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44 February 7, 1963 Supervisors to Study Antismog Code Today X Maricopa County Supervisors, Study, Proposed Regulations, Controlling Air Pollution, County Board of Health, Proposed

Countywide Flood Control Program, Flood Prevention Projects, County Flood Control Advisory Board, County Manager Charles
W. Miller

14 March 13, 1963 2 Flood Projects Backed X Flood Control Projects, Winslow, Scottsdale, Army Engineers Board of Rivers and Harbors, Sen. Carl Hayden, Scottsdale
Project, Channelization of Indian Bend Wash, Arizona Canal, 7 Miles South, Salt River, Hayden, Miller Roads, Diversion Levee,
Little Colorado River, Ice House Wash, Congress, Funds, Arizona Flood Control Officials

43 August 1, 1963 Dam in Box Canyon X Luke White, Revival, Dam, Box Canyon, Delbert Kirby, Maricopa County Officials, Favor, Recreational Area, Hal Warner,
Maricopa County Flood Control District Estimate of Cost, u.S. Department of Interior, City Attorney Frank Stanlis, Secretary of
Interior Stuart Udall, Money, Appropriated by Congress, Warren Kelly, Arizona Game and Fish Commission

13 Septem ber 1, 1963 Flood Control, Other Items Studied by House X HB 220 Concerning Flood Control, Tempe, Salt River
Group

2 December 5, 1963 Free Land Sought for Floodway X Free Rights-of-way, State-owned land, Proposed Bond Issue, Countywide Flood Control Program, County Manager Charles W.
Miller, Refnes, Ely, Beck and Co., of Phoenix, Agent, Bond Proposal, Board of Supervisors, Proposed Flood Control Program,
U.S. Corps of Engineers, Congress, Federal Government, Dams, Dikes, Diversion Channels, Maintenance, Federal Funds

3 October 6, 1964 Luke AFB Trailer Site Gets Zoning X Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, Final Zoning Approval, 512 Unit Mobil Home Park, John F. Long, Protests, Pendergast
School District, 115th Avenue and Glendale, Luke Air Force Base Personnel, Marcel Boulais, Pendergast School Trustee,
Cooperated, Federal Funds

24 December 31, 1965 Controlled Channel (Picture) X Salt River, Flooding, Scottsdale Road, Water, Confined, Narrow Channel, 16th Street, Flood Officials, Appropriate Flood
Control Measures, Water Release, Natural Excavating Effect, Heavy Flow, Maricopa Freeway

20 January 6, 1966 SRP Prevented Worse Flood, Manager Claims- X SRP, Downriver, Flooding, Salt River, General Manger Rod J. McMullin, Salt River Project, Hold Damage Down, Flood Control,
Project Dams Twice Checked Flash Runoff December 20, Two Floods Occurred, SRP Dams, Reservoirs, Verde, Flow, December 24, Nearly Full, Open, Roosevelt
from Up-River Watershed, McMullin Asserts Spillways, Since 1941, Low-flow Channel, Not Salt's Historic Riverbed, Damage, Hayden Road Crossing, Reopen Country Club

Drive, Mill Avenue

5 January 27, 1966 Court Rules For Maricopa Flood Unit X Maricopa County Flood Control District's Authority, Flood Control Project, Property Value, Upheld, Superior Court, Judge
William A. Holohan, Flood Control District, County Board of Supervisors Plaintiffs, EA and Morris Weintraub Defendants,
Cross Claim, Denied, Donald D. Meyers, Attorney, Maricopa County, Landmark Decision, State of Arizona, Flood Control
Districts Make Long-range Plans, Without Rear of Liability, Adjacent to Black Canyon Highway, Carl Lake Pleasant, Property
Devalued

4 March 2,1966 Election Called for march 8 - $22.7 Million Flood X Property Owners, Maricopa County, Polls, County's Flood Control District $22.3 Million, General Obligation Bonds, Countywide
Control Bond Issue to be Determined Flood Control Program, Federal Government, Construction Funds, Acquisition Rights of Way, Modification, Existing Roads,

Bridges, Maintenance, Flood Control Structures, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Soil Conservation Service, W.B. Barkley,
Chairman Maricopa County Flood Protection Committee, Bond Issue, Taxes, Flood Control Bond Issue

10 August 2, 1966 Phoenix (Powerline Earth Fill Floodwater X Flood Control District of Maricopa County, Construction, Powerline Earthfill, Floodwater Retarding Structure, Apache Junction-
Retarding Structure) Gilbert Watershed, Pinal County, Clearing, Grubbing, Excavation, Reinforced Concrete, Corrugated Meta Pipe, Trash Rack,

Slide Gate, Bids Close

35 September 15,1969 Channelization of Agua Fria is Defended X Channelization, Aqua Fria River, Flooding Downstream, Gila, Avondale, Col. John C. Lowry, 1966 Salt River Runoff, Sierra
Estrella Golf Course, No Damage, Road Flooded, Fill to Build Interstate 10, County Parks Department, Concern, Unundating
Park, Dumping Water, Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, Casey Abbott Park, Flood, 200 Years, 1891 Salt River Flood,
Water 300 Feet North of Washington Street, Phoenix, Standard Project Flood, Erosion, Water, Spread Out, Silt Left, Gila be
Channelized Downriver, Westside Community Council, Removal, Saltcedars, 115th Avenue to Gillespie Dam, U.S. Corps of
Engineers, 1957, Center of River, Game and Fish Department, Prevent Clearing

12 February 20, 1974 Phase B of Flood Control Meet Set X Chairman Bob Corbin, Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, Phase B, Comprehensive Flood Control Plan, U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers, Financial, Federal, State, County, Municipal Agencies, Project Sites, Future Recreational Use
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23 April 01, 1977 River Floods Roads - Tempe Bridge Only East X Salt River, Running, River Crossing Roads, Closed, Mill Avenue, Verde River, Flood Control Dams, Valley, Filled, Overflowing,

Valley Crossing Irrigation Demands, Mesa's Country Club Drive, Tempe, Downstream, Phoenix's 40th, 48th Streets, Flow, Heavy, Wash Out
Crossings, Damage, Arizona State University, Gammage Auditorium, Washington, Legend City, Van Buren, Phoenix Municipal
Stadium, Curry Road, Chief of Police Worth Farley, Fire Chief Bill Hanna, Hayden Road Plaza, Tempe Bridge, Arizona Highway
Patrol, Scottsdale's Disposal Plant, Washed Out

26 August 01, 197? Flood Control Bids Maricopa County Flood Control District, Vineyard Road Dam, Apache Junction, Build Contract, Soil Conservation Service,
Inspections, Engineering, Maintenance, Permanent Easements, Powerline Dam, Rittenhouse Dam, State of Arizona, Powerline
Dam, Wm. Pulice Concrete Construction, Phoenix, AGC Contractor, Funds, Flood Retarding Structures, Flood Control Levy,
Real Property Evaluation

36 December 05,1977 $25,700 Will Build Horse Trail Bridges X Tempe Firm, Equestrian Bridges, Arizona and Crosscut Canals, Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, Low Bid, J.W.J.
Construction Co., Engineer Leroy Lewis, County parks and Recreation Department, Concrete Bridges, Arizona Canal, 19th
Avenue, 24th Street, 68th Street, Crosscut Canal, McDowell, Sun Circle Hiking and Riding Trails, Partially Finances, Interior's
Special Contingency Fund, Pinal County, Three Flood Control Dams, Apache Junction, Maricopa County Engineer John C,
Lowry, Maricopa County, Protect Eastern Maricopa County Areas, Maintain Structures, Vineyard Road, Floods

6 January 00, 1966 Water Still Flows; Damage Checked (Pictures) X Salt River, Tempe Bridge, Salt River Flood, Rattlesnake, High Ground, Central Avenue Bridge, Jerry D. Jacka, Maricopa
County Sheriff's Office, Flood Washed Out Culvert, Seventh Street Crossing, Crack

7 January 00, 1966 South Phoenix Residents Want New Bridge on X South Phoenix Residents, Build, Additional Bridge, Salt River, Damage, Central Avenue Bridge, Tempe Bridge, Crossings, Fred
Salt Noell, Junior Chamber of Commerce President, Flood, Worse, Serious Problems, Concern, Isolated, From Phoenix

33 January 07, 197? Floodway Meet Slated at Chandler X Williams Air Force Base-Chandler Watershed, Vineyard Road and Rittenhouse Floodwater Retarding Structures, Constructed,
East Maricopa Natural Resources Conservation District, Maricopa County Flood Control District, U.S. Soil Conservation
Service, Study, Feasibility, Roosevelt Water Conservation District Floodway, Gila River, Walter D. White, Chairman, Col. John
Lowry

29 June 01,1977 Flood Victims Demand Channel Through Gila X Buckeye Valley, Arlington valley, Rainbow Valley, Clear Channel, Gila River, Prevent, Floods, 1973, Sportsmen, Ecologists,
Saltcedar Jungle Blocked, Channelization Plan, Army Engineer Corps, Buckeye Irrigation Co., Arlington Irrigation Co., Farm Damage, Gillespie

Dam to Painted Rock Dam, Director Robert Jantzen, Game and Fish Department, Flood Victims, Game and Fish Commission,
Pictorial Evidence, Maricopa County Flood Control District

37 June 24,1977 Dam Supporters Withstand Bid to Cut Funds X Controversial Dam, Built, Verde River, Phoenix, Challenge, Environmentalists, House Appropriations Committee, Rep. Larry
Coughlin, Delete $326,000, Pre-construction Work, Dam Site, Study, Mitigate, Endangered Bald Eagle, Dam Safety Funds,
Repair of Existing Dams, General Accounting Office, Cliff Dam, Violate, Law, Beneficiaries, Real Estate Developers, Bureau of
Reclamation, General Construction Budget, Repairing Two Unsafe Dams, Reps. Eldon Rudd, Tom Bevill, John Myers, Cost,
Taxpayers, Plan 6, CAP, Flood Control, Valley, Ed Osann, Lobbyist, National Wildlife Federation

19 March 01, 197? River Flow to Close Crossing X Salt River Project, Opened, Tap on River, Phoenix, Granite Reef Dam, Scottsdale, Salt River Channel, Dick Juetten, Assistant
General Manager, Flow, Close Unbridged River Crossings, Mesa, Tempe, Phoenix, Storm, High Country Snows, Reservoirs,
Salt River, Unfilled, SRP, Pump, Ground Water

46 March 04, 1977 River Flow 'Isolates' Mesa Area X Mesa, Isolated Peninsula, Roaring Salt River, Culverts, North Country Club Drive, Major Access, Scottsdale, Phoenix,
McKellips Road, Broadway, Southern Avenue, Baseline Road, Flooded Streets, Release of water, Dry Salt River Channel, Salt
River Project, SRP, Bartlett and Horseshoe Lake Reservoirs, Verde River, Streets, Salt and Agua Fria Rivers, Closed, Water
Covered, Northern Arizona, Major Winter Storm, Heavy Snow Warning, Central Mountains, Southeast Arizona, Interstate 17,
Flagstaff, Cordes Junction, U.S. 180, Grand Canyon, New River, State Route 88, Tortilla Flats, Apache Junction, Pima County
Sheriff's Department, Mt. Lemmon Highway, White Mountains
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1 March 19, 1967 Flood Chances Remote; Bridges Timetable X Flowing, Salt River, Mesa, Maricopa County Officials, Bridges, Waterway, Salt River Project, Inflow, Rainwater, Melted Snow,

