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303 drainage project complete 

The Arizona Department of Transpor
tation and the Flood Control District of 
Maricopa County have completed a Loop 
303 drainage system to transport storm
water from local watersheds and the 
Loop 303 to the Gila River. 

The portion of the drainage system 
from Van Buren Street north to about 
Bell Road was included in ADOT's free
way construction. The 4.7 mile long out
fall project is downstream of the drain
age system. The outfall is west of Cotton 
Lane and extends from Van Buren Street 
to the north bank of the Gila River. It in
cludes open channels, underground 
storm drains and culverts, and landscap
ing of the corridor. 

"The completion of this corridor will 
increase public safety from storm water 
along this portion of the Loop 303 free
way," Maricopa County Supervisor Clint 
Hickman said. 

The project increases drainage pro
tection for Loop 303 and provides region
al stormwater protection for several 
areas along the east and west sides of 
Loop 303. 
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Southwest Republic 
Cir: 17,300 
Phoenix, AZ 

NEWS BRIEFS 
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L-303 drainage project complete 

!he Arizona Department of Transpor
tatiO.n and the Flood Control District of 
Maricopa County completed a drainage 
system to transport storm water from lo
~ watersheds and Loop 303 to the Gila 
River. 

The portion of the drainage system 
from Van Buren Street north to about 
Bell Road was included in ADOT's free
waY: co~struction. The 4.7-mile outfall 
proJect IS downstream of the drainage 
system. The outfall is west of Cotton 
~e from Van Buren Street to the Gila 
River. 

~he project increases drainage pro
tectiOn for Loop 303 and provides region
al stormwater protection for several 
areas along the east and west sides of 
Loop303. 
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Flood irrigation starts in April 

Glendale will resume annual private 
property floo~ irrigation Monday, April 
6, for properties on the east side of 59th 
Avenue. and Wednesday, April 8, for 
properties on the west side of 59'h Ave
nue. 

Most water customers now receive 
~eated water only from a municipal de
livery system. Urban irrigation refers to 
0e direct delivery of non-potable Salt 
~Iver Project irrigation water to urban
IZed areas. Urban irrigation from open 
or underground ditch systems for out
side landscaping takes place in a small 
area of downtown Glendale. 

Residents in the service area can call 
customer service at 623-930-2288 to re
ceiye .service ~d to verify their proper
ty IS.~ c~mphance with city irrigation 
specificatiOns. For a service-related 
emergency after 5 p.m., call 623-930-
3190. 
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Scottsdale properties removed from floodplain 
Staff reports 
Independent Newsmedia 

sign the expansion of existing storm drain 
systems, including additional catch basins 
and other storm drain laterals, and will ac
quire property for future detention basins. 

Over 600 properties in Scottsdale will 
be removed from a floodplain thanks to 
the Granite Reef Watershed Drainage Im
provements Project, according to a press 
release. 

An Intergovernmental Agreement was 
approved by the Maricopa County Flood 
Control District's Board of Directors to 
share costs for the initial phase of the Proj
ect, the release states. 

The initial phase of the project will de-

Future phases will include the construc
tion of those improvements and additional 
storm drain and channel features. When 
completed, the overall system will inter
cept flood water within the Granite Reef 
Wash watershed and safely convey it to the 
Indian Bend Wash which outfalls at the Salt 
River. 

The District, Scottsdale and Salt River 
Pima-Maricopa Indian Community are 

partnering on this project, which has been 
in the works since 2002. 

"I am pleased that this project will re
move the floodplain from so many prop
erties," said Steve Chucri, chairman of the 
FCD Board and District 2 Supervisor. 

"As always, our primary concern is the 
safety of our citizens and this project will 
provide additional I 00-year flood water 
protection for citizens in the watershed." 

City of Scottsdale Mayor Jim Lane 
agrees. 

"With the approval of the Granite Reef 
Wash IGA, we take another step towards 

providing increased stormwater protection 
for our citizens." · 

Project partners are the City of Scotts
dale, the District and the SRPMIC, with the 
city as the lead agency for the design of the 
Project. 

The estimated total cost for the initial 
phase design and detention basins rights
of-way acquisition is $3.5 million, accord
ing to the release. 

The cost will be shared between the city, 
the SRPMIC, and the District. The total esti
mated cost of the complete Project is $24-
28 million. 
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\\Orking with the Arizona Department of 
Tr..msportal:ioo, the Rood COntrol District of 
Maricopa C.oonty has comp.lcted lhe Loop 303 
c:h:ninuge sy tem, which lr'.msports storm water from 
local water~heds and Loop 303 to th Gila Rnw. 

The portion of tile drainag sy. tem from Van 
Buren Street north to approximately Bell Road 
w~· included in ADOT•s freeway con truction. 

The Flood Control District constructed the 
4.7-mile-long outfaJJ project at th downstream 
of th drainage sy. tern. The outfaH is west of 
Cotton L<me and extends from Van Buren to the 
north bank of the Gila River; it includes open 
channel<>. underground .storm drains and culverts 
and landscaping of the oorridor. 

"The completion of tbi corridor wilJ increase 
public safety from storm water along this portion 
of the loop 303 f:reew::t)'," Clint Hickman, who 
represents Di trict 4 on the Maricopa County 
Board of Supervison;, said in a release. I am 
proud that our counry and stare agencies~ ere 
able to work together to complete this pro~ct." 

ADOT's Phoenix Construction Di trict 
Engineer Madbu Reddy said he agreed. 

"Coru tructing the outfall corridor required 
partnerinR and significant coordination among 
agencies.' Reddy said in a release. ''Improving 
the regional drainage y tem and fini bing Loop 
303 nonh of I-10 wiJI benefit the West ¥.alley 
region for decades to come." 

Not only doe the project pro\idc increased 
dra.inag protection for Loop 303, but it also 
pro,,ride.o; regional tonu water protection for 
s vernl areas along the east and west sides of 
Loop 303. 

"By partnering with AOOT. w were able to 
plan and produce a cost-effective solution for 
storm water collection and conve)rance for the 
Loop 303 and urrounding commaniti s: aid 
Bill Wiley ·chief engineer and general manager 
of the Flood Control Di trict. in. a release. 
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Scottsdale, AZ 

Resident cries foul over floodwater mitigation 
over enforcement measures. to discuss those concerns. • By Terrance Thornton 

Independent Newsmedia 

As the Town of Paradise Valley 
continues to actively evaluate ef
fective stormwater management 
throughout local neighborhoods, 
one resident is raising concerns 

The Town of Paradise Valley is 
looking to find solutions to storm
water drainage issues impacting 
residents throughout the munici
pality, and recently conducted its 
first "Community Conversation" 

Dallis Bjerkeseth contends the 
town failed to enforce its own 
ordinances concerning private 
development where established 

Water 
ontinued From Page 1 

wash systems exist. That failure, over the 
la.St few decades, created significant flood
ing opportunities. 

"All of these washes have been en
gineered. The fact that the wash is not 
maintained, the fact that they built a home 
in a wash, it literally floods half an acre," he 
said in a March 31 phone interview. 

Mr. Bjerkeseth lives in Gary Estates and 
says his neighborhood, in addition to his 
own subdivision, consists of homes coined 
the Mummy Mountain View Estates and La 
Vista in central Paradise Valley. 

"I have lived here 23-plus years, and I 
have never once contacted the city about 
flooding. For whatever reason I never did, 
you just dealt with it yourself. All of a 
sudden I got this letter from this guy at the 
town and he is mentioning that l have a 
mound of dirt that is effecting runoff," he 
said. 

Paradise Valley faces a unique geo
graphical challenge mitigating and control
ling floodwaters due to the topography 
of the area. Within Paradise Valley town 
limits there is Mummy Mountain, Phoenix 
Mountain Preserve and the north side of 
Camelback Mountain. 

Paradise Valley homeowners are respon
sible for maintaining all natural washes 
located on their property. An understanding 
of town codes concerning natural washes 
and arroyos is necessary to reduce flooding 
and storm damage on resident property, 
town officials say. 

The town's drainage system consists 
primarily of privately maintained natural 
washes with limited underground drainage 
systems, bridges and culverts. 

"Most of the homes around me have 
been redeveloped by the new owners, torn 
down and built new," Mr. Bjerkeseth said 
of his three-development neighborhood of 
tract-type homes. 

Mr. Bjerkeseth says many of Paradise Val
ley's flooding issues are self-created. 

"I think what Paradise Valley's stance 
was, if nobody ever complained, nothing 
was ever said," he said. 

"Here is the thing: Everybody who built 
over these washes, blocked these washes. 
Who is culpable? Are the Realtors culpable? 
1 don't know if the Town of Paradise Valley 
is culpable, but they are not enforcing any
thing and that is the problem." 

The town's approach 
Paradise Valley Town Manager Kevin 

Burke says the municipality is and has been 
enforcing its rules in regard to drainage 
easement and storm water management. 

"Yes, the town regularly enforces its 
ordinances regarding development within 
identified washes," he said in an April I 
written response to e-mailed questions. 

"The Building Permit Application also 
requires grading and drainage plans and 
drainage easements for projects with a 
value over $500,000." 

Mr. Burke says the town requires all 
modifications to water flow due to private 

development to be approved by a town 
engineer and all existing private structures 
within local washes are required to have 
those plans filed with municipality prior to 
construction. 

"All of these requirements are backed 
by Town Code provisions. And the town 
regularly obtains drainage easements and 
an accompanying maintenance agreement 
for the drainage area as a requirement of 
new development," he explained. 

"The town enforces its own codes -- not 
the county's regulations- with respect to 
washes and drainage-ways, including re
strictions on building in a wash or drainage
way and in requiring stormwater to enter 
and exit a property under development at 
the same locations." 

Mr. Burke points to Section 5-1 0-5(B) 
(2a)(e) ofTown Code as the staff's standing 
orders in approval of documents allowing 
private development within identified wash 
systems. 

"Again, the town enforces its own 
regulations and standards and violations of 
the Town Code are a misdemeanor and can 
be prosecuted as either a misdemeanor or 
filed as a civil offense," he said. 

"First offenses are often filed as a civil of
fense, with fines that can range up to $750 
per each day that the violation cor.tinues. 
Misdemeanors are punishable by imprison
ment of up to six months or a fine of up to 
$2,500, or both. 

"Additionally, for egregious violations 
that threaten public health and safety, the 
town has declared such to l.Je a nuisance 
and could use nuisance abatement to re
move the nuisance, such a.; a structure that 
blocks a wash, and then file a lien on the 
offending property." 

The perception of fault 
Water flows have not been maintained, 

Mr. Bjerkeseth contends. 
"These guys really haven't got a clue on 

how this water flows," he said."! have all 
the engineering that says where the water 
is supposed to go. Now go look at all the 
building permits they ignored and the way 
they let people build all over them." 

Mr. Bjerkeseth says his neighborhood's 
flooding issues are "a microcosm of what 
this whole city is." 

"If they open up these easements it 
would solve 95 percent of these problems," 
he said. "The problem is that all of these 
homes have been built and no one has 
diverted anything. All they have done is 
built dams. Looking at the rules they (the 
town) can come in here and do whatever 
they need to do." 

Mr. Burke contends Paradise Valley has 
measures in place addressing water reten
tion, easements and maintaining estab
lished wash systems. 

"If a structure that blocks a wash or 
diverts flows from the wash is built without 
a permit, then the town would request 
that the structure be removed -- if the town 
were aware of the impermissible struc
ture," he said. 

"If a building or property is under 
construction when a structure that blocks 
or diverts a wash is reported, a Stop Work 
Order is issued and the structure must be 

See Water- Page 24 

removed, unless the owner is able to apply 
to alter the wash as noted above -- which 
does not happen often. 

"If an obstruction is discovered after 
construction, then a letter of violation is 
sent giving three weeks to remedy the viola
tion. If no response a second letter is sent 
giving I 0 days to remedy the violation. If 
no action is taken this is followed up by a 
citation." 

In terms of legal culpability, Mr. Burke 
says liability typically follows the entity that 
buil t the structure. 

"The general rule is that liability follows 
the person who constructs the structure or 
modifies the land so as to divert water onto 

the property of another, which is almost 
always some party other than the town," he 
pointed out. 

Paradise Valley Town Council is hosting 
another stormwater community talk from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. Thursday, April 23 to discuss 
next options and the potential for micro 
studies on the unique drainage issues fac
ing the municipality. 

News Editor Terrance Thornton can be con
tacted at 623-445-2774 via e-mail at tthornton@ 

newszap.com or follow him at www.twitter. 
com/nvnewsman 
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Buckeye Sun 
Buckeye, AZ 

Buckeye Meets With Top Officials 
Regarding Gila River Restoration 

Buckeye City Council 
met with staff from 
Senator McCain and 
Senator Flake, Penny Pew 
from Congressman Gosar's 
office, Maricopa County, 
Flood Control District, 
USDA, Army Corp of 
Engineers, Arizona Game 

and Fish, BLM, City of Goodyear and Avondale representatives. 
The topic for discussion was working on the El Rio and Gila River 

Restoration project. They came together to find solutions to flooding 
issues and water conservation . 
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Bill Coates/Dispatch photos 
A group surveys a possible alignment for a trail that would follow the Central Arizona Project canal. They're standing atop a flood control earthwork 
just south of Apache Junction. Planners have talked about routing the trail around the earthwork to offer a view of the Superstitions, in the 
background, and other ranges. 

Effort being made to allow hikers to see sights 
By BILL COATES 

Casa Grande Dispatch 

APACHE JUNCTION 
on McGann spread out the maps on 
the tailgate of his pickup. 

He was parked on Baseline Road, 
just east of Ironwood. It was late 
March. 

McGann is a Tucson landscape 
architect and planner. Pinal County hired his 
firm to help plan a trail that would run the length . 
of the county, north to outh. 

Kent Taylor tudied the maps as McGann 
went over them. Taylor heads the county's Open 
Space and Trails Department. Overseeing devel
opment of new county trails falls to him. 

This trail- when completed - is to follow 
the Central Arizona Project canal. Of the canal's 
336 miles, orne 100 run through Pinal County. 

Congress approved construction of CAP in 
1968. It carries water from the Colorado River to 
Tucson, and points in between. 

CAP's founders saw in the canal the potential 
for a good hike, Taylor said. 

'They actually put it in the legislation," he 
said. 'There should be an 8- to 10-foot right of 
way for the trail." 

But hiking a trail means experiencing nature. 
Good views. A sense of being in the great out
doors. And here's where the original CAP right 
of way falls short, Taylor said- at least for 
some stretches. 

The section that runs south from Apache 

Kent Taylor, the county's open space and 
trails director, talks about plans for a 
Central Arizona Project canal trail. Taylor is 
with a group atop a flood control earthwork 
fronting the canal. The east side of the 
earthen dam has become something of a 
desert oasis with stands of mesquite and 
cottonwood trees. 

Junction is one such stretch. The original right of 
way follows the west side of the canal. 

''You're looking at a block wall," Taylor said. 
And where there's no wall, the hike would 

offer little more than a view of a chain-link 
security fence and a flat, parched landscape. No 
vistas on this ide. 

The maps suggested an alternative. From 
Baseline Road, the trail would follow the canal 
along the east ide. It would offer mountain vis
tas, including the Superstitions. 

- Canal path, Page lOA 

Google Earth 
A map shows a proposed route (in green) for a planned 
Pinal Country trail along a section of the Central Arizona 
Project canal, south of Apache Junction. 



Canal path 
Continued from Page lA 

Five others joined Taylor and 
McGann at the tailgate. Scott 
Martinez is a landscape architect 
with McGann's fum. Gordon 
Brown is an advocate for open 
spaces. He lives in San Tan Foot
hills. Elizabeth Butler wants trails 
suitable for horseback riding. She 
lives in Apache Junction. Both 
are members of the Pinal County 
Open Space and Trails Advisory 
Commission. 

Nick Blake is Apache Junction 
parks superintendent. Kelly Martin 
is a park ranger. The trail's north
em reach could become part of a 
planned city park. 

After the maps were digested, 
it was time to see the lay of the 
land firsthand. In a three-pickup 
caravan, the team set out along a 
CAP maintenance road, generally 
closed to the public. They kept 
to the canal's east bank for about 
a 6-rnile excursion. They made 
several stops along the way to take 
in the views. And talk about pluses 
and minuses. 

It was the final field trip along 
the CAP canal in Pinal County. 
Other sections were covered in 
earlier surveys. Planning for the 
trail runs south to north, even as 
the water is carried north to south. 
At its southern end, the trail would 
pick up from the Pima County 
line, south of the Picacho Moun
tains. It would connect to Pima 
County's CAP trail. Pima County 
had a head start in planning. For 
one thing, it's already come to 
terms with the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation, the CAP's landlord. 
Pinal County is in talks right now, 
Taylor said. 

The CAP trail, it happens, calls 
for a number of agreements with 
other agencies. One of them is the 
Maricopa County Flood Control 
District. It has retention earth
works along the canal where the 
caravan stopped. 

A 30-foot embankment rises 
above the canal's east side. Flood
water runs off the mountains 
beyond. The earthworks stop it 
from contaminating the canal. It 
also blocks the view of those same 
mountains. And leaves the canal 
side dry and parched. 

"All the water that used to flow 
through here stops:' Taylor said 
to Gordon. He pointed across the 
canal, to a patch of dried weeds. 
'That side doesn't get crap." 

Well, it does in a literal sense. 
The Apache Junction wastewater 
treatment plant its on the west 
side, just south of Baseline Road. 
The original right of way would 
take hikers right by it They'd see 
the block wall Taylor referred to. 
That's hardly a better trail experi
ence, as Taylor imagines it. 

At the first stop, the field trip 
party piled out of the pickups 
and tackled a steep path up the 
embankment. They reached a ser
vice road that runs along the crest. 

''This is a great view:' Taylor 
said. 

He pointed to the steep and 
craggy bluffs of the Superstitions 
and other ranges beyond. Then 
he pointed down. At the earthen 
dam's base, floodwaters had 
created a ribbon of desert oasis. 
Mesquite, cottonwoods and thick 

undergrowth. The vegetation and 
rainy day ponds attracted animals. 
And they, in tum, attracted wildlife 
biologists from the Arizona Game 
and Fish Department. 

The setup likely came as a 
pleasant surprise, Taylor said. 

"I don't think they envisioned 
some of the ... changes when the 
canal came in - the green-up 
areas.'' 

As for this stretch of trail, here 
was the plan, a tentative one at 
that. 

It would cross through a break 
in the earthworks. For about 2 
miles, it would run along the high 
side, above the flood zone. Hikers 
would have mountain views to the 
east. And just off the trail, by the 
earthworks, a green swath. 

They'd be a quarter-mile or so 
from the canal, making their way 
through a tract owned by the State 
Land Department. The county 
would have to lease the right of 
way. Taylor doesn't see that as a 
barrier. 

After 2 miles or so, the trail 
would swing back toward the 
canal, to the dry side of the earth
work Here, it would be set back 
from the canal. Hikers wouldn't 
feel pinned in. 

The flood control district plans 
some major upgrades. The work 
could be done by 2018. 

"As far as the trail goes:' Taylor 
said, "I can't tell you what the 
time line is." 

That's for a completed trail. The 
planning is moving forward, at a 
cost of about $59,000. A CAP trail 

master plan is expected by fall. 
But before any final maps are 

rolled out, the public will get a 
chance to weigh in. Two public 
meetings are planned for summer. 
Dates and places have yet to be 
worked out. 

People don't have to wait to be 
heard, though. 

"Right now, they can comment 
on the website," Taylor said. That's 
at www.pinalcountyaz.gov/open
spacetrails. 

Commissioner Brown takes 
such input seriously. 

During the field trip, he joked 
about the view offered by the 
canal's west side. "A chain-link 
corridor," he aid. 

Reached by phone, though, 
Brown was more circumspect. 
He hadn't taken a position on any 
alignment, he said. And won't 
until he hears the full range of 
public comment. 

'That's a vital part that needs to 
be added;' Brown said. 'This isn't 
a done, fixed thing." 

The advisory commission he 
serves on will make recommenda
tions. The Pinal County Board of 
Supervisors has the final word. 

With a plan in place, the next 
step will be implementation. That 
includes figuring out costs and 
casting about for funding sources. 

The trail would likely be built in 
segments, Taylor said. Some chal
lenges might include moving gates 
and fencing. 

But building a trail along a 
canal has its advantages, said 
McGann, the Thcson consultant. 

Bill Coates/Dispatch photos 

Above , Tucson landscape 
consultant Don McGann, left 
with cap, points to map of a 
proposed Pinal County trail 
along the Central Arizona 
Project canal. Looking on , 
from left, are Scott Martinez 
of McGann and Associates; 
Apache Junction Parks 
Superintendent Nick Blake; 
Park Ranger Kelly Martin; 
and Kent Taylor, director of 
the Pinal County Open Space 
and Trails Department. At left, 
Elizabeth Butler, a member 
of the Pinal County Open 
Space and Trails Advisory 
Commission, looks down a 
service road along the Central 
Arizona Pro ject canal , south of 
Apache Junction. 

For one thing, you don't have to 
start from scratch. 

'The alignment is basically set," 
he said. 

The finished product would not 
be a trail unto itself. It would con
nect to a network of county trails. 

Then there's the bigger picture. 
It might tie into something of a 
super trail, one that crosses the 
state and possibly into Nevada It 
was an idea Taylor kicked around 
with his counterparts from Pima 
and Maricopa counties. 

"The term we're using loosely 
is the Sun Corridor Trail," he said. 
"It was really the back-of-the
napkin kind of discussion that kind 
of started the whole thing." 

It would be like an Arizona 
Trail without the overnight back
packing. Hikers would be within a 
day's reach of motels and restau
rants. Sedona might be a stop. 

It would be, Taylor said, a credit 
card trail. 

The pickup caravan made a last 
stop atop a flood control embank
ment. Below, on the flood side, 
cows grazed in a green field, fed 
in part by CAP water. Tall cotton
woods provided shade. 

The canal continued on, car
rying water to thirsty fields and 
towns. The modem day trailblaz
ers turned off at Ocotillo Road in 
Queen Creek and joined the flow 
of traffic on a trail of asphalt. 

Reach Casa Grande Dispatch Val
ley life Editor Bill Coates at423-
8610 or bcoates@trivalleycentral. 
com. 
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Peoria spends $350,000 to address 
parks damage from 2014 storms 

By Jeff Grant 
TODAY STAFF 

The city lS complding a se 
ries of repairs to local parks 
damaged during a pair of se
vere storms last year totaling 
just over $351,000. 

The City Council earlier 
this year approved a budget 
adjustment from the gen
eral fund to the contingen-

cyfund. 
Community Services Di

rector .John Sefton said the 
money would cover a variety 
of projects not completed on 
an emergency basis. 

"Safety items were ad
dressed very quickly and mit
igated with the operational 
budgets already approved 
through mayor and council. 

Through the city's risk fund, 
many other items were ad
dressed, mostly structural. 
However, there are several 
items that remain to be done," 
Sefton told council members 
during their Feb. 17 session. 

Many of the outstanding 
items left from the Aug. 19 
and Sept. 27, 2014, storms in
volved trails that were either 

undermined by erosion from 
heavy rains or had gravel dis
placed. Those items were act
dressed as well, Sefton said. 
In some cases, the city part
nered with the Maricopa 
County Flood Control Dis
trict to complete repairs. 

"The trail system is one of 
our key priorities for our cit
izens," he said. 

At Skunk Creek, a popu
lar • .• ~ ;1 safety railing was in
stalled along the pathway that 
runs along the creek. 

Other areas addressed lat
erorstillrequiringattention 
included a playground and 
walking areas at Hays Park, 
signage and shade structures 
at Centennial Pool and re-

» See Parks on page AS 
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Terrance Thornton/Independent Newspapers The Town of Paradise Valley hosted a "Community Conversation" last week to discuss ideas on how to prevent damage caused by local flooding. 

Calm before the storm 
Town looks for solutions to prevent storm water damage 

By Terrance Thornton 
Independent Newsmedia 

April 23 to ponder possible efforts 
residents and the municipality can 
take to better manage, retain and 
mitigate hazardous water flows 
some say have been exacerbated 

by local development. 

Paradise Valley officials hosted 
a "Community Conversation" 

Town officials say studies must 
first be done before they can 
determine how to improve cur
rent flood situations, pointing to 

$500,000 earmarked in next fiscal 
year's budget for at least one com
prehensive wash study. 

See Flooding- Page 11 
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Flooding 
Continued From Page 1 

TM town's drainage system consists 
primar~iy of privately-maintained natural 
washes with limited underground drainage 
systems, bridges and culverts. 

Paradise Valley's unique topography, 
which includes Mummy Mountain, the 
Phoenix Mountain Preserve and the north 
side of Camelback Mountain, represents a 
unique challenge to controlling floodwater. 

The last two years have seen above-av
erage rainfall -- resulting in above-average 
storm damage to town structures and road
ways, town officials say. 

One resident claims the town has failed 
to enforce its own ordinances concern
ing private development where established 
wash systems exist. That failure, over the last 
few decades, created significant flooding op
portunities, says Paradise Valley resident Oat
lis Bjerkeseth. 

Paradise Valley homeowners are respon
sible for maintaining all natural washes lo
cated on their property. An understanding of 
town codes concerning natural washes and 
arroyos is necessary to reduce flooding and 
storm damage on resident property, town 
.officials say. 

In a five-part presentation, town officials 
explained to a full crowd how one can ob
tain flood insurance, current efforts to map 
the town's wash system and what elected 
leaders think might be plausible next steps 
for flood management. 

• 

But every step comes with a significant 
cost. Town leaders say residents could see 
a storm water management fee established, 
special projects could be bonded through 
special assessment districts and a secondary 
property tax could be created specifically to 
help pay for flood water projects. 

"If the town does nothing else you can, 
on yo or own, purchase flood insurance," 
said Paradise Valley Town Manager Kevin 
Burke following the National Flood Insur
ance Program presentation, which was 
conducted by telephone with representative 
Bruce A. Bender. 

A Change in protocol 
Paradise Valley Building Inspector Bob 

Lee says his department is going to do a bet
ter job tracking and creating usable data for 
resident complaints as private wash enforce
ment gets.a renewed municipal focus. 

"Here in the past few weeks, we have 
learned a few things," he told the crowd. 
"Tracking the complains is important. Some 
of us were busy focusing on resolution rath
er than focused on tracking the complaints. 
We have changed protocols." 

To date, Mr. Lee says there have been 840 
private building complaints, of which 383 
fell in the realm of code compliance while 
26 of those were related to wash manage
ment. 

"Most of the complaints involve making 
the homeowner aware of the problem and 
they take care of it," he said of typical com
pliance efforts. 

According to town code, residents have 

an initial three-week period followed by 
a 1 0-day period to comply with legitimate 
code compliance citations. If needed, the 
town can exercise its right to abatement of 
the property if compliance efforts are not 
successful. 

Mr. Lee says wash systems have changed 
and an active effort by town officials is to 
map the town's entire wash system using 
GPS equipment. 

"We have been made aware of the ma
jority of the wash issues through the map
ping of the washes," he said. "We have had 
an employee walk the washes for the past 
few years." 

Town code seeks to maintain the qment 
wash system in its "undisturbed, natural 
state, " Mr. Lee contends. 

"A lot of people don't know the wash is 
theirs," he said. Mapping efforts, he said, are 
still under way. 

One resident, Dorothy Smith, called into 
question the town allowing private develop
ment to exist where washes exist. 

"There has been a history of allowing 
pipes to be filled up, and people building 
where the washes are," said Public Works 
Director Jim Shano in response to the ques
tion. 

"There are areas of the town where things 
are built where washes used to be and we 
have allowed houses to be built." 

But today town officials are remapping 
the current wash system, Mr. Shano says, 
which will ultimately result in effective miti
gation efforts. 

The town, he said, has identified six wa
tershed areas. 

e 

"These are some important studies that 
need to be done by the town. It is a regional 
effort. But we have to do these before we 
can ask, 'what are next steps?'" 

Mr. Shano says that over the next two 
years town officials expect to complete two 
studies --- one for the Cherokee and and one 
for the Cheney wash system. 

Dollars for retention 
Paradise Valley Councilwoman Mary 

Hamway, who is spearheading the town 
effort, laid out potential options to pay for 
what town officials have said in the last year 
could amount to about $17 million worth 
flood retention projects. 

Among the options: institute a storm wa
ter management fee, create special assess
ment districts allowing for voter-approved 
project financing or to pursue various tax 
scenarios including the creation of a second
ary property tax specifically for flood mitiga
tion projects. 

Councilwoman Hamway says the cre
ation of a storm water fee or new taxing sce
narios would likely be the best fit for Para
dise Valley residents. 

The community of Paradise Valley needs 
to start taking wash management seriously, 
Councilwoman Hamway says. 

"As a homeowner, you have to wake up 
and know that you are responsible for your 
wash," she said. 

" It's your property and you need to take 
care of it. We need to update our codes. How 
do we avoid future problems? I am your ad
vocate and I want to do something." 
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~~· Pinnacle Peak West 
"~~~~ Area Drainage Master Study 

Join us at a community meeting to learn about the flood 
risks identified in your area and provide input on potential 
regional options to reduce flood risks to the community. 
Content for each meeting will be focused on one of two 
geographic sub-areas: Northwest Watersheds and Rawhide 
Wash (see map). Please attend the meeting for your area. 

Northwest Watersheds Area 
May 6; 6-8 p.m. (Presentation at 6:15p.m.) 
Holland Community Center, 34250 N. 60th St, Scottsdale 

Rawhide Wash Area 
May 11 ; 6-8 p.m . (Presentation at 6:15p.m.) 
Grayhawk Golf Club, Fairway House 
8620 E. Thompson Peak Pkwy, Scottsdale 

Can't make the meeting? 
Review public meeting materials and comment online: 
http://gis.fcd.maricopa.gov/apps/Fiood-Hazard
ldentification-Studies/ (Search for Pinnacle Peak West) 

Cave C r eek 

MORE INFORMATION 

* Public Meeting Location 

,.--, Pinnacle Peak West ADMS 
L-.J Project Area - 95 Sq. Mi les 

Focus Area Boundary 

- Northwest Area Watersheds 

CJ Rawhide Wash Watershed 

Theresa Pinto, Project Manager 
tmp@mail.maricopa.gov (602) 506-8127 
www.fcd.maricopa.gov 
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Scottsdale Council 
eyes Nov. 3 bond vote 
BETH DUCKETT 
THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL.COM 

A fall bond election is in the works for 
Scottsdale. 

Council members last week trimmed 
a bond proposal to include 21 projects tal
lying nearly $100 million. The Nov. 3 
election would ask voters to raise prop
erty taxes to finance debt for public pro
jects. 

The decision happened during a 
work-study session, where no formal 
vote was taken. Council members gave 
direction to staff for the proposal. The 
Council still has to call the election and 
sign off on the program. 

It would be the city's third bond elec
tion in five years. Voters rejected bond 
proposals in 2010 and 2013. 

"We have a serious problem in the 
city, and the only way to solve it is for the 
citizens to join in in investing in our cap
ital assets," Councilman David Smith 
said. 

A 2015 election likely will "get a better 
response from citizens," Councilwoman 
Kathy Littlefield said. 

The other option is a 2016 election, 
which would coincide with federal, state 
and county elections. The Scottsdale 
Unified School District also is looking at 
a fall2016 vote for its elementary school
construction bond. 

Council members ranked the projects 
individually and used their combined 
scores to choose the top projects. 

Councilwoman Linda Milhaven sug
gested the city organize the projects into 
separate "questions" on the ballot. The 
categories are police, fire, roads and 
pavement, parks, flood control, and tech
nology. 

The recommended projects: 
n Renovate Vista del Camino park and 

Indian Bend Wash area: $18.5 million. 
>>Upgrade chemical treatment sys

tems at four aquatic facilities: $3.5 mil
lion. 

>> Install energy-efficient sports field 
lighting at four facilities: $4.6 million. 

n Replace aging restrooms, mainte
nance and storage buildings at four 
parks: $3.4 million. 

n Replace outdated irrigation sys
tems: $1.9 million. 

n Replace 140 miles of deteriorated 
pavement on streets: $12.5 million. 

n Design and build fire Desert Foot
hills fire station: $5.1 million. 

n Design and build Desert Mountain 
fire station: $3.7 million. 

>> Expand and renovate Civic Center 
Jail and police station: $10.1 million. 

>> Improve flood protection near Indi
an Bend Road and Lincoln Drive: $2.7 
million. 

>> Improve intersection at Hayden 
and Chaparral roads: $2.5 million. 

n Widen Happy Valley Road from Pi
ma to Alma School roads: $4.8 million. 

>)Improve Highland Avenue inter
sections at Scottsdale Road and Goldwa
ter Boulevard: $2.1 million. 

>> Improve and repair sidewalks 
downtown: $4 million. 

>>Replace energy-control systems at 
five buildings: $1.5 million. 

>> Improve Wi-Fi in public buildings: 
$470,000. 

>>Purchase disaster-recovery tech
nology infrastructure: $4.9 million. 

n Add bike lanes on McDowell Road: 
$3.1 million. 

n Rebuild the public-safety vehicle 
training track: $1.7 million. 

>>Relocate fire station 603: $6.75 mil
lion. 

>> Renovate fire station 605 (75th 
Street and Shea Boulevard): $800,000. 

aZ):entral.com 
Get local news in your electronic mailbox. Sign up 

for email newsletters at scottsdale.azcentral.com. 
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City buys land to 
prevent flooding 
in south Scottsdale 
BETH DUCKETT 
THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL.COM 

Scottsdale has bought land at Apache 
Park owned by the Scottsdale Unified 
School District at a cost of $2.02 million. 

The city plans to build improvements 
on the land at 85th Place and Moreland 
Street to protect against flooding in the 
area surrounded by houses in south 
Scottsdale. 

Scottsdale also plans to sell its old hu
man-resources building at 7575 E. Main 
St. to the school district for the same 
price of $2.02 million. The district will 
move its administrative offices to the 
downtown building, according to a coun
cil report. 

After months of negotiations, the 
Scottsdale City Council approved the 
first land deal on Thesday. 

The city bought 4.6 acres at the park 
next to the former Apache Elementary 
School, where it plans to build a reten
tion basin as part of a massive flood-con
trol project known as the Granite Reef 
watershed, Public Works Director Dan 
Worth said. 

A City Council report on the topic 
says flooding hazards in the area are 
"substantial" and "potentially damag
ing" for houses and other properties 
along the water course. 

The improvements will curb flooding 
and drainage problems by providing 
storm-water retention, the report says. 

The upgrades are part of the larger 
Granite Reef Wash watershed project, 
which would eliminate potential flood 
hazards affecting hundreds of residents 
and property owners. 

More than 600 properties in Scotts
dale will be removed from a floodplain 
as part of the Granite Reef watershed. 

The project is currently budgeted for 
$51 million, but likely will be substantial
ly less, Worth said. 

The city is pursuing initiatives to re
duce the cost, he said. 

Scottsdale, the Maricopa County 

Flood Control District and the Salt River 
Pima-Maricopa Indian Community will 
share the cost of the larger project. 

The vote was 6-1 in support of the land 
sale, with Councilman Guy Phillips dis
senting. 

Phillips argued that the school dis
trict was buying the property "basically 
for free." He said Scottsdale's purchase 
is "basically what constitutes swamp 
land, because it's going to be a retention 
basin." 

At a meeting Thesday, the City Coun
cil is expected to approve an agreement 
to sell the Main Street building to the 
school district. 

The talks for the land swap began be
cause the school district wanted to move 
out of its aging main office at 3811 N. 
44th St. in Phoenix. 

School district voters last fall ap
proved the sale of the main district of
fice building at 44th Street and Indian 
School Road. 

Worth noted that the the two transac
tions between the city and school dis
trict are not a trade. 

"Neither transaction is contingent on 
the other," he said. 

In other action Thesday, the Scotts
dale City Council: 

)) Approved a nearly $400,000 con
tract with Phoenix-based Arrington 
Watkins Architects to design a fire sta
tion at Hayden Road south of Jomax 
Road. 

The station will be designed over 16 
months. Construction could begin in late 
2016 and finish in 2017, according to the 
city. 

The Scottsdale City Council has ten
tatively included the design and build
ing costs for the station in a November 
bond election. The city would ask voters 
to raise taxes to take on new debt to fund 
the station and other projects. 

)) Thrned down a rezoning that would 
have allowed Brown's Classic Autos, 
9024 E. Bahia Drive, to conduct on-site 
sales. 
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Learning about 
thee h 

By ALlison Hurtado 
AWWATUXl<E ~"OOn ii U..S Nf.:'ilo'S 

A unique dub at L John Bos
co Oath ·li School in Abwatukee 
Foo hilLs t ok an entire we k to 
celebrate Earth Day and ended its 
celebration with a mini earth fe 
with g111 ts from Liberty ·wildlife, 
the P:h nbrZoo,ASU Horti.cuJtu.re 
and [arieopa Animal afe Haven, 
among oth rs.. 

"It's my p ion," said I trice 
\\'halen, a seventh- and eighth
grade science teacher at the school 
"It been my pas ion forever: I think 
it's im rtant to help kldls realize to 
be respectful of the earth. I think 

~conserve and 
Protect Club at 
St. John Bosco 

hosts mini Earth Fest 
for students 

once they participate, I ho it in
stills a little awarenes with them. 
\\lhen they g row up they'!-e going 
to be the ones making the laws and 
voting on things. ffthey becomejust 
a little more aware and learn tore-
pect things at thi le\ el, hopeful

ly the.· can make the world a bet-

ter place." 
Whalen h · -ts the Con erve and 

Protect Club atthe school or AP. 
~tudent in the club have been 
working ·Tince Januru:y to prepare 
[or Earth Day. Beginning on April 
22they had a p<.-'t. food. towel and toy 
drive; a bake sale; .allowed udent 
to pay Sl to we.ar a green shirt; and 
hosted a "Decora a Recyd Bin" 
<-'onte t to pport no-kill he1 
in the VaJiev. 

"I v.'3!1ted to get imulved because 
even though Iknewthingswerehap
peningtotheenviromnent; I v.'Rilt
ed to help it out said Ktisten Kop-

" See Earth O.D ~i&i! 
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Pre-K ~udents !&lrn about Darla. a great homed m~ from Donna Jabar~ of Liberty Wildrfe:. at st. John Bosco Catno c 
SchoolonAp "129. [Photos tJt DavidJ kovskilfNJ 

Earth 
:. Fnlm pagg J 
plin, a seventh-grader in the 
club. "We actually did stuff to 
help the environment. .. It re
ally helped me figure out how 
;o change the world Besides 

just.lmowingabout it you get 
to make a difference. It's re
ally rool." 

students from an grndelev
els got to enjoy the firu:Jl mini 

arth Fest during lunch on 
April 29. Liberty 'Wildlife 
brought live birds of pre)~ Pr~Kstudent lauren Wisoombe pets Benjl from the MarioopaAnlmiJI5afe 
MASH brought dog up for en (MAS atstJotmBosoocathollc:Sch onApri 29. 
adoption1 the city ofPhoenix 
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brought information onn~cy
eling and . aricopa CoWlty 
Flocd Control br Ighl hands
ondem nstrati about ron
serving watet 

"I hope they gain an appre
ciat,ion for more of our native 
wildlife and just that they're a 
little less intimidatal if they 
ee something in the wild." 
id Sara Skromme of the 

Phoenix Zo • who brought 
skins and skulls from native 
animals. t'They can know to 
leave it alone and it will leave 
them alone. The kids love it. 
especially ince they can 
toueh and feel it" 

P~Ks.tudentsAqnes Pezuttnand McKenna Valtejoleamaboot a bear skull 
from Sara Skromm~ an instructor from lhe Pboenoc Zoo. at st. Joh111 Bosco 
Ca icSchoolonAprill9, 

'Vhmen is am an employee andp~throughoutthe gram. which has been nation-
at the Phoenix Zot:\ where she yeartoe~sustainabil- ally recognized. 
helps operate the night pro- ity. The stu den s adopted a • o.ntact writer: (480} S98-1!ll4 
gramming and teache kids highway~ host regular fund- aburtado~ ntukee.oom. 
alnltnocturnalanimals, des- raisers for loca1 no-kill shel- • · tandUke 

ert living and conservation. ters and regular1y help the ~=-::s:ew on 
The CAP Club does activities school with its recycling pro-
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Storms get May off to a wet a. 
WELDON B. JOHN SON 
THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL.COM 

Many parts of the 
Phoenix area saw a 
month's worth of rain 
within a 24-hour period 
starting late Sunday night 
and lasting through Mon
day. 

Two bands of showers 
and storms, one overnight 
and the second on Monday 
afternoon, left more 
than an inch of rain in 
some Valley locations. 
Some of the afternoon 
storms packed gusty 
winds, small hail and 
heavy rain. 

Parts of the northeast 
Valley, such as Cave 

Creek, Fountain Hills and 
Scottsdale, received over 
an inch of rain by Monday 
afternoon, according to 
Maricopa County Flood 
Control District rain 
gauges. 

Tempe and parts of the 
southwest Valley also saw 
heavy rain as thunder
storms moved through 
about 3:30p.m. 

Phoenix Sky Harbor 
International Airport re
ceived almost a quarter 
inch of rain Monday. 
The normal rain total for 
May in Phoenix is 0.11 
inches. 

May is typically one of 
the city's dries t months. 

"It's a welcome bonus 

to get rain in the month of 
May," National Weather 
Service meteorologist 
Mark O'Malley said. "It 
widely varied, but many 
locations received a quar
ter of an inch to three
quarters of an inch (Sun
day) night." 

A low-pressure trough 
brought the rain to the 
state. That weather sys
tem arrived a little earlier 
than expected and 
dropped rain on the area 
Sunday night. 

O'Malley said the 
weather system that 
brought the rain should 
move to the east today. 

"There could be a few 
showers lingering around 

(today), but it won't be 
quite as widespread as 
what we've seen the past 
couple of days," O'Malley 
said. 

After the system 
passes today it should 
leave behind drier and 
cooler weather. 

Highs should be in the 
80s through Thursday. 
Friday's forecast calls for 
temperatures in the up
per 70s with another 
chance of rain. 

The normal high tem
perature for this time of 
year is about 91 degrees . 

"Those (are) below nor
mal temperatures," 
O'Malley said. "That's an
other bonus." 
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JOHN SAMORA/THE REPUBLIC 

Charles Blevins of Phoenix makes his way past an abandoned 
shopping cart in a large parking lot rain puddle on his w ay to 
a bus stop after shopping at a Fry's grocery store in Phoenix 
on Monday. 
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Founta in Hills, Arizona 
THE FOUNTAIN HILLS TIMES 
Page: A4 

'Unusual storm slams Valley, FH 
. '. 

It is sti ll nearly s ix 
weeks until th e calendar 
start of the summer mon - ' 
soon on June 15, bu t i t 
sure sounded like an early 
arrival overnight Sunday 
to Monday morning. 

The storm that went 
crashing through the Val
ley dropped up to an inch 
of rain in parts of Fountain 
Hills. 

The Maricopa County 
Flood Control District rain 
gauge at the Palisades 
Boulevard f i re sta t ion 
collected l. 02-inch from 
the storm. ·Farther west 
and north in the lower 
McDowell Mountains a 
monitoring station on Hes
perus Wash received 1.10 
inch. · 

Down the wash at Hes
perus Dam there was .94 
inch. The rain gauge out
side The Times' office .~bn 
Laser Drive received 1.50-
inch. 

All other county rain 
gauges a r ound t h e 1;r ea 
received between a h a lf 
i nch and three qu a rter 
inch . 

. SRP r eported a power 
ou tage dur ing the storm 
covering roughly the area 
of Fountain H ills n orth
west and east of P alisades 
and Golden Eagle boule
vards . Power was restored 
about midnight. 

Much of the Saguar o 
Boulevard construct ion 
area was flooded by t h e 
storm. 

More than an inch of rain felfin Fountain Hills overnight 
Sunday, with a giant pond accumulating on Saguaro 
Blvd. in a construction area. The 'pond spilled over 
onto a fairway at Desert Canyon Golf Club, creating a 
temporary water hazard for linksters. 
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OUR TURN 

KAREN WILLIAMS 
AND WENDY WONDERLEY 

Phasing out 
urban flood 
irrigation is a 
bad idea· 

For over SO years, 
homeowners in our 
neighborhood knocked on 
neighbors' doors to have 
them voluntarily donate 
funds for the flood irriga
tion system. 

Our neighbors gave 
funds because of the 
awareness of the benefits 

.... of a flood irrigated neigh-
borhood, such as lush 

green grass, mature trees, shady 
[L streets and urban wildlife. 

In his April 26 Viewpoints essay 
"Don't flinch from the truth. Wave it 

< like a flag to get solutions," Terry God-
dard states "City planners must be 

. bold, perhaps by requiring shade from 
>J every building and phasing out flood ir
) rigation." 
5 Phasing out flood irrigation must be 
:•challenged. 
r Our north-central Phoenix neigh-
borhood could not be replicated today 

1 and without flood irrigation the land
' scape would look and feel much differ
' ent. Our stately shade trees were estab
t lished on flood irrigation and their over 
SO-year-old deep roots would not adapt 
well to other methods of irrigation. 

f As has happened in other areas (in
L eluding Phoenix's beloved Encanto 
Park several years ago), a switch away 

~~ from flood irrigation leaves the trees 
rr stressed and likely to topple over in the 
~rnext big windstorm. 
r Drive into any flood-irrigated neigh
borhood in the summer and enjoy the 
~mediate drop in temperature pro
vided by these trees, true champions in 

c. the effort to reduce the heat-island ef
fect and increase sustainability. Killing 
trees reduces shade and increases the 
cost of cooling homes. 

Although flood irrigation may ap
pear to be "wasting" water, well-oper-

1 a ted systems are surprisingly efficient 
8!ld m~re sustainable than the plastic
ncb dnp- and sprinkler-irrigation sys
tems. Ask a farmer with a laser-leveled 
field and the farmer will tell you it is 
both efficient and low tech. 

r Flood irrigation is so important to 
the character and quality of life of our 
neighborhood that we formed an irriga
tion water delivery district as provided 

f for under Arizona law. 
l This requires every homeowner in 
the district to pay, through taxes col
lected by the county, to ensure the on-

1 going maintenance and operation of 
our flood irrigation system. Our neigh
borhood enthusiastically supported 

3 this additional layer of government 
~along with the additional taxes. 
1 Does any politician really want to 
start a legal fight with homeowners 
who have legal rights to water? And 

>1why would any mayor or City Council 
member want to destroy the landscape 
in these flood-irrigated, often historic, 
neighborhoods. These neighborhoods 
will never be replicated. The attention 
on flood irrigation would be better 
spent supporting this sustainable irri
gation approach. 

We understand water conservation. 
We pay our city bill every month like 
everyone in Phoenix. In addition to our 
monthly water bill from the city, we 
pay SRP for the delivery of our irriga
tion water. We will not, however, will
ingly give up our rights to water on our 
lands to accommodate future growth in 
Phoenix. 

We agree that water shortage is a se
rious issue and deserves attention, but 
the suggestion to eliminate flood irriga
tion does not take into account the reali
ty or the complexity of the issue and is 
an extremely poor choice as the start
ing point for addressing water issues. 

Karen Williams is president of Sun View 
~ Estates II Property Owners Association. 

Wendy Wonderley is a board member of 
Sun View Estates II Irrigation Water 
Delivery District No. 54. 
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Scottsdale 
buys land 
to prevent 
flooding 
BETH DUCKETT 
THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL.COM 

Scottsdale has bought 
land at Apache Park 
owned by the Scottsdale 
Unified School District at 
a cost of $2.02 million. 

The city plans to build 
improvements on the land 
at 85th Place and More
land Street to protect 
against flooding in the 
area surrounded by 
houses in south Scotts
dale. 

Scottsdale also plans to 
sell its old human-re
sources building at 7575 
E. Main St. to the school 
district for the same price 
of $2.02 million: The d~s
trict will move Its admm
istrative offices to the 
downtown building, ac
cording to a council re
port. 

After months of negoti
ations, the Scottsdale qty 
Council approved the frrst 
part of the land deal on 
Thesday. 

The city bought 4.6 
acres at the park next to 
the former Apache Ele
mentary School, where it 
plans to build a retent~on 
basin as part of a massive 
flood-control project 
known as the Granite 
Reef watershed, Public 
Works Director Dan 
Worth said. 

A City Council report 
on the topic says flooding 
hazards in the area are 
"substantial" and "poten
tially damaging" for 
houses and other proper
ties along the water 
course. 

The improvements will 
curb flooding and drain
age problems by provid
ing storm-water reten
tion, the report says. 

The upgrades are part 
of the larger Granite Reef 
Wash watershed project, 
which would eliminate po
tential flood hazards af
fecting hundreds of resi
dents and property own
ers. 

More than 600 proper-
ties in Scottsdale will be 
removed from a flood
plain as part of the Gran
ite Reef watershed. 

The project is curre~t
ly budge~ed for. $51 mil
lion, but likely will be s~b
stantially less, Worth s~d. 

The city is pursumg 
initiatives to reduce the 
cost, he said. 

Scottsdale, the Marico
pa County Flood Control 
District and the Salt River 
Pima-Maricopa Indian 
Community will share the 
cost of the larger project. 

The vote was 6-1 in sup
port of the land sale, with 
Councilman Guy Phillips 
dissenting. 

Phillips argued that the 
school district was buying 
the property "basically 
for free." He said Scotts
dale's purchase is "basi
cally what constitutes 
swamp land, because it's 
going to be a retention ba
sin." 

At a meeting Thesday, 
the City Council is expect
ed to approve an agree
ment to sell the Main 
Street building to the 
school district. 

The talks for the land 
swap began because the 
school district wanted to 
move out of its aging main 
office at 3811 N. 44th St. in 
Phoenix. 

School district voters 
last fall approved the sale 
of the main district office 
building at 44th Street and 
Indian School Road. 

In other action Thes
day, the Scottsdale City 
Council: 

»Approved a nearly 
$400,000 contract with 
Phoenix-based Arrington 
Watkins Architects to de
sign a fire station at Hay
den Road south of Jomax 
Road. 

The station will be de
signed over 16 months. 
Construction could begin 
in late 2016 and finish in 
2017, according to the city. 

,, Thrned down a rezon
ing that would have al
lowed Brown's Classic 
Autos, 9024 E. Bahia 
Drive, to conduct on-site 
sales. 

Opponents voiced con
cerns that the new zoning 
would not match the char
acter of the area. 
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Scottsdale, county partner 
on local flood-control projects 
Scottsdale residents and businesses will County," Mayor Lane said. "Nothing is more 

soon be protected from flooding thanks to important than the safety of our neighbor
a partnership between the City of Scottsdale hoods, and these projects will help improve 
and the Flood Control District of Maricopa neighborhood safety by protecting our resi-
County. dents from potentially devastating floods." 

The joint venture will construct three The three approved projects are: 
drainage improvement projects in neigh- • 67th Street to 68th Street Storm Drain 
borhoods that were flooded during the 2014 Improvements 
monsoon. • 8525 E. Pinnacle Peak Road Drainage 

The city requested the drainage improve- Improvements 
ments through the district's Small Project • Third Avenue and Craftsman Court 
Assistance Program, which contributes con- Drainage Improvements 
struction costs toward projects that are local "We appreciate our partnership with 
in nature but pose a safety risk to citizens Scottsdale on these drainage improve
and property. ments," chief engineer and general man-

"This collaboration between the City of ager of the Flood Control District Bill Wiley 
Scottsdale and the Flood Control District is said. 
a good example of how small projects can "We hope that other communities will 
make a big difference in our communities," consider our Small Project Assistance Pro
Chairman of the Flood Control District and gram to help mitigate local flooding issues. 
District 2 Supervisor Steve Chucri said. These small projects can play a vital role in 

"Once constructed, these drainage im- keeping residents safe." 
provements will help protect residents and Construction is expected to begin in 
businesses that were impacted by the mon- 2016. For more information, call the Flood 
soon storms last year." Control District at 602-506-1501. 

