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This book is lovingly dedicated to a lady who
has spent most of her life in and near
Arlington, and whose descendants are an
integral part of our valley.

To one who has seen the metamorphosis of
this valley from the time of a one-room
school, which she attended, to the time in

which we have a building, of which we are all
justly proud, and where her children and
grandchildren have been, and are being,
educated.

Ethel Myrle Peterson Gable

Born 16 November 1903
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All of those who have made donations to help with the
costs of getting our book to print.

Due to the amount of material that has been
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This book has been compiled by Mary Ella Murphy, at the request of
the Centennial Planning Committee, and through the help and
encouragement of those who share in the memories of by-gone days.

One of its purposes is to commemorate those early pioneers who
came to Arlington in the late 1800's and early 1900's and who
brought with them the dedication and fortitude needed to establish a
community that could and did endure. Those with the foresight to
build a school, plan and build a canal to ensure productivity in the
valley, and to build homes for their families.

Much information was freely given by those who are mostly
descendants of those early day settlers. Family albums have been
scarched and photographs loaned, to be copied, and used in the book.
Some of the information used was gained by visiting the State
Archives, and some from old newspaper clippings found there.
School records were found in the State Historical Library, as well as
other information. But the most interesting, to me, was the family
histories that were written and offered, to be published.

Though my family was not among those early settlers in Arlington,
and though I lived near Arlington for many years, I did not become a
resident of the valley until the early 1930's. This has made those
early day histories all the more important to me.

I would have you know that I have tried, and I hope successfully, to
print the stories, of our families, as they were given to me. Some
were by word of mouth, and I sincerely hope that nothing was
written that will cause hurt to anyone, through my interpretation of
the stories told to me.

I would also have you know that though it has taken considerable
time to get this book compiled and printed, for which I apologize, 1
have enjoyed every minute that I have worked on it. There is so
much history buried in this little valley, and there is so much yet
unwritten, as I had to choose what I could use and what I thought

you would most enjoy.

If there are errors, don't tell me about them! No, really, if there are
errors, that should be corrected, please bring them to my attention
that I might try to send a page with amendments, to those who have

purchased books.
Mary Ella Murphy
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ARLINGTON VALLEY

Though our part of Arizona was a part of the Gadsden Purchase of
1854, we were not yet a Territory but considered a part of the
Territory of New Mexico.

Early in the year of 1860, New Mexico created a county called
‘Arizona and the settlers began to petition the Government for a
Territorial status. Other Territories had been admitted to the Union
but not Arizona.

With the Civil War beginning in 1861, and Arizona's lands not being
admitted, to the Union, the settlers were strongly secessionist and
held a convention in Tucson on March 18, 1861 wherein they
severed their ties with the Union, and with approval of the
Confederacy became the Territory of Arizona of the Confederate
States of America on the 14th of February of 1862.

The Confederate flag "Stars and Bars" flew over Tucson on February
28, 1862. It did not fly long however. On May 24th Colonel James H.
Carlton arrived in Tucson and declaring himself the Military
Governor of Arizona, hauled down the Stars and Bars and raised the
Stars and Stripes

On February 24, 1863 President Abraham Lincoln signed a document
which created the Territory of Arizona, which was now under the
rule of the United States and was now a separate Territory from New
Mexico. President Lincoln then chose territorial officers who arrived
in Tucson on December 27, 1863 and on December 29th, with those
officers being administered the Oath of Office, the Stars and Stripes
were proudly flown, never to be replaced.

Now settlers began to arrive in this new Territory and put down
roots. In 1863, on December 29th, John N. Goodwin was named the
first Governor of the Territory. I suppose, to some degree that the
settlers felt a little more secure now that they had the protection of
the Government. Development of the area was slow, for a time, due
to boundary disputes, Indian uprisings and the extreme dryness of
the soil. In 1886 most of the Indian trouble ended with the
Chiricahua Apaches being sent to Florida. Many irrigation schemes,
made it possible for the cultivation of more lands.