Told Watershed, Releasing, Granite Reef Dam, Closed, Alma School Road, McKellips Road, Country Club Drive, Tempe, Tempe
Bridge, Superstition, Maricopa Freeways, County Highway Department, Build, Alma School Bridge, Timetable, Proposed
Structure, Hayden Road, Scottsdale Road, Salt, Tempe Mill Avenue Bridge, Design, Hayden Structure, State Highway
Department, Scottsdale Road Bridge, Design Stage, Construction, Salt River Channel, Reroute, Bridge Site, River's Current
Path, SRP Assistant General Manager Reit Teeples, Minimum Level, Storage Space, Salt River Lakes, Verde River Lakes,
Control Any Inflow, Uncontrolled Flooding, Valley, 1965, 1966, Flood Danger, Temperatures, Rainfall, Salt and Verde
Watersheds, Reservoir Storage Space, Handle Snow Pack, Phoenix, Robert Ingram, Chief Meteorologist, National Weather
Service, Flood Dangers

39 May01,1987 Cliff Dam Foes Vow Court Fight - Eagle Habitat X Maricopa Audubon Society, Sue, Stop Construction, Proposed Cliff Dam, Verde River, Phoenix, Flood, Habitat, Desert-nesting
in Peril, Audubon Society Says Bald Eagle, Endangered Species, Gov. Bruce Babbitt, Congress, Funding, Central Arizona Project, Herb Fibel, President of the

Society, Fight Construction, Verde River Designated Federal Wild and Scenic River, CAP, Plan 6, Roosevelt Dam, Flood
Control, Narrow River Channel, Rio Salado Project, Reclaim Riverbed, Homes, Hotels, Recreational Areas, Businesses,
Industrial Plants, Assistant Interior Secretary Robert Boadbent, Arizona, Complete Agreement, One Voice, Funding panel, Jack
Pfister, Salt River Project General manager, Bill Chase, Phoenix Water Management Advisor, Jay Rhodes, Central Arizona
Water Conservation District, SRP, Safety Concerns, Horseshoe Dam, Floods, 1978, 1980, Flood damage, Bridges, Existing
Dams, Sky Harbor Airport, Protected, Town of Allenville Relocated, Flood Plain, Salt River, Dr. Robert Witzemen, Riverbed,
Salt River Valley, Lakes, Real-estate Dams, Income-tax Dollars, Water-wasting, Scams, Flood-prone Real-estate

34 May 07, 19?? Aqueduct Dike Plans Detailed X North Scottsdale Homeowners Association, Drawings, Granite Reef Aqueduct, Central Arizona Project, CAP Environmental
Impact, Michael Thomas, Acting Chief of Engineering Division, Bureau of Reclamation, Arizona Projects, Aqueduct,
Landscaped Dike, Recreational Uses, Protection Against Floods, Earthen Dike, Paradise Valley, Drainage, McDowell Mountain
Foothills, Flood Protection, Concern, Rain Waters, Cave Creek Road, Union Hills Drive, 108th Street, Cactus Road, Maximum
Potential Rainfall, Drainage Area, Frank Welsh, Environmental Engineer, State and Federal Water Experts, Underground Water
Table, Salt River Project, Overstores Water, Reservoirs, Salt River, Valley

30 November 07, 1977 Supervisors Call Public Hearing on Proposed X Board of Supervisors, Public Hearing, Proposed Comprehensive Flood Control Program, Maricopa County, Maricopa County
Flood Control Program Flood Control District Advisory Board, Engineering Studies, Three Priority Groups, Federal Government, Board Chairman

Barney Burns, Approval, Debt Retirement, Chandler Area, Buckhorn-Mesa Structures, Retarding Structures, Floodways, Debris
Basin, Diversion Box, Floodwater, Irrigation, Apache Junction-Gilbert, U.S. 60-70-80-90, Storage, Flood Storage, Dam,
Floodways, Retarding Basin, Mesa-Chandler-Gilbert Floodways, Gila River, Williams Field-Chandler Structures, Queen Creek
Floodway, Channel, Roosevelt Water Conservation District Canal, Pima Indian Reservation

16 Undated 01, 1977 But Not for Long (Picture) X Dark Cloud Bed, Tempe Butte, Phoenix, Silt Deposited, Flooding, Flooded
18 Undated 01,1977 $3.5 Million Program to Stop City Floods X City of Tempe, Eliminate, Flooding, Grover Serenbetz, City Public Works Director, Expand, Storm Drainage System,

Homeowners, Flooded Areas, Prevent Flooding, Mr. and Mrs. Bert Barnum, Flooded, Deluge, Nearly Two Inches of Rain,
Balboa Drive, Mill Avenue, Debris Trapped, Drainage Ditch Trash Gate, Flooding Homes, Moss Growing, Dislodged and Swept,
Into Trash Gates, Clogging Gates, Cleaned, Downpour, Heaviest Flooding, Mill Avenue Underpass, Riviera, Rural Road,
Alameda and Balboa

25 Undated 01, 19?? Council Lauds Flood-Control Dam Project X Phoenix City Council, Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, Cave Creek and Dreamy Draw Dams, Vic Mayor Jarrett Jarvis,
Councilwoman Sophia Kruglick, Phoenix, City Engineer Fred Glendenning, Warning, Flooding, 1921, 1943, Arizona Canal, Salt
River

27 Undated 01, 19?? Tempe Gets Assurance on Floods X Tempe City Officials, County Flood Control Program, Protect City, Future Flood Damage, Tempe City CounCil, John C. Lowry,
Flood District Chief Engineer and General Manager, Tempe Area, Not Endangered, Comprehensive Flood Control Plan,
Building and Development Permits, Approved Resolution, Opposing, Proposed Flood-control Program, Salt River, Proposed
Maxwell Dam

28 Undated 01, 1977 Three-Part Flood Plan is Proposed X Curbing Flood Damage, Phoenix Metropolitan Area, U.S. Corps of Engineers, History of Flood Damage, Maricopa County,
Future Flood Protection, Northwest Phoenix, Phase "B", System of Dams, Cave Creek, Skunk Creek, New River, Dreamy
Draw, Diversion Channels, Deer Valley, Channel Improvements, Agua Fria, Gila River
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31 Undated 01,1977 Gila River Floods South of Buckeye X Gila River Floodwaters, Havoc, Farm Communities, Closed, Buckeye, U.S. 80, River Crossing, Waters, Flow, Bridge, Wash

Out, Western Side, Flood Threat, Arlington, Palo Verde Communities, Lt. James Hill, Sheriff's Office, Dynamited, Floodgates,
Gillespie Dam, Gates, Not Been Opened, 1930, Earthen Dam, Build, Depression Years, Gila Bend Indian Reservation,
Flooding Conditions, Painted Rock Dam, Farms are Under Water, Gila Bend, Aqua Caliente, Sentinel, Rainbow Valley,
Gillespie Dam Bridge, Hassayampa River, Wickenburg, Bank to Bank, Danger Threat, Avondale, Patterson Road

38 Undated 01, 1977 Bid to Ease Cliff Dam Advances X Legislation, Ease Environmental Opposition, Cliff Dam, State Senate Natural Resources and Agriculture Committee, Senate
Bill 1397, Habitat Improvements, Verde River, State-federal Funding Agreement, Central Arizona Project Dams, Destroy,
Scenic Stretch, Flood, Nests of Two Pairs of Endangered bald Eagles, Prevent Construction, $385 Million Dam, National
Environmental Groups, Filed Suit, U.S. District Court

40 Undated 01, 1977 Dam Fund Shortfall Possible X Gov. Bruce Babbitt, Local Funds, Speed Completion, Central Arizona Project Dams, Interior Department, Cliff Dam's
Construction, $127 Million Short, Federal Dam Safety Dollars, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Horseshoe Dam, Verde River,
Bartlett Dam Downstream, Environmentalists, Challenging, Congress, None, Used, Build New Dams, Rep. Jim Kolbe, CAP
Opponents, Not a Repair, Doug Lowenstein, Howard Metzenbaum, 1984 Negotiations, Passage, Dam Safety Bill, Sen., Dennis
DeConcini, Michael Rappoport, Salt River Project, Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee Chairman James
McClure, Prohibit, Construction, New Roosevelt Dam, Salt River, Jackson Lake Dam, Idaho, Orme Dam,

41 Undated 01, 1977 Salt River Bottoms Could Make Quite a Lake, X Gravel Pit Lakes, Phoenix, Flow, Floodwaters, Salt River, Gravel Pits, 16th Street, Seventh Avenue, 40 to 50 Feet Deep,
Aerial Photo Shows (Picture) Leonard Halpenny, Engineer for Water Development Corp., Buckeye Irrigation District, Salt River Channel, Salt River Project

Farmers, Wells, River Water, Buckeye District, Old Water Rights, Appropriating Floodwaters, Aerial Photos, Flood Channel,
Salt Concentration, Groundwater

42 Undated 01, 1977 Engineer Says Dam Feasible (& Picture) X Maxwell Dam, Mesa, Central Arizona Project, Oliver H. Lillard, Chief of Engineering Division, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation,
Valley Chamber of Commerce, Valuable Returns, Flood Control, Recreation, Electric Power, Congress, Parker Dam, Viaducts,
Reservoir, Tucson Area, L-shaped Lake, Verde River, Salt River, Earthfill Dam, Phoenix-Payson Highway, Phoenix-Scottsdale-
Tempe-Mesa

45 Undated 01, 1977 Flood Isolation of South Side Towns Called X Isolation, Mesa, Valley, Flooding, Voyle Petri, Maricopa County Highway Department, Mesa Chamber of Commerce, Salt River,
Real Danger McDowell-Country Club Crossing, Dams, Rain, Snow, Upper Verde and Salt River Watershed Areas, River Channel, Rural-

Scottsdale Road Crossing, Damage, Heavy Rains, Cost, Repairs, Bridge, Heavy Flow of Water, Cut off Travel, Maricopa
County

47 Undated 01, 1977 Country Club Crossing's Pipes Get Major Test X N. Country Club Dr. Crossing, Salt River, Closed, 6-ft. Diameter Concrete Pipes, Flood Waters 9 ft. Deep, Salt River Project, 25
(& Pictures) Years, Water May go Over Roosevelt Dam Spillway, Roosevelt Release, 4-dam Salt River System, Rod J. McMullin, SRP

General Manager, Spillway Gates at Saguaro Lake, Mormon Flat Dam, Saguaro Lake, Mesa, Run-off, Streams, Reservoir,
Granite Reef Diversion Dam, Test, River Flowed, Released, Upstream Dams

48 Undated 01, 1977 Verde Water May Bring More Woes X Mesa Area, Salt River, Heavy Rains, Snow Run-offs, Salt River System, Verde River System, Roosevelt Dam Spilling, SRP,
Granite Reef Dam, Horseshoe Dam, Bartlett Dam, Country Club Dr., Washed Out, Spring Flood, Rebuilt, Concrete Pipes, Flow
of Water

15 Undated 01, 1967 Flood Plan Misgivings Explained X City Manager Louis S. Cooper, Clarified, Maricopa County Flood Control Plan, Deer Valley Area, Indian Bend Wash,
Scottsdale, Provisions, Flood Waters, Dumped, Salt River Bed, Tempe, Countywide Plan, Washington, D.C., Tempe Mayor
John Moeur, Indian Bend Project, Arizona State University, Rivera Bed, Senators Carl Hayden, Paul Fannin, Rep. John Rhodes

17 Undated 01, 1967 Just in Case - Disaster Committee Checks X Tempe, Disaster Including Possible Floods, Civil Defense, Flood Situation, Chief of Police Worth Farley, Gale Christy, Bill
Plans for Possible Flooding Hanna, Lou Scherer, Kent Swisher, Douglas N. MacArthur, C.C. Rivers, Joe Salvato, Harry Foard, Mayor John Moeur,

