
4 

6 

7 

5 

2 

31 

32 

3 

20 

30 

34 

12 

13 

36 

1952 Cave Creek Control Dam New 'Weak, Rotten ,' 
Phoenix Mining Man Charges - Hokett Cites 
Flood Peril (& Picture) 

September 3, 1 Indian Bend's Plan Revised 

December 5, 1 U.S. Engineers Okay Channel For Area Here 

n Bend Wash - Army Oks Channel Project 

January 1, 1 Okay Tempe Site for County 

January 1, 1 

February 7. 1 

February 19, 1 

, Rotten Condition , Cave Creek Control Dam , W.G. Hokett, Leaky Condition , Mining Lease, last August, Water 4- to 50 
Feet Deep, Half Mile Wide, Letter Ignored , October, United States Senator Carl Hayden, Arizona , Custodian, Built 1922, Salt 
River Water Users Association , Constructed , Stop Big Floods , Three Pictures, Running Water, Cracks, Dam is Water Logged, 
Watched , Inspected Dam , Lies Upon Patented Minneapolis Mining Claims , Judge James R. Armstrong , St. Paul Claim, Mined 
Ore Under Dam . Heavy Rains , Aug . 30th , 1951 , Filled Dam , Leaked , Lease Expired , Water Soaked Leaky Condition 

Revised Plat. U.S. Corps Engineers, Boundary Restrictions , Indian Bend Wash , Indian bdivision Tables, Colonel 
John Lowry, Head of Maricopa County Flood Control District, Planned, Location Flooded Numerous Times . Routing of 

I I I 

Page 1 



16 

33 

8 

35 

9 

15 

14 

21 

March 1, 1 Usery-Superstition Area Flood Control Plans 
OK'd 

March 13, 1963 2 Flood Projects Backed 

July 10, 1963 Approval Urged for Watershed 

August 1, 1 

Rain , 1 

Harquahala Valley Has Heavy Damage to 
Lettuce, Mil let, Cotton, Di tches 

October 19, 1963 Man , What A Storm! -Whole State Hit­
Scottsdale Ok, But Maryvale' s A Mess Again (& 
Picture) 

19, 1963 Barry's Rally Rained Out 

Engineer, General Manager, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Build Dam , Section 15, Apache Junction , . John 
C. Lowry, Half-mile Long, 50-foot High Earthen Retaining Wall , Weekes Wash , Richard Damiano, Ed Tomas, Property Owners, 
Area, Proposed Dam , Structure, Built, Soi l Conservation Service, Flood Control Projects, Maricopa County, Protested, SCS 
Plan, County-wide Project, Congress , Funds, Sentiments of Property Owners, Proposed Damsite, Weekes Wash Dam, Pinal 
County Residents, Palm Springs, Maricopa County Supervisors, Dam , Flood Bluebird Mine, Only Tourist Attraction , Protect 

Maricopa County Board of Supervisors , Approved , Agreement, U.S. Soil Conservation Service, Federal Approva l, Flood Control 
Projects , Usery-Superstition Watershed , Eastern Maricopa County, Three Projects, Levees, Protect, South, East of Mesa , 
Tempe City Attorney, Countywide Flood Control Program , Donald Meyers, Flood Control District Attorney, Flood Control Distri ct 

sory Board , Federal Participation , Congress , Construction , John Lowry, Flood Control Engineer, Pinal County Board of 
pervisors, East Maricopa, Queen Creek, Mesa-Tem pe Soil Conservation District, Buckhorn-Mesa , Apache Junction-Gilbert, 
I 

ntrol rojects, Army Engineers Board and le 
Project, Channelization of Indian Bend Wash , Arizona Canal , 7 Miles South, Salt River, Hayden , Miller Roads, Diversion Levee, 
Little Colorado River Ice House Wash Fun Arizona Flood Control Officia ls 

J. Rhodes, Morris . Udall , Approval , Bu Watershed Project, House Agriculture mittee, 
hed-flood Control Project, Maricopa, Pinal Counties, Federal Money, Apache Junction-Gilbert, Williams Filed-Chandler, 

Queen Creek Flood Control Complex, Whitlow Ranch Dam , Completed on Queen Creek , Superior, Dikes , Channels, Gather 
Floodwaters, Salt River Valley, Gila River, Flood Protection, Subcommittee Under Rep . W .R. Poage, Topography, Dangerous 
Flash Floods, Rainstorms, Drench Mountains, Walls of Water, Without Warning , FVU Committee and Senate Agriculture 
Committee, Maricopa County, Board of Supervisors, Maricopa County Soil Conservation District , Mesa-Tempe Soil 
Conservation Distri ct, East Maricopa County Soil Conservation District, Queen Creek Soil Conservation District, Protection to 
Mesa, Junction, Gilbert, Williams Air Force Base, General Motors Ground, Land 
Boss Luke White, Round-Up Club, Revival, Dam in Box Canyon , Delbert Kirby, Recreational Director, Maricopa County 
Officials, Hal Warner, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Money, Build U.S. Department of the Interior, City Attorney Frank 
Stanlis , Secretary of Interior Stuart Udall , Appropriated by Congress, Arizona, Warren Kelly, Arizona Game and Fish 
Commission , Reuben Stifel , John Burden, Tom Wilmeth , Bill Bass, Andy Hervey, Carl Brost, R.D. Mci ntosh, Carl Beillen , Don 

ey's North End , , Hail , Wind , Sept. 9, Lettuce Destroyed, Cotton, op Crop Knocked Off, Millet, Big 
ool Sheds, Blown Away, Roads, Washed Out, Damage, Concrete Ditches, Joe Martori's Buckhorn Ranch, Break, Replaced, 

Buckhorn, Brunt of Storm , Jackson & Perkins, J.A. Wood Farm , Calzona Farms, Mary E, Steve Martori , Salt River Valley, Salt 
River, Buckhorn Ditch , Charles Softley, Water Coursing Through Ditches, Spi ll Out, Wash Away Berm , Unsupported Concrete, 
Pouring Rain, Holes , Gahi Millet Fields, Hammered By Hail, J&P Work Crews, Muck , Sheep Belly-deep in Water, High 
Concrete Wall , Blown Over or Washed Over, Cyclonic Wind , Road Damage, Repairing Underground Telephone Cable, Dikes 

i il i 
Dust Rain , Valley, Scottsdale, Flooded Streets, Scottsdale Rd ., Indian School , Hurricane Mona, Coast of Mexico , 

Downpour, Maryvale, Heavy Flood Damage, Cloudy Skies, Scattered Rains, Heaviest Rainfall , Payson, Sky Harbor 
Phoenix, 32nd Avenue, West Camelback, Rainfall , 25th Street and Bellview, Seventh Street and Baseline, Cordes 

Junction , Mesa Experimental farm , South Tempe, Winds Up to 43 Miles per Hour, 50 Miles per Hour, North Scottsdale-Cave 
Creek Area , Power Failures, Trees Blown Down , Crops, Three Persons Ki lled , Rain Slick Roads, Dirt Roads, Unsafe, Rains 
Closed Grand Avenue at Glendale, Peoria Underpass, 91st Avenue, Indian School to McDowell , Van Buren, Agua Fria River, 
Cave Creek Road , Bell Road, Luke Air Force Base, Flooding, Phoenix-area Homes, 17th Street and Yavapai , Gila Bend, 

I 
Arizona Project, 
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18 

19 

26 

17 

28 

I Work - Possible 
Within A Year 

November 1, 1963 County to Study Need of Water Supply Zone 

November 1, 1 

November 1 , 1 

November 6, 1 

November 7, 1 

Million Flood Control Plan Okayed by Board 

Board Gets Flood Plan From Army 

County Flood Control Plan Includes Mesa Area 
Work 

Urgent Need for Flood Control At Indian Bend 

29 November 19, 1963 Before Board of Supervisors- Indian Bend 
Project Hearing Set Tomorrow 

23 January 2, 1 Wreak Havock in the Valley 

ntywide Flood Control Program , $155 Million , Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, Public Hearing, Proposed Survey, 
Data , Topographical Map, John Lowry, Chief Engineer, General Manager, Maricopa County Flood Control District, County Bond 

I 
Bond Issue, Comprehensive Flood Control Program , Flood Control District Engineer, John Lowry, $115 Million 

Program , Board of Supervisors, Federal Government, Central Arizona Project, Right-of-ways , CAP, CAP Funds , Used Jointly, 
Cut Down Local Cost 
Flood Control Work , $9 Million Lower Indian Bend Channel , Scottsdale, Maricopa nty District, e of 19 
Recommended Projects , $115.4 Million Countywide Flood Control District, Board of Supervisors , Public Hearing , Indian Bend 
Project, Construction , Indian Bend Wash, Development, Concrete-lined Channel , Seven Miles , Arizona Canal to Salt River, 
Scottsdale Road , Federal Government, Col. John Lowry, General Manager, Chief Engineer, Secretary of Defense, Bureau of 
Budget, Congress , Sam Tucker, Former Phoenix City Engineer, Flood Control Advisory Committee, Right of Way Obtained , 
Maricopa County, Bond Issue, Barney Burns, Chairman , Flood Control District Formed in 1959, Flood Control District Levy, Into 
Effect in 1960-61 , $130,000 from Tax, Operating Expenses , Staff, Reports, Feasibility Study, Maxwell Dam , Salt River 

Water Replenishment Zone, County's West Basin , M.E . Salsbury, County Flood Control District Chief Engineer, Zone 
Established 1954, July 1, 1964, Re-established, West Basin Water Association , Board of Supervisors, Burton W . Chace, 
Kenneth Hahn, Los Angeles, Segundo, Manhattan Beach, Inglewood , Hermosa Beach , Redondo Beach, Hawthorn, Lawndale, 
Torrance, Gardena, Rolling Hills , Rolling Hills Estates, Palos Verdes Estates, Underground Supplies, Buy Imported Water, 

I 

Maricopa County Board of Supervisors , Public Hearing, Proposed Comprehensive Flood Control Program , 28 Separate 
Projects , Three Priority Groups, Federal Government, Maricopa County Flood Control District Advisor Board , District Engineer, 
Engineering Studies , Barney Burns, Board Chairman, Bond Issue Election . Mesa Area , 15 Projects, Structures , Earthen , 
Construction , Buckhorn-Mesa Retarding Structures , Mesa, Chandler, Gilbert, Earthen Diversion Walls , Floodways, Debris 
Basin, Diversion Box, Floodwater For Irrigation, Apache Junction-Gilbert, Gilbert Mesa, Williams Field , Higley, Chandler Areas , 
Retarding Basin, Apache Highway, 4-mile Dam , Mesa-Chandler-Gilbert Floodways, 29-mile System , Emptying Into Gila River, 

Where Salt and Verde Met, Salt River, Verde River, Flooded Channel , Phoenix, Floodwaters , Banks, Heavy Damage, Salt 
River Valley, Arizona Public Service Co., Transmission Line , Downed 80-foot Steel Tower, Seventh Street, Undercut by 
Floodwaters , S. Central Avenue Bridge, Bridge Sagged , Supporting Pile Sank , 24th Street, Rooftop Rooster, Flood-submerged 
Home, Jack Rabbit Road , Southeast of Buckeye, Inundated , Gila River, Maricopa Freeway, Eroding South Approach , Maricopa 
Freeway Bridge, Landis Aerial Surveys, Tempe Bridge 
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FLOODING REPORTS 
in the 

