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Chronology of Significant Floodplain Management Events

1891

1916

1923

1923

1926
1932
1933

1951

1954
1956
1956

3-23-59

8-3-59

11-24-61

On February 21 and 22, the "Grand-daddy of all floods"
occurred on the Verde/Salt/Gila Rivers. This is still the
maximum flood of record for Maricopa County.

In September there was severe flooding along the Verde
River.

Cave Creck Dam was constructed north of downtown
Phoenix to protect the metropolitan area.

In December there was severe flooding of the Verde and
Salt Rivers.

Severe flooding of the Verde/Salt Rivers.

Heavy flooding along the Verde River.

Storm floods downtown Gilbert in Scp}ember.

August saw significant flooding especially in the west
valley including Luke Air Force Base, downtown
Goodyear, Avondale and the Harquahala Valley.
White Tanks Dam 3 and 4 completed.

McMicken Dam completed.

Federal Flood Insurance Act of 1956 became law.
Governor Paul Fannin signs legislation authorizing the

establishment of flood control districts by Arizona
counties.

Flood Control District (FCD) of Maricopa County
established.

The Flood Control Advisory Board (FCAB) held a
hearing concerning the adoption of "Floodway
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7-18-62

12-12-62

8-63

11-20-63

1964

1965

1965

1966

1967

1968

1968

Regulation". Legal research concerning legislative
authority delayed further action at this time.

Proposed regulations to establish "Primary Floodways"
was sent by the District to the County Manager.
Regulations included a provision that they be
administered by the District.

FCAB recommended adoption of "Floodway
Regulation" to the FCD Board of Directors.

Severe storm caused overtopping and breaching of the
Arizona Canal and flooding in Maryvale.

The Comprehensive Flood Control Program Report
was adopted by the County Board of Supervisors. The
heart of this 20 year comprehensive planning guide was
the development and construction of flood control
structures and did not include flood control regulations.

July and August had scattered flooding and breaching of
the Arizona Canal.

In January huge earth cracks were discovered in East
Mesa, Queen Creek and Chandler Heights.

In April and December there was widespread flooding
including Rainbow Valley.

A Unified National Program for Managing Flood
Losses, House Document 465, was printed.

Powerline Dam completed. In December there was
widespread flooding especially in the Central Phoenix
area.

Powerline Floodway and Vineyard Dam completed.

Congress passed the National Flood Insurance Act.
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1969

6-18-69

1970

11-9-70

12-4-70

12-31-70

1-18-71

8-71

11-22-71

1972

Rittenhouse Dam completed.

National Flood Insurance Act of 1969 published in the
Federal Register. This act expands on the previous act
of 1968.

Initial National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP)
regulations containing the first set of floodplain
management criteria published in the Federal Register.

Resolution adopted by the Board of Supervisors
assuring to provide for floodplain management and
appointed the District to implement that commitment.

Proposed "Floodplain Regulation" and a proposed "Act"
to provide state-wide floodplain regulation was
submitted to the state legislature.

County was granted participation in the preliminary
phase (Emergency Program) of the NFIP by HUD.

Proposed state flood control legislation is called, "An
Act To Provide For Floodplain Regulations And Other
Actions As Part Of Floodplain Management For The
State Of Arizona".

Area wide storm caused flooding from Queen Creek to
the Harquahala Valley.

Proposed recommendations for amendment of the
County Zoning Ordinance to include flood damage
prevention was presented by the District to the County
Planning and Zoning Commission. Also as a separate
item, to include flood damage prevention requirements
for the proposed County Subdivision Regulations.

In June flooding caused extensive damage in downtown
Phoenix and Scottsdale.

Page 3




Chronology of Significant Floodplain Management Events

1973

5-3-73

10-5-73

12-31-73

2-4-74

2-25-74

3-1-74

11-4-74

1975

1-15-75

2-3-75

Dreamy Draw Dam completed.

State HB-2010 approved which empowered cities, towns
and counties to adopt floodplain regulations.