Downstream Order, Arizona Public Service Co., Ocotillo Power Plant, Arizona State University, Tempe's Business District,
Sewage Disposal Plant, Livestock Feeding Operations, River, 48th and 56th Street
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32 Undated 01, 196? Firm Challenges Low Bid on Dam X Tucson Company, Low Bidder, Construction, Vineyard Road Dam, Apache Junction, Ashton Company Inc., County Flood

Control Department, William Pulice Concrete Construction, Challenged, Plans, Specifications, John C. Lowry, Chief Flood
Control Engineer, Refer, Legal Council, Earthen Dam, Vineyard Road, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Eastern
Maricopa County, Powerline Dam, Cost, Federal Government, Maintain Structures, Supervisor L. Alton Riggs, Rittenhouse
Dam

21

22

8
9

11

Undated 01, 19641 Barrier Reef (Picture)

Undated 01, 19641Storm Closes Roads

Undated 01, 19661Gas Main Nearly Ready (Picture)

Undated 01, 19661Scottsdale Road Tour (Picture)

Undated 01, 198?ITwo Flood Control Projects Will Protect East
Mesa

XITempe, Hayden and Scottsdale Roads, Water, Broken Evergreen Ditch, Surged Over Roads, River Bottom, New Channel,
Butte

XI River Channel, Hayden Road Crossing, Bob Snyder, City Engineer, Damage, Rural and Hayden Road Crossing, Repair,
Arizona Highway Department, Upkeep, Mill By-pass, Chandlerites, Ignore Hayden Road Barrier, Car Stalled

XIArizona Public Service Natural Gas Line, Salt River, Hayden Road, Below, Bottom, Riverbed

XIDetour, Scottsdale Road Crossing, Salt River, Opened, County Highway Department, Hayden Road Crossing, Closed,
University Drive and Princess Road, Around Barriers, Risking, Trapped, Loose Sand

XI Preliminary Reports, Mesa, Help Fund, Two Drainage Projects, Spook Hill Master Drainage Plan, East Maricopa County
Drainage Plan, Control Future Flooding, Eastern Maricopa County, Management System, Nuisance Flooding, Maricopa County
Flood Control District Engineer Kebba Buckley, Maricopa County Highway Department, (MCHD), (FCD), Western Pinal County,
Apache Junction, Bush Highway, Brown Road, Buckhorn-Mesa Watershed Protection Project, Spook Hill Floodway, Flood
Retarding Structure, Signal Butte Floodway, Protect Land, Downstream, Floodwater, Sediment Damage, Storms, 100-year
Floods, Historically, Flows, Spook Hill Watershed, Discharge, Gila River, Chandler, Divert Flows From Salt River, Increased,
Development, Major Constraint, Drainage, 1984, Heavy Rains, Property Damage, Homes, Businesses, Small Parcels, Cost,
Construction, Retention Basins, Runoff, Released, Underground Storm Drains, Dam, Ellsworth Road, Ravens Roost, Levee,
Usery Mountain Park, Right-of-way, Powerline Floodway, Ray Road, Maricopa County, 100-year Runoff, Usery and Goldfield
Mountains, Natural Drainage System, Dry, Small Washes, Rain, Shallow Washes, Overflows, Alternative Drainage System,
Detention Basins, Channels, Collect Runoff, Reduce Peak Flows, Carry Runoff, Roosevelt Water Conservation District
Floodway, 21 Retention Basins, Upper Watershed, Middle and Lower Portion, Large Retention Basins, Directs Flows, RWCD
Floodway, Mesa Public Works Director Dean Sloan, Maricopa County Flood Control District Advisory Board, Board of
Supervisors, Design, Land Acquisition
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~sue of approximately $25 mil­
hon for a countywide flood con­
tro}. program.

~ounty .Manager Charles W.
Miller said Refnes, Ely Beck
and Co. of Phoenix is scheduled
to be named agent for the bond
proposal by the board of super­
visors on Monday. Informal ap- i

proval of the appoirltment was '
vot!!d yesterday by the BUper- j
visors. . ;,:' i'.:.. ' 1

A portion of the pro~Se<l1
flood ~o.ntrol program, to cost,
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today that the Project intends to
maintain a minimum level of
125,000 acre-feet of storage
space in the Salt River lakes and
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As the flowing Salt River
I continues today to make a
( peninsula out of Mesa, Maricopa
~ County officials say relief - via
r bridges acrOSS the waterway ­
\l for local motorists headed west
t) from here may be a long time

I coming.
et Salt River Project, in a news
st conference this morning, in­
pa dicated that the river will
m~ continue to flow at least "a
m~ couple more weeks" at various
co~ levels, "depending on inflow" of

rainwater and melted snow from
mal the watershed.
~:T~ The Project currently is

f releasing 13,000 cubic feet per
with second (cfps) from Granite Reef
ert I Dam northeast of Mesa. That
for ti release rate has closed all north
ice i west routes - Alma School
he~vl Road, McKellips Road and

Country Club Drive - out o·
Mesa except those whic:.
traverse Tempe and the Temp­
Bridge or which lead to the
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As the flowing Salt River
I continues today to make a
( peninsula out of Mesa, Maricopa
~ County officials say relief - via
r bridges across the waterway ­
\1 for local motorists headed west
tl from here may be a long time

coming.
e( Salt River Project, in a news
st. conference this morning, in­
pa <Heated that the river will
m~ continue to flow at least "a
me couple more weeks" at various
cor. levels, "depending on inflow" of
rna rainwater and melted snow from
Ten the watershed.
arel The Project currently is

TI releasing 13,000 cubic feet per
with second (cfps) from Granite Reef
ert I Dam northeast of Mesa. That
for t release rate has closed all north
I west routes - Alma Schoolee, t
he Vl Road, McKellips Road and

Country Club Drive - out of
Mesa except those whict
traverse Tempe and the Tempf
Bridge or which lead to the
Superstition and Marlcllpt
freeways.

Meanwhile, a county hlghwar
department spokesman told The

Tribune this morning that
previously-alluded-to plans to
build a bridge across Alma
School Road are in fact not in
any county construction
timetable for at least the next
five years.

"We don't even have that (the
Alma School bridge) in our
program," the spokesman
commented, indicating that not
'even preliminary planning yet
has been started on that
proposed structure.

The spokesman said, however,
that bridges west of Mesa - on
Hayden Road and on Scottsdale
Road at the Salt, just east of the
existing Tempe Mill Avenue
Bridge - are in the works.

Design and plans are 95 per
cent complete on the Hayden
structure, according to a State
Highway Department official.
Bids are to be called 60 to 90 days
from now, and construction will
be complete about six months
afte'· awarding of a contract, the
~. kesman estimated.

11ie Scottsdale Road bridge
stillj is in the design stage, with
plans slated for completion in
about 60 days, but no con­
struction timetable established,
pending availability of federal
funds and re-digging of the Salt
River channel to reroute the
water to the bridge site, about
1,000 feet north of the river's
current path.

Notwithstanding the bridge
situation, SRP assistant general
manager Reid Teeples said
today that the Project intends to
maintain a minimum level of
125,000 acre-feet of storage
space in the Salt River lakes and

j Continued on Page 121
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Sillt River
_ (Continued from Page 1)

of 20,000 acre-feet in the Verdf
River lakes, in order to contro
any inflow from the watershec
and to guard against repetitior
of uncontrolled flooding whicl
took place in the Valley in 1961
and 1966.

Teeples and a panel of wate!
experts said they believed floO(
danger at this point to be slight
as long as temperatures anc
rainfall on the Salt and Verdt
watersheds remain normal it
the next few weeks.

However, the Salt River Proj­
ect said it must leave reservo~

storage space to handle a snow·
pack. two to three times nor·
mal. And to do it, its spokes.
men said, water will continue
coming downstream, flooding
many of the roads in the Mesa,
Tempe, Scottsdale and Phoenix
area.

They concurred, in general,
with an earlier report by Rob­
ert Ingram, chief meteorologist
for the National Weather Serv­
I~, that flood dangers from the
heavy snowpack are slij!ht.
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iLuke AFB IU
j

',,1' i NEW
::'.1'railer. Site IRepubli

:her cate[

Ge Z · IFood Edi:... . ts oDlng}' j Miss PI
: lAward fo'

"The Maricopa County Board ~~:~~a~~
01 Supervisors yesterday gave
fb1al zoning approval to a 512. Entries
I... basis of
~t mobIle hOqle park ra- journalist
cntested by builder John F.: _
:r;I:)ng, despite protests fromI Relat
~ndergast School District. !---

It . i tures, fc
;/fhe park, to be located atItion, il

1l5th Avenue and Glendale, wiIlltimelinf
b~ built to serve Luke Air Force Other
Base personneI.Ellen I

,"The zoning was granted to Tribum
L!>ng originally with the stipu- ilia:SP;
lation that he make satisfac- Robin:
tQry arrangements with the Los 1
sChool districts involved. in COi

000'
YESTERDAy·Long contended Plain

he had made reasonable offers for th:
tl) the .school district and ~sked The
tbel!()ar~ to rule ..that he had istic h
fdIfil~ this requirement. mytholt
:.Helmdh.e had made an offer and he-'

to })endergast of a 12-acre Judg
si:llool.site .. adjoining the· prop- :d1~~
e.1y and 'gave it the option of York'
bUyinjJ . an . additional eight __•
~St',· .
i:MafCelJ;3oulais,a Pendergast Fl

sClloql·trustee, agreed that Long
~d cooperated with the school 7
cUstrict, but voiced fear that : ~
tl1e sudden influx of children at
the park might cause a serious The
problem. . :free J

. Istart
<II DO NOT feel t.hat the of~erlwest

on record does .satIsfy the stIp- itorit\
qlation," he .sl1-id,- '.'but we willias
try to work out something if! .
thf3 board of· supervisors agreesj! Thf
wlth Mr. Long." . ward

I ••.. ,of thl
l30ulais J,?0mted out that regu-/the ~

Jar homes With the same num-, fomil
her of children would have an I
H80 to 90 I per.cent higher as-!-­
sessed valuation. than those in! If'
the trailer park. We are ex-i "Uf

pecting a 300 per cent enroll-! Bi
ment increase over the next :
three years' from the park."' he! WE
added. ;Vi. (J

.(Fell2
j Pendergast now has 225 pu- yesteI

pilf;. More than 600 are ex- round
~ed to come from the park. violat.
:FEDERAL FUNDS would much

probably be,' ~located to the All
SdJ,ool, Boulals.llaic;i" but added had fr
that he did not know whether complJ
they would be available this Police
~ool year. .' and rr

·1>lans for the park call for for tt
p~rtial completi(m early. nex;t . Th.
year. '.' 'greei

Long pledged himself to work!Fom
with the school district on the I

problem.'~; I
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eDetermined
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Elettlon ·Called

Properly owners in Mari<:opa l'and St. Those in Higley and or more and is a duly qualified
!County will go to the polls next Queen Creek dmtricts will ~e elector (this last means his or
I Tuesday, March 8, to~e or af -the Queen Creek Elementary her name is on the current vcr
reject the issuance and sale by School and voters in Gilbert will t . _ )
tite county's F100d Control Dist- vote at the Gilbert town hall. ar

V
reg1S;m _ thei ballots

net of $22.3 in general obI.iga- PaYs in all county precincts oters. cast. r.
non bonds, proceeds of which wi:Il be open from 6: 00 a.m. to at the pollmg places designated

. witr be used to finance Marico- 7: 00 p.m. for the precinct in which they
pa's share of a countywide flood Eligible to vore is any adult reside, not necessarily where the
:ontrol program. taxpayer who owns real proper-~ is located.