HYDROLOGY LIBRARY 

1943 ~lood Report .......................................... 80.8-00-1-08/43 
Analysis of the Failure of Indian School Bridge ............ 80.0-00-0-00/00 
Assessment of Flood Damages Salt-Gila Aqueduct- Reach B ... 80.4-00-9-10/84 
Assessment of Flood Damages Salt-Gila Aqueduct- Reach B ... 80.4-00-9-07/84 
Arizona and WC New Mexico/November 1978-March 1979 Floods .. 80.6-00-9-03/79 
Compilation of Flood Data Maricopa 1965 .................... 70.6-00-1-06/67 
Compilation of Flood Data for Maricopa 9/65-9/70 ........... 70.6-00-1-06/67 
Compilation of Flood Data for Maricopa 9/65-9/70 ........... 70.6-00-1-12/72 
Desert Floods/Southern Arizona Floods 9/62 ................. 80.5-00-1-09/62 
Eastern Maricopa County Flood July 1984 .................... 80.9-00-9-07/84 
Flood Aid and Damages ...................................... 80.5-00-1-00/00 
Flood Conditions Along Salt River .......................... 36.0-00-9-12/59 
Flood Conditions Along Salt River .......................... 36.0-00-1-12/59 
Flood Conditions Along Salt River .......................... 80.0-00-9-12/59 
Flood Damage Report-December 1978 Flood .................... 80.2-00-1-11/79 
Flood Damage Report-December 1978 .......................... 80.2-00-9-11/79 
Flood Damage Report February 1979 .......................... 80.2-00-9-02/79 
Flood Damage Report SC Arizona & SW New Mexico ............. 80.2-00-8-01/80 
Flood Damage Report Glendale/Maryvale ...................... 80.2-00-9-06/64 
Flood Damage Survey February 1980 .......................... 80.2-00-9-02/80 
Flood of June 22, 1972 ..................................... 80.2-00-9-06/72 · 
Flood August 1963 Prescott, Arizona ........................ 80.6-00-1-08/63 
Flooding in East Maricopa County ........................... 32.9-00-9-08/88 
Flooding in Eastern Maricopa County/1984 ................... 80.9-00-9-07/84 
Flooding Problems of 8/28/88 ............................... 80.9-00-9-09/88 
Floods of December 1965- January 1966 Salt-Gila ........... 80.0-00-9-12/65 
Floods of October 1983 in Southeastern Arizona ............. 80.5-00-1-03/89 
Harquahala Valley Flood 9/24-26/76 ......................... 04.3-00-1-11/76 
Harquahala Valley Flood September 1976 ..................... 04.5-00-1-11/76 
North Mountain Flood of August 1943 ........................ 80.8-00-1-08/43 
Phoenix Flood Damage Survey February 1980 .................. 80.2-00-9-02/80 
Phoenix Flood Damage Survey February 1980 .................. 80.2-00-9-04/81 
Report of Flooding Near 32nd Street 

and the Arizona Canal ..................................... 80.9-00-1-08/86 
Report of Flooding Near 

32nd Street and the ACDC .................................. 80.9-00-9-08/86 
Report on Flood of June 22, 1972 ........................... 80.2-00-9-06/72 
Report on the Arizona Floods December 16-20, 1978 .......... 80.7-00-9-05/79 
Report of Flood Conditions at Phoenix Summer 1951 .......... 80.5-00-9-00/51 
Storms, Floods, and Debris Flows/Arizona 
and Southern California ................................... 80.0-00-0-00/00 

Storms in the Phoenix Metro Area ........................... 80.5-00-1-00/00 
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March 10, 1914 

Verde River at Sears Ranch. 
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Br idge December 1923 Tempe 



b r 1923 Tempe Bridge Decem e 

Salt River 
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04/05/ 29 Verde flood at Central Avenue Bridge 
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October 2, 1941 

GILA RIVER 

Business damage , Duncan (high water mark on door) 



October 2, 1941 

GILA RIVER 

Residential damage, Duncan. 
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Agua Fria 1951 
Road Crossing 



1951 Road crossing at Agua Fria 



• 
8/3/51 Fence post in left foreground shows depth of water at Avondale 

crossing and Agua Fria River . 



8 /3/ 51 Avondale crossing, Highway 80 Agua Fria Rive r in flood 

• 



C AGUA FRIA RIVER 
8 /3/51 

Another usually dry river, here is the ~ua Fri~ at the Southern 
Pacific R.R. crossing at Avondale. All aesert newcomers wonder ~ 
why we have those bridges over dry riverbeds. Thi s is the reason. 
This is a lso the reason for this proposed flood control program. 
Est. 40,000 CFS . 
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Flooded house in Avondale - 1951 



Flooded House in Avondale - 1951 



8/3/51 Flooded labor camp at Avondale Arizona 
Water came from Agua Fria River and local drainage . 
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Litchfield Park - 1951 



August 3, 1951 - Highway patrolman being towed out of a hole 
washed in Litchfield Avenue at the south end of Luke Field. 



Litchfield Park farm area - August 1951 
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Litchfiled Park area - August 1951 
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8/3/51 Dike at Wayne Thornburg 's on east side of New River at "J" Avenue -
dike subsequently failed . 

-. 



• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 



~~; ; 
I ;· .t.~ 

;· 



• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 



I 

I 4t 

Spring of 1953 (approximate) 
New River at Glendale Avenue (before bridge) 
(bridge built Oct. 15, 1960) 
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10/30/59 9:00 A.M. 
Intersection Scotts=l=e,___~~-=~~ 