Prior to this time most of the farming was done in little valleys that
had access to the rivers for water. It was discovered, that
particularly in the Mesa and Phoenix areas, there were long unused
canals that the desert dwellers had used to raise the water to a level
that allowed more land for cultivation. Though they were primitive,
they were a great help to the settlers. As these old canals were
cleaned out it became possible for an expansion in the canal system
that drew more and more settlers to this barren land.

In 1871 Maricopa County was created and little communities began
to spring up all over the territory and little towns grew to furnish
the needs of those hardy souls who undertook the taming of a fairly

wild land.

One such small town became Buckeye, which was the larger
community, flanked on the east by Liberty and on the west by Palo
Verde and still further south and west by Arlington. This being our
part of the Arizona Territory.

The Homestead Act of 1862, allowed 160 acres to all settlers who
would come, settle on land, and 'prove up' on it. Proving up on the
land meant following the outline set forth by the government. After
a period of time, if the 'proving up' was done satisfactorily, and the
settler had lived for five years on his land, the deed to the 160 acres
for each settler was given them. Among some of the earliest families,
to settle here, was the J.W. Davis family as well as the Clantons and
others. The Davis' may have arrived here as early as 1871. Many
settlers came to the area and I am unsure how many came under
the 'Homestead' act. Probably most of the earlier ones settled on the
lands available to them. Many stayed but many did not and sold to
those who came later.

When the Buckeye Irrigation Co. began their system of canals in
1887 Arlington also benefited. They put their "head' just south of
the Agua Fria River's confluence with the Gila River. Their survey
ran from the Agua Fria to near the present day Gillespie Dam. Their
system of canals was completed to the Hassayampa in the latter part
of 1886. Those below the Hassayampa River's confluence with the
Gila, had a bit of difficulty in getting enough water to irrigate the
whole of the Arlington Valley. The Gila ran on the south side of the
valley, as we know it now, and water could not be taken out from it
here. The Buckeye system put a sand dam across the Hassayampa in
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order to raise the water to a level to flow into the ditch that carried
water to the valley. In 1890 the dam up on the Hassayampa River,
called Walnut Grove Dam, broke sending a torrent of water
southward down the almost always dry bed of the river. When the
water reached our area it was several feet deep and running about a
mile wide. When the flood waters receded the Hassayampa was no
longer a creek that ran only after the rains. The sand dam would no
longer suffice and a redwood flume was installed to carry the water
to the farms west of the river.

The Buckeye Irrigation Co. was having a hard time maintaining their
diversion dam on the Gila. Floods down that unpredictable channel
washed out their dams and parts of their canals again and again.

With more and more settlers coming to Arlington, there was just not
enough water to water all of the farms. While settlers were still
living in tents and cabins, striving to establish homes, they found life
difficult. Families needed schools, churches, stores and a postal
service. A small one room school had been built just west of the
Hassayampa, near the Gila, sometime prior to 1890. It was called the
Powers Butte School with said Butte being across the Gila and
looming above the little school on the other bank. This school was
used by both of the communities, on either side of the Hassayampa.
It served for a meeting place for any needed congregation and was
used by both Palo Verde and Arlington.

In 1899, a community meeting was called to discuss the advisability
of forming an organization to construct a canal from the Gila river to
assure Arlington of a sufficient flow of water to sustain the land
which was by now almost all under cultivation. It was unanimously
agreed that such a project would benefit them all. And so the work
soon began. See the section on the Arlington Canal for further

details.

A mercantile store was now built, which proved to be a boon to the
community. They handled everything needed by the settlers, even
to farm implements. This store was built, (I'll describe current
landmarks) just south of the Arlington Canal and just east of the road
running south from the current Post Office building. It was
constructed of wood and was built up off the ground with steps
leading up to a wide porch across the front of the building. Mr.
Stewart Chapin, a native of New York, built the store and ran it for a
while. Though he thought the valley had great potential, he did not
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stay to see it grow but returned to his native state.. In the store
building was a post office. It was probably like we see in western
movies. Built in one corner of the store and the mail was dispensed
by the owner. In a report from the Postal authorities, it lists Mose
Clanton as the first Postmaster in 1899. I don't know if this was
from his home or what but a year later we find Mr. Chapin as the
postmaster. Since that time, until around 1970, whoever owned the
store almost automatically became Postmaster as well. The Post
Office now is housed in its own building just off Old Highway 80 and
east of the old Arlington Store, which was its home for so many

years.