Approval of the bond issue is ty within the boundaries of MM- If the bond issue is aCcepted,
required by the federal govern- icopa County and who has reo the "COUJ1l)r monies will be used
ment before it can m~ .ava~- sided in the COlUlty for a year for acquisition of necessary
able an additional $93 ml1hon 1D . rights of way, mOOification of

'constnJdion fUDds. certain existing roads and bridg-
Taxpayers in the Chandler es and maintenance of a net-

district will vote at the Junior w~rk of Rood comol stnJotures
- High School library, 191 W. t>ak- to be erected dwing the next

-- 10-12 years lby the U. ~. Arrmy!

I
Conps of Engineers Ill21d the Soil !

Conservation Service.
W. B. Baridey, chairman of c

the Maricopa Citirens F100d Pro- I

fection Committee has stated I
that cost of the bond issue to
the average homeowner in taxes
if based on a home VIailued at
$15,000 will -amount to only 35

i cents a month, or about' "one
cigarette a day."

The county elect'ioDs depart­
ment (262-3801) will be open
election day from 5: 30 a.m. until
the polls close and will be avail­
aNe to answer queries and pr0­
vide information on the Flood
Control Bond Issue.
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Court Rules
For l\faricopa
Flood Unit
Maricopa County Flood Con­

trol District's authority to re­
veal plans for a flood control
project without liability for'the
effect on properlly value was up.
held this week in Superior

Judge, WilliamA. Holohan re­
turned the judgment in a suitI
rued I)V. 15& 1961, in which the
flood. contrOl district and the
county board of supervisors
,were the plaintiffs and E. A
land Morris Weintraub the d&­
lfendants.

CROSS CLAIM of the cie­
fen~ for $2,688,000 against' ,
the flood control district was de- 11

nied in the judgment. ,
Donald D. Meyers, attorney!

for the district, which includes i
Iall of MariCopa cOUnty, calledI
I
the roling "a landmark deci-
sion for the State of Arizona be-I
.cause it authorizes flood con­
trol districts to make long-range
plans and reveal them to the I
public without fear of liability."

THE WElNTRAUBS we r e
listed as owners of a 2,256;-acre
tract adjacent to Black canyon
Highway and 7 miles southeast
of Lake Carl Pleasant. The tract
is included in a proposed flood
control project.

In an' earlier court action,
they failed to collect $2,688,000
damages from the board of
supervisors. They claimed their
property was, devalued when
the supervisors declared it with­
in the flOOd control project.

The flood control district and
supervisors filed the subsequent
action to clarify their authority.
Judge Holohan sustained their
authdrity to reveal flood control
program pia 1
SU clion did D damage the
property or cloud i Ie.



, Refugee

Another refugee from Salt River flood was this rattle­
snake, which sought ,high ground near Central Avenue
ibridge. Picture was taken by Jerry D. Jacka of the Mari-

Gazette Staff Photos copa County sheriff's office.

* * * *

Water Still Swirls In Salt River Under Tempe Bridge

* * * *

TI.;p;'::n;;;;a~__r- ~ _

Water Still Flows;
Damage Checked

PAGE 24 _

* * * * * * * *

Flobd Washed Out Culvert At Seventh Street Crossing

* * * * * * * *

,

l
City Employe Checks Crack In Central Avenue Bridge



GAS MAIN NEARLY READY - Working around the clock over the weekend,
:lragline and bulldozer operators, welders and line crews, made fast progress on __
the new Arizona Public Service natural gas line across the Salt River at Hayden
road. The line is anchored by 3,OOO-pound concrete weights attached to it at 30­
foot intervals, and is being buried 25 feet below the bottom of the riverbed.

COTTSDALE ROAD DETOUR - Rough and dusty, but passable, a detour for
t.he Scottsdale road crossing of the Salt River was opened to traffic by the coun
highway department Sunday. Hayden road crossing remains officially closed be­
tween University drive and Princess roaad. Some motorists went around bamers
to venture the Hayden crossing, risking becoming trapped in loose sand. .
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PHOENIX. (POWERLINE EARTH-
FILL FLOODW~TEE RETARD~

~-ftC,~X'lrlII~MlII\TN'"CONSTRUCTION-August 2, 1966

STRUCTURE.) No. AZ-2u. Floo,( Con­
trol District of Maricopa County, 3325
West Durango Street, Phoenix. Con­
struction of Powerline earthfill, flood­
water retarding structure in the
Apache Junction-Gilbert Watershed,
Pinal County. Quantities include: 360
acres clearing and grubbing; 313,900
cu. yds. excavation; 820,600 cu. yds.
earthfill; 116 cu. yds. reinforced con­
crete; 160 lin. ft. reinforced concrete
pipe; 94 lin. ft. corrugated metal pipe;
1 trash rack and 1 slide gate.

Bids close August 15 in Room 6029,
Federal Building, Phoenix.
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Two flood control projects .will protect East Mesa
Byp~""';'~~~i"",,~~~;j·~:,,,.,.,,:r,;:,a~~~~~t;:e~..=e~~='::
_ the:SPOOk'HJlIMaster Drainage Plan and th~East Maricopac:oun..ofB~Highway and rlJrthot~wnRoad:).,' "o~."" - t-:released by unde~und sto~dratns and occasionally by open chan­
ty Drainage Plan _ that would control future flOOding In eastern-~Uy,the Buc orn-MP8 Watersb.ed Protectiol(Project (the .~- nel; constrUction of a dam just east of Ellsworth Road near Ravens
MaricopaCounty. ' . :. . . Spook Hill FlOOdway nd FloOd Retarding'Structure; and the Signal Roost; and construction of a levee along the western boundary of

''These would create a management system so there won't be Butte FlOOdway), p teet laDII downstream ~~~ floodwater and' .'UseryMountainPark. ' .,;
Duisance flooding in the East Valley,".said Maricopa County Flood , sediment damage used bYE'rms .,to ~a.clud1ng100-year .' Estimated cost is $52.2 million, '!1th

private developers paying
Control Distrlct Project Engineer Kebtia Buckley:' . : " 'floods. . < ,;n-;:.' . ' ". ,,$17.7 million and the three public entities paying the other $34.5

The estimated cost of the Spook' HUl recommendation is $34.5 Historically flow rom the k HUl wa~rshed discharge into th~ million.' ,
mUllon but the actual cost to the three participants _ Mesa, the GUa River across hat is noW Mesa and'Chandler. The Spook Hill The plan would call for the purchase of 537 acres of right-of-way at
Maricopa County Highway Department (MCHD)and the Maricopa and Signal'Butte s ctures di~ertflows to.theSalt River;. i . $60,000 an acre. . . '
Count)' Flood Control District (FeD) ~ is UDkIIown.. . Because of in .eased devl!!opment in East Mesa, ,streets and "The recommended plan may be implemented by .private

The East Maricopa County study lists estimated costS, ranging asuWities are s g to'be. a "lJ!!jorco~t" to dl1liiiage. In the . developers, public agenc~es ~or a combination of both," the report
high as $84~8 million, but there has been no attempt to break costs· summer of 1984, eavy rainsc~ substantial property:f!8mage to states. ' ,-- " ~" . ..". . ,
down into Mesa, Maricopa County and developer shares. homes and busi sses in East Mesa.' ". c.' The preUmlnary $140,000 East Maricopa County Master Drainage

The Spook HJlI Watershed Master Dratnage Plan Is a joint $100,000 "Division of wnersh1p 1ntQ', numerous small parcelS· will add Plan, prepared for the FCD, develops a master drainage plan from
study sponsored by Mesa, the FCD and the MCHD. The study focused tremendously the cost of p~Viding for. dtalnage," the: study in-
on the w;;.tershed as a whole rather than on a polltlcally-deflned area. dlcates. ~ See FLOOD/page 12
.' .' .', ". _. ,...~ ..~ ." "..t-.:.' "_ ti.;..;:" ;":" •• i :II...

• FLOOD ··r ',-"'C' largeregionalbaslns.
,< ;,~" "'k ·.··~Thfsapproach providescontrriland dlrects-floWssafely througb

From pagel '~; ~, . '. :.:nr::~~derof the. dJ:~~~e sy~~ ,the.R~FlOOdwaY~"~

appro!'lmately Brown R~ to the rowerllne Flooci~ay'near aa'y .Of' . . . ..,J
Road. The watershed. located almost entirely in Maricopa County. ,.~,,', the four alternatives/.the p~(erred one costs the least.
inc1udes:,..four.,dif~ereut.,governme~; Maricopa Coun.ty... Mesa;. estimated at $68.4 million. The plan.;was developed based'on como'
Apache Junction and PinalCounty•.,-= ." ..' ,."',. ,< D.1ents and recommenda.tions from Mesa and the FCD.

The primary objective of the.EaSt Maricopa:COunty' plan' Is to Basin storage of 131-acres could be:reclalmed for other uses in the
develop a drainage system that wtl..I contain a 100-year runoff. . future as,the area reaches full development. The current.value of the

The plan en '10 130 acres is $5.7 million. ." .
'. . compasses -square·mUes- south. of the Usery and Mesa-Pub.liC'Wo••rks Director Dem,-.:· Sloan said the two plans",when'

Goldfield Mountains. The,natural dr~age system'consists of usual- in I
ly dry,.small washes which gow only'durlng and immediately follow- .ti.o~.~~:r.J.~.~IO~g ~~.~ tow!f.; alleviat~,~,.~efl~gsitua-
ing..ram. When the capacity of the.shallow washes are exceeded, 'B k1 d '....
ove!"10ws occur on the land, flooding recently-buUt homes and~~~telo: p~cThmeetinwtlgslo.two plans·Will be held withinbusmesses. mon . ey then be heard by the Maricopa Coun-

Th alt ti '. . ty Flood Control District Adviso~Board and th Board
e erna ve drainage systeM Includes vari9us combinations of vison;-.' ':.'. . . . ~ . . e of Super-

detention' basins and channels whichcwould'form an integrated net·" Once adopted,. It.-four- to five- R"" " . .
work to collect nmoff, reduce ·peak 'flows, and carry runoff to the h will f ~ design and .land acqwsltlon
Roosevelt Water Conservation District floodway '. p ~:an sal~~w.T~ project leng'th will depend on available funds.

The preferred alternative calls for 21 retentio~ basins in the upper finance the m-a::gePl= have fU~ avallable for several years to
watershed, while, in the ID!ddle and lower portion of the watershed, ,"W~llprobably have to finance i :Wtth a bond issue, .. he said.
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Phase BOf Flooo
Control Meet Set
. Chairman Bob Corbin of the Maricopa

COlmty Board of Supervisors has called a
.ma-ting of various government agencies to
discuss Phase B of the county's Com-
prehensive Eload C{m!!:Q1 Plan.

Requested hy the U.S. Army Corps of
En~ineers, the meeting has been set for 9
a.m. Tuesday, March 12, at the County
Administration Building.

Corbin said the main purpose of the
ml'Cting will be to discuss financial par­
ticipation of federal, state, county and
mlU1icipal ageneics in ell'signing Phase B
projed sites for future recreational use.