7, ·.? o A -/'f 

~~~~$~ ~~~~ SG~~-~· ~~~~~~------------~----~ 
10/30/ 59 11:30 A.M. 
Shea Blvd west of Road 



10/30/59 9:00 A.M. 
Intersection Scottsdale Road & Salt River 

I. 

E 

10/30/59 9:00 A.M. 
Intersection Scottsdale Road & Salt River 

2. 



10/30/59 11:45 A.M. 
Bell Road - East channel of Cave Creek Wash 

10/30/59 11:45 A.M. 
Bell Road - West channel of Cave Creek Wash 
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December 1959 - Country Club Drive north of Mesa 
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NEW RIVER 

Showing ob s truction left 
under bridge affecting 
flows. 

These have been removed 
by Highwa y Dept. 

Glenda l e Avenue Bridge & 
New River. 
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The Phoenix Gaze 
Eugene C. Pulliam, J:>gblisher 

"Where The Spirit Of The Lord Is, There Is Liberty" 
II Corinthians 3: i 7 
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How Wide Does The Gila Roll? 
The question of a flood control 

channel in the Gila River between 
its cop.fluence with the Salt River 
and Gillespie Dam may be Water­
loo for the Maricopa County Flood 
Control District. It strikes us as 
extremely doubtful that the people 
will ever approve a suggested bond 
issue if present tentative plans are 
not modified . 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engi­
neers, upon the planning of which 
the district relies heavily, is insist­
ing upon clearing a 2,000-foot wide 
channel through the salt cedars 
and similar growth in the Gila river 
bed. The cost to the taxpayers of 
Maricopa County would be an esti­
mated $210,000 immediately, an­
other estimated $53,000 annually 
for maintenance, and an additional 
estimated $20,000 annually until the 
sum of $825,000 should have been 
repaid to the federal government. 

The actual costs probably would 
be far higher, considering the his­
tory of such estimates. 

The $825,000 figure, incidentally, 
represents what the Army Engi­
neers say would accrue to Mari­
copa County in value of water con­
servation. It is based on a figure 
of $8 per acre foot of water. The 

going price from existing wells in 
the Buckeye district is around $3.50 
per acre foot. 

More to the point, however, is a 
very grave question about the ne­
cessity of the extremely costly pro­
gram. There is a sound body of 
opinion that a 500-foot wide chan­
nel would be every bit as effective 
for flood control as a 2,000-foot 
channel, at a fraction of the cost. 
In fact, there is some question 
whether any channel at all would 
actually ever justify its cost, con­
sidering the basis upon which it 
has been pictured as "necessary." 
The planning is predicated upon a 
storm equal to the worst ever 
known in Arizona, but spread over 
more territory and falling upon 
ground already so saturated that it 
could not hold more moisture. 

The Arizona Game and Fish De­
partment has been pictured as 
being the sole opponent of the wide 
channel because of danger to wild­
life. Taxes being what they are, 
we suspect a lot of ordinary citizens 
may be more extreme than the 
game department in their opposi­
tion if a look of empire building 
begins to develop in the flood con­
trol picture. 

The need doesn't justify waste. 



Council To Meet 
With O fficials 

Tc1npe and the proposed 
Maricopa County Flood Con­
trol program will be discussed : 
al a special council meeting 11 
Thursday (tonight) al 7:30 p.m. f 
al city hall. Additionally, the 

1 
t 

agenda calls for consideration -
of the city·s contract with Salt 1 
River Project and announce­
ments of appointments to var­
ious cily boards and commis­
sions. 

Interested citizens are wel - 1 

come to attend, it was reported I 
from the office of Mayor Ber · \ 
nard Caine. 

Regarding flood control, es- j 
pccially plans for the Salt Riv­
er channel near Tempe, mem­
bers of the county's advisory 
board, city officials and other 
interested parties will discuss 
the situation with the council. 
Tempe has been represented at 
several meetings on the matlcr 
to dale. 

Prime concern to the city is I l 
the plan for the Indian Bend ' 
projocl, drainage for Paradise 
Valley and the Scottsdale area. 
Next is the levee p lanning for 
both the north and south siLie& 
of the channel, cast and west 
of Hayden (Tempe) Bulle. 

B i g g e s t expenditures are 
~continu ed on Page 31 

Salt River 
(Continued from 0 al!e 1) 

planned at the far northern end 
of the Valley, according to an­
nounced plans of the leaders 
of the tax - supported Maricopa 
County Flood Control District. 
In fact, a major, county-wide 
bond election may be held in 
the near future to f inance the 
project in conjunction with 
Army Engineers and federal 
aid. 
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··e6.:w\der the stateR!~d.e, .grOUlltli-'!'lra-1 
·~:~J:V'ey ' !rom . . 
~J?Iing 1962. It emPhasizes grouna­
wa~ei- conditiOfls in the- highly de­
veloped agricultu ral areas. 

-Greatest decline in ·the ground­
water - level' was found in the Salt 
Riv~r Valley and lower Santa 

·cruz basin, the report says. 
Small rises in water level w e r e 
noted in the Saffqrd and Duncan 
basins. . 

In ' the Mesa ·area, '' water ' level 
. fluctuations r.angea from ,·a :r-ise of 
· ,_two~~ feet to . a. decline of ··20 ·feet. 

·-For - the • most .part :larger -declin!lS 
were in -· the area no'rtheast of 

· ~esa . where pu~ping is : CQD­

. ce,trated. ' 

~ ~ . The declines were least near 
>Tempe and south of Chandler, the 1 
_report_ notes. The overall down- ! 
ward trend . of the 
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Okay Channel : 
For Area Here 

The U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, South Pa­
cific division, today rec­
ommended constmction 
of a $7.2 million channel 
as a flood control mea­
sure to protect the City 
of Scottsdale and adja- II •' 
cent areas. 

The favorable report 
on the project was based 
on a public hearing held 
at Phoenix, Dec. 9 and 
has been sent to VVash­
ington, D.O., for review 
by the board of engineers 
for rivers and harbors. 
The board must give ap­
proval before constmc­
tion is authorized. 

T h e concrete · lined 
channel would be about 
seven miles long and 
would connect the Ari­
zona channel with the 
Salt River along Indian 
Bend VVash. 

Further written com­
munications by interest­
ed parties may be sent to 
the board of engineers in 
time to reach it by Janu­
ary 4. The South Pacific 
division said these com­
munications should not 
repeat material previous­
ly presented at the public 
hearing, the United Press 
said. 

\ 



INDIAN BEND WASH 
J TH~ AIIZONA I 3 

D u PO a Thursday, December 6, 1962 

I 

Army Oks Channel Proied 
The U.S. Army• Corps of Engineers Wednesday recom­

mended construct,ion of the controversial $7.5 million 
Indian Bend Wash channel as a flood control measure to 
protect the city of ~cottsdale. 

The favorable , report on the project has been sent to 
Washington, D. C. for review by the Board of Engineers for 
Rivers and HarQ<>rs. The board must give approval before 
federal funds can be authorized for construction. The report 
was based on a public hearing held in Phoenix Dec. 9, 1959. 

The proposed concrete-lined channel would be about seven 
miles long and •would connect the Arizona Canal with the 
Salt River along Indian Bend Wash. The wash runs north 
an d south betw~n Hayden and Miller Roads, east of Scotts­
dale and north of Tempe. 

A spokesman 1 for the engineers corps said written recom­
mendations by 'interested parties may be sent to the Board 
of Engineers fn time to reach it by Jan. 4, 1963. The 
spokesman satd these communications should not repeat 
material previously presented at the public hearing. 

At the heari~g, Tempe officials protested that the channel 
would divert oodwaters into the Salt River at such velocity 
that it could c use flood damage in Tempe. 

Tempe City Attorney James R. Holman said Wednesday 
the city council has recommended to the Maricopa County 
Flood Control Advisory Board that high priority be given 

( I . 

. , 

to construction of a levee along the southside of the primary 
flood area. He said the recommendation calls for the levee 
to run from the Mesa sewage treatment plant to about 40th 
St. in Phoenix. 

" It is estimated that about 40,000 cubic feet of water will 
spill from the channel at peak use," Holman said. "While 
some steps are being taken to slow and partially control 
this flow, it still presents a threat to Tempe." 

"We would have no great objection to the flood channel 
if we are assured of the protection of a levee, however," 
he said. 

John C. Lowery, chief engineer for the Maricopa County 
Flood Control Dist., said the Army Engineer Corps is con­
sidering a project to clear the Salt River bed, adding channels 
and levees ~n necessary spots. 

"The Indian Bend Channel is only part of an extensive 
county-wide flood control plan," Lowery said. 

• 



• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 



4STH STREET DRAIN 
1963 

Looking west from 48th 
Street dawn the Drain. 

Drain ditch at 48th 
Street looking south, 
east side of street. 



49~H ST~ET DRAIN 
1963 

Looking west from 48th st. 
showing old flume. 

Looking west down the 
Drain from 40th Street. 

Drain at 40th Street, 
looking west from east 
side of street. 
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ecis, •WVUJ'7"'"'' ""'.,."-" ·Ul··U!KI:S.,IIDOI 

channels, 
across the 

Riv~ Vall~y ~d"'··'""·r;y.·,,,wcm 
th~ Gila 'River. ",.,. .. 
. The '-tWo, Arlzona:··: .. , CX$igt;elssmenl 

noted that in ever':i inStance, 
benefit'S to be. derived exceed by 
silbSW~tial amounts the cost of the 
flood protection. 

lliEY TOID. the subcommittee 
under Rep. W. R. Poage, D-Tex., 
that peculiar topogl-aphy of the 
stare creates dangerous ' flash 
floods from rainstorms that drench 
the mountains and send Walls ·.of 
water cascading into the valleys 
almost without warning. 

After hearing the' lawmakers, 
Poage's subcommittee approved 
Buckhorn-Mesa and reeommend­
ed it to the frill agriculture com­
mittee. U it is approved by the 
FVU committee and the Senate \ 
Agriculture Committee t a k e s I 
similar action, the project will 
be authorized without additional 
legislative action. I 

·· ~ 
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\Youth Washed Into Culvert 

Moyers Survives Terrifying Experience 

SCENE OF NEAR TRAGEDY •.... Th is is the cul­

vert into which Jim Moyers plunged last Friday 

night in the huge downpour. Moyers, was stand­

ing on the northwest corner of 85th street and 

Apache Trail Boulevard when he was pulled sud­
denly intoawhirlpool of muddywaterwh ich 
sucked him through the culvert, under the high­
way, and deposited him in the island between the 
eastbound-westbound highways· Moyers mira­
culously alive today, is at right . 

The cloudburst wh ich hit the west shoulder of the highway to 
Apache Trail area and Mesa go toward them. 
last Friday could have easily He was swallowed up in a 
claimed the life of J ames Mo- whirlpool of muddy water and 
yers, 18, of Gilbert. swept out of sight to the horror 

Moyers and his girl friend, 
Miss Linda Teague of 326 N. 
85th Place at the Twin Knolls, 
had attended the showing of 
"The Great Escape" in Mesa . 

Miss Teague 's pare nts, Mr·. 
and Mrs. T ,C, Teague, intuiti­
vely feared fcir the young cou­
ple's safety and attempted to 
reach them at the theatre. The 
call was never completed, due 
possibly to the storm, so they 
started a trip to Mesa in the 
storm, traveling Apache Trail 
Boulevard, to intercept them. 

At 85th street and The Tr-ail, 
Moyers and Mis s Teague found 
they could drive no further, so 
parked. Moyers , seeing the 
Teagues parked in the turnoff at 
85th , s tepped from the north-

of the Teagues who were wat­
ching helple~ sly. 

Moyers disappeared into the 
sewer, swept through it under 
the highway and was mira­
culously deposited in the area 
between the two (eas tbound­
westbound) highways. 

As soon as the Teague s could c 
reach him, they took him to 
Mesa's Southside District hos­
pital for a check up. Outside 
of shock Moyers was declared 
okay . He remained in Mesa 
overnight with a r elative of the 
Teague<; since his parents in 

1 
Gilbert were away at the time, 
vacat ioning in Miss is sippi. 

Moyers graduated from Gil­
bert high school this past 
spring. 

Hi::: comment on the exper­
i<ence - "I thought I was dead. 
What a horrible way to die! '' 

..........•• , ......•. ~··························· ........... _ 



/If !Jell~ 
Friday, August 23, 1963 

Chamber Takes Stan 
On Flood Problem 

A resolution expre:; s lng con­