The Arizona Water Commission approves Floodplain
Delineation Criteria And Procedures.

Congress passed the Flood Disaster Protection Act.
Comprehensive revisions to the NFIP which included the
requirement that communities shall be enrolled in the
NFIP for citizens to have flood insurance available at
subsidized rates and required NFIP approved local
floodplain regulations.

Board of Supervisors adopt flood control amendments to
the County Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision
Regulations.

First Floodplain Regulation For The Unincorporated
Area Of Maricopa County is adopted. The regulation
included a 50- year and 100- year floodplain.

Mandatory flood insurance purchase requirement of the
Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973 went into effect.

A 50-year and 100-year floodplain was adopted by the
County.

Buckeye Dam 1,2 and 3, Old Cross Cut Canal and
Guadalupe Dam completed.

FCAB approves recommended amendments to the 1974
regulations.

Board of Supervisors at informal meeting tentatively
approve revisions to the 1974 Floodplain Regulation.
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4-28-75

6-17-75

7-14-75

1976

1976

6-29-76

5-18-77

5-25-77

9-27-77

Attorney General Bruce Babbitt, in a legal opinion, had
no objection to the establishment of a "Floodplain
Administrator" nor to his discretionary powers as
granted in the proposed 1975 regulations.

Published notice of 7-14-75 hearing on adopting 1975
Floodplain Regulation.

1975 Floodplain Regulation adopted and become
effective.

Sunset and Sunny Cove Dams completed in Wickenburg
area.

A Unified National Program for Floodplain
Managementpublished by the Water Resources Council
updated and revised House Document 465.
Comprehensive revisions to the NFIP floodplain
management requirements implemented.

Received Flood Insurance Study (FIS) preliminary Flood
Hazard and Floodway Boundary Maps (FHBM)
prepared by the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers in 1973
and review began.

Revised version of the revisions to the 1975 regulations
are sent by the District to Mr. Clark, Assistant County
Manager.

The President signs Executive Order 11988. Order
requires proper floodplain management for all projects
using federal funds.

Governor Castro signs Executive Order 77-6 which
requires proper floodplain management for all projects
using State funds.
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10-17-77

3-78

5-8-78

10-3-78

1979

4-1-79

5-22-79

7-2-79

1980

1980

Board of Supervisors approve amendments to the 1975
regulations. Amendments are minor but important to be
in conformance with the NFIP Rules and Guidelines.

Heaviest flooding since 1891 virtually destroying the
community of Allenville near Buckeye and causing
heavy damage in Holly Acres, both on the Gila River
and Hound Dog Acres in the Agua Fria River.

Board of Supervisors approved the granting of variances
for residences needing extensive repair or replacement of
damaged or lost homes due to recent flooding. Losses
were most concentrated in Allenville, Hound Dog Acres,
Rose Garden Lane and Holly Acres.

FIS and final Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) maps
sent by HUD to Chairman of the Board for review and

adoption. 90 day appeal period published in local paper
by HUD on 10-4 and 10-5-78.

Spook Hill Dam completed.

NFIP transferred from HUD to newly established
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).

Final notice of County maps published in Federal
Register (Board of Supervisors adopted the maps
7-2-79).

Board of Supervisors adopted the Flood Insurance Rate
Maps.

Executive Order 11990, Protection of Wetlands,
becomes effective.

Cave Buttes Dam completed.
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2-80

2-26-80

1981

1982

7-26-82

1983

3-83

10-83

1984

6-19-84

6-26-84

In early February another major flood event caused the
loss of a number of bridge crossings and damage to
homes. Holly Acres was again hit hard.

Board of Supervisors by resolution approved granting
permits for temporary living quarters due to recent
flooding, primarily in the Holly Acres area.

Saddleback Dam and Diversion Channel completed.
Harquahala Dam and Fioodway Channel completed.

Board of Supervisors approved transfer of floodplain
management responsibility from the Department of
Planning and Development to the District effective
8-1-82.

Skunk Creek Channels and Levee completed.