City of Scottsdale Mayor W.J. "Jim" Lane The Flood Control District of Maricopa 
feels the projects will provide increased County serves county residents to reduce 
flood protection for the Scottsdale commu- their risk of injury, death, and property 
nity in the event of another severe storm. damage from flooding, while still enjoying 

"Scottsdale appreciates our partnership the natural and beneficial values served by 
with the Flood Control District of Maricopa floodplains . 
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MAYOR JACKIE MECK IN DC 
Article by: City of Buckeye, Mayor Meek 

Left to right: George Diaz, Government Relations, City of 
Buckeye; Vice Mayor Eric Orsborn and Mayor Meek in DC. 

Washington D.C so far is a successful trip! 
We have been meeting with our federal government 
representatives about the Gila River Projects. 

We have visited the offices of Senator John 
McCain and Senator Jeff Flake, Congresswoman 
Ann Kirkpatrick, Congresswoman Krysten Sinema and 
Congressman Raul Grijalva. We will also be seeing 
Congressman Paul Gosar and Congressman Ruben Gallego. 

The support is 100% positive. The staff has assured 
us that fire and flood dangers in the river bottom is 
a concern and all representatives are interested in 
removing the Salt Cedars and eliminating the danger. 

Now, we are working with our City of Buckeye 
staff along with the Flood Control District of 
Maricopa County and various other partners to find 
a viable solution and the dollars to make it happen. 
Be on the lookout for many of these congressional 
leaders to be visiting Buckeye in the following 
weeks to see the issue first-hand . 
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The City of Phoenix and the Flood Control District of Maricopa County invite you to attend a 
public meeting to receive updates on steps taken since the 2014 Laveen summer storms 
to address the local drainage issues. 

At the meeting, potential interim projects to reduce flooding will be shared with you. 

Staff from the City of Phoenix and the Flood COntrol District will also be available to 
discuss the two ongoing studies in the area which will develop long-term solutions to the 
flood problems. 

Public meeting 
May 18th, 6:30 - 8:00 pm 
Remarks at 6:45 pm 
Phoenix Rre Department Station 57 
1708 West Dobbins Road, Phoenix, 85041 

For more information about the two studies, go to fcd.maricopa.gov or call (602) 506-1501. 
Para informacion sobre este Proyecto, favor de llamar al (602) 506-8091 . 

Elliot Road 

The darker shaded area (on the left) is: 
Laveen Area Drainage Master Plan Update 

The lighter shaded area is: South Phoenix! 
Laveen Drainage Improvement Project 

City of Phoenix 

0 . 
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After the polluted water is treated, a mile-long water line delivers the water from the ai~p~rt 
site to a retention pond between two practice fields. It saves Goodyear $200,000 a year. ' 

Once-polluted water 
irrigates ball fields 
DAVID MADRID 
THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL.COM 

Goodyear is dousing its spring train
ing complex with water that once was 
polluted as part of a Superfund site but 
that now has been cleaned and is deliv
ered to the city complex at no cost. 

The water used on the 16 fields at the 
Goodyear Spring Training Complex 
comes from a polluted plume called the 
Phoenix-Goodyear Airport South Super
fund Site. The Goodyear complex is ' 
spring training home of Major League 
Baseball's Cleveland Indians and Cincin
nati Reds. 

The pollution of the site began dec
ades ago, when the Phoenix Goodyear 
Airport was the Litchfield Park Naval 
Air Facility. 

After the pollution is cleaned, a mile
long water line delivers the water from 
the airport site to a retention pond' be
tween two practice fields and saves 
Goodyear $200,000 a year, said Mark 
Holmes, Goodyear water resources 

manager. · . 
Goodyear paid about $350,000 to m

stall the water line, but it expects to re
coup.its costs within two years, Holmes 
said. · 
. 4. He said the baseball complex uses 
ab.out 250 acre-feet of water per year, 
and the water line can deliver up to 807 
acre-feet per year. 'An acre-foot of water 
would.cover.an .acre to th~ depth of 1 foot. 
It is 325,851 gallons, · roughly enough to 
serve a family of five for a year. 

The excess water the ball fields can't 
use is put into an irrigation channel and 
goes to the Buckeye Water Con~e~vatipn 
and Drainage District where 1t IS yse_d 
for irrigation, Holmes said. The c1ty IS 
exploring other ways to use the excess 
water, he said. 

The project removes water from the 
south plume and aquifer on the former 
property of Goodyear Tire and Rubber 
Co., the company conducting the clean-
up. A ' 

In 1942, the Phoenix Goodyear ~-
port was the Litchfield Park Naval Air 
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Facility. Goodyear Tire and Rubber Co. 
began operating their subsidiary, Good
year Aerospace, at the airport, where it 
modified and repaired aircraft, which 
were then transferred to the adjoining 
Navel Air Facility until1945. 

In 1946, the Naval Air Facility was 
. placed in .modified maintenance status 
and its primary function became pre

. serving and activating military aircraft. 
Waste from working on the. aircraft, 

and routine maintenance from cleaning· 
and degreasing, was discharged into the 
main drainage ditch, which eventually 
drained into a marsh area south of the 
airport, according to the Arizona De
partment of Environmental Quality. 

The discharged waste streams con
tained oil, grease, battery acias and sol
vents, and that continued until 1952, 
when an on-site sewage treatment plant 

' was constructed. 
In 1968, the Navy transferred owner

ship of the property to Phoenix and in 
1991, the EPA, Arizona and Goodyear 
Tire and Rubber Co. signed an agree
ment to clean up the south plume. 

"Not only is Goodyear Tire and Rub
ber Co. providing free water to the city, 
also the (Arizona) Department of Water 
Resources granted the city an exemp
tion," Holmes said. "This water does not 
have to be replenished as required by 
state law, because it is part of Superfund 
activity." 

The water is safe, but not for drink
ing, and it is monitored continually, 
Holmes said. The water line can bring in 
500 gallons per minute. • 

"At full capacity, that's 720,000 gal
lons per day," he said. 

The Phoenix Goodyear Airport Super
fund Site contains two contaminated 
plumes- masses of harmful substances ' 
that move with the groundwater flow -
divided into north and south. 

From the time the water line was in
stalled in the middle of October through 
the end of December - the lowest -de
mand time of the .year -the city saved 
$25,000 in water costs, Holmes said . 
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OP STOBIES OF THE BECABE 

Floods, scams and war 

FEBRUARY 1891 
Flood crashes through 

Phoenix suffers its worst flood 
since settlement began when the 
Salt River rises overnight, wash
ing away the banks and sweeping 
through Mesa, Tempe and Phoe
nix. Residents awake to the sound 
of a dull roar and scramble to 
salvage their belongings as the 
flood takes out buildings, irriga
tion canals and a railroad bridge. 
Several families are left homeless. 

"The loss comes hardest upon 
those least able to afford it," The 
Arizona Republican reports. "Poor 
people were hurried into the 
streets with nothing but the 
clothes on their back. All last eve
ning the air was filled with the 
crash of falling buildings, the 
water undermining the adobe 
walls." 

Reaction to the flood and events 
on the national stage over the next 
two decades lead to construction 
of a series of dams to help control 
the river's flow. 

1892 
Deadly end to feud 

The Pleasant Valley War, one of 
Arizona's most infamous conflicts, 
comes to an end when rancher 
Tom Graham is shot in Tempe. 
Before he dies of his wounds, 
Graham identifies John Rhodes 
and Ed Tewksbury as his assail
ants. Their trial takes a bizarre 

twist when Graham's widow brings a 
gun into court and attempts to shoot 
Rhodes. Her plan is foiled when the 
gun's hammer catches on the piece of 
cloth she conceals the gun in. 

Rhodes is released when a judge 
rules there is insufficient proof he was 
at the ranch when the shooting took 
place. Tewksbury is convicted, but the 
conviction is tossed out on a technical
ity. He is found innocent in a second 
trial. 

1895 
Laud scam unearthed 

A major land-fraud case comes to a 
close when James Addison Reavis is 
brought to trial. For years, Reavis had 
claimed to be the heir to a massive 
Spanish land grant, and went so far as 
to file a claim with the surveyor gener
al of Arizona, using fake deeds, title 
papers signed by the king and queen of 
Spain, various wills and photographed 
copies of documents written in Spanish. 
The alleged grant extended from the 
Salt River Valley to somewhere around 

Silver City, N.M. Not everyone 
believed his claim was valid, but 
some hedged their bets, paying 
Reavis in exchange for mineral 
rights, railroad rights of way. It is 
not clear how much money actu
ally changed hands. His scheme 
finally collapsed, and the "Baron 
of Arizona" was charged with land 
fraud. He is fined $5,000 and sen
tenced to two years in a federal 
penitentiary. 

1898 
Arizonans go to war 

A group of Arizonans joins Theo
dore Roosevelt's Rough Riders to 
serve in the Spanish-American 
War. The cavalry unit was made 
up of cowboys, gamblers, hunters, 
prospectors, buffalo soldiers, 
college students and Native Amer
icans from across the country. 

The Republican publishes daily 
accounts about battles in Cuba and 
the death of William "Buckey" 
O'Neill of Prescott. Arizona is not 
yet a state but hopes to become 
one. Some think that volunteering 
for the war might help. O'Neill's 
tomb in Arlington National Ceme
tery bears the words: "Who would 
not die for a new star on the flag." 

1899 
A lucrative mine
or not 

Eastern newspapers report an 
impressive gold, silver and copper 
mine in Graham County. A pros
pectus for the Spenazuma mine 
lures investors from all walks of 
life, including farmers, school
teachers and "clerks in the small 
eastern cities ... who knew noth
ing of mines and mining .... No 
reporter, however, had visited the 
mining site," Earl Zarbin writes in 
"All the Time a Newspaper." The 
Republican's mining editor, 
George H. Smalley, decides to 
check it out. Before Smalley's 
reporting "exposed the fraud, 
almost $3 million in Spenazuma 
stock had been sold." Smalley is 
offered a $5,000 bribe to change 
his story and is shot at three times 
while pursuing developments. 

-Ron Dungan 
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JAN.1, 1960 
S'un City opens 

Del Webb's Sun City opens for 
business as the nation's first mas
ter-planned "active" retirement 
community. Thousands of cars 
lirie Grand Avenue on opening day 
to get a view of one of the six mod
el homes. Sun City sells 272 retire
ment h<;>mes the first weekend, 
and by the end of the month, all 
400 of its homes planned in the 
first year are sold. Its success 
attracts natjonal attention and 
spurs Del Webb to build several 
other similar communities in the 
coming decades. 

~ NOV. 21, 1962 
U' Phoenix's first zoo 

The Valley's first major zoo opens 
as the Maytag Zoo, named after 
Robert E. Maytag, who had rallied 
friends and animal enthusiasts the 
year before to gather support for 
building a zoo in Phoenix. Maytag 
had died unexpectedly from pneu
monia in March 1962; nearly end
ing the project, but his friends and 
family carried on. In its first 
week, the zoo receives 35,000 
visitors. The name is changed to 
the Phoenix Zoo in 1963. 

~~ JUNE 29,1963 
~ Beginnings of Legend 

: City 
.·1 , 

The 87;acre Legend City theme 
park opens between Phoenix and 

Tempe, near Papago Park. Advertising 
man Louis Crandall had visions of cre
ating a "miniature Disneyland" in Phoe
nix, but bad weather and lower-than
projected attendance would doom the 
project. By the end of 1964, the theme 
park is in bankruptcy court. Legend 
City changes ownership three more 
times before closing for good in 1983. 
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DECA DE 

1964 ' ~ 
Goldwater for president 

The Republican Party nominates Arizo
na's U.S. Sen. Barry Goldwater for 
president ----, the first Arizonan 'to win a 
party nomination. AlthoJ.Igh Lyi).don B. 
Johnson easily defeats him in. the No- . 
vember eleqion, Goldw!J.ter:'~ campaign 
sets the tone for a rise in conservative 
politics nationwide. 
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tlf& 1965 'U A desert flood 

Floods from late December 1965 
into January 1966 wash out all Salt 
River crossings in Phoenix, Tem
pe, Mesa and Scottsdale. The 
flooding surrounds Sun Devil 
Stadium with water and closes a 
runway at Sky Harbor Airport. 

JUNE 13, 1966 
'You have the right ... ' 

The U.S. Supreme Court over
turns the conviction of E"rnesto -
Miranda, an Arizonan who had 
been arrested and charged with 
rape and kidnapping in 1963. The 
ruling throws out Miranda's sup
posed confession and establishes 
the "Miranda Warning." Since 
then, reciting the warning ("You 
have the right to remain silent .. . ") 
has been required of police when 
making an arrest. 

SEPT. 30, 1968 . 
CAP Canal authorize d 

President Lyndon B. Johnson 
signs the Colorado River Basin 
Project Act of 1968, approving the 
Central Arizona Project to bring 
Colorado River water to the Phoe
nix area by 1980. It will become 
Arizona's largest single resource 
of renewable water supplies and a 
lifeline for the state's continued 
growth and development. 

OCT.18, 1968 
Suns take the court 

The Phoenix Suns begin playing as 
an NBA expansion team at Veter
ans Memorial Coliseum, becoming 
the first major professional sports 
team in the Valley. The team's 
name is selected from about 
28,000 entries in a "Name the 
Team" contest sponsored by The 
Arizona Republic. Because 377 
people submitted the "Suns" 
name, the contest winner, Selinda 
King, is chosen by drawing. She 
wins $1,000 and season tickets for 
the first year. 

-Amy BWang 
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WEATHER EJ!E NTS 

Flood, flood, flood • • • heat 
0 

County's largest flood 

According to Maricopa 
County Flood Control District, the 

' largest flood in the county oc-
. c .. in 1891 when days of rain 
s ~d the Salt River to 18 feet 
de~;; and 3 miles wide in spots. 

In February of that year, the 
railroad bridge spanning the river 
in Tempe collapsed and homes 
along tli.e river bank were de
stroyed . 

• Cold and snow 

Although Phoenix is known 
for warm, if not hot, weather, 
there have been instances where 
snow has accumulated here. On 
Jan 20, 1933 (and again Jan. 21-22, 
1937) an inch of snow fell in the 
city. 

The coldest recorded temper
ature in the city was 16 degrees on 
January 7, 1913. 

, · • Flood ldll-s 23 

, ; On Labor Day in 1970, a 
•. flasnflood killed 23 people, with 

most of the fatalities coming in 
~; the Mogollon Rim area as camp-

ers there did not get word of the 
approaching water. A National 
Weather Service report at the 
·•· said all but four of the vic-

were in automobiles, at-
t _ pting to outrun the water. 

Knockout flood 

In February 1980, flooding 1 
cut off the southeast Valley from ' 
the rest of the Valley for four ! 
days . Flood waters knocked out all 
of the crossings over the Salt Riv
er except for the Central A venue 
and Mill Avenue bridges. 

That flood prompted a project 

bridges along the way~ -

·Flood kills 14 j 
In the first weekend of October · j 

1983, 14 people were killed due to flood- 1 

ing as the remnants of a tropical storm 1 

brought rain to the area. · 
Interstate 10 south of Phoeni~ was 

closed when the Gila River overflowed 
its banks. The river w·as measured at 
over a mile wide in spots during the 

to deepen the Salt River channel 
through Phoenix and to reinforce 

1 flooding . . 
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Some-residents of Stansfield and 
Maricopa were forced to climb onto 
their roofs to wait for National Guard 
helicopters to rescue them. The flood
ing destroyed more than 800 homes 
and caused more than $500 million in 
damage. 

Record heat 

Phoenix-area residents can take 
the heat as the thermometer regularly 

tops 100 degrees for much of the year. 
There have been days, though, that 
have made even the most heat-tolerant 

" Phoenicians take notice. On June 26, 
· 1990, the high temperature reached 122 

degrees. Flights· at Phoenix Sky Harbor 
International Airport were grounded 
for several hours as a result of the 
record-setting heat. 

Tempe flood 

In Jan~~ry 1993, several days of 
rain again flooded the Salt River. 

That flash flood washed out the Mill 
A venue Bridge in Tempe and sent tons 
of garbage down the river as the water 
reached a landfill near the banks of'the 
river. 

Deadly heat w ave 

In 2005, 20' deaths were attribut
ed to a July heat wave. Temperatures 
weren't record-setting, but highs con-

r, sistently topped 110 degrees and 
lows didn't dip below the 90s. Heat 
advisories and excessive-heat 
warnings lasted for more than a 
week. 

Many of the victims were home
less but the dead also included a 
37-year-old man found in his vehi
cle, a 66-year-old man found out
side his home and three elderly 
women found inside their. homes. 
A 97-year-old Mesa man died in-

' side his home, where the temper
' ature had reached 110 degrees. 

His wife, who was also in the 
home, survived. 

Record dry spell 

Much of the Southwest has 
been in a drought for more than a 
decade, but even -within that long
term condition there have been 
some notable dry spells. For Phoe
nix, the longest period without 
measurable rain started in late 
2005 and ended March 11, 2006. 
During that stretch, the city's rain 
gauge was dry for 143 consecutive 
days. 

Re cord-setting rain 

On Sept. 8, 2014, Phoenix
area residents woke up to find the 
skies had opened up and they 
were in the midst of a historic 
rainstorm. The remnants of a 
tropical storm provided the mois-

. ture for a storm that dumped 3.29 
inches on tpe official rain gauge at 
Phoenix Sky Harbor International 
Airport, breaking a record that 
had stood since Sept. 5, 1939. 

There was some flooding 
throughout the Valley but hardest 
hit was Mesa's Emerald Acres 
neighborhood where more than 
100 homes took on water. 

- Weldon B. Johnson 
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Citizen scientists collect 
rain data in Phoenix area 
They supplement 
official gauges 
WELDON B. JOHNSON 
THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL.COM 

The forecast calls for 
rain, and television, newspa
per and social-media reports 
are filled with photos and 
videos of the downpour. 

Meanwhile, on the other 
side of town or even a few 
blocks away, there wasn't 
even a sprinkle. 

Climate scientists are ea
ger to get data on rainfall 
amounts in the Valley, and 
the official rain gauges of 
the Maricopa County Flood 
Control District, the Nation
al Weather Service and oth
er agencies aren't enough. 

To help fill the void, there 
are networks where citizen 
scientists can get involved 
and plug in their results as 
easily as logging onto a web
site. 

In the Phoenix area, the 
two most extensive net
works are CoCoRaHS (Com
munity Collaborative Rain, 
Hail and Snow network) and 
Rainlog. 

CoCoRaHS (cocorahs 
.org) is a national network 
with more than 400 gauges 
in the Phoenix area. 

CHERYL EVANS/THE REPUBLIC 
Arizona State University fans weather the rain during a baseball game 
against Washington State University at Phoenix Municipal Stadium in 
Phoenix on May 15. 

Rainlog (rainlog.org) 
originated at the University 
of Arizona and though most 
gauges are in the Southwest, 
it has participants through
out the country. It has about 
120 gauges in the Valley. 

The two networks differ 
slightly in how they operate. 
Both offer a simple, Web-

based interface for report
ing data. CoCoRaHS, howev
er, requires its members to 
use a uniform rain gauge. 

Data from CoCoRaHS 
volunteers are immediately 
fed to the National Weather 
Service and can be part of its 
criteria for issuing flood or 
storm advisories. 
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Drive cautiously in bad weather 
MARK DEBRUYCKERE 
SPECIAL FOR THE REPUBLIC I 
AZCENTRAL.COM 

Severe weather is no 
stranger to the desert South
west. Dust storms, thunder
storms and flash floods are all 
common during the monsoon 
that begins June lS and con
tinues through September. 

Many people don't think 
about it until the time arrives, 
but knowing what to do if 
caught out on the road during 
these storms is important. 

When driving in the middle 
of a storm and visibility is low, 
turn on headlights and slow 
down to a cautious speed to see 
reasonable distance ahead. 

Under extreme dusty condi
tions where the road is barely 
visible, pull off to the side of 
the road to get as far right as 
possible. Thrn off the car and 
headlights, set the parking 
brake and keep off the brake 

pedal. 
When driving in the rain or 

soon after it stops, it is impor
tant to pay close attention to 
traction. Rain may cause tires 
to hydroplane at certain 
speeds. Slow down! 

Be watchful for fast moving 
vehicles, as they can splash up 
blinding sheets of water. By 
the time visibility clears, it 
might be too late. 

Water on the road may be 
deeper than it looks. Slow 
speed accordingly and drive 
with caution. 

Pay attention to hazard 
signs such as "Do Not Cross 
When Flooded," "Road Closed 
Due to Flooding," and "Road
blocks." Ignoring barriers or 
signs can threaten life and 
property which can result in le
gal enforcement by the police. 

Do not attempt to cross rain
swollen washes. A flash flood 
can quickly sweep a vehicle 
away. Control of the vehicle 

can be lost in just 6 inches of 
water. Most vehicles will begin 
to float in 2 feet of water. 

If the car has stalled in wa
ter, climb onto the roof of the 
car and use a cell phone to dial 
911. Be specific about location 
and wait to be rescued. 

If the water level is low 
enough to wade to safety, do so, 
but beware of floating debris, 
slippery rocks, currents and 
holes that are deeper than the 
water level. Get to dry land and 
find shelter immediately! 

Listen to the radio or televi
sion for information or instruc
tions and possible road clo
sures. 

There are many dangers in
volving the monsoon while 
you're driving. Get more mon
soon safety tips at 
www.ScottsdaleFD .com. 

Mark DeBruyckere is operations 
division chief for the Scottsdale 
Fire Department. 
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Special to the Independent 
Workers secure five public levees along the Indian Bend Wash Greenbelt. 

Improved levees help 
keep Scottsdale dry 

Staff report 
Independent Newsmedia 

Through the heart of Scottsdale runs 
a ribbon of recreation and solitude. Tree
filled berms create shade for joggers; con
crete walls buffer traffic noise. 

These barriers help define the Indian 
Bend Wash Greenbelt and stand ready to 
perform a crucial job - protect neighbor
hoods from millions of gallons of flood
water when the wash flows. 

Scottsdale recently completed a reno
vation project to further secure five public 
levees along the greenbelt so that they can 
continue to safely protect the city for de-

cades to come. 
Aside from the larger community 

benefit, these improvements also mean 
roughly 500 property owners will not be 
required to carry federal flood insurance 
- saving these citizens around $500,000 
per year. The levee analysis and upgrades 
cost about $500,000, according to a press 
release. 

" It's always a great outcome when we 
can increase the safety and function of our 
flood control system and save property 
owners money," stated Ashley Couch, the 

Levees 
Continued From Page 4 

city 's stormwater manager, in the release. 
Most of the levees that stand guard 

against flooding in the wash blend into the 
character of the greenbelt. Residents may 
walk J.Jast them daily _wit~out eve_r rea_llz
ing they are part of an mtncate eng1~eenng 
system to keep their homes and busmesses 
dry. 

Scottsdale's recent work upgraded five 
levees located along the wash between Lin
coln Drive and McKellips Road, according to 
the release. 

The improvements included raising the 
height of one levee, repairing er_oded areas 
and installing backflow prevention devices 
on several storm drains. 

The improvements gained the levees' 
accreditation from the Federal Emergency 
Management Administration. Accreditation 

means the designated floodplain area in 
Scottsdale will not expand and some 500 
property owners near the levees ~re ~ff the 
hook for the pricey, federally required msur
ance. 
· While the greenbelt levee system pro

tects property owners from what can be a 
raging river during heavy rams, Ms. Couch 
still recommends all property owners carry 
flood insurance, since homeowners' insur
ance policies do not cover storm-related 
flooding, according to the release. . 

The good news is when a property. Is 
outside the federally designated floodplam, 
flood insurance is a lot cheaper to buy. Poli
cies start as low as $119 per year, including 
contents coverage, according to the re
lease. 

"Nearly 20 percent of all flood claims 
in the U.S. occur outside designated flood
plains," Ms. Couch stated. "So we recom
mend everyone carry flood insurance _just to 
be on the safe side. Tvpical flood claims m 
Scottsdale are tens of thousands of dollars." 
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New flood warning stations 
planned in preparation for 

monsoon season 
PHG:>ENIX - Sixteen new 

flood warning stations will soon 
be installed throughout Phoenix, 
thanks to an Intergovernmental 
Agreement between the Flood 
Control District of Maricopa 
County and the city of Phoenix. 
The Maricopa County Board 
of Supervisors voted to approve 
the IGA with the city that adds 
16 automated flood warning 
stations to the District alert 
system. The city of Phoenix 
is purchasing the 16 monitors 
to be installed and operated 
by the District as part of their 
existing system. 

"This IGA between the city 
of Phoenix and the Flood 
Control District shows how 
intergovernmental collaboration 
can work to the advantage of 
both public agende:; and the 
residents they serve," Maricopa 
County District 3 Supervisor 
Andy Kunasek said. "The 
addition of these 16 stations 
into our regional flood warning 
system will bring increased 
peace of mind to communities 
that were heavily impacted by 
flooding in 2014." 

Maricopa County District 
5 Supervisor Steve Gallardo 
agreed that the enhanced 
reporting will benefit local 
residents. "We appreciate our 
partnership with Phoenix 
on these additional warning 
stations," Supervisor Gallardo 

said. "Areas like Laveen that 
were hit hard by last summer's 
storms can rest easier knowing 
the extra monitors will allow 
for earlier detection of severe 
thunderstorms to mitigate 
potential damage." 

"The welfare and safety of 
our residents is always our top 
priority," Phoenix Mayor Greg 
Stanton said. "If adding these 
flood warning stations gives 
us the ability to better protect 
our citizens from storm and 
property damage, why wouldn't 
we do this?" 

The District currently operates 
354 flood warning stations that 
include rain and stream gages 
as well as weather stations. The 
addition of 16 flood warning 
stations will bring the network 
in Maricopa County to 370. 

"The Flood Control District's 
mission is to reduce the risk 
of flooding to people and 
property," Chief Engineer and 
General Manager of the Flood 
Control District Bill Wiley 
said. "Adding more stations to 
our alert system will enable us 
to better warn and protect the 
public from impending storms, 
particularly in vulnerable areas 
like Laveen and Skunk Creek." 

All new stations will be 
purchased and installed this 
year. For more information, call 
the Flood Control District at 
(602) 506-1501. 
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ImproVed levees keep city safe from floods 
Submitted by Mike Phillips, 

public affairs manager, on be
half of the city of Scottsdale. 

Through the heart of Scotts
dale runs a ribbon of recreation 
and solitude. Tree-filled berms 
create shade for joggers; con
crete walls buffer traffic noise. 

These barriers help define 
the Indian Bend Wash Green
belt and stand ready to perform 
a crucial job-protect neighbor
hoods from millions of gallons 
of floodwater when the wash 
flows. Scottsdale recently com
pleted a project to further se
cure five public levees along 
the greenbelt so that they can 
safely protect the city for dec
ades to come. 

Aside from the larger com
munity benefit, these improve
ments also mean roughly 500 
property owners will not be re
quired to carry federal flood in
surance- saving these citizens 
around $500,000 per year. The 
levee analysis and upgrades 

CITY OF SCOTISDALE 

Workers reinstall grates during the levee renovation project along the 
Indian Bend Wash greenbelt. 

cost about $500,000. 
"It's always a great outcome 

when we can increase the safety 
and function of our flood con-

trol system and save property 
owners money," said Ashley 
Couch, the city's stormwater 
manager. 

1[ostoftheleveesthatstand 
guard against flooding in the 
wash blend into the character of 
the greenbelt. Residents may 
walk past them daily without 
ever realizing they are part of 
an intricate engineering system 
to keep their homes and busi
nesses dry. 

Scottsdale's recent work up
graded five levees located 
along the wash between Lincoln 
Drive and 1[cKellips Road. 

The improvements included 
raising the height of one levee, 
repairing eroded areas and in
stalling backflow prevention 
devices on several storm 
drains. 

The improvements gained 
the levees' accreditation from 
the Federal Emergency 1[an
agement Administration. Ac
creditation means the designat
ed floodplain area in Scottsdale 
will not expand and some 500 
property owners near the lev
ees are off the hook for the pri-

cey, federally required insur
ance. 

While the greenbelt levee 
system protects property own
ers from what can be a raging 
river during heavy rains, Couch 
still recommends all property 
owners carry flood insurance, 
since homeowners' insurance 
policies do not cover storm-re
lated flooding. 

The good news is when a 
property is outside the federal
ly designated floodplain, flood 
insurance is a lot cheaper to 
buy. Policies start as low as $119 
per year, including contents 
coverage. 

"Nearly 20 percent of all 
flood claims in the U.S. occur 
outside designated flood
plains," Couch said. "So we rec
ommend everyone carry flood 
insurance just to be on the safe 
side. Typical flood claims in 
Scottsdale are tens of thousands 
of dollars." 

* ~ 
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AMC Environmental Issues 
June Breakfast- Flood Control 
Sheraton Phoenix Airport Hotel, 1600 S. 52nd St., Tempe. 7:30 a.m. 
to 8:45 p.m. The Arizona Manufacturers Council June Environmental 
Issues Breakfast will feature a discussion on flood control from Bill 
Wiley, director of the Maricopa County Flood Control District. Wiley will 
discuss recent flooding issues and the structures and programs that are 
in place to reduce flood problems in the future. He will also give a sneak 
preview of what to expect this coming monsoon season. Cost: $40, 
members; $55, non-members. Information: Contact Taylor McArthur at 
{602) 248-9172 x123 or email tmcarthur@azchamber.com. 

'80 2015 Desert Diamonds A ardi Gala 

;$60, 
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Amended 
School district reworks 
budget for flood control 
By Kevin Cloe 
Publisher 

Wickenburg's school district 
officials have discovered a way to 
pay for its share of a planned $1.9 
million flood-control channel and 
roadway adjacent to Hassayampa 
Elementary School. 

The school board, in a special 
meeting Monday, approved a sub
stantial increase in the district's 
Adjacent Ways tax category to 
generate $810,000 this coming 
year - slightly less than half of 
the estimated cost of flood-control 
project/trailhead access the dis
trict and the Town of Wickenburg 
are sharing responsibilities. 

It was an amendment to the bud
get the school board approved for 
the upcoming school year. 

'This is the one area where the 
school district can do something 
on its own," noted Wickenburg 
Schools Superintendent Dr. 
Howard Carlson, explaining how 
the state limits what the district 
can do in raising tax rates in the 
general budget. The local dis
trict, Carlson said, can adjust the 
Adjacent Ways tax category as 
long as it stays within the limits of 
the overall budget. 

The Adjacent Ways tax category 
is set aside annually for any work 
that needs to be done for access 
in or out of school properties. 

Generally, that amount is usually 
about 10 cents per $100,000 of 
assessed valuation that generates 
about $150,000 per year, and this 
coming fiscal year it would have 
been about $162,000, according 
to District Business Manager 
Victoria Farrar. 

This year, however, the dis
trict's overall property tax rate was 
reduced significantly due to an 
increase in the assessed value of 
all the property within the district 
and when it was forced to discon
tinue the district-sponsored char
ter school program. 

School board member Curtis 
Arnett and Farrar explained that 
by increasing the Adjacent Ways 
tax to 50 cents (per $100,000 of 
assessed value), the district could 
generate the $810,000 and still 
keep the district's overall tax rate 
below last year. 

The cost to the property owners 
within the district is about $1 this 
coming year for a home with an 
assessed value of $200,000. 

The school district is working 
with the Town of Wickenburg 
to establish a flood-control chan
nel around the Hassayampa 
Elementary chool that also can 
be used as a roadway for access 
to the town's completion of the 

See School page A-2 

School 
From the Front Page 

K rkes Trailhead, used as 
a staging area for eques
trian trail rides through 
thl! community. 

School district officials 
expect the flood-control 
channel will eliminate the 
flooding problem in the 

Hassayampa Elementary 
School parking lot and 
also help with a smoother 
flow of traffic entering and 
exiting the parking lot. 

The Town ofWicken burg 
still needs to determine 
how it plans to provide its 

share of the cost for the 
project. 

The targeted starting 
date for the flood-control 
project is December, with 
an anticipated 18-month 
term to complete the proj
ect. 
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Sonoran Preservation Program receives unanimous vote 
By CAROLYN DRYER 

EDITOR 

It will take a number 
of partnerships with ·other 
government agencies and 
private organizations. But 
Peoria City Council took a 
big step at its June 2 meet
ing to expand the city's 
conservation and preserva
tion boundaries. 

Planning and Com
munity Development 
Director Chris Jacques 
took the lead, and, in 
his presentation , recom
mended council approve 
and adopt a resolution 
"establishing the Sonoran 
Preservation Program as 
the city's guiding docu
ment and implementation 
framework for the iden
tification, prioritization 
and assemblage of areas 
of special interest into a 
meaningful network of 
connected open spaces for 
a variety of users." 

City Manager Carl Sw
enson called the program 
"the most significant plan
ning the city has done in 
several years. It continues 
the process going forward 
on how we preserve these 
as ets and treasures for 
future generations." 

Jacques agreed, saying, 
"Yes, this is a seminal 
document." 

He then outlined steps 
taken to get to this point, 
including a comprehensive 
council study session May 

Chris Jacques, Director 
Planning and 
Community 

Development 

19. Even with the approval 
of the resolution adopting 
the program, Jacques said 
the next chapter is imple
mentation, planned for 
discussion at a September 
workshop. At that time, 
Jacques said council will 
explore and identify fund
mg sources. 

Part of the program in
volves purchase of private 
land within the planned 
preservation area. The 
program, as explained by 
Jacques, is intended to be 
balanced - understanding 
the need to protect open 
space, bu t also respect 
individual property rights 
of land owners. 

The program document 
is not a regulatory or zon
ing instrument. Rather, it 
is intended to be a guide 
for making deci ions about 
areas of special interest. 

It doe not stand alone. It 
is designed to align with the 

newly adopted Community 
Services Master Plan. 

Along with discussions 
with various city boards 
- Planning and Zoning 
Commission, Historic 
Preservation Commis
sion and the Parks and 
Recreation Board - the 
city contacted the Bureau 
of Land Management, 
State Land Department, 
City of Scottsdale, Pima 
County, City of Phoenix, 
Maricopa County Flood 
Control District, Sonoran 
Institute, Desert Foothills 
Land Trust, Arizona For
ward and other stakehold
ers and interests to obtain 
guidance on the plan. 

A representative from 
the Sonoran Institute Leg
acy Program, who also sits 
on the board ofWhite Tank 
Mountain Conservancy, 
praised council for its ap
proval of the program. 

Robert Hall, a 33-year 
resident of Arizona, retired 
to live in Peoria three years 
ago, and said he was "re
ally impressed by open 
spaces" in the city. 

"This is a very well 
thought out plan," he said. 
"There are 325 historic and 
prehistoric sites identified, 
more than any other place 
in the Valley." 

Still more positive com
ments came from a rep
re entative of the Desert 
Foothills Land Trust, who 
called the work by staff 
and council "incredible," 

and the program represents 
"an incredible opportunity 
for the community." 

Mesquite district Coun
cil member Bridget Bins
bacher, in whose district 
most of the plan will be 
implemented , said, "I 
am so pleased with ev
erything I'm hearing this 
evening. I have heard 
from many citizens in the 
Mesquite district. This is 
a great moment." 



• 

• 

06 1515 
Arrowhead Media 
Arizona Republic 

Cir: 438,<722 
Phoen ix, AZ 

Valley agencies working to 
prevent Inonsoon danlage 
BEN MARGIOTT 
THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL. COM 

Doug and Lana Baccus survived more 
than 15 years of Arizona monsoon storms 
without any flooding. But a storm of his
toric proportions last year knocked 
down an exterior cinder-block wall, and 
floodwaters rushed into their Phoenix 
house. The resulting water line mea
sured 14 inches high. 

Two storms later, their downstairs 
was virtually destroyed, and the Baccus
es couldn't undertake the repairs alone. 

On Thursday, crews from HandsOn 
Greater Phoenix and the Home Depot 
Foundation made finishing touches to 
the house near 19th Avenue and Dobbins 
Road after a few weeks of renovations. 
Volunteers hoped to finish the repairs by 
today. "We're very appreciative of ev
erything they have done for us," Lana 
Baccus said. " 'Thank you' is just not 
enough." 

The new cinder-block walls around 
the property were most crucial. Doug 
Baccus, who served in the Navy for more 
than two years, said if they had a quality 
cinder-block wall in place for last year's 
storm, their house might have been 
spared. 

Mesa and other Valley agencies are 
taking extra precautions to prevent the 
property damage that resulted last year 
from almost a foot of water in some 
places. The Maricopa County Flood Con
trol District, which works alongside cit
ies in their flood-preparation efforts, 
completed 10 projects in the monsoon 
off-season, district representative Jen 
Pokorski said. 

But projects to prevent flooding in 

areas that were affected most in 2014 are 
at least a year away. Five projects in Me
sa were approved last week, including a 
$400,000 venture to prevent the Emerald 
Acres area from future devastation. 

Emerald Park was built at a lower ele
vation than the surrounding area specifi
cally for flood prevention, but it over
flowed in 2014 and the additional rainfall 
flooded more than 200 homes in Emerald 
Acres and an elementary school. 

Another project will address the La
veen neighborhood near the Baccuses' 
home, which was especially hard-hit. In 
September, the city of Phoenix will 
break ground on a 38-acre water-reten
tion basin at 27th A venue and South 
Mountain A venue. This year, however, 
the Arizona Department of Transporta
tion, which handles flood prevention and 
control on state freeways, addressed a 
potential threat to the expanding West 
Valley by collaborating with the Flood 
Control District to finish the Loop 303 
drainage system. 

Scottsdale is doing its part, as well. 
The city recently purchased 4.6 acres of 
Apache Park from the Scottsdale Uni
fied School District. Although it won't be 
ready for this year's monsoon, a water
retention basin will eventually be built 
on the land.The basin will support the 
area's Granite Reef Wash watershed 
project, which will eventually remove 
more than 600 homes from a floodplain. 

The Flood Control District advises 
homeowners to purchase flood insur
ance if they don't already live in a flood
plain, where it's required. Insurance 
does carry a 30-day waiting period, so 
the district recommends purchasing it 
before the monsoon. 
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Monsoon season und av 
Queen Creek officials hope new retention basin 

will help prevent flooding, road closures this year 
By Wendy Miller 
Independent Newspapers 

The town of Queen Creek is 
gearing up for this year's 
monsoon season - June 

14-Sept. 20 - and hoping the 
community will not see a repeat 
of last year 's historic 500-year 
storm, Public Works Director 
Troy White said during a phone 
interview. 

A The 2014 season set a record 
W for Phoenix for the most rainfall 

ever on a single day when on 
Sept. 8, 3.29 inches of rain were 
recorded at Sky Harbor Airport, 
surpassing the previous record 
of 2.91 inches in 1939, Keith Kin
caid, a forecaster with the Phoe
nix office of the National Weather 
Service, said during a phone in
terview. 

"We recorded half of the 
state's annual rainfall in one day," 
Mr. Kincaid said. 

Public works crews from Mar
icopa and Pinal counties as wejl 
as individual communities hur
ried to close and clear roads. Mr. 
White said he started sending out 
workers around 10 p.m. Sept. 7. 

He estimated his crew members 
spent about 500 hours total clos
ing roads, pumping water, deliv
ering sandbags and cleaning up 
after the storm. 

"That included getting the 
roads and channels clear. As 
the basins filled up, they had to 
pump out the water and spread it 
out," Mr. White said. "They spent 
numerous hours checking our 
channel system to make sure the 
debris did not block the pipes." 

Among the major road clo
sures on Sept. 8 were Riggs Road 
at !96th Street and Riggs between 
Power and Hawes roads, and the 
southbound lanes of Ellsworth 
Road at Hunt Highway, according 
to postings that day on the town's 
Facebook page. 

Major erosion occurred at cer
tain areas of the Sonoqui Wash 
embankment, Mr. White said. 
The town is still clearing large de
posits of sediment and soil from 
some retention basins, he said. 

"We still have 4 to 6 inches in 
the bottoms of the basins and we 

See Monsoons -Page 4 

Independent Newspapers/Wendy Miller 
Above: Tishia Stewart, a park ranger at San Tan Regional Mountain Park in 
Queen Creek, holds two Couch's spadeloot toads. The amphibians tend to 
emerge from their underground homes during rainstorms to eat and mate, 
Ranger Tish said. left: Flooding closed many roads in the east Valley last 
summer, including this one in Queen Creek. 
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Monsoons 
Continued From Page 1 

need to get that cleared so the basins can 
work properly," he said. "There is still plen
ty of ~apacity there to handle close to a I 00-
year event." 

A "I 00-year" storm event has a one in 
I 00, or I percent, chance of happening in 
any given year, according to the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's 
Paleoclimatology website: www.ncdc. 
noaa.gov/paleo/ctVresource I OO.html. A 
"500-year" event has a one in five hundred, 
or 2 percent, chance of happening in any 
year, according to the same site. 

Mr. White said the channel system in
curred about $650,000-$750,000 in dam
age. A federal state of emergency was 
declared, enabling the town to eventually 
recoup most of funding needed to repair 
those areas. 

The Flood Control District of Maricopa 
County is installing Phase 3 of the Sono
qui Wash, which includes large retention 
basins south of Hunt Highway and east of 
Hawes Road, and a pipe system to the So
noqui Wash that will help mitigate some of 
the areas that were flooded in last year's 
storm, Marnie Schubert, the town's spokes
woman, said in an e-mailed response to 
questions. 

The work should help some of the com
munities hardest hit last year, Mr. White 
said. 

"A lot of water was collected and made 

e 

its way to Riggs Road. A couple areas north 
of Riggs got hit pretty heavy. This should al
leviate some of the flood water," he said. 

He said the new retention basin should 
intercept water from a watershed that 
makes its way to Riggs and Hawes. It will be 
sent through the piping system and above
ground channel and diverted into Sonoqui 
Wash at Riggs Road just east of Hawes, he 
said. 

"That's water that typically would sheet
flow to the west side of Hawes," he said. 

Over the past I 0 years the flood-control 
district has spent more than $40 million for 
storm drainage structures in and around 
the Queen Creek area, Ms. Schubert said. 

"This has also significantly improved the 
flow of flood waters during storms," she 
said. 

Town Emergency Manager Joe LaFor
tune provides information in advance when 
monsoon activity is predicted, Ron Knight, 
fire chief for the Queen Creek Fire and 
Medical department, said in an e-mailed re
sponse to questions. Mr. LaFortune has pre
pared a monsoon safety tip sheet that will 
be distributed to Queen Creek residents in 
their July water bill, Chief Knight said. 

He and Mr. LaFortune participated in a 
storm preparedness meeting June 9 that in
cluded Mr. White and representatives from 
the town's communications department, 
Chief Knight said . . 

The meeting was to review the town's 
policy and procedures prior to the mon
soon season, he said. 

Chief Knight said his department re-

sponded to street-flooding issues and as
sisted residents w ith sandbags when need
ed during last year's monsoon. He said he 
did not recall responding to any fires caused 
by lightning. 

Sandbags will be available this year at 
Queen Creek Fire Station No. 412 at 24787 
S. Sossaman Road and at the town's recy
cling center at Ellsworth Road and Crewse 

e 

Lane, just south of the Queen Creek Town 
Hall, 22350 S. Ellsworth Road. 

For more information, visit the town's 
website at www.queencreek.org. 

In case of an emergency, call 9-1-1, Mr. 
White said. To report flooding, call the 
town's non-emergency number at 480-358-
3000, he said. 
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TPV floodwater management is shared responsibility 
By Mary Hamway 
Special to the Independent 

On Sept. 8, 2014, the Town 
of Paradise Valley experienced a 
I 00-year storm event. To put this 
in perspective, to reach the mag
nitude of the I 00-year event, 3.94 
inches of rain fell in 6 hours, and 
consequently, many of our resi
dents experienced flooding. 

One might assume that a I GOO
year event means that we won't 
get that much rain again any 
time soon. However, future rain 
amounts and the chance of flood
ing have no relationship to past 
events. 

In fact, the Sept. 8 storm was 
the third significant storm event to 
occur over the past two years. 

Flood control experts agree that 
we will see storms like this again, 
and that communities should plan 
for the new reality of shorter and 

more intense storms. 
Since it is impossible to com

pletely safeguard against flooding, 
these same experts suggest that 
municipalities are better served by 
becoming more resilient through 
targeted flood control programs 
that minimize local damage, re
duce the risks of flooding and help 
the community to recover quickly. 

In a 6 to I vote of the fiscal 
year 2015-16 budget, a majority of 
the Paradise Valley Town Council 
made storm water management a 
priority. 

Over the years, new home con
struction and walls have altered 
the historical flows of some wash
es. In an effort to better under
stand how water flows today, the 
town has been divided into six dif
ferent watersheds where we plan 
to conduct detailed studies. Start
ing in this year, $500,000 has been 

GUEST 

Mary Hamway 

allocated to perform two studies. 
Over the next three years we 

hope to complete all the studies, 
as well as develop an inventory of 
existing drainage facilities, identify 
drainage issues, and update our 
Drainage Master Plan. 

In Paradise Valley, most washes 
are on private property and are 
not engineered, but remain natu
ral habitats. Through community 
discussions and mailers, our goal 
is to raise awareness of the dan
gers of these storm events, and to 

highlight the responsibility of each 
property owner to keep washes 
clear of debris. 

In many cases, washes run be
tween property walls and the re
sponsibility is shared between the 
two adjacent neighbors. Educating 
and working with our residents re
mains an ongoing effort. 

Our town staff is also reviewing 
code enforcement and the institu
tional processes that could help 
reduce the risk of flooding in the 
future. For example, we are evalu
ating retention for hillside homes, 
and we are considering changing 
when a certificate of occupancy 
is issued by waiting until after the 
final landscaping and drainage in
spection. 

We also intend to keep specific 
site plans as permanent records 
so that engineered drainage solu
tions are not lost as homes change 

owners or are remodeled. 
An automated warning system 

called Code Red has been imple
mented where residents can re
ceive notification of significant 
storm events. We are updating 
our technology to include a GIS 
(Geographic Information System) 
and a database for managing code 
enforcement citations. And, we 
continue to work with other local 
governments to share costs and 
find new solutions. 

Storm water management re
mains a shared responsibility be
tween the town and its residents. 

Only by working together, 
gathering data and implementing 
meaningful solutions can we ever 
hope to be a resilient community. 
For more information about storm 
water management, please visit 
our website at www.paradiseval
leyaz.gov. 

~ 
~ 
~ 



• 
0 6 24 1 5 
Arrowhead Media 

Queen Creek Independent 
Cir: 14,250 

Apache Junction AZ 
' 

Groundbreaking ceremony held at QC Wash Trail 
The town of Queen Creek hosted a 

groundbreaking ceremony Monday, June 
15, for the Queen Creek Wash Trail at 
Desert Mountain Park. Estimated to take 
between 60 and 90 days, the construction 
project will extend the existing multi-use 
trail at Desert Mountain Park, connecting 
the Queen Creek Wash Trail to the Cris
mon Road Alignment, according to a press 
release. 

"We have a fantastic group here this 
morning," Mayor Barney said as he 
opened the groundbreaking ceremony. "I 
am pleased to have the various representa
tives here from ADOT, Meadow Valley and 
NFRA. I appreciate all that you have done 
in preparation for the project. I also com
mend council and staff for their efforts. 
This is an exciting addition to our commu
nity." 

The project is a joint partnership with 
the Federal Highway Administration and 
the Arizona Department of Transportation. 
NFra Inc. completed the design for the 
project and Meadow Valley Contractors 
will be completing the construction. 

The majority of the project is grant
funded. A Congestion Mitigation and Air 
Quality grant is funding $525,000 and the 
Transportation Enhancement Activities is 
funding $486,926. The town is contributing 
$140,000, of which $110,000 was provided 
by the developer of the Hasting Subdivi
sion. 

The 2-mile expansion of the Queen 

local elected officials and dignitaries participated in the June 15 groundbreaking ceremony for the 
Queen Creek Wash Trail at Desert Mountain Park. 

Creek Wash Trail is one component of the 
Parks, Trails and Open Space Master Plan, 
connecting more than 20 areas of Queen 
Creek, providing regional connectivity to 
the town of Gilbert, San Tan Mountain Re
gional Park and Pinal County, according to 
the release. 

While the wash will remain open for 
the majority of the construction, there will 
be limited restrictions to protect the safety 
of individuals who utilize the trails . The I 0-
foot wide multi-use trail will function in a 

similar capacity to the current trail system 
from Hawes Road to Power Road. 

The trail is intended to accommodate 
pedestrians and equestrians with the ap
propriate separation. Minor vegetation 
clean-up will be completed in the wash 
and a few decomposed granite ramps in 
and out of the wash will be added to ac
commodate equestrians. 

For more information about capital im
provements in the town of Queen Creek, 
visit QueenCreek.org!BetterRoadsAhead. 
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COVER STORY 

The Phoenix Business Journal is taking a two-part look at transportation issues in the Valley. 
This edition features a story on Phoenix's proposed transit tax. Next week, we will look 
beyond the city and focus on the state of transportation, from roads and rail to airports. 

PHOENIX 
PLANS TO 
RIDE RAILS 
TO ECONOMIC 
PROSPERITY 
BY ERIC JAY TOLL 
etoll@bizjournals.com 

602-308-5616, @PhxBizEric 

When Phoenix voted in 2000 to pump 
$1.4 billion into building the backbone 
of the Metro light rail system, Mayor Greg 
Stanton said residents were way ahead 
of the curve. 

Aa 0.4-cent sales tax was approved 
strictly to fund light rail and some bus 
improvements. Now Stanton and a major
ity of the Phoenix City Council are ask
ing voters to extend that tax through 2050 
and increase it to 0. 7 cents to cover other 
transit improvements. 

"We're going to build 1,000 miles of 
bike lanes and routes," Stanton said. 
"The money will be used to maintain 
streets, get bus stops 

people to get around, backers of the tax 
increase say, light rail will provide 93,000 
jobs and $5 billion in new development, 
including $3.7 billion in private dollars, 
that transit development will generate 
- all for about $4 to $5 per family per 
month. 

Need for new funding 
Phoenix has suffered seven years of legis
lative neglect in transportation funding, 
as state lawmakers have raided highway 
user revenue funds to help balance the 
budget. As a result, Phoenix Street Trans
portation Director Ray Dovalina said the 
city has $7.5 billion in near-term street 
maintenance and flood control needs, but 
only about $500 million a year in funding. 

Phoenix taxpayers will have to fill 
the gap created by law

out of traffic lanes, and 
increase bus schedules 
and routes." 

.,.. ABOUT THE VOTE makers diverting gas tax 
revenue into the state's 
general fund instead of 
using it to fill the city's 
potholes. 

Stanton said the rea
son for the investment 
is simple: Light rail has 
been the driver for eco
nomic development in 
the downtown area. 

Phoenix residents will be 
asked to approve a sales tax 
that would raise $17 billion 
over the next 25 years. "Right now, we receive 

so few street dollars that 
it will take 60 years for 
streets to be rebuilt, in-

The city will start sending 
out mail-in ballots by the 
end of July. In-person voting 
will take place Aug. 25. 

"The biomedical cen-
ter, University of Arizona 
campus and (Arizona State University) 
downtown are all proof of how light rail 
transformed the area," he said. 