cern about the r ecent flood do­
mar.{e nlonp; Apache Trn 11 plus 
a plea for action thor steps be 
taken to prcwnt additional 
flooding was passed Thursday 
by the Chamber of C ommerce. 

The chaml>er action came af­
ter president Lee Olson had 
summarized seveml Individual 
cases when.: tl1c · IIC'n vy rains 
last WC'ekC'nd had severC'Iy da­
maged loc·aJ property. 

At the next meNing of the 

chamber board, It Is expected 
letters will be author ized to Im­
press upon local and federal of­
fie lois, as well as congressional 
representatives , tl1c severity of 
the local situa tion and the po­
tential danger of even g1·eater 
Joss In thc /t'vent of majo1· rain­
st orms. 

Tile chombC'r meetlnp; Thurs­
ctny nt La llaclenda Steak House 
was attended hy 20 persons , the 
largest crowd fur any s ummt•r­
tlm e chambC'r ses s ion. 

:::7C/. 5 e NT! /1/&L.... 

In other matters considered, 
there was some discussion of 
the suggestion that the name of 
Apache junction be changed to 
Apache. This idea was. pre-
sented by Blll Burgduft Some 
members Indicated the idea may 
have s ome merit, hut !'leveral 
voices were heard in opposition. 
Since there appeared to be no 
strong feeling one way or ano­
ther, no further action was ta­
ken on the proposill. 

President Olson appointed 
Ken M.lllcr as chairman of the 
nominating committee. Mem­
bers named are Bill Haus and 
John Newman. The committee 
will nominate members to fill 
three positions on the board of 
directors that expire this year 
as well as a term being va­
cated by the resignation of Mrs. 
jeanette Vehon Lake. 

The directors whose three-
year terms are expiring are: 
Dr. c. G. Newland, Lee Olson 

and jack Vineyard. 
The nominating committee 

w1ll propose at least two names 
for each post to be filled. 

Olson reported to the cha-
mber members that plans are 
now underway to reprint the 
Apache Junction "fact sheet." 

He said the new version, with 
latest Information and vital sta­
tistics r eflecting the continued 
growth of the area, will be even 
larger and more complete. 

Olson, who is a member of 
the Pinal County OC've lopment 
hoa rcl, told the chamber that 
plans by that board had been 
completed for preparing a 
16mm film extolling the virtues 
of Pinal county. He adcled that 
the script calls for Apache 
.Junction to be featur ed In both 
the opening and closing scenes. 

Filming is expected to start 
next month with the final ver­
sion available for showing hy 
Jan. I. 

Tl . ~ 

0 
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Youngsters today found Hatcher Road between 16th and 19th avenues a water playground afte 
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~ Av6nd~le 
A'" .. · :· if r· <t 

: Mo~~ Reveilue: 
;j/ ' . . j 'i;)f;,-;~ 

.' 'k:~ .. .' - . ~ ,:--1t!f.~l 

·' fs;·$182-- 62·7 ~ 
' _ .. , ..... · :: ·~~::::±::.::.:::.:~ ._;:.-, " 
,. A '(sunimarY ::.of..:. . .~;evenu'e's and ·· 
· expe~diu{fl:li by·'- 1he··.··d 1'}:.' '· of 
'· A v~~dale for-- the~ 6 "~~nth-;;r ~~ i-
; od ended -Dec. 3• 1 ;- ·. 1962~present-
.. ~d ··10 councilmen' last ~·ij~t-

shows the. citv -with a totaf~ sUi-~ - · 
plus of $>138:5115~72. :"_, '·;~ · 

' - ~ ".: .:...~, -. -~. .... ~ ·- ... ,_·, . 
;REVENUES c'cillect ed --'for: clle 

-six-month" period ~-ldtaled 1$182,- · 
627.40 as ;· ~mpare(f' io ~· e't>endi­
tures of $136,621.-61 ;·-·a; .. difference · 
of $44,649. 'Ibis, · · added · to the 
surplus figure as of Jul#'•1, , 1962 
-$92.50?.~3 - :-mad6}._ up·: the 2· 

138 515 -/:. total -'• ... ~ ·. '"' . •' , '"' . ; · - -~~- -;·· ~ ~,-' . ." _: .. ··· 
~ . A bJea~d~~ · i>{ ;~v~~~,is~~o,~-

lected showed $46;689.18:-/ from 
f';,t J · t::.t . 

~le Housing . during · th~- · six 
months; $39,483:78 in · water re• · 
venuef. . $>19,629.26 in sanltJ:lly· 

j.:-si!Wer ' Fe\i'enue;:-'l~6.69-~< iJ'-r-g;ts--~­
. tax revefiue anl~-g~iieral ; ~d, 

$69;983.19. ''· ')i.,r, ;: ·_ <'"!. -; ,~. 

COUNCl!LMEN! ~t the 'meeting 
adopted · a ·motion -by Cecil Howe 
<that assistant p<)i.i~'t..Cbief Dewey ' 
!Lee's salary be rnisid~ from -$420 i' 
to $460 per month.- : .. · 7~{- "-
/ Jn . other action' •. the · council:'-·_:· 

Adopted Resolution 94\.'d~p-; i 
proving ">.: the p~liminary· :;;.!'flood · 
control . plan of ' -: the .. , Maricopa ' 
County Flood Control ' Qistri~ 
on condi,tion that the Agua/ .Fria, 
Salt and Gila rived be pro'Perly 
c!laneled so as to : ~ccomodate 

· ·the increased water flow without 
danger to the citY, that Jeve'ci, be 
c6nstructed at the-1 ,district's ' ex­
~nse to, pro:ect ''$e ~city 'sbw.age 
plant, and that care be taken t0 
-keep the program .. economical so 

as not to haYe it ~become. an'- un-
b~able burd~ ~o¥ ~the t~payer, / 
, COL JOHN -C. ~Lowry, QiillLct 

) lood con~gineer_ met with I 
the ,council at a spcX:ial !meeting 
_held T hursday: at 7"·j!~~-· ~~JS:plain~ I 
~ _the program, ~ .. :-.as)ked · for 
the council's ··approVal.': with' such 
COnditiOnS as it fe)t I ecb,ary.· i .. , ~ I -""' ' -.~ •. ... _ ................ ..,....., 



AVONDA~~ SETS CONDITIONS G--c~,--C3 
"'=== 

Flood Control Plan OKd 
Special to The Gazette expense to protect the Avondale REVENUES for the six months 

AVONDALE - The Avondale sewage plant and that care be totaled $182,627.40 as compared to 
City Council has conditionally ap- taken to hold costs down 50 the e~enditures of $136,621.61. The 
proved a preliminary flood con- . difference of $44,649 added to the 
trol plan proposed by the Mari- proJect does not become a burden surplus of July 1, 1962, of $92,-
copa C o u n t y Flood Control on taxpayers. 509.93, made up the year's total 
District. In other business, the salary of surplus. 

One council provisions was that Assistant Police Chief Dewey Lee Principal items in the revenue 
the Agua Fria, Salt and Gila was raised from $420 to $460 per were: ,$46,689.18 :rom the Avon-
rivers be properly channeled to month. dale C1rc~e Housmg project du.r-
accommodate the increased water . . mg the SIX months; $39,483.78 m 

. flow without danger to Avondale .A fmancJal report showed the water revenue; $19,629.26 in sewer 
, · Ctty of Avondale had a surplus of revenue; $6,586.69 in gas tax reve­

THE COUNCIL further ~ked $~38,515.72 for the six-months pe- nue; and $69,983.19 from the gen· 
that levees be built at district riod ending IDee, 31, 1962. eral fund. 



• 

• 

• 



8
/6

/6
3

 
T

ak
en

 
ju

s
t 

e
a
s
t 

o
f 

1
9

th
 A

v
e.

 
a

b
o

v
e 

A
ri

z
o

n
a
 

C
a
n

a
l 

sh
o

w
in

g
 

e
x

te
n

t 
o

f 
fl

o
o

d
in

g
. 

N
o
te

 
w

a
te

r 
li

n
e
 

o
n

 
s
id

e
 

o
f 

c
a
r

. 



8
/6

/6
3

 
L

o
o

k
in

g
 

n
o

rth
 
a
c
ro

ss 
th

e
 

A
riz

o
n

a
 
C
a
n
~
 

ju
s
t 

e
a
s
t 

o
f 

1
9

th
 A

v
e. 

N
o

te 
pum

p 
is

 
ta

k
in

g
 
w

a
te

r 
fro

m
 

flo
o

d
e
d

 
a
re

a
. 

A
p

p
ro

x
. 

3
0

 
h

o
m

es 
w

e
re

 
flo

o
d

e
d

 
in

 
th

is
 

a
re

a
. 



8
/6

/6
3

 
L

o
o

k
in

g
 
w

e
st 

o
n

 
H

a
tc

h
e
r 

R
d

. 
ju

s
t 

e
a
s
t 

o
f 

1
9

th
 A

ve
. 

sh
o

w
in

g
 

e
x

te
n

t 
o

f 
flo

o
d

e
d

 
a
re

a
 

a
b

o
v

e
 

A
riz

o
n

a
 

C
a
n

a
l. . --



8
/

6
/6

3
 

T
ak

en
 

ju
s
t 

e
a
s
t 

o
f 

1
9

th
 A

v
e

. 
ab

o
v

e 
A
r
i

z
o

n
a
 

C
a
n

a
l 

sh
o

w
in

g
 

ex
te

n
t 

o
f 

flo
o

d
in

g
. 

N
o

te
 

w
a
te

r 
lin

e
 

o
n

 
s
id

e
 

o
f 

c
a
r. 



• 

• 

• 



1963 
-

C
ave 

C
reek

 
D

am
 



1963 
-

C
ave 

C
reek

 D
am

 



1963 
-

C
ave 

C
reek

 D
am

 



C
ave 

C
reek

 D
arn 

1963 

. . 
~
 



C
av

e 
C

re
e
k

 
D

am
 

1
9

6
3

 

--

,. 



C
av

e 
C

re
e
k

 
D

am
 

1
9

6
3

 



C
ave 

C
reek

 D
am

 
1963 



C
av

e 
C

re
e
k

 
D

am
 

1
9

6
3

 



C
ave 

C
reek

 D
am

 
1963 



C
av

e 
C

re
e
k

 
D

am
 

1
9

6
3

 

'' 
~ 



• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

ARIZONA FARMER-RANCHMAN October 5, 1963 

FLOOD, HAIL, RAIN, WIND 
Upper End Of Harquahala Valley Has Heavy 
Damage To Lettuce, Millet, Cotton, Ditches 

HARQUAHALA Valley's no rt ~ 
end got battered by rain, flood, hail 
and wind the night of Sept. 9. All 
within a few minutes as much as 
1 000 acres of young lettuce was de­
stroyed. Several hundred acres of 
cotton had the top crop knocked off 
and all the open c o t t o n stained. 
Whole fields of millet, . being grown 
for seed, will never be harvested. 
Two big tool sheds were blown away. 
Roads were washed out. 

But the worst of all was damage to 
concrete ditches. On Joe Martori's 
Buckhorn Ranch, at least two miles 
of ditch must be replaced. A break 
of only a few feet means that. the 
ditch must be rebuilt for a consider­
able distance, since concrete always 
sinks a little into the earth after get­
ting "set" and it's impossible to get 
the earth under it compacted .to ex­
actly the right firmness for even 
settling. 

Apparently B u c k h or n got the 
brunt of the storm. One of the two 
blown-away sheds was there and the 
other was on the Jackson & Perkins 
place, just to the south. Steve Mar­
tori's Mary E, to the west of Buck­
horn, and the J. A. Wood farm, to the 
east were badly hurt. Calzona Farms 
sha;ed i n t h e losses, particularly 
lettuce. 

This doesn't sound like very many 
farms but Harquahala runs to big 
units.' The Mary E, for instance, is 
4,000 acres. Total acreage w h e r e 
major damage occurred is probably 
in the neighborhood of 20,000. 

Some Lettuce Replanted 
Steve Martori replanted 150 of his 

250 acres of lettuce, though he is 
doubtful if the gamble will pay off. 
Every lettuce district aims at a par­
ticular m ark e t spot, and Harqua­
hala's success depends on getting in 
just ahead of Salt River Valley. That 
replanted after the storm will be 
competing with Salt River and one 
or two other districts. 

Joe Martori, who lost at least half 
of 400 acres of lettuce, decided to do 
no replanting. He was a f r a i d he 
wouldn't get back the cost, which is 
$21 an acre for seed alone. 

Incidentally, the Buckhorn ditch 
losses would have been much heavier 
but for the p r e s e n c e of mind of -
Charles Softley, Martori's superin-

tendent. He saw that the water cours­
ing through the ditches would spill 
out lower down and wash away the 
berm so the unsupported concrete 
would break into innumerable pieces. 
So he went around with a sledge 
hammer in the pouring rain, knock-

FLOOD CONTROL 
The latest Harquahala flood has 

speeded planning for a system of 
dikes and channels to protect the 
whole valley. D.A. Dobkins, head 
of the flood control division of 
the Soil Conservation Service at 
Phoenix, called on the Buckeye 
work unit for all information 
about the Sept. 9 disaster. Later 
he sent some of his technicians 
out to collect further details. 

ing holes to let the water out where 
it would do the least harm. _ 

The saddest sights are the Gah1 
millet fields , Buckhorn's and one or 
two others. Gahi stands seven or 
eight feet high, but not 25% of the 
stalks are standing today and the 
heads were hammered by hail. Other 
stalks are lying over, twisted and in­
terlaced until no harvester could pos­
sibly handle them. 

Bales from a stack of Jackson & 
Perkins hay were scattered over the 
countryside for half a mile. A week 
after the storm, J. & P. work crews 
were still shoveling muck out of 
ditches. The company's 750 acres of 
roses were not injured. But the 
Buckeye Valley News carried a pic­
ture of a band of sheep standing 
belly-deep in water that covered a 
J. & P. pasture. If the flood had risen 
a little higher, those sheep would 
have drowned. 

A high concrete wall around J. A. 
Wood headquarters was either blown 
over or washed over. Chances are 
that the foundation was weakened 
by water, and the terrific force of a · 
cyclonic wind did the rest. 

Road damage was not great but a 
county crew, repairing one break, 
cut an underground telephone cable. 
That inconvenienced the whole com­
munity for a number of hours. 
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Who Says There Are No Real Rivers on Desert! 
SIGHT SELDOM seen is the 
Hassayampa River aflow~ but 
this was sight that greeted mo­
torists on the Palo Verde-Has-

sayampa , Rd. last weekend. 
Photo was taken Saturday mor­
ning. A day earlier, as wet 
banks and mud·encrusted un-

derbrush proved, the r iver had 
been in full flood, filling area 
from one end of bridge to the 
other. 
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I Us!f!~fPlfrfiftio;-i--;e~ 
I Flood Control Plans OK' d 
> The Maricopa County board of 
·supervisors has approved an agree-

trol district advisory board recom- , 

mendation. Meyers said · the agree- ! 