The Arlington canal was finished in 1900 and though things did not
always run smoothly, there was sufficient water for all farms in the
valley. Stock in the Canal was sold to the farmers which it served,
and here we begin to find substantial records of those who lived
here. One share of stock was granted for each 160 acres, or any
portion thereof. Many of the earliest homesteaders, and landowners
now had the means to expand their farms and also owners would
change from time to time for various reasons.

Mose Clanton, among the earliest settlers, was apparently a man with
vision. He not only farmed his land, he was among those who were
instrumental in getting the Canal Company established, he and
another man, Mr. Millett I believe, built a building to serve as a
hotel. The main traveled road, at that time, ran south from
Hassayampa and followed the mesa and turned south at the store
and followed the river south to the end of the valley. It was a stage
road in those days and travelers were glad to have a place to stop
over on their way to Yuma and points west. When I first remember
the building, it was no longer a hotel but a residence. A large square
building with an enclosed porch. A large room through the middle,
divided the sleeping areas and the kitchen, and also served as a
dining area. A huge fireplace was in one wall. There was a
basement which had a huge furnace with vents running up into the
building. There were four or five bedrooms in the building. Mr.
Clanton, with others, built another schoolhouse. This one located on
his property, that being just north and east of the present location.
Another house, in the corner, just east of the hotel, was a large
residence that at some time had a grocery store in it. Claude Ritter
had the store in the old house which he sold to C.W. Peterson, I
believe, and then later H.C. (Jack) and Ethel Gable bought an interest
in it and eventually owned it outright. The old store, which had been
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across the street, was moved over the hill, near the Hassayampa
store. It was used as a pool hall prior to its being destroyed by fire.

In the early 1890's a dam called the Wolfley Dam was built in the
river at approximately the same location as the present Gillespie
Dam. The Wolfley Dam was nearly 2,400 feet long. It was partially
built of timber cribs loaded with rock and anchored to piles driven in
the bed of the river. The costs for this style of diversion was higher
than expected and after building only about 600 feet on the east end,
it was decided to use loose rock for the balance of the dam. In
January of 1893 the loose rock portion of the dam began to settle
and more rock had to be added. Two months later a large flood
destroyed 500 feet of the dam, near the center. The damage was
repaired and then in October another flood took out the west end of
the dam. Clearly some other manner of construction was necessary.
The purpose of the dam was to divert water into a large canal, begun
in 1892 and completed in 1893, to water land to the west of Gila
- Bend. It was meant to open up new lands to agriculture.

The building of the dam however caused flooding of farmlands in
Arlington, particularly for those farming very near the river.
Following the washouts in the Wolfley dam, now emerges the oil rich
family of Gillespie, claimed to have been making as much as
$20,000/day from oil revenues in Oklahoma. Mr. Gillespie
purchased the majority of the stock in the Gila Water Co., which
included about 85,000 acres of potentially developable land west of
Gila Bend.

The Gillespie Dam was constructed and completed in 1921. It was
sometime before the bridge was built across the river, below the
dam and cars crossing the river had to cross on the cement apron.
You usually crossed with a little water running over the apron and it
could not be used at all during heavy water flow. They did, at one
time, take cars across on a cable. The cable being attached to the car
and the car dangling beneath, as it was pulled across the river. One
time, at least, a car was dropped from the cable into the water below.

Though the dam held back waters that formed quite a reservoir
above the dam, as long as the flood gates were opened during floods
damage was not as severe as it became later on. As the waters
settled out behind the dam mud began to accumulate behind the
dam and it eventually became higher than the dam. They ceased to
open the gates and just allowed the water to flow over the top of the
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dam. This allowed the buildup above the dam to continue and
eventually there was no channel, as such, in the river. When there
was heavy rain coupled with releases from the dams upriver the
water reached higher and higher up into the valley. The school was
inundated several times, and passage along the road, about 3/4's of a
mile from the river, was impossible. Those homes near the school,
too suffered from flooding. School busses and moveable equipment
as well as household belongings were moved to higher ground but
the homes suffered much damage.