Public-sector development along the 
light rail line in Phoenix since 2010 totals 
almost $1.9 billion. More than 2 million 
square feet of public-sector develop
ment has been added along the right
of-way, most at the downtown UA and 
ASU campuses. 

"There would not be an Arizona State 
University downtown campus without 
light rail," ASU President Michael Crow 
said in an interview earlier this year. 

More than just providing a way for 

stead of the normal 30-
to 40 -year rebuilding 

cycle," Dovalina said at a recent Phoenix 
Business Joumal roundtable on the trans
portation industry. 

To find out what the city needed, Stan
ton asked former U.S. Transportation 
Secretary Mary Peters and former Arizo
na State Land Commissioner Maria Baier 
last summer to co-chair a committee to 
develop a plan. The Citizens Committee 
on the Future of Phoenix Transportation 
recommended a 35-year transportation 
program of light rail, new and improved 
streets, bike lanes, and improved tran
sit routes and schedules. The price tag 
would total $31 billion by 2050. 

Phoenix Mayor 
Greg Stanton is 
a big backer of 
the city's push 
for an extended 
and expanded 
sales tax that 
would fund future 
light rail and 
other modes of 
transportation. 

JIM POULIN I PHOENIX 
BUSINESS JOURNAL 

"The committee had a balance be
tween those wanting to see transporta
tion to support economic development, 
and those who wanted to provide the 
community with more transportation 
options, " Baier said. "In the end, it was 
obvious that the transportation system 
is mostly used to benefit the economy." 

The sales tax would raise about $17 bil
lion. The rest of the money would come 
through grants and bonds. The measure 
includes shifting $16 million in trans
portation funds to help hire more police 
officers. 

Light rail for the economy 
Transit tax backers don't point to rider
ship as a factor in adding more tracks 
and trains, but to development that has 
sprung up around light rail as a motivat
ing factor to expand the tax. 

The first 22 miles of light rail, 13 of 

which are in Phoenix, generated $6.9 bil
lion in capital investment, including 
$5.5 billion from the private sector. 

Light rail construction had a grueling 
impact on business access, resulting in 
the closure of numerous small business
es and restaurants along the route. How
ever, light rail's completion has changed 
areas of Phoenix for the better, said John 
Graham, president and CEO of Sunbelt 
Holdings. 

"You're seeing developers who used to 
only build in suburban landscapes look
ing to create infill development along 
light rail," he said. 

Sunbelt Holdings and divisions of 
Lennar Corp. and Meritage Homes Corp. 
are building projects along light rail, as 
are a number of boutique developers. In 
Phoenix proper, more than $4.1 billion 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 
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REAl PEOPLE AN D 
PHOENIX TRANSPO RTATIO N 
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Project manager, FM Solut ions 
Robin Spaulding came 
to the Valley from Rhode 
Island. A self-styled 
"country woman," 
she lives and works in 
downtown Phoenix. She 
made the move from 
the Anthem area for the 
urban environment . Robin 

''I've been downtown Spaulding 
for three years," she 
said. "''man artist and 
wanted to experience the arts district and 
urban living." 

Although she owns a car, she finds 
Jiving downtown gives her different 
transportation options. 

"I walk, bicycle and take light rail, 
but once in a while I need to drive," said 
Spaulding. "The transportation options, 
provide ways to get to act1v1t1es. There s 
so much to do, so many places to eat. 
(Phoenix) is becoming a walking city." 

She said expanding transportation 
will be a sign ificant benefit for Phoenix. 

"More places to go without a car," 
she said . 

Case coordinator, Americorps 
A downtown den izen for e • 
five years, Keith Mulvin 
works in Sunnyslope, 
nearly 14 miles from 
his Roosevelt Row 
apartment. He does not 
own a car; instead, he 
uses a monthly Valley 
Metro pass. 

"I'm a believer in 
sustainab le living," he 
said. "At some point, you 

'-
Keith 
Mulvin 

have to live what you advocate." 
Mu lvin uses his b ike and Valley Metro 

to get everywhere. Even in the summer, 
he commutes by bike to his office . 

He said it's possible to get anywhere 
with public transportation. 

"It just takes a little patience," he 
said. "But you save all of the costs of a 
car, payments, gas, maintenance and 
1nsurance 
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in private investment has taken place within 
a quarter-mile oflight rail stations since 2008. 

In downtown Phoenix, CERE put togeth
er a light rail economic impact for the Phoe
nix Business Journal on a station-by-station 
basis. At the Washington Street and Central 
Avenue station, for example, roughly 800,000 
square feet of new office space was built fol
lowing light rail construction in 2008. A large 
proportion of that volume - 620,000 square 
feet- was CityScape. Stanton said the anchor 
development would not have been construct
ed without light rail. 

When light rail started rolling in late 2009, 
19 percent of the 9.5 million square feet of 
commercial office space near the Washington
Centralstation was vacant. At the end of 2015's 
first quarter, the square footage near that sta
tion had increased to 10.4 million square feet 
of office, and the vacancy rate had dropped to 
12.8 percent. Overall, the first-quarter 2015 
office vacancy rate for Phoenix was 23.8 percent. 

The construction and development story 
is nearly the same around most of the light 
rail stations. Overall in Phoenix, light rail cat
alyzed more than 33 million square feet of new 
development, nearly 6,700 residential units 
and more than 2,500 hotel rooms. 

Big backers 
The money invested in 35 years of capital con
struction of light rail, street improvements and 
flood control is expected to generate as many 
as 164,000 jobs, according to estimates from 
the Arizona Chapter of the Associated Gener
al Contractors. 

AGC Arizona is among the organizations 
providing financial support for the ballot 
measure. 

"Investing in transit and transportation
related construction is a quality-of-life issue 
that (AGC) supports," said President and CEO 
David Martin. "With light rail, private invest
ment follows the stations and adds a lot to the 
economy. Without effective transportation 
- all types of transportation - the economy 
can't grow." 

Of those jobs, almost 56,000 will be con
struction-related and more than 82,000 will 
be indirect jobs that are likely to remain even 
after construction is completed. In today's 
dollars, those jobs will generate $1.8 billion in 
annual payroll, according to AGC. 

Dovalina said millions of dollars in the new 
programs include flood control and drainage 
improvements to prevent the kind of flooding 
that occurred in some Phoenix neighborhoods 
after last fall's major rain storms. Multi-use 
paths will be developed along canals with the 
extended sales tax. 

"This is more than just commuting. Phoe
nix is a major transportation hub," Martin said. 

He said all parts of the transportation plan 
contribute to a healthy Phoenix economy. 
AGC Arizona is part of We Build Arizona, a 
lobbying group that also includes the Arizona 
Builders Association, the Association of Mi
nority Contractors of Arizona and the Arizona 
Transportation Builders Association. The 
group contributed $125,000 to MovePHX, a 
coalition that's pushing for the transit tax. ~ 

LIGHT RAIL IN 2036 
Passage of an increased sales tax to fund 
transportation improvements could mean 
a very different-looking Metro light rai l 
system. 

By 2036, Metro light rail could be 
moving people around the Valley on 
three distinct routes. The map shows the 
existing line, the extensions already under 
construction, and others being considered. 

- ASU West to ASU Downtown to ASU 
Polytechnic/Phoenix-Mesa Gateway airport 

- 59th Avenue/Interstate 10 to Main 
Street/Gilbert Road (Van Buren Street/First 
Avenue to 59th Avenue/1-10 under study) 

- Paradise Valley Mall to South 
Mountain (Jefferson Street to Central 
Avenue/Baseline Road under study) 

Central Station to Grand Canyon 
University and Glendale (light rail, bus rapid 
transit or express bus route under study) 

- Existing and under construction 

If county or municipal voters outside 
Phoenix approve it, light rail could extend 
into Peoria or Surprise; to Avondale or 
Goodyear; and south to Gilbert or east to 
Superstition Vistas. 
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LIGHT RAIL SlATS I 

$1.4 billion \ 

' 
Cost to build 

$31.2 million 
Annual cost to operate 

LIGHT RAIL ATTRACTS 
GROWING RIDERSHIP 

METRO LIGHT RAIL RIDERSHIP 

Metro light rail has seen increased 
ridership since its launch in 
December 2009. Various factors 
have contributed, including the 
expansion of Ar izona State University's 
downtown Phoenix campus. 

That increased ridership has 
officials looking at expansion. These 
charts detail where those expanded 
lines could run, as well as how light 
rail's ridership and other forms of 
transit have grown. 

2009 

2010 

2011 

3M 6M 

South 
Mountain 

' ' ' ' ' ---@)--

5,580,860* 

12,112,738 

12,793,529 

13,553,490 

14,286,093 

14,331,488 

• Metro light rail was opera tional for six months in that fiscal year. 
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WHERE IS THE 
MONEY GOING? 

Supporters of Proposition 104 
say calling it a "light rail " tax is 

wrong. Here's a look at where the 
money will go from the taxpayers' 

portion of the plan: 

$2.31 billion 
Street improvements 

$3.43 billion 
Light rail expansion 

$10.96 billion 
Expansion of bus routes 

and schedules 

SOURCE: PHOENIX FINANCE DEPARTMENT 

LEVERAGING THE BIG BUCKS 
The total cost of all the transportation 
improvements in the city of Phoenix under 
Proposition 104 will top $31 billion over 35 years. 
Taxpayers are being asked to put up al_most 
$17 billion. The taxpayer investment wtll be used 
to leverage grants and boost the city's priority in 
competing for transportation dollars. 

Extended 0.4-cent sales tax $9.9 billion 

Added 0.3-cent sales tax $6.8 billion 

Regional funds $2.9 billion 

Federa l funds $4.0 billion 

Bond funds $1.7 billion 

Transit fare $5.1 billion 

Other $1.1 billion 

SOURCE: MOVEPHX 

TOTAL DEVELOPMENT 
ALONG LIGHT RAIL, 2008-15 

169 
Number of projects 

$6.9 bill1o 
Capital investment 

•••••••••••••• Gilbert Road .4 lo 

---
VALLEY METRO BUS RIDERSHIP 

2009 ---~ 65,670,807 

2010 ------~ 55,580,265 

2011 -------~ 54,814,001 
- - -

2012 . . ------- 57,489,998 
- ~ - -- - - - --

. . - .. .. ... .. ·c 

2013 - 59,123,712 
.._ - ---~--- · -- -~ '-~~·L.. .. . ~.:.._ _,______ -· • ....:._ 

-----~ 57,805,780 

10M 20M 30M 40M 50M 60M 70M 80M 

ASU Polytechnic and 
Phoenix-Mesa Gateway 

.... 

Public investment 

• 
Private investment 

Commercial 

Government 

Education 

Residential 

Residential units 

Hotel rooms 

TOTAL VALLEY METRO RIDERSHIP 

. ~ 

12.9 million square feet 

200,000 square feet 

900,000 square feet 

9.4 million square feet 

16,670 

3,405 

71,251,667 

2010 ' ·. . . ----< 67,693,003 
~ ·- - ---

67,607,530 

2012 :_- _: .· ~;-~~:·_- -~··, ... :· ;:·· :-. ·J 
• --- -- -... ~ . - - - • .::.. - "-iT - - ~ - • ~ • • -... • 

71,043,488 

73,409,805 

72,137,268 

10M 20M 30M 40M 50M 60M 70M 80M 

SOURCE: VALLEY METRO 
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County to improve 
intersection at 99th 

Avenue and Union Hills 
By Jeff Grant 

DAILY NE\VS-SUN 

The Maricopa County De
partment of Transportation 
plans improvements to ea...~ 
traffic congestion and flood
ing during heavy rains at the 
intersection of 99th Avenue 
and Union Hills Drive, offi-

cials ·with MGDOT said 
The $2.6 million project, 

scheduled to start in spring 
2016, will include: 

• Adding an eastbound 
lane on Union Hills Drive 
as it approaches the inter
section. 

• Adding a right-turn lane 

from northbound 99th t o 
eastbound Union Hills. 

• Extending and reshap
ing the culvert covering the 
drainage canal in the medi
an on 99th Avenue, accord
ingto MCDOTCommunica
tions Manager Traei Rut h. 
The culvert extens ion will 

leave the drainage canal and 
median similar in configura
t ion to one on 99th Avenue 
and Burns Drive, 18 miles to 
the south, Ruth said 

The culvert improvements 
will help direct water flowing 
south along the canal more 

>> See 11-affic on p~ A5 

~ 
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The 
intersection 
of 99th 
Avenue 
and Union 
Hills Drive. 
looking 
northwest 
along 99th 
Avenue. The 
county will 
widen the 
crossing and 
redesign the 
drainage 

p;:1c , 1 , ~ 
1 

system next 
year.[Jeff 
Grant/Daily 
News-Sun] 
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» From page A1 
efficiently. MCDOT also will 
remove a heavy silt buildup 
in the canal that has imped
ed water movement. 

"That's all good news to 
me," said Jim Powell, Trans
portation Committee chair
man for the Sun City Home 
Owners Association, calling 
99th and Union Hills Drive ~{a 
difficult intersection." 

~'The way it's set up nmv, it's 
kind of odd Cars are making 
left-hand turns and kind of 
face each other. It does need 
improvemenl \Ve were told 
about that (project) a while 
back, so we knew they (MC
DOT) were going to do some
thing," he said 

The intersection is imme
diately to the southeast of 
the Sun City Fire and Med
ical Department's adminis
tration building. Fire Chief 
Mike Thompson welcomed 
the drainage improvements 
the project will bring. 

• 

'{On the east side of 99th, 
Union Hills become a lake 
every time there's a flood," 
Thompson said during the 
June 16 fire district Board of 
Directors meeting. 

However, Thompson and 
other Sun City Fire and Med
ical Department officials have 
concerns about the project's 
impact on the administration 
building both during and af
ter the work. 

During the meeting, 
Thompson said MCDOT 
needs to take some proper
ty in front of the department's 
administration. 

Fire Marshal Jim Fox in
formed board members the 
project will take about 20 feet 
of property now containing 
xeriscape, including gravel, 
rocks and trees. 

"I think once they get this 
done, the south side of our 
building will be pretty na
ked;" Fox said 

The project will take two to 
four spaces from the depart
ment's parking lot and will 
cost the department those 
spaces during construction 
as well, the fire and medical 
department officials said. 

Fox said he had been told 
by MCDOT officials the coun
ty believed the department 
could afford to give up the 
spaces. The fire marshal dis
agreed. 

"We have large meetmgs 
in this building; we use tllis 
for training, too. I'll tell you 
what, it's packed out there in 
the parking lot vvhen wetre us-

• 
ing it," he said 

The fire officials said they 
plan to. raise the issue with 
MCOOT during an upcoming 
meeting to discuss the coun
ty's payment to the fire dis
trict for the property, even 
though Fox said the coun
ty's appraisal of the proper
ty is in line with what it has 
offered other areas for simi
lar parcels. 

'We're going to talk to th.em 
about possibly reducing a lit
tle bit of that (property that 
would be taken)," Fox told the 
board 

Ruth said the project is 
now in its design phase. Once 
shovels are in the ground, the 
work is expected to take nine 
months, she said 
• Check us out and like 
Yonnn~tvalley.com on Facebook 
and Your"WVNews on Twitter 
Om tact reporter Jelf Grant 
at 623-876-2514 or jgrantoo 
yourwestvalley.com. 
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The intersection of 99th Avenue and Union Hills Drive. looking east along Union Hills Drive. The county will widen the cmssing· and redesign the drainage 
~stem next year. [Jeff Grant/Daily News-Sun] 
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Lightning 
strike causes 
house fire 

Ll-l 

A monsoon storm sweep
ing through Fountain Hills 
on Monday night brought 
lighting, but very little in 
the way of rain. 

Fountain Hills Fire De
partment reports a vacant 
house on Sycamore Drive 
was struck by lightning at 
about 10:30 p.m. 

Fire Chief Randy Rob
erts said firefighters found 
fire coming from the rear 
roof area of the structure, 
but were able to quickly 
extinguish the blaze. 

Roberts said damage was 
confined to the section of 
the roof where the strike oc
curred, with minor damage 
to the interior of the home. 

The homeowner was not 
immediately located. 

The Maricopa County 
Flood Control District rain 
gauges around town col
lected only .08 inch at the 
Palisades Fire Station, 
.20-inch at the Stoneridge 
Dam, not too far from the 
location of the lightning 
fire and .04 was recorded 
at SunRidge Dam. 

A storm over this past 
weekend recorded winds 
up to 4 7 miles per h our 
on Saturday at Fountain 
Park. 
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Residents are reminded not to drive 
through running water 

Every year, firefighters are called on to rescue a 
stranded motorist who attempted to drive through 
running water. This can be a life-or-death situation 
for the passengers of the vehicle, as well as for the 
firefighters. 

Control of a vehicle can be lost in as little as six 
inches of water. Most vehicles will begin to float in 
two feet of water. It is very difficult, especially at 
night, to discern the depth or force of flowing water. 
What may seem like a shallow stream may have 
unseen depth or may be flowing much faster under 
the surface. 

The way to prevent becoming trapped or swept 
away by flowing water is to not drive through it. Find 
an alternate route w~enever available, even if it takes 
extra time out of your day. If no alternative route is 
available, wait it out. Arizona's monsoons are usually 
fast moving and temporary. 

In 1995, Arizona created the "Stupid Motorist Law" 

to encourage Arizona drivers to use common sense 
when it comes to driving through flooded areas. The 
Law specifically bans drivers from driving around bar
ricades in place to prevent them from driving though 
a flooded area. Drivers trapped after driving around 
barricades may be responsible paying the cost incurred 
by police and fire emergency personnel. 

Photo courtesy Peoria Fire-Medical Department 

Peoria Fire-Medical Department's Tactical Res
cue Team practices swift water rescue. 
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WEATHER TOPICS 

REPUBLIC FILE 
Rescue workers make their way to a motorist trapped inside a car by fast-moving water, on Indian Bend 
Road between Scottsdale and Hayden roads in 2006. 

Watch out for flash floods 
WELDON B. JOHNSON 
THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL.COM 

Among the biggest dan
gers from the monsoon are 
flash floods. 

Flooding accounts for al
most a third of all weather-re
lated fatalities in Arizona and 
is among the leading causes of 
such deaths nationwide. Over 
the past 10 years, an average 

of 71 people have died annual
ly because of flash or river 
floods. 

In Arizona, flash floods 
present the most danger, par
ticularly in mountainous 
areas. A flash flood is defined 
as a flood that occurs within a 
few hours (usually less than 
six) of a heavy rain or dam or 
levee failure. 

It takes only about 6 inches 

of swiftly flowing water to 
sweep a person off of their 
feet and 18-to-24 inches of 
rushing water to move most 
vehicles. 

The National Weather Ser
vice issues flash flood 
watches and warnings via 
weather radio, through cell
phone alerts and with the help 
of media outlets. 
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TAPPING INTO 
RIVER'S POTENTIAL 
A decade-old plan to restore a 17-mile stretch of the 
Gila has been revived, with hopes that it will bring 
new development and recreation opportunities. 

GROWTH, Page 3 

MARICOPA COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL 

:: .. ckers of El Rio Watercourse Master Plan, which has an estimated cost of 5300 million to SSOO million, want to foster a riparian habitat long the Gila River from Avondale to Buckeye. 
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When rains cover the Valley, are you covered? 
DAVID M. BROWN 
SPECIAL FOR THEJlEPUBLIC I AZCENTRAL.COM 

Flooding in your area? No worry: My 
homeowners policy has me protected. 

No: As the monsoon season presents 
its annual drama to the Valley, homeown
ers beware. 

"Hazard Insurance does not cover 
flood-related losses," said Ron Williams, 
a Scottsdale-based Farmers Insurance 
agent. 

And, he noted that last year's severity 
of rain, not only near washes but also in 
neighborhoods where water pools, in
creased residential losses. 

Because Arizona is in an arid climate, 
the dry, hard ground does not readily ab
sorb water, and rainwater can pool on the 
surface, said Andrew R. Carlson, legisla
tive liaison for the Arizona Department 
of Insurance in Phoenix. 

"When the water begins to pool, it can 
lead to flooding- even in areas that are 
not considered a high risk for floods," 
Carlson said. "If that water enters your 
home at the ground level and damages 
your home and belongings, that event 
constitutes 'flooding' and is not covered 
by your homeowner's insurance policy." 

As a result, homeowners may want to 
consider purchasing a separate flood-in
surance policy for their homes or rent
ers for their valuables. 

Flooding in the desert has always 
been a challenge, requiring large infra
structure projects such as dams as well 
as remediation for Valley homes and 
businesses damaged by monsoon rains 
and torrents such as th<> October 2014 

DC RESTORATION 

Water damage from a flood is not covered 
under hazard policies. 

event. 
TWo years, ago, flooding in the North

west Valley at Anthem pushed water/ 
mud into lower lying areas and inundat
ed homes, causing considerable damage, 
said Derec Bradshaw, principal of Mesa
based Damage Control and DC Restora
tion, an 11-year-old restoration contrac-
tor. . 

"Homes may have precautions put in 
place to avoid flooding; however, during 
monsoon season, the influx of water is so 
great that most drains and gutters can
not keep up with the high volume of wa
ter," he said. 

Drywall, insulation, flooring, land
scaping, pools and spas can be affected 
as well as basements from wells overfill
ing with water. In recent years, DC Res
toration has handled claims from $2,000 
to $30,000 for residential and $100,000-
plus for commercial, Bradshaw said. 

Groundwater-caused damage is miti-

gated using the Las Vegas-based Insti
tute of Inspection, Cleaning and Restora
tion Certification guidelines, such as cut
ting drywall at least one to two feet up 
the walls and removing affected floor
ing, insulation, baseboards and cabinets. 

"Properties in low-lying areas or 
flood zones are more susceptible than 
most homes, but, depending on the del
uge of water, even homes that are not in 
the flood zones can be affected," Brad
shaw said. 

While standard homeowners policies 
do not cover damage to homes, if you live 
in an area the federal government desig
nates as a "high-risk" flood zone, your 
mortgage company will require you to 
buy flood insurance through the Nation
al Flood Insurance Program, adminis
tered by the Federal Emergency Man
agement Agency, a component of the 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security, 
Carlson said. 

"If you don't buy it, your mortgage 
company will usually buy it for you and 
'force place' flood insurance on your 
dwelling and charge you for the cover
age," he said. Maps and additional infor
mation are at floodsmart.gov, a FEMA
run Web site. And, ADOI's Consumer Af
fairs Division is able to help consumers 
with insurance-related issues: insur
ance.az.gov/consumers or call 800-325-
2548. 

Any structure in a designated special 
flood hazard area on the most current 
FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map, in 
which the building is being used as col
lateral for a federally backed loan, will 
be required by the lender to carry a flood 

insurance policy pursuant to the Flood 
Disaster Act of 1973 and the National 
Flood Insurance Reform Act of 1994, 
said Edie Lohmann, FEMA Region IX 
NFIP insurance specialist, in collabora
tion with Bob Bezek, FEMA Region IX 
senior engineer, and Robert McCord, 
FEMA Region IX Hazard Mitigation As
sistance branch chief. 

Congress established the NFIP in 
1968, and through the program property 
owners are able to insure against flood 
losses. 

"FEMA works in close coordination 
with its federal, state, local, and private
industry partners to identify flood risks 
nationwide using flood studies that are 
scientifically and technically appropri
ate and engineering practices that meet 
professional standards," Lohmann said. 

In the West Valley, some of the devel
oped areas that are at the base of moun
tains and areas that have flood hazard 
areas delineated through or around the 
development may require flood insur
ance, said Kelli A. Sertich, AICP, CFM, 
Floodplain Management & Services Di
vision manager for the Flood Control 
District of Maricopa County, Phoenix. 

She suggested that those homeown-
ers who are concerned they are in a ~ 
floodplain can consult the District's web ,.+: 
page for guidance, maricopa.gov. "\ 

Flood insurance through NFIP can be 
purchased with any licensed property 
and casualty insurance agent. Property 
owners should check with their local in
surance agent first. If they need assis
tance finding an agent to write a flood 
policy, they can visit floodsmart.gov. 
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river runs through S 
Gila restoration 
project envisioned as 
boost to envirorunent, 
tourism 

Valley 

SUSIE STECKNER 
SPECIAL FOR THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL.COM 

Buckeye Mayor Jackie Meek recalls 
visiting his grandparent's dairy farm on 
the banks of the Gila River each summer. 
The river was a little piece of paradise in 
the southwest Valley: large, healthy cot
tonwood trees dotted the banks, fish, tur
tles and birds called the area home, and 
clear water flowed freely. 

"I could walk throughout the rlver 
bottom, ne>..1: to the running water," Meek 
said. "Today, you cannot get in the river 
bottom." · 

The Gila River of Meek's youth is to
day far from paradise. Invasive salt ce
dar trees are choking the river, creating 
serious and costly environmental_ and 
economic problems. Public safety is 
threatened. Natural habitats are disrupt
ed. Recreation is stunted. 

But a decade-old plan to restore a 17-
mile stretch of the Gila River from Buck
eye to A von dale has been revived, with 
hopes that the meandering waterway 
will one day bring new development and 
r ecreation opportunities to the West Val-
ley. · .. • MARICOPA COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT Backers ~ El Rio Watercourse Master Plan. want to foste r a riparian habitat with more open water and native plants '!long 17 miles ofthe Gila

River from Avondale to Buckey: . 

_. 

~ 
.+. 
~ 
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The massive project includes many 

complex components, such as construct
ing a new levee, battling the invasive salt 
cedars and protecting endangered spe- . 
cies. The project also hinges on hun
dreds of millions in funding and partner
ships between multiple public and pri-
vate landowners. · 

Advocates aclmowledge that clearing 
these hurdles is daunting and will take 
years. But they say restoring the Gila 
River is vital to the region. The plan will 
have far-reaching impact in terms of 
flood control, wildfire prevention and 
water conservation, as well as economic 
growth. . 

The restoration plan could also put 
this stretch of the Gila River on par'with 
other destination projects such as Tem
pe Town Lake and Tres Rios in Phoenix. 

A restoration plan, called El Rio Wa-. 
tercourse Master Plan, was developed in 
2005. It covers a 17.5-rnile stretch of the 
Gila River, from the confluence with the 
Agua Fria River west to the State Route 
85 Bridge. The plan includes multiple 

•• 

partners, chief among them the Marico- this would be an amazing recovery for 
pa County Flood Control District, the our entire region," Meek said. 
communities of Avondale, Buckeye and As a result of this unwanted consump
Goodyear, state and federal agencies, tion, native trees· are kept from water, 
and private lan,downers involved in . which disrupts natural habitats. In the 
mining. . Gila River area, the salt cedars have hurt 

The plan has moved along in fit~ and the habitats of the endangered willow 
: starts, but largely stalled because of the flycatchers, Yuma clapper rails and 
sagging economy. Two notable efforts ' . Western yellow-billed cuckoo. 
have moved forward to address the salt Salt cedars are also highly flammable 
cedars that are choking the Gila River,· and burn hotter than most trees. Offi
said J en Pokorski, the flood control dis- cials fear that the trees' overcrowding in 
trict's ombudsman and citizen advocat~. the Gila River create the potential for 

Invasive salt cedars are causing rna- large wildfires that threaten nearby 
jor problems· ·for public officials properties. 
throughout the Southwest. The trees are The 'overcrowding also has congested · 
huge water consumers and·officials esti- the Gila River, exacerbating an already 
mate that a single tree absorbs 300 gal- flood-prone area. What's more, the 

· lons of water every day. That water used growth of salt cedars has expanded the 
by the trees along that stretch would be size of the floodplain, affecting future 
enough for 200,000 households. development and farming. 

"In a time like this with water conser- In 2007 and 2008, the Maricopa Coun-
vation becoming a huge national issue, ty Flood Control District completed pilot 

• 

projects that involved removing salt ce
dars and reintroducing native plants at 
two sites. The two projects, which 
spanned 60 acres and cost about 
$450,000, offer a glimpse of the chal
lenges ahead. Some salt cedars came 
back and the sites required intensive 
maintenance as the new plants became 
established. 

· Now, a second effort is underway to 
deal with the larger salt cedar issue in 
the 17-mile stretch. A plan being drafted 
will address how best to remove the 
trees, how to revegetate, what areas to 
target and more. The plan, funded by a 
"grant from the Gila River Indian Com
munity, is expected to be available this 
fall. A final .plan should be in place in 
early 2016. 

But this blueprint is just the first step 
in what will be a lengthy process involv-

See GILA, Page 4 
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M ARICOPA COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT 

Planners see the Gila River as a recreation destination with such activities as. bird watching 
(there are more than 100 species) and hiking . 

• 
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Gila 
Continued from ·Page 3 

ing multiple stakeholders, govermnent 
perwits, environmental studies, funding 

.. applications and more. , 
The big unknown is how to pay the es-

; timated $300 million to $500 million tab, 
which includes the removal and rev.ege
tation, annual maintenance and, if need
ed, land acquisition. That cost willlilcely 
be covered by a mix of federal, state and 
local dollars, and grant funding. 

Another large component of the plan 
is the addition of a new levee, which will 
help reduce the floodplain. The proposed 
levee is to be paid for by developers but 
there have been no new projects to trig
ger the .levee construction, Pokorski 
said. Once 'it is built, public agencies 
would maintai.l'J. it. The estimated price · 
tag for construction of the levee is be
tween $150 million ·and $200 million. 

The plan also focuses on another key 
partnership with private landowners i_n
volved in mining operations and the Ari
zona Rock Products Association. Pokor
ski saicj. a likely scenario is that the land 
would be mined over the next decade or 

.longer, and then it would be turned over 
to public agencies to maintain. With its 
shallow groundwater, the area would 
provide more open water and new recre
ation opportunities. 

illtimately, planners envision this 
stretch of the Gila River as a recreation 
destination and burgeoning habitat. 

. Think bird watching, family bike rides, 

iRes'l:t!PII'filllg ttoe rivell' 

A wide-ranging plan to restore a 17-mile 
stretch of the Gila River includes: 
»Remova l of invasive sa lt cedar trees 
» Re introduction of native trees 
" Habitat restoration for endangered birds 
and other anima ls 
» Construction of a new levee 
» Development and recreation opportunities 
» Flood protection, fire prevention, water 
conservation 

lazy afternoon canoe trips and scenic 
picnics. 
- One step toward this vision could be 
con_Ilectmg the river and Estrella Moun-

.· tain Regional Park via the Maricopa 
County Regional Trail aligrunent, which 

. follows the north bank of the river. Com
munities ill.Volved in El Rio project are 
beginning to develop ideas for small pi
lot recreational projects such as t.rail 
heads. 

Another step is fosteri_ng a riparian 
habitat .Lh.roughout the river corridor 
with more open water and native plants. 
There are currently more than 100 spe
cies of birds in the Gila River, in addition 
to animals such as beavers and tortoises. 
Pokorski sees plenty of ecotourism op
portunities like bird watching excur
sions. 

Meek said restoring the Gila River 
will benefit generations of visitors. .. 

"I would love to see the eradication of 
the salt cedar, which would allow young· 
people and adults from all over enjoy the 
ribbon that the cities have running 
through approximately 17 miles." 

• 
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Valley residents can get 
free sandbags today 
ANTHONY MARROQUIN 
THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL.COM 

The Flood Control District of Maricopa County and 
Phoenix have teamed up with a national materials com
pany to provide Valley residents with sandbags to pro
tect them from flooding, according to county officials. 

Residents can pick up as many as 10 sandbags per 
household from 8 a.m. to noon today in the parking lot of 
the Laveen school administration building, 5001 W. 
Dobbins Road. 

The bags will be available on a first-come, first
served basis while supplies last, according to a news re
lease from the county. 

Officials say they hope the bags will help homeown
ers prevent damage like that of the 2014 summer 
storms. 

The bags are being donated by the Alabama-based 
Vulcan Materials Co . 
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Our viewpoint 
Monsoon dangers 

Early monsoon rainfall in the area has hopefully dimin
ished one summer danger that's been lingering for a while 
-extreme tire hazard conditions. 

While other parts of Arizona and states throughout the 
West have had to contend with lightning- and human-caused 
sparks turning into wildfires, we've been fortunate in' this 
immediate area to not suffer any huge blazes. 

Let's hope it stays that way. 
As anyone who has lived here for more than a year can 

attest, however, then'l are plenty of other dangers associated 
with the monsoon - blinding dust, lightning strikes, falling trees 
(or other flying debris) and washes flooded from storm runoff. 

There are still a few large open wash crossings in Foun
tain Hills going across streets that can pose hazards when 
significant amount of runoff occurs. When in doubt, it's usu
ally better to turn around and find a different street where 
there is a culvert accommodating a wash and its runoff. 

Such plac~s as Indian Bend Wash, unincorporated areas 
in northern Maricopa County or even McDowell Mountain 
Road between Fountain Hills and Rio Verde can pose flood
ing dangers this time of year. 

They don't call it the "Stupid Motorist's Law" for nothing . 
Let's avoid the flooded washes this summer and having to 
pay for any rescue efforts . 
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Gila River restoration plans revived 
SUSIE STECKNER 
ARIZONA BUSINESS GAZETIE • AZCENTRAL.COM 

Buckeye Mayor Jackie Meek recalls 
visiting his grandparent's dairy farm on 
the banks of the Gila River each summer. 
The river was a little piece of paradise in 
the southwest Valley: large, healthy cot
tonwood trees dotted the banks, fish, tur
tles and birds called the area home, and 
clear water flowed freely. 

"I could walk throughout the river 
bottom, next to the running water," Meek 
said. "Today, you cannot get in the river 
bottom." 

The Gila River of Meek's youth is to
day far from paradise. Invasive salt ce
dar trees are choking the river, creating 
serious and costly environmental and 
economic problems. Public safety is 
threatened. Natural habitats are disrupt
ed. Recreation is stunted. 

But a decade-old plan to restore a 17-
mile stretch of the Gila River from Buck
eye to A von dale has been revived, with 
hopes the meandering waterway will one 
day bring new development and recrea
tion opportunities to the West Valley. 

The massive project includes many 
complex components, such as construct
ing a new levee, battling the invasive salt 
cedars and protecting endangered spe
cies. The project also hinges on hun
dreds of millions in funding and partner
ships between multiple public and pri
vate landowners. 

Advocates acknowledge that clearing 
these hurdles is daunting and will take 
years. But they say restoring the Gila 
River is vital to the region. The plan will 
have far-reaching impact in terms of 
flood control, wildfire prevention and 
water conservation, as well as economic 
growth. 

The restoration plan could also put 
this stretch of the Gila River on par with 

MARICOPA COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT 

Backers of El Rio Watercourse Master Plan, which has an estimated cost of more than 
$300 million, want to foster a riparian habitat along the Gila River from Avondale to Buckeye. 

other destination projects such as Tem
pe Town Lake and Tres Rios in Phoenix. 

A restoration plan, called the El Rio 
Watercourse Master Plan, was devel
oped in 2005. It covers a 17.5-mile stretch 
of the Gila River, from the confluence 
with the Agua Fria River west to the 
State Route 85 Bridge. The plan includes 
multiple partners, chief among them the 
Maricopa County Flood Control District, 
the communities of Avondale, Buckeye 
and Goodyear, state and federal agen
cies, and private landowners involved in 
mining. 

The plan has moved along in fits and 
starts, but largely stalled because of the 
sagging economy. TWo notable efforts 
have moved forward to address the salt 
cedars that are choking the Gila River, 
said Jen Pokorski, the flood control dis
trict's ombudsman and citizen advocate. 

Invasive salt cedars are causing ma
jor problems for public officials 
throughout the Southwest. The trees are 
huge water consumers and officials esti
mate that a single tree absorbs 300 gal
lons of water every day. That water used 
by the trees along that stretch would be 

enough for 200,000 households. 
"In a time like this with water conser

vation becoming a huge national issue, 
this would be an amazing recovery for 
our entire region," Meek said. 

As a result of this unwanted consump
tion, native trees are kept from water, 
which disrupts natural habitats. In the 
Gila River area, the salt cedars have hurt 
the habitats of the endangered willow 
flycatchers, Yuma clapper · rails, and 
Western yellow-billed cuckoo. 

Salt cedars are also highly flammable 
and burn hotter than most trees. Offi
cials fear that the trees' overcrowding in 
the Gila River create the potential for 
large wildfires that threaten nearby 
properties. 

In 2007 and 2008, the Maricopa Coun
ty Flood Control District completed pilot 
projects that involved removing salt ce
dars and reintroducing native plants at 
two sites. The two projects, which 
spanned 60 acres and cost about 
$450,000, offer a glimpse of the chal
lenges ahead. 

Now, a second effort is underway to 
deal with the larger salt cedar issue in 

the 17-mile stretch. A plan being drafted 
will address how best to remove the 
trees, how to revegetate, what areas to 
target and more. The plan, funded by a 
grant from the Gila River Indian Com
munity, is expected to be available this 
fall. A final plan should be in place in 
early 2016. 

But this blueprint is just the first step 
in what will be a lengthy process involv
ing multiple stakeholders, government 
permits, environmental studies, funding 
applications and more. 

The big unknown is how to pay the es
timated $300 million to $500 million tab, 
which includes the removal and revege
tation, annual maintenance and, if need
ed, land acquisition. That cost will likely 
be covered by a mix of federal, state and 
local dollars, and grant funding. 

Another large component of the El 
Rio plan is the addition of a new levee, 
which will help reduce the floodplain. 
The proposed levee is to be paid for by 
developers but there have been no new 
projects to trigger the levee construc
tion, Pokorski said. Once it is built, public 
agencies would maintain it. The estimat
ed price tag for construction of the levee 
is between $150 million and $200 million. 

The plan also focuses on another key 
partnership with private landowners in
volved in mining operations and the Ari
zona Rock Products Association. Pokor
ski said a likely scenario is that the land 
would be mined over the next decade or 
longer, and then it would be turned over 
to public agencies to maintain. With its 
shallow groundwater, the area would 
provide more open water and new recre
ation opportunities. 

Ultimately, planners envision this 
stretch of the Gila as a recreation desti
nation and burgeoning habitat. Think 
bird watching, family bike rides, lazy af
ternoon canoe trips and scenic picnics. 
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WEST VALLEY SOUNDOFF 

How West Valley cities 
prepare for the monsoon 

The Republic regularly asks West Val
ley leaders to share their thoughts on is
sues, and this week's question is about 
monsoon season. 

Question: How has your city prepared 
for the monsoon, and are there any ser
vices your city offers to help residents 
get homes and businesses storm-ready? 

Glendale 
Glendale's cable chan

nel, Glendale 11 in part
nership with CBS 5, pro
duced a 30-minute TV 
show which provides 
viewers with information 

Jamie Aldama about the monsoon, safety 
tips and local resources 
for emergencies. This can 

be viewed at www.glendaleaz.com 
When heavy rains and potential flood

ing are predicted, sand and sandbags are 
available free to the public at the follow
ing locations: 

n Bonsall Park North, 59th Ave. & Be
thany Home Rd. 

n City of Glendale Community Center 
North, 14061 N. 59th Ave. 

,, Glendale Fire Department Support 
Services, 7501 N. 55th Ave. 

Citizens must bring their own shov
els. 

Important numbers to keep readily 
available during monsoon season: 

,, Report downed trees and road haz
ards during regular business hours: 623-
930-2656 and 602-582-6814 after hours 
and on weekends. 

,, Special bulk-trash pick-up follow
ing a storm: 623-930-2660. 

I encourage our residents to visit the 
city's website, which includes specific 
monsoon preparedness information. 

-City Councilman Jamie Aldama 

Goodyear 
The safety of our resi

dents is always a top pri
ority for Goodyear, and 
we take steps throughout 
the year to make sure we 
are prepared for the mon

Georgia Lord soon season. 
We establish and main-

tain partnerships with 
key agencies and organizations that will 
help respond to emergency situations. 
Our qualified staff ensure that all of our 
equipment is properly maintained and 

they are able to remove trees, debris and 
other storm damage from streets as 
quickly as possible. 

When a storm occurs, we have crews 
available during non-working hours to 
address emergencies, and we keep our 
residents informed through our website, 
social media and email blasts. 

-Mayor Georgia Lord 

Peoria 
Cities are in the busi

ness of protecting citi
zens, and emergency pre
paredness is something 
we take very seriously. 

Peoria's Police, Fire 
Cathy Carlat and Public Works Depart-

ments prepare extensive
ly to respond to every 

kind of emergency our community could 
face. We have plans to respond to flood 
and dam activity and we monitor histori
cal data so we can be ready to close areas 
preemptively. 

Our preparedness team is active, reg
ularly conducting drills and constantly 
reviewing to make sure all parts work to
gether seamlessly. Our goal is first to 
keep our residents safe, and then to pro
tect property and land. 

-Mayor Cathy Carlat 

Surprise 
In Surprise, we work 

hard to inform and keep 
our residents safe. 

Our website, surpri
seaz.gov/monsoon, offers 
a variety of storm safety 

Sharon tips, including reminders 
Wolcott to avoid driving through 

flooded washes and to 
pull aside during a dust storm with your 
car lights off and foot off the brake. 

The site also contains information on 
what to do if your power goes out and a 
map of the 10 locations around the city 
where residents can fill sandbags in the 
event of flooding. In addition, our Public 
Works crews are on call24 hours a day to 
check for downed trees and debris dur
ing the monsoon. 

Finally, during major storm events, 
the city can open our Emergency Opera
tions Center in which all of our depart
ment personnel gather and work togeth
er to assist residents in need. 

-Mayor Sharon Wolcott 
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COURTESY OF 12 NEWS 
Heavy rain on Saturday caused severe flooding in Wickenburg. ADOT and the state DPS, along 
with the Maricopa County Department of Transportation, were trying to help clear roads. 

Flooding overwhehns 
areas of Wickenburg 
ALEXA D'ANGELO 
AND GARRETT MITCHELL 
THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL.COM 

Floodwaters swept RVs and vehicles 
away and poured into structures in 
Wickenburg on Saturday evening after 
heavy rain pounded the area. 

The flooding, due in part to an over
flowing Sols Wash, damaged business 
and residential structures. The water 
swept away part of Constellation Road, 
making it impossible for people to go in 
either direction, according to an employ
ee of a nearby mobile-home park. 

Floodwaters could be seen washing 
around horse trailers and recreational 
vehicles as they flowed downstream 
toward the Hassayampa River and 
lapping into outbuildings and corrals. 

Up to 3 inches of rain was reported in 
the area, with the possibility of more 
storms hitting overnight. 

There were power outages through
out the downtown late Saturday night, 
and businesses were shuttered. 

At Wickenburg Way, west of down
town, resident Shelbie Blank said her 
house "kind of flooded." She added, "We 
live on a hill, and the water pooled and 
started coming inside." 

Roads were being cleared of mud and 
debris with help from the state 
departments of Public Safety and 

'Itansportation, and the Maricopa 
County Department of 'Itansportation. 

Authorities in Wickenburg said 
Saturday night that they were too busy 
coping with the flooding to immediately 
answer media questions. 

The flooding came after a severe 
thunderstorm warning was issued for 
Maricopa County and northern Pinal 
County by the National Weather Service 
at about 4:45p.m. Saturday. 

U.S. 60 was closed in both directions 
at Milepost 111, just east of El Recreo 
Drive in Wickenburg, because of the 
flooding, according to ADOT. 

Earlier, several areas in Buckeye 
were left without power due to storm
related conditions. APS reported three 
outages in the area, affecting Yuma 
Road and 218th A venue through 232nd 
A venue and Jackrabbit Road. More than 
1,000 customers were affected. 

The storm also closed State Route 72 
from Mileposts 13 to 46 due to flooding, 
according to ADOT. 

Earlier, ADOT reported low visibility 
on Interstate 10 between Thcson and 
Phoenix due to a dust storm. 

Blowing dust was also reported in 
Buckeye and Coolidge, with gusty winds 
at about 40 mph. 

The Weather Service predicted a 30 
percent chance of showers and thunder
storms Sunday, mainly after 11 a.m. 



• 

• 

072015 
Arrowhead Media 
Arizona Republ ic 

Cir: 438,722 
Phoenix, AZ 

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL CHOW/THE REPUBLIC 

Tammy Heath (left) and Vern Crissman help dig mud out of a home in Wickenberg that flooded on Saturday for a second time in a year. 

Destruction, debris and 
community in Wickenburg 
GARRETI MITCHELL 
THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL.COM 

Wickenburg residents were digging 
out debris, trudging through mud and as
sessing damage to their homes Sunday 
after a monsoon storm sent floodwaters 
coursing through neighborhoods Satur
day evening. 

The flooding, due to overflowing 
washes, damaged both business and resi
dential structures, though an official to
tal had not been calculated as of Sunday 
evening, according to Josh Wright, 
Wickenburg's town manager. No inju
ries or rescues were reported . 

Crews worked through the night and 
into the day to clear roadways, restoring 
normal traffic flow on most streets. 

The National Weather Service logged 
more than three inches of rain in the area 
Saturday in just a few hours. 

One of the areas most affected by the 

See FLOODING, Page SA 
Tim Guzman examines his cars, which became trapped in mud after floodwaters washed 
through Aztec Village RV and Mobile Home Park in Wickenberg during Saturday's storm. 



Flooding 
Continued from Page 3A 

downpour was a neighborhood along 
Constellation Road, a hilly, tiered street 
where front lawns are now sodden with 
mud. 

Tony Hill has lived at the base of Con
stellation Road for 36 years. The thor
oughfare suffered major damage from 
the floodwaters that overflowed adja
cent washes and poured into many of the 
neighborhood's houses. 

Hill, 70, said Saturday's downpour 
sounded like a "roar" as two feet of water 
entered his home. 

With his cuffed denim jeans covered 
in mud, Hill pointed to the inside of his 
home, which had 2 inches of the sticky 
earth wedded to the floor. Furniture was 
scattered throughout and lights re
mained on despite bent power poles out
side. 

"There was so much destroyed - so 
many memories," he said. "If I were a 
young man, it wouldn't matter to me, but 
I'm heartbroken for my wife." 

Hill said that since a flood last year, 
he'd made efforts to combat excessive 
water by creating a berm around his 
property. 

It was ultimately leveled by Satur
day's waters. 

"I've been telling the city for years to 
expand the wash," he said, taking his avi
ator sunglasses off and pointing to the 
long stretch of sand and mud in front of 
his property. 

"But I bet it's about 15 feet wider since 
last night," he said. 

Outside Hill's home, Paul Russell, 
who owns his own backhoe, came out to 
clear 3 feet of mud, dirt and debris from 
outside the house. 

"The city's actually here and they're 
running ragged, so they've been working 
on a lot of the main roads," Russell said. 
"They're just buried." 

PATRICK 

BREEN/THE 

REPUBLIC 

Kids bring 
home fans 
to help 
remove 
water from 
houses in 
Wickenburg 
devastated 
by flooding 
after 
Saturday's 
storm. 

Farther down Constellation Road, 
Hill's longtime neighbor Midori Sass sat 
on top of a blue cooler in her driveway. 
Her eyes locked onto her front yard, 
where mud and residue from the flood
waters landed. 

"I'm devastated," she said. "(The wa
ter) was so massive, and it took just sec
onds for it to gush from the front of my 
house to the back." 

Town Manager Wright said the com
munity will work with the Maricopa 
County Flood District to better protect 
the area, adding that in-depth studies 
would be necessary to create an ade
quate solution. 

"The area doesn't have a significant, 
long history in flooding," Wright said. 
"We'll have to make the road and its 
drainage area accommodate the flow of 
water." 

Wright said the town's immediate 
goal was to make major roads passable. 
Members of the community helped 
friends and neighbors sort through the 
effects of the overflow. 

"There's a lot of people out there who 
help when things like this occur," Wright 
said. "People in Wickenburg step up to 
help out." 

Red Cross volunteer Joy Richards 
came from Phoenix to offer relief to 
those affected by the storm. The Red 
Cross has opened a shelter at Wicken
burg Community Center in the down
town area. 

Richards said the organization was 
helping residents to "alleviate their cir
cumstances." 

Volunteers made the rounds to areas 
hit hardest during the storm, meeting 
with residents and providing cleanup 
kits and instructional pamphlets for 
what they can do to assess property dam
age. 

Richards said Wickenburg's response 
was unlike that of a big city's as neigh
bors came together to offer food and 
shelter for each other. 

"They really take care of their own 
here," she said. 
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~~ . Monsoon hammers Wickenburg 
WICKENBURG, Ariz. 

(AP) - · Several com
munities northwest of 
Phoenix were tryjng .to 
put themselves back 
together Sunday after 
monsoon ·storms flooded 
streets and bent steel 
utility poles like alumi
num cans. 

The National Weather 
Service says between 1 
and 4 inches of rain fell 

. I 

in and around Wicken
burg Saturday afternoon 
in a 90-minute period. 

The nearby cities of 
Wittman and Morristown 
were also battered. 

Rain flooded at least 
two washes in Wicken
burg, sending floodwa
ters into neighborhoods. 

Some homes were 
flooded but there have 
been no reports of inju-

ries. Arizona Public Ser-· 
vice says more than 2, 000 : 
customers lost power. 

As of Sunday, about 
100 were still waiting for 
service to be restored. 

APS says crews are . 
working nonstop to 
replace more than 40 
power poles. 

Wickenburg is about 
65 miles northwest of 
Phoenix. 
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. . Special to the lndependenVCity of Mesa 
The west entry monument s1gn mto Mesa, according to documents provided to the city council. 

$10 million Southern Avenue streetscape 
improvements contract approved 
Staff reports 
Independent Newspapers 

T
he Mesa City Council on July 8 ap
proved a $10,070,897. 19 contract 
with Haydon Building Corp. with 

a $503,544.86 contingency for change 
orders for a Southern Avenue improve
ments project from the Tempe Canal to 
Sycamore. 
. It is the second project from the city's 

F1esta Distnct Implementation Plan along 
Southern and includes the replacement 
of water and gas lines and storm drain 
improvements to help alleviate flood
ing in the area, according to the meeting 
agenda at http://mesa.legistar.com/Calen
dar.aspx. The project will include a variety 
of improvements from the Tempe Canal 
to Sycamore to support this concept and 
will also include the replacement of water 
and gas lines, and storm drain improve
ments to help alleviate flooding in the 
area, according to the agenda. 

Funding is available from the 2013 
Street Bond Program, the 2014 Water 
Bond Program and the 2014 Gas Bond 
Program. Additional funding for this proj
ect is being provided by the Salt River 
Project Municipal Aesthetics Program, ac
cordmg to the agenda. 

"Part of the 2008 bond package was 
for the phase one of the Southern Avenue 
Fiesta District streetscape improvements. 
We're currently coming forward with the 

construction contract to build the second 
phase. It's approximately the same length 
as the first phase," Beth Huning, city engi
neer, said to the council at a July I study 
session, according to live streaming video 
of the study session on Cox Cable Chan
nel II. 

"We'll be continuing on with some of 
the elements you saw in the first phase " 
she said. ' 

They include bus stops, light poles, 
pavement markings, pathways and 
welcome-to-Mesa monument signs, Ms. 
Huning said. 

"We'll be starting construction as soon 
as we get the contract approved and con
tmumg forward with tbat project," she 
said to the council. 

Additio~al funding for the project is 
bem~ provided by the Salt River Project 
Mume1pal Aesthetics Program, according 
to a counCil report wntten by Ms. Huning 
~nd. Rob Kidder, assistant city engineer. 
This program will fund the improve

ments at the Tempe Canal and the conver
sion of the overhead 12kV power lines to 
~nderground (these are the lower power 
hnes on the existing poles; the 69kV lines 
at the top of the poles will remain). The 
Tempe Canal improvements will be done 
by Haydon Building Corp., with the cost 
r.eimbursed to the city. The 12kV power 
!me c?nversion will be bid by SRP to one 
of their approved contractors," according 
to the council report. 
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Buckets 
of ra.in 
Torrential monsoon 
brings roaring flood 
By Jeanie Williams 
Editor 

Long after flood waters sub
side, Wickenburg area resi
dents will remember the sky 
opening up Saturday evening 
dumping a dangerous deluge, 
ripping out roads and filling 
homes and businesses with 
water, sand and debris. 