ment would not obligate county 
funds for the proj ects. 

ment with the U. S. Soil Conserva­
tion Service to seek Federal ap­
proval for three flood control pro­
jects in the Usery-Superstition . Work plan agreements are re-, 
watershed area in eastern Mari- quired before application oan bel 
copa Cou nty, it has been announc- made for Federal participation in 
ed. flood control proj ects . If Congress 

The three projects, consisting okays the plans, the Federal gov-

1 

chiefly of levees. are des igned to ernment would pay the total cost 
protect the section of the county of construction, an est imated $11.4 

i south and east of Mesa to the Pinal million. 
1 

I 
Cou nty line. John Lowry, flood control en-

The supervi so rs postponed action gineer, said written approval of 
Feb. lS when the Tempe city at- the agreements has been received 
torney argued the agreement from the --Pinal County Board of 
should not be entered into until a Supervisors, and the East Mari­
countywide flood control prog ra m . copa, Queen Creek and Mesa-Tern-
is adopted . j pe Soil Conse rvatia(l, Districts. 

' Unanimous approval wa~ vo ted ' Th e three proj e~ts arc known 
I Monday after an opinion from Don- as the Buckhorn-Mesa, Apache 
I aid Meyers, flood control district Junction-G ilbert and wmiams-
atlorney, backed up the flood con- Chandler watersheds. -/ . .J 

l 
l 

I 
I 
f-­
\ 
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Wednesday, November 6, 1963 SECOND SECTION 

County Flood Control Plan 
Includes Mesa Area W orl~ 

The Maricopa County Board 
of Supervisors will hold a public 
hearing Nov. 20 at 10 a .m. on 
a proposed comprehensive flood 
control program for the county 
that may cost an estimated 
$115,000,000. 

The program, with a total of 
28 separate projects, is divided 
into three priority groups. The 
federal government would pay 
$89,600,000 and the flood control 
district would pay $25,800,000. 

Supervisors tentatively adopt­
ed the program, in order to set 
the hearing date. The compre­
hensive plan was designed by 
the Maricopa County Flood con­
trol district advisor board and 
district engineer , based on in­
depc:1dent engineering studies 
by area fir.ms. 

Barney Burns, board chair­
man, said that the first step 
calls for approval of the overall 
program. After that, cost would 
be estimated and a bond issue 
election called. 

If the full program is ap­
proved, debt retirement would 

be set up for a period of 10 to 
20 years in an effort to hold 
flood control district taxes to 
a minimum, Burns said. 

Projects affecting the Mesa 
area include one among the 15 
projects of first priority and 
three of six in the second prior­
ity group. Seven more projects 
are in the third priority. 
areas. The structures, earthen 
the construction of Buckhorn-

is the Mesa-Chandler-Gilbert 
floodways with a 29-mile sys­
tem of channels eventually 
emptying into the Gila River. 

Third project in the second 
priority is the Williams AFB­
Chandler project with two re­
tarding structures totalling nine 
miles in length and nine miles 
of floodways for the Williams 
Field, Higley and Chandler 
areas. 

Mesa retarding structures for , __ _ 
the Mesa, Chandler and Gilbert 
areas. The srtuctures, earthen 
diversion walls, would be 11 
miles long with eight miles of 
flood ways. 

A debris basin and diversion 
box would be constructed to 
utilize floodwater for irrigation 
purposes. 

In the second priority group 
is the Apache Junction-Gilbert 
structure for the Gilbert Mesa, 
Williams Field, Higley and 
Chandler areas. 

It would provide a retarding 
basin south of Apache Highway 
with a 4-mile dam and 15 miles 

· of floodways. The dam would 
provide 4,135 acree feet of stor­
age with 3,960 acre feet reserv­
ed for flood control. 

Also in the second priority • 



. $70 Million Flood Control 
Plan Okayed by Board 
A $70 million flood control cial ~chool bond elections total- I 

• d b th u s ing $6 620,000. : project propose y e . . • . 
. a Scottsdale p u b 11 c Schools 

: Corps of Engmeers was ~- asked for a $5,880,000 bond elec-
: proved yesterday by the Ma~l- tion to be called Dec. 11. The 
· copa County Board of Superv1s- bonds would be used to finance 
: ors. a new high school and a ne:v 
. . . , elementary school, plus add!-
. The proJeCt IS part or a ~115 tions to existing facilities. 
• million county w1de flood con- . 

trol program scheduled for pub- Paradise Valley J:ligh Scho~~ 
, lie hearing Nov. 20. District was autho~zed to ca 

an election for the Issuance and 
THE NORTH and northwest sale of bonds totaling $740,000 

sections of the county would be for purchase of the present high 
protected fro~ flo~ damage by school site and for addition to 
the Army engineers latest pro- the school plant. 

.. gram. It would include a system 
of dams on Cave Creek, Skunk 

· Creek New River and Dreamy 
: Draw: diversion channels in 
1 Deer 'Valley, and channel im­
'' provements along Cave Creek, 

Dreamy Draw, Skunk Cree~, 
New River and the Agua Fna 
River. 

Federal funds would cover 
$59.7 rrillion of the $70 million 
project with the remainder com­
ing from Maricopa County. 

IN OTHER action the super­
visors approved the call of spe-

f\~ 
County to Study eed assessed valuation 'ls levi~ 

in these ueas to finane. tb.e 
water conservation program 
to benefit the eommunlti~ 
named. of Water Supply Zone 

The county still depends 
Re-establishment of a spe- Supervisors Burton W. upon its underground 

cial water replenishment Chace and Kenneth Hahn supplies for ro~ore than half 
' zone in the county's west said the zone includes a its daily water needs. 
· basin will be studied soon by small part of Los Arigeles The replenishment pro­
! ~I. E. S a 1 s b u r y, County and all or part of El gram funds are used to buy 
· Flood Control District chief Segundo, Manhattan Beach, imported water for the West 

engineer. Inglewood, Hermosa Beach, Basin barrier program, for 
. The zone was established Redondo Beach, Hawthorne, construction of the West 
l in 1954 and will expire July Lawndale, Torrance, Garde- Coast Basin Barrier Project 
> 1, 1964, unless re-establ'ished. na, Rolling Hills, Rolling t? half further brine int~u­
, The West Basin Water Hills Estates, Palos Verdes slon of fresh water supplies 
· . . . along the coast and to 
1 Assn. advocates 1ts contm- Estates and_ some unmcor- investigate reclamation of 
! uance and the Board of Su- porated terntory. waste waters BJt the Hyper-

pervisors ordered the study. A 5-cent tax per $100 ion outfall plant. 

•• 
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Beavers Rip ~0-20 In Mud; 

Scottsdale fJJi Progress 
ARIZONA'S FASTEST GROWING NEWSPAPER 

30c Per Week- JOe Per Copy SCOTTSDALE, ARIZONA, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19, 1963 Vol. Ill - No. 211 

Man, What A Storm. 

VENICE?- Nope, you're looking north on Scotts­
dale Rd. from Camelback at 7:30 a.m. today, with 
streetlight poles reflected like streaks of light in 

Progreti~ Photo. by George Adams 

the four-inch deep water that covered the thor· 
oughfare. Only shallow-draft, flat-bottomed craft 
allowed. No power boats. 

Scottsdale OK, 
But Maryvale's 
A Mess Age~·-
Wind, dust and then rain - tons of it - hit the 

Valley last night and early today. 
Scottsdale saw its share of flooded streets, but 

police reported none were blocked although several 
were covered with water as early morning motorists 
sprayed their way up and down I 
Scottsdale Rd. and along Indian 
School. 

The wind and the rain were 
the last gasp of hurricane Mona, 
that started its assault this week 
along the coast of Mexico. 

Few areas in Arizona escaped 
the downpour. 

On the west end of the metro­
politan area, Maryvale, already t 

dealt heavy flood damage earlier I 
this season, was reported hit 
heavily again. 

School 

Continued cloudy skies with I T 
scattered rains were expected in 
this afternoon with a clearing vei 
trend forecast in the northwest. nat 

The heaviest rainfall report- by 
ed by a regular station was sch 
1.65 at Payson. Sky Harbor Air­
port at Phoenix had 1.42. 

At 32nd Avenue and West 
Camelback in Phoenix, rainfall 
measured 1.85. Other reports 
included 1.70 at 25th Street and 
Bellview, 1.68 at Seventh Street 
and Baseline, 1.50 at Cordes 
Junction, 1.14 at Mesa Expet'.i­
mental Farm and 1.07 in south 
Tempe. 

-----~-==========--=====================:c==========- , Winds up to 43 miles an hour were reported at Sky Harbor 
Airport and of more than 50 
miles an hour in the north 
Scottsdale-Cavecreek area. 

Power faiiUTes were numerous 
and trees were blown down, 
but law enforcement authorities 
said no heavy dan1age was re­
ported except to orops. Loss es­
timates were not available. 

Three persons were kileed in 
traffic crashes that were at a 
least partly blamed on rain­
slick roads. 

Many dirt roads around the 
state were considered unsafe 1 B 
for driving. 

Rains closed Grand Avenue I 
at Glendale Avem.ie in Phoenix, .A 
the Peona underpass, 9lst Ave-
nue from Jmlian School to Me- 1 
Dowell, Indian School and Van me 

, 

1 

Buren at the Auga Fria River, 
" Cave Creek Road, Bell Road, w· 

and all roads to Luke Air Force I co 
Base except U. S. 80. Ma 

Some flooding was reported in 
. • Phoortix-at·ea homes, especially 

in the vicinity of 17th Street and 
• Yavapai, police said. 

The PhOOPix rain brought the 
area's total for tile year to 6.51 
inchEs, three-quarters of an inch 
above normal. 

other rainfall reports around 
the state in the past 24 hours 
included 1.15 at Gila Bend, 1.52 
at Maverick .72 at Prescott 
.59 at Flagstaff, .81 at McNary, Fn 
and .45 at Tucson. pe 

'We Must q 
J_.&L---~------__..~-~ 
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Progreso Photo by Hun ter Gooch 

NDOZA 
sa dodge 

lttacks 
tegy 
'l'lissiles in Cuba was only a feint 
ance, said a refugee attorney from 

t, 63, said the missiles put ln Cuba 
ates by kindling this country's fear 

refugees from using this country 
as a base from which to strike 
Castro forces in their homeland. 

He said the United States has 
missed several to 
drive Ca o 

BRIDGE 
Ice Skater Does 

Fancy Head Work 
Shein wold 

'-----By ALFRED SHEINWOLD -----

It isn't true that you must al­
)'.'ays return the suit your part­
' llil has led. For example, you 
may ri .. jla. ve a card of his suit. 

YO'!I fnay be taken suddenly 
11 tp tlil middle of the hand and 
go oWt~ the hospital without re­
turning any card at all. A note 
from your doctor will clear your 
good name. A third possibility 
is that you may decide to use 
your brains. 

South dealer 
Both sides vulnerable 

NORTH 

WEST 

• J 10 9 
<:;A96 
<> 8 4 3 
... J 10 7 2 

EAST 
• 7 6 '• K 8 3 2 

<:;J843 <:! K 10 7 5 2 
() 10 9 6 OK172 •5 ... A 6 3 

SOUTH 
• A Q 54 
<:I Q 
0 A Q S 
"'-KQ984 

South West North East 
1 oto Pass 2 • Pc.ss 
3 NT All Pass 

Opening lead - ¢ 2 

West opened the deuce of 
diamonds, and South won with 
the queen. Declarer led a club 
to dummy's jack and returned a 
club. East took the ace, and 
West discarded the deuce of 
spades. 

East was perfectly healthy. 
In fact he was Peter Pender, 
a celebrated athlete who con-

ducts an ice-skating school ln 
Vancouver when he isn 't win­
ning b r i d g e championships. 
Healthy or not, Pender did not 
return a diamond. 

Instead, Pender got off thin 
ice by returning the only card 
that could defeat the contract. 
It's easy to find if you're look­
ing at all four hands, but Pender 
worked it out by logic. 

We t's opening lead was very 
Informative. The deuce of 
diamonds was evidently fourth· 
best. ince West could not hold 
any diamond lower than the 
deuce, West started with on­
ly four diamonds • 

Surely West would have led 
from a five-eard suit if he had 
held one. When West showed 
up with only 011e club, it was 
clear that he had four'"'~ ;!a 
in each of the other suu,.4 
If West had four hearts, South 

had only one heart. Clearly 
hearts was the suit to attack. 
Since South's singleton heart 
might be the queen, Pender re­
turned the king of hearts. 

This demolished poor South. 
He had only eight tricks at best. 
When he tried a spade finesse, 
the opponents ran the rest of 
the hearts and collected a two­
trick penalty. 

If East had returned a dia­
mond, South could have afforded 
the spade finesse. The defenders 
would take only two diamonds, 
a club, and a spade. 

Rally Rained Out 
PHOENIX (UP'll-Sen. Bar­

ry Goldwater, R-Ariz., a prime 
prospect for the Republican 
l{e.sitiential nomination, only 
had"trme for ~ few jabs at the 
Kenn~y administration before 
rain dispersed his audience 