This past year of 1993, saw some of the highest water marks for
some years and the forceful waters of the Gila ate into the farms up
and down the river, with a loss of hundreds of acres being washed
away. As much as 100,000 cfs came down the river and even land
that had never been flooded, seemed in immanent danger. The
Gillespie Dam, which had been built some 70 years before, broke
near the center, taking out 60 or more feet of concrete and the
furious force of the water poured through the break. It relieved the
farms, to a great extent, though it left unrepairable damage to some
of the farms. The released water tore down the river with such force
that it unearthed two recently buried natural gas lines. They floated
to the surface and as they bucked against the current they ruptured
sending fire high into the night skies.

To date, we have heard of no plans to repair the dam. The farms
that had been watered from the Gila Bend canal are now pumping
the water from the river, below the dam, up into the canal. No one
seems to know if the dam will ever be repaired.

Now the road, after the building of the dam, moved about a mile
north of where the Arlington Store and Post Office was located, which
up to that time had been on the main traveled thoroughfare. H.C.
Gable then built a new building and it was moved to its current
location. There was still no electricity in Arlington and it was not to
come for some little time. The store was lighted, in the early
darkness of the winter months, with kerosene lamps and lanterns.
Jack later installed a gas powered generator which allowed for good
lighting and the store stayed open until 10:00 p.m. My first
impression of the store, in the early 30's, was "how can they get this
much stuff in this building"? Two long counters down each side of
the building with shelves for stock going up each wall to the ceiling.
You did not pick up what you wanted to buy. You asked the person
behind the counter for it and it would be placed on the counter for
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you. Big bins, along the wall, held rice, beans, other things and the
person behind the counter would use a scoop to fill a paper bag with
however much you wanted, then weigh it before tying it with string.
Tables or counters in the center of the store were stacked with
clothes, blankets, shoes, and other things. On wires, near the ceiling,
and strung from side to side of the store, hung hats, horse collars,
lanterns, canteens, or most anything that could be hung and still
allow passage underneath. On the counters were displays as well as
the old roll of wrapping paper that could be torn off with just enough
to wrap your purchase. A cone shaped roll of twine was handy to
tie sacks, bundles or packages.

There was a garage on the west side of the store that had a hole dug
in the ground and lined with boards. A sliding door on each side of
the building allowed a car to be driven in or pushed in till it stood
astride the mechanic's pit, where he could stand under your car to
either repair it or change your oil and use a hand operated grease
gun to grease the bearings and seals. It could then be driven out the
other side of the building. My memory goes too, to the smell of an
innertube being vulcanized. After the hole in the tube was found, it
was placed over a patch that was on the bottom of a shallow metal
cup. In the inside of the cup was some sort of filler that burned.
The tube and cup were placed on a metal plate that had a pronged
plate which could be screwed down to hold the patch in place. Then
the filler in the cup was set afire and it melted the patch onto the
tube. It smoked and this acrid smell lingered as the patch was
allowed to cool before being put back into the tire and inflated, or
should I say pumped up, as they said then. Tubes of patching, you
could carry with you replaced the vulcanized patch.

Ethel Gable tells me that at one time she had a little hamburger stand
that was attached to the store. She recalls that when the new road
had been completed there was a young man who came out to build
the abutments to the ends of the culverts under the road. He was
young, with worn soles on his shoes, who would come in for a quick
lunch. His name was Del E. Webb.

Jack used to tell about the times he would have to deliver emergency
telephone messages to those who worked on the railroad and those
homesteaders (many World War I veterans) who lived out to the
north and west. The phone service only went as far as Arlington.



With the coming of the better road more and more people began to
travel through Arlington. Jack had three or four little cabins built
across the road from the store. This was called a "camp court" in
those days. I guess you could say that they were the forerunners of
the modern motel. They were equipped with little else but a bed
and there was a Ladies and a Gentlemen's outhouse about 50 yards
from your door. They served the purpose however, and allowed the
weary travelers a night of rest.