Maricopa County Flood 
Control District (MCFCD) 
reported the heaviest rain
fall at 5.2 inches in the Twin 
Peaks area, six miles south
west of Wickenburg. The 
storm rolled in around 5 p.m. 
and rain continued for about 
90 minutes. News helicop
ters from Phoenix began to 
swarm the skies; the Town 
of Wickenburg set up a com
mand post; and police and fire
men received more calls than 
they could answer all at once. 

According to Fire Chief Ed 
Temerowski the fire depart
ment received 12 calls in less 
than three hours. 

"Resources were thin," 
Temerowski told Town 
Council on Monday evening. 
'There were multiple gas 
leaks, power poles down and 
a car accident in the middle of 
all this, but we managed well. 
My crew did an excellent job." 

In addition to all the calls, 
WFD and Maricopa County 
Flood Control were watch
ing Wickenburg's three flood 
retardant dams very closely. 

"All three dams reached 
above the 50 percent level," 
Temerowski said. 'They were 
monitored visually and elec
tronically." 

According to Temerowski, 
one dam reached the 75 per
cent level, causing concerns. 

''But we had eyes on it, and it 
reaffirmed to me that the flood 
control measures worked," he 
reported. 

All three dams continue 
to be monitored closely, and 
when the water subsides, will 
be dredged, he said. 

During the storm, no swift 
water rescues were required, 
and no injuries were reported. 
The landscape didn't fare as 
well. The amount of water 
dumping from the huge black 
cloud created so much run-

off that washes jumped their 
banks and the Hassayampa 
roared with huge waves of 
chocolate-brown water and 
debris. Cemetery Wash, which 
skirts Turtleback Mountain, 
was out of control, sweeping 
the paved Via Tortuga cross
ing completely away, leaving 
only concrete rubble on one 
side and a 10 to 12-foot vertical 
drop on the other. Meanwhile, 
flood water rolled into the 
Simpson Ranch area on S. 
Tegner. News reports and 
multiple social media sources 
showed the river all but over
taking Simpson's property for 
a time. The railroad track in 
the same area suffered dam
age, and trains were halted. 

Meanwhile, downtown the 
streets became rivers. US 60 
was closed for a time because 
the water was too deep to navi
gate with anything but a boat 
Many businesses suffered 
damage from the overflow
ing streets. The west side of 
town was threatened as well 
as water reportedly swept 
through the industrial park 
and came close to jumping 
into mobile home parks. 

In the area of Constellation 
Road and El Recreo Drive, it 
was a repeat of similar flood
ing from an isolated monsoon 
storm last summer. This time, 
the water did even more dam
age to streets, vehicles and 
homes. On Sunday, many 
residents were mucking sand, 
mud and debris out of their 
houses and hauling away 
wrecked appliances and fur
niture; the sidewalk along 
Constellation Road was under
cut for many yards while the 
surface of the pavement was 
stacked with at least a foot 
of sand and river rock; water 
broke a wall and ruined the 
garage door of a home; the 
Jack Burden Road crossing 
revealed a deep ravine cut 
by the fast moving water; 
La Siesta Plaza resembled a 
mud puddle; El Recreo Drive 
required heavy equipment to 
remove the packed sand; and 
several homes which suffered 
last summer's storm were 

See Storm Page A-7 

Storm 
From the Front Page 

again in sad shape. 
F~ rther out, Constellation Road was buckled, and huge 

pieces of asphalt were missing. Road Closed signs were 
plentiful, and the water line to the rodeo grounds was in 
pieces. 

Wickenburg appears to have suffered the most wide
spread damage from the storm, but the Morristown and 
Wittmann areas were also hard hit. MCFCD reported 
between 1 and 2 inches of rainfall . Winds were severe 
enough to topple more than 30 power poles along Grand 
Avenue and close to 20 in the area of Patton Road. A 
southbound semi and an SUV, which had pulled to the 
side of Grand Avenue as the storm passed, were trapped 
when the power lines went down (see photos on Page 
A-3). Emergency crews responded, and the occupants 
'remained inside their vehicles until APS arrived to 
en Ute tlie power was off and free them from the wires. 
The power to most residences in the area was restored 
before morning. 
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Michael Chowffhe Arizona Republic via AP 

Vern Crissman hugs Laura, no last name given, 
before helping her dig out her house for the second 
time in less than a year in Wickenburg on Sunday. 

Flood recovery 
efforts continue 
in Wick~nburg 

Special to the Courier 

WICKENBURG- Recovery efforts from the weekend's 
floods continued Monday, with multiple agencies work
ing around the clock to address street and utility damage 
while providing resources to affected residents. 

Town Manager Joshua Wright said in a news release 
Saturday night's storm dropped between 4 and 5 inches 
of rain in less than an hour, overtopping washes and 
flooding several homes. That amount of rain is up from 
the National Weather Service data of between 1 and 4 
inches of rain falling in and around Wickenburg Saturday 
afternoon in a 90-minute period. 

The majority of the damaged structures are in the 
Vista del Pueblo neighborhood, located north of Highway 
60 and east of the Hassayampa River along the Powder 
House Wash, Wright said. 

Town of Wickenburg Public Works crews have logged 
more than 230 man hours reopening roads, removing 
debris, and repairing water lines since the storm began, 
Wright said. The town has contracted local haulers to 
remove dirt along Constellation Road, Jack Burden Road, 
and El Recreo Drive, with more than 140 dump truck 
loads of material removed to date. Constellation Road 
remains closed to through traffic. 

Also significantly impacted was the Simpson Ranch 
property and adjacent B SF Railroad tracks, which were 
flooded by water from the nearby Cemetery Wa h. While 
the track have reopened, outh Tegner treet, a private 
road that lead to the Ranch, remain do ed, according 
to the news release. 

Across the community, preliminary estimates indicate 
12 structure impacted by flooding, Wright said. That 
number i anticipated to change as more homeowners 
are contacted. The town i reque ting all impacted prop
erty owner call the American Red Cro sat (800) 842-7349 
to report the extent of their damages. 

Re ources for affected homeowner are available daily 
at the Red Cro ' Client si tance Center at the Wicken
burg Community Center, 160 . alentine St. The center 
is open from lO a.m. until 6 p.m. through Friday, July 24. 
On Thursday, disaster relief and local government agen
cies will offer a "one-stop shop" at the center for residents 
to obtain recovery information. 

Other areas of Wickenburg narrowly avoided evac-
uation Saturday night after flood-retarding dams 
appmached capacity. Those engineered structures per
formed as designed, however, preventing water from 
spilling into additional neighborhoods. 

While the initial response is focused on repairing 
infrastructure and assisting affected residents, officials 
are already discussing ways to mitigate future flood 
events. Those conversations are likely to continue for 
several months. 

The town appreciates the outpouring of support and 
offers of assistance it has enjoyed from across Arizona 
over the past two days, Wright wrote. 
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MCDOT to Improve 
Anthem roadway wash 
crossings 

ANTHElvl - Starting in 
August, the Maricopa County 

Department of Transportation 
will be working on six roadway 
wash crossings in Anthem. 

The lvfCDOT Anthem 
Drainage Improvement Project 
will focus on erosion prevention 
basins, minor excavation, slope 

stabilization, and maintenance 
access. Construction will start in 
August and should be flnished 
by December. 

The project locations are 

Anthem Way east of N. Venture 
Drive, Anthem Way west of 
Freedom Way, Anthem Way 
east of Freedom Way, Gavilan 

Peak Parkway north of Summit 
Walk Drive, Whitman Drive east 

of Courage Trail, and Venture 
Drive north of Bryce Way . 

Wednesday, July 22, 2015 
Cave Creek, Arizona 
THE FOOTHILLS FOCUS 
Page: 4 

During the project, sidewalk 

and lane restrictions will be 
required. Motorists are asked 
to watch for detours and use 
alternate routes as necessary, 

and, as always, to obey traffic 
warnings and drive safely 
through the construction zones. 

For more infonnation, call 

MCDOT Project Information 

at (602) 506-3342, e-mail 
mcdotprojects@ma.ricopa.gov, or 
go online to www. rncdot. man·copa .. 
gov I projects. 
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Photo contributed by Pamela/ 
Lynn Edwards 

A gauge on 328th Avenue 
shows close to 5 inches. 

Photos by Jeanie Williams 

Rosemary Peterson surveys the damage at Via Tortuga, the road to many residences 
on Turtleback Mountain. The road was completely wiped out by Cemetery Wash during 
Saturday evening's storm. Damage in Wickenburg was widespread. Volunteers, utility 
workers, public works, Red Cross and many others continue to work on recovery. More 
photos on Pages A-3 and A-5. 

Residents on Constellation Road and El Recreo Drive were cleaning up Sunday after Powder House Wash 
jumped its banks, and flooded several homes with sand, mud and debris. The wash took out water, gas and 
phone lines and deeply undercut the sidewalk while burying trash cans and other items it had swept out of 
yards. 

Recovery underway on many fronts 
Recovery efforts from Saturday's flood continue in 

Wickenburg, with multiple agencies working around the 
clock on street and utility damage while providing resource 
to affected residents. 

A of Tuesday morning, Town Public Works crews 
had logged more than 230 man hours reopening roads, 
removing debri and repairing water lines since the storm. 
The Town contracted local haulers to remove dirt along 
Constellation Road, Jack Burden Road and El Recreo Drive, 
with more than 140 dump truck loads of material removed 
as of Monday evening. Constellation Road remains closed 

to through traffic. 
Also significantly impacted was the Simpson Ranch and 

adjacent BNSF Railroad tracks, which were flooded by 
water from the nearby Cemetery Wash. While the tracks 
have reopened, South Tegner Street, a private road that 
leads to the ranch, remained closed as of Tt.tesday. Across 
the community, preliminary estimate indicate 12 struc
tures impacted by flooding, according to Town Manager 
Josh Wright. That number is anticipated to change as more 
homeowner are con-
tacted. The Town is See Recovery Page A-7 



Large 
chunks of 

Constellation 
Road 

washed 
away, along 

with the 
water line 

to the rodeo 
grounds. 

Photo by Jeanie 
Williams 

Recovery 
From the Front Page 

requesting all impacted property owners call the American 
Red Cross at (800) 842-7349 to report the extent of their 

damages. 
Resources for affected homeowners are available daily at 

the Red Cross' Client Assistance Center at the Wickenburg 
Community Center, 160 N. Valentine St The center is 
open from 10 a.m. until6 p.m. through Friday, July 24. On 
Thursday, disaster relief and local government agencies 
will offer a "one-stop shop" at the center for residents to 
obtain recovery information. 

Areas of Wickenburg narrowly avoided evacuation, 
Wright said. "While the initial response is focused on 
repairing infrastructure and assisting affected residents, 
officials are already discussing ways to mitigate future 
floods. Those conversations are likely to continue for sev-

eral months. 
'The Town appreciates the outpouring of upport and 

offers of assistance it ha enjoyed from acros Arizona over 
the past two days," Wright said. 

• 

• 
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What are top infrastructure needs in West Valley? 
The Republic regularly asks West 

Valley leaders to share their thoughts on 
issues, and this week's question comes 
in the wake of the bridge collapse on In
terstate 10 in California on Sunday. 

Question: What is the most pressing 
infrastructure need in your communi

ty? 

Avondale 
Aging infrastructure 

is a challenge in many 
communities, including 
Avondale. 

Like all things, roads, 
sidewalks, and water and sewer lines 
have a life span. As they near the end of 
that life span, we need to replace andre
pair or risk a reduced level of service to 
residents. 

Community Development Block 
Grants (CDBG) are used for a number of 
programs in our city. For every dollar 
we receive in CDBG funding, another $3 
in local and private investment is lever
aged to enhance our existing infrastruc
ture needs. 

Unfortunately, CDBG funding has 
been reduced by 25 percent since 2009. 
These funds, combined with other fund
ing, can be used to repair city streets, 
sidewalks, and replace waterlines be
fore they rupture causing possible wa
ter outages. 

Add in federal proposals to pare back 
or eliminate the tax-exempt status of 
municipal bonds, which is the only way 
communities can finance large-scale 
capital projects, and we face the poten
tial of a significant failure in our infra
structure. 

-Mayor Kenn Weise 

Buckeye 
Buckeye can relate to 

the California issues; the 
flood and the freeway 

. fire. Buckeye is in need 
of immediate removal of 

the salt cedar trees, especially along the 
State Route 85. In the event of a fire or 
flood, that bridge that services 10,000 
cars a day would be closed or destroyed, 
effecting traffic and emergency re
sponse into the Lewis Prison. Visit 
www.gilariverprojects for the full story. 

-Mayor Jackie Meek 

A major issue is the width of Inter
state 10 from Verrado Way west to at 
least State Route 85. It is one of most 
deadly stretches of the I-10 in our state. 

AP 
Water from a storm Sunday caused a bridge on eastbound Interstate 10 in California to collapse, raising concern about bridges elsewhere. 

We also have the Salt Cedar tree 
growth in the Gila River from Avondale 
west past SR-85. 

SR -85 runs from the I -10 south to the 
I-8 at Gila Bend. 

The Salt Cedar are an invasive spe
cies that is not even native to the United 
States. Each tree sucks up about 300 to 
400 gallons of water a day. Buckeye, 
along with many others, have been 
working for years to get cooperation 
from those that control the Gila River to 
allow us to remove the trees. SR-85 runs 
over the top of the Gila River and the 
Salt Cedar at that location are now grow
ing as high as the bridge bed or higher. 

If there were a fire in the river basin 
like the recent one in Kearny, the heat 
from the fire will most likely cause the 
bridge to buckle. If this were to happen, 
SR-85 could be closed for months. 

We desperately need the Salt Cedars 
removed from the Gila River not only to 
prevent a possible buckling of the 
bridge but for the water savings from 
the thousands of Salt Cedar that suck it 
up every day. 

-Councilman Craig Heustis 

Glendale 
Glendale Engineering 

staff is working on sever
al projects that are in
tended to service and 
maintain the infrastruc-
ture and keep areas of at

tention from becoming "pressing." A 
consultant was secured through ADOT 
to inspect all the bridges in Glendale. 
Plans and specifications were devel
oped to address the highest priority rec
ommendations from the report and con
struction will begin on Aug. 10. 

As part of the council approved Pave
ment Management Program, city staff 
is managing the engineering and con
struction of over $15 million of street 
and paving improvements in FY 2015 
and 2016. 

Drainage improvements are being 
identified as a result of a weather event 
last September. As studies are complet
ed and advanced to design phase, con
struction is expected to begin in early 
2016. 

The Legislature has used a road-ded-

icated gas tax to balance the state's gen
eral fund budget for five years, leaving 
a multi-billion dollar shortfall and im
mediate need for highway safety and 
improvement. 

- Councilman Gary Sherwood 

Peoria 
In our Citizens Survey, 

98 percent of the residents 
said they would recom
mend living in Peoria to 

someone who asks. I believe one of the 
reasons residents think so highly of Peo
ria is our commitment to conservatively 
reinvest in existing infrastructure in
cluding roads, bridges, and water and 
wastewater systems. This is done 
through ongoing, proactive mainte
nance, repair and replacement pro
grams. 

Because Peoria is a dynamic and 
growing community, our challenge is to 
stay ahead of the transportation, and wa
ter service needs. This includes extend
ing water services and improving our 

See SOUNDOFF, Page 7 
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Continued from Page 7 

roadway system to meet the needs of our 
current and future citizens. 

-Mayor Cathy Carlat 

Surprise 
The I-10 collapse speaks 

to the general condition of 
America's infrastructure, 
which has long been ne

glected. Twenty years ago, as a member 
of the Minnesota Legislature, I spoke out 
about the need to put safety first and in-

vest in that state's key bridges. Twelve 
years after that warning, the I-3SW 
Bridge collapsed into the Mississippi 
River killing 13 people and injuring 145. 

For young communities like Surprise, 
we need to make certain the projects we 
invest in today are accomplished with a 
long view in mind. These investments 
cannot happen without partnership be
tween state and local transportation 
agencies and the federal government. 

The I-10 incident should serve as are
minder that our infrastructure must be 
designed and maintained in such a way 
to keep commerce moving and most im
portantly, our people safe. 

- Mayor Sharon Wolcott 

• 

• 
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Voices for rural Arizona 
2 Buckeye men selected to participate in leadership program 
by Jeannette Cl'uz 
staff wrile.r 

Ed Gerak, general manager of the Bocke;ye 
Water Conservation & Drainage District, and. 
Paul Heiden, manager at the Heiden Land and 
Cattle Co. in Buckeye, are taking pa.t1 in Cla.o;;s 
XXIV of the Center for R uraJ Leadership. 

The Center for Rural Leadership, a]so known 
as PL'oject CENTRL is an intensive one-year 

educatiouaJ program that promotes personal 
and professional leadership development 
experience to serve and provide a vo.ice for rural 
communities in Ariwna. 

The nonprolit operates in partnership with the 
University of Arizona Cooperative Extension. 

Over the next year, Gerak and Heiden 
will attend a series of six seminars held 
throughout Arizona, a six-day public policy 

trip to Washington D .C.. and a five-day 
international study tour in Mexico. Senlinar 
topics will incJude fundamentals of leadership, 
communication. cmn munity and economic 
deve.topment; managing natural resources; focus 
on social issues. border. immigration, labor and 
food-supply dynamics; and state and national 

tSee VoiC"es on Page .3) 
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Wsw phom by Jordan ChfistDphor 

PAUL HEIDEN, a fourth~generation Buckeye cattle rancher, talks about being selected for Project CENTRL July 24 at his farm. Project 
CENTRL focuses on promoting ruralleadersnip in Arizona. 
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public-policy formation. 
Gerak and Heiden attended the first seminar for Class 

XXIV June 25-27 at llle Crown Plaza San Marcos Golf 
Resort in Chandler. The seminar touched on leadership 
development. 

One component of the seminar was to learn how to give 
a 30-second elevator pitch. Gerak said. 

"The ski lls they taught were to understand yom 
situation, what matters to the person you are talking to 
and give them three bullet points of your resume;· he 
said. "I can see the benefits, especially with meeting new 
people and trying to establish rapport." 

Gernk spent Ute first ei:~bt years of his career in the 
building industry. primarlly in concrete. before becoming 
manager at BWCDD, where he replaced. Buckeye Mayor 
Jackie Meek, former general manager of the drainage 
district. 

He obtained a BacbeJm of Arts in civil engineering 
with a specialization in construction management from 
the Uni versity of Michigan, and a master's in business 
from Arizona State University. 

e 

Although Gerak: initiaJly hoped for a career in 
construction, be realized tbe job would require a lot of 
traveling, which took away ffom being abfe to start a 
fami ly. he said. 

Now, married with twins, Gerak: said he en joys the 
Buckeye atmosphere. 

"Buckeye is great because it still has that smaU-town 
feel even though it's growing rapidly," Gerak::, who is 
origi11ally from Michigan, said. "There are gTeal people. 

e 

in the West Valley in general, and I enjoy the values that 
the.'ie people have." 

BWCDD owns and operates the Buckeye Canal, and 
delivers nearly 130,000 acre-feet of irrigation annually to 
local farmJands. 

Taking it forward 
Heiden, a fo urth-generation f<l!Uler and rancher, 

sought Project CENTRL as an opportunity to push the 
agricultural system forward . · 

''lt's getting smaller and smaller," be said. "We need 
stronger leadership to keep it moving forward in ntral 
Arizona. Agriculture is obviously the most important 
industry, because without it, we'd go hm1gry." 

Although Heiden Land and Cattle Co. in Buckeye has 
been a fnmily busiuess since the I 940s, Heiden said he 
wouid Like to .learn how to manage his business more 
effectively and improve his public speaking skil ls. 

Project CENTRL has had more than 600 graduates 
since it began in 1983, .and 1.·6 new participants were 
selected for Qass XXIV. 

''There are a lot of a lumni from Project CENTRL 
that have pursued state leadership. and it is a sped a! 
progr..tm in that aspect, especially with the networking 
connections, but l thin'k Project CENTRL can be valuable 
for a lot of people - i t's not agricultural-based, it's 
focused on developing leadership," Gerak said. 
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Via+> pholos by ,Jo«!an Cllnsropoo 

(ABOVE) ED CERAK, general manager of the Buckeye Water Conservation District, stands over a canal July 24 in Buckeye. Gerak was selected to participate 
in Project CENTRL, a one-year educational program that promotes leadership development experience to serve and provide a voice for rural communtties in the 
state. (Below) Buckeye cattle farmer Paul He1den gets some attention from one of his horses July 24 on his farm. The fourth-generation farmer was also chosen to 
participate in Project CENTRL. 
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Aztec flooding . 
raises questions 
of responsibility 
By Patti Jares Slattery 
Reporter 

After floodwaters roared 
through Wickenburg on Saturday, 
July 18, many stepped in to help 
residents who suffered damage. 
One obscure area which was hit 
severely - twice in the past year -
is Aztec Village, the small mobile 
home par,k that houses 29 people 
at 401 E. Wickenburg Way. The 
40-year-old park slopes downward 
west of Country Kitchen along 
Sullivan Street and is virtually 
unnoticed by passersby. 

APS employee volunteers from 
the Palo Verde Nuclear Plant" 
helped dig out mud, sand and 
debris from the park following 
the flood. Meanwhile: discus
sions reopened between Aztec 
owner Jim Corbett and manager 
Beverley Bodiroga with the Town 
of Wickenburg, regarding the 
town's level of responsibility for 
.flood control anp maintenance. 

Corbett, a realtor and former 
town attorney for Wickenburg, 
approached Town Council July 
20 with Bodiroga, explaining the 
severity of the situation and ask
ing council members to view for 
themselves the damage to the 
park. 

"It's devastating," Corbett said . 
"There are a number of tenants 
suffering right now. The mud 
came in a foot deep in some plac
es .. .it's mind-boggling for me to 
see it.. .I think it's important the 
council hears this because it's the 

partial responsibility of the town 
of Wick en burg." 

The area of responsibility 
Corbett argues is Sullivan Street, 
a small road slurting Aztec village 
and dead-ending at the entrance 
toJim Simpson's Ranch. Formerly 
the Phoenix highway, Sullivan 
Street now allows access to Aztec 
Village. During the last two major 
floods, huge amounts of water 

. have emptied from E. Wickenburg 
Way onto Sullivan Street, and 
that water has poured into Aztec 
Village. Bodiroga told the coun
cil · that she and Corbett sought 
help from Maricopa County Flood 
Control last year and were told 
that nothing could be done until 
the Town of Wickenburg contact-
ed the county. · 

Floodplain Management and 
Services Division Manager Kelli A 
Sertich confirmed to the Sun last 
week, the county flood control 
could not act without a request 
from the town, and to date a 
request has not been received. 

"If we're going to partner with 
the town, they have to take the 
lead," said Sertich. "Essentially, 
th.e town has to come to us. We 
couldn't step in. It's their jurisdic
tion." 

One solution offered by Public 
Works Director Vince Loriface 
was to sell Sullivan Street to 
Corbett. He proposed the idea 
during a private conversation, 

See Aztec Page A-3 
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Aztec 
From the Front Page 

according to Corbett. 
"Let me make this crystal clear," Loriface 

told the Sun. 'This was my solution, not the 
town's solution. The town would basically 
deed it over and we'd still have an easement 
for access and utilities. A lof of it comes 
down to what he wants to do. The town 
wants to be a partner with him, facilitate 
discussion." 

'There's a solution, but we need an engi
neer to figure out what needs to be done," 
said Corbett, who has owned the park for 
25 years. 

According to Corbett, a wash that ran 
behind the park once channeled the water 
from Sullivan Street, through a flap gate ,that 
let the water in, flowing across Simpson's 
pasture and into the Hassayampa River. But 
according to former public works director 
Russell Willis, the towri' filled in the wash 
sometime after his retirement. 

Willis, who was public works director for 
37 years, believes the town shares some 
responsibility of the flood damage because 
of a lack of maintenance. 

'The washes aren't being maintained .at 
all," stated Willis. 'The little washes aren't 
cleared out, so even a small rain causes 
overflow. There are employees busting 
their tails, but they don't have anybody 
showing them what to do. 

"We used to clear the drainage between 
Sundance (Pizza), and take the ·(Powder· 
House) wash all the way to the river. We 
trimmed a lot of trees, cleared rights-of-way 
and cleaned streets a section at a time. I see 
the waste and nothing being done, and it 
makes me sick." 

According to Wickenburg Town Manager 
Josh Wright, the town maintains many 
washes, but numerous washes in the 
Wickenburg area are on private property 
and not the responsibility of the town. 

"I have the highest respect for Russell 
Willis," Wright said. "For many, many years 
he served the community of Wickenburg, 
but there are a few things to consider here. 
What I might see with my naked eye as 
flood control is actually private property, 
and I don't know if the issue of maintenance 
could have helped this latest situation. With 

that much water flowing down a non-engi
neered channel, your maintenance protocol 
is not going to help you." 

Wright researched the drainage channel 
by Sundance Pizza that the town had main
tained years before, and found it to be on 
private property. 

" ... there does not appear to be any Town 
maintenance responsibility ... we've already 
spolqm with the owner, who understood 
that' maintenance of this area was his 
responsibility," Wright said. 

As far as the wash that once ran flood
water into ]im Simpson's property and out 
to the Hassayampa River, Wright pointed 
out that it was years before he was hired 
as town manager. However, he researched 
the area and found that the flap gate was 
privately constructed. 

" ... there is nothing, on initial review, 
that indicates the Town has maintenance 
responsibilities in this area (e.g. right-of- I 

way, a drainage easement, etc.) "However," 
concluded Wright, "we will be following up · 
on this issue with the property owners to 
determine if there is work that needs to be 
done. If the flap gate is determined to be 
the Town's responsibility, we will address it 
immediately." 

According to Wright, the Town is work
ing on a solution, and encourages residents 
to make the town aware of locations that 
need attention so cleanup can be scheduled. 

'The town takes its maintenance respon
sibilities seriously," noted Wright, "and has 
historically been very prompt in addressing 
areas of concern." 

In the meantime, residents of Aztec 
are apprehensive about additional dam
age more monsoon storms might bring. 
Volunteers spent two days with heavy 
equipment to uncover asphalt which was 
buried at least two feet deep. Along with the 
sand and debris, mud seeped in and made it 
difficult for residents to leave their property. 

"TI1ere's asphalt down there somewhere," 
said Aztec resident Charlie Womack, as he 
watched a backhoe scraping the main road. 
"If they leave it just like it is, we're gonna 
get another flood," he predicted. "No doubt 
about it." 
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Photos by Patti Jares Slattery 

'A volunteer with equipment from Palo Vei·de Nuclear Plant helps .dig out Aztec Village following 

the July 18 flood. · 

;VOlunteers help with afte ath 
By Patti Jares Slattery 
Reporter 

The flood of Saturday, July 18 brought widespread 
damage to Wickenburg and surrounding areas, but it 
also brought the best of the best to lend a hand to those 
~Yho lost much. 

While houses were seriously damaged and streets 
rendered impassable, members o£ the Wickenburg Fire 

1 Oepartrnent cleared roads, repaired water pipes and 
scraped mud and debris fi·om houses and property. 
: The Red Cross set up a station at the Wickenburg 
Community Center the following Tuesday through the 
~~tire week, helping families most affected by the flood. 
1• On Thursday, TI1e Town of Wickenburg' facilitated 
a workshop in conjunction with several organizations 
j.nclucling Maricopa Counly Flood Contxol, the Southern 
Baptist Convention and the Red Cross, . setting up infor
mation booths to answer any questions and educate 
those _seeking answers. 

In addition, 60 to 70 APS workers from the Palo Verde 
Nuclear Plant appeared with heavy equipment the follow-

ing Monday, dredging mud fi·om properly and recarving 
roads bwied in some places by more than two feet of 
sand. 

Spearheaded by APS employee and Buckeye resident 
Howard Ridenhour, along with lohgtime resident Hank 
Nelson, the volunteers focused their attention on badly 
damaged streets and property in the area of]ack Burden, 
El Recreo and Constellation roads and the Aztec Village 
Mobile Home Park on E. Wtckenbw-g Way and Sullivan 
Street 

_In addition, Ridenhour's wife Misty, along with 
Wtckenbw·g resident Tina O'Connor drove to the most 
damaged and secluded areas, knocking on doors and 
offering the plant's heavy equipment to clear their prop
erly. They also volunteered their labor . 

The following Tuesday, 40 volunteers from the APS 
crew retwned to concentrate their efforts on Aztec 
Village. 

'The chief nuclear officer at the plant talked to us about 
ow- comrnitment to the commwlity," said Ridenhour. 
"111is is how we roll." 
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Will Saguaro be done on titne? 
Lanes now switched over, ""' :w• " :::a:: a - «WA .. , uw · ' · ·- -

so work should go faster 
By Bob Burns 
Times Reporter 

With all traffic switched 
over to the southbound 
lanes, Nesbitt Contracting 
and the Town of Fountain 
Hills are expecting smooth 
sailing for the remainder 
of the Saguaro Boulevard 
reconstruction project. 

Although there are just 
three months remaining 
on the nine -month con
struction calendar, town 
Development Services Di
rector Paul Mood notes 
that the remainder of the 
work is all paving related 
with underground drain
age completed. 

"The remaining work 
will go much faster," Mood 

said. 
Mood said that barring 

significant weather issues 
or encountering unknown 
utilities, Nesbitt should 
have no trouble meeting 
the deadline. 

Working north to south 
the work will be done in 
three sections - Fountain 
Hills Boulevard to El Lago 
Boulevard, El Lago to Mal
ta Drive and t hen on to 
Trevino Drive. 

The project calls for the 
old asphalt to be removed 
along with any previous 
base material and the road 
bed taken down to about 12 
inches. 

The old asphalt is being 
ground on the site to be 

(cont. on page 12A) 

A unique view of the work looking over the shoulder of 
the man operating the asphalt spreader. 

Contractors lay down the final segments of asphalt to the southbound lanes of Saguaro Boulevard near La 
Montana Drive. Photos by Earthwhile Films & Photography courtesy of the Town of Fountain Hills. 



Workers have begun construction on the new three-pool fountain located in the 
Avenue Plaza at the intersection with Saguaro Boulevard. 

Saguaro 
(cont. from page 1A) 

returned as a portion of 
the new base material. An 
initial new layer of asphalt 
1.5 inches thick will be 
then put in place. 

The southbound lanes 
are completed to that stage 
at this time with the first 
coat of new pavement. An 
additional1.5 inches of as
phalt will be the finish coat. 
That will be done on both 
sides around the second 
and third week in October, 
according to Mood. 

The last week in October 
the contractor will be work
ing to raise water valves 
and manhole covers and 
striping the pavement. 

Nesbitt has asked for 
and been granted permis
sion to work Saturdays 
during the final 90 days of 

the project. Mood said he 
believes that work will be 
limited to milling and grad
ing. 

"They won't do work that 
needs to be inspected on 
the weekend," Mood said. 

The new traffic signals 
at Saguaro and Palisades/ 
Panorama were installed 
last week. 

New street lighting is 
being installed at Saguaro 
and Avenue of t h e Foun
tains to improve pedestrian 
safety. 

Also improving pedestri
an safety is the extension of 
median curbs and crossing 
cutouts at Saguaro and the 
Avenue. 

Work is currently being 
done on the new fountain 
on the Avenue at Saguaro, 
but that work is indepen
dent of the paving project. 

Mood said he has heard 
from the Maricopa County 
Flood Control District that 

they are about to advertise 
for bids on the Ashbrook 
Wash crossing im prove
ments. 

"They believe construc
tion on that project will be
gin early to mid-October," 
Mood said. 

That will create an ad
ditional period of crossover 
traffic over a short distance 
while that work is being 
done. 

Mood said he expects to 
be showing the council the 
proposal for the annu al 
pavement management 
program in September. He 
said that would inclu de 
mill and overlay work near 
McDowell Mou ntain El
ementary and F ou ntain 
Hills Charter schools dur
ing fall break. 

Residents can get in
formation regarding the 
Saguaro project by follow
ing on the website at www. 
saguaroblvd.com. 

• 

• 

• 
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Working together through storms 

helps us prepare for future events 
On July 18, Wickenburg was reminded of Mother Nature's 

power when as many as five inches of rain fell in less than an 
hour, inundating homes and tearing up roads. While it was 
over quickly, the storm was also terrifying and stretched the 
limits of our flood control systems. 

When all was said and done, approximately 33 struc
tures - 29 homes and four businesses - were damaged. An 
estimated $250,000 in immediate infrastructure repairs is 
necessary, with many more expenses to come. Residents' 
lives and livelihoods suffered as they tried to put the pieces 
back together. 

But Wickenburg's response to the storm also demon
strated what makes us a resilient community. Helping each 
other is second nature to those of us who live here, but often 
surprising in areas around the country that watched the 
scene play out on television. 

Neighbors took care of each other, checking on friends as 
though they were family and lending a hand to scrape mud 
out of water-damaged homes. In Wickenburg, you don't 
have to ask for help - it just arrives when you need it most. 

The Town of Wickenburg's emergency services per
sonnel responded in outstanding fashion. Just as we've 
rehearsed many times, our Police, Fire, and Public Works 
departments knew exactly where to be and when to ensure 
residents' safety. In the end, we can all be thankful that 
there was no loss of life, no reported injuries, no rescues, 
and no mandatory evacuations. 

In the days following the storm, Town employees logged 
hundreds of hours reopening streets, repairing water lines, 
and working with partners like the American Red Cross to 
see that residents had access to resources. Major infrastruc
ture repairs already started this past weekend. 

Town Managtr's 
Updatt 
Josh Wright 

Our efforts won't end there. In the coming days, weeks, 
and months, we'll be working with federal, state, and county 
governments to obtain as many resources as possible for 
residents and businesses to repair damage. 

More important, we'll be working with partners like the 
Flood Control District of Maricopa County to determine 
how to ensure these types of flood events don't happen 
again. 

Those partnerships have worked before. Flood control 
infrastructure built over the last several decades performed 
as it should during the July 18 storm, with the Sunset and 
Casandro dams holding back water that otherwise would 
have forced evacuations in many neighborhoods. 

After any disaster, it's natural to ask "Why?" and look 
for someone to hold accountable. Pointing fingers in this 
situation won't help anyone, though. The reality is much 
more complicated, with new weather patterns, a changing 
watercourse, and privately-owned washes all playing a role. 

The solutions to these types of problems are never easy, 
quick or cheap. 

Just as we've had to work together to recover from this 
storm, we'll also have to work together to figure out how to 
make sure we're prepared the next time one hits. 
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ROB SCHUMACHER/THE REPUBLIC 

Thunderheads build near Phoenix, where rainfall is nearly a half inch below normal this season. 

Monsoon 2015 off to spotty start 
W ELDON B. JOHNSON 
THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL.COM 

·Roughly halfway through 
the monsoon season, Phoenix 
is about half an inch below 
normal rainfall levels, while 
rain gauges in other parts of 
the state are riding high. 

Ken Drozd, meteorologist 
with the National Weather 
Service in Thcson, said it's the 
way the monsoon works. 

"That is a feature of the 
monsoon; it produces spotty 
rainfall," Drozd said. 

Southeast Arizona is usual
·ly prime for monsoon rain. 
However, some spots there 
have been drenched, while 

others remained relatively 
dry before Thesday's storms. 

Thcson Airport saw 2.38 
inches of rain from June 15 
(the start of the designated 
monsoon season) through 
July 28. That's .02 inches be
low normal levels. However, 
1.51 inches of that rain fell 
during Thesday storms. 

Meanwhile, Nogales has 
recorded 3.22 inches (normal 
is 4.14), Douglas 5.38 inches 
(normal is 2.9) and Sierra Vis
ta 5.8 inches (normal is 2.9). 

In the Phoenix area, the to
tals have also been spotty. · 

As of July 28, Sky Harbor 
Airport had an official mea
surement of .47 inches of rain, 

.60 inches below normal. Sev
eral other parts of the Valley 
have received only a trace of 
rairi since June 15. 

Chandler Airport has re
corded .32 inches, Florence 
Dam 1.03 inches and Wick;en
burg Airport 4.64 inches, ac
cording to Maricopa County 
Flood Control District data. 

Drozd said the signs point 
to more consistent activity in 
August and September. There 
are better chances for near
normal to above-normal pre
cipitation statewide. 

The lack of rain in Phoenix 
. so far wasn't unexpected. 

"It's kind of a ficlde 
month," Drozd said. 



• 
073 0 15 
Arrowhead Media 
Arizona Republic 

Cir: 438,722 
Phoenix, AZ 

Q&A 

Where did all the water from the Wick
enburg flood go? What river did it end 
up in? 
On July 18, storms dumped more than four 
inches of rain on Wickenburg in less than an 
hour. 
The flash floods from all that water in such a 
short period of time caused washes in the 
area to overflow, resulting in extensive 
damage throughout the city. 
The washes are meant to flow into the 
Hassayampa River, which is normally dry. As 
a result of the flood waters that day, the 
river was flowing at a rate of about 6,000 
cubic feet per second, according to the 
Maricopa County Flood Control District. 
While some parts of the city experienced 
flooding, others were spared by dams de
signed to lessen the floods' impact. Some of 
those dams neared their capacity during the 
storm, but they did not overflow. The dams 
slowly release the water through a storm 
drain system into the Hassayampa River. 
The situation in Wickenburg on that day is 
an example of the dangers of flash floods, 
even in developed areas. 
The normally dry washes and rivers that 
people live near can quickly overflow during 
the downpours that sometimes accompany 
summer storms. The rain can come so heavily 
that flood control measures can't keep up. 
Emergency management officials are always 
reminding resident not to cross flowing 
washes and rivers. They can be deceptively 
deep and swift flowing. 
It only takes about six inches of rapidly 
moving water to sweep a person off their 
teet and 18-24 inches of rushing water can 
move most vehicles. 
The National Weat her Service issues flash 
flood watches and warnings via NOAA 
weather radio, cell phone alerts and with the 
help of media outlets. 

Have a weather question? Send it to 
weldon.johnson@arizonarepublic.com. 
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Commuters turn to methods traditional and makeshift in order to stay dry during a monsoon rainstorm FridaVi n do·wnt6wnPhoenix. 
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Flights elayed, traffic snarled, power knocked ou 
WELDON B. JOHNSON 
AND ABIGAIL GOLDER 
THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL.COM 

After teasing the Phoenix area for 
much of the week, the monsoon made its 
way back into the Valley on Friday 
afternoon, and in a really big way. 

Severe thunderstorms, heavy rain 
and blowing dust blitzed the Valley 
throughout the afternoon and into the 
evening. 

The storms grounded planes and 
caused delays at Phoenix Sky Harbor In
ternational Airport. They also knocked 
Ol.!t power to thousands of customers 
from Apache Junction to central Phoe
nix. And downpours flooded streets in 
Tempe and other Valley communities. 

See STORMS, Page 14A 

~-

MICHAEL MEISTER/THE REPUBLIC 
The rain in downtown was preceded by a dust storm 
that blew in Friday afternoon. 

Missfirng the moRsoon 

Friday's rainfall: 0.62 inches 

The rest of July: 0.31 inches 

Monthlong record for July: 
6.47 inches (1911) 

Morre ODllUi1111e 

For up-to-the-minute weather 
reports and complete forecasts, 
go to weather.azcentral 
.com. 
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Friday's Valley-wide storm was a supersoaker. Downtown Phoenix (above) was soggy, and parts of Tempe flooded after getting more than an inch of rain in an hour. 
DAVE SEIBERTffHE REPUBLIC 
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A towering wall of dust that blew into 
downtown Phoenix ahead of the rain 
made quite an impression on Anirudh 
Mohanty, who was visiting from India. 
Mohanty said he had never seen the likes 
of it. 

"We don't live here, so we are not used 
to it," he said. "We are not prepared.~' 

Ed and Patti Wessel of Naples, Fla., 
were in town visiting their daughter and 
took refuge in a downtown restaurant to 
let the storm blow over. 

Ed said he knew it wasn't safe to try to 
drive through a dust storm. 

"We saw the weather and said, 'We 
better let this pass,' "he said. 

The rain made for a messy evening 
commute as slow-moving storm cells 
dumped more than an inch of rain on 
parts of the East Valley. Floodwaters 

• 
"We saw the weather and said, 'We better let this pass.' " 

ED WESSEL 
VISITOR FROM NAPLES, FLA., WHO TOOK SHELTER FROM THE STORM IN A DOWNTOWN PHOENIX RESTAURANT 

closed some streets in Tempe, forcing 
drivers to find alternative routes. 

The storms also caused scattered 
power failures throughout the Valley, 
though most of the people affected had 
service restored by 7 p.m. 

Of the 3,700 customers in central 
Phoenix who lost power, all but a handful 
were back online by early evening. 

The leading edge of the storm first 
struck near Apache Junction early in the 
afternoon, knocking down power poles 
and leaving about 1,500 customers still in 
the dark by early evening. At the height 
of the power failure, more than 7,500 
homes and businesses were without 
power. 

More than an inch of rain fell in an 
hour near Arizona State University in 
Tempe, stranding four drivers in a low-

lying area south of campus. A police 
cruiser help,ed p1.,1sh Austin Taylor's 
Volkswagen Passat GTI from the 1Y2 feet 
of water that pooled on Mill A venue just 
north of Broadway Road. 

"It was definitely questionable" as to 
whether he could make it through, 
Taylor said. The standing water didn't 
seem high, but other vehicles passing 
through created waves. 

The severe weather provided a mem
orable end to what had been a relatively 
uneventful month of weather in Phoenix. 

As of 7 p.m. Friday, Sky Harbor 
Airport had recorded 0.62 inches of rain, 
which was more than had .fallen in the 
previous 30 days. Although that brought 
the monthly total to at least 0.93 inches, it 
was still far short of the record of 6.47 
inches for the month. That record was set 

• 
in 1911. 

The average temperature for the 
month, 94.7 degrees, did not place July 
2015 among the warmest or coolest Julys 
on record. It was only the ninth-warmest 
July in the past 10 years. 

The average high temperature of 
105.1 degrees was most notable for being 
exactly 1 degree short of the 30-year 
normal (106:1) for the month. Before 
Friday's high of 110 degrees, Phoenix 
was on track to accomplish the rare feat 
of malting it through July without reach
ing that temperature. 

July's average ·low was 84.2 degrees, 
which made it the eighth-warmest July 
in the past 10 years. 

Today's forecast calls for a slight 
chance -10 percent-of thunderstorms 
in the morning, with that chance increas
ing to 20 percent by nightfall. Expect 
mostly cloudy skies, with a high of 101 de
grees and a low of 83. Sunday is expected 
to be sunny and slightly warmer, with a 
high of 104 degrees and a low of 84. That 
pattern is expected to continue Monday. 
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Salt cedar 
trees pose 
dangers 
in Buckeye 
by J eannette r uz 
ttta]Jwrilu 

A· crew worked t rep:llr a California bridge 
that collapsed July 1 on Inte:r; ·tate 10 aft r 
heav rains. fear and con em s grew over th 

tate Route 85 bridge in Backe ·e. ecau e it' 
surrounded by aJt edar tree . 

With 15,0 acre of den e brush and salt 
edar trees that ha e gr n above and around 

the bridge and congested the Gila River, 
Bu ke e official hope ome n will bear their 
con ems, Ma or Jackie Meek said. 

' We do n.ot hav [SR85] channeled," M ck 
·aid. ''Anv nood wate r or fire th·d c me \ ill 
take out <~1y farmland and hou. ·e ·. lf · n t doing 
that now, but it will d that in the future: ' 

Salt cedar n t onl kill native tree and plant 
becau e of tbe large am rn1ts of waterthe_ 
consume, but they areal o highly flanm1able. 
putting urr undin_ home , publi faciti ties and 
ro.: dway at risk, inclu ding SR .5, whi .h carrie 
traffic to and from Interstate . 

orne of the tree are n w actual I a bit 
tal ler than the bridge it elf;' Bockeye Fire Chief 
Bob C stello said. "The con m is that they 
burn very rapid! and very hot, bt~ t the concern 
\Vith the b1idge itself 1s that inside the concrete, 
there i. moi .. ture and when you superheat that 
m isture, it htm int .. team and cause. the 
on ~rete to f1·a tum. The oncret th n acts as 

an inSttlator for the teel, and if you expo . the 
teel to -ce ·ive heat. it can ·ompromise the 
tructuraJ intemty of the ridge." 

Future fl odplain delineations how 7,000 
acre: of land in Buckeye w uld be affected and 
at least 200 hom , limiting development and 
farming. and requiring re ident to pur ha e 
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oo tly flood in urance or in taU home
rai ing pads betv en and 8 feet high. 
M k~ 'd ' ru. 

Sen. John Me ain i ited the it 
o er th Gila Ri er uth of Bucke e' 
downt wn July l , s tying that eradication 
of th taU ah cedar tr e mat loom 
n ar th brid wa vital to preventing, a 
dangerou fir and . mok hazard jmJ1ar 
to t~ on_ t~at d va. tated a portion . f a 
Cahforrua htghwa l t month. 

"I drove h]m to th river. and when he 
got up on th brid ' h rod b bad n er 

n ·alt c dar till bad." M ck aid. 
Buckeye official ' al ·o showed M Cain 

th Gi1 Ri er re toration proj ct pJan 
that 1o al , tat and federal partne1 are 
work1ng on. Meek , aid. 
Th~ decade-old plan t re tore the 

l? -mJ!l l ng w t rcours along th GiJa 
River. caJl d th El Ri · \Vatercour PJan 

developed in 2005. Partners for the ' 
project i nclud t~ ~ilaric pa C~u,nry 
Flood Control D1 trr ~t and the 1t1e of 
Avondale, Good ar and Bu key . 

The plan wa d · loped tore tore a. 
'(>?rtion of the Gila River and improve 
Hood control, aid Jennifer Pokorski a . . ' 
c1t1z.en advocate with the county Flood 
C ntrol DLtrict. 

It included the on truction of a new 
le ee, r reation trails open water hke · 
and the r moval f alt edar tr 
Pokor ki aid. 

' Th idea v a t creat thi arnenit 
for the com.muniti. down ther • but a1 
to protect the people from n oding" 
be ~ aid . Th J would be buiii 'a 

d v lopm nt ccurred along id the ri r.' 
1n 2008, downturns in the econom 

made funding tight. and the El Rio plan 
tagg red. In re pon e, the county flood 
Co~tro) ~istri t ompl ted two piJot 
proJ t m G od.year and Buck ve to 
r mov ·alt cedar and r pJac them with 
nati peci . 

·It wa a ·mall- ·cale r placem nt for 
u t t t meihod to . h w it would 
w rk on a large cale li~ the GiJa R.i er. ' 
Pok01 .. ki..aid. '\ ear d loping a plan 
f r that r m a1 and repl cement for the 
whole 17 mile ." 

The plan draft i expected to b 
complet d in Octob r, Pokor ki . aid. 

'It' ~·eaU a fl cling- af ty i: u rom 
a flo ding p r p ti e," P kor, ki . aid . 
<From our . tandpoint what the ·all dlu· 
do i it grow ·o d n e that it basically 
block the flow of water in the river and 
trap a Jot of ediment." 

tiH, befor th r mo al of any tree 
and the constru ti.on of a channe'l to 
mitigate po ible fifi and t1o d \Vater 
th plan mu t tak permitl fr m the • 
fed raJ go ernment, on ent from private 
Jand owners and k: ~ d raJ funds, 
Poko ki :aid. 

• It i extrem 1 . p n ive:· he aid. 
'It ·ouid t welJ over 300 m illi n to 

replace and remove the alt c dar at th.i 
, tretch of the riv r." 

Meek, wh rec.., H vi itino- hi 
grandparent 'fannJand on h ban of 
d1 Gila Rher a child. aid h us d. 
t ~ b along th running wat r harm I, 
wh1ch wa urrounded by cottonwood ~:md 
willow tree. 

'It' never been thl ba ," h aid. 

Jea_nnette Cnr can be rea hed by email 
at ;cruz @we !valley view. com . 



• 
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llfa.v rho to by Jordan Ch • pher 

'THE SASS BRIDGE in Buckeye which 
crosses the Gila River, is overrun by invasive 
salt cedars. The nonnative trees cho e out 
native species and are a flre hazard . 
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Assistance available for low 
income residents affected by flood 
The Town of Wickenburg has partnered with Maricopa County and the 
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) to promote assistance 
programs for low-income residents affected by recent flooding. 

The Maricopa County Home Improvement Program (MCHIP) assists 
residents by providing funds for rehabilitation of owner-occupied homes. 
The program can be accessed for emergency repairs as well as major and 
minor rehabilitation services. 

Homeowners must qualify for assistance under United States 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) income guide
lines. Generally, combined household income must be at or below 80% of 
the Area Median Income. 
The MCHIP application form and a table illustrating income guidelines 
are available at http://www .hsd.maricopa.gov /Divisions/ Community
Development/Housing-Programs/Home-lmprovement-Assistance.aspx. 
Residents may also contact the County at (602) 506-5911. 
The USDA Section 504 Grant Program similarly aids very-low-income 
residents through funding for repairs or improvements that remove health 
and safety hazards. Qualifying homes must be owner-occupied, modest, 
and located in a rural area. The maximum grant award is $7,500. 
The USDA conducts personal visits with all applicants to inspect the sever
ity of the hazard. The Town has provided a list of flood-affected structures 
to USDA, which will mail the application form directly to homeowners. 
Both programs frequently have waiting lists and funding limitations. 
Residents should apply as soon as possible to expedite review of their 
applications. 
Flood-affected residents who need assistance completing the applica
tions, or who have not received the USDA application by mail within the 
next several weeks, should contact the Town's Community Development 
& Neighborhood Services Director, Steve Boyle, at (928) 668-0512 or 
sboyle@wickenburgaz.org. 

- - ----- - -----------
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' Storms lead to delays at 
airports, freeway crashes 

WELDON B. JOHNSON 
THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL.COM 

Monsoon storms pelted parts of met
ro Phoenix with heavy rain and strong 
winds Friday afternoon, forcing airport 
delays and wreaking havoc on Valley 
freeways. 

Drier air was expected to move into 
the Valley on Saturday, reducing the 
chances of rain over the weekend. Most
ly sunny skies are expected, with highs 
from 101 to 106 and lows in the mid-70s to 
mid-80s. 

Thunderstorms began popping up in 
the Valley late Friday afternoon, packing 
strong winds and torrential rain in some 
areas: Flights at Phoenix Sky Harbor In
ternational Airport were held at their 
gates or on the taxiways for at least 45 
minutes until the storms let up. 

The Arizona Department of Transpor
tation reported around a dozen crashes 
on Valley freeways Friday evening and 
standing water in some stretches. At one 
point, there were at least eight crashes 
reported along Interstate 10 and Loop 
202 between central Phoenix and Tempe. 

The weather prompted severe-thun
derstorm warnings from the · N atjonal 
Weather Service for northeastern.Mari! · 
cop a and central Pinal counties. A strong 
outflow boundary from southern Arizo
na storms earlier .in the day helped spark 
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DIANA PAY AN/THE REPU BLIC 

A pedestrian takes cover from a dow npour Friday afternoon in downtown Phoenix. More than half an inch of rain fell in some parts of the city. 

the late-afternoon activity. 
Reports of storm-inflicted damage in

cluded wmdows blown out in a central 
Phoenix J;li.gh-rise, down.ed trees block
ing a roadway in Scottsdale and minor 
flooding in parking lots in Gilbert. 