District staff prepares first draft of revisions to 1977
Floodplain Regulation using new format (which was
eventually approved) and begins work with state
legislators on significant amendments to the state flood
control statutes.

Massive storm to the south brought floodwaters north
along the Santa Cruz and Gila Rivers into Maricopa
County.

Adobe Dam and Signal Butte Floodway Channel
completed.

Town of Buckeye adopts resolution giving the District
floodplain management responsibility effective 8-3-84.

Town of Tolleson adopts resolution giving the District
floodplain management responsibility effective 8-3-84.
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7-10-84

7-84

8-3-84

8-6-84

8-20-84

10-24-84

1985

2-25-85

8-7-85

11-21-85

11-27-85

Town of Gila Bend adopts resolution giving the District
floodplain management responsibility effective 8-3-84.

A summer storm caused scattered flooding, particularly
in East Mesa near the CAP Canal during construction.

Revised State Flood Control Statutes became law (ARS
Title 45). Significant changes include charging each
County with establishing a flood control district and
making the district responsible for floodplain
management throughout the entire county unless cities
publicly resolve to assume floodplain management

responsibility.
Board of Directors appointed the FCAB as Floodplain
Review Board.

District assumed floodplain management responsibility
for the City of Chandler.

FCAB (Floodplain Review Board) procedures adopted.

Holly Acres Levee and Bank Stabilization, New River
Dam, Indian Bend Wash completed and Salt-Gila
Clearing Project implemented.

District assumed floodplain management responsibility
for the Town of Carefree.

State flood control statutes renumbered from ARS-45 to
ARS-48.

District staff made presentation on revised Floodplain
Regulation to the Planning and Zoning Commission.

FCAB recommended approval of the revised regulations.
Also revised Floodplain Review Board Procedures

(current).
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8-4-86

8-28-86

1987

1987

1-28-87

3-23-87

7-9-87

10-22-87

3-88

4-6-88

7-1-88

1977 regulation rescinded and new regulation which
conforms to the 1984 state flood control statute
revisions is adopted.

District assumed floodplain management responsibility
for the Town of El Mirage.

Federal task force created to investigate feasibility of
Community Rating System Program.

Signal Butte Dam and Pass Mountain Diversion Channel
completed.

FCAB rpcommched approval of amendments to 1986
floodplain regulations to include a floodplain use permit
fee schedule.

Amendments to 1986 Floodplain Regulation including
Fee Schedule approved by the Board of Supervisors.

District assumed floodplain management responsibility
for the Town of Cave Creek.

District assumed floodplain management responsibili
for the Town of Surprise. ERNEE

Received revised FIRM maps effective April 15, 1988.
}ﬁcmﬁrstmwmapssmetheoﬁginal maps of July,

Amendments to 1987 Floodplain Regulation approved
by the Board of Supervisors. Changes included formal
adoption of the 4-15-88 FIRM maps and minor revisions
including new definitions and manufactured home
installation revisions.

District assumed floodplain management responsibility
for newly incorporated Town of Litchfield Park.
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1989

7-1-89
9-15-89

9-18-89

5-11-90
8-16-90
9-27-90

11-90

12-6-90

1991

5-22-91

East Maricopa Floodway Channel completed.

District assumed floodplain management responsibility
for the newly incorporated Town of Queen Creek.

City of El Mirage resumed floodplain management
responsibility.

Board of Supervisors adopted amendments to 1988
Floodplain Regulation and revised FIRM maps dated
effective 9-29-89. Amendments included revised
definitions and regulation of Alluvial Fans and Landfills.

District received preliminary revised FIRM maps from
FEMA.

District assumed floodplain management responsibility
for the Town of Guadalupe.

ARS 48 revised to include provisions for watercourse

master plans (48-3609.01).

Drainage Design Manual for Maricopa County, Vol. 1
- Hydrologic is published by the Flood Control District
for use by local agencies and jurisdictions.

District, on behalf of the County, formally applied for
participation in the Community Rating System Program
(CRS). District created County CRS Coordinating
Committee.