MARICOPA COUNTY INFORMATION OFFICf
ROOM 604 .
111 SOUTH THIRD AVENUE
PHOENiX. ARIZONA 85003

- -_......

iJh'as~P(t 6rFfo~d ·t~ "-
Control Meet Set

'b' of the Marieopa
Chairman Bob COl In has called a

B -d of Supervisors
C.ounty OUI . ~ . nmcnt agencies I,)
m('('tin~ of "anous gO' er . t 's Com­
discus~ Phase B of the coun Y •

'''h('nsive l'Iooo Control Plan. . f
PI~ . US Army Corps 0
. R('(luestl'd by lhe, ., s 'been set for 9
Enl!.ilw(·rs, tht' mee~1ll1g ~~. at the County
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·1Flood Plan,

i~f Misgivings'
Explaine '.h .,y

t«
list
i .. Gazette'. Tempe Bureau .
lSt' 'l'EMP~ty Manager Louis
njx S. Cooper today cl8rifiedthe
ual City's .stand on' the Maricopa:d County flood control plan. -

"One portion of the plan deals !
les, with Deer Valley area and the i
\ of Indian Bend Wash east of Scotts- i
: dale. We definitely favor flood!
the control but we want to be as- i
re- sored some provisions will be i

g

made for flood waters dumped Ii
into the Salt River bed at the I
edge of Tempe," Cooper said. I

The' $100. million countywide
plan is now under consideration
in Washington, D.C.

lY Tempe Mayor John Moeor
~ said the Indian Bend project is fo
. .' designed to dump 40,000 cubic Jil
no; feet· of floodwater·per second m
is in the Salt River bed. He point- as
~ ed out Arizona State University m
I buildings, as well as other prop-
be erty, are adjacent the river bed.
he'C ·d .ty ffi·al ha dE:nt ooper sal Cl 0 Cl s ve -=
'of sent letters to Senators Carl_
y_ Hayden and Paul Fannin and

Rep. John Rhodes ~g the
i river'. bed situation' be con.
at
l

sidet-ed.,0 ~

~ D! - •



TEMPE DAILY NEWS
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Police - PII

DU'.I° ~\ii FOR LONG - Dark cloud bank over Tempe Butte yesterday (Thurs­
day) foreshadowed things to come. Northbound lane leading to Phoenix had been
cleared day before.of silt deposited by last week's flooding and the sun broke
through the clouds just after this photo 'was taken. Today ar~ is flooded again.

Bill Dooley photo



JUST IN CASE -

Disaster Committee Checks I

Plans For Possible Flooding
Tempe does have a disaster

plan and it was reviewed Wed­
nesday afternoon.

Surprised?
Well, since the advent of Civil

Defense several citizens of the
community, primarily adminis­
trative personnel of the city,
have worked on and kept up-

dated such a plan - even in- "flood situation" - a distinct
cluding possible floods. possibility in the immediate fu-.

That was the reason for Wed- ture. l
nesday's huddle. Chief of Police Worth Farley

To check out the program an headed the parley which was
emergency call went out and attended by: Gale Christy, act­
the s~ assembled in less than ing manager; Bill Hanna, fire
10. mmutes. Then,. for 3{) to 40 chief; Lou Scherer, public works
mmutes they dIScussed the; director; Kent Swisher, adminis-

trative assistant; Douglas N.
MacArthur, city attorney; C.C.
Rivers, building department;
Joe Salvato, parks and recrea­
tion; and Harry Foard, finance
director.
. Mayor John Moeur is also a

member of the committee.
Discussions centered around

- in downstream order - the
Arizona Public Service Co. Oco­
tillo power plant; the campus of
Arizona State University; Tem­
pe's central business district;
the city's sewage disposal plant;
and, the three livestock feeding
operations in the river between
48th and 56th street.



-
AccordlDg to Serenbetz,

the drains were cleaned
three times during the
.Sunday downpour. and are
cleaned each week as a
precautionary measure.

He said moss growing
along a drainage ditch which
runs near the area ap­
parently dislodged and
swept into the trash gatea
.other debris, clogging the
gates.'. .

eliminate flooding like that
which plagued some areas of
Tempe Sunday:' .

Grover Serenb~tz, city
public works director, said
the money would be dsed to
expand tbe city's storm
drainage system..

The statement was- made
after homeowners in flooded
areas complained Monday
the city was d9ing nothing to
prevent flooding.

Mr. and Mrs. Bert Bar-
mun, 14 East Balboa drive, Heaviest flooding in
were flooded for the fomth Tempe was iii the' area of
time in Sunday's deluge, Mill avenue underpass and
.during which nearly ·two on Riviera~ just east of Rural
inches of rain fell in central road. Homes were flooded
TemPe). (Pho~ ~ Mo~d&y'. :=~~ast~;t.W~a a~d.
TON. .. i .
". Other homeoWners in the
Balboa dfive-MlU avenue
section of. the CitY suffered
similar fates. Some told a
TDN. photographer they
were going 1«) sue the City of

. Tempe.
,

Serenbetz blamed.debris
trapped in a drainage ditch
trasb gate for causing the
flOoding of tbe. homes.

$3. ro a
To Stop City floods

, .
The City of Tempe will

spend $3.5 million in the next
.two y~ars in an attempt to



"It's a nice problem," Juetten
said. "The storm two weeks ago on
the 15th and 16th of March really
made our season."

Without those high-country
snows, reservoirs on the Salt River
would have remained unfilled, forc­
ing SRP to pump at leasi 100,000
acre-feet of ground water this year,
he said.

An acre·foot of water covers one
acre to the depth of one foot and
slJPplies an urban family of five for
one year. Electricity to pump an
acre-foot costs about $30.

River flow to close crossings
The Salt River Project opened

the tap on the river through
Phoenix today, sending 900 cubic
feet per second over Granite Reef
Dam in Scottsdale.

"Nine-hundred cubic feet per
second into the Salt River channel
isn't much water," Dick Juetten,
assistant general manager, told
emergency agencies. "It may be we]]
into Sunday before we see it."

The flow is expected to close
.unbridged river crossings through.
out Mesa, Tempe and Phoenix for
the next two weeks.





Police - Phone WO '1·3301
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Page Six

BARRIER REEF - The approaches to Tempe via Hayden and Scottsdale roads
looked like this Saturday evening and most of the day Sunday as water from the
broken Evergreen ditch surged over both roads at the river bottom. At top, a
sheet of water covers Hayden road. Below, currents cross and twist to find a new
channel from Scottsdale road toward the Butte. 'Katy Worth photo

, -_.. _._ .._._ _ _....•......•..... " ....•...
. (ContlnueQ trom ppge 1) decided to ignore the Hayden

river channel near the Hayden I road barricades, drove around
.{ crossing. them and into the water where

Hllb Sn,vder, city engineer, re- their car stalled. Fortunately it
ported no major damage to any stalled where the water was
city t t Th R I . shallow or it might have been

. s ree s. e ura and washed downstream. One of the
Hayden road crossin~ will need I youth reportedly could not
repair, especially along the iswim.

<;hp' l1(lprs l)f the roadway. The A tow truck was called for
• 1, Highway Department removal of the vehiclE'.

nsible for upkeep of the _
-pass.
, midnight Saturday a • America nE'eds more tlag
)f youthful Chandlerites wavers!



•Iyer
Floods
Roads

Tempe Bridge Only
East Valley Crossing

'l'he Salt riWlr was nmning,
river eToMingroad/s were clos­
ed, and 1Iraf1lle was S1UIl"led on
Mill avenue Wednesday morn­
Ing - all '!he aftermath of a
wet, eal"ly-Aprll.

Prosp!eells are that the Salt,
fed by 1Jh.e Verde river, will
flow freely for a few more
~s. Flood CODl:rol dams north
of the Velley We!'e filled to
over.fJ.owing and intgation de­
D1IIlIldlJ were DOt using all wa­
ter being relei:Sled.

Mesa's Country Club drive
was closed Tuesday afternoon
but Cl'OSISinfIs m Tempe re­
mained open unti1late at meht
or early Wednesday morning.
During the day, downstrteam,
Phoenix's 40th, 48th sIreets
and others were closed' as the
water beaded 'boW8I'd the~

It is not~ the tJow
is heavy enOugh to wa9b out
t'he crossings. ·.Damage CIlUl be

. expected, however.
Usually heaVy moml:ng 'Int­

fie was complicated by the· I'Ie­

smnptlim of Arizona State Uni­
versity classes following the
Easter holiday. Nwth-bound
ClII'8 were backed up the full
lelgth of Mm and 8I."OUDd the
curve near Gamuaee auditor­
ium. South-botmd 1nffic, north
of 1lbie bridge, stlrung out OlD

Wo8lli1hinlton to about Lepnd
Cil,). 8Dd Van Buren to Phcle-

x Municipal stadium. Cutty
I'08d 'ftS jammed trom end-to.•
end.

,

. Tempe police put toraMc
81e-ls on blinker end dJrectled
~ manually. In tact,
Chief 01. Pol:f.ee Worth F8l'JIey
lound it Dl'C SI'y to put sev­
eral oft-duty men to work to
band:Je the D1Ol'InIrr&' jam. A
.~" is expec1.led during the
~ hours, probably com.­
plicated by the fact downstream
CIIOI!IISings, open 1bIs morning
are DOW fiooded. '

F.ire Obfet Bill Hanna sta­
tioned one truck aJf;~

Plaza East thiB lI101'nlfng and
p1an,n,ed to dbet; it by radio if
needIJd. This Would avoid

<CcntmUeci on Pa.. Tl

River
(Continued from Paae 11

bridgoi, 1nI:ffic. The same prooe-
: dure is to be con1linued until
; roads are opeln nmma1ly.

Police telepbKmes have been
".swamped" .tbirou~out thIe day
regarddng wibat routes were

, opIen. TIbe stJandiard reply very
, e'alrly was: "Use Tempe bridge."

Reporots of a "disastIrous
flood" were dend.ed all ':round.

'. One OlliUer queried the Arizo­
na Hi~ay p9J\Irdl with: "Is·
water nmniJn,g ova- Tempe
b:l"id~?" AclualL1y, the flaw at
the bridge is thTiee to foUil" feet
deep over the MtllaveID;ue river
bottom by-palSS.

Some ponds USEId by SCotts­
da8.e"S ddsposa,1 plant 'W'eIl"e

washed out.



CONTROLLED CHANNEL - At the same time
the Salt River was flooding a 1~-mile-lWide sec­
tion at Scottsdale Road, an equal quantity of wa­
ter WaJS confiDed rto this relaJtively narrow chJanne1

less than 500 feet wide at .16th Street. Flood offi­
cials :think this indicates appropriate flood con­
trol measures in the Scottsdale Road area could
be expected easily to control a water release such

as occurred Dec. 31. A deeper existing channel
at 16th Street, plus the natural excavating eftiect
of the heavy flow, contributed to k.eeping the Salt
River well confined ,at this point.



["

Flood Control Bids will be re­
ceived by the Maricopa County
flood Control District, 3325 'W.
Durango, Phoenix, on August
15, for the Vineyard Road Dam. The
project (shown as No. 18 on the
accompanying map, located south
of Apache Junction; estimated cost
is about 3600,000.

This structure will be built un­
der contract to the Soil Conserva­
tion Service, although the Maricopa
County flood Control District will
handle inspections and engineer­
ing and will assume maintenance
upon completion. Permanent ease­
ments for this project, as well as
the ,Powerline Dam, just com­
pleted, and the Rittenhouse Dam,
to be built next year, have been
granted by the State of Arizona,
thereby reducing the overall cost
considerably.

The Powerline Dam (shown as
No. 16 on the map) was built by
Wm. Pulice Concrete Construction,
of Phoenix, an AGC contractor.
(See pictures ~ p. 2) The Ritten­
house Dam (No. 36 on the map)
is scheduled to be called for bid
next spring or summer. This will
also be a Soil Conservation Ser­
vice project.

Funds for construction and
maintenance ofseveral other flood­
retarding structures are becoming
available to the Maricopa County
flood Control District through the
present 2¢ flood control levy for
each $100 of real property evalua­
tion. In some cases, federal par­
ticipation through the Soil Con­
servation Service will make con­
struction of these projects more
feasible.