Some of the heaviest rainfall ap
peared to be in south Phoenix, central 
Tempe and east Mesa, according to data 
from the Flood Control District of Mar
icopa County. Those areas all received 
more than half an inch of rain. Around a 

quarter-inch of rain fell around Sky Har
bor Airport, according to the district. 

Parts of Pinal County also saw heavy 
rain, with more than half an inch report
ed near Florence. Strong storms were 
also r eported in northern Arizona. 

~ 
~ 
~ 
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IT RAINS, IT POURS, 
IT CLEARS OUT FAST 
WELDON B. JOHNSON AND ABIGAIL GOLDER 
THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL.COM 

A storrri full of sound and fury visited the Valley on 
Thesday morning. But in the end it signified nothing, per
haps, aside from high humidity and other .. conditions typ
ical of Arizona's monsoon. 

The storm arrived earlier than most, lashing the area 
with 60 mph winds, turning the skies a chalky, grayish 
brown, and dropping buckets of rain in parts. More than 
18,000 homes and businesses lost electricity, dozens of 
flights were diverted from Phoenix Sky Harbor Interna
tional Airport, and downed trees blocked roadways across 
the Valley. 

See STORM, Page 2A 

y 

NICK OZAffHE REPUBLIC 

City crew members work to clear a fallen tree on Chandler 
Boulevard. Heavy winds downed trees across metro Phoenix. 

Today's forecast: Partly cloudy w ith highs between 99 ar)~ 103 and a 20 percent chance of rain. More weather coverage, 2A 

~ 
~ 
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Monsoon storm disrupts Valley, but not for long 
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A dust storm. m~e~_over the ~~ j:l~go BUtt_!!s) n _Phoenix on Tuesday ,rnornin.g.Jhe storm lashed the Vall.ey with 60 mph winds. 
r :1! . ,;. • • 
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Storm 
Continued from Page 1A 

Then, as soon as it arrived, the storm 
was gone. 

By late afternoon, power had been re
stored to almost everyone affected, ac
cording to Salt River Project and APS of
ficials . Flights that had been diverted 
from Phoenix amid the storm started 
trickling in. And the skies turned a 
cloudy baby blue. 

But as National Weather Service me
teorologist Ken Drozd told The Arizona 
Republic at the outset of the season, un
predictability is a hallmark of summer 
weather here. 

"That is a feature of the monsoon; it 
produces spotty rainfall," Drozd said. 
"Some areas get really heavy down
pours, while other areas don't get any-
thing." . 

• 

The Valley forecast for the rest of the 
week calls for partly sunny conditions 
and a different form of hazardous weath
er- excessive heat - by week's end. 

A severe thunderstorm struck the 
southeast Valley late Thesday, and more 
monsoon activity is possible today. But a 
strong ridge of high pressure building 
over the deser.t Southwest will dry out 
the air and cause temperatures to ap
proach 110 degrees by Thursday. As are
sult, the National Weather Service in 
Phoenix has issued an excessive-heat 
watch for much pf the state through Sat-
urday evening. ··. .. . 

Thesday's monsoon storm developed 
in the far East Valley at about 9 a.m. and 
moved quickly through the area behind a 
wall of blowing dust. 

It caught Valley visitor Melissa Mcal
lister by surprise. Mcallister is here 
from Michigan helping her daughter get 
settled for classes at Arizona State Uni-
versity. · 

"It was way different from Michi-

gan," said Mcallister, who had never 
seen a dust storm. 

The storm knocked out power to thou
sands with outages ranging from Apache 
Junction to Glendale and from Scotts
dale to Chandler. Parts of central Phoe
nix, Tempe and Stm City were among the 
hardest hit. . · 

Tempe Hig~ School reported losing 
power at about.10:30 a.m. Students were 
in classrooms when the outage hit, but 
power was restored shortly. 

Thesday's storms packed 60 mph 
gusts and locally heavy downpours in the 
East Valley before moving northwest. 
Areas with the most precipitation includ
ed Wickenburg to the west, with more 
than an inch of rain, and north Scotts-

- dale, which received just shy of an inch, 
according to rain gauges. of the Maricopa 
County Flood Control District. 

Monsoon storms often occur in the af
ternoon or evening, after drawing ener
gy from the heat of the _day. Thesday 
morning's storm tapped into moisture 

• 

from activity in southeastern Arizona 
and an upper-level atmospheric disturb
ance to get started. 

The cloud cover and lower temper
atures brought on by the morning storm 
helped calm things down through the af
ternoon. But Thesday night, the National 
Weather Service issued a dust-storm 
warning. 

Today should be partly cloudy with a 
20 percent chance of showers and thun
ders.torms. Highs should be between 99 
and 103 degrees in the Valley, with lows 
in the upper 70s to upper 80s. 

The rain is expected to clear .out 
Thursday. Skies should be mostly clear 
with highs from lOS to 110 degrees and 
lows in the 80s. Expect more sun Friday 
with highs from 107 to 112 and lows in the 
80s. There is a 10 percent of rain Friday 
evening. 

The heatwave continues Saturday 
with highs from 106 to 111 degrees. 
Things should be slightly cooler Sunday, 
with highs from 104 to 108 degrees. 



-One for the 
' 

record book 
What went right, wrong 
during July 18 flood 
subject of Aug. 24 meeting 

The storm that hit Wickenburg 
on July 18 broke multiple records, 
according to a report issued by the 
Flood Control District of Maricopa 
County. The storm dumped as 
much as five inches of rain in a 
three-hour period, impacting an 
estimated 37 structures and caus
ing hundreds of thousands of dol
lars of damage to public infrastruc
ture, according to Town Manager 
Josh Wright 

The record rainfall came as a 
result of tropical moisture associat
ed with the remnants of Hurricane 
Dolores. Residents and business
es along the Powder House and 
Cemetery washes were particu
larly impacted by flash flooding, 
although no swift-water rescues 
were needed. 

Thirteen of the 19 district rain 
gauges in the Wickenburg area 
set new records for 30-minute, 
one hour, or three-hour durations. 
Some of those gauges have been 
in place for more than 30 years. 
Similarly, five Wickenburg-area 

wash gauges recorded their high
est-ever peak discharge, includ
ing the Casandro, Flying E and 
Powder House washes. 

Despite record rainfall, 
Wickenburg's three flood-retard
ing structures performed as 
designed and prevented manda
tory evacuations. The Casandro 
Dam reached the highest water 
level of the three structures at 
85.2 percent full. The Sunset and 
Sunnycove flood-retarding struc
tures recorded levels of 74.8 per
cent and 66.9 percent, respectively. 
None of the three had ever exceed
ed 50 percent capacity since they 
were built 

The Casandro Dam is west 
of Mariposa Street and north of 
U.S. 60 (directly behind the for
mer bowling alley). The Sunset 
Flood Retarding Structure (FRS) 
is east of Mariposa Street and 
south of U.S. 60 (directly behind 
El Ranchero Restaurant). The 

See Flooding Page A-9 
------ --------
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1 Flooding 
From the Front Page 

Sunnycove FRS is west o£ Kellis Road behind 
the Wickenburg Municipal Cemetery. 

"On July 18, some areas of Wickenburg 
experienced what could effectively be con
sidered a 1,000-year flood event," Wright 
said. "Flood control structures are rarely 
built to that standard and no amount of 
maintenance can prepare a community to 
handle that volume o£ water in such a short 
period of time. We are extremely fortunate 
that there were no injuries or loss of life." 

The Town's small public works crew con
tinues to work to clean up the post-storm 
mess. Their work is prioritized in order 
of greatest need, with safety issues, such 
as dredging drainage channels, ranking 
higher than aesthetic matters, such as street 
sweeping. All projects will eventually be 
completed, Wright said. 

Major repairs to damaged infrastructure 
began July 24 and will continue through 
the end of this month. The Town's initial 
estimate to repair Tegner, Constellation and 
Ocotillo roads is $250,000. Drainage struc
tures along Mariposa Drive will require 
more extensive reconstruction, but the road 

• 
* ~ 

has been deemed safe for pedestrians and 
vehicles. 

Town staff have met with flood district 
representatives and scheduled a presenta
tion to the town council regarding options 
for mitigating future flood events. The meet
ing will be held Monday, Aug. 24, at 5:30 
p.m. at Town Hall, 155 North Tegner St 

'The Town had a productive meeting 
and tour of affected areas with the Flood 
Control District of Maricopa County last 
week and anticipates more such meetings 
will be held in the near future," Wright 
said. 'The District will also be present at 
the Aug. 24 special council meeting as we 
discuss options for mitigating future flood 
risks. There are several options we can 
pursue, all of which come with different 
costs and timelines. While we cannot con
trol Mother Nature, the town and district 
share the common goal of finding ways 
to minimize risk to life and property from 
future flood events. 

The District's full report can be accessed 
at h ttp:l I alert.fcd.maricopa.gov I alert/ 
WY151StormRpt_07182015.pdf. 
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Board of Supervisors 
Approve 1-10 Protective 
Upgrades in Buckeve 

The Maricopa County Supervisors 
has approved two construction contracts ~o 
rehabilitate a dam protecting Interstate 10 m 
Buckeye. The improvements to the F l~od 
Control District's Buckeye Flood Retardmg 
Structure (FRS #1) protects people, property 
and infrastructure below the dam. 

The improvements to Buckeye FRS 
# 1, located 7.1 miles from SR 85 west to the 
Hassayampa River, correct several non
emergency dam deficiencies. T~e st~ucture 
protects seven miles of I-10, a v1tal link for 
residents to California. 

"We are making a major upgrade to 
our infrastructure in the West Valley, putting 
people to work and bringing in federal dollars 
to add to our own," said Maricopa Count_Y 
Board Vice Chairman Clint Hickman. "This 
structure protects 1-10 for seven miles and we 
know how important that is." 

The upgrade allows FCD to contract 
with Coffman Specialties, Inc. to improve the 
central core of the dam in the amount of 
$24,750,000. The approved contracts w.ill ~!so 
improve an emergency spillway and prmc1pal 
outlet of the dam, for a total of $11 ,00?,000. 
The total cost of the improvements 1s not 
intended to exceed $35,750,000, which is less 
than the approved budget for the upgrades . 
Funding for the improvements has already 
been budgeted for fiscal year2016/17. 

Buckeye FRS #1 is a product of a 
partnership between FCD and the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), a 
branch of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
The NRCS is funding 65 percent of the 
upgrades, with 3 5 percent coming from County 
funds . 

"This is good news for the West 
Valley," said Maricopa Coll?ty ~upervisor, 
District 5, Steve Gallardo. "This proJect ensures 
flood protection for a key portion of Interstate 
10 which is our lifeline. These are older 
s~ctures, built in the 1970's, that need these 
upgrades ." 
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PROVIDED BY ASU SCHOOL OF SUSTAINABILITY 

The Indian Bend Wash, left, is an example of a safe-to-fail flood control project. 
The Los Angeles River, right, would overflow during extreme weather. 

NOTEBOOK 

ASU leads study on bracing nation's 
infrastructure for extreme weather 
The recent collapse of a section Interstate 
10 - the result of an extreme weather 
event - has a group at Arizona State Uni
versity looking at how to protect infra
structure in the future. 

The challenge faced by a group led 
by Chuck Redman, founding director at 
the ASU School of Sustainability, is safe
guarding massive infrastructure projects 
from road and rail to power lines from 
extreme weather that, if they fail, could 
halt a region's economy. 

With a grant from the National Oce
anic and Atmospheric Administration, 
Redman and his team will provide solu
tions to protect infrastructure from 
unanticipated damage. 

"Infrastructure is to be efficient and 
handle typical weather events," he said. 
"When an extreme event occurs, it 
doesn't work out well for infrastructure. " 

The Interstate 10 failure isn't the 
only recent example. A massive earth-

quake and tsunami in 2011 in Japan 
wrecked infrastructure, most notably the 
Fukushima-Daiichi nuclear power plant. 

The reactors were not seriously dam
aged by the tsunami, but by the fact that 
the emergency infrastructure, the gener
ators, were located in the basement and 
flooded. 

Redman says his group will examine 
"safe-to-fail" infrastructure versus "fail
safe" infrastructure. He said Indian Bend 
Wash is an example of safe-to-fail. In an 
extreme storm, only trails, ballfields and 
golf courses are flooded - facilities rela
tively inexpensive to rebuild. 

"The wash has room for a wide flood
way, which keeps water shallow," he said. 
"The LA River, which is paved and chan
neled, has no safety valve. If extreme 
weather pushes too much water down 
the channel, it'll overflow and damage 
homes and buildings, items expensive 
to replace." 
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Buckeye flood control structure 
rehabilitation work under way 
by.JeaametteCnu 
•biflwnur 

The Maricopa County Board of Supervisors has 
approved two construction contracts to rehabilitate a dam 
protecting Intcntate 10 in Bud:eye. 

1be flood oonrrol dam is one of three located ju t north of 
1-1 0 and is a prominent drn.inagC" fea~.Ure within Buckeye. 

'The Flood Retarding Structures Nos. I, 2 and 3 were built 
in 1975 by Ebe Soil Conser'.'ation Sen-icc. now the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, under local sponsorship by 
the Aood Control DiYrict of Maricopa County. 

The rehabilitation of Buckeye Flood Retarding 
Stmcture No. 1, located between Buckeye Road in 
Tonopah and Sun Valley Parkway. involves the removal 
of darn safety deficiencies and improvements to the 
overall safety of the dam. 

Phase one of the project, im-olving planning and pre
design, WdS completed in 2007. Phase two of the final 
design began in 2008 and was completed in 2009. Phase 
three, slated to begin shortly and to be completed in 2017. 
involves construction of a new cmezgency spillway. 

The three Buckeye Flood Retarding Structures collect 
stnrm water runoff from the north and work in a series 
to move flood waters from the easternmost dam. o. 3, 
between Verrado and Rainbow roads, to No. 2. nonh of 
1·10 and west of Watson Road and finally to No. I where 
the watcr is released into the Hassayampa River. 

Buckeye Rood Retarding Structure No. I bas a length 
of a!Jout 7.1 miles and is 26 feet higher than lbe next Flood 
Retarding Structure, with a storm water storage capacity of 
3pJll'OXi.rna.lly 6,345 acre-feet from 74 square miles of runoff 
from tilt western slopes of the White Tank MOI.Irtlains. 

According to Aood Control District project documentr, 
several non-clll£rgency dam safety deficiencie have been 
identifie-d at Buckeye Aood Retarding Structure No. 1 
and District official. are analyzing alte:nuttives tn correct 
the deficiencies, maintain the flood oontrol benefits to 
dowm;tream properties and comply with tate dam safety 
J:"equiremenr . 

Major darn rehabilitation features will include a new 

material zone constructed within the dam embanlcment, 
raising the easternmost 2.400 feet of the dam by about 
1.5 feet. and improvementl to the existing emergency 
spillway and principle outlet work! . 

"'The primary improvement · are lo install a zone within 
the dam called a central filter that prevents dam failure du 
to cracking, to ron.-.truct a new emergency spillway and to 
make other needed improvements;" said. Anna Johnson, 
communications officer for the Flood Control District. 

The proje t will add l 00 year · more of flood conr:rol 
and bring the dam up to current design standards, 
Johnson said. 

"We are making a major upgrade to our infrastructure 
in the West Valley. putting people. to work and bringing 
in federal dollars to add to our own.-" Maricopa County 
Board Vice Chairman Clint Hickman said in a new 
relea.'«!. •Thi!· structure protects 1-10 for se,·en mile:, and 
we know how important that is." 

'The upgrade allow the Flood Control District to conrract 
with Coffman Specialties Inc. to improve the cen1ral core of 
the dam by an estimated cost of $24.75 million. 

Work on tb emergency spillway and the principle 
outlet of the dam will cost a total of $11 million. 

Buckeye Flood Retarding Structure o. l is a product 
of a partnership between the Flood Control District and 
the Natural Resouroe. Conservation Service, a branch 
of th U.S. Department of Agriculture. The Natural 
Resources Con..,;ervation Service is funding 65 percent of 
the upgrades with 35 percent coming from county funds. 

"'Thi, is good n ws for the West Valley," said Maricopa 
County Supervisor Steve Gallardo, D-Di:trict 5. 

"This project ensures flood protection for a key portion 
o lnrerstate 10. which is our lifeline. These are o1der 
structures built in the 1970s, that o ed these upgrades.'' 

Hickman agreed. 
"One of m)' goal hoc been to help bring infrastructure 

to the West Valley. which lh.en spurs jobs, growth Md 
development." he said in a news relew e. 'I look forward 
to the day we take imilar action on McMicken D:.un, 
which protects Luke Air Foree Base." 
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New River 2014 flood highlights importance of preparedness 

Then and now: Pictured left is the New River Wash, alongside the Frontage Road, during the Aug. 19, 2014 flood. Pictured right Is the New River 
Wash In the same area, photographed Aug. 13, 2015. 

ELIZABETH MEDORA 
STAFF 

NEW RlVER - Aug.19, 2014 

started Like a typical rainy day 

during the monsoon season. In 

just a few hours, however, it was 

evident that this was no ordinary 
storm. Record rainfal l caused 

damage all over the Valley, and 

New River especially was hit 

hard. About five i.nches of rain 

fell that day, much of it in just 

five hours. 
Over the course of Aug. 19, 

2014, Daisy M ountain Fi.re 

Department and other Valley fire 

FLOOD 
oontiooed on page 9 

~ 
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e departments performed multiple 
water rescues. New River 
Elementary staff evacuated 
students to the Anthem 
Community Center. The I-17 
was closed down for miles due 
to Skunk Creek flooding over 
the freeway. Roadways around 
the North Valley flooded and 
were closed. 

While the 8/19/14 flood 
was unusually severe, flooding 
is always a possibility during 
monsoon season. Paul Schickel 
of Daisy Mountain Fire 
counse.ls everyone to plan ahead 
and be prepared. 

"You never reaUy kn.ow what 
you're going to get," Schickel 
said regarding monsoon storms. 

Schicke.l is the Program 
Organizer of the DMFD 
Community Emergency 
Response Team. CERT training 
helps residents prepare for 
emergencies and be ready to 
evacuate if necessary or shelter 
in place for three days. Schickel 
encourages everyone to keep 
three days' worth of provisions 
on hand, enough for themselves, 
thei_r family, and their pets .. 

• 

In addition to non-perishable 
food and bottled water, Schickel 
recommends that residents 
put together a kit that includes 
things that would be difficult 
to replace or go without in 
an emergency: medication, 
eyeglasseS; and similar items. 
Another recommendation is 
having hard copies of insurance 
policies, family records, and 
other important documents 
available so that in an 
emergency, needed information 
can be quickly accessed. A 
flash drive that holds copies of 
important documents is also 

recommended, as it is easily 
portable and can be opened on 
most computers. 

For additional flood 
protection, Dl'vfFD is offering 
free sand'bags at the DMFD 
Station #141, located at 43814 
N New River Road. Residents 
can stop by and get sandbags 
during normal business hours. 

Maricopa County Flood 
Control District also stresses the 
importance of being prepared in 
case of an emergency. On their 
Web site, www. fed . maricopa. 
gov, the Flood Control District 
encourages residents to: 
• Purchase flood insurance for 

their property, 
• Stay informed and provide 

input on .flood control 
projects and studies in your 
community, 

• Follow safety guidelines 
during storms and floods, 
especially when near flooded 
washes and riverbeds, 

• Adhere to regulations when 
building or maintaining 
property in a floodplain. 

For residents who may be 
living in a floodplain ; the 

-
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Flood Control District offers 
information on proper permits 
and ways to improve property 
safety in the case of a flood. 

uwe encourage residents to 
obtain floodplain use permits 
so FCD can work with them to 
make sure they locate or move 
barriers on their property, out 
of a potential water flow," three 
Flood Control District staff 
members wrote in response to 
a request for information. ''We 
can afso help educate them 
about anchoring tanks and 
buildings, elevate objects, etc. 
The Floodplain Management 
& Services Division at FCD has 
proper permitting brochures, 
and the FEMA Floodsmart 

• 

site is also a great resource with 

permitting information. FCD 
will visit areas and talk with 
people to guide them.'' 

The Maricopa County 
Flood Control District 
also offers information on 
flood clean~up. See information 

and recommendations 
for residents at \VWW. fed. 

maricopa.gov I citizen . 

The damage caused by last 
yeat's flood is still eviden t 

in some areas of the N ew 
River Wash. Downed trees 

and erosion mark where the 

flood swept through. The 
damage is, however, reported to 
be on the surface. 

"Overall, our understanding 
is tha.t there were no significant 
changes to, the river that 

warranted us to redelineate 
the floodplain," Flood Control 
District staff noted. ''Desert 
rivers naturaUy move a Jot of 
sediment during a rain event; 
some areas were scoured and 
sediment was deposited in other 
areas. The extent of the water 

e 
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was consistent with our existing 
floodplain delineation. That 
means that overallt the water went 
where we thought it would go." 

The F lood Control District 
doesn't specifically handle 
damage to bridges, such as 
the bridges on New River 

Road and the I -17 Frontage 
Road, but they did note that, 
according to their data, the 
bridges were not damaged. 

Flash floods are notoriously 
unpredictable. Having 
provisions stored and having an 

emergency plan in place helps 
residents be prepared for the 
unexpected. 

11\Ve want to get people as 

involved and active as we can/'' 
Schickel, who organizes CERT 
training1 noted. 

Learn more about emergency 
preparedness through the Daisy 
Mountain CERT training. 
The next CERT class starts 
Thursday, Sept. 3, and will be 

held at the Daisy Mountain 
Fire Station #141, located at 
CircJe Mountain and New 
River Roads. The training runs 
for eight weeks and is open 
to anyone who is at least 18 

years o~d. Training is free. The 
classes will be tailored to the 
local community. To register 
or to learn more, contact Paul 
Schickel at (623) 695-1424 or 
Paul.Schickel@DW'D.org. 

• 



• • • 



08191 5 
Arrowhead Media 
Wickenburg Sun 

Cir: 4,086 
Wickenburg , AZ 

Historic review: 
Putting that huge rainstorm in perspective 

Certainly, it doesn't help 
those who were most impact
ed by the deluge of rain that 
fell on Wickenburg on July 18, 
but how could anyone have 
anticipated five inches of rain 
in less than three hours? 

The Wickenburg Sun has 
kept a record of rainfall of 
each month dating back to 
1939 but hasn't been updated 
for the last eight years. That's 
a project we'll nibble away 
at through the next several 
months ... but the history is 
interesting. 

The wettest year since 
1939 (even counting the last 
eight years) was 1965 with 
25.2 inches of rain for that 
12-month period. The most 
amount of rain that fell in any 
one month that year was 5.69 
inches in December (more 
details on that month in a later 
report). 

Then there was 1978, when 
22.2 inches fell- and the wet
test month was November at 
4.53 inches, but more than 
four inches fell in each of the 
first three months that year. 

Then came 1992, when 
20.52 inches fell - and no 
month exceeded four inches. 

In those 76 years, the aver
age rainfall for a year was only 
11.28 inches ... and we've had 
10.87 already recorded this 
year - with more than four 
more months to go. And, of 
course, almost half of that 
10.87 fell within three hours 
of one day. 

Does that put the July 18 
downpour in perspective? 

We all learned that we have 
washes that we never knew 
existed in this community due 
to that deluge. 

With all the finger-pointing 
that went on after the horrific 
damage to some homes on 
July 18, the real focus should 
have been on Mother Nature. 
Yes, a few washes could 
have been better maintained 
. . . and probably would have 
been cleaned up eventually. 
Had any genius anticipated 

Publishtr's 
Ptrsptdivt 

a five-inch downpour in less 
than three hours, Maricopa 
County F1ood Control and the 
Town of Wickenburg would 
have put flood control higher 
on the priority list 

It was so sad watching 
those families who resided on 
El Recreo and Constellation 
roads (behind McDonald's) 
dig their belongings out from 
under inches of mud and silt 
Then there was the downhill 
side of Highway 60, where 
the Aztec Village mobile 
home park was swallowed up 
from the storm runoff. Most 
of those personal belong
ings at those locations were 
destroyed, and the value of 
their homes certainly plum
meted. Several businesses 
were also impacted but 
seemed to have recovered 
quickly. 

It was a reminder of 
Hassayampa River flooding 
that washed away Ray Johns' 
home along Jack Burden 
Road in 2005 in front of hun
dreds of witnesses during 
the Gold Rush Days celebra
tion. And then there were the 
mobile homes swept off their 
foundations and sent down 
river further south during a 
swollen Hassayampa event 

Yes, there were other sig
nificant damages reported all 
around town, but they didn't 
get the attention that those 
along the Powder House and 
Cemetery washes received 
through the statewide media 
sources and local, county and 
state flood control officials. 

As a result of all that dam
age, flood control measures 
certainly will be placed on a 
higher priority at all those 
agencies. But how much time, 

Kevin Cloe 

effort and money should be 
poured into projects to pre
vent July 18 from happening 
again? Should we expected 
another five-inch storm? Not 
reasonable. 

Most cities, counties and 
states attempt to prepare 
for a 100-year flood, but 
Wickenburg Town Manager 
Josh Wright noted that some 
areas in town on July 18 expe
rienced what might be consid
ered a 1,000-year flood. 

Who can reasonably pre
pare for something like that? 

When we bring our rain 
charts up to date, we imagine 
it will paint an incredible pic
ture of how monumental that 
storm on July 18 was in the 
history of our community. It 
should be interesting to hear 
how county and local govern
ment officials assess the dam
age and what recommenda
tions come out of the special 
Town Council meeting next 
Monday, Aug. 24. 

In the meantime, all that 
damage brought back a 
thought that had been tossed 
around Wickenburg for years 
- mostly by the late Garth 
"Brownie" Brown, who made 
several efforts to gain support 
for a Box Canyon Dam, along 
the H ssayampa River north 
of the town limits. Ye'$, som 
of the emphasis of the Box 
Canyon Dam was placed on 
recreational uses, but dams 
certainly have been construct
ed for flood control. 

How much a Box Canyon 
Dam might have limited the 
damage from the July 18 
storm, we will never know. 

But maybe that old propos- ' 
al might be worth bringing to 
the table again. 
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Wright later told The Sun, refer
ring to the entire $1.8 million 
project. "Yes, water will drop in 
the parking lot for now, but hope
fu lly save the gym." 

By Patti Slattery 
Reporter 

The Hassayampa Elementary 
School's round gym will soon 
be saved from floodwaters that 
pour around the structure during 
heavy rains, but the water being 
alleviated from the area will be 
dumped into the school's north 
parking lot. 

Town Council voted Monday 

night to add $60,625 from the 
capital improvement contingency 
fund to a recent grant of $181,875 
from the Flood Control District 
of Maricopa County, beginning 
a $242,500 construction project 
that will place an underground 
cement culvert from along 
Coconino Street from South 
Tegner across Valentine Street 
toward the Hassayampa River. 

According to Town Manager 
Josh Wright, it would cost $1.8 
million to complete the project 
all the way to the river. Because 
of the limited funds, runoff will 
dump into school parking lot. 

Councilman Chris Band ques
tioned dumping water into the 
parking lot, but Councilman 
Kelly Blunt pointed out the area 
is "natural drainage." 

Wright explained to the board 
that because the flooding prob
lem doesn't impact a lot of 
homes, the flood control district 
didn't give the project a high 
rating, and less funding, limiting 
the town's funds to complete the 
drainage way all the way to the 
river. 

"The project is ultimately 
designed to fix all of the issues," 

According to Wright, the Town 
has been working alongside the 
school district, and the district 
is keenly aware of the change in 
flow of runoff water. 

~ 
~ 
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A dust storm moves over the East Valley ahead of a monsoon storm Tuesday afternoon. 

Rain, blowing dust hits Valley 
WELDON B. JOHNSON 
THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL.COM 

The 2015 monsoon might be winding 
down but it still made its presence felt in 
the Phoenix area on Thesday. 

Strong storms made a mess of the eve
ning commute for some residents, bring
ing blowing dust, high winds and locally 
heavy rain to parts of the area. 

The afternoon storms got started 
about 4:30p.m., when National Weather 
Service radar started tracking a strong 
thunderstorm about 30 miles south of Gi
la Bend moving north at 20 mph. By 4:45 
p.m., that storm had spread toward Sun 
Lakes and blew over the southeast Valley 
communities of Chandler, Gilbert, Mesa 
and Apache Junction. An hour later, it 
was the northeast Valley's turn as Para
dise Valley, Scottsdale and Fountain 
Hills got hit with brief, heavy rains. 

By 7 p.m., rain totals from that storm 
included .47 inches near Maricopa, .31 

inches in Ahwatukee, .24 inches near 
downtown Chandler, .28 inches in west 
Mesa and .43 inches near Phoenix-Mesa 
Gateway Airport, according to Maricopa 
County Flood Control District gauges. 

In the northeast Valley, Fountain Hills 
seemed to get the most rain, with .20 
inches by 7 p.m. A gauge at Pinnacle 
Peak recorded .16 inches of rain. 

Another strong storm developed east 
of the Valley. At 5:15 p.m., the National 
Weather Service issued a severe thun
derstorm warning for northeast Marico
pa County and northwest Gila County, 
packing wind gusts up to 55 mph. 

Areas in the path of that storm includ
ed Tonto National Monument, Four 
Peaks, Roosevelt Lake and Dam and 
Apache Lake. Rain totals from that 
storm topped out at about .20 inches in 
several locations. 

Today, look for partly cloudy skies 
with highs from 101 to 106 degrees and a 
20-percent chance of rain. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF INTENT TO REVISE FLOODPLAINS/ 
FLOODWAYS OF SELECTED WATERCOURSES IN THE WICKENBURG 
AREA, INCLUDING AREAS WITHIN THE TOWN OF WICKENBURG 

AND UNINCORPORATED MARICOPA COUNTY, AZ 

The Flood Control District of Maricopa County (District) is conducting a study which 
will result in revisions to several floodplains/flood ways within the Wickenburg Area. The 
study has two particular areas of focus. The first area is bounded on the north by the Mar
icopa County/Yavapai County line, on the south and west by Sol's Wash, and on the east 
by North Rancho Casitas Street. The second area is bounded by the Vulture Mountains 
on the south and west, the Hassayampa River on the east, and the Town of Wickenburg 
on the north. The study is within Township 7 North, Range 4 West, Section 18; Township 
7 North, Range 5 West, Sections 13, 23, 24, 26, 27, and 35; and Township 8 North, Range 
5 West, Section 32. 

The District conducts floodplain and floodway delineation studies to identify and refine 
areas that are subject to inundation by a 100-year flood (one percent chance of occurring 
in any year) . 

Once the study is complete, impacted property owners will be invited to a public meeting 
to review its results. The results will be used by the District or the local jurisdiction to 
regulate development within the floodplain/floodway. The study will be submitted to the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for updating FEMXs Flood Insurance 
Rate Maps (FIRMs) which are used to determine federal flood insurance requirements 
and rates. 

This announcement is intended to inform all interested persons and communities of the 
commencement of this study, to provide citizens with an opportunity to bring any rel
evant technical information to the attention of the District and/or FEMA. This informa
tion will be considered during the course of the study. Your comments should be ad
dressed to Mr. Richard P. Harris at the Flood Control District of Maricopa County, 2801 
West Durango Street, Phoenix, AZ 85009, (602) 506-4528, rph@mail.maricopa.gov . 
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County supervisors approve 
1-10 protective upgrades 

The Maricopa County Supervisors ap
proved two construction contracts to re
habilitate a dam protecting Interstate 10 in 
Buckeye. 

The improvements to the Flood Control 
District's Buckeye Flood Retarding Structure 
protects people, property and infrastruc
ture below the dam. The improvements to 
Buckeye FRS No. 1, located 7. 1 miles from 
State Route 85 west to the Hassayampa 
River, correct several non-emergency dam 
deficiencies. The structure protects seven 
miles of 1-10, a vital link for residents travel
ing to California. 

The upgrade allows FCD officials to 
contract with Coffman Specialties, Inc. to 
improve the central core of the dam in the 
amount of $24.75 million. The approved 
contracts wil l also improve an emergency 
spillway and principal outlet of the dam for 
$11 million. 

The total cost of the improvements is not 
intended to exceed $35.75 million, which is 
less than the approved budget for the up
grades. Funding for the improvements was 
already budgeted for fiscal year 201 6-17. 
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Flood 
• repairs 

Progr.ess slow, 
funding short 
By Kevin Cloe 
Publish.er 

The conditions that caused considerable 
damage during the five-inch rainstorm in 
;Wickenburg on July 18 won't be fixed over
'night, but the Town of Wickenburg and 
Maricopa County Flood Control are begin
.ning to work on short-term remedies. 
f That's what about 50 local residents heard 
.from local and county officials Monday 
night, Aug. 24, during a special meeting of 
the Wickenburg Town Council. 

Retaining walls are being built and washes 
cleaned out - primarily along the Powder 
House Wash along Constellation and El 
Recreo roads -- but major infrastructure 
needs will require funding from sources yet 
unkriown. 

Gregory ] ones, regional planning man
ager for the Maricopa County Flood Control 
District, reported that the district's funds 
are. "extremely tapped" and his department 
would inform town officials when funding 
might become available. 

';'We work with 23 other jurisdictions," 
·he said, "and right now, ot,~r reso urces ar 
stretched thin." 

Wickenburg Town Manager Josh Wright 
added that the flood control district request
ed from its various jurisdictions a li st of 
flood prevention priorities this year and cost . 
estimates. He said those priorities amounted 
to about $2.8 billion and the district had only 

See Flood Page A-2 f 
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spent about $2.3 billion in the past 30 to 40 
yem's. 

"Ih scary," noted Wickenburg Town 
Councilman Everett Sickles. "We need to do 
something right now, but it's not going to hap
pen overnight." 

Both town and county officials said they will 
search for grant possibilities to provide fund
ing for projects that would help prevent future 
flooding. 

About a dozen of the 50 audience members 
addressed the Town Council. Some of them 
praised the government for the work it had 
done immediately after the storm and continu
ing each day, but most of them requested the 

town take a larger view of the flood damage and 
include other damaged parts of the commu
nity in its assessment and repairs - particularly 
along Cemetery Wash. 

Public Works Director Vince Lorefice noted 
areas that were identified with flood dam
age - including Constellation Road, Jack 
Burden/Constellation Road Spillway (behind 
McDonald's), Powder House Wash, Ocotillo 
Cros.sing, South Mariposa, and 323rd Avenue. 

The coup<;_!l Monday night approved th 
emergency expenditure of $228,849.10 from 
its Capital Improvement Fund Contingency to 
cover the cost of the short-term repairs . 

According to resident Drake Sass, the sedi-

ment in Powder House Wash has already been 
reduced to the level it had been 20 years ago. 

Former Town of Wickenburg Public Works 
Director Russell Willis drew the initial applause 
from the audience Monday night when he 
noted how the town government had previously 
maintained the washes in the community, "but 
nothing is happening right now." 

"We're not going to make everyone happy 
right now, but we're work.ing on it," conch!<\c:; 
Mayor John Cook. 

(Editor's note: Watch for more of Willis' com-· 
ments and others' in next week's Wickenburg 
Sun). 
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Jeff Emery of Tempe jumps over a pool of water across Southern Avenue during heavy rains 
in Mesa on Thursday. 

Monsoon storms dump rain 
on parts of Phoenix area 
Calmer conditions likely 
today with a high near 109 

WELDON B. JOHNSON 
THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL.COM 

A slight chance of rain and thunder
storms turned into a certainty for parts 
of the Phoenix area Thursday after
noon. 

The combination of humidity (dew
point temperatures were around 65 de
grees) and temperatures over 100 de
grees early in the afternoon fueled the 
development of monsoon thunder
storms throughout the Valley. The 
storms, which started popping up on 
the outskirts of the Valley at about 2:30 
p.m., brought heavy rain, damaging 
winds and power outages to the area as 
the afternoon progressed. 

Severe thunderstorm warnings 
were issued for parts of the northwest, 
southwest and southeast Valley over 
the course of the afternoon. There were 
reports of damaging winds due to mi
crobursts in the west Valley, as well as 
flooding on U.S. 60 in Tempe that 
slowed traffic during the early parts of 
the evening commute. 

The day started with a 10 percent 
chance of rain in the National Weather 
Service forecast, and conditions came 
together to make the small probability 
pan out. 

NWS meteorologist James Sawtelle 

said outflow boundaries from storms 
that developed on the outskirts of the 
Valley helped form the storms that di
rectly impacted the Phoenix area. 

"The storms grew pretty quickly 
right after lunchtime," Sawtelle said. 
"That's earlier than normal. Normally, 
those outflow boundaries don't start en
croaching on the metro area until late af
ternoon." 

Some of the heaviest rainfall from the 
storms occurred in Tempe, causing lo
calized flooding on the U.S. 60 near the 
Mill Avenue ramps. 

A rain gauge on the south part of Ari
zona State University's campus record
ed 0.98 inches as a severe storm moved 
slowly over that area, according to the 
Weather Service. Other gauges in Tempe 
recorded around a half-inch of rain. 

In the northwest Valley, a gauge just 
west of Surprise recorded 0.87 inches of 
rain. 

Most other parts of the Valley saw be
tween a lOth and a quarter of an inch of 
rain from the storms. 

Things should calm down today. Ex
pect mostly sunny skies, with highs from 
104 to 109 degrees and lows in the 80s. 
There is a slight chance (10 percent) of 
showers or thunderstorms in the eve
ning. 

Saturday should be mostly sunny, 
with highs from 104 to 109 degrees and 
lows in the 80s. 

On Sunday, a slight chance (10 per
cent) of rain returns, with highs from 101 
to 106 degrees. 
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Flood Control District wants your Flood Stories! 
BY COUNCIMAN BILL GATES, COUNCIL DISTRICT 3, CITY OF PHOENIX 

Moon Valley is fortunate to be surrounded by the Phoenix Mountain Preserves 

that provide beautiful scenery and recreational opportunities. However, it also means 

that if the area gets any significant rain, we have a higher likelihood of flooding, as 

we are all aware of every time Coral Gables is closed. September 8'" marked the one 
year anniversary of the storm that brought record-sening rainfall and caused massive 

flooding throughout Phoenix. While the South Mountain area received the brunt of 

that storm, it could have as easily hit District 3. Many of you may have had flooding 

during that storm as well. It's time to share your stories! 
The Maricopa County Flood Control District (FCD), in association with the city 

of Phoenix, is conducting an Area Drainage Master Study in the Upper East Fork 

Cave Creek Watershed. The study area runs from Shaw Butte and North Mountain 

to the south, the CAP Canal to the north, Cave Creek Wash to the west, and roughly 

SR-51 to the east. The study will help locate areas which flood frequently or have 

drainage problems and identify solutions thal will reduce the risk of future flooding. 
This area was last studied 30 years ago when much of the area was undeveloped, 

now the entire area is fully developed and the storm water and drainage improvements 

need to be included. Additionally, FCD has more scientific tools, updated rainfall 

data, and more precise survey information to more accurately identify flood hazards 

and show.how storm water will likely flow. The updated data and the latest drainage 

models will help FCD better identify ways to reduce future localized flooding and 
drainage problems in the study area. FCD will create a new detailed hydrologic model 

that identifies flood prone areas and share this information with neighborhoods in 

high hazard areas to discuss possible solutions to reduce future flooding. 

Your personal flooding stories are needed to compile a comprehensive list of 
known flooding problems. Please share your stories, pictures, and videos to show 

where flooding and drainage issues occur in your neighborhood, business areas, 

streets you use and/or places you go. 

For information or to report a flood, visit ReportaFlood.org. You can also 

contact the FCD Project Manager Burke Lokey at BurkeLokey@mail.maricopa.gov. 

Thank you for your help and as always, please contact my office with questions 

at 602.262.7441 or Council.District.3@phoenix.gov. 

~ 
~~ 
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Flood 
Impact 

Residents asking for 
answers from Town 
By Kevin Cloe 
Publisher 

The floodwaters from the July 
18 storm quickly subsided, but the 
discussion about impacts contin
ued at last week's special meeting 
of the Town Council. Although the 
primary focus was on the damage 
the overflow of the Powder House 
Wash caused during a five-inch, 
two-hour rainstorm, some locals 
want to make sure the Wickenburg 
Town Council and its staff won't 
forget about other parts of the 
community which were severely 
impacted by the storm. 

About 50 residents attended the 
special meeting of the Wickenburg 
Town Council last week, but only a 
dozen addressed the council from 
the podium. 

Former Town of Wickenburg 
Public Works Director Russell 
Willis received the first vociferous 
applause from the audience after 
he pleaded that the town govern
ment adopt regular maintenance 
of the washes in the community. 

"I'm a 70-year member of 
Wickenburg, and the town (gov
ernment) used to help protect the 
community," he said. "Now you're 
acting like a large city, with every-

one on their own." 
He explained that the local gov

ernment should do more than just 
push aroun,d the build-up of sand 
around the washes but rather haul 
the sand away. 

"Nothing is happening now," he 
concluded, followed by the audi
ence's applause. 

Mayor John Cook had arranged 
to meet with Willis and current 
Public Works Director Vince 
Lorefice the following week and 
discuss what can be done, and 
Willis said this week they toured 
the affected washes and surround
ing areas but didn't determine an 
immediate solution. 

While there were some objec
tions at the meeting regarding 
how the town staff handled the 
build-up of sand in the washes, 
some also praised the staff for the 
work it had done during the storm 
and afterwards. 

Mark Hancock, whose family 
owns the Desert Cypress Mobile 
Home and RV Park offJ ack Burden 
Road (behind McDonald's), com
plimented Lorefice and his staff for 
the quick building of a retaining 

See Flood Page A-2 
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wa]J; along the Powder for the county's work on 
Ho se Wash that runs his property to clear off 
adjacent to his park and the mud from the overrun 
the clean-up in the area wash . 
after the storm. Bob Bandera then 

Drake Sass, a local resi- reminded the Town 
dent whose home was Council that other areas of 
impacted by the rain runoff town were severely dam
and mud from the wash, aged by the flooding - pri
suggested the council put marily Cemetery Wash. 
pressure on Maricopa "I think the staff should 
County officials to pro- put together a package 
vide corrective action to of all the areas around 
avoid the flooding in the town that were affect
area. He also praised the ed," he said, explaining 
work of the Public Works how homeowners along 
Department fo r already the Cemetery Wash are 
reducing the level of the now force d to take rough 
sand in the wash to a level access roads (out of the 

·"that it had :..b~en 2Q -y~ar~' -..;::.nE:.ig.hbo.r:he-oQ,s~.,have 
~ .._ ;-.... " ., ,. .,.. -· - - , ~-- ,.. • ~ .._. • r -~-~"- • ~ - ,. ---.,. ._. -· .,. - -.._ • • ! 

ago . some safety issues. THe 
One homeowner simply usual access roads were 

asked for the town gov- damaged in the flo od. 
ernment to help him with Doug Johnson followed 
a $25,000 bill he received with the same concern 

e 

about safe access to his even a flood zone," she 
home and asked the coun- reported. 
cil for temporary relief. "Now we can't even 

John W emesfelder also walk through a doorway 
c;ommended the work of without ducking (because 
the town staff and asked the mud and sand has 
for more attention to built up so high). 
Cemetery Wash and the "I can't rent it or sell 
Lewis addition subdivision it now, and I won't live 
that has previously been there," she added, fight
working with the council ing back tears. "I was told 
to resolve the road issues it would cost $40,000 just · 
there that are on private to have the sand removed. 
property. I'll just have to walk away 

The most emotion- from it." 
al appeal came from El However, she also 
Recreo Road resident expressed her appre
Laura Lemon, who noted ciation fo r the help she 
h er 60-year-old home received from the town 
had been flooded during , .staff ami c9mmunity. · 
storms in three of the past "This is an•, •a-mazing -
four years. place," she said of the 

"This time we lost three Wickenburg community's 
cars and a travel trailer, support. 
and I was told I wasn't Beverly Bodiroga, man-

• 

ager of the Aztec Village 
Mobile Home and RV 
Park that was swamped by 
the Powder House Wash 
runoff when it crossed 
Highway 60 on its way to 
the Hassayampa River, 
requested help from the 
town and county govern
ments in cleaning the 
wash culvert adjacent to 
the park and other chan
nels from the higher eleva
tions across the highway 
that send rainwater runoff 
onto the park's property. 

She wanted a clarifica
tion of whose responsibil
ity it is to keep the culvert 
and channels clean. 

Again ; Mayor Cook , 
instructed Lorefice to 
assess the situation and 
report back with his find~ 

ings. 
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The disaster that ripped apart a 
Mesa neighborhood was driven by 
both nature and human decisions. 
Could it happen again? 

MARIA POLLETT A AND SEAN HOLSTEGE 
THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL.COM 

In Karen Gleason's mind, the storm was long over. 
She'd heard about it all week, as meteorologists 

tracked Hurricane Norbert's march up the West Coast 
and forecast its collision with the still-potent dregs of 
Arizona's fading monsoon. 

She'd heard about it that morning, as television 
channels cycled through endless shots of cars floating 
down flooded freeways, their shell-shocked drivers 
clinging to emergency responders. 

She, like other parents of Keller Elementary stu
dents in Mesa, had opted to keep her daughter home 
through the worst of the Sept. 8 downpour. 

But by early afternoon, the sky had been peaceful 
for hours, and Karen was comfortably curled up on 
the living-room couch folding laundry and watching 
afternoon TV as then-10-year-old Sofia caught another 
show in the bedroom. 

Ready to tackle the next chore, the 52-year-old put 
one bare foot down on the rug below and felt a squish. 

That's strange, she thought. Had she spilled some-
thing? 

The wet patches she saw spreading across the car-
pet didn't make sense. 

See FLOOD, Page 10A 

TOP: Karen Gleason and her daughter, Sofia Ochoa, were unable to live in 
their Mesa home for six months after floodwaters inundated their 
neighborhood in the Emerald Acres area on Sept. 8, 2014. ABOVE: Residents 
and friends wade through a neighborhood near Stapley Drive and U.S. 60 
the day after the flood. PHOTOS BY DAVID WALLACE!THE REPUBLIC 

The county's flood control district reported that enough rain fell on Maricopa 
County on Sept. 8, 2014, to nearly fill Bartlett and Horseshoe lakes combined. 
On a scale of 10, the county agency rated the storm severity at 8.8, just shy of 

the "devastating" category 9. 

Coming Tuesday: Cody and Joni Phelps were expecting a baby when the 
historic storm flooded their duplex. 

Online: For then-and-now photos, videos and more, go to azcentral.com. 
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Neit;her did the water 
that had begun to seep 
slowly, · then swiftly, 
across the living room and 
into every other room of 
Karen's one-story home 
just north of U.S. 60, 
blocks away from Mesa's 
Emerald Park. 

The truth - that the 
greatest damage caused 
by the morning's record
breaking deluge didn't ar
rive until after the storm 
had ended and the sun was 
out - would be just as in
comprehensible for al
most 200 of her neighbors. 

I They watched helplessly 
as rising floodwaters 

I from the overflowing Em-

1 

erald Park basin ravaged 
their homes. 

The finger-pointing be
gan even before the 

I 
murky water had receded, 
a process formalized in a 
yet-unresolved lawsuit 

I 
homeowners filed against 
the city, state and the Ari
zona Department of 
Transportation. 

Tracing the exact flow 
j of the water that swamped 
the Emerald Acres area 
that day is nearly impossi
ble. But a yearlong Arizo
na Republic review of 
thousands of pages of en
gineering records, main
tenance logs, reports, 
analyses, e-mails and pho
tos from Mesa and ADOT 
shows how human deci-

J 

sions helped set the stage 
for the disaster. 

Two top the list. First, 
the 1970s-era drainage 
system fashioned to man
age runoff alongside the 

1 U.S. 60 was built to a stan
dard less stringent than 
what is recommended to-

1 
day. And the layout of the 
area, with its low-set 
houses and terrain partly 
graded against the larger 
region's natural slope, in 
extreme cases causes wa
ter to back up rather than 
drain away quickly. 

Experts who reviewed 
the events agree the type 
of storm that can cause a 
catastrophe like the one 
seen last September is 
rare - a one-in-1,000 
chance in any given year 
- but clearly possible. 

With the lawsuit pend
ing, city and state officials 
remain mostly unwilling 
to comment on their roles 

I in the flood. Documents 
I from this spring show Me-

l sa applied for and secured 
county funding to help fi
nance flood-control im
provements in the neigh
borhood, but without more 
information from the city, 
it's unclear how effective 
those upgrades will be -
and construction isn't an
ticipated to begin until 
next year. 

What is clear, experts 
say, is that without a dra
matic overhaul of the 
area's drainage system or 
a fresh plan to temper its 
shortcomings, the kind of 
flood that wrecked Karen 
Gleason's neighborhood 
will happen again. 

••• 
1 In the 1970s, as ADOT 

worked to extenq the Su
perstition Freeway 

I through Mesa, engineers 
knew the berm planned 
alongside it would act as a 
dam during heavy storms. 

They designed an inter-
locking system of reten-

1 

tion basins, canals, pumps, 
spillways and small diver
sion dams to prevent un
manageable backups of 

\ rainwater on properties to 
1 the north. 

1 
If water pooled on the 

freeway, ADOT could 
quickly pump it into a 
channel parallel to the 60. 
Meanwhile, city storm 
drains would send water 
to basins along the free-

1 way. Depending who had 
available space, Mesa I could direct water from 
its basins into ADOT's ca

l nal and vice versa. 
The concept - which 

would keep water off the 
freeway, out of homes and 
available to parks for irri
gation - was sound. But 
when it came to the sys
tem's dimensions, engi
neers did not plan for 
storms capable of dump
ing the volume of water I that hit Mesa last Septem-
ber. 

I 
They used a "SO-year 

storm" benchmark, which 
federal disaster experts 
had already deemed out-

1 dated. And it appears they 

misunderstood even that 
baseline. 

"A SO-year storm is by 
definition an almost once
in-a-lifetime event," engi
neers wrote in a 197S re
port prepared for the 
state. "The chances two 
such storms take place in 
quick succession seem in
estimably small." 

But a SO-year storm is 
not, by definition, a storm 
that happens only once ev
ery SO years. A SO-year 
storm is one that has a one
in-SO, or 2 percent, chance 
of happening in any given 
year. 

And while a SO-year 
storm doesn't always gen
erate a SO-year flood -
other factors such as soil 
saturation contribute -
the two ideas are directly 
linked. The SO-year flood 
standard refers to floods 
with a 2 percent chance 
any year. 

In 1973, the National 
Flood Insurance Program 
had set a 100-year flood
that is, a 1 percent chance 
in any year - as the stan
dard for federal disaster
relief and preparedness 
funding, as well as insur
ance underwriting. Feder
al agencies use the same 
minimum today. 

It's not easy or cheap to 
overhaul an insufficient 
drainage network, but ag
gressive monitoring and 
advanced technology can 
sometimes bolster outdat
ed infrastructure. In sys
tems in other states, for in
stance, gates that control 
water flow can be pro
grammed to open and 
close automatically, and 
gauges can monitor water 
levels and flows. 

In Mesa, city and state 
officials primarily use 
their eyes and hands to 
control the system. 

City inspection records 
show a Mesa employee 
making regular rounds 
checked on the Emerald 
Park basin the day before 
the flood. A detailed re
port was not available, but 
the absence of work or
ders issued that day sug
gests the inspector 
deemed everything in 
working order. 

A day later, the park 
was underwater, and the 
flood was creeping be
neath Karen Gleason's 
front door. 