Board of Directors approved revisions to 1963
Comprehensive Plan. Revisions primarily focus on
drainage management, floodplain management,
Community Rating System Program and other
non-structural programs.

FCAB recommended approval of revisions to 1989
Floodplain Regulation.
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7-9-91

8-19-91

9-3-91

10-1-91

12-91

4-7-92

6-92

7-92

9-92

10-1-92

Received first preliminary FIRM maps of Alluvial Fan
delineation.

Received revised FIRM maps effective September 4,
1991.

Board of Directors adopted revisions to the 1989
Floodplain Regulation for Maricopa County.

Community Rating System Program implemented.
Received Class 9 rating.

Drainage Design Manual for Maricopa County, Vol. II
- Hydraulic is published by the District for use by local
agencies and jurisdictions.

Dedication and Open House of new District facilities.

District conducted flood emergency exercise with the
County Department of Emergency Management.

Severe storm in west valley floods Luke Air Force Base
and adjacent areas.

ARS48-3613 amended to specifically require written
authorization from the local flood control district for
construction of a structure within a delineated
floodplain.

ARSA48-3615 was also amended, making it a violation to
excavate or build any structure within a delineated
floodplain without the written authorization required by
ARS48-3613.

Fifteen percent flood insurance premium reduction
effective for unincorporated Maricopa County through
Community Rating System Program.
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1-93

6-23-93

12-3-93

12-15-93

9-23-94

10-1-94

11-17-94

12-94

Major flooding on Verde River (affecting Cottonwood,
and Camp Verde), the Hassayampa River (affecting
Wickenburg) and Gila River (flooding Winkelman Flats,
breaching Gillespie Dam, and flooding west of Painted
Rock Dam toward Yuma). Federal disaster declared.
District staff participated in County emergency
operations.

FCAB recommended approval of revisions to the 1991
Floodplain Regulation.

Received revised FIRM maps effective December 3,
1993. This is the first major revision since April 15,
1988. the alluvial fan special flood hazard area is
included.

Board of Directors approved amendments to the 1991
Floodplain Regulation. Includes restrictions on solid
waste landfills and language from revised State Statutes
which specifically makes it unlawful to excavate or build
any structure in a delineated floodplain without
obtaining a floodplain use permit.

Reigle Community Development and Regulatory
Improvement Act of 1994 signed into law by President
Clinton. Includes provisions of the National Flood
Insurance Reform Act and officially adds the
Community Rating System Program to the National
Flood Insurance Act.

Twenty percent flood insurance premium reduction for
unincorporated Maricopa County becomes effective
through Community Rating System Program.

District assumed floodplain management responsibility
for Town of Youngtown.

Received preliminary FIRM maps dated 9-24-94; begin
official 90 day public review period.
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12-15-94

295

2-21-95
2-23.95
5-9-95

8-30-95

9-30-95

Restructuring within the District eliminated the
Hydrology Division and separated the former Floodplain
Management Branch and Floodplain Administration
Section which were part of the Hydrology Division.
Floodplain Management is divided between the
Engineering Division's new Hydrology Branch (Flood
Insurance Studies) and the newly formed Regulatory
Division. Floodplain Administration has been combined
with Drainage Administration which is divided between
the Development Review Branch, Customer Service
Branch and Program Management Branch of the new
Regulatory Division.

A heavy storm on the 14th caused activation of the
County Emergency Operation Center (EOC) on the 15th.
Peak flow in the Salt River reached 98,550 cfs. Most
flood damage occurred along the Verde River in
Coconino and Yavapai Counties (Sedona, Cornville and
Camp Verde). Some minor flood erosion damage
occurred along Hassayampa River in the Wickenburg
arca. The EOC was able to stand down late on the 16th.

Wickenburg ADMS approved by FEMA.
Deadman Wash FIS approved by FEMA.
Rio Verde North FIS approved by FEMA.

District assumed floodplain management responsibility
for the Town of El Mirage.

A number of new FIRM map panels became effective.
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