here Friday night. 

the first rain ln more than a 
month. 

Goldwater charged President 
Kennedy has "no determination 
to end spending, while cutting 
taxes." He predicted at the 
present rate the national debt 
would grow by $20 billion by 
next year. 

The Arizonan told the Repub-

lican rally he expected the sen- is 
ate subcommittee that studied ... 
the Central Arizona Project ~ 
legislation would approve it, 
and that the bill would be pre­
sented before the House by next ca 
year. Goldwater also said he ye 
believed the subcimmittee had gr 
conductd all the hearing-...ne- au 
cessary on the project. ~ te 

pr 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE Answer to Yesterday'• Puzzle teJ 
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Floodwat 

WHERE THE SALT AND VERDE MET- Already overloaded 
Salt River, bottom, is joined by Verde River, at right. The com­
bination dumped 79,000 cubic feelt of water per second into the 

reak Havoc • the Valley zn 

Republic Photo .by Jack West 

flooded channel that cur ves away at top toward Phoenix, forc­
ing the floodwaters oult of the normal banks and causing heavy 
damage when it reached the Salt River Valley. Arizona Public Service Co. Photo 

TOWER DOWN - A crew from ·Arizona Public Service Co. untangles a 
230,000-volt transmission line from a downed 80-font steel tower at Seventh 
Street and the SaU River. rower toppled Friday after its 15-foot concrete 
base was undercut by the floodwaters . 

VIEW FROM THE TOP - This is how the col­
lapsed southbound lane on the west side of the S. 

Republic Photo by John Polich 

Central Avenue Bridge looked yesterday after­
noon. Bridge sagged when supporting pile sank. 

ROAD IN POOR SHAPE - Holiday sightseers yes­
terday rwere watching more water come down the 
Salt River than most had ever seen before. This 

Republic Photos bY Ludwig Keaton 

group is standing on 24th Street, looking south 
across what was a busy artery early Friday morn­
ing. 

·-~· 

t -!' .;.·.; ., 

RepuDiic Photos bY Pete Marinovich 

ROOFTOP ROOSTER - This is how a rooster atop the roof of a flood-sub­
merged home greeted the New Year yesterday on Jack Rabbit Road, about 
7 miles southeast of Buckeye. Four other homes in the area were similarly 
inundated by floodwaters from the Gila River. 

Photo by Landis Aerial Surveys of Phoenix 

MARICOPA FREEWAY - T.his shows the eroding south approach to along ·the Salt River by Landis Aerial Surveys. This bridge was on . 
the Maricopa Freeway Bridge, looking froll). the northwest, yester- one of the two road crossings of the river still open in the Valley yes­
day afternoon. This was one of 75 aer ial shots taken of the flooding 'terday, the other being the Tempe Bridge. 
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INDIAN BEND FLOOD CONTROL WORI{ ·· 

Possible Within A Year 
Flood control work may begin 

in about a year on a $9 million 
lower Indian Bend channel in 
Scottsdale, officials of the Mari­
copa County Flood Control Dis­
trict said Tuesday. 

The channel, one of 19 recom­
mended projects included in a 
proposed $115.4 million county­
wide flood control district, was 
reviewed at a press conference 
at county administrative offices. 

The board of supervi ors 
Tuesday also set a public hear­
ing Nov. 20, on the flood con· 
trol program. 
The Indian Bend project direct­

ly affects Scottsdale since its 
construction would open up be­
tween four and six square miles 
of land in the Indian Bend Wash 
for development. The concrete­
lined channel would rm1 seven 
mile from the Arizona Canal at 
Indian Bend to the Salt River, 
one-half mile east of Scottsdale 
Road. 

Total estimated construction 
cost of the channel is $9,020,000. 
The flood conb:ol district will pay 
$1,770,000 of the amount and the 
federal government, 7,250,000 if 
the project is approved. 

Col. John Lowry, of Scotts­
dale, general manager and 
chief engineer for the district, 

1Jrogress Phuto 

LOUIS JURWITZ, left, chairman ·of the citizens 
committee for the County Flood Control I·istrict 
and Col. John Lowry, of Scottsdale, chief engineer 
for the program, study a map of ·the county-wide 
district. 

wald the Indian Bend channel 
project Js now before the sec­
retary of defense. From there 
it will go to the bureau of the 
budget, then to Congress. 
Lowry and Sam Tucker, form­

er Phoenix city engineer and 
outgoing member of the flood 

control district advisory commit­
tee, said the Indian Bend project 
is U1e furthest advanced of all 
the district projects. Tucker said 
it's possible it may get final ap­
proval within a year. 

Construction can't begin on the 
project until the right of way is 

obtained by Maricopa ounty. 
The federal government is pay­

ing for all construction costs of 
the proposed project and the 
flood control district for right of 
way, relocation of utilities and 
maintenance. 

After the public hearing next 
month, study will begin on meth- ' 
od of financing the project. The 
district board of directors, which 
is the county board of supervis­
ors, will most likely decide on a 
bond issue to pay the county's 
share. 

If the board or supervisors 
approves the comprehensive plan 
after the public hearing, cost 
will be estimated and a bond is­
sue election probably called. 

If the full program Is ap­
P•!·\'ed, debt retirement would 
be set up for a period of from 
10 to 20 Jears in order to hold 
the flood control district taxes 
to a minimum, according to 
:Barney :Burns, chairman of the 
board of supervisors. 
If the Indian Bend Channel is 

approved before the district fi­
nancing program is approved, 
Tucker said, it may be possible 
to arrange local interim financ­
ing so that the project won't be 
held up. 

The flood cvntrol district was 
formed in 1959. A flood control 
district levy of two cents per 
$100 of assessed valuation went 
in to effect in the 1960-61 fiscal 
year. 

The $130,000 annually realized 
from the tax is for operating ex­
penses for Lowry and his slaff 
and for voluminous reports com­
piled in making the three-year 
feasibility study. 

Other projects affecting the 
Scottsdale area are the Maxwell 
Dam and the Salt River chan­
nelization . 
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County OKs 
$115 Million 
Flood Plan 
A countywide flood control 

pr?~ram, estimated to cost $115 1 
Irullion, was tentatively adopted 1 
today by the Maricopa County 1 
Board of Supervisors. t 

A public hearing on the pro- J 
P?sal w~s scheduled for 10 a.m. -
: ov. 20 m the supervisors' meet­
mg room at the county annex 
3325 W. Durango. ' 

A proposed survey of portions 
of the flood district to obtain 
data for a topographical map 
was approved on recommenda­
ti?n of John Lowry, chief en­
gmeer and general manager of 
the Maricopa County Flood Con­
trol District. 

The county's share of the cost 
es~iJ?ated at $20 million to $2S ' 
rrulhon, would be financed by a I 
county bond issue. The balance ~ 
would be paid by the federal 1 
government. 1 

The program would include 
about 30 flood control projects 
throughout the county, including 
areas of Northwest Phoenix 
which in August suffered heavy 
flood damage. 

Board Get 
Flood Pia 
From Arm- ~ 
Jour n a. 1 - /116 v I f 

By JOYCE TRENT 
The u.s. Army Corps of 

Engineers has asked the coun­
ty board of supervisors to ap­
prove a $70 million flood con­
trol program it plans to sub­
mit to Congress. 

The five - phase program 
developed by the corps would 
benefit chiefly the PhoeniX 
area. The government would 
pay $59,700,000 and the county i 
the rest. 

The plan incldes con­
struction of: 

A channel along Indian Bend 
Wash passing through the 
Scottsdale area from the Ari­
zona Canal to the Salt River. 

A system of dams on Cave 
Creek, Skunk Creek,NewRiv-
er and Dreamy Draw. Diver- ~ 
sion channels in Deer Valley 
to divert residual cave creek 
and Deer Valley flows to Skunk 
Creek; and channel improve­
ments along cave creek, 
Dreamy Draw, Skunk creek, 
New River and AguaFriaRiv- .. 
er to the Gila River. 

Channels in the Glendale­
Maryvale area, where flood 
waters did an estimated $3 
million worth of damage in 
August; and a dam, diversion 
channel and channel improve­
ment in the South PhoeniX 
area. 

The flood control storage 
area in Maxwell Reservoir 
now under consideration by the 
u.s. Bureau of Reclamation 
and channel improvements 
along the Salt River from 
Granite Reef Dam to the Gila 
River. 

A channel along Indian Bend 
Wash upstream from the Ari­
zona Canal, 

Essential parts of the sec­
ond phase of that program 
include: 

A detention basin on Cave 
Creek about two miles down­
stream from the existing cave 
Creek Dam •. 

A detention basin on Skunk 
Creek about seven miles north 
of Bell Rd. 

A detention basin on Dreamy 
Draw; improvement of the 
Cave Creek channel for a 
distance of about three miles; 
improvement of Dreamy Draw 
channel; a diversion channel 
about one mile north of Bell 
Rd. from 40th St. to Skunk 
Creek. 

(Continued on Page SA) 

By JOYCE TRENT 
If voters fail to approve a 

bond issue to finance the com. 
prehensive flood control pro. 
gram the county could 
increase property taxes to 
meet the cost, it was reported 
yesterday. 

This was one oftwo altern~ 
tlve methods proposed by 
Flood Control District Engi. 
neer John Lowry during a 
press conference on the $115 
million program. The pro. 
gram, tentatively adopted by 
the Board of Supervisors Mon. 
day, comes up for hearing 
Nov. 20. 

The favored method of rais. 
ing the $25 million, which 
would be the county's share of 
the project, Lowry emph~ 
sized, would be through the 
bond issue. 

This would make funds im. 
mediately available, whereas 
an increased tax ra:te would 
bring in only small chunks at 
a time, 

The second alternative, al. 
though less feasible, Lowry 
said, would be to ask the fed­
eral government for a loan. 

If voters would approve a 
bond issue, the debt retire. 
ment would be set up for a 
peri~d of from 10 to 20years, 
keepmg the flood control dis. 
trict taxes at a minimum, 
Lowry reported, 

One factor which enters 
into the cost of the flood con. 
trol program is the role of the 
central Arizona Project. · 
Many of the right-of-ways that 
the CAP will need are the 
same right of ways that the 
flood control district will need 
for its program. 

If the CAP program is car. 
ried out as planned the right. 
of. ways will be purchased with 
CAP funds but used jointly for 
the CAP and the county flood 
control project. This would 
cut down on the local cost. 
considerably, Lowry said. 

Also to be considered is 
whether the county goes ahead 
with the entir e program or a 
list of priority projects. That 
has not yet been determined 

------------·--~--------r • 
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URGENT NEED 
FOR FLOOD CONTROL 
AT INDIAN BEND 

Harold R. Richard, engineer with 
the Maricopa County Flood Con­
trol District, this week told the 
Scottsdille Real Estate Board of 
the plans for flood control along 
the Indian Bend Wash. He laid 
out the details of Phase A of 
Maricopa County's . flood control 
plans at the TueSday morning 
breakfast meeting of realtors. 

Mr. Richard said that the largest 
flood in recent years on the Indian 
Bend Wash was the result of the 
summer rains in August 1943. At 
the peak of the flood, flow of the 
flood waters was 15,000 cubic feet 
per .second and this resulted in the 
Arizona Carial breaking in 15 dif­
ferent places. If this amount of 
flood waters were to enter the 
area again it would result in Hayden 
Road, from Indian School to Mc­
Dowell Road and the cross streets , 
being flooded with water from 3 to 5 
feet deep. 

With 9 percent'' of the area now 
residential and carrying 48 percent 
of Scottsdale's dollar evaluation, 
this could result in $4 million worth 
of damage. Engineers of the Flood 
Control District estimated that 
there are 1000 or more homes 
in the overflow area. This area, 
which is some 31,000 acres , varies 
in width from 5,000 feet at the 
Arizona •Canal to 2,000 feet at 
McDowell Road. Only 40 percent 
of the overflow area is un­
developed, thu£ the large dollar 
volume damage possible. Mr. 
Richard added that this area has 
built up residentially in just the 

. past 10 years, which would account 
for tlie last. large flood not doing 

-- the -dollar- damage . that it would 
today . 

. ; : •. ,.:. Major Plan ·, Outlined ·. 
'. ~,: ··f. 

·The.' flood control plan .for the 
area,.'' known as Phase A, has been 

· approved locally and is in Wash­
ington awaiting final approval. It 
will be a · $9 million project with 
Maricopa· County's share amount­