••• 
Her feet planted in the 

damp carpet, Karen 
looked across the room 
and saw the baffling 
stream of water begin to 
rush in more rapidly. 

She sprinted to the 
bathroom and grabbed the 
thickest towel she could 
find. She hurried back to 
jam it under the door, try
ing to hold off what was 
quickly becoming a tor
rent of dingy water. 

She raced to the kitch
en next, slamming closed 
the sliding doors that led 
to a sunken patio. 

Still not grasping what 
was happening, she ran to 
the hall way, thinking she 
would seal the doors to the 
bedrooms, bathroom and 
office. 

The doors would be no 
use. Rivulets were al
ready unfurling across 
carpets and reaching up 
the walls of every room. 

Water kept coming. 
There wasn't much 

more she could do inside, 
so she decided to see what 
was going on outside. 

She opened the front 
door to a scene her "brain 
didn't quite get." 

Karen's cul-de-sac and 
yard were submerged in 2 
to 3 feet of muddy water, 
her partly soaked neigh
bors scattered like buoys 
throughout the street. 

••• 
Like the infrastructure 

nearby, the neighborhood 
hit hardest in the Septem
ber flood - a subdivision 
called Emerald Acres and 
other lots west of Emerald 
Park - was mostly built 
during the 1970s. 

Most houses are simple 
one-story ranches or clus
tered patio homes. Some 
working-and middle-class 
residents have lived there 
for three decades or more. 

According to a report 
ADOT commissioned to 
analyze the flood, the 
foundations of homes in 
the area are elevated only 
a few inches above the 
street curb, likely because 
they were constructed 
when building codes were 
more lax. This heightens 
flood r isks. The current 

DAVID WALLACE/THE REPUBLIC 

With an insurance claim denied, Karen Gleason and daughter Sofia were able to fix their flood
damaged home with help from community volunteers who replaced drywall and flooring. 

standard in Mesa and else
where is at least 12 inches. 

The Emerald Acres 
area is not unique; other 
older or unincorporated 
neighborhoods in the Val
ley don't meet modern
day elevation minimums. 

So Karen's neighbor
hood might not have fared 
so miserably, were it not 
for the fact that parts of 
the area were graded 
against Mesa's natural 
east-to-west slope. 

Water droplets that fall 
on the east side of town 
typically flow west. But in 
the area around Emerald 
Park, the report says, the 
neighborhood is graded 
like a bowl. 

The Emerald Acres 
area can manage ordinary 
storms, as that bowl 
drains into the park and 
nearby basins. When a 
huge amount of water en
ters the zone, though, the 
water fills the bowl. And it 
keeps rising until it gets 
high enough to spill over 

the edges. 
The ADOT report 

plainly describes the phe
nomenon: 

"When the capacity of 
the Emerald Park Basin is 
exceeded (and) storm wa
ter overtops Harris Drive 
and flows into the Emer
ald Acres (area), the sub
division may be inundated 
by several feet of storm 
water before it can 'break 
out,"' it says. "The grading 
of the development, adja
cent roadways, and the 
land adjacent to the US 60 
channel determine the ex
tent of the ponding." 

When the "ponding," or 
pooling of water, is severe 
as it was Sept. 8, there's no 
explici~ plan regarding 
what to do. 

••• 
Surveying the spread

ing swamp around her, 
Karen still had no idea 
where the water was com
ing from. None of her 
neighbors understood yet, 

either. 
As her daughter joined 

her outside, Karen started 
to fret about what might 
be in the water. More 
scraps and debris were 
gliding across her yard 
and into her home, and her 
next concern was about 
the mold that might come 
once the water was gone. 

It's only a matter of 
time until the city helps 
us, she thought. 

When Karen and Sofia 
walked back inside, the 
water was 6 inches deep
belly-high for their black
and-tan Chihuahua, Iggy, 
and shaggy West High
land white terrier, Walter. 
They scooped up the dogs 
and perched them on the 
furniture. 

As the minutes ticked 
by, Karen's panic ebbed 
and she began to focus. 

She found the insur
ance documents she could 
salvage. She grabbed her 
phone. She climbed onto 
the raised sleigh bed in 

) 

Drainage standards in 
Mesa 

A system of retention 
basins, canals, and pumps 
was built to keep water off 
the freeway, out of homes 
and available to local parks 
for irrigation. 

Engineers had to calibrate 
the system's capacity to some 
predicted level of rainfall, but 
did not plan for storms with 
the volume of water that hit { 
Mesa last September. Much 
of Mesa's system was de
signed to lesser standards, for 
2- and 10-year storms. 

And because of a lack of 
gauges, engineers could not 
estimate how quickly t he 
basins were fi ll ing up. In the 
year since the flood, Mesa has 
installed cameras to help 
monitor water flow in real 
t ime. 

her bedroom, where Sofia' 
was already sitting, and 
started dialing. 

She called her home
owner's insurance to re
port the crisis. 

She called a niece liv
ing nearby to see if she 
could take the pair in for 
the night. 

Knowing her neighbor, 
Tim, was already contact
ing the city for help and an 
explanation, she left that 
call to him. 

For hours, she waited. 

••• 
Mesa and ADOT offi

cials, too, thought the 
chaos of the morning 
storm was behind them 
when the inundation of the 
Emerald Acres area be
gan . 

By lunchtime, they had 
responded to hundreds of 
emergency calls. But 
when a local television re
porter called and alerted 

Continued on Next Page 
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REBUILDING WHAT THE 
WATERS SWEPT AWAY 
PARKER LEAVITT THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL.COM 

The more-obvious signs of disaster faded from Do
ran Street long ago, when the murky water receded 
and debris-filled dumpsters were carted away. 

Inside the Phelps home, however, the physical and 
psychological effects of last year's disastrous rain
storm still linger - in missing baseboards, sleepless 
nights and jittery nerves. 

Cody and Joni Phelps were among the hardest hit 
last Sept. 8, when a monster storm soaked parts of the 
Valley with 5 inches of rain, turning Interstate 10 into 
a lake and flooding hundreds of homes. 

Joni, who was eight months pregnant, had to be 
floated from her duplex near Stapley Drive and South
ern Avenue in Mesa and down the street to safety. 

The couple had just spent $11,000 - financed 
through a second mortgage - to dress up their mod
est home for the baby. Heartbroken, they watched as 
the flood ruined brand-new floors and a mocha-col
ored nursery, accented with pink, yellow and green 
flowers. 

After Dani LeAnn was born three weeks later, the 

See FLOOD, Page 9A 

PATRICK BREEN/THE REPUBLIC 

A year ago, record rainfall flooded neighborhoods in Mesa 
(top), leaving people like Cody and Joni Phelps (above), with 
their children Dani and Robert. struggling to recover and pick 
up the pieces from the storm's damage. 



I 

COURTESY OF 12NEWS 

Major flooding closes the U.S. 60 and Meridian Road intersection at the Mesa-Apache Junction border during last year's historic rains. 

Flood 
Continued from Page 1A 

family found itself living in a recovery 
zone, surrounded by concrete floors and 
very little furniture. 

Much has changed in a year. 
Bright-eyed baby Dani, now 11 

months old, happily scoots across new vi
nyl floors, patterned after the cherry 
laminate destroyed by the flood. 

The couple's 9-year-old son, Robert, 
lounges on their salvaged couch, which 
is back in a fully furnished living room. 

Cody says the family is closer and his 
marriage stronger. Joni agrees. Stress 
can bring out the worst and best in peo
ple, but they've weathered it all. 

"It's easy to be married when every
thing is good financially, emotionally, 
physically, but that's not all what mar
riage is," Joni said. "It's about the hard 
times, pulling together and making sure 
we as a whole are good, even if every
thing else isn't." 

But the trauma leaves unwanted 
scars, too. Despite appearances, life isn't 
exactly back to normal. 

The Phelps family still gets nervous 
whenever it rains. If it's coming down 
hard enough, Joni sends her husband to 
check for rising water in the park. They 
have sandbags ready in their backyard. 

"I noticed you don't watch those 
home-improvement shows anymore," 
Cody tells his wife, smiling. 

"I don't think that's funny," she fires 
back with a chuckle. "Before the flood, I 
used to watch HGTV all the time. I'd 
think, 'Ooh, awesome remodel.' And now 
... no, never." 

Home repair has indeed taken a back 
seat to raising two children. The base
boards are still missing, as are the closet 
doors, which soaked up the floodwater 
like sponges. A patch of repaired drywall 
still needs paint. 

Cody hopes to finish the last of the 
home-repair projects soon. Then, they 
plan to sell and move, seeking a clean 
late and bigger living space close to 

family in Queen Creek. 
Their Mesa duplex - the first home 

DAVID WALLACEfTHE REPUBLIC 

Joni Phelps was eight months pregnant with her daughter Dani when the Sept. 8, 2014, rains 
hit. She had to be floated down the street to safety from her flooded duplex in Mesa. 

Volunteers provide needed help 

Fixing up the Phelps home and the Mesa neighborhood flooded last year has truly 
been a community effort. 

Volunteers scoured the area in the days following the flood, hauling away trash and 
debris. Home Depot delivered free buckets by the truckload and donated gift cards 
worth as much as $500. 

Workers from R&K Building Supplies built new shelving for the Phelpses' garage, 
while members of Redemption Church in Gilbert delivered meals and painted drywall. 

"To see how many people just stepped up, people we never knew, who donated 
help or volunteered time," Joni Phelps said. "It's really nice to see there are still selfless 
people." 

they've owned together - now feels 
tainted, they said. "I'm sure this will be a 
great house for someone else," Joni said. 
"Just when you have those negative 
memories, it's hard." 

Like a new car damaged in an acci
dent, "it feels ruined even though it's 
fixed," Cody said. 

Still, the couple are confident they'll 
find a buyer. The duplex attached to 

theirs sold and closed in just one month 
last spring. 

But first, they plan to celebrate one 
year of post-flood life this week at Dis
neyland, a well-earned first vacation 
since the storm. 

Then it will be back to making new 
family memories. Preferably ones that 
don't involve a sump pump, a life raft 
and soggy drywall. 
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Lessons learned from Phoenix flood a year ago 
GREMLYN WADDELL 
SPECIAL FOR THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL.COM 

Remember what happened nearly a 
year ago? 

The Sept. 8, 2014, storm in the metro 
Phoenix area that left homes flooded, 
washed away roads, closed schools for 
the day and stranded vehicles? 

Daniel Henz, a meteorologist with the 
Flood Control District of Maricopa 
County, said within the span of six hours 
that morning, 261,000 acre feet of water 
-or roughly 2 to 21':! inches- fell on the 
urban corridor. Much of the city was af
fected, including the I-17, the I-10, the 
U.S. 60 and the Loop 101, not to mention 
countless neighborhoods where muddy 
water damaged ceilings, walls and 
floors. 

"To turn that into a number people can 
more easily understand," Henz said, 
"that's 85 billion gallons of water, enough 
to fill Bartlett Lake and Horseshoe Lake, 
combined. That's nearly a half year's wa
ter supply for urban Phoenix. It's just a 
lot of water." 

Indeed, the storm report produced by 
the district's Alert Team states that, ac
cording to the National Weather Service 
office in Phoenix, Sept. 8 saw "3.30 inch
es of rain at Phoenix Sky Harbor airport, 
which was the most rain ever recorded 
on a calendar day in its nearly 115-year 
period of record. Other locations across 
central portions of the county registered 
even greater totals with upwards of 4.00-
5.50 (inches)." 

Now, what many of us have forgotten 
is that there were several other flooding 
events leading up to that big day. Henz 

FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT OF MARICOPA COUNTY 

This home near 47th Avenue and Estrella 
Street shows some of the damage caused by 
the Sept. 8, 2014, flood in the Phoenix area. 

said there was the Aug. 12 storm that hit 
the South Mountain area, the Aug. 19 
storm centered over the I-17 corridor 
heading north out of Phoenix and even a 
Sept. 27 soaking that's known as the "for
gotten storm" because so many other 
events hogged the headlines. 

"Those were some pretty big events, 
and they were unusual for the monsoon 
season because the flooding tends to be 
more in the winter months," he said. "We 
thought the Aug.19th storm would be the 
last big event of that season, but it 
wasn't. It was an unusually long monsoon 
season last year, and what was unique 
about Sept. 8 is that it wasn't just a typ
ical monsoon event. There were rem
nants of Hurricane Norbert that provid
ed tropical moisture and an unseason
ably early trough off the coast of Califor
nia, so it became this organized, large 
scale event." 

Will history repeat itself? 

That's anyone's guess, Henz said, but 
"the science shows there are no guaran
tees." 

While rainfall amounts for Phoenix 
are currently average to below average, 
there is said to be a strong El Nifio event 
unfolding that could spell trouble for the 
West Coast along with good chances for 
above-average rainfall locally. 

If nothing else, last year served as a 
wake-up call for residents to be prepared 
in the event of a flood- even though do
ing may seem odd for desert dwellers -
and folks should be taking precautionary 
measures now. 

Anna Johnson, communications offi
cer for the Flood Control District, said 
reaching out to the agency is a great way 
to start. Staff members encourage 
homeowners to obtain floodplain use 
permits and will work with them to make 
sure they locate or move barriers out of a 
potential water flow area on their prop
erty. 

"We can also help educate them about 
anchoring tanks and buildings, elevating 
objects, etc.," Johnson said. "The Flood
plain Management and Service Division 
at FCD also has proper permitting bro
chures, and FCD staff will visit areas and 
talk with people to guide them about 
what to do." 

After all, homes and larger structures 
that have been built in accordance with 
floodplain regulations are better posi
tioned for reduced risk, according to 
Kelli Sertich, Floodplain Management 
and Services Division manager at FCD. 

"A property may have a lot of water, 
but the home may not get flooded," she 
said, adding that FMS staffers can let 

homeowners know if their homes have 
been built per the regulations. "Resi
dents who live in floodplains can enjoy 
their property safely, but they need to be 
aware, to learn to live with water and to 
be 'flood smart.' We encourage people to 
purchase flood insurance inside the 
floodplain and out." 

So, how exactly does one become 
"flood smart?" Probably the easiest way 
is to visit floodsmart.gov and heed the 
tips. They'll include such things, Sertich 
said, as: 

n Find out where your property is in 
relation to floodplains, mountainous 
areas that drain rapidly, low areas, etc., 
so that you understand what kind of 
flooding can occur in your area. 

n Observe conditions that could in
crease flooding near your home (Has it 
rained a lot lately and the ground has al
ready become saturated? This lowers 
the ground's ability to hold additional 
water. Where has your property or street 
'ponded' water in past storms? 

n Use the FCD's mobile app to check 
storm warnings and rainfall amounts. 

n Check your property regularly to 
assure fences and culverts are clear of 
debris. If you live on a wash, keep vege
tation trimmed back. 

>> Anchor any items that could float 
away and/or cause damage to your prop
erty. Move trailers and other non-an
chored items to the higher parts of your 
property. 

>> Store valuable items up high in your 
home and in the garage; use water-tight 
containers when possible. 

>> Remember, when a flash flood hits, 
there is very little time to react. 
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Drainage project affects 
traffic in Peoria, Surprise 

STAFF REPORT 

Weekend traffic restric
tions will be in place along 
115th Avenue beginning 9 
p.m. Friday so that u tili
ty relocation may begin for 
the 115th Avenue and Union 
Hills Drive drainage nnprove
ments project. 

The following road closures 
will be in place and are sched
uled to be removed by 6 a.m. 
Monday: 

• 115th Avenue north and 
sou h bound lanes from 
Beardsley Road to Union 
Hills Drive; 

• 115thAvenue northbound 
lanes \¥ill be closed north of 
the Avenue of the Arts. 

The same restrictions 
will be in place the follow
ing weekend, 9 p.m. Sept.l8 
to 6 a.m. Sept. 21 

Motorists should consid
er utilizing alternate routes, 

such as 99th Avenue, during 
the weekend closures. 

The 115th Avenue and 
Union Hills Drive drainage 
improvement project is a 
partnership between the 
Flood Control District of 
Maricopa County, the cities 
of Surprise and Peoria and 
be lvfuricopa Cmmty Depart

ment of Transportation. 
The main goal of the proj

ect is to intercept flood wa-

ter that enters the communi
ties adjacent to 115thAvenue 
from the northeast and car
ry the water to the Agua 
Fria River via existing and 
improved changes and/or 
storm drains. The project 
is designed for the 100-year 
storm event. 
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Hundreds of homes in Mesa were without 
power after Aug. 29 storm, SRP reports 

A Saturday, Aug. 29, monsoon storm 
snapped power poles in west Mesa and 
left hundreds of people without power. 

"Storm update: We have 13,000 cus
tomers without power, and poles down 
near Southern and Stapley in the E. Val
ley," Salt River Project reported at 9:27 
p.m. Aug. 29 on Twitter at @SRPconnect. 

At 10:11 p.m., SRP Tweeted that the 
number had been reduced to 9,300 cus
tomers." 

As of 7:30 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 30, there 
were 62 homes without power from the 
winds and storm that swept through the 
Phoenix metropolitan area. 

Power poles were down in the area of 
Val Vista Drive to Gilbert Road and Broad
way Road to University Drive, according 
to the SRP outage website at https://my
account.srpnet.com/myaccount/outages/ 
public. SRP crews were working to re
store power as quickly as possible to the 
62 homes there, according to the website. 

The power had been off since 7:46:25 
p.m. for six homes and 7:57:18 p.m. for 
56 homes, according to the website. 

National Weather Service reported 
that wind gusts of up to 24 mph were re
ported at 8:03 p.m. Aug. 29 in east Mesa 
and 34 mph in west southwest Mesa at 
7:10p.m . 

Weather reports from trained spotters, 
according to the NWS, included: 

• 8 p.m. Aug. 29, wind damage: five to 
six powers lines blown down, with half
inch hail and tiles in the road in "WSW 
Mesa." 

•8 p.m. Aug. 29, flooding: a National 
Weather Service employee reported 
flooding on the roadway on Broadway 
between Lindsay and Gilbert roads. Also, 
pea-sized hail reported -and winds ap: 
proximately 50 to 60 knots, or, according 
to a conversion table by the Storm Predic
tion Center at http://www.srh.noaa.gov, 
58 to 69 miles per hour. 

Rainfall from the storm (by place, one 
hour and 24 hours) was, according to the 
NWS: 

• Fitch Park in Mesa, 0.16 .and 0.35 
inches. 

• Kleinman Park in Mesa, 0.39; 0.39 
inches. 

• Mesa Tower in Mesa, 0.20; 0.20 inch-
es. 

• Mountain View Park in Mesa, 0.35; 
0.39 inches. 

• Powerline Floodway in Mesa, 0.00; 
0.31 inches. 

• Price drain at Loop 202 in Mesa, 0.59; 
0.59 inches. 
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CONSTRUCTION 

Drainage project 
affects traffic in 
Peoria, Surprise 

STAFF REPoRT 

Weekend traffic restrictions 
are in place along 115th Ave
nue beginning so that utility 
relocation may begin for the 
115th Avenue and Union Hills 
Drive cirainagB improvements 
project. 

The following road closures 
will be in place and are sched
uled to be removed by 6 am 
Monday: 

• 115th Avenue north and 
south bound lanes from 
Beardsley Road to Union 
Hills Drive; 

•115th Avenue northbound 
lanes will be closed north of / 

the Avenue of the Arts. 
The same restrictions will 

be in place the following week
end, 9 p.m Sept. 18 to 6 a.m. 
Sept. 21. 

Motorists should consid
er utilizing alternate routes, 
such as 99th Avenue, during 
the weekend closures. 

Thell5thAvenueand Union 
Hills Drive drainage improve
ment project is a partnership 
between the Flood Control 
District of Maricopa County, 
the cities of Surprise and Peo
ria and the Maricopa Coun
ty Department of Transpor
tation. 
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Gilbert, Chandl r add 
homes to floodplain 
Insurance will be required for 275 properties 

JESSICA BOEHM 
THE REPUBLIC I AZCENTRAL.COM 

Approximately 275 Chandler and Gil
bert property owners will be required to 
purchase flood insurance beginning in 
November, when their homes are added 
to a high-risk flood zone. 

A 10-year study by the two municipal
ities, along with the Maricopa County 
F1ood Control District and the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, used 
new technology to better determine 
which areas are at risk of flooding. 

"There were some areas in both of our 
communities where the mapping was 
sketchy at best, and there were new tech
nical methods to go in and do more of a 
comprehensive update," said Tom Con
dit, development engineer for the Town 
of Gilbert. 

About 250 Gilbert properties around 
the Eastern and Consolidated Canals and 
the Union Pacific Railroad tracks will 
enter the floodplain when the new maps 
take effect on November 4. And nearly 
300 properties will leave the floodplain, 
thanks to the update. Chandler will see 
only about 25 land parcels added to flood
plain, and 335 removed. 

"Some people will be excited about 
the news, and others may not," Condit 
said. "We just want to make sure every
one is protected, and this is the best data 
we have." 

Kathryn Gross, senior hydrologist 
with the Maricopa County Flood Control 
District, said the Gilbert and Chandler 
areas drain from higher ground in the 
east to lower ground in the west, but ca
nals and other features positioned at a 
higher elevation become barriers when 
water is trying to drain. 

"Water's being stopped by these man
made features and could pose a flood 
threat," she said. 

Laurie Bearce has lived in Cooper 
Ranch, a neighborhood northeast of the 
Union Pacific Railroad tracks and Coop
er Road, for eight years. Her home will 
be added to the floodplain in November. 

Bearce said it seemed "unusual" for 
her home to be considered at-risk for 
~ooding seemingly out of the blue, espe
ctally because the neighborhood hasn't 
had any significant flooding issues. 

"The rain runs off the roof and into 

CARLOS CHAVEZ/THE REPUBLIC 

Mercedes Kim, 30, of Chandler reacts after her 
car got stuck in the water on Monday, Sept. 8, 
2014, after record rainfall in the Valley. 

the street and drains like it's supposed 
to," she said. "Even the really big storms, 
we've never had standing water more 
than a day after." 

But Bearce and many of her neigh
bors will now be forced to purchase flood 
insurance. All federally-backed loans re
quire property in high-risk flood areas to 
carry insurance. 

Edie Lohmann, FEMA national flood 
insurance specialist, said owners of new
ly impacted properties should purchase 
a preferred risk policy before the new 
maps go into effect. Coverage purchased 
before November 4 will range from $137 
to $405 per year for a single-family 
home. 

"Not only is it the easiest thing for 
them to do, it's the cheapest thing for 
them to do, and it may provide them with 
some benefits down the road as far as 
their premium goes," Lohmann said. 

After November 4, newly impacted 
pr9perty owners will have a one-year pe
riod to secure flood insurance at a dis
counted rate, between $165 and $445. 

See FLOODPLAIN, Page 5 

Floodplain 
Continued from Page 4 

Residents who choose not to purchase in
surance until after Novembel' 2016 will 
see a steep price hike, from about $1,300 
to $2,500 

Chandler and Gilbert residents al-
ready get a 15 and 10 percent discount on 
flood insurance respectively thanks to 
the municipalities' involvement in 
FEMA's Community Rating System. 
Chandler and Gilbert have taken volun
tary precautionary steps to prevent 
flood damage, which secures a discount 
for residents. 

"They're doing more from a safety 
and soundness perspective to keep prop
erty owners safe and out out of harm's 
way," Lohmann said. 

Residents impacted by the new flood
plain maps will be notified by mail this 
month, Condit said. Informational meet
ings will be held Sept. 22 from 6 to 8 p.m. 
at the Southeast Regional Library in Gil
bert and Sept. 30 from 5:30 to 7:30p.m. at 
the Chandler Downtown Library. 

Condit cautioned that although it may 
seem like flooding is improbable in the 
Valley, every area has the potential. Con-

"There were some areas in 

both of our communities 

where the mapping was 

sketchy at best." 

TOM CONDIT 
DEVELOPMENT ENGINE, TOWN OF GILBERT 

dit pointed to the extreme weather event 
a year ago that drenched the Phoenix 
metro area and flooded parts of the East 
Valley. 

"Yes, it's a beautiful place to live and 
it's sunny 300 days out of the year but we 
just have to be prepared for those unusu
al events that happen only once in a blue 
moon," he said. "We just don't want peo
ple to get flooded out, we want to protect 
people's property in that way." 

Gross, with the county F1ood Control 
District, echoed Condit's caution and 
also warned that there are retention ba
sins and other areas in the Valley that 
may not be a part of a flood map, but still 
carry the potential for a flood risk. 

"There are localized hazards that may 
not be mapped but they still are real and 
citizens should take those into consider
ation as well," Gross said. 
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High-risk flood zones 
redrawn in two cities 
Property owners will face 
insurance requirements 

JESSICA BOEHM 
THE REPUBLIC I AZCENTRAL.COM 

Approximately 275 Chandler and Gil
bert property owners will be required to 
purchase flood insurance beginning in 
November, when their homes are added 
to a high-risk flood zone. 

A 10-year study by the two municipal
ities, along with the Maricopa County 
Flood Control District and the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, used 
new technology to better determine 
which areas are at risk of flooding. 

"There were some areas in both of our 
communities where the mapping was 
sketchy at best, and there were new tech
nical methods to go in and do more of a 
comprehensive update," said Tom Con
dit, development engineer for the Town 
of Gilbert. 

About 250 Gilbert properties around 
the Eastern and Consolidated Canals and 
the Union Pacific Railroad tracks will 
enter the floodplain when the new maps 
take effect on November 4. And nearly 
300 properties will leave the floodplain, 
thanks to the update. Chandler will see 
only about 25land parcels added to flood
plain, and 335 removed. 

"Some people will be excited about 
the news, and others may not," Condit 
said. "We just want to make sure every
one is protected, and this is the best data 
we have." 

Kathryn Gross, senior hydrologist 
with the Maricopa County Flood Control 
District, said the Gilbert and Chandler 
areas drain from higher ground in the 
east to lower ground in the west, but ca
nals and other features positioned at a 
higher elevation become barriers when 
water is trying to drain. 

"Water's being stopped by these man
made features and could pose a flood 
threat," she said. 

Laurie Bearce has lived in Cooper 
Ranch, a neighborhood northeast of the 
Union Pacific Railroad tracks and Coop
er Road, for eight years. Her home will 
be added to the floodplain in November. 

Bearce said it seemed "unusual" for 
her home to be considered at-risk for 
flooding seemingly out of the blue, espe
cially because the neighborhood hasn't 
had any significant flooding issues. 

"The rain runs off the roof and into 
the street and drains like it's supposed 
to," she said. 

CARLOS CHAVEZ/THE REPUBLIC 

Mercedes Kim, 30, of Chandler reacts after her 
car got stuck in the water after record rainfall 
in the Valley on Sept. 8, 2014. 

But Bearce and many of her neigh
bors will now be forced to purchase flood 
insurance. All federally-backed loans re
quire property in high-risk flood areas to 
carry insurance. 

Edie Lohmann, FEMA national flood 
insurance specialist, said owners of new
ly impacted properties should purchase 
a preferred risk policy before the new 
maps go into effect. Coverage purchased 
before November 4 will range from $137 
to $405 per year for a single-family 
home. 

"Not only is it the easiest thing for 
them to do, it's the cheapest thing for 
them to do, and it may provide them with 
some benefits down the road as far as 
their premium goes," Lohmann said. 

After November 4, newly impacted 
property owners will have a one-year pe
riod to secure flood insurance at a dis
counted rate, between $165 and $445. 
Residents who choose not to purchase in
surance until after November 2016 will 
see a steep price hike, from about $1,300 
to $2,500 

Chandler and Gilbert residents al
ready get a 15 and 10 percent discount on 
flood insurance respectively thanks to 
the municipalities' involvement in 
FEMA's Community Rating System. 
Chandler and Gilbert have taken volun
tary precautionary steps to prevent 
flood damage, which secures a discount 
for residents. 

Residents impacted by the new flood
plain maps will be notified by mail this 
month, Condit said. 
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The Associated Press 
A tractor trailer navigates th rough a section of State Route 238 
between Gila Bend and Maricopa that remains closed due to flooding. 

1\tionsoon· closes elementary 
school, strands vehicles 

BUCKEYE (AP)- An ele
mentary school in a Phoertix 

. suburb was closed Mon
day because of power-line 
damage from an overnight 
storm that trapped drivers 
on flooded roads south of 
the metro area. 

The buildings of Liberty 
Elementary in the Buck
eye area were apparently 
undamaged but power 
poles fell onto school prop
erty, damaging fencing and 
playground equipment. The 
school will reopen Tuesday. 

Meanwhile, authori 
ties said no injuries were 
reported after about dozen 
vehicles were stranded 
Sunday night along roads 
in the Maricopa and Gila 
Bend areas. 

The Maricopa County 
Sheriff's Office said as 
many as eight vehicles were 
stuck in one wash. Deputies 

helped the vehicles' occu
pants reach s,afet'y in Gila 
Bend anq Maricopa, .the 
"Office said. 

Sheriff's Office spokes
man Joaquin Enriquez said 
a man driving a pickup that 
got stuck in several feet of 
water on State Route 238 
between Gila Bend and 
Maricopa had to climb up to 
safety into a nearby tree. 

The Arizona Depart
ment of Transportation 
said SR238 remained closed 
from west of Maricopa to 
State Route 85 near Gila 
Bend, and the department 
recommended a detour via 
State Routes 34 7 and 84 and 
Interstate 8. 

Arizona Public Service Co. 
said about 4,000 Buckeye
area residents were without1 
power at one point but ser
vice was restored to most of 
them later Sunday night. 
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City provides update on work done after 
2014 catastrophic storm with flooding in Mesa 

On Sept. 8, 2014, the city of Mesa 
experienced a catastrophic storm that 
experts quantified as a 1 ,000-year flood 
event. Many parts of the city received un
precedented amounts of rainfall resulting 
in neighborhood flooding, according to a 
press release. 

Since then, the city, working closely 
with other agencies including the Ari
zona Department of Transportation and 
the Flood Control District of Maricopa 
County, reviewed the drainage system to 
identify opportunities for improvement. 
Some of these included ADOT removing 
the concrete weirs in the U.S. Highway 60 
freeway channel and the city installing ad
ditional rain gauges and video monitoring 
at critical facilities. 

The city also identified five projects 
that would enhance overall drainage in
cluding projects in the Emerald Acres 
neighborhood and the areas around Main 

Street and Horne. The total construction 
costs are estimated to be approximately 
$5.4 million. The city applied for, and re
ceived, nearly $1 million in grant funding 
from the flood control district with the 
remaining $4.4 million coming from the 
city's transportation enterprise funds. 

These five projects are under design, 
with the Emerald Acres project being re
viewed with ADOT for approval. 

As was the case during last year 's 
storm, and as a matter of practice, the 
city continues to work closely with the 
Mesa United Way, the Salvation Army and 
faith-based groups to identify community 
needs and provide support and resources 
whenever possible. The city also worked 
with its Housing Revitalization Division to 
give priority to those residents impacted 
by the storm who qualify for federal dol
lars designated for housing rehabil itation, 
according to the release . 
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Infrastructure projects 
-seek to address severe 
flooding in the Valley 
BRENNA GOTH 
THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL.COM 

Judy Mercado said she thought the 
chances of her Laveen home flooding 
were a trillion to one, before a storm 
dumped inches of rain over South Moun
tain in August 2014. 

The water ruined the houses of Mer
cado and many of her neighbors near 
27th A venue and Dobbins Road as canals 
overflowed and streets became rivers. 
When a record-setting storm hit the Val
ley less than a month later, they were 
flooded again. 

"It was one of the worst things you 
could actually live through," said Merca
do, who stayed in a camper for several 
months and is still working on repairs. 

A year after an intense monsoon sea
son overwhelmed Phoenix infrastruc-

Flooding 
Continued from Page 10 

The new retention basin will collect 
water and guide it to an existing storm 
drain. It's the start of larger system 
planned for the area. 

Phoenix is partnering with the F1ood 
Control District of Maricopa County on 
the $4.5 million project. The district will 
reimburse the city for its share to expe-

ture - particularly in Laveen and near 
South Mountain - leaders say they are 
investing in changes to prepare city 
streets and protect homes. Already, the 
city has spent about $7.5 million in the 
area as part of its recovery efforts. 

Now, construction will start in the 
next several weeks on a 36-acre storm
water retention basin near 27th and 
South Mountain avenues, said Hasan 
Mushtaq, Phoenix's floodplain manager. 

Last year's storms were especially 
problematic for developments impacted 
by water ·coming off South Mountain, he 
said. Drainage in neighborhoods was pri
marily designed for smaller, more fre
quent storms . 

"The systems couldn't really take it," 
Mushtaq said. 

See FLOODING, Page 11 

dite the project. 

Some roads were 
dosed for days 
after record-setting 
rainfall in the 
Phoenix area caused 
flooding on Sept. 8, 
2014. 

NICK OZA/THE REPUBLIC 

The basin adds to immediate recov
~ry efforts that the city completed with
rn several months of the storm, said Jack 
Noble, street maintenance superinten
dent. 

Near South Mountain, crews recon
structed 21st Place to include an indenta
tion to divert water. A sinkhole was re
paired at Thomas Road and 91st A venue. 

South Mountain Avenue received a 
new gutter to prevent flooding, and 

See FLOODING, Page 12 
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looding 
Co_ntinued from Page 11 

workers cleaned out thousands 
of culverts throughout the city 
to make sure water can proper
ly move through them. 

The city also improved its 
storm response, Noble said. 
Street crews received a new 
truck earlier this year that has a 
vacuum function that can re
move surface water from the 
roads. 

Twice this year, city depart-
ments have used a storm trailer 
equipped with supplies like 
chainsaws, a generator and a 
lighting unit to be used as a mo
bile command center. 

"It really puts the logistics 
right there," Noble said. 

Stormwater infrastructure 
projects work as intended 
where they're constructed, 
Mushtaq said. But the city has 
limited money for new projects 
after spending funds from a 

• 

N\C( CZA!fHE REPUBLIC; MICHAEL CHOWffHE REPUBLIC 

Record rains that hit the Valley on Sept. 8, 2014, left cars stuck in floodwaters on Interstate 10. Phoenix is taking 

steps to stop such flooding from happening again. 

2006 bond program. 
The city previously invested 

about $66 million in the South 
Mountain and Laveen areas for 
mitigation systems. 

"There is no money sitting 

out there to build flood col'tr'Jl 
projects," Mushtaq <>aid. 

The county district partners 
with cities like Phoenix for larg
er projects. But the agency also 
has billions of dollars of pro-

jects that communities want but 
'~ er:s not funded, Chief Engi
net'r a.nd General Manager Bill 
Wiley said. 

"We've got a huge demand 
well beyond our resources," Wi-

e 

ley said. 
The challenge is finding new 

resources for storm water infra
structure, said Councilwoman 
Kate Gallego, whose district ex
perienced flooding during last 
year's storms. 

Phoenix coordinated with 
other government agencies and 
community organizations to 
help residents whose houses 
were swamped, Gallego said. 
But the area still doesn't have 
the infrastructure it needs, she 
said. 

Some Laveen residents like 
Mercado still fear for their 
homes, though rains were less 
intense this year. 

Now, Gallego and other lead
ers are advocating for preven
tative measures. This year, the 
city focused on educati.on a..ul 
outreach to residents about the 
monsoon season and flooding. 

Gallego is al::,o pushing for 
more recognition of the infra
structure problem throughom 
the region, she said. 

"This is a problem that will 
not go away," -Gallego sa.:. d. 
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New projects 
seek to address 
severe monsoon 
flooding in Valley 
BRENNA GOTH 
THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL.COM 

Judy Mercado said she 
thought the chances of her La
veen home flooding were a tril
lion to one, before a storm 
dumped inches of rain over 
South Mountain in August 2014. 

The water ruined the houses 
of Mercado and many of her 
neighbors near 27th A venue 
and Dobbins Road as canals 
overflowed and streets became 
rivers. When a record-setting 
storm hit the Valley less than a 
month later, they were flooded 
again. 

"It was one of the worst 
things you could actually live 
through," said Mercado, who 
stayed in a camper for several 
months and is still working on 
repairs. 

A year after an intense mon
soon season overwhelmed 
Phoenix infrastructure - par
ticularly in Laveen and near 

South Mountain - leaders say 
they are investing in changes to 
prepare city streets and protect 
homes. Already, the city has 
spent about $7.5 million in the 
area as part of its recovery ef
forts. 

Now, construction will start 
in the next several weeks on a 
36-acre stormwater retention 
basin near 27th and South 
Mountain avenues, said Hasan 
Mushtaq, Phoenix's floodplain 
manager. 

Last year's storms were es
pecially problematic for devel
opments impacted by water 
coming off South Mountain, he 
said. Drainage in neighbor
hoods was primarily designed 
for smaller, more frequent 
storms. 

"The systems couldn't really 
take it," Mushtaq said. 

The new retention basin will 
collect water and guide it to an 
existing storm drain. It's the 
start of larger system planned 

Jq't 

NICK OZAITHE REPUBLIC; MICHAEL CHOW/THE REPUBLIC 

Record rains that hit the Valley on Sept. 8, 2014, left cars stuck in floodwaters on Interstate 10 (above); other area 
streets were dosed to traffic for days (left). Phoenix is taking steps to stop such flooding from happening again. 

for the area. 
Phoenix is partnering with 

the Flood Control District of 
Maricopa County on the $4.5 
million project. The district will 
reimburse the city for its share 
to expedite the project. 

The basin adds to immediate 
recovery efforts that the city 
completed within several 
months of the storm, said Jack 
Noble, street maintenance su
perintendent. 

Near South Mountain, crews 
reconstructed 21st Place to in
clude an indentation to divert 
water. A sinkhole was repaired 
at Thomas Road and 91st Ave
nue. 

South Mountain A venue re
ceived a new gutter to prevent 
flooding, and workers cleaned 
out thousands of culverts 
throughout the city to make 
sure water can properly move 
through them. 

The city also improved its 
storm response, Noble said. 
Street crews received a new 
truck earlier this year that has a 
vacuum function that can re
move surface water from the 

roads. 
1\vice this year, city depart

ments have used a storm trailer 
equipped with supplies like 
chainsaws, a generator and a 
lighting unit to be used as a mo
bile command center. 

"It really puts the logistics 
right there," Noble said. 

Stormwater infrastructure 
projects work as intended 
where they're constructed, 
Mushtaq said. But the city has 
limited money for new projects 
after spending funds from a 
2006 bond program. 

The city previously invested 
about $66 million in the South 
Mountain and Laveen areas for 
mitigation systems. 

"There is no money sitting 
out there to build flood control 
projects," Mushtaq said. 

The county district partners 
with cities like Phoenix for larg
er projects. But the agency also 
has billions of dollars of pro
jects that communities want but 
were not funded, Chief Engi
neer and General Manager Bill 
Wiley said. 

"We've got a huge demand 

well beyond our resources," Wi
ley said. 

The challenge is finding new 
resources for storm water infra
structure, said Councilwoman 
Kate Gallego, whose district ex
perienced flooding during last 
year's storms. 

Phoenix coordinated with 
other government agencies and 
community organizations to 
help residents whose houses 
were swamped, Gallego said. 
But the area still doesn't have 
the infrastructure it needs, she 
said. 

Some Laveen residents like 
Mercado still fear for their 
homes, though rains were less 
intense this year. 

Now, Gallego and other lead
ers are advocating for preven
tative measures. This year, the 
city focused on education and 
outreach to residents about the 
monsoon season and flooding. 

Gallego is also pushing for 
more recognition of the infra
structure problem throughout 
the region, she said. 

"This is a problem that will 
not go away," Gallego said. 
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A year after an intense monsoon season overwhelmed 
Phoenix infrastructure - particularly in Laveen and near 
South Mountain -leaders say they are investing in 
changes to prepare city streets and protect homes. 
COMMUNITY LIVING, Page 3 
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Projects address 
flooding in Valley 
BRENNA GOTH 
THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL.COM 

Judy Mercado said she thought the 
chances of her Laveen home flooding 
were a trillion to one, before a storm 
dumped inches of rain over South Moun
tain in August 2014. 

The water ruined the houses of Mer
cado and many of her neighbors near 
27th Avenue and Dobbins Road as canals 
overflowed and streets became rivers. 
When a record-setting storm hit the Val
ley less than a month later, they were 
flooded again. 

"It was one of the worst things you 
could actually live through," said Merca
do, who stayed in a camper for several 
months and is still working on repairs. 

A year after an intense monsoon sea
son overwhelmed Phoenix infrastruc
ture - particularly in Laveen and near 
South Mountain - leaders say they are 
investing in changes to prepare city 

streets and protect homes. Already, the 
city has spent about $7.5 million in the 
area as part of its recovery efforts. 

Now, construction will start in the 
next several weeks on a 36-acre storm
water retention basin near 27th and 
South Mountain avenues, said Hasan 
Mushtaq, Phoenix's floodplain manager. 

Last year's storms were especially 
problematic for developments impacted 
by water coming off South Mountain, he 
said. Drainage in neighborhoods was pri
marily designed for smaller, more fre
quent storms. 

"The systems couldn't really take it," 
Mushtaq said. 

The new retention basin will collect 
water and guide it to an existing storm 
drain. It's the start of larger system 
planned for the area. 

Phoenix is partnering with the Flood 
Control District of Maricopa County on 

See FLOODING, Page 25 

NICK OZAITHE REPUBLIC 

Some roads were dosed for days after record-setting rainfall in the Phoenix area caused 

flooding on Sept. 8, 2014. 

Flooding 
Continued from Page 24 

the $4.5 million project. The district will 
reimburse the city for its share to expe
dite the project. 

The basin adds to immediate recov
ery efforts that the city complete~ with
in several months of the storm, srud Jack 
Noble, street maintenance superinten-

dent. 
Near South Mountain, crews recon-

structed 21st Place to include an indenta
tion to divert water. A sinkhole was re
paired at Thomas Road and 91st Ayenue. 

South Mountain A venue rece1ved a 
new gutter to prevent flooding, and 
workers cleaned out thousands of cul
verts throughout the city to make sure 
water can properly move through them. 

The city also improved its storm re-

See FLOODING, Page 26 
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sponse, Noble said. Street crews re
ceived a new truck earlier this year that 
has a vacuum function that can remove 
surface water from the roads. 

'TWice this year, city departments 
have used a storm trailer equipped with 
supplies like chainsaws, a generator and 
a lighting unit to be used as a mobile com
mand center. 

"It really puts the logistics right 
there," Noble said. 

Stormwater infrastructure projects 
work as intended where they're con
structed, Mushtaq said. But the city has 
limited money for new projects after 
spending funds from a 2006 bond pro
gram. 

The city previously invested about 
$66 million in the South Mountain and La
. veen areas for mitigation systems. 

"There is no money sitting out there to 
build flood control projects," Mushtaq 
said. 

The county district partners with cit
ies like Phoenix for larger projects. But 

• 
the agency also has billions of dollars of 
projects that communities want but 
were not funded, Chief Engineer and 
General Manager Bill Wiley said. 

"We've got a huge demand well be
yond our resources," Wiley said. 

The challenge is finding new re
sources for stormwater infrastructure, 
said Councilwoman Kate Gallego, whose 
district experienced flooding during last 
year's storms. 

Phoenix coordinated with other gov
ernment agencies and community or
ganizations to help residents whose 
houses were swamped, Gallego said. But 
the area still doesn't have the infrastruc
ture it needs, she said. 

Some Laveen residents like Mercado 
still fear for their homes, though rains 
were less intense this year. 

Now, Gallego and other leaders are 
advocating for preventative measures. 
This year, the city focused on education 
and outreach to residents about the mon
soon season and flooding . 

Gallego is also pushing for more rec
ognition of the infrastructure problem 
throughout the region, she said. 

"This is a problem that will not go 
away," Gallego said. 

• 

MICHAEL CHOWfTHE REPUBLIC 

Record rains that hit the Valley on Sept. 8, 2014, left cars stuck in floodwaters on Interstate 10, 
and other streets in the area were closed to traffic for days. Phoenix is taking steps to stop such 
flooding from happening agai n. 
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Mesa plans major improvements 
to drainage system 
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SOUNDOFF 

How should city get ready 
for the next rnegastorm? 

Every week, The Republic asks Phoe
nix City Council members and the mayor 
to respond to a question about an issue 
affecting city government. 

Question: What should Phoenix do 
next to prepare for another mega storm? 

Background: Phoenix residents have 
seen their share of fierce storms this 
summer. But the downpours haven't 
matched the intensity of the 2014 mon
soon season, which overwhelmed city in
frastructure, particularly in south Phoe
nix and Laveen. 

To better prepare for future mega 
storms, city leaders said they are invest
ing in projects to protect streets and 
homes. Already, the city has spent about 
$7.5 million in the area as part of its re
covery efforts. 

Construction is expected to start in 
the next several weeks on a 36-acre 
storm water retention basin near 27th 
and South Mountain avenues. Improving 
the city's drainage systems for water 
coming off of South Mountain has been a 
focus given drainage in neighborhoods 
was primarily designed for smaller 
storms. 

Plans for the basin follow other recov
ery efforts city workers made after an 
August 2014 storm. But the city has lim
ited money for new projects after spend
ing funds from a 2006 bond program. 

Councilwoman Kate Gallego, whose 
district includes parts of Laveen and 
south Phoenix, said the area still doesn't 
have the infrastructure it needs. 

Here are the answers of city leaders 
who responded to the question. 

"When Phoenix experienced record
breaking rainfall and historic flooding in 
2014, our preparation and real-time com
munication helped residents avoid po
tentially dangerous situations and any 
loss of life. Our most recent storms also 
hit hard, and again the city responded in 
a calm, strategic manner that put safety 
first for our residents. But I commend 
Councilwoman Gallego's call for more 
investment in flood-control infrastruc
ture to stay prepared for our region's 
stronger and more serious storms, espe
cially in South Phoenix and Laveen. This 
requires a cooperative regional re
sponse side-by-side with the Maricopa 
County F1ood Control District. Current 
infrastructure funds don't match the 
need." 

-Greg Stanton, Mayor 

"While we have taken positive steps, 
Phoenix has significant infrastructure 
needs in every corner of our city. Anyone 
who was impacted by this year's mon
soon storms saw it firsthand - infra
structure is an investment better made 
today than waiting for a crisis tomorrow. 
I have worked hard with city staff to find 
ways to expedite investments in safety 
during difficult budget times. Addition
ally, the Maricopa County F1ood Control 
budget has shrunk in recent years. I am 
thankful the Maricopa County Board of 
Supervisors recently voted to increase 
funding for flood control, and I hope 
funding will return to historic levels." 

-Kate Gallego, District 8, southeast 
Phoenix aru:l parts of downtown 
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Projects address flooding 
risk near South Mountain 
BRENNA GOTH 
THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL.COM 

Judy Mercado said she thought the 
chances of her Laveen home flooding 
were a trillion to one, before a storm 
dumped inches of rain over South Moun
tain in August 2014. 

The water ruined the houses of Merca
do and many of her neighbors near 27th 
A venue and Dobbins Road as canals over
flowed and streets became rivers. When a 
record-setting storm hit the Valley less 
than a month later, they were flooded 
again. 

"It was one of the worst things you 
could actually live through," said Merca
do, who stayed in a camper for several 
months and is still working on repairs. 

A year after an intense monsoon sea
son overwhelmed Phoenix infrastructure 
-particularly in Laveen and near South 
Mountain -leaders say they are invest
ing in changes to prepare city streets and 
protect homes. Already, the city has spent 
about $7.5 million in the area as part of its 
recovery efforts. 

Now, construction will start in the next 
several weeks on a 36-acre stormwater 
retention basin near 27th and South 
Mountain avenues, said Hasan Mushtaq, 
Phoenix's floodplain manager. 

Last year's storms were especially 
problematic for developments impacted 
by water coming off South Mountain, he 
said. Drainage in neighborhoods was pri
marily designed for smaller, more fre
quent storms. 

"The systems couldn't really take it," 
Mushtaq said. 

The new retention basin will collect 
water and guide it to an existing storm 
drain. It's the start of larger system 
planned for the area. 

Phoenix is partnering with the Flood 
Control District of Maricopa County on 
the $4.5 million project. The district will 
reimburse the city for its share to expe
dite the project. 

The basin adds to immediate recovery 
efforts that the city completed within sev
eral months of the storm, said Jack Noble, 
street maintenance superintendent. 

Near South Mountain, crews recon
structed 21st Place to include an indenta
tion to divert water. A sinkhole was re
paired at Thomas Road and 91st A venue. 

South Mountain A venue received a 
new gutter to prevent flooding, and work
ers cleaned out thousands of culverts 
throughout the city to make sure water 
can properly move through them. 

The city also improved its storm re
sponse, Noble said. Street crews received 

NICK OZAfTH E REPUBLI C 

Some roads were closed for days after 
record-setting rainfall in the Phoenix area 
caused flooding on Sept. 8, 2014. 

a new truck earlier this year that has a 
vacuum function that can remove sur
face water from the roads. 

1\vice this year, city departments have 
used a storm trailer equipped with sup
plies like chainsaws, a generator and a 
lighting unit to be used as a mobile com
mand center. 

"It really puts the logistics right 
there," Noble said. 

Stormwater infrastructure projects 
work as intended where they're con
structed, Mushtaq said. But the city has 
limited money for new projects after 
spending funds from a 2006 bond pro
gram. 

The city previously invested about $66 
million in the South Mountain and Laveen 
areas for mitigation systems. 

"There is no money sitting out there to 
build flood control projects," Mushtaq 
said. 

The county district partners with cit
ies like Phoenix for larger projects. But 
the agency also has billions of dollars of 
projects that communities want but were 
not funded, Chief Engineer and General 
Manager Bill Wiley said. 

"We've got a huge demand well beyond 
our resources," Wiley said. 

The challenge is finding new re
sources for stormwater infrastructure, 
said Councilwoman Kate Gallego, whose 
district experienced flooding during last 
year's storms. 

Phoenix coordinated with other gov
ernment agencies and community or
ganizations to help residents whose 
houses were swamped, Gallego said. But 
the area still doesn't have the infrastruc
ture it needs, she said. 

Some Laveen residents like Mercado 
still fear for their homes, though rains 
were less intense this year. 

Now, Gallego and other leaders are ad
vocating for preventative measures. This 
year, the city focused on education and 
outreach to residents about the monsoon 
season and flooding. 
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It's going to be a rainy couple of days in Ariz. 
JEROD MACDONALD-EVOY 
THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL.COM 

Much of Arizona, including the Valley, 
has been placed under a flash-flood 
watch for today and Thesday, as a strong 
storm system is expected to bring heavy 
rains to the state, the National Weather 
Service said Sunday. 

Some areas of the Valley can expect 2 
to 3 inches of rain over the next two days, 
with the potential for winds reaching 30 
to 40 mph, meteorologist Hector Vas
quez said. 

The watch affects areas from Yuma 
to Kingman in the western part of the 

state, through central Arizona to Globe 
and the Mogollon Rim area, including 
Payson. 

A strong low-pressure system 400 
miles southwest of San Diego was begin
ning to "intensify" and was on track to 
move into Arizona on Sunday, the Weath
er Service said. 

The system is expected to begin in the 
south and gradually expand into north
ern parts of the state. 

"The situation is fluid and we are 
painting with a broad brush," said Vas
quez. "Conditions will be conducive to 
producing heavy rainfall and possibly 
flooding." 

The fast-moving storm system, 
bringing in tropical moisture, will cre
ate humid conditions during breaks in 
the rainfall, which most likely will be 
"continuous," Vasquez said. He sug
gested people in areas prone to flood
ing prepare and possibly purchase 
sandbags. 

Last September, a similar system 
created major flooding in parts of the 
Valley, including blockages on Inter
state 10 and in a central Mesa neighbor
hood, Vasquez said. 