Continued on AGC page 4
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call~~~~1~~',:.i':
a.TIl. Wedilesday,1'{ov.',.20,Qn.1:l. ,··X. oo-'iO~"'tmzelIbOd"'le

proposed' ·~OIDp#~~~:!~::~!t~~1~t6ftYp~S~;':;j~~.r:
control "~rogram. 'fQr 'Mart<:~pa '. ·Apacll'e:· J u'zie t i:Q n{}itnert
County. . structures -'-"Tetarding~basin

TheY).entatively adopted the south of U. S. 6O-7Q-80-90, 4,135
. prograM' in order to set the acre feet storage with '3,960 re­
hearing-:.date: -The compte};len- serve<! for flood morag~ 'Dam
sive plan was drawn 'up; by ·the; will be 3.9 miles long;' maxi­
Maricopa' County flood <controIi 'mum height, 25' feet. 14.8 miles
..district advisory board' and: diS- of floodways to operate in con­
trict 'en,gmeer based 'on' inde- junction with~~~d:iJ:1g:basin;
pendent'-engineeringstudies by. Mesa-Chandler-Gilhert' floOd­
local ~. ., "..... ways --:- 29-mile system of chan-

The;·comprehensive program nels eventually emptyIng into
is divided into tihree:pnority Gila River; I

groups. Total estimated cost of WilliamsF i e ld-C;h and I e r I

the program is $115 million of struCtures -. Two retarding'
which 'cthe federal government. structures totalling 9 miles in
would'pay $89.6 million and the length ,9.2niiles of floodways;
district, $25.8 million. Queen Creek floodway _

Board: Chairman Bar n e Y Channel from Roosevelt Water
Bums emphasized that the first Conservation Dis t r i e t· canal
step 'is approval of a compre- across Pima Indian Reserva­
hensive program: After that tion to Gila River.
cost would he ·estimated and a
bond issue called. If' the full l'
program is approved, debt re-
tirement WQuid ,be set· up for a 1

period of from-ten to 20 yea-rs
in order to 'hold the flood con-
trol district . taxes to a mini-
mum, Burns said.

Projects affecting the Ohand­
ler area are:

Buckhorn-Mesa structures -

I'
\



uckeye
Gila River floodwaters are

c a u sin g havoc with farm
communities south of Buck-.
eye, the sheriff's office re­
ported today. The highway
patrol closed U.S. 80 three
miles south of Buckeye at the
river crossing when waters
began to flow over the bridge
and wash out the western
side.

time ever, and the town of
Aqua Caliente is cut off at the
river as it enters Sentinel,
deputies said.

Rainbow Valley is cut off
from direct con t act with
Buckeye and schoolchildren
are being bused west over the
Gill e s pie Dam bridge to
schools in Buckeye today.

The flood threat to the Ar- The Hassayampa R i vet,
lington and Pillo Verde com- which flows through Wicken­
munities was reduced some, burg, is posing no immediate
according to Lt. James Hill flood threat to the city al·
of the sheriff's office, after though it has now been run­
district engineers dynamited ning bank to bank for 10
the floodgates of the Gilles- weeks.
pie Dam south of the area on The section where the Has-
Sunday.

sayampa joins the Gila River :
WATERS BAD threatened near Palo Verde is still in a

the communities when the danger threat, Hill said, as is
area behind the dam filled the section on U.S. 80 where
and started to back up along the highway runs alongside
the river, he said. the river, just west of Avon-

The gates at Gillespie Dam dale.
had not been opened since it Patrols are also keeping a
was built in 1930 and engi- watch on the Patterson Road
neers worked for a week to section of the highway where
free them before the action the new and old highways
was taken. (Gillespie is an join. .
ear the n dam built during ,
Depression years).

Near the Gila Bend Indian
Reservation at least 10 trailer
homes have been moved and .
several new homes are now
under water and more are
threatened by flooding condi­
tions, Hill said.

The Painted Rock pam now
has 8,000 acres of water
backed up behind it and .sev­
eral farms are under water,
deputies from .the Gila Bend
substation reported today.

IN ADDITION, six miles of I
the river be 0 the dam are I
filled lth w trior the first I



• IFirm Challenges
Low Bid on Dam Ii..

A Tucson company was the apparent low bidder yesterday
for the construction of Vineyard Road Dam south of Apacheand Junction.

:t the Ashton Company Inco's bid of $514,621 was lowest of the
yes· eight opened at the County Flood Control Department, 3325 W.Jr' of Durango.

A representative of William
the Pull C t rt.-..+-......,

then ce onere e "V'""uucuon, Vienyard Road Dam will prob-
g on 3801 N. 43rd. Ave., ebalIenged ably be let near the end of the
f the the Ashton bId on the ground month. Construction is expected

that plans and specifications to start in mid-8eptember, he
d by were not attached. sai.d.

:>elos JOHN C. Lowry, chief flood Construction on the third
lacy, control engineer for the coun~, structure Rittenhouse Dam is

asked the protestor to put his , . '
complaint in writing for referral expected to start m 1968.

the to the dislriet's legal counsel. - •••••••••1
ence • i). The Pulice firm submitted a
are second low bid of $516,153. fit f

~um· The earthen dam will be sit. •
. V. uated 41h miles south of Apache •

Junction in Pinal County, east. •
~lo- of V~eyard ~d. It is the se~ • •
ma ond m a senes of three dams. •

• planned by the Maricopa County.
Flood Control District to pro-. :
!ect property an~ installations. Correcfiye Shoes •
m eastern Man~pa County.. for Chile/ren •

r Nearby, the Powerline Dam was. GROVE'S •dedicated April7.. •

i

COST OF building the dams. S . IS.
. will be borne by the federal. urCJlca Upports •

government, and Maricopa 49 W. Thomas _ CR 4.5562
Ity County will maintain the struc,.•: Bring your Doctor's pr.scriP.l '
ng tures tion to us for exp.rt fitting. i
~n .'. . t Making people comfort. I
m DIStrict 3 SuperVIsor L. Alton • able is our business. t,

/RiggS
said a contrac!:_!~~~;""."'••"'4_



C fill }iPLJ3~
Chandler, Arizona,

IIR/ztJlI.4H
Thursday, Nov~mber 7, 1S

(

Supervisors (all Public Hearing­
On Proposed FloodControl ProgramI

The Boa~d of Supervi,wrs has:', fo~r retardi~g. strtI.ctti't?S 11.2!
called a public hearin!{ for 10 mIles long and.S.l mIles of,
3_m. Wednesday. Nov. '20 on a fl?,:dways. Debr~~basinand di-

. • . .'. VISIOn box to utIlIze floodwater
proposed comprehensive flood for irrigaJion purposes; . .
control program for Maricopa AIJache J un c t i 0 n~G i 1bert.
County. . I structures - 'retarding basin!

They tentatively auoptEo-Q the I south of U. S. 00-70-80-90, 4,135
pmgram in ord£lr to set the acre feet storage with 3,960 re­
hearing date. The comprehen- sen'ee1 for flood storage. Dam
shoe plan was cit-awn up by the will he 3.9 miles long, maxi­
l\·faricopa County flood con t1-01 mum height, 25 feet. 14.8 miles
distl-ict advisory board and db· of floo<!\\-ays to operate in con­
trict engineer based on inde- junction with retarding b.."1sin;
pendent engineering studies by Mesa--ehandler-Gilbert flood-
local firms. ways - 29-mile system of chan-

The comprehensive progl"am Inels eventually emptying into
is divided into Lhree priority j Gila River:
groups. Total estimated cost of! \Villiams Fie Id-e han u I e I'

the program is $115 million of J ~t.ructures - Two retarding,
which the federal government ;::1ructures totalling 9 miles in i
would pay $89.6 million and the kngth ,9.2 miles of flood ways;
district, $25.8 million. Queen Creek floodway _

Board Chail'man B a I' n e YIChannel from Roosevelt 'Water
Burn~ emphasized that the first ConservatIon Dis t I' i c t Canal
step IS apPI'o\,al of a com pre- aCTO:,>S Pima Indian Reserva­
hensive program. After that I tion to Gila River.
cost would be estimated ancl a I
bond issue called. If the full i
program is approved. deht re- i
tirement would be set up for a I,
~Jeriod of from ten to.20 years I '
111 order to hold the t luod COil- I

trol district taxn; to a mini·:
mum, Burns ,.:aid. i

Projects affectIng the C:land­
leI' area arl":

nuckhorn-l\fesa struetul'('" -

l.

(

J
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A meeting for discussion
of the Williams Air Force
Base-Chandler Watershed
project will take place
Thursday night, Jan. 10, in
the basement of the
Chandier .Poiice Depart­
ment building, beginning at
7:30 p.m.

The building is located at
250 E. Commonwealth Ave.

So far, as a part of the
project, the Vineyard Road

..and Rittenhouse Flood­
water retarding structures
have been constructed.

Sponsors of the project,
which include the East
Maricopa· Natural
Resources Conservation
District and the Maricop~'

County Flood Control
District, asked the U.S. Soil
Conservation Service to
study the feasibility of
extending the Roosevelt
Water Conservation District
floodway to the Gila River.

The study has bee:l
completed, and a chief topie
at the Jan. 10 meeting wiJ1
be a review of that study.
Comments of those in­
terested will be used in
developing a supplement to
the authorized plan.

Those not. able to attend
the Jan. 10 meeting are
invited to submit writteIi
material on the topic to
Walter D. White, chairman
of the East Maricopa
NRCD, 110 N. Oregon St..
Chandler, Az., 85224, or to
Col. John Lower of the
Flood Control District of
Maricopa County, 3315 W.
Durango, Phoenix, 85009.
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plans detailed
By DENNIS CARROLL

About 35 members of the North Scottsdale
Homeowners Association last night got their
first detailed 'look at drawings for the
proposed l2.8-mile section of the Granite Reef
Aqueduct which will pass through their
community.

At the same time they were urged by both a
critic and proponent of the Central Arizona
Project to attend CAP environmental impact
hearings being held today and Thursday at
SCottsdale Community College (See above).

Michael Thomas, the acting chief of the
engineering division of the Bureau of
Reclamation's Arizona projects, told the
homeowners that the aqueduct and its. lan~·
scaped dike would provide many recreational
Uses while "incidentally" acting as a
protection against floods.
: He said the earthen dike, while protecting
the Paradise Valley section of the l82·mile­
ioilg canal from drainage coming from the
McDowell Mountain foothills, also would
Provide flood protection frQIIl the same
waters for residents south of the canal.

The homeowners expressed concern,
however, which Thomas told them the dike
could not protect them from rain waters
which fall south of the aqueduct.

The Paradise Valley section of the canal is
to run southeasterly from Cave Creek Road

and about Union Hills Drive to l08th Street
and Cactus Road.

Thomas said the dike provides flood control
for the area by feeding flood waters from the
l28-square-mile drainage area north of the
proposed dike into four areas along the
aqueduct. He said that CAP engineers have
planned no spillway from the canal into the
Indian Bend Wash.

Instead, Thomas said, the basins will be
constructed to contain flood waters that
would result from previously determined
maximum potential rainfall in the drainage
area.

Also at the gathering at Cocopah
Elementary School was Frank Welsh, an
independent environmental engineer who has
been leading the opposition to the CAP.

Welsh maintained the CAP would cost
water users $68.5 million for the next 50 years
for water that's not needed.
. Ife said surveys by state and Federal water
experts show the state's underground water
table could provide water for 10 million
people for decades to come.