ing to about $1 1/2 million. The 
major portion o( the plan calls for 

• the ; -Construction of a concrete-
... · lined channel, 7 miles long and 

varying in width from 24 to 26 
feet. It would be located below 
the natural growth level and would 
run from the Arizona Canal to 
the Salt River. The channel would 
carry 40,000 cubic feet of water 
per second and would be crossed 
by bridges at Camelback, Indian 
School, Thomas, McDowell and 
Van Buren. There would be an 
energy dissipator located where 
the waters would enter the Salt 
River so that there would be no 
danger of flooding there. 

.; 

Maricopa County would have to 
::: --::--. ,..,!.-? acquire t'lierfgfits-of-way for 'tne~::---:-; 

· · ,,. channel and the annual maintenance ' ·.;.· ~-~ 

of it · would be tip to i:he county. , . . J. 
It would eliminate 96percent of the ' 
total potential damage to the area, 
some $530,000 per year. 

In answer to the query as to the 
starting date for the project: Once 
approval is . received from 
Washington, Mr. Richard said that, 
barring unforeseen complications, 
the plan, Phase A, could not be 
started before July, 1965 - the 
earliest possible starting date. 

'----------------------- --------- - -
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County Flo co-n-trol 
roject Is Outlined 

For Council Thursday 
Protection 
Of Yempe 
Is Issue 

City To Forward 
Suggested Planning 

Tempe suggestions as to flood ' 
control construction along the 
Salt River channel through the ' 
city should be written to the J 

Maricopa County Flood Control 

I 
Advisory Board - right away 
- and forwarded to the U .S. 

I Army Engineers for considera­
tion. 

That was more or less the out­
come of a hearing on proposed 
county flood control projects 
held Thursday night by the city 

1 council whose guests included 
two members of the advisory 
board of the district as well as 

LLo o ..&. 
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Supervisors Oka 
Tempe Site For 
County Hospital 

Mar icopa County Board of Su­
pervisors Monday formally vot­
ed to accept the offer of the 
City of Tempe of a 90-acre site J 

in Papago Park for location of J 

the proposed $12 million Mari­
copa County General hospital. 

The city offered the site to the 
county at no cost. Transfer of 
the site from Tempe to the 
co unty must be approved by the 
U.S. Bureau of Land Manage­
ment but no problems in obtain ­
ing the approval arc expected 
since the land is already classi­
fied for public use. 

County Supervisors, acting on 
the report of a nine-member 
hospital site commitlce which 
had reviewed 79 proposed loca­
tions before recommending E1e 
Tempe property, voted approv­
al in spite of pleas o£ three 
physicians to delay official se­
lection of a hospital site for at 
least two months until a study 
of central Phoenix locations 
co uld be made . 

I 



Flood Control, Other Items 
Studied By House Group 

By F LOR E NCE ROTH poses a State Department of 
The Agriculture and Irriga- Agriculture. The opponents 

tion committee of the State were heard in the afternoon. 
House of Representatives met No act ion was taken by the 
at 8:30 a .m. Monday and again committee. 
at 1 p .m., Tempe legislator Jim Other m ;l tter s before the 
H olley, reports. group concerned HR12 (held in 

Appea ring before the gr oup commHtee ); HB 247 and HB 
in the morning were the pro- 257 r eturned for consideration 
p onents of HB 157 w hich pro- of the House. Also HB 220 con­

cernin g flood control, held in 

Republic Washington Bureau larging the channel along Ice the public works committees of 
• House Wash through the city. the House and Senate. 

WASHINGTON - Flood control . . . 
. . . Anzona flood control offiCials 

projects at Wmslow and Scotts- The proposed proJects still must reported they expect Congress to 

1 dale which will cost more than ~ain .approval of .three fe~eral approve both projects this year 
. $11 million have been approved agenctes before bemg submitted as part of the omnibus rivers and 
' by the Army Engineers' board of to Cong~ess for funds. to beg!? harbors authorizing legislation. 
1 constructiOn ·of the proJects, offt-

rivers and harbors, the office of cials said. Once the projects gain this ap-
. Sen. Carl Hayden, D-Ariz., an- . . proval, however, another measure 

They sa1d the nvers and har- must be adopted by Congress ap-
nounced yesterday. bo b d' d t' 'II · · ! rs oar s. recommen a 10n WI. propnatmg the funds to carry out 

s The $8.5 million Scottsdale proj- go to the chtef of the Army Eng!- the p1·ojects. 
:I ect calls for the channelization of neers, then to the secretary of the \r;;;;;i;..iio.. ........................ ;;;;;;;;;;;i 
1 Indian Bend Wash from the Ari- Army and finally to the bureau I' 
s zona Canal 7 miles south to the of the budget before it is sent to 

Salt River. Indian Bend Wash!-------- - --­
- lies between Hayden and Miller 
:. roads in Scottsdale. MASS BY CARDINAL 

At W i n s 1 ow, the proposed L I S B 0 N (UPI)- Francis Car­
$2,775,000 flood control projects in- dina! Spellman of New York, on a 
volve building a diversion levee visit to the pilgrim center of Fa­
from a point southwest of the tima with 1,000 American pH­
city's municipal airport ,east to grims, will celebrate Mass in St. 
the Little Colorado River and en- Domingos Church here tomorrow. 

·1 C:IIJ~:!ll:''-" - ~_. 'E',..'I'Dl"\1 nv 

committee. This bill is of more 
than passing interest to Tempe 
because of its effect on Salt 
River properties. 

The H ouse convened at 10 
a.m . and adjourned about 1 

I p .m. There w as a full calendar 
of bills. S01ne were passed and 
sen t to the Senate and others 
sen t to the Governor. Of inter ­
est was HB 200 creating an of­
fice of d irector of the budget. 
It was pa ssed in the H ouse 45-
33 but it apparently faces tough 
opposition in the Senate. 

HCR 20, a constitutional 
amendment recommending a 
change in the Board of Educa­
tion, passed 50 to 28. SB 193 
which for bids any county the 
r igh t to split and w as aimed at 
Cochise County, failed to carry 
the two third em ergency vote 
which would have made it im­
mediately effective. 

The Ways and Means com­
mittee met at 9 a .m . and 2 p .m . 
They finally got their version of 
the tax equaliza tion bill out 
with a "do pass' recommenda­
tion . The bill sent out, accord­
ing to Holley, is extr emely de­
ficien t and m isleadin g. 

Represen tative Holley said 
that " the bill as sen t out is far 
fr om the fin al tax bill that will 
even tually be p assed. We all 
hope the impt·ovement w ill be 
vast." Holley urges that you ' 
keep your attention on this 
mcasLu·c and offer your own 
hopes and suggestions. 



On Behalf Of Tempe - 1-.:;,-C,J 

Letter Makes Flood C fro/ Suggestions 
The City of Tempe has filed Moeur, City Attorney Jim Hoi- 1 ncers report, Gila and Salt Riv- ' minal storage in the ~roposed I by city of Tempe) from Salt Dowell site. Plan "b", based on 

with the Maricopa County Flood man and Francis Cocke, flood ers, Dec. 4, 1957, page 31) above McDowell reservOir, If and River standard project floods controlled flood releases from 
Con t r o 1 District's advisory control advisor to the city. the estimated Salt River stand- when built. estimated to occur about once 
board suggestions which, it Others also attended some of ard project flood elevation at Plan 3: Long levees to cosr in 165 years (page 15 ) . It is 
thinks, will improve the set-up the meetings. that point, which is shown in $8,660,000 . . obvious from these figures that 
as well as provide additionol l The letter to the board fol - ~ the December Comprehensive Levees about 10 miles long, I the benefit-cost ration of the 
protection for the city . lows: report at approximately 1170 from Tempe Butte on t: ,e left long levee in Tempe far ex-

A letter, over the signature of I .. 1 feet. (Flood Control District, or south bank and from the ceeds that of the reposed In-
Mayor Bernard Caine, went in- January 23 , 1963 1 Maricopa County Map 9.0-F, railroad bridge on the right or dian Bend improv~nent, which 
to the official record this week. 1 Boai·d of Directot·s between pages 50b and 51 and north bank to 27 th Avenue, · t· t d t t . ~ 

1 1 Is es Ima e o cos 111 excess o, 
It is now under consideration I Flood Control District Tempe Quadrangle Topograph- Phoenix. $9,000,000, and will afford about 
by the district planners. Maricopa County IC, U .S G.S., 1951 - 52). . All of the levees considered 96 % of complete protection for 

Tempe representatives have I RE: Comprehensive Certa111ly, If these Indian 1
111

. the three plans were. to be property worth $32,000,000 
attended many meetings and the Flood Control Program Bend Levees are planned to be ~Uilt to wit~stand th~ estima.ted (1961) against Indian Bend 
advisory board presented the 1 Gentlemen: J built to withstand the estimated ~alt River standard proJect 

1 
standard project floods of 72,000 

program "picture" to the coun- ~ C f t f Salt River standard proJect 1 flood. cubic feet per second estimated 
cil at a recent publis meeting. D opibes 0

18
°U

1
]
96

""
1
-' er d·"o youl 0t flood waters at elevation 1170 The Corps of Engineers, in re-- to occur about once in 435 years. 

ccem cr an our e - f t t th t t T . commending Plan 1, stated that 
· ' "' CIs 1, an f". t t"tl 1 · th . 1 f Plan 2, whiCh relies on the ad-

the reservoir of 82,000 cubic 
feet per second would cost a­
bout $2,222,000 per mile, and 
Plan "c", based on a release 
of 40,000 cubic feet per second, 
would cost about $2,000,000 per 
mile. These costs are more th,an 
twice the estimated costs per 
mile of the long levees. Plan 
''d", which is the plan presently 
recommended by the Compre­
hensive Report, calls for a lined 
channel which would be una·c-
ceptable to owners of land ,hav­
ing water , right under the Salt 
River irrigation project for the 
reason that it would allow no Pnncipally the local dele<>a - , t . of Novelnber· 20tl d ee a a pom , empe IS . . (Corps of Engineers Indian 

tion which has attended most of 28th 1962 to the Advi~or !IS en 1 ec , m e 1eac 1 o . . . Bend report, April 15, 1962, 
the flood _ 1 . . ' ' " Y I Salt River upstream from Tem- l clition of flood storage capacity pages 25 , 27 , 14 and 11 ) . recharge to ground water. 

centro sessiOns was ~, B.card arc attached hereto, and, B tt d b tl th ·th to the terminal storage reservoir Before the Flood Control Dis-
made UIJ of Counci.li'1arr John · · · pe u e, an °11 0 1 e nor It I·s o·tr fi.l"JTI beli"ef that a ' to avoid repciltwn, are made a ' d th .d f tl . t proposed at McDowell could ' I trict commits itself to the con-an sou ~~ cs o 1e n ver, o ' 1963 · 1 f tl t 

part hereof. not be further considered unLil appraisa 0 1e proper Y struction of Maxwell Dam at 
protection agDinst the same 1 · 1 ld b f. 

The City of Tempe objects the terminal storage is provided w 1Ic 1 wou e bene lied by the McDowell reservoir site to flood waters (270,000 cubic feet h PI 
to the constr uction of the In- and that the Jon.,<> levees of Plan 1 ·,e. a i_1 3 _Ion_ g levee_ s, a_ nd impound the tremendous vol-

. per second at Tempe, Corps of h 1 th tl t 1 
dian Ben Wash PI;ojec"t, as· con- Engineers' report, Gila and Salt 3, although providing complete I :vmc I:s w~ ll1 . lc CI Y 1111 - 1 ume of 860,000 acre feet of wa-
lemplated in the December, protection against the standard tts of Fhoemx_' will reveal as ter at a point such a short dis-Rive rs , Dec . 4, 1957, page 31) , f bl 
1962, Comprehensive Flood proJ·ect flood to abutti·I1e: a1·eas, avera e an mcrease as found tance upstream from the thick -when forced around the south ~ 
Control Program. Rep~rt, before end of the proposed 2,000 foot were not economically justi- in Tempe in the ratio of bene- ly populated areas of Salt R~v-
adequate protectiOn IS provld- · tt · d t d b th fied at the time the Corps' stu - fit to cost over the 1957 figure. ver Valley, we believe consid-. . Je 1es an augmen e y e . . . . . 
ed for the c1ty of Tempe agamst t· t d 40 000 b. f t dy was made in 1957 (page 45) I In Its discussiOn of the Salt eratwn should be given to re-. . I es 1ma e , cu 1c ee per 

1 

· I . 1 • ·~ the waters estimated to be d1s- d d. h f 1 d. However in view of the ex- River channel, the December, I sultmg loss of li,e and property . secon 1sc arge o n 1an • . . 
charged from Indian Bend Wash B d W h (C f E . tremcly rapid development of 1962, Comprehensive Report, 111 the event L1e dam should . en as orps o ngmeers · . . 
when added to the estnnated I d. B d R t A .1 15 the area during the last five page 49, states that channel!za - fall . 

. 