"I was driving back from California 
at the time and the freeway was 
closed," Vasquez said. 



e 

09 221 5 
Arrowhead Media 
Arizona Republic 

Cir: 438,722 
Phoenix, AZ 

e • 

Wide storm threat over, but rain is still possible 
Heavy rainfall was forecast 
for Phoenix area Monday 
WELDON JOHNSON 
THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL.COM 

The threat of a much needed area
wide soaking rainstorm didn't material
ize for the Phoenix area Monday, but 
parts of the Valley could still see signifi
cant rain. 

The latest National Weather Service 
forecast discussion states that the threat 
of widespread, heavy tropical rain is 
over, but a passing tropical depression 
has'left the air laden with moisture. That 
moist atmosphere could still feed devel
opment of storms that could dump heavy 
rain over smaller areas and cause minor 
flooding. 

A flash-flood watch remained in ef
fect for most of southwestern and south-

central Arizona until 9 p.m. Monday. 
Early Monday afternoon, storms de

veloped that dropped as much as an inch 
of rain in far northwestern Maricopa and 
east-central La Paz counties. Those 
storms prompted a flood advisory in 
those areas that expired at 5:30p.m. 

Rain totals were significantly less 
than that closer to the Phoenix metro 
area Monday afternoon. By S p.m., a Mar
icopa County Flood Control District rain 
gauge at South Mountain had recorded 
0.39 inches of rain to lead the Valley at 
that point. 

The main source of the moisture be
hind the expected storm, a tropical de
pression that developed off the coast of 
Baja California, changed its track and 
headed farther east than expected. That 
disturbance's new path lessened the 
chance of widespread rain. 

Paul Iniguez, a meteorologist with the 
Weather Service in Phoenix, explained. 

"It looks like what happened was it 
spun up into a tropical depression, it got 
a little stronger," Iniguez said. "That in
crease in strength has caused the path of 
the system to change. So it's moving fur
ther east." 

The flash-flood watch will continue 
until Thesday afternoon for parts of east
central and southeastern Arizona. Parts 
of southeastern Arizona, particularly in 
the Safford area, did see some flooding 
Monday. 

Though the main area of moisture will 
track east of the Phoenix area, there is 
still plenty of potential for heavy rain in 
the Valley on Monday. Iniguez said any
one who has been outside recently can 
feel the mugginess. 

As a result, any showers or storms 
that develop today could still cause 
heavy rain. 

The current forecast still calls for up 
to 2 inches of rain through today. Those 

totals could be higher within some thun
derstorms. 

"There are scattered showers out 
there now and some storms trying to pop 
up in some areas," Iniguez said. "So, 
we're continuing with the flash-flood 
threat through today." 

The latest Weather Service forecast 
still includes a significant chance of 
showers and thunderstorms through this 
evening. Those storms are more likely to 
be the scattered, fast -moving storms 
typical of the monsoon season. Within 
those storms, there is still the potential 
for locally heavy rain. 

"But we're not looking at widespread 
heavy rain as if this big flood of moisture 
was still heading for us as it was before," 
Iniguez said. 

On Wednesday, the chance of rain 
drops to 10 percent early in the day, as a 
drier weather pattern takes over. 

-%--C> 
\j\ 
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BETH DUCKED/THE REPUBLIC 

Water fills a low-lying area in Scottsdale during a storm that hit the Valley on Tuesday. 

Parts of Phoenix area 
get rain and flooding 
Scottsdale neighborhood 
affected as wash overflows 

WELDON B. JOHNSON 
THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL.COM 

Early evening storms Thesday, one of 
which turned out to be severe, dumped 
heavy rain and buffeted parts of the Val
ley with strong winds. 

Some areas saw over an inch of rain in 
less than an hour, resulting in localized 
flooding in Scottsdale and southeast Val
ley cities. 

A neighborhood near 84th Street and 
Cactus Road in Scottsdale was nearly im
passable after a wash maintained by the 
city overflowed and channeled up to four 
feet of water through residential streets. 
Scottsdale police were posted in the area 
to provide motorists with detour infor
mation, and several motorists who had 
gone through the blockade to reach their 
homes would have been stranded if not 
for neighbors who helped them push 
through. 

A flash-flood warning remained in ef
fect much of Thesday night for parts of 
the southeast Valley, including east Me
sa and Gilbert. 

There were reports of grape-sized 
hail near Baseline and Sossaman roads 
in Mesa, and the Crismon Road exit ramp 

on the U.S. 60 was closed due to flooding, 
according to Bianca Hernandez, a 
Weather Service meteorologist. 

TheN ational Weather Service first is
sued a severe thunderstorm warning for 
eastern Maricopa County at about 6 p.m., 
when radar indicated a severe storm ca
pable of producing damaging winds in 
excess of 60 mph and small hail over Me
sa. 

By the time it was finished, the storm 
dropped as much as 1.54 inches of rain in 
an area stretching from the U.S. 60 and 
the Red Mountain Freeway to the north, 
and Gilbert and Crismon roads, accord
ing to Maricopa County Flood Control 
District rain gauges. 

Earlier, a strong storm just south of 
Phoenix left behind 1.10 inches of rain. 
That storm developed over the Laveen 
area and headed east. The precipitation 
tied a daily record for rain in Phoenix: 
0.41 inches fell at Phoenix Sky Harbor In
ternational Airport, a record set on Sept. 
22,1987. 

At about the same time, radar indicat
ed a strong storm over the Scottsdale 
Airport moving slowly to the southeast. 
That storm packed high winds and 
dropped 1.34 inches of rain. 

The drying trend starts today, as the 
forecast calls for partly sunny skies with 
highs from 93 to 97 degrees. 

Republic reporter Miguel Otarola con
tributed to this article. 
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Flood repairs proceed, 
costs continue to rise 

By Patti Slattery 
Reporter 
Wickenburg Town Council on 

Monday okayed the expenditure 
of $20,278 of emergency money 
to continue to repair damage 
from the July 18 flood which 
dumped close to five inches in 
the area, took out roads and 
washed mountains of sand into 
neighborhoods. 

The move Monday brings 
the total Capital Improvement 
Contingency Fund spending on 
flood repairs to $249,186 - a dol
lar amount which taps out the 
$250,000 approved by council 
earlier this summer . 

More money will be needed 
to repair some of the exten
sive damage the flood caused, 
according to Mayor John Cook 
who said more needs to be done 
before another storm. 

Public Works Director Vince 
Lorefice explained to the coun
cil that some imprqvements are 
wrapping- up, including pave
ment and street repairs on 
Constellation and Jack Burden 
roads, and repair to the concrete 
crossing on Ocotillo Drive. 

In addition, funds went towards 
numerous dumpsters for cleanup 
and concrete blocks fo r retain
ing walls at Jack Burden Road 
and Sullivan Street. 

The cost of future repairs will 

From the Front Page 

be high, including the waterline 
along Constellation Road to the 
Everett Bowman Rodeo Arena. 
The temporary fix was $15,000 
and a permanent repair will be 
an estimated $800,000, Lorefice 
explained. 

To save expenses and secure 
water for the rodeo grounds, the 
town is converting an irrigation 
well on the grounds to a potable 
well, but the time line is at least 
five months. 

Lorefice explained the town is 
currently looking for grants for 
further repairs, but some might 
have to be built into the five-year 
capital funds plan. 

"Take another five years?" 
asked Cook. "We're shooting 
dice and gambling that another 
strong rain won't come along." 

Cook expressed a need for 
preservation efforts - espe
cially on streets such as South 
Mariposa, where another heavy 
rain could make an already dam
aged portion of the road irrepa
rable. 

"Another pretty good rain 
could take the road out," said 
Cook. "If we lose the road, it 
could cost two to three times 
more." 

"We have to look at this more 
closely," he said, "and bring it 

See Repairs P age A-3 

The town has placed rails 
along South Mariposa to 
protect residents from fall
ing, but Lorefice later told 
The Sun that the condition 
of the road is so severe, 
it could take between $6 -
$700,000 for repair. 

Lorefice explained the 
town has already received 
engineering proposals, 
and agreed to look at 
the situation further, and 
"bring it back." 

have a final proposal for 
engineering services, with 
a possible presentation by 
the engineers. At that time 
the council could deter
mine a timeline for moving 
forward on the project, he 
said. 

By the Oct. 5 council 
meeting, Lorefice hopes to 
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Morristown students participate in live broadcast 
By Mary Ann Rosehnal 
Sun Correspondent 

Morristown School seventh graders had a phenomenal 
experience this month. They participated in a live broadcast 
with the "Meteorite Hunter," Geoff Notkin. He showed 
examples of meteorites he found, taught about meteorites, 
and answered questions via the internet. They plan to 
look for a meteorite in their STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math) garden. 

The "STEM Pro Live" crew drove down from Phoenix and 
filmed with Morristown students to be linked with Aerolite 
Meteorites Headquarters. Students were impressed with 
the team. Footage from their visit was filmed for an upcom
ing episode of Meteorite Hunters Unlimited, broadcast live 
from Phoenix's Walter Cronkite building. 

Students thanked Maricopa County Education Service 
Agency for providing this innovative educational show and 
broadcasting live to over 4,000 Arizona children in their 
classrooms. This is a way to make education modern and 
fun. 

The local program was loaned a Robot through which stu
dents will communicate with Olga Ephstein from ARCADIS 
Civil Engineers, a Ph.D. student at Arizona State University 
(ASU), working with the Morristown students. 

Linda de Berge, volunteer librarian of the General 

Morristown Ntws 
Federated Woman's Club-Morristown's Volunteer Library 
announced that in addition to normal hours as listed on 
their website calendar, www.gfwc-morristown.org, they 
will be open until 6 p.m. on the Tuesday and Thursday of 
the third week of the month. The library is located in the 
old main building of Morristown school on Rockaway Hills 
Road. This library is open to the public. 

Morristown students thanked the Del E. Webb Center 
for Performing Arts in Wickenburg for inviting them to 
see Trout Fishing in America last week (fFIA). TFIA is 
an eclectic folk rock band best known for family music 
and kids' songs. Formed by Keith Grimwood and Ezra 
Idlet in 1977, the long-standing musical partnership has 
been bringing award-winning music to stages and schools 
for over three decades. TFIA recordings have garnered 
four Gramrny nominations, as well as three national indie 
awards and multiple Parents Choice Gold and American 
Library Awards. 

To clarify questions from this column a couple of weeks 
ago: Taxes on homes in the Morristown Elementary 
School District increased by approximately 27%. The great
est increase was in the taxes for the Morristown School 
District and the Maricopa County Flood District. Taxes 
vary depending upon the area in Morristown the homes are 
located. Circle City area homes with no improvements and 
the same owner appear to have higher taxes this year than 
in the years 2000 through 2013. In the more upscale areas 
of the community there are several years in that period that 
are higher than this year but many in that 13 year period are 
lower. There are many factors that go into a tax rate for a 
particular property. 

Full disclosure: this correspondent is a member of the 
Governing Board of Morristown School District No. 75 and 
a retired employee of this district. Any comments in this 
column are as an individual and not representing the district: 
in anyway. 

The Morristown Mustangs Volleyball teams have home 
games with Aguila, beginning at 4 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 24, 
in the multipurpose room. They will travel to Congress for 
games beginning at 4 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 29. The Parent 
Teacher Student Association sells refreshments at all home 
games. Proceeds of the sales help support the school's 
sports programs. 
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How should city get ready 
for the next megastorm? 
DUSTIN GARDINER 
THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL.COM 

Every week, The Republic asks Phoe
nix City Council members and the may
or to respond to a question about an issue 
affecting city government. Last Satur
day, responses from M~yor Greg St~
ton and District 8 council representative 
Kate Gallego were published. Here are 
responses from councilmen ~c:ha~l 
Nowakowski, Bill Gates, Sal DICICCIO 
and Daniel Valenzuela. 

Question: What should Phoenix do 
next to prepare for another mega storm? 

"In my first years on the City Coun~il, 
I ensured the building of new detentiOn 
areas and completion of the Laveen 
Area Conveyance Channel along 43rd 
A venue and Southern and Baseline 
roads. This added infrastructure, with a 
cost of over $37 million, provided relief 
during storms hy carrying w1;1ter to
wards the Salt River. The upcomrng con
struction of the detention basin on 27th 
and South Mountain avenues will pro
vide additional capacity for the moun
tain water flow and will help to alleviate 
any future flooding. Along with my col
league, Councilwoman Kate Galleg?, I 
will stay committed to smart plannrng 
and preventative measures as we con
tinue to develop the Laveen and South 
Mountain areas." 

- Michael Nowakowski, District 7, 
southwest Phoenix and 

parts of downtown 

"Last year's megastorms in Phoenix 
and this week's deadly floods on the 
Utah/Arizona border reminded us that 
we must be prepared for the summer 
monsoon. I have taken steps to improve 
Phoenix's storm readiness by visiting 
the Phoenix National Weather Service to 
discuss better ways to provide weather 
alerts to our residents, supporting City 
funding to strengthen a dam which pro
tects Moon Valley from flash floods, and 
working with the Mar~copa. Co~ty 
Flood Control District to Identify eXIst
ing flooding and drainage p_roblems in 
District 3. I encourage residents who 
have photos and/or videos of flooding in 

their neighborhoods to post them at re
portaflood.org or send to council.dis-
trict.3@phoenix.gov." . . 

- Bill Gates, Dtstnct 3, 
Sunnyslope, Moon Valley 

and parts of northeast Phoenix 

"Success is only achieved with prop
er preparation. Here is what mus~ haJ?
pen: 1. Proper d~velopment pl~g IS 
critical along with an analysis of our 
maintenance of drainage systems. 2. Ex
pedite capital improvements starting 
with the $7.5 million of work to restore 
and improve storm water drainage, con
struction of the largest stormwater re
tention basin at 27th A venue and South 
Mountain A venue. 3. Finalize plans for 
$66 million of stormwa~er. control pro
jects. Maintenance of eXIstrng flood con
trol infrastructure is a team effort, and 
we must work with city, county and pri
vate land owners. This includes reach
ing out to encourage commercial.de_vel
opments and homeowners associatw~s 
to maintain critical flood control on therr 
properties to keep drainage infrastruc
ture and washes cleaned out so water 
does not get diverted and overflow into 
unexpected areas." 

- Sal DiCiccio, District 6, 
Ahwatukee and east Phoenix 

"As a firefighter, I have witnessed 
firsthand the damage from our most ex
treme storms and was on duty during 
the major storm two weeks ago- work
ing directly with residents whose per
sonal property was flooded or ~am.aged. 
The city has made substantial rnfra
structure investments over the last 
year, and we are moving in the r~ght di
rection. But we need to work with our 
partners to find creative solutions to in
crease our resources, especially for res
idents and business owners in need of re
covery assistance. We must continue to 
work with county, state and federal part
ners to plan and find funding for future 
stormwater control projects, so we're 
prepared before the next storm crisis 
hits." 

- Daniel Valenzuela, 
vice mayor, District S, parts 
of west and central Phoenix 
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UBLIC OPEN HOUSE 
115th Avenue & Union Hills Drive 

Drainage Improvement Project 

Wednesday, October 7 
6-7:30 p.m. 

Paradise RV Resort 

10950 West Union Hills Drive, Sun City 
Residents in the area of 115th Avenue and Union Hills Drive are inv1~ed to 
an open house to review the design for PHASE 2 of the 115th Avenue and 

Union Hills Drive Drainage Improvements Project. 

The Flood Control District of Maricopa County; the cities of Peoria and 
Surprise, and the Maricopa County Department of Transportation. have 
partnered to improve drafnage in the area of 115th Avenue and Union Hills 
Drive. Currently, the area experiences flooding due to a lack of drainage. 

The open house is being held to discuss the second phase of a three phase 
improvement project. When complete, the project will reduce the risk of 
flooding and will enhance resident safety. 

For addittonal information. please contact: 
Bobbie Ohler, Project Manager 
(602) 506-2943 
bao@mail.maricopa.gov 
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Tempe, downtown Phoenix got worst of monsoon 
WELDON B. JOHNSON 
THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL. COM 

So much for the idea that an urban 
heat island protects downtown Phoenix 
from getting the worst of monsoon rain. 

During the 2015 monsoon, downtown 
Phoenix was one of the wettest areas 
in the Valley, according to information 
compiled by the National Weather Ser
vice in Phoenix .. A swath of the Valley 
running roughly from downtown Phoe
nix to Arizona State University's Tempe 
campus received between 3 and S.S inch
es of rain from June 15 through 
Sept. 30. 

Meanwhile, an area in the northwest 
Valley that included portions of north 
Phoenix, Deer Valley and Glendale only 
saw about a quarter of an inch during the 
monsoon. 

The disparity this year illustrates the 
typical hit-or-miss nature of monsoon 
rain in the Valley. · 

"The heaviest rain was near down
town, and it streaked off to the east," said 
National Weather Service meteorologist 
Paul Ifuguez. "During the summer, these 
thunderstorms develop and interact 
with each other. It can be random to an 
extent. Sometimes that randomness oc
curs at the same point and some areas 
really get it while some areas don't." 

The official rain gauge at Phoenix Sky 
Harbor International Airport recorded 
3.29 inches of rain during the monsoon. 
That's .s8' inches above normal for the 

M ICHAE L CHOWffHE REPU BLIC 

A thunderstorm approaches from the WE)St as a plane lands at Phoenix Sky Harbor . 
International Airport on Sept. 13, just days before the end of the monsoon for the season. 

period though it's well short of the 6.34 
inches in 2014, which was the seventh 
wettest monsoon season in Phoenix. 

The 2015 season ranks as the 35th wet
test. 

The part of the Valley receiving the 
most rain during this monsoon was in 
north Tempe. A Maricopa County Flood 
Confrol District rain gauge near the 
main ASU campus recorded S.S inches of 
rain from June 15 through Sept. 30. 

Meanwhile, another gauge near Loop 
101 and Interstate 17 recorded just .25 
inches of rain for the season. ·other 
gauges in the northwest Valley reported 
similar totals. 

Ifiiguez said the Weather Service 
staff looks at dozens of rain gauges in the 
Valley operated by the Maricopa County 
Flood Control District. 

That helps them get a better picture 
of monsoon activity in the Valley beyond 

the relatively few National Weather Ser
vice gauges. 

They use that data to determine the 
Phoenix Rainfall Index, which is meant 
to be a Valley-wide composite. 

The rainfall index is an attempt to 
quantify rainfall area wide, rather than 
the snapshot from a given location that a 
single rain gauge will provide. 

"Phoenix .is such a big city, the metro 
area is so spread out," Ifiiguez said. "Dur
ing the summer, it's very difficult for a 
thunderstorm event to cover that big of 
an area. The airport is one of many loca
tions. It would depend on whether it hap
pened to rain over there or not. This sum
mer, it happened to rain quite a bit over 
the airport." . 

The rainfall index for the 2015 mon
soon was .81 inches. In comparison, last 
year's index for the season (which in
cluded a record-setting storm) was S.8S 
inches. A normal index number for the 
Valley is 1.4 inches, Ifuguez said. 

The .81 figure for this year is the sec
ond driest since 1998. The index has been 
around for about 20 years, Ifiiguez said. 

State climatologist Nancy Selover 
said this year was pretty typical, as far 
as monsoon rains go. 

"There have been fairly small 
storms," Selover said. "They dump a 
bunch of rain and then they disappear. 
Another one will pop up, but it won't pop 
up next to the first one, so you don't have 
that continuous rain that goes across the 
entire Valley." 

\. 
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lVtonsoon's over, but fall storms bring 
nmnel cloud, steady rain to the Valley 
WELDON B. JOHNSON 
THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL.COM 

The Phoenix area apparently doesn't 
need monsoon conditions to produce an 
eventful day for weather watchers. 

A possible tornado was spotted in a ru
ral area south of Goodyear as showers 
and thunderstorms moved through met
ro Phoenix on Thesday afternoon, though 
officials said there was no damage. 

More on 
weather 

Inside: Find 
the forecast 
for the week 
ahead. 2A 

Weather watchers reported a funnel 
cloud shortly after noon near Rainbow 
Valley. The National Weather Service 
could not confirm whether it touched the 
ground. 

"We received several reports of a fun
nel cloud," Weather Service meteorolo
gist Jessica Nolte said. "But from the 
photos we saw, there wasn't a clear angle 
to see if it touched down." 

• 

The storms were connected to a 
strong low-pressure system that was 
making its way across the Southwest. 

Online: See 
video of the 
West Valley's 
drenching. 
azcentral. 
com 

A funnel cloud does not become a tor
nado until it touches down. 

See STORMS, Page SA 

MICHAEL CHOWfTHE REPUBLIC 

Hailey Hole, a sophomore at ASU, tries to stay dry as Tuesday's storm dumps 
rain on downtown Phoenix. Much of the Valley saw about an inch of rain. 

ROB SCHUMACHER/THE REPUBLIC 

The storm was heaviest in the West Valley, with 1.5 inches near Loop 303 and Camelback Road. 

Stonns 
Continued from Page 1A 

Robert Nobis, of Goodyear, saw the 
funnel cloud and said it stirred up debris. 
He said it was a mile and a half south of 
his Estrella Mountain Ranch home. 

"There are a few farms out there," 
Nobis said. "From what I could tell, the 
only thing it was doing was pulling up 
dust, dirt, loose debris and maybe some 
shrubbery. That area is not very populat
ed." 

Nobis, who said he has taken the 
Weather Service storm-spotter class, es
timated the storm lasted about five min
utes. He didn't stay outside the entire 
time because of lightning and rain. 

The funnel cloud was short-lived and 
occurred over farmland. A Buckeye Fire 
Department spokesman said there was 

no damage connected with it. 
Most of the storm activity occurred 

on the west side of the Valley. 
Maricopa County Flood Control Dis

trict rain gauges picked up close to an 
inch of rain in several places. The high
est total as of 5:30p.m. was a gauge near 
Loop 303 and Camelback Road in the far 
West Valley; it picked up l.S inches. 

Several flash-flood warnings and ad
visories were issued for portions of the 
Valley throughout the afternoon. The 
last of the advisories, for the Interstate 
17 corridor near New River and Anthem, 
wasineffectuntil7:1Sp.m. Heavyrainin 
that area caused Skunk Creek to run 
more than 2 feet deep, enough to result in 
urban and small-stream flooding. 

Showers and storms were expected to 
taper off Thesday evening, and there was 
only a slight chance of rain after mid
night. Today should be partly sunny, with 
a 20 percent chance of showers and 
storms early in the day. 

-% --
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District 3 Coffee Chat 
7:30-8:30 a. tn. Tuesday O·ct. 20 
Northto"rn Clu bhouse 
2202 E. \Valtann Lane 

Phoenix Councilman BiB Gates 
welcon1es the con1munity to enjoy cof
fee and get updates , bout ne\vs and 
events fro.m District 3. Special guest 
speaker is Burke Lokey Flood Control 
District National \Xleather Service. 
Free and open to rhe pubhc. 



Shoppers make their way in the rain into Wai-Mart Tuesday. 

Line of storms l~llt...AiL 
Staff Reports 

Funnel cloud sightings, light
ning, golf ball-sized hail , cooler 
temperatmes, wind and rain. 

Those were some of tbe elements 
a weaU1er system brought into Ari
zona and Pinal County Tuesday 
aftemoon. 

The line of thundersto1ms 
dropped up to an inch of rain on 
some parts of central Arizona. 

National Weather Service meteoi. sts say some cities west of 
F Ux. ar1.d in Pinal County were 
the hardest h.it by the storms. 

· ·The Maricopa County Flood 
G':ontrol District repo1ted some rain 

gauges hitting as high as 1.3 inches 
of rain by 1 p.m. 

In Goodyear·, police say some 
roads ar·otmd the city were flooded 
in low-lying spots. 

Phoenix Sky Har·bor Intema
tional Ai.l1JOlt repo1ted departme 
delays between 30 and 45 111.i.nu1es 
at one point Tuesday afternoon due 
to lightning in the ar·ea. 

The storm was associated wiili a 
l~w-pressure system tbat was cen-

Wednesday, October 7, 2015 
CasaGrande, Arizona ll t\ · 
CASA GRANDE DISPATCH :f 
Page: A5 

mark 
tered over Southern California on 
Monday and moved into Arizona. 

Separate funnel clouds were 
repmted sighted near Buckeye-ar1d ' 
the Interstate 8/Interstate 10 junc
tion. No damage was reported from 
either, but there was some of the 
more traditional damage cau ed by 
wind and rain. 

The National Weather Service 
issued a small stream flood adviso
lY for the Casa Grm1de ar·ea at about 

Oscar Perez/Dispatch 

3 p.m. m1d power lines were blown 
over near· Signal Peale, reportedly 
catching some trees on fire. 

Wmds of nem'ly 60 mph were 
rep01ted in Coolidge m1d Florence, 
with golf ball-sized hail repmtedly 
falling in par1s of western Pinal 
Cow1ty. 

A vicious hail storm was report
ed in northwest Thcson while tem
peratw-es dipped to below freezing 
in Greer. 



• 
Storms drop up to an inch of 

1 rain on parts of metro Phx. 
PHOENIX - A line of 

thunderstorms dropped up 
to an inch' of rain on some . 

I parts of the Phoenix metro· 
politan area Tuesday. 

National Weather Ser· 
.. vice meteorologists say 
some cities. west and south 

, of Phoenix were . the hard-
·. est-hit by the storms, which 
also brought hail and 
strong winds. 

"' The Flood Control Dis
trict of ·Maricopa County 
reported some rain gauges 
hitting as high as 1.3 inches 
of rain by 1 p.m. 

In Goodyear, police say 
' some roads around the city 
were flooded in low-lying 
spots. · · 

Phoenix Sky Harbor 
International Airport re: 
ported departure delays be
tween 30 and 45 minutes at 
on~ point. 

Wednesday, October 7, 2015 
Yuma, Arizona 
YUMA SUN 
Page: A3 
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/ . Times photo by Bob Burns 

· A contactor working for Cox Cable has the new pavement on Saguaro Boulevard 
trenched out to repair a fiber optic cable. The work is causing a slight delay 
·in completing the paving project. · 

Wash proJect to.begin 
By Michael Scharnow 
Times Editor 

Just when motorists 
thought th e work on Sa
guaro Blvd. was getting 
somewhat close to the 
end , another project is 
starting up that will im
pact traffic near Saguaro 
and Grande boulevards 
for months to come. 

In a joint project with 
the town, the Maricopa 
County Flood Control 
District is overseeing 
the construction of new 

1 b()X culverts on Bayfield 
Drive as well as Saguaro 

Blvd. 
Eleven homes have 

been identified as sub
ject to flooding in the 
area, necessitating the 
improved culverts. 

The $2 million project 
is essentially being split 

·between the county and 
town. 

Town funds of $1.1 
million are on hand for 
the work in its capital 
improvements fund. 

Work is expected to 
start within the next 
week or _two, and the 
contractor '(CS Construc
tion) has · six months to 

complete th~ project. 
The existing piping 

will be removed and new 
box culverts will be built 
across Bayfield and Sa
guaro to channel water 
from the Ashbrook Wash. 

The Saguaro Blvd. 
concrete box culvert will 
have six rectangular bar
rels. Each barrel is six 
feet high and 10 feet 
wide, according to Town 
Engineer Randy Harrel. 

The Bayfield Drive 
concrete box culvert will 
have six rectangular bar
rels as well (each barrel 

(cont. on page 9A) 
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traffic to be routed around 
the half under construction. 

No reconstruction work 
was done on Saguaro Blvd: {cont. from page 1A) 

is five feet high and 10 feet 
wide). 

. by the current contractor 
where the new culverts will ·. 
built across Saguaro. 

The wash contractor will , L,arger catch basins will 
be built in the curbs to 
catch 'roadway drainage , 
pre.ve:p.ting local flooding 

. tluring major storms. 

. be requ~red to coordinate . 
its activities with the Sa
guaro Blvd. reconstruction 

Bayfield Drive will be 
· dosed where it crosses 
·Ashbrook Wash during the 
project, and Saguaro Blvd. 
Will be narrowed down to 
one lane open in each direc
tion where it crosses Ash
brook Wash (just north of 
Gran'de Blvd .. and near the · 
sewage treatment p~ant). 

The ·Saguaro Blvd. box 
culvert will be built as 
an east "half' and a west 

I "half," Harrel said, to ~llow 

project. 
The roadway will match 

the new pavement once the 
Ashbrook Wash improve
ments are completed . 

· The wash project also 
includes the removal of 
palm trees in Ashbrook 
Wash from Saguaro Blvd . 
all the way to Balboa Wash 
(Del Cambre) . 
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ATHER: STORM DROPS 1! INiCH ON METRO PHOENIX 

Assoc iat ed Press 

The usually dry Waterman Wash flooded out several roads from heavy rains 
including a 1 00-yard-wide swath of Narra.more Road leaving motorists stranded 
on both sides of the flood ingF Tuesday in Buckeye. A line of t hunderstorms has 
dropped up to an inch of rain on_ ~ome parts of the Phoenix metropolitan are·a. 

National Weather Service 
meteorologists say some 
cities west and south of 
Phoenix were the hardest 
hit by Tuesday's storms, 
which also brought hail 
and strong winds .. The 
Flood Control Distrkt of 
Maricopa County reported 
some rain gauges hitting 
as high as 1.3 inche·s of 
rain by 1 p .. m. 
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Supervisors OK 
Wickenburg 

project to prevent 
local flooding 

i'API' l F.PORT 

The Maricopa Count 
Board of upervi or ap
proved ...., vera] neighbor
hood flood control proj-
ct \Vedne day, including 

th Ha ~ ayampa Elem n
tar choolFlood rainage 
Improvement in vVicken
bu.rg. 

The drainage project. i a 
ooperative effort b tv;reen 

the Flood Control Di tri t 
of Mari opa Countv and 
the Town of Wickenburg to 
help re ol e flooding prob
lems. V\ Lckenburgreque .. ted 
the drainage irnprm ement 
through the F ood Con rol 
District' SrnaHProjec As-
iEtance Progl'mn. 

'The neighborhood flood 
contro] projec is one of the 
b t thing~ ;,ve do in 1ari-

copa Coun y," '"' aid • uper
visor ClintHidunan \ ho 
1Nt -Valley eli hict include 
he Stu1 Citie . Thi proj

ect vviU pt·o· ct homeown
er in \Vicl nburg, reduce 
co tly repair near the IIas
'"' ayampa Elementary chool 
and bring local constru tion 
job . The part nership with 
the tmv11 ctend and expand 
our re mrrc to accomplish 
n1ore." 

Th e tin1ated total co ""' t 
f th project i $242, -oo. 

FCD' estirnated hare of the 
pr·ojec co t i'"' $181,875 m1d 
the to\vn e tin1ated hare 
of the co t i . $60,500. 1.l1e 
project \Vill reduce flows that 
have caused floocling tore -
idential properti and have 
impactedroadacc ~ orclo-
ur . 
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Buckeye fire truck caught 
in flooded wash Tuesday 
by Emily Toepfer 
assislllnl iJor 

The \Vi st aile)' received !he brunt of a 
rainstorm that blew into the Phoenix area 
Tuesday, and tb downpour left flooded 
roadw.tys and . trandcd r:_esidents in i~ path. 

Rainbow VaUey got JUSt o ran mcb of 
rain, cau ing Warerman Wah to flood near 
2-0th Avenue and Narramore Road and 
blocking residenls from getting to or from 
their homes. 

A semi truck attmnpting to leave a local dail)' 
also ..-ot tuck in the waters and had to be pulled 
out by a front loader. which also helped residents 
navigat the washed out road . 

About two miles northeast, a Buckeye Fire 
Department hldder truck had to be rescued from 
a flooded wash at Tuthill and Elliot roads afler it 
had mechanical issues, Fire Chief Bob Cos.teJio 
said . 

Friday, October 9, 2015 
Avondale, Arizona 
WEST VALLEY VIEW 

Page: A 1 ,ff- I t q 

The truck was dispalC:hed to a water rescue at 
about L p.m., but the victim was able to get out 
before fire crews arri ~ Costello . aid. 

Another unit on the scene pull d tbe frre truck 
out of lhc water, and it was towed to the city 
shop to determine what repairs are needed. he 
said. 

No firefighters were injured in the in ident, 
Costello said. 

In Goodyear, police reported roads around the 
city were flooded in lm"'·lying spols, .-uch as 
Colton Lane and Indian School Road. 

The Flood Control District of Maricopa 
County reported some rain gauges hit as high as 
1.3 inches by I p.m. Tuesday. 

About 350 gauges are strategicall placed 
throughout !he county_ a~d are_consla~tly 
tracking how much rrun ts falling, winch canals 
and streams are flmving fast and where flooding 
might occur. officials said. · 

cienti L in the Flood Control office pent 
the day monitoring their boards so they could 
end em rgency crew to area!!. hit hard by lhe 

weath r. 
"When it's. raining hard or w hav a lot of 

runoff, th light ill flash and alert u. to that" 
said Steve Water. , a branch :manager for Flood 
ControL 

While some gaug s regi. tercd an inch and a 
half, others never made it to half an inch, Waters 
said. 

"I could describe it more like a pinwheel," he 
said. "There were some broken lines of storms, 
o om areas got hit really hard and others only 

got a little bit or none." 
The district also watches for flood.~ to alert 

(See Muddy on P2g~ 3) 
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A BUCKEYE FIRE TRUCK had to be pulled out 
of a flooded wash Tuesday at Tuthill and EOiot roads 
in Rainbow Valley after it had mechanical problems. 

Muddy 
(From Page 1) 

the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, 
which is updating 99 of 
477 Mari opa County 
Flood lnsurnoce Rate 
Maps that will go into 
effect Nov. 4. 

To see if your home 
will be added, removed 
or remain in a flood 
plain. go to gis .fcd. 
maricopa.go\•/apps/ 
Re\'isedF1oodMapsl. 

FEMA recommends 
purcha.."iing flood insurnn e. 
before Nov. 4 if your home 
is being added to a flood 
plain. 

For information about 
the updates, conta t the 
Flood Control Distri t at 
602-506-2419 . 

v-phoiD by Jartbn Clwislqllter 

WATERMAN WASH at Tuthill and Elliott roads in Rainbow Valley wiped out the 
road Tuesday during a flash flood that soaked the West Valley • 
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Glendale, AZ 

Photo courtesy City of Peoria 

Peoria Mayor Cathy Carlat and Glendale Mayor Jerry Weiers are flanked by 
Maricopa County Supervisor Clint Hickman and Glendale Yucca district Coun
cilmember Sam Chavira as they cut the ribbon dedicating the New River Trail 
that connects Peoria to Glendale. 

Time to hit the trail 
Cyclists, equestrians, walkers, hikers, 

joggers and other outdoor enthusiasts will 
now be able to have a nonstop experience 
on the New River Trail from just north 
of Deer Valley Road in Peoria extending 
all the way to Bethany Home Road in 
Glendale. 

Several months ago, Peoria completed 
the last mile in the southern portion of the 
city that ended at the City of Glendale on 
Northern Avenue. Glendale is now ready 
to open their portion of the trail from 
Northern Avenue to Bethany Home Road, 
and the two cities celebrated Oct. 12 with 
a dedication ceremony. 

The ceremony featured officials from 
the cities of Peoria and Glendale, along 

with dignitaries from the Maricopa Coun
ty Flood Control District and the Arizona 
Department of Transportation. 

The New River Trail is designed to 
accommodate all non-vehicular users, 
including walkers, joggers, strollers, 
bicyclists, roller blades and equestrians. 
The trail provides a great way to experi
ence nature, enjoy bird watching and 
view native wildlife. The entire trail 
system is planned to be more than 25 
miles in length with more than 18 miles of 
the trail located within Peoria. This trail 
system aligns along some of the Peoria's 
local shopping, dining and entertainment 
venues making it a fun way to reach your 
destination. 
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Flood control projects approved 

The Maricopa County Board of Super
visors approved four neighborhood 
flood control projects, including District 
4, the Hassayampa Elementary School 
F1ood Drainage Improvement in Wick
enburg. 

The small drainage project is a coop
erative effort between the F1ood Control 
District of Maricopa County and Wick
enburg to help resolve flooding prob
lems. Wickenburg requested the drain
age improvement through the district's 
Small Project Assistance Program. 

SPAP is an ai1.l1Ual process that allows 
county communities to share the cost of 
small flood prevention projects with the 
F1ood Control District. In addition to par
tial funding, communities are responsi
ble for ongoing project maintenance. 

"The neighborhood flood control pro
ject is one of the best things we do in Mar
icopa County," said Supervisor Clint 
Hickman. "This project will protect 
homeowners in Wickenburg, reduce 
costly repairs near the Hassayampa Ele
mentary School and bring local con
struction jobs." 

The estimated total cost of the project 
is $242,500. The district's estimated 
share of the project cost is $181,875, with 
Wickenburg's share estimated at 
$60,500. 

The project will reduce flows that 
have caused flooding to residential prop
erties and have impacted road access or 
closures. Information: annajohnson@ 
mail.maricopa.gov. 
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Never 
• again 

Town, county 
working to buy 
flooded homes 
By Patti Slattery 
Reporter 

A flood roared through Wickenburg 
July 18 causing widespread damage, 
but some residents were affected sig
nificantly more than others. Six homes 
along Powder House W a h were damaged 
beyond repair, and the town is working 
with the county to relocate residents, buy 
properties and tame future flood waters. 

Town Council voted unanimously 
Monday evening to attempt to acquire 
the six houses in the neighborhood of El 
Recreo Drive and Constellation Road, to 
pay each resident pre-flood fair market 
value for their homes and assist in reloca
tion of the residents. 

Called the Wickenburg Flooded 
Properties Acquisition Project, the plan 
is through an intergovernmental agree
ment with Maricopa County Flood Control 
District (FCD), using FCD funds with the 
Town acting as a liaison. The agreement 
must be approved by the Maricopa County 
Board of Supervisors, which will make its 
decision at its first meeting in November. 

According to Community Development 
and Neighborhood Services Director 
Steve Boyle, residents would then have 
45 days to allow the town to acquire their 
homes, and after that period, they would 

See Solution page A-14 



Solution 
From the Front Page 

be naid post-flood value - significantly lower. 
'The Town's worked closely with flood 

con!rol (district representatives) since July 18," 
said Boyle, explaining that a solution to engi
neer water from the neighborhood was quickly 
ruled out because of cost "We want to take a 
boots-on-the-ground approach for the people 
who own property. We want to go to the dis
trict, allocate funds and have it completed by 
next monsoon season." 

According to Boyle, the homes would be 
demolished and the FCD would begin looking 
at "some kind of channelization," citing that 
the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers expressed 
willingness to fund a study project in the area 

When asked if the decision would be the best 
:financial tep for the town, Town Manager Josh 
Wright told the council there is always some 
degree of liability, but this plan will '1et the 
water course flow the way it wants to." 

'1t will naturally flow to the Hassayampa 
River," said Wright, "and will actually help 
people around there." 

Wickenburg resident Midori Sass, a prop
erty owner whose home was irreparably dam
aged in the flood, approached the council, 

emotionally explaining that she had spent 
22 years upgrading her home - a home that 
would be paid off in nine years. She told the 
council she wanted to be treated fairly. 

Councilman Kelly Blunt, a Century 21 real
tor, assured Sass that he would personally 
assist her and any of the other six property 
owners in obtaining fair appraisals for their 
homes. 

At this time, five of the six property own
ers have been agreeable and one has not 
been asked specifically about having the town 
acquire the property, according to Wright 

When asked if all residents would have to 
agree to have the program progress, Wright 
was uncertain. 

"I don't know if we can answer that ques
tion until we go out and talk to those folks," 
he later told The Sun. "We won't know until 
prices are discussed," he said. 

According to Wright, the town would have 
to re-evaluate the program if any of the six 
home owners were not in favor, but conceptu
ally, it would probably be able to go forward if 
only one property owner was not agreeable to 
relinquishing their property. 

• 
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New River Trail expansion 
dedication connecting Peoria's 

trail to Glendale 
Cyclists, equestrians, walkers, hikers, 

joggers and other outdoor enthusiasts 
will now be able to have a nonstop 

experience on the New River Trail from just 
north of Deer Valley Road in Peoria extend
ing all the way to Bethany Home Road in 
Glendale. 

Several months ago, Peoria complet
ed the last mile in the southern portion of 
the city that ended at the city of Glendale 
on Northern Avenue. Glendale opened its 
portion of the trail from Northern Avenue 
to Bethany Home Road, and the two ci ties 
celebrated with a dedication ceremony and 
fun run/walk Oct. 12. 

The dedication ceremony featured offi-
cials from the cities of Peoria and Glendale, 
along with dignitaries from the Maricopa 
County Flood District and the Arizona De
partment of Transportation. 

"Peoria's work in developing the New 
River Trail network continues to pay sub
stantial dividends," stated John Sefton, Peo
ria's Community Services director. "From 
strong health and wellness benefits to pos
itive economic impact, Peoria's trails play a 
key part in our quality of life . ... This import
ant connection with Glendale's trail system 
highlights the collaborations in design and 
delivery of a popular and essential recre
ational amenity. " 

The New River Trail is designed to ac
commodate all non-vehicular users, includ
ing walkers, joggers, strollers, bicyclists, 
inline skates and equestrians. The trail pro
vides a way to experience nature, enjoy bird 
watching and view native wildlife. The en
tire trail system is planned to be more than 
25 miles in length with more than 18 miles 
of the trail located within Peoria. This trail 
system aligns along some of the Peoria's 
local shopping, dining and entertainment 

Submitted Photo 
Maricopa County Supervisor Clint Hickman, Glendale Mayor Jerry Weiers, Peoria Mayor Cathy Carla! 
and Peoria Yucca District Councilman Samuel Chavira. 

venues. 
The Glendale trail runs from Bethany 

Home Alignment north to Northern Avenue 
along the east side of New River channel 
where it connects to new Peoria trail on the 
west side of New River Channel up to Olive 
Avenue. 

"The trail expansion is a joint effort be
tween agencies to benefit the residents of 
the region. We continue to work with local 
cities and unincorporated towns so that oth
er Flood Control structures can be cross-uti
lized for recreation and other positive uses," 
said District 4 Maricopa County Supervisor 

. 
Clint Hickman. 

Most of the property being used by the 
cities for the trail system was purchased by 
FCD for the channelization of the New River 
channel as part of the Flood Control project 
sponsored by the Corps of Engineers. 

The FCD Right-of-Way permitting pro
cess reviews plans to ensure public safety 
with the trails as well as to make sure that 
the trail design meets the requirements nec
essary for continued flood protection as de
signed and required by the Federal sponsor 
for the river channel and levees. 
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Peoria taps 
site for, pari 
'to serve all 

generations' 
B) JeffGrant 

DAILY m;w -SUN 

The ciity's Engineering De
pa.rt"D?-ent is recommending 
entenng an agreement with 
the Flood Con rol District of 
Maricopa County for e tab
lishment of a 120-acre park 
off ~ake Pleasant Parkway 
behmd theNevv.River Dam to 
serve he rapidly developing 
northern portion of Peoria. 
~gineering Director Andy 

Gramge1~ who pre en ted the 
re ults of a site study to tb 
Ci~y Council Tue day night, 
smd theMCFCD-ownedland 

' ' 
south of the Dbdleta Drive 
alignment, is more than ad
equate to serve the city pur
poses . 

Wednesday, October 21 , 2015 
Sun City, Arizona 
THE DAILY NEWS-SUN 
Page: A1 

'The na ural desert envi
r?nmen has the appropriate 
IZe and lope to accommo

date all the amenities we en
vision. It acces from Loop 
303 andLakeP]easantPark
way is ideal; and (the park
way) has water and sewer in
frastructure for us to access" 
he aieL ' 

Par of a 457-acre t ract 
owned by the flood-con
trol di trictt the parcel i· 
over a mile from th neare t 
hou e, m~king i unlikely to 
draw res1dent ' objec ions 
Grainger added. 

Flood-_control district rep
resentatives cotlld not ilmme
diately be reached for com
ment._ However, Grainger 
descnbed reaction by the 
agency, which es entially is 

» Projecl on pageA6 
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a subdivision of county gov
ernment, as ' very enthu i
astic." 

FDC support i key ince 
the project,, which ·would co t 
Peoria nothing o a nominal 
fee of . 1-$2,. requires U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineer 
backing. Grainger . aid the 
county agency has an ex
cellent v. or king relationship 
·with the Los Angeies-area 
corps office~ and would be 
able to use that to trin1 the 
permitting proce s for such 
projects. 

Councilwollkm Bridget 

• 
Binsbacher; who repre ents 
the Mesquite District, where 
the project would go in, aid: 
lThis is fcmtastic. It's going 
to erve all generations;' he 
aid 
Binsbacher. whose children 

have taken part in cit-y youth 
athletics, said families in that 
area often face the difficult 
choice of driving their young
ster to v:enues in other parts 
of the city for prac · ces and 
game or staying out of the 
program. 

"By he time you get here 
and back, kid aren't getting 
t o bed until l O o'clock. On a 
school night, that can be a 
problem for kids,' he said. 

• Costs \vill depend on the fi-

nal project elements, bu City 
Nlanager Carl Swenson aid 
the fimds would come from 
Peoria's capital project bud
get, which would be reprior
itized o accommodate the 
park. 

Archi ec ural Senrice 
TYianager Ed Striffler said 
B oria ha the option of tap
ping into non-potable ground
vvater for ball field irriga
tion. Grainger noted "' ater 
and ew r access i avail-
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able through the lines now 
running along Lake Pleasant 
Parkwaj~ 

While he parcel lies in a 
flood plain, the portions tar
geted for the park are ar as 
not vulnerable o an inci-

dent beyond a 25- to 100-year 
event. 

The 330 or so acre not 
u ed for the park would re
main undeveloped. 

Jvlayor Ca hy Carlat, an
other Me quite Di trict res-

ident, noted a park the size 
and cope ofRio Vista or Pi
oneer Pai'k - Peoria1 t\\ro sig
nature community venue . 
in the c ntral and outhern 
part of the city - ha been 
dis u ed for year . 

"This has been so worth the 
' t'~ h 'd wat, ,e ru .. 

Carlat said the parks first 
phase plan would likely in
elude for playgTounds, light
ed ball fields, picnic areas and 
open trnf area . A plashpad 
and dog park also figLU'e to be 
in the mix. 

he en vi ions a recreation 
and community center, on the 
order of Rio Vista's, perhap 
in a ]a r phase. 

Striffier said final decisions 
on the lineup would follow a 
community meeting in ear
ly 2016 to obtain resident in
put. 

Binsbacher said she in
tends to begin reaching out 
to ci izens prior to tha date 
for input as well. 

S udie would take much 
of 2016, \Vi h a final design 
by the following year and the 
paTk' opening ..: orne time in 
2018 .. 

ontadrepm -er Jeff Grant 
at 62' ,...s-6-~5.1 or jgrm1 ?!· 
yonnve ' alley.c m. 
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Sl{e 113- "New River Dam" 

• 457 acmpatOC'(s}easl of La a 
P1ea$anl Pici'IY. south oiLoop 303 
a o ~~ eta Or";e 

• FCOMC owned land behtnd the da 
and levee 

. S,te COll~tf<JJOIS . 
. Ac'en~J.d inlr.Js,lru:tUfe nnds awt!1 II, 

,.._..., ••;.1\\.C 1 1'2 Hood j»QI 

arrrdu.'1 te,;ew IU'd ;ppr.:r.':t! by ltle l.'S 
IIYf Corp of EO'iln -" -lO\ Angees 

~1.., 1 of tte rarJJ ;, wll\n tne flo"*''" 

Peoria city staff Tuesday recommended the establishment of park off Lake Pleasant Parkway. [Jeff Grant/Daily News-Sun] 

• 
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ROB SCHUMACHER/THE REPUBLIC 
Chelsea and Brian Hjalmerson, and their daughter, Jillian, take a selfie during the first snow of the season near Flagstaff on Tuesday. 

TH 
,..,., 

KS, ELNINO 
Winter weather phenomenon brought wild, rainy day to Arizona 

WELDON B. JOHNSON 
THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL.COM 

October in the Phoenix area is often a 
transitional weather month, when the 
chaos of the monsoon retreats and Arizo
na gradually settles into a pattern of wet 
winter storms. 

We seemed to skip that in-between 
phase Thesday, as much of the state saw 
rain, winds and severe thunderstorms. 
Near Flagstaff, there was even a little 
snow. 

Thank you, El Nifio! 
The weather phenomenon, which 

most often influences the southern tier 
of U.S. states in the winter months, has 
already set up shop in a big way in the 
eastern Pacific Ocean. 

The warmer-than-usual waters asso
ciated with El Nifio are contributing 
moisture to the low-pressure systems fu-

See EL NINO, Page 16A 

~~ iJE:t~rr.~t··O: --- .~ 
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PATRICK BREEN/THE REPUBLIC 
El Nino brought a low-pressure system over the Southwest on Tuesday, dumping rain over 
the Valley and flooding roads like 11th Avenue and West Joy Ranch Road in New River. 



MARK HENLE/THE REPUBLIC 

Vehicles line up on Desert Hills Drive close to 15th Avenue near Anthem as Skunk Creek floods 
the road on Tuesday. The western part of Maricopa County received the most severe storms. 

El Niiio 
Continued from Page 1A 

eling the turbulent weather we experi
enced Thesday and may see again today. 

Mike Crimmins, an associate profes
sor and climatologist at the University of 
Arizona, said, "October is a funny month 
in the Southwest." 

"It's kind of a feast or famine. But this 
year, we had this really strange transi
tion from monsoon kind of ending in 
early September, honestly, to low-pres
sure systems interacting with tons and 
tons of tropical moisture to our south. It 
has led to an unusually wet October so 
far. That really is El Nifio related." 

On Thesday, rain began falling as 
early as 3 a.m. in some parts of the Val
ley, but more storms popped up about 9 
a.m. and others showed up closer to noon. 

A minivan became stuck in a running 
wash near 19th A venue and Desert Hills 
Drive near Anthem at about 7:30 a.m. 
Thesday, according to the Maricopa 
County Sheriff's Office. Within 45 min
utes, a three-person rescue team 
strapped a life vest on the driver and 
walked her through the flooded wash to 

safety. 
Some of the storms turned severe, in

cluding one that dumped rain over parts 
of the West Valley and central Phoenix 
heading into the early-afternoon hours. 
That storm left just more than an inch of 
rain in Goodyear as it made its way 
across the area. 

Other severe storms passed over the 
Carefree, Cave Creek and Scottsdale 
areas, as well as the western part of the 
county. 

A Maricopa County Flood Control 
District rain gauge in Wickenburg regis
tered 1.26 inches of rain by early after
noon. 

TheN ational Weather Service in Flag
staff issued a rare tornado warning for a 
storm that was southeast of Winslow late 
Thesday morning. It produced at least 
one funnel cloud, but theN ational Weath
er Service said it didn't touch the ground. 
Also in northern Arizona, light snow fell 
near the Arizona Snow bowl. 

Closer to the Valley, there were re
ports of funnel-cloud sightings near 
Wickenburg and Anthem, but those 
storms did not touch ground to become 
tornadoes. 

The low-pressure system bringing 
the rain is expected to stay in the area un
til Thursday. 

"October is a funny month in the Southwest. It's kind of a feast or famine." 

MIKE CRIMMINS 
UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR AND CLIMATOLOGIST 
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El Nifio predicted to cause wet winter 
W. V. gets sneak peek of possible strong storms to conte 
by Emily Toepfer 
auil"lit.nJ editor 

The summer monsoon may be over, but a 
wet winter !;eason is blowing in on 'its tailwind 
thanks to a stronger than normal El Niiio, 
'"-eather official.'i said. 