Welsh contended the Salt River Project
currently overstores water in its reservoirs.
He said if water was stored in the proper
amounts its release could be controlled to
provide a continually running Salt River
through the Valley.
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"oF.maize.:.':p·Janted:m: .the. >$'~.~t'· ..' •...... , . 'I
lJ1.PQ,:d.'ijlam ,8s. lhe..tolf "cbllrse;j
:1s .8' 'member.:' 0r,theWestside'l
.PO~~ty ~!JhciL .~.,~: '" ':':j
, Co.ncerned· 0..v~r !ieyeIOP'-.·!
·ment of the area as planned,
by..the .county· p~i'k~epart-I
~ent, :Richards ~ld King has ,
.been .m' to see .him ,aco~ple,
oftinles ,:and .has called·up; .i

:~Oo'i' \ . ' .• <" ;::

~.' ',"Iidid~~t·know.·:a<.thing'/
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'·KINGALSO delued:a con-

f
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f si~~,":~~s,aid. i/" '\:.,',:
I," 'Lowfy::said, the> ~,swer '.~
1,·the~h9Ie;problem ~ '~e re­
;: maval of Buch obstructions. as
,. Sa:it" "cedars':f~riI', the:..,: Gila
t from· 'about"'115th '.AVenue'\to
1~ the.' Gille~pie .Darq, a.li:ol1( 30

!~~??~~~~·:>;;{2:1i:;;:£-
(:'<THIS' 'PR01>OSAL'i'offeredJ

1,·~er~~~~:S7:··~~$d'~~s~f~~·1
J a .cleared area down thecen-.
i,ter of the 'river, ,LoWry 's-aid:1
: DoWn this,' Lowry 'explafued~ I
: !h.e·wa~ef ~611.lti·Jli>w..spe~dilY .
. wIthout ,slowmg -down "and!

f;j;;~'i~J
f~~!.~::;· ....;.;~. ~~~



.,
~--

$25,700 Will Build
·-.!19~Se Trail Bridges

__ -A.T~mpe fjrJD was awarded protect Vmey~dRoad in Pin·
the con t r act yesterday to alCounty from floods.
build four equestrian bridges -Followed the recommen.
across the Arizona and Cross- dation of the Maricopa Coun·
cut canais. ty Sheriff's department in re-

fusing to grant an emergency
The Maricopa County Board vehicle permit to David Marsh

of -Supervisors accepted the of 19615 N. 19thAve. Aspokes­
$25,700 low bid of J. W. J. man for the ·sheriff's departo
c::onstruction C9., 4543 Trans- ment said -Marsh _wanted to
mission Road, Tempe. ,. uSe a pickup truck as a fire

__ Engineer Leroy Lewis of the vehicle, but his employer,
County Parks and Recreation Rural Fh-e Department. opo
Departnient. said ~ee of the posed the application.
concrete bndges will be over .

:-the Arizona canal, west. of
19th Avenue, at 24th Street;

-and west of 68th Street. An·-
-·--Other bridge will- be built :ac,;--

cross the Crosscut Canal 400
feet south of McDowell.

LEWIS SAID the bridges
! will improve the Sun Circle
I hiking and riding trail.,

The proiect is the only one
in Arizona being partly fm­
anced by the secretary of the
interior's special continguency
fund, said Lewis.

In other action yesterd~.
the superVisors: .

Accepted an offer by Pin­
al County to maintab.t~
flood control dams south of
Apache ·_-Junction. _Maricopa
County flood control engineer
John C. Lowry said the offer
would_ save Maricopa County
about $8,000 a year.

SITUATED in Pinal County,
the three dams are Maricopa
County projects designed to

-protect eastern Maricopa
County areas from floods.

Lowry said Pinal County of·
fered to maintam the strue- I
tures becau~e th dams will I



.Dam supporters Nithstand bid to ·cut funds
G8ze~r~~~h~n~~~~ureau dams but for construction of a new dam." H.·Ariz., and the chairman and ranking minority

WASHINGTON _ Proponents of a contro. Coulghlin cited a recent report from the federal member of the energy and water developmetlt
versial dam to be built on the Verde River east of gover l1lment's General ACC9unting Office, which subconrinittee - Tom Bevill, D-Ala., and John
Phoenix have fought off a challenge from concluded that using dam safety funds for Cliff Myers, R-Ind., ~
environmentalists as the House Appropriations Dam's! construction would violate the law. ; "If we don't do this, it will cost the taxpayers .",
Committee completes work on energy and water Coukhlin also argued that Cliff Dam had little far ~eater ~mount of money over a longer period
legislation. to do ",,!Ith dam safety, ,<.,'. , ' ?f time," said Rudd, whose congressional distri~~

Th Th d k
· . h 'I d b Re La "Th I I be fi ' ' ,mcludes the dam site.e urs ay s Irmls was e y p. rry E! rea ne lciaries of the dam would be

Coughlin, R.Pa., a nine-term veteran from the real es~lte developers downstream," he said. ,Bevill defended the appropriation as Jnone~
Philadelphia suburbs: The ~;326,000 in the bill would not come from that ~o~ld be used to protect eagles, whib

Co~ghlin sought to delete $326,000 earmarked the Bur!~~u of Reclamation's dam safety account, ,Myers Jomed in on the financial argument. "
for pre-construction work at the dam site. The but from Its general construction budget. Cliff Dam is part of Plan 6, a proposal to build
funds would be used in part to. study ways to Th 1 , , " " two dams and raise the height of a third to

't' te th ft' f d . e bureau, cltmg the expense of r~pairing provide regulatory storage t'or the CAP and' flood
ml Igll , e elect 0 ' am construction on the two unsafe dams near the proposed dam site has I ~ h V I'

endarl,gered bald eagle. proposed, to partially finance Cliff Dam a; the contro or t e aile!, '
"The precedent it would set is very shatter- 'most coslt-effective solution to the Verde River's Ed O~nn, lobbYist for. t~e National Wildlife
g," Coughlin said, "because it. involves, the use dam safety problems ' FederatIOn, called Coughhn s unsuccessful effort

fdr' "th 'h'
. .!lm ~fety funds not for the repair of existing. _ <?~pos~g. ~oug~lin were ~_eps. Eldon R.udd,· be ba~r.;?mg S ot m a long campaign", We'll

I



The Arizona

Bid to ease ,Cliff Dam advances
,Legislation designed to ease envi­

ronmentalist ,,' opposition to con­
struction of the controversial Cliff
Dam.was approved Wednesday by
the state Senate Natural Resources
and Agriculture Committee.

Senate Bill 1397 would estabish a
$2 million fund to make habitat
improvements along the Verde
River. Such a fund is required
under a state-federal funding agree­
ment designed to speed completion

of Central Ariwna Project dams.
The construction of Cliff would

destroy a scenic stretch of the
Verde River and flood the nests of
two pairs of endangered bald eagles.

To prevent construction of' the'
$385 million dam, a coalition .of
national environmental groups has
filed suit in U.S. District Court.

The $2 million fund would be
used to protect the environment
elsewhere on the Verde. I



By MARY A.M. GINDHART
Arizona Republic Staff.' .

Th~ Maricopa Audub~n Soc~ty
promIsed Tu~day to sue to stOp
th~ constructIOn of f.hepropcised

·Chff Dam on the Verde River f''sst
of Phoenix, which would flood ~the
habitat of desert-nesting bald ea"
gles,·an endangered species.,

"In response, ·Gov.· Bruce 'Babbitt
appointed a committee to'negotiate
with the society in hopes of keeping
the issue ou~ of court';· where it
could endanger Arizona's efforts to
.make a deal with Congress: OJi
funding for parts of, the' Central
Arizona Project. _._.

'. " Herb Fibel, \, president of .the
soCiety! said the National AudubOJi
Society also has vowed to fight

- construc,tion of the,dam be~ause of
,the eagles and because that part of
the Verde River has been desig-
nated a federal wild and . srAlnic
river.'., ..,.:,... ._.

"We're not going to roll over and
play dead on this one," Fibel told
members of a .larger Rabbitt c.om~
mittee .studying Jocal funding: for
parts"'Of the CAP. "We'll use every
legal method posSible to fight the
building of Cliff."

Cliff Dam, one of the CAP's Plan
6 projects, would work together
with a modified Roosevelt Dam on
the Salt River to provide flood
control on thE" river though the:
Phoenix area."'" .

Cliff Dam is needed to narrow
the river channel for the planned
$1 billion Rio Salado Project, which
would reclaim riverbed land for
building homes, hotels, recreational
areas, businesses and industrial

,plants.· ..,."
Assistant Interior Secretary Roh·

ert Broadbent warned the Babbitt
funding committee that unless Ari­
zona is in complete agreement when
approaching Congress with a Plan 6
fundi~g offer, the chances of' ap­
proval would be slim.

t'Your only chance is to go as ont:
voice," Broadbent said.

Members of the ,funding. panel
are looking for ways to use local
money to help speed up completion
of Plan 6. They plan to make a
recommendation to Arizona's con­
gressional delegation by September.

Babbitt selected Jack Pfister
Salt River Project general managcr~
Bill Chase, PhOeni",water-manag·
ment adviser; and Jay Rhodes,
member .of the Central-Arizona
Water Conservation District ·,to
meet with the local Audubon Soci­
ety and try and resolye thematw.

Cliff Dam is important to', the
SRP and the city because it would
're~lye safety concerns' a~tthe
'exlstmK Horseshoe Dam, and· Phoe-

.....,..!Jam,·B7

Continued (rom Bl
·nix is interested in buying the CAP
water that would be stored the lake
Cliff would form.

The proposed dam's original
primary purpose was flooo control"
but since floods in 1978 and 1980,:
major work has reduced chances of
flood damages. Bridges to with­
stand larger water releases from
existing dams have been built, a
runway at Sky Harbor Airport has
been protected, and the town of
Allenville has been relocated. I

··Clifrs sole and single purpose
now is to narrow the flood plain in
order to develop flood plain real

.estate deep within the presently
vacant Salt River of metro Phoe­
nix," said Dr. Robert Witzeman,
past president of, the Maricopa
Audubon Society. .

Witzeman questioned whether
any of the funding-panel members
would buy property in the riverbed
that will have as high as a one-in­
five chance of being flooded, de­
pending how close the land is to the
river.

He said ,the Rio Salado Project .
would create 1,400 acres of new

'lakes in the Salt River Valley,
which now has 1,600 acres of lakes.
. "The Rio Salado and its Plan 6
Ireal-estate dams send a profligate
'image of Arizona to the world,"
Witzeman said. "We squander the
nation's income-tax dollars to build
water-wasting, flood-prone real-es­
tate scams in the desert for the
express benefit of one of the
nation's richest, fastest-growing cit-
ies." .
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By Sean Griffin

Gazette Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON - Gov. Bruce Bab­

bitt will offer $327 million in local funds
Tuesday to speed completion of Central
Arizona Project dams.

But the offer, to be considered by the
tltate's congressional delegation and Inte­
rior Department offICials, appears to be
$127 million short.
. That $127 million equals the federal
dam safety dollars planned for Cliff
Dam's construction.

Babbitt's up-front funding committee
and U.S. Bureau of Reclamation officials
'assumed that Cliff Dam could be built
partially with federal dam safety funds
.because Cliff would replace the unsafe
Horseshoe Dam, on the Verde River, and
protect Bartlett Dam downstream.

Environmentalists and some lawmak­
.ers .are challenging that assUmption,
~ng that Congress has made it clear
in approving $650 million for dam safety
repairs in 1984 that none of the funds
was to be used to build new dams.

"This is probably going to be the real
,hang-up," Rep. Jim Kolbe, R-Ariz., said. '

There was no "probably" about it in
the minds of CAP opponents.

See • Dams, A-4

ams
From A·l

.. "CliffDam is nota repair. Cliff Dam is
a new dam. There's no question in my
mind that Cliff Dam is a new dam,"

IDoug Lowenstein, a top aide to Sen.
iHoward Metzenbaum, D-ohio, said.
• Lowenstein said that during the 1984
negotiations that led to passage of the
dam safety bill, "the issue of new dams
was raised, and we made it clear that you
couldn't use the money for new dams."