1 

n tan en epor , pn , J · 

standard proJect flood waters 1962, page 29 ). The theory has years, we believe that another tlon_ and levee work to protect I We therefore age:;:: urge re-
of Salt River._ t been advanced that it would be , look at the long levee plan IS I ~gams: the s:andard pro]e~t consideration of the long le-

As sh.~~n 111 the Cor~s ~f I highly improbable that a major I now justified. For example,. in flood 111 Salt River JS 1m~racti- vee system as the safest and 
Engmee1s ·' Indwn Bend repo1t flood would occur on both Salt the Tempe area, the constructiOn cal. . Ap~arently, the ,~mps - ~f most practical way of protecting 
dated Apr Jl 15, 1962, (Appen- River and Indian Ben::! at the of a levee along the south side E~gmeer s does n~t a,ree w1tn agamst the standard project 
d1x 2, Plate 3), the waters of t· rcr t d . f 1 of the proposed 2 000 foot pri- 1 th1s statement, smce It plans flood on Salt RI·ver· . same Ime. ..owever, s u Ies o ' . . · 
India? Bend Wash, as they ap - the time and intensity charac- ' mary flood way channel (Ap- 1 to begm constructiOn about Ju- On page 34 of the December, 
proacn Salt River, are to be ) teristics of the storms on which I pendix 2, ~ plate 6) from Tempe l ly. 1963, of the proJect (here 1962 Comprehensive Report we 
coi~iined between levees be - , the design capacity of the pro- Butte to 48th Street, Phoenix, designated Plan "a") which in- note that the group of improve­
gmnmg ab:Jut Van Buren Street posed Indian Ben Wash im - 1 a distance of about 13,000 feet, eludes the short levees between ments proposed to benefit the 
and proJectmg at almost nght I P .0 t b d d f I would protect the Tempe area Tl'mpe Butte and 40th Street, north Phoenix area to cost tha . . r vemen was asc , an rom . . - ' -
angles out mto the estimated , which the Salt River standard which the Flood Control Dis- I Phoemx, at the same estimated 1 staggering sum of $38,593,000, 
Salt River standard project I . t fl d d. h 1 trict sought to zone as flood ar- cost, and therefore presumably 1 and the Buckhorn Mesa struc 
f' I prOJec · oo Jsc arge vo ume . . . . - -· ~nr~ nath for about 2.000 feet, was ,. 1 d 1. t th · ea during 1961 Construction of bL<tlt to the same specihcatwns, I tures to cost $7 429 000 are . · . · eScima e , CISCOUn IS . . ' ' ' 
at heights of up to Sixteen feet theory if storms similar to those that portion of this levee lying as the levees_co~sidered andre- scheduled w ith Group I priority 
above ground level. The tops of 0~ 1916 1938 d 1941 . t upstream from the railroad commended m Its 1957 report, I along with the proposed Indian 
these levees at their south ends 1 b t' d an th wett e do , bridge has alreadv been recom- 1 designated Plans 1 and 2 above. Bend improvement while works . . c cen ere over e eas an 1 J ' 

are to be bu1lt to elevatiOn 1173 west slopes of the McDowell ' mended by the Corps of Engin- Thes~ levees were to be built proposed to control heavy 
feet above sea level, allowmg M t . d d. t b eers as part of Plan 1 The por- to withstand the standard pro- floods on Salt River appear in oun ams an a peen su - . . · . ·' 
the recommended three feet ?f areas to the so uth and east. twn lymg downstream from the ject Lloo~. Group III. Pending the com-
freeboard (see Corps of Engi- (Corps of En<>ineers Indian railroad bridge would be oppo-- On pages 50 to 50b the Re - pletion of our engineering and 

1 

Bend report, Apt~! 15, 1962, page site the proposed north bank le- por~ outlines three other plans, economic study of all of these 
10; Corps of Engineers report, v_ee recommended for cons.truc- ~ designated "b", "c" and "d", for proposed improvements, and a 
Gila and Salt Rivers, Dec. 4, hon as part of Plan 1. This le - an excavated channel in Salt determination of their actual 
1957, Appendix 1_5 to 1_13, in- vee could probably be construe- . River for 27 miles, from Country economic value to Maricopa 
elusive, and map of Topography ted for not more than the $1, - I Club Drive in Mesa to 107th County as a whole, the city of ­
Drainage Subareas, Appendix 1. 1 240,000 estimated cost of the I A;e.n~e, Phoenix, base on the 1 ficials of Tempe, being charged 
Plate 1; Flood Control District J 18,700 . f~et of levees recom- aadition of up to 672,000 acre with the safety and also with 

I 
Maricopa County Area Map). mended m Plan 1. and would feet cf flood storage capacity the welfare of its citizens, have 

Concerning the areas along I pro~ect property conservatively to the 188,000 acre foot terminal no choic~ but to o-ppose their 

1 
Sait River below Tempe Butte, worth $26,000,000 (from study rP<crvoJr proposed at the Me- constructiOn until adequate pro-
both in Tempe and in Phoenix, tection is provided against stan-
we call the attention of the dard proje ct floods on Salt Riv-
Board to the three plans for the 
protection of these area con­
sidered by the Corps of Engin­
eers in their report on the Gila 
and Salt Rivers, December 4. 
1957 , paragraphs 79 to 108, in­
clusive, pages 30 to 45. All three 

. of these plans include the ex- 1 
i penditure of $2,330,000 for 
channel brush clear:mce, Gil­
lespie Dam to McDowell Dam 
site. A comparison of the fea ­
tures on which the three plans 
differ follpws: 

Plan 1: Short ::-~::vees to cost 
$1,240,000. 

A 2,000 foot levee on the 
left or south bank of Salt River 
from Tempe Butte to the Sou­
thern Pacific Railroad bridge, 
and a 16,700 foot levee on the 
right or north banl' from the 
railroad bridge to 40th Street, 
Phoenix. This is the plan re-1 
commended by the Corps of 
Engine ers. 

Plan 2: Short levees at $1, -
240,000, plus flood storage to 
cost $5 ,700,000. 

Levees same as Plan 1, plus 
flood storage to be adde dto ter -

er, and adequate provision is 
made to take care of water to 
be discharged into Salt River 
from any of the proposed im­
provements, at low stage and 1 

at flood stage. 
Sincerely, 
BERNARD T . CAINE 
Mayor 
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Indian B~nd' s ' 

~~oiJwifu ; 
U.S. corps of engineers boundary :' 
restrictions in the controversial 
Indian Bend Wash is scheduled for 2 

, .discussion at a session of city < 
~ council tomorrow night at 8 p.m. l 
.- at city hall. 
d . Indian Cove subdivision was ta- ~ 
o bled August 14 after Colonel John ". 
a Lowry, a Scottsdale resident and ~ 
1a head of the Maricopa County 

11 

Ill Flood Control District, revealed ~ 
that the suddivision was planned 

n in a location that had flooded k 
1 numerous times in the last 20 _ 

years. 
He also outlined the routing 

of a proposed channel which 
would solve the problem of the 
wash's flooding during spring 
rainoffs and other heavy rain· 
fall periods. 
The Indian Cove developers 

were granted permission to re- ; 
t plat their subdivision outside the] 
e boundaries of the Indian Bend 
e Channel. 
' 

T'l' 

~ Fifteen local civic lead­
e rs called together by Boss 
Luke White of the Round-Up 
~lub to discuss a revival of 
mtcr est m a dam in Box 
Ca n yo n four miles above 
town spent the hour from 
10 to 11 a. m. Tue~~-~~ 
follows: Wtden6uR~ ~e;-;.7.? 

(l) Heard Delbert Kirby, 
lccal recreational d irector 
say that Maricopa cou nty of~ 
Iicials arc unanimously in fa­
vor of a dam on the Box to 
provide a large recreational 
a r ea for the county. 

(2} Heard Hal Warner, 
member or the Maricopa 
County Flood Control Dis­
trict say that while his or­
ganization has prepared a:/ 
estimate of the cost of such 
a dam as around six mill ion 
dollars, the money to build 
it would have to come from 
the U. S. Department of the 
InterLo-r. 

(0 ) 1Ieard City Attorney 
FranK Stanlis say that while 
his closP I ricnd Secretary of 
the interior Stuart Udall 
might favor the dam. the 
money wuuld have to be ap­
propriated by Congress and 
Anzon:1 already has ,nore 
than J!s share of federal 
mcne.v <tpproprialed for rec­
reational purposes. 

(4) Heard Warren Kelly of 
the Arizona Game & F ish 
Commission say t11at whi le 
his organ iz<t t ion strong ] ~· fa­
vors a clam in the Box it 
toulcln't possibly afford to 
build it (,n an annual budget 
cf around 1 1 ~ · mill ion dol· 
ars 

(5l Heard Boss White S<JV, 

"It looks like we're sp innii~g 
cur wheels; meeting's ad­
journed.'' 

Attend ing we r e Kir"l.J~·, 
Warner, Stan li s . K ellY . Hcu­
l:;en Slife!, J ohn Burd~n Tom 
Wilmeth, Bill Bass 'And,· 
Hervey, Carl Brost , n'. D . 1\1~­
In tosh, Carl Beillen, Don 
K er r and J ohn McCarroll. 

• 
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August 14, 1963 

Tempe 
House near 4th & 
Ash. Wster was 
6"-12" deep inside 

• 



• 

• 

• 
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col. Lct,;ry f~YS (lttt~ c 
For Dam In Weekes Was 

"If I had property in section 15, I'd build 
a house there.'' 

That was the assurance given by the chief 
engineer and general manager of the Maricopa 
county flood control district that proposals to 
build a dam in section 15 northeast of Apache 
junction would never be acted on. 

Col john C. Lowry was the special guest 
speaker at the chamber of commerce board of 
directors meeting to discuss in detail a pro­
posal that would result in a half-mile long, 
50-foot high earth retaining wall across Weekes 
Wash not from from Apache Junction. 

Col. Lowry's comments were directed 
mainly at Richard Dam iano and Ed Tomas, pro­
perty owners in the immediate area of the 
proposed dam who would be directly affected 
if the structure were built. 

A tentative work plan by the Soil Conser­
vation Service for a series of flood control 
projects for Maricopa county includes this one 
whose location has been protested by Damiano 
and Tomas along with other local residents. 
They have been circulating petitions urging 
fresh consideration of the site. 

As a result of the strong reassurances 
from Lowry that the work plan was by no means 
the final plan, the pair said after the meeting 
they would make no further public protests of 
the plan. 

"We have accomplished our aim," said 
Damiano, "of calling attention to the way this 
particular dam site fail s to meet the public 
need. ' ' 

As Col. Lowry told the chamber directors 
and several others present, the SCS plan is 
merely a starting program, which, when ap­
proved by all the sponsors of the county- wide 
project, will be submitted to Congress. 

Congress will first be asked fo r funds to 
draw detailed plans of the several flood con-

trol structures. At that time, exact locations 
will be determined, said Lowry, and all fac­
tors taken into consideration. 

He said that among the major considera­
tions would be the sentiments of the property 
owners upstream from any proposed damsite. 
If SO per cent of them oppose location then, un­
der the law, the dam would not be built. 

The flood control expert further cast ser­
ious doubt on the possibility that the Weekes 
Wash dam would ever be built as part of the 
Maricopa county flood control progran. 

He said such a project would mostly bene­
fit Pinal county residents in theA pache junction 
area--mainly Palm Springs and that he ''could 
not in good conscience ask the Maricopa coun­
ty supervisors to approve underwrite the land 
acquisition and maintenance costs in a project 
where Maricopa residents would get no bene­
fit. 

Lowry emphasized that there was no 
questioning of the other proposeddaminPinal. 
This one, called the "Apache Junction" dam, 
would be located north and west of the Junction 
proper. While it would afford important flood 
protection to the business and residential area 
in Pinal westward from the Junction, it would 
also serve key flood control purposes in Mari­
copa. 

As to re-locating the Weekes Wash dam 
in the event the project does go through, Lowry 
said a far more feasible s ite would be about 
a mile and a half upstream. However, he pointed 
out that a dam there would flood the Bluebird 
mine. This mine, however, is no longer used 
commercially and is only a tourist attraction. 

In summary, Lowry pointed out to the 
group: 

"The flood control district is not in the 
business of destroying property but its pupose 
is the protection of property." 



WEEKES WASH 
RAIN OF AUGUST 2, 1963, 3:00 P.M. 

of Weekes Wash crossing 
ail 

i dth lS ' , Velocity Sft/sec 

r - a ch of Weekes Wash cros sihg 
oac . P. Trail 
• ~ q1 , \-Tidth 35 1 , Velocity 8ft/sec 

st of rain water in V.Jeekes \>Jash 
eaching Apache Trail 

Upper reaches of Weekes vJash 
Depth 2 1 , Width 2'! 1 , Velocity 10ft/sec 

Upper reach of vreekes Wash crossing 
Apache Trail 
Depth 2 1 , V.Jidth 40 1 , Velocity 8ft/sec 

Weekes Wash crossing Apache Trail 
Depth 1811 , Width 100 1 , Velocity 13ft/sec 