The N ationill Weather Service is forecasting a 
50. to 60-percenl chance thai this winter wiU be 
wetter than nonnal. 

In the West Valley, Avondale bore the brunt of 
a storm Tuesday that soaked the city with more 
than an inch of rain in an hour, according to the 
Maricopa County Flood Control District. 

No injuries were reported as a result of the 

storm, butA,roodale police a.s..'iil.-t.ed one vehicle 
that got caught in a flooded area near Fourth 
Street and Lower Buckeye Road, officials said. 

"We know certain areas of the dty where it 
floods a lot., so the officer was going over l.he:re 
to see if trnlybe we needed to close the roadway 
for the t1ooding." Officer Ray Emmett said. 
"When he got over there, he saw a vehicle was 
alrcad)' trapped, so he basically used his ve.hide 
to push it out and the guy went on his way." 

While there was no s1gnificant damage ro city 
property or facilities. the torrential downpour 
made for a very busy day for Avondale' N streels 

(~ El Niilo on Page 2) 

Viowl!hof<> .., Jordlltl Cll.~her 

CARS MAKE THEIR WAY down Litchfield 
Road during Tuesday's downpour in Goodyear. 
El Nino was to blame tor the heavy rains that 
flooded streets throughout the West VaJiey. 

~ 
----~ 
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El Nifto 
(FromPa~ I) 

maintenance crews. said Pier Sime.ri, a 
city spokeswoman. 

Several roads south of Interstate 10 
were flooded, including the city's histori~: 
area along Western Avenue, Simeri said. 

"Our crews responded immediately to 
make sure that the roads were safe for the 
traveling public; ' she said. "That included 
pumping water out of the streeiS and 
clearing debris. They worked until 9 p.m. 
Tuesday nighL" 

Over in Goodye.ar, half-inch-sized hail 
VO'rui reported by the National Weather 
Service ar Van Buren St:reet. and Estrella 
Parkway, and also near 181!.-t and 
Glendale avenues in Waddell. 

Tonopah also received about half an 
inch of ruin. caus.ing officials in the Saddle 
Mountain Unified School District to let 
pupils out early at around 11 :45 a.m. 

"Our bus route.-. traverse major washes., 
which fill rapidly and unexpectedly· 
therefore. student and staff safety 
mandates we take every precaution v.1ten 
storms suddenly strike: ' Superintendent 
Mark J ornanstad said. 

Saddle Mountain's buses tr.Jvell ,SOO 
mites per day in mostly rural areas. 

The district is part of a preparedness 
planning, group with five other school 
districts and the city of Buckeye, and i.'i 
already working to coordinate efforts in 
response to the anticipated wet weather 
this winter, Joraanstad said. 

El Niiio is chamclerized by unusually 
w-.u-m temperatures in the Equatorial 
P:K:ific Oc.ean, which spurs extreme 
weather patterns around the world, 
according to the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration. 

This year's El Nino appears likel)' to 
ri\'31 the ~:>1rongcst on rococd in 1997-98, the 
World Meteorological Organizatioo reports. 

Emily Toepfer can be reached by email 
at etoepfer@we sfl.'llllt!)'l'ieu,: com. 

• 
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B Rio corridor 
open house 

AYOndale, Goodvear and Bld· 
41'JQ, aklng With Maricopa County 
and Flood Control Oisl.rict of 
Maricopa County.....vesenta!lws 
will discuss p~annii; and deslgrl 
~kWnesforthe development of 
!heEl RiooorridoraflheGila River . 
"fhGmootlll(JWII beheld from 6to 
7:30 p.m.at 111& Es~rella Mountain 
Nature Center, 1480SW.Vineyard 
Ave., Goodyllar.. 

Friday, October 23, 2015 
Avondale, Arizona 
WEST VALLEY VIEW 
Page: A 18 1,-i 
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By f-::AROL't'N DRYER at a surprisingly low p1ice. 
EDITOR When city council ad-

opted the Community Ser-
Design and construction vice Master Plan, a com

for the first phase of a com- munity park in northern 
munity park in North Peoria Peoria was targeted as a 
is esi'imated to cost $30 mil- high priority. There were 
lion, and it has already been specifics included in that 
funded in the city's Capital priority: lighted ball fields, 
Improvement Program for playgrounds, picnic areas, 
FY 2017-2018. open tmf areas, a dog park, 

That being settled, a and other associated ame
Tuesday council study ses- nities. 
sion came to a consensus Once phase one is com
about a park site. And the pleted, plans call for a rec
good news is, it will come reation center. 

• e 

PARK: Largest site gets best review, From 1 

In its analysis, the park's 
design consultant, 12 De
sign, looked at three sites. 
One is owned by the Bmeau 
of Land Management. It is 
160 acres near the futme 
intersection of 99th Avenue 
and Lone Mountain Park
way. This site, however, 
presents challenges. It has 
natmal washes, and flood
way delineation across 
a large portion, as well 
as significant cultmal re
sources. All of these would 

M oRE PARK ON 2 

be problematic when it comes to offering 
the diverse programs at the park. 

The second site is owned by Property 
Reserve Arizona LLC. It was once the site 
of a gravel pit operation. The 320-acre prop
erty is east ofLoop 303, west oftheAgua 
Fria River, and north of Jomax. Parkway. 

This site, too, has challenges. There are 
concerns about the natme of the fill, along 
with significant infrastructure requirements, 
and according to Peoria Development and 
Engineering Director Andrew Granger, 
.. (with) its geographical constraints, it 
would be highly challenging to locate all the 
programmatic functions of the park onto the 
site within the approved budget." 

The third site is the largest at 457 acres. 
It is owned by the Flood Control District 
ofMaricopa County and is behind the New 
River Dam in the impoundment area east of 
Lake Pleasant Parkway, south ofLoop 303, 
and what Granger described as "the most 
ideal site for the park due to the site location 
away from development, close proximity to 
infrastructure, and natural condition of the 
land, which will be able to fully accommo
date the park's full design build-out." 

Efforts are already underway, as the city 
works with FCDDMC and the U.S. Army 
Corps ofEngineers to proceed with concep
tual design and mitigate any impacts to the 
existing New River levee and darn areas. 

During discussions Tuesday, it was clear 
Granger and city staff leaned toward the 
third site. Granger was given the go-ahead 
to proceed with its acquisition. It will not be 
an ownership agreement, rather, a long-tenn 
lease-type agreement that must be approved 
by the Army Corps of Engineers. Granger 
indicated the FCDMC is willing to help 
fast-track that process. 

Of note, the city is able to acquire the 
land at no or nominal cost because it plans 
to develop the land for public, not private, 
use. 

Mesquite Councilmember Brigdet Bins
bacher said, "I love the idea it's a lot ofland 
to work with." 

Mayor Cathy Carlat said, "This has been 
such a long time coming. But, it 's worth 
the wait. To find this spot, it will be the 
most beautiful park in our city and all cit
ies around. It's really a gift for the citizens 
of our city. I'm ready to get started as soon 
as possible." 

Public meetings are scheduled to begin in 
early 2016, when residents will be asked to 
make suggestions about park amenities. 

Binsbacher, who has been working with 
city staff throughout the site selection, said, 
"I want to make sme the whole process of 
creating this new park, from sta11 to finish, 
is in the hands of those people who will use 
it every day." 

~ -
~ 



• 
102415 

Arrowhead Media 
Peoria Today 
Sun City, A?:,. 

This land near the levee east of Lake Pleasant Parkway between Happy Valley Road and Loop 303 is slated for establishment of Peoria's third community park, 
a 102-acre multiuse facility with an eventual community center. [Jeff Grant/Today staff) 

Peoria taps site for park 
'to serve all generations' 

By Jeff Grant 
TODAY STAFF 

The city's Engineering 
Department is recommend
ing entering an agreement 
with the Flood Control Dis
trict of Maricopa County 
for establishment of a 120-

acre park offLake Pleasant 
Parkway behind the New 
River Dam to serve the rap
idly developing northern 
portion of Peoria. 

Engineering Director 
Andy Grainger, who pre
sented the results of a site 

study to the City Coun
cil Tuesday night, said 
the MCFCD-owned land, 
south of the Dixileta Drive 
alignment, is more than ad
equate to serve the city's 
purposes. 

"The natural desert envi-

ronment has the appropri
ate size and slope to acco,m
modate all the amenities we 
envision. Its access from 
Loop 303 and Lake Pleas
ant Parkway is ideal; and 
(the parkway) has water 

» See Park on page A6 



Park 
»From page AI 

and sewer infrastructure 
for us to access," he said. 

Part of a 457-acre tract 
owned by the flood-con
trol district, the parcel is 
over a mile from the near
est house, making it unlike
ly to draw residents' objec
tions, Grainger added. 

Flood-control district 
representatives could not 
immediately be reached 
for comment. However, 
Grainger described reac
tion by the agency, which 
essentially is a subdivision 
of county government, as 
"very enthusiastic." 

FDC support is key since 
the project, which would 
cost Peoria nothing to a 
nominal fee of $1-$2, re
quires U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers backing. Grainger 
said the county agency has 
an excellent working rela
tionship with the Los An
geles-area corps office, and 
would be able to use that to 
trim the permitting process 

I 

for such projects. be reprioritized to accom-
Councilwoman Bridg- modate the park. 

et Binsbacher, who repre- Architectural Services 
sents the Mesquite District, Manager Ed Striffler said 
where the project would go Peoria has the option of 
in, said: "This is fantastic. tapping into non-potable 
It's· going to serve all gen- groundwater for ball field 
erations," she said. irrigation. Grainger noted 

Binsbacher, whose chil- water and sewer access is 
dren have taken part in city available through the lines 
youth athletics, said families now running along Lake 
in that area often ..---------, Pleasant Park
face the difficult 
choice of driving 
their youngsters 
to venues in oth
er parts of the 
city for practices 
and games or stay
ing out of the pro
gram. 

"By the time 
you get there and 
back, kids aren't 
getting to bed un
tillO o'clock. On a 
school night, that 
can be a prob
lem for kids," she 
said. 

Part of a 457-
acretract 

owned by the 
flood-control 
distri.c~ the 

parcel is over 
a mile from 
the nearest 

house, making 
it unlikely 
to draw 

residents' 
objections. 

way. 
While the par

cel lies in a flood 
plain, the por
tions targeted for 
the park are areas 
not vulnerable to 
an incident be
yond a 25- to 100-
year event. The 
330 or so acres not 
used for the park 
would remain un
developed. 

Mayor Cathy 
Carlat, another 
Mesquite District 
resident, noted a 

Costs will depend on the 
final project elements, but 
City Manager Carl Swenson 
said the funds would come 
from Peoria's capital proj
ects budget, which would 

park the size and scope of 
Rio Vista or Pioneer Park 
- Peoria's two signature 
community venues in the 
central and southern parts 
of the city - has been dis-

cussed for years. 
"This has been so worth 

the wait," she said. 
Carlat said the park's 

first phase plan would like
ly include for playgrounds, 
lighted ball fields, picnic ar
eas and open turf areas. A 
splashpad and dog park also 
figure to be in the mix. She 
envisions a recreation and 
community center, on the 
order ofRio VIsta's, perhaps 
in a later phase. 

Architectural Services 
Manager Ed Striffier said 
final decisions on the line
up would follow a communi
ty meeting in early 2016 to 
obtain resident input. Bins
bacher said she intends to 
begin reaching out to citi
zens prior to that date for 
input as well. 

Studies would take much 
of 2016, with a final design 
by the following year and 
the park's opening some
time in 2018. 
Contact reporter Jeff Gr·ant 
at 623-876-2514 or jgrant@ 
yourwestvalley.com. 

• Check us out and like 
Yourwestvalley.com on 
Facebook and YourWVNews on 
Twitter 

• 

• 
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• r1ver r ns t roug it 
W. V. residents get chance to weigh in on development along El Rio Corridor 
by Jeannette Cnu. 

• 

st4/f111riter 

The public is invited to a meeting and open bouse 
tOOa}' ~g the design guicklincs and planning 
~for firtwoe de\-elopment aloog the El Rio 

• 

Corridor of the Gila River in l111e West V.dley. 
lbe infonnarional meeting will be from 6 

to 7:30p.m. at the Estrella Mountain N~ture 
CcnLer. 14805 W. Vmey:rrd Ave. in GoodyeM. 

The El Rio Corridor is a 17 .5-milc project 
stretching along the Gila River from its 
confluence with the Agua Fria River we~t to the 
State ROUl 85 bridge. 

"This is kind of the second tep in the process 
fur the El Rio Watercourse M:b1er Plan. which 
wa.' dc\eloped in 2006 mxl adopted by Avondale. 
Buclreye. Goodyear and the Flood Control District 
of Maricopa County." said Bob \\riSCner. Buckeye 

cons&Vation and project manage.r . 
The E1 Rio Watercourse Master Pl3Il was 

de igned to enhan e the land around the Gila 
River, while also providing alternatives for flood 
control in the area. 

During the open hou.~. staff from em:b of the 
citie ana agencies. along with the consultant 
team, led by J2 Engineering nnd Environmental 

(See River on Page 2) 
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(ABOVE) NUVIA CLUFF·MARTINEZ,Ieft, and Jose Escalante, 13, both of Avondale work together Oct. 
24 at the Tres Rios cleanup in Avondale. The El Rio Corridor beQins at Tres Rios and runs west to Buckeye. 
(Below) West Phoenix resident Vanessa Price picks up trash during the annual cleanup, which is one of 
Avondale's Make a Difference Day projects. 

• River 

• 

(From Page 1 

De.-.ign, \\-ill provide an overview of the the El Rio design 
guideJines and planning standards. 

The document includes land development guidelines, local 
planning requiremenbi and trnnsit planning, \VJScne:r said. 

The recommendatioru will cover land development, 
trails. open space, landscaping, ignage and economic 
development opportUILi tie , Wisener said.. 

"We are ensuring that we are preserving views to the 
river, trails and open spa es •• he said. 

The guideJines are not regulatmy, but are intended to 
provide guidance for development along the river. 

''Th ultimate goal i to have consi tent development 
to the ri er.. preserving acce. lo the river. really keeping 
recre..ational and multi-u. e opportunities and preserving 
natur.U resources.'' \\rJScrl r said. 

The cities of Avondale. Goodyear and Buckeye have 
also identified conceptual design. for throe pilot projects, 
which will provide recreational access to the ri'\l•er. 

The public will be able to view informational boards 
about lh guideli~ provide input and a.'ik questions of 
agenq• staff and the con ultant team. 

In ~tion, a draft of the design guidelines and plans is 
available online al gilari erprojects.com. 

The agencie will a cept public comments on the draft 
document until Nov. lO. Comments and que lions can be 
suhmiued to \Vi eoer at rwi · ner@buclmycaz.gov . 

Jemmette Cruz can 1M rca hed by email 
aJ j cru::.@wesn'Olley•>iew.com. 
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The New River Dam site with West Wing Mountain in the background is the preferred site for 
Peoria's third community park. 

Council looks at home for 
3rd community park 
$30 million park scheduled 
to open in fall 2018 

By Cecilia Chan 
Independent Newspapers 

k a testimony of its northern growth, 
eoria is ready to site its third com
unity park there. 

The staff-preferred location is about 457 
acres and sits behind the New River Dam, 
east of Lake Pleasant Parkwav and so11th 

of Loop 303. Nearby home developments 
include Pleasant Valley, Rock Springs and 
Sonoran Mountain Ranch subdivisions. 

"This has been such a long time com
ing," Mayor Cathy Carlat said. "The citizens 
in the northern part of the city have been 
waiting a long time." 

The site is owned by Maricopa County 
Flood Control District and would cost the 
city zero or a token $1, according to Andy 

See Park - Page 6 

e 

Rio Vista Community Park 
8866 W. Thunderbird Road 
• 52 Acres 
• Urban lake 
• 6 large group picnic ramada 
• 3 lighted sand volleyball courts 
• Playground and tot lot 
• Skate park 
• 7 lighted softball fields 
• Multi-purpose fields 
• Splash park 
•walk/jog path 
• Recreation Center 
• Veterans Memorial Wall 

Pioneer Park 
8755 N. 83rd Ave. 
• 6 ball fields - Concessions area I 
• 4 lighted multipurpose fields 
• Dog park 
• Lake with catch-and-keep fishing 
• Picnic ramadas with grills 
• Playground/swing sets 
• Splash ground 
• Heritage Garden for small events 

~ -\N -
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Grar.'ger, city Developruent and Engineering 
director at last week's study session. 

A ctty-hired consultant examined the 
three most viable sites in Northern Peoria 
to locate the park. The other two sites that 
did not make the cut due to various obsta
cles are a 160-acre plot of land owned by 
the Bureau of Land Management near the 
future intersection of 99th Avenue and Lone 
Mountain Parkway and a privately owned 
320 acres east of Loop 303, west of the Agua 
Fria River and north of Jomax Parkway. 

The city has budgeted $30 million for the 
project, which includes $500,000 for a study 
and $1.7 million for design. 

The new park will include lighted ball 
fields, playgrounds, picnic areas, a dog park 
and possibly a skate park. Future plans call 
for a recreation/aquatics center, with West
wing Mountain in the backdrop, but is not 
yet funded. At least 120 acres of the property 
would be developable, with amenities built 
on pads so not to disturb the natural habitat, 
Mr. Granger said. 

The city will begin in early 2016, to solicit 
residents' input on amenities they want to 
see for the park. 

"Development is obviously up north and 
will remain that way for many, many years," 
Ironwood District Councilman Bill Patena 
said. "There's no question those citizens 
there will need the amenity." 

He then asked staff how the future com
munity center will be funded. 

City Manager Carl Swenson said the two 
options are to either reprioritize the I 0-year 
capital improvement program or find a new 
revenue source to fund the construction. 

City staff anticipate a one year-design 

What 
do you 
think? 

Do you have an opinion 
on this issue? Share 
your comments. 

• E-mail: cchan@newszap.com 

process with construction to begin in mid-
2017 and completion by fall2018. 

The big hold-up in moving faster would 
be the need to apply for a permit from the 
U.S. Army Corp. of Engineers, which could 
take one to two years, Mr. Granger said. 
But that process could be shortened by 
piggy-backing onto Flood Control's permit 
with the federal agency, he added. 

Despite the land being located primarily 
in a flood plain, attributes include its acces
sibility to Loop 303 and L.ake Pleasant Park
way. It also allows for passive recreation 
such as hiking, biking and horseback riding, 
which can extend beyond the site. 

The site also has possible access to 
non-potable groundwater, according to 
staff. 

The largest expense in a park is the irri
gation of ballfields, Mr. Granger said. 

Potable water, which is not drinking 
quality, costs three times more than non-po
table water, he noted. Of the city's other two 
community parks - Rio Vista uses SRP ir
rigation water and Pioneer uses reclaimed 
water. 

The council is expected to approve the 
final park selection in a future meeting. 

"I'm so excited about this I can hard
ly stay in my chair," said Mesquite District 
Councilwoman Bridget Binsbacher, who 
represents North Peoria. "!love the idea that 
it's a lot of land to work with. We can grow 
into that land." 

• 

• 
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Beavy rains test 
improvements 
Residents consider selling homes 
By Patti Slattery 
Reporter 

Heavy rains washed through 
Wickenburg last Tuesday, Oct. 20, 
putting the Town's repairs and 
new improvements to the test. 

As floodwaters rose and swept 
towards the Hassayampa River, it 
was apparent that improvements 
actually steered water away from 
homes, especially on El Recreo 
Drive and along Powder House 
Wash. 

'They (Town of Wickenburg 
employees) came in so fast," 
said Wickenburg resident Tony 
Hill, whose home is one of the 
six chosen to participate in the 
Wickenburg Flooded Properties 
Acquisition Project, . "It looks like 
they've done everything they can. 
I'm just tickled to death they're 
doing such a fantastic job. I appre
ciate it." 

According to Hill, recent 
improvements made by the Town 
helped divert water from his prop
erty. 

For the last two years, Hill and 
his wife Trudy have succumbed 
to floodwaters, damaging the inte
rior of their home, garage, pos
sessions and property. This time 
water flowed by, but their prop
erty remained dry, although the 
rain was significantly less than the 
downpour on July 18. 

"We're thankful that no 
homes were flooded on Tuesday 
or Wednesday," noted Town 
Manager Josh Wright. "After the 
July 18 flood, the Town spent 
approximately $250,000 to rebuild 
roads and drainage structures ... 
in particular, the Town's efforts to 
re-channelize portions of Powder 
House Wash and the temporary 
food wall we constructed at the 
south end of the wash were criti
cal in preventing floodwaters from 

entering homes. We also built a 
new spillway where the wash emp
ties into the Hassayampa River 
behind McDonald's. Working 
with the Flood Control District of 
Maricopa County and other part
ners, we are looking forward to 
acquiring flood-prone properties 
in this area in the very near future, 
which will allow the wash to follow 
its natural course ... " 

Along with the Town's success, 
however, there were also areas of 
improvement that did not seem to 
stop the floodwaters. 

Aztec Mobile Home Park had 
concrete barriers placed along 
the east side of the property on 
Sullivan Road, but according to 
Manager Bev Bodiroga, water 
poured over the top of the barrier, 
dumping sand, rocks and water 
into the park. 

"If the town doesn't get together 
and do something along Bass Road 
(north of Aztec), it will continue to 
get flooded," Bodiroga said. 

According to Wright, the barrier 
was a temporary fix, and he hadn't 
heard the water went over it dur
ing this past storm. 

"Our team inspected this area 
after last week's storms and does 
not believe the notion that water 
flowed over the top of the con
crete flood wall is accurate," noted 
Wright. 'The flood wall is effective
ly a series of stackable concrete 
bricks that help hold water back 
and hold the road in place. There 
are spaces in between the blocks, 
however, and it makes sense that 
some water passed through those 
openings ... The flood wall was 
designed as a temporary solution 
to one of two drainage concerns 
near Aztec Trailer Park: first, 
water draining across US 60 from 

See Floods Page A-8 
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El Rec-reo Drive is diverted 
to a .. elatively small cul
vert beneath the highway 
owned and maintained by 
the Town. The concrete wall 
is intended to prevent water 
passing through this culvert 
to sheet flood over Sullivan 
Street and into Aztec, and it 
appears to have petiormed 
as designed." 

Even though none of the 
six homes in the flood plain 
were damaged last week, 
they are already irrepara
bly impaired from previ
ous floods. The Town of 
Wickenburg is currently 
waiting on the Maricopa 
County Board of Supervisors 
to approve the acquisi
tion program and will then 
approach each resident for 
appraisals to determine fair
market, pre-flood value, then 
offer to purchase the proper
ties and assist residents in 
relocation. 

As far as Hill is con
cerned, he sees the acquisi
tion project philosophically. 

"I don't have a choice," 
he said. "I've gone through 
all this and I'm still alive. 
You can't control nature," 
Hill said. 

Homeowner Drake Sass, 

another resident approved 
for the program is willing to 
consider selling, but is dis
appointed he will walk away 
from a home that would 
have been paid off in nine 
years. 

"It's clear to me staying 
in this location is danger
ous, and both my wife and 
daughter are terrified any
time it begins to storm," 
Sass said. "We've been 
through this twice. Do I 
think it's a good idea? I 
think it's a great idea, but 
the offer will determine 
what we will do." 

Laura Lemon, another of 
the six whose home was 
destroyed, is trying to stay 
positive. 

"It's easy to get in the 
victim mode,!' she said, ''but 
I'm determined to be grate
ful. The bottom line is it's 
a good thing for flood con
trol to get together with the 
town." 

As far as walking away, 
Lemon is still grieving the 
loss of the home she resided 
in for 10 years, but said she 
is willing to sell to the town. 

"Really, we don't own any
thing," she said. 'We think 
we do, but we don't. 

• 

• 

• 
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News 
Mesa property to be sold by 
county flood control district 

A total of 12.6 acres of vacant land at 
Loop 202 and Power Road and zoned RS~90 
in the city of Mesa is to be sold at auction 
Nov. 10 by the Flood Control District of Mari
copa County. 

It is east of Power Road and south of 
Eagle Crest Drive, according to the Maricopa 
County Department of Transportation web
site. Learn more at http://www.mcdot.man
copa.gov/real-estate/property-management. 
htm. 

DAVID KADLUBOWSKI!THE REPUBLIC 

Lightning streaks across the sky in Ahwatukee Foothills on Thursday. Bands of strong storms developed to the south and west of the Valley. 

Thunderstorms put on a show 
and drench the Phoenix area 
WELDON B. JOHNSON 
THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL.COM 

Nearly every Valley community re
ceived at least a little rain Thursday. 

Some residents woke to light showers, 
and some were treated to a light show af
ter dark. In between were several 
rounds of precipitation, with gentle rain 
giving way to strong storms in the after
noon that dissipated in the evening. 

The National Weather Service in 
Phoenix issued three severe thunder
storm warnings Thursday afternoon as 
bands of strong storms developed to the 
south and west of the Phoenix area. 

There were reports of downed power 
lines near Apache Junction which left a 
handful of homes without power. Thun
derstorms hit Apache Junction, Buck
eye, and Litchfield Park early in the af
ternoon but dissipated Thursday night. 

During the strongest storms, a Mar
icopa County Flood Control District 
rain gauge near 116th A venue and the 
Gila River had recorded the most rain
fall in the area with .63 inches. 

A passing cold front caused the del
uge. The sporadic showers are expect
ed to leave highs for the Valley in the 
upper 70s today. There's a 20 percent 
chance of rain this morning, but the 
showers should taper off by 11 a.m. 
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Winter storm 
wets weekend 

The cool, damp weekend 
was a reminder that we are 
heading into the winter 
months, and long-range 
forecasts suggest it could 
be a wet season ahead. 

The Maricopa County 
Flood Control District rain 
gauges in Fountain Hills 
collected rainfall amounts 
ranging from a quarter to 
one-third inches. 

The greatest amount 
for those monitoring sta
tions was .35-inch along 
McDowell Mountain Road 
just north of town. The 
Fountain Hills Fire Station 
on Palisades Boulevard 
received .31-inch. 

The rain gauge outside 
The Times office on Laser 
Drive had about .50-inch. 

The county monitoring 
sites received more than 
an inch of rainfall in higher 
elevations north of Foun
tain Hills near Sunflower. 
Payson was receiving snow 
Sunday and Monday. 
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MARK HENLE/THE REPUBUC 

(onstruction workers continue to work on the $40.8 million hydraulic steel dam at Tempe Town 
Lake, Sept. 29 •. 2014, at Tempe Town Lake. 

New dam takes shape 
at Tempe Town Lake 
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DARREN DARONCO 
THE REPUBLIC • AZCENTRAL.COM 

Dam repair at Tempe Town Lake took 
a visible leap forward Monday as crews 
installed the fi!rst of eight steel gates . 

''This is a real miles tone where we are 
at," said TempespokeswomanNikki.Rip
ley. 

While crew shave worked on the west
ern dam since June 2014, the large gate 
offers visual proof to residents that the 
roughly $47 million proj'ect is nearing 
completion. 

Ripley said the dty estimates the dam 
will be finished by March 2016. 

Once finished, the city wHl drain 
much of the lake's water so crews can re
move the old dam. 

Ripley said about two-thirds of the 
water will get diverted. She said that 
process could take about six weeks be
fore the lake could be refilled and re
opened. 

Construction won't interfere with any 
Tempe Beach Park events . 

"All the linear parks and pathways 
are projected to remain open," Ripley 
said. 

But some boating and other water-re
lated events will be rescheduled. The 

"This is a real milstone 

where we are at." 

NIK KI RIPLE Y 
TEMPE SPOKESWOMAN 

citywill directmostofthelake's fish into 
SRP canals. 

The steel gates are expected to be a 
much more durable option than the rub
ber bladd·ers. One of those rubber blad
dersburstin2010while the city was pre
paring to replace the old dam, spilling 
over a half billion gallons of \-.;rater from 
the lake. 

The eight steel gates each stand 17 
feet high, 106 feet wide and weigh 
232,000 pounds, and are expected to last 
at least SO years, according to a Tempe 
press release. 

Tempe Town Lake sits south of Loop 
202,. from east of Rural Road to west of 
Mill Avenue . 
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The Gila Bend Town Council held a regular 
meeting on October 27 in the school media center. All 
councilmembers present except Fernando Fernandez. 

Valerie Swick, Project Manager, from 
Maricopa County Flood Control gave a presentation 
on the updated Flood Control Plan for Gila Bend. The 
latest p lan has revised recommendations for 
improvements to the Sand Tank and Bender washes 
with levys built along Sand Tank Wash and in the area 
of south Scott Avenue. The improvements would 
protect the property on Gila Bend's southside from 
flooding in the event of a 100-year flood. The total 
cost is estimated at $3,357,000. 

Council received the September Law 
Enforcement Repor~ md an update from MCSO. 

Council app_ oved the minutes of the October 
13 council meeting and the payment of claims in the 
amount of$215,712.69 for October 1 through 15. 

Council . approved the annual renewal of 
employee insurance benefits with Aetna beginning 
December 1, 2015 . 

Council approved the Minor Subdivion/Lot 
Split for the Sonoran Trails property tore-plat Cotton 
Center One, Lot 1 into Parcell and Parcel2 in order 
to return it from housing development back to 
agricultural production. The Cotmcil also approved the 
mutual termination of the Sonoran Trails Development 
Agreement. 

Council approved emergency repairs to the 
Wastewater Department's backhoe estimated at 
$24,021.40 plus a rental at $2,528.49. 

Town Manager repmted that the highway 85 
paving project in the area of the airport is out to bid. 
Work is expected to take place in mid January to 
February. 

Meeting adjourned. Next meeting is scheduled 
for November 10 . 
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Stormy weather can leave washes and arroyos in 
Fountain Hills with rushing water that can cause 
damage if not properly managed. 

Town explains fee need 
By Bob Burns 
Times Reporter 

The Town of Fountain 
Hills is in the process of 
implementing an environ
mental fee to help offset 
the costs of federal- and 
state-mandated clean wa
ter regulations. 

Property owners will be 
receiving a bill in January 
for a total of $36 to cover 
the $3 per month fee for 
2016. 

The town is holding a 
series of public open house 
sessions to answer ques
tions about the fee and how 
it will be used. The first of 
those is today, Wednesday, 
Dec. 2, at 10 a .m . at the 
Community Center. 

This article explains the 
storm water regulations to 
which the town must comply. 

Most people do not know 
that there are two com
pletely separate systems 
that handle storm water 
and sewer water in the com
munity. 

Having separate systems 
for storm water and sewer 
waste water is common in 
virtually every municipal
ity in the Valley. 

On average the Valley 
receives about seven inches 
of rain each year, and storm 
water is treated differently 
than sanitary waste water. 

Through last week the 
Maricopa County Flood 
Control District had record
ed 7.56 inches of rain thus 
far in 2015 at the Palisades 
Boulevard Fire Station in 
Fountain Hills. 

After a rain storm, water 
travels through a complex 
storm water collection sys-

(cont. on page 18A) 

Fee 
(cont. from page 1A) 

tern that is made up of gut
ters, catch basins, streets, 
was.lles , retention basins 
and other storm water con
veyance structures. 

While the storm water 
travels through the system 
it carries debris, oils, sedi
ment and other contami
nates that are picked up 
along the way. 

The water in the storm 
system is not treated for 
contaminants in the same 
way that sanitary waste
water is treated. 

It goes directly into the 
ground via infiltration into 
the soil. Any contaminants 
will eventually make their 
way into the water table 
and even rivers and lakes. 

The sanitary sewer col
lection is a closed system 
receiving waste water from 
hom es and businesses 
from sinks, toilets, shows 
and baths. From there 
the waste water travels 
through a series of pipes to 
the wastewater treatment 
plant. 

Clean Water Act 
The federal Clean Water 

Act (CWA), among other 
things, regulates storm 
water and urban runoff to 
protect water quality, and 
it specifies the responsibili
ties of municipalities. 

The Phase II Final Rule 
requires small municipal 
storm water systems, des
ignated as MS4s, such as 
Fountain Hills, to obtain 
a permit that specifies the 
measures that must be 
taken to prevent pollution 
from entering the storm 
water system. 

In Arizona Phase II per
mits are administered by 
the Arizona Department 
of Environmental Quality 
(ADEQ). 

The Town of Fountain 
Hills has held at Phase 
II permit since June 2003 
and, as a result, must meet 
certain requirements as 
the permit holder. 

The main requirement is 
establishing and maintain
ing a Storm Water Manage
ment Plan (SWMP). 

-::fl=- ( 38 

Fountain Hills is re
quired to prohibit non
storm water discharges 
into the storm water sys
tem and to implement en
forcement procedures. 

In order to meet these 
requirements, the Foun
tain Hills Town Council ad
opted Ordinance 03-13 on 
June 3, 2003. The SWMP 
includes six Minimum Con
trol Measures with Best 
Management Practices 
(BMPs) and measurable 
goals for each: 

*Construction of storm 
water runoff controls. 

qllicit discharge detec
tion and elimination. 

':'Pollution prevention. 
*Post - construction 

storm water management. 
*Public education and 

outreach. 
*Public participation/ 

involvement. 
Fountain Hills is a 

member of Storm Water 
Outreach for Regional Mu
nicipalities (STORM), an 
organization made up of23 
municipal organizations. 

The STORM organiza
tion helps provide educa
tional material relating to 
storm water management 
and provides a forum for 
discussion of best manage
ment practices for partici
pating municipalities. 

One can visit the STORM 
website for more informa
tion at www.azstorm.org. 

The Town Council has 
moved to implement the 
storm water fee for all land 
parcels in Fountain Hills as 
a way to generate revenue 
to cover costs related to 
meeting these permit and 
enforcement requirements. 

Failure to do so could 
result in the town paying 
hefty fines for non-com
pliance of these mandates 
or possibly reducing other 
town services to pay for 
these services. 

The town has scheduled 
the following open house 
meetings for residents to 
attend and learn more 
about the environmental 
fee: 

*Wednesday, Dec. 2, 10 
a.m., Community Center, 
Yavapai Room. 

*Wednesday, Dec. 9, 6:30 
p.m., Community Center 
Computer Lab. 
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Flood control project begins 
Contractors have begun 

work on a flood control and 
drainage improvement 
project in Ashbrook Wash. 

As a result, Bayfield 
Drive is closed between 
Hamilton and Ashbrook 
drives. 

The closure will con
tinue to April 1, 2016. 

The project includes the 
construction of concrete 
box culverts where Bayfield 
crosses Ashbrook Wash. 

Additionally, another 
phase of the project will 
include the construction 
of box culverts at Saguaro 
Boulevard and Ashbrook 
Wash. 

The Saguaro work 
started Monday, Dec. 7, 
according to town Street 
Supervisor Justin Weldy. 

Work on Saguaro will 
begin on the west side 
(southbound lanes), with 
traffic restricted to one 
lane in each direction in 

Crews began work on Monday, Dec. 3, at the Bayfield 
Drive crossing of Ashbrook Wash. The street is 
scheduled to remain closed through March for 
construction of a culvert at the wash. 

the northbound lanes. 
The Flood Control Dis

trict of Maricopa County 
and the Town of Fountain 
Hills are partnering on the 

project to make drainage 
improvements in Ashbrook 
Wash between Bayfield 
Drive and Del Cambre 
Avenue. 

A third component of 
the project is the removal 
of numerous palm trees 
growing in the wash, 
which inhibits storm wa
ter flow. That work is also 
beginning this week in the 
wash. 

Besides the replacement 
of the two culvert crossings 
(at Bayfield Drive and Sa
guaro Boulevard), the ad
ditional work will include 
cleaning and channelizing 
Ashbrook Wash as neces
sary to ensure it can safely 
convey flood flows. 

Once· completed, proper
ties adjacent to the wash 
between Bayfield Drive 
and Del Cambre Avenue 
will have protection from 
flooding caused by 100-year 
flow events through the 
wash, or flows that have a 1 
percent chance of occurring 
in any given year. 
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Town funds 
continued 
flood repairs 
By Patti Slattery 
Reporter 

For the third time Wickenburg 
Town Council ratified spend
ing of emergency funds for 
repairs following monsoon 
flooding earlier in the year. 
During the Monday council 
meeting, $36,189 was approved 
to be taken from the Capital 
Improvement Project fund 
(CIP) for continuing repairs. 

With this most recent approv
al, the total expenses to date 
are $285,316, which is $1,497 
under original estimates. Of this 
most-recent allocation, $9,138 
will go to Rummel Construction 
to replace the waterline along 
Constellation Road to the 
Everett Bowman Rodeo Arena. 
This is $1,270 under the original 
bid of $10,408. 

Initially, the Town attempted 
to solve the waterline break 
by developing an existing 
well at the rodeo grounds 
into a potable well, butte ting 
determined levels of nitrate 

were higher than acceptable. 
A major flood on July 18 took 

out Constellation Road and 
damaged homes and property 
in the area of El Recreo and 
Jack Burden roads. Then, the 
flood in October did more dam
age. Although recent repairs 
prevented some problems with 
flooding, the sidewalk, houlder 
and parts of Constellation Road 
along Desert Cypress Mobile 
Home Park were destroyed. 
Herco Concrete repaired 
the damage with slurry from 
Hanson Aggregates as a rein
forcement. Herco charged 
$13,200 and Hanson Aggregates 
$10,973. The budget for Herco 
Concrete went over by $800, 
and Councilman Chris Band 
questioned Public Works 
Director Vince Lorefice about 
the cost difference. Lorefice 
said the additional funds went 
toward concrete, explaining that 
once repairs began it became 
apparent there was more dam
age than first estimated. 
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Gilbert buys expansive regional park land for $10 
JESSICA BOEHM 
THf REJIUBUCI AZC£Nl11ALCOM 

Thday, the land southwest of Queen 
Creek and Higley roads is nothing more 
than a dirt lot that runs along the Roose
velt Canal, scattered with patches of 
overgrown weeds. 

After spending just $10. Gilbert po
tentially is on its way to developing that 
land into a regional park of the caliber of 
Kiwanis Park in Tempe or the Indian 
Bend Wash Greenbelt in Scottsdale.. 

The 2.25-acre plot is owned by Flood 
Control District of Jl.'f.aricopa County, 
which is currently building a basin on the 
tand that will capWre water from the 
Queen Creek Wash and Sonnqui Wash 
during storms.. 

Gilbert Council member Eddie Cook. 
who saw potential in the property two 
years ago, said he began meeting with 
Maricopa County supervisors shortly af
ter his idea was hatched to see if tbe 
county would hand over part of the land 
to the to\.vn. 

In an agreement signed in M:Sy, the 
county granted Gilbert recreational use 

of the land, so long as the park develo.P
ment does not interfere with the basm. 
The county charged a nominal amount. 
$10, for the land. 

The land. combined with an adjacent 
47 acres already owned by the tO\\'II. will 
make up a 172-acre regional park. It will 
be large enough to fit Gilbert's four ex· 
isting district parks - Freestone, Cross
roads, Discovery and McQueen- within 
its boundaries. 

The financial benefits of this park 
land go beyond just the Low initial cost. 
Parks and Recreation Director Rod Bu
chanan said. Having one large park as 
opposed to building four smaller parks 
around the southern part of the town will 
keep long-term operational costs down. 

"1 t costs less per acre to maintain than 
itwouldatfourotherlocations,"Buchan
ansaid 

The size of the park will lend itself to 
amenities that could rak"t! in money for 
the town, like sports fields and corporate 
ramadas, Buchanan said. 

Cook said he believes the park will be 
a magnet for regional sports tourna
ments and other large-scale events that 

CHERYl EVANSITH£ REPUBUC 

Nathan fonm~an. of Queen Creek. f.shes at 
Kiwanis Parle in Tempe. Gilbert Council 
mMJber Eddie Cook envish:ms a ~omparable 
regional park for the town. 

will draw visitors - and their dollars -
from. across the Valley and beyond. 
Small businesses and mavbe even a hotel 
could locate around the p·ark to provide 
for these guests. he said. 

"You begintoseethat that park will be 
an attraction for major events like that 
and see that economic development 
from that park is just going to nurture 
and grow other businesses," Cook said. 

Not everyone is thrilled about the po
tential size ol the park. 

Councilman Victor Petersen said he is 

concerned that the size of the park does 
not meet the actual need of Gilbert resi· 
dents. He said he does not want the town 
to go into debt to build something much 
larger than nee~': 

"I Jive in south Gilbert and I under
stand that there is an argument that 
there's an :immediate need for paries in 
south Gilbert - I get that. But nobody's 
arguing that we need all ot this p-ark at 
this point," Petersen said. 

Last rrumth, the Tm\'ll Council ap
proved the conceptual design process of 
the park, which will unfold over the 
course of the next six months. The town 
will work with a contractor to conduct an 
extensive review of amenity options, 
traffic and parking accommodatron, rev
enue o.pportunities and more. The re
view will .cost up to $732,000. 

Public in~ut abo. ut desired amenities 
will be sought by way of focus groups, 
workshops and online input during this 
process, Buchanan said. 

Council members directed that prices 
of potential amenities be included in all 
diSCussions with the public so tha.t resi
dents can make educated decisions. 

~ -..;::.. 
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Park 
Continued from Page 8 

to go into debt to build something much 
larger than necessary. 

''I live in south Gilbert and I under
stand that there i.s an argument that 
there's an immediate need for parks in 
south G.ilben ~I get that. But nobod~··s 
arguing that we need aU of this park at 
this point." PeterM!n said. 

Last month. the 1bvm. Council ap. 
proved the conceptual design process of 
the park, which will unfold over the 
course of the next six months. The tou.'ll 
\\'ill work with a contractor to conduct an 
extensive review of amenity options, 
traffic and parking accommodation, re"·· 
enue opyortunities and more. The reo. 
view will cosr up to $732,000. 

Public input about desired amenities 
will be sought by way of focus ~roups, 
workshops and online input durmg this 
process, Buchanan said. 

Coundlmembersdirected that prices 
of potential amenities be included in an 
discussions with the public so that resi
dents can make educated decisions 
about whatthey'dliketosee in the park. 

e 

"Until you put a price tag on some
thing, they're always going to want the 
biggest and best thing/' Petersen said at 
a November Council meeting. ''Until 
they see wlmt it means to their pocket~ 
books and to their taxes, it's not going to 
be r-eally very meaningful feedback." 

By late spring, an initial conceptual 
design, which will include a cost analy
sis, will be presented to the Council The 
park itself is expected to take years to 
complete. The earliest the first phase of 
the park would be open to residents is 
2019, Buchanan said. 

Maricopa County Supervisor Denny 
Barney, who represents Gilbert, said he 
is glad the Flood Control District land 
u,11l be used for something else impor-
tant to the community. · 

111 think it will just become a great as
set for the entire southeast Valley be
cause.of the size of the complex and what 
it can become over time," Barne~· said. 

Barney said he hopes that the success 
of this partnership will allow for ere. 
ati \re F1ood Control District land use 
across the Valley. 

"In our mind, if we can do it safely and 
allow a productive repurposing of these 
assets that allow it to be used for floods 
and cross-purpose into something else. it 
makes sense to me," Barney said. 

e 
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Questions persist on environmental fee 
Letter prompts inquiries 
By Bob Burns 
Times Reporter 

-------
Just over a dozen res

idents turned out for a 
town-sponsored open house 
related to the new envi
ronment fee, and they ex
pressed some confusion 
and had a lot of questions. 

The open house was the 
second such meeting the 
town hosted but the first to 
take place after residents 
received a letter from AMS 
Billing Services, a Florida 
company the town has 
hired to bill and collect the 
fee. 

Several residents even 
had questions about 
whether the letter was 
legitimate or some sort of 
scam, according to Town 
Manager Grady Miller. 

'We also received anum
ber of phone calls from 
people who were not aware 
the fee was being imple
mented," Miller said. 

It was November 2014 
that the council approved 
the plan to collect a fee of 
$3 per month from own
ers of each land parcel in 
Fountain Hills. 

The revenue from the fee 
would be used to fund vari
ous requirements of the 
EPA, U.S. Clean Water Act 
and the Arizona Depart
ment of Environmental 
Quality (ADEQ) that the 
town must comply with. 

Programs that could be 

covered under t he fee in
clude street sweeping, dust 
control, dam inspections 
(the town h as six dams 
under t he jurisdiction of 
t he Arizona Department 
of Water Resources it must 
maintain), and storm water 
management and wash 
drainage mainten ance. 

Ther e are also needs 
for on-call storm damage 
cl ea n-up and provi ding 
cit izens with an option of 
household hazardous waste 
disposal (paint, household 
chemicals, etc. ). 

Miller said residents 
a l so wondered why the 
town needed to get outside 
help to collect t he fee . 

The town did ask the 
Sanitary District, Repub
lic Services and EPCOR 
Water if they would help 
with the billing. Miller said 
they all declined, primarily 
because of the significant 
difference between billing 
households as they do ver
sus every parcel, which the 
town needs to do. 

The town advertised for 
qualifications and propos
als for contractors to do the 
work. 

AMS Billing Services, 
a Sarasota, Fla. company, 
was the only bidder. They 
met the qualifications the 
town was looking for, and 
could do the job cheaper 
t h an the town establish
ing and maintaining an 

(cont. on page 9A) 

Times photo by Bob Burns 

A contractor has begun work on the construction of updated drainage culverts on Saguaro Boulevard at Ashbrook 
Wash. The town is working with the county Flood Control District on the project. The town is paying its portion 
of the project with capital improvement funds. Environmental fee funds could be used for this type of project in 
the future. 

Fee 
(cont. from page 1A) 

in-house operation. 
·~ 'he $3 per month fee is 

being billed as a single an
nual collection of $36. 

Miller also said resi 
dents r aised concern over 
the appearance of inequity 
with single-family homes 
paying the same as com
mercial sites. 

When the council fi rst 
started discussing the fee 
as early as 2007 , t h ere 
was some consideration 
of trying to base the fee 
on square footage or hard 

surtace tor run ott. 
The Arizona Legislature 

ended that discussion when 
it passed a law that any 
such fees collected by mu
nicipalities or other politi
cal subdivisions could only 
be flat fees and not based on 
assessed valuation, zoning 
or size of structure. 

Miller said that without 
the fee the town could face 
fines for non-compliance 
or further reducing other 
services more severely. 

The fee could collect 
about $540,000 on an an
nual basis. The cost of 
bi lling through AMS is 
$85,000. The bills will ar
rive in January. 
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How West Valley cities prep, for rainy vvinter 
Arizona may be in for a rainy winter, 

so we wanted to know how West Valley 
cities have prepared. 

The Republic asked: What has your 
city done to help make sure residents 
don't endure any significant flooding? 

Goodyear 
City staff is very proac

tive to make sure our resi
dents have the information 
they need to stay safe dur

ing heavy rainfall that results in flood
ing. Communication is key, so we have 
frequent updates on the city's website, 
social media accounts and email blasts. 
Our Fire Department coordinates sand 
and sandbag distribution at three differ
ent locations. And the Police and Public 
Works departments coordinate any 
street Closures due to flooding or traffic 
signal outages. During an emergency, 
you can bet the Goodyear team has all 
hands on deck. We experienced it during 
last year's 100-year rain event and we'll 

also be well prepared this year. 
-1'1ayor Georgia Lord 
-:._. -w ' Peoria 

To reduce or remove 
the impact of potential 
natural disasters, we 
consider it serious busi

ness to analvze histmical events and 
the potentiai for flooding and disas
ters to happen. Therefore, we partner 
with county agencies and have a de
tailed hazard mitigation plan and city 
flood response pLan. We work to miti
gate flooding before it happens by 
monitoring rain fall, closing roads 
and having key response personnel 
on the ready for significant rainfall . 
While we can't conn·ol the weather1 

we do plan for rapid response when 
flooding does occur. 

-1\'layor Cathy Cadat 

Surprise 
This spring, thecitywm ·work \vith 

our partnerst the City of 
Peoria and the :Maricopa 
County Flood Control Dis
trict, to alleviate the flood
ing that currently impacts 
the r-oadways and develop-

ments between Beardsley and Bell 
roads, along USth A venue. Improve-

. ments will be made to the existing chan
nel along the llSth Avenue alignment 
from the Agua Fria River north to 
Beardsley Road, including new storm 
drains, channel modifications, landscap
ing and utility adjustments. 

We are also planning for the future 
Martin Acres Drainage Improvement 
Project to reduce flooding to about 60 
homes that are impacted by a floodplain 
bisecting the area in the northern por
tion of our city. 

-11ayor Shar-on Wolcott 
Have a question for West Valley lead

ers? EmaU carrie.watters@arizonarepu
blic.com.. 

~ 
-+
\Y 
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Goodyear 
housing plan 
progresses 
after 11 years 
JESSICA BOEHM 
THE REPUBLIC I AZCENTRAL.COM 

More than a decade after plans start
ed for a 1,250-lot neighborhood in Good
year, development finally is on track to 
begin. 

El Cidro Ranch is planned for the 
area south of Lower Buckeye Road and 
east of Citrus Road and construction is 
expected to begin early next year. 
Home sizes will vary from 35 feet wide 
to 45 feet wide and feature varying ar
chitecture styles, thanks to a develop
ment amendment passed by Goodyear 
City Council on Dec.14. 

Setbacks including a crumbling 
housing economy and the impending 
extension of Loop 303 caused the delay 
in development, city officials said. The 
land was purchased about 11 years ago 
by BET Investments. . . . 

"Basically they're a victun of tun
ing. The zoning was originally ap
proved in 2007 so it was j~st ri~ht b~
fore the recession hit," srud Katie Wil
ken, planning manager for the city of 
Goodyear. 

Scott Moore of BET Investments 
said at the Council meeting that his 
company ran into other hiccups along 
the way. BET Investments had to work 
with the city when Loop 303 was re
aligned to pass through part of the 
property, which caused them to lose 
about 130 lots, Moore said. Additionally, 
a seizure of parts of the land by the 
Maricopa County Flood Contro~ Dis
trict required the company to rev.Ise all 
of its plats once again. 

The housing market has chang~d 
drastically since the land was zoned ill 
2007, Wilken said, ~hich led the compa
ny to ask the Council for an amendment 
that would shorten the width of side 
yards between houses. This change 
would allow for houses with garages on 
the side of the property, which paves 
the way for features likefront porches 
or courtyards, Moore said. 

A document provided to Goodyear 
by a law firm representing BET Invest
ments states that buyers are likely to 
want these types of homes that have 
less yard maintenance. 

"Builder feedback in this ever 
changing market is unique home sty~es 
are what's hot, not large and expensive 
homes and yards that are costly to 
maintain and operate. This is especial
ly true when trying to market. to t~e 
Millennials who feel that less ill (sic) 
more," the document states. 

The amendment would allow BET 
Investments to work with three build-

See HOUSING, Page 23A 
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Housing 
Continued from Page 20A 

ers to create diverse hous
ing styles, Moore told the 
Council . 

Some Council mem
bers expressed concern 
that the smaller space be
tween homes would be vi
sually unappealing and 
unwanted by Goodyear 
homebuyers. 

"Here we have a pro
ject that hasn't even bro
ken ground yet and we're 
already being asked to re
duce our standard," Coun
cilman Bill Stipp said. 

The amendment 
passed 4-2 after a promise 
that BET Investments 
would provide sample 
renderings to the Council 
so members could better 
understand what the 
housing products would 
look like. Stipp, joined by 
Councilman Joe Pizzillo, 

opposed the amendment. 
BET Investments de

clined to speak with The 
Arizona Republic about El 
Cidro Ranch. 

Mayor Georgia Lord 
said she was in favor of 
providing more options 
for Goodyear housing. 

"People want choice," 
she said. "They want flex
ibility and the market 
does call for it right now 
and in other areas of Ari
zona they're starting to do 
that." 
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