Sen. Dennis DeConcini, D-Ariz.,
agreed that "safety of dams money was
not 10 be used for new construction,"
including Cliff Dam, under a 1984
agreement worked out with Metzen­
baum.

Michael Rappoport, the chief lobbyist
for the Salt River Project, disagrees.

The ban on use ofdam safety funds fOI
new construction stems from an agree­
.ment between Metzenbaum and Senate
Energy and Natural Resources Commit-

. tee Chairman James McClure, a-Idaho,'

. .Rappoport said. ,

The McClure-Metzenbaum agreement
"was intended to prohibit the construe-'
tion of a new Roosevelt Dam on the Salt'
River or a new Jackson Lake Dam in'

! Idaho," Rappoport said. .

Because Cliff Dam is a legally autho­
rized "suitable alternative" to Orme
Dam, an abandoned CAP project, Cliff
Dam should not be considered a new
facility, Rappoport said.

Alternatives to dam safety funds for'
Cliff Dam include water user contribu­
tiorA and CAP appropriations.



\.

A La e, Aerial Photo Shows•ItQMa

. -.. ~ ': -~ ~

Coul

.,
Of" .

~., ~"~.

ottomral

GRAVEL PIT LAKES - Phoenix's new lakes.
created by the recent flow of floodwaters down
Salt River into the gravel pits between 16th Street.
on the lefl. and Seventh avenue on the right.
present th\ I 11 rom the air. Some of the lakes
filled 40 ~-. so feet deep. and ,they were found a1-

most immediately by motorboat enthusiasts. They
also were found by Leonard Halpenny, engineel
for Water Development Corp.• who had been reo
tained by the Bucke/Ye Irrigation District to ir
vestigate water lossel] along 'the Salt River chan
neI. The gravel r ·,ts. Halpenny pointed out. ao

tually are stealing and retaining for Salt River
Project farmers who have wells near the river
WRter which belongs rightfully to the Buckeye

need for a flood channel for the Salt. pointing out
that virtually everything in this picture, and more
to the north. has been under water in past floods.
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Egmeer
Says Dam
Fasible

Gazette's Mesa Bureau
MESA-Maxwell Dam, north- i

east of Mesa, is feasible even j
without the proposed Central I
Arizona Project. i

I

That's the opinion of Oliveri
H. Lillard, chief of L'1e engi- !
neering division, in the PhOlmix!
office of the U.S. Bureau of!
Reclamation.

Speaking yesterday before a
meeting of Valley Chamber of
Commerce presidents and man­
agers, Lillard said Maxwell I
Dam would pay for itself be­
cause of the varied duties it
could perform.

"IT WOULD make vatuable
returns in flood control alone,"
he said. "In addition, it would
create a fine recreation center
for this growing metropolitan
area and it would furnish some
electric power."

Lillard, however, did not sell
the Central Arizona Project
short. "1 am' confident it will
come up before the next Con­
gress and has a good chance
of passing," he said.

.. \::etltral Arizona Projer;l en­
it iail; a complicated program of
s moving water from Parker
1- Dam through viaducts to a res­
y ervoir that w(\uld be created
11 behil!ti Maxwell Dam. From

~t that point, it would be ill
uted as far south as the T

ia area.
:an Lillard said Maxwell
fol- would create an L-shaped ake
lIy- with one leg going north a ong
e. the course of the Verde River
I." and the other east along
~ey Salt River.

fCMINIMUM SIZE of the lake
W would be three miles north and

e six miles east. With maximum
lere water supply from all sources,
lce. the north leg would be 10 milp.s
.~ long and the east leg. eightI

miles long." I
noc-I I'SuitI The dam woutd be located
rearlwhere tht' Verde and Salt riv-

ers join, and would be au earth­
fill dam more than a mile

not across and· 195 feet high. Origi­
ear nill cost estimate was $40 mil­
'.er- lion, but Lillard saia this would
.a~ be higher now.

Part of the Phoenix-Payson
highway woold have to be re­

on located if the dam is construct­
'ey ed, Lillard smd.

The dam would be about 15
)~ miles northeast of the Phoenix­
n Scottsdale-TeMpe-Mesa popula-

tion complex, and would pro­
ng vide excellent recreational fa­
Id- cilities with the lake it would
. .create, Lillard said.

Gazette Staff Photo

Oliver H. Lillard (left) of the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation discusses proposed Maxwell
Dam northeast of Phoenix with Henry Leppla center) vice president of Mesa Chamber
of Commerce. and Lew Haas of the Phoenir C mb
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: ":the::\< ." .. ··~c>1.'iiliaIth;,bUt, ;JJlJ~>to &;puc .' nng. '
, :.fOmi~;;.C:1e~oD. ('lVas" "'PoS~:~CATIONS .' were····that the

wtilJiext'Mondaf.bY tile'suPer- bOard will .study the proposed,
'visors.,- "'> . .' . progi:am fOr several months be-;

. "TIl ·c.::.':·> ' ••.. '- '··chedul··ed·.to fore.,caIlinga·he.aring;··.. · . ~ :·.' e'$Upel"VlSOrs are s ~ .0 • '. ..=.••~-=;-'== ...~.,.
·.begin 'study ofa prOposed countY· Following adOption 4fthe pro-
, Wide flood control program eallinggralD, the Sl1pervisors' plan to call ;
• for $135millionmeonstruction of a .bond electio,[l.fur funds:to pro­

$m.s,levees.and otlter flood i>r~ ceed.·with co~ction ~fthe ree-
'ventiol1 proj~':"",'~r. "0' ~~ended,proJ~~":.. .

':: The.tw9·niaji>rA:hitiig~'~civOeat- '~e size.of; the bond issue pro­
eel i~:the,.i)rbposedantismog code~' hoWever; will not be. deter­
Were: ',,:,:;1.''c' f'!,~) ~.." mined until. after the flood pro­
c' . • . .. i'- .,' '. :- •. : .:.;; .. ,',. ..,' . gn,.m is Approyed. The·earliest

· .,-HOlJ)lN.'~-hellrII!-gsbefore!he the.·bond election could be' held
.boa:rdof~,p1?-0r.to takirig would bethis';fall .but there is a

.'act!ion,·.~ ..a .·~la:t?r.d, the ~bilitY itwillbe held over'until
• <lOde•• As:.~.,:.z:e~~tions. n0'Yilext year,Said County Manager
.stand;·:action·,againstan offender Charles W~Miller"
.~J;le~"by,h~thdepart. ,. -
.' ment.Officials ~d~'hearing' be-

fore.the .health board WOUld. be
· .granted~only on appeal.

·:·'~nei~cm .: of ·th~e·'iegulations
''aimed.. at 'curtailing the emission
;of':gaSolme vapors in the atmOs­
phere•.

..' The propos!!d flood control pr
gram was recommended Feb.
for ·SUpervisory adoption by thel

--county flood control advisory
bOard...

: . • Before-adopting -the program
; however, the supervisors, as di:

.1 !
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Highway De~rtm'el1t••-.. . . '. Petri cited damage already done to streets and highways cross- touristS and visitors avoiding the area because of the traffic delay .',,fl.~~'
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Mesa became an almost­
isolated peninsula early "today,
when the roaring Salt River rose
over the culverts on North
Country Club Drive, closing off
this city's major access to
Scottsdale, Phoenix and other
northern areas.

McKellips Road, the only
other major westbound arterial
into Scottsdale, has been closed
tInce early this week, leaving
Mesa with access to Phoenix and
points north only by way of
Broadway, Southern Avenue and
Baseline Road, across the

Area
to attend classes today because
of flooded streets, which kept
buses from reaching them.

The problem in getting buses
to the areas was caused by the
release of water into the nor­
mally dry Salt River channel
by the Salt River Project.

The SRP was continuing to
release water at a rate of 13,000
cubic feet per second into the
channel in order to maintain the
level of the Bartlett and Hor­
seshoe Lake reservoirs on the
Verde River.

At the same time, Mesa
school officials said students on
the east side of Mesa would
also be hampered in getting to
school, although all other stu­
dents would be able to attend
classes as usual.

Streets in Phoenix at the Salt
and Agua Fria rivers all were
closed, while other city road­
ways were reported water­
covered but passable.

Meanwhile, northern Arizona
has been virtually paralyzed by
the major winter storm which
moved across the state late
yesterday.

The weather service said a
heavy snow warning was still
in effect for the east portion of
the central mountains and for
southeast Arizona today. trav­
elers' advisories were in effect
elsewhere in, the northern por­
tion of the state.

tleaVY snow closed Interstate
17 south of Flagstaff at Cordes
Junction <lnd U.S. 180 from
Flagstaff to the Grand canyon,
while flooding closed U.S 80
west of Phoenix at the New
River and State Route 88 at
Tortilla Flats, northeast of
Apache Junction.

The Pima County Sheriff's
Department also reported that
the Mt. Lemmon Highway was
closed because of snow.

The major portion of the
storm system was reported by
the weather service to be south
and east of the state early to­
day. However, the weather
service said four to six inches
of new snow could fall during
the day in the White Mountains,
and another four inches in the
southeast above 4,000 feet.

.. • ..
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Verde Water

May Bring
More Woes
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TESTING, TESTING - The recently installed pipes supposed to carrY Salt River water under
Country Club Dr. were getting a good test today as the river flowed with water released from
upstream· dams plus runoff from below the dams. Above, cars make their way through water
running over the highway; below, upstream side of crossing looks like lake. (Tribfotos)

,Country Clu Crossing's
IPipes Get Major Test
.i Traffic flowed today over are the road may be closed is taking some of the excess
,i thl' N. Country Club Dr. cross- again this weekend. from Mormon Flat dam up

irH! ()f the Salt River after be- The crossing, under which 23 the river will have to be open­
. ing temporarily closed early in 60ft. diameter concrete pipes ed between 4 p.m. and 8 p.lI!.

the morning, but indications were installed last month, with- today. Saguaro Lake water
stood flood waters 9 ft. deep would reach the Mesa area in
which poured over the roadway about 16 hours, estimated the
6 to 8 inches early today. Traf- SRP.
fie was closed at 6:30 a.m., At 8 a.m. today there were

. and re-opened at 9 a.m. 64,000 acre ft. of water in Sag-
Strongest test of tlfe crossing uaro Lake. Its capacity is 69"

may come this weekend, how- 765 acre ft.
ever, with announcement by. Unseasonally warm rains fall­
the Salt River Project that "for lng on the heavy snow caps
the first time in 25 years" wa- above the Roosevelt water shed
tel' may go over the Roosevelt h~ caused a tremendously ~a­
Dam spillway. The next two pld and unexpe~ted :un

t
-off .ID-

DOUble-trouble for the Mesa days may see the Roosevelt re- to ~treams feeding m.~ the
area' of the Salt River loomed 1 d "if this h ·t ProJect's largest reserVOIr.
today as heavy rains and snow ease,bean. t appens'ill1 Rains since Dec. 9 have al­
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two systems join northeast of
Mesa, above Granite Reef dam.

Should water have to be re­
leased over the Roosevelt Dam
spillway, as anticipated, the
flow reaching the Mesa a I' e a
would be "approximately the
same as that of last spring,"
said an SRP official.

The spring flood referred to
came from spillings necessary
on the Horseshoe Dam and
Bartlett Dam reservoirs of the·
Verde system. Country C I u b
Dr., north of Mesa, was wash­
ed out by the spring flood.
Since then, the road has been
rebuilt with concrete pipes in­
stalled under the crossing to
handle the flow of water.