Other owners followed Jack and Ethel after they moved into Buckeye,
and with each one, changes were made to suit their taste. Some were
too kind and lost money others were too stern and lost business to
other businesses, though they were further away. One person, whom
I'm sure most will remember was George Withington. He reminds
me, looking back, of Jackie Gleason. Not in manner but in looks. He
was not one however who made too many people laugh. Arlington,
had, for many years, the best drinking water in the area and almost
everyone hauled water from the big overhead tank behind the store.
It was free to all and brought many customers by the store. George,
however, felt it was his water and began to charge for it. Since it
was behind the store he could not always catch everyone who hauled
water away and was known to stop people (if he saw them leave
without paying) and dump their water out. He later put a metered
valve and pipe near the side window of the store and you could not
get water until the valve was turned from the inside. About the only
good thing I can say about this is that it made people drill their own
wells. Consequently water was also piped in and bathrooms
installed, which made life a whole lot easier.

When World War II began in 1941 many of the young men went into
the service and many young women took jobs in defense plants or
took jobs that had been held by men. That was the time when
Arlington really began to change. Many older people either moved
away or passed away and their farms were taken over by younger
sons or were sold to others. Though many families never moved
away from the farm and their descendants still live here, change did
come as the young men returned from the war. Several brought
brides from states far and near, and they, for the most part, were
accepted as a part of the close knit community.



My chapters seem to overlap a little, but it is hard to write about any
one part of it without allowing a little overlap. You may read one
thing more than once in other chapters, and is viewed from a little
different perspective, as two or more people seldom see things the
same way.
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Arlington Store
About 19190

Marion Peterson (On steps) C. Warren Peterson (Center)
Grace Iva Ethel
Older gentleman, by the wagon, believed to be Mr. Green



_DISTRLSIT #47 - THE SCHOOLS OF ARLINGTON

The early beginnings of the schools in Arlington have grown dim
with time. The earliest records were destroyed several years ago by
water, whether by unexpected rainfall or by flood nobody is certain.

A number of years ago Sam Richardson took Les Meredith over to
the east point of the Mesa and pointed out to him where the first
schoolhouse had been located. In describing it later, Les says it was
in a southeasterly direction from that east point, which would place
it somewhere south of the current Hassayampa Store and along near
the Hassayampa River above its confluence with the Gila. Carter
Gable thinks that it was nearer to the mesa, possibly on the
easternmost part of his farm. LH. Parkman writes concerning the
Hassayampa Creek, which after the Walnut Creek Dam tragedy in
1890, was no longer a creek but a full fledged river and was pretty
much the same width and depth as we know it now. No mention of
the school being damaged, at that time, and with all of us knowing of
the terrible flood waters that frequently came down the Gila one
would suppose that the school was built somewhere above the flood

plain of both rivers.

At any rate, suffice it to say that there was a school built somewhere
near those locations. The Powers Butte, on the south side of the Gila,
was the highest peak around, and being almost directly across the
river, was chosen as a name for the first school in Arlington.

\

This school, with no district number as yet, was shared with those
living on both sides of the Hassayampa. Palo Verde, east of the river,
had more youngsters in the school than did Arlington, due in part to
its being more developed, as they were under the Buckeye Irrigation
District and had more access to water with which irrigate.

Any time the subject of this old school is raised, another story,
concerning the school, emerges. One loyal Palo Verde resident,
assures me that he does not know who moved the Powers Butte
School to Palo Verde but he knows that it was done. It seems that
the School Trustees, living in Arlington, refused Palo Verde's request
to move the school to Palo Verde where the majority of students
lived. After being refused, some residents of Palo Verde took
matters into their own hands. One night they, with a flatbed trailer
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and a team of horses, drove to the school site and loaded the small,
one room school onto the trailer and moved it to a location in Palo
Verde. When the teacher arrived in October to start school, the
Trustees assured him that they would not pay his salary to teach in
Palo Verde. He however, opened the school assuming that he would
be paid, but the Trustees, true to their word, refused to pay him, and
when he applied to the County School Superintendent for payment,
the problem was resolved by dividing the district. The Hassayampa
River was to be the dividing line, for the most part, of the two
districts. The Powers Butte school had been the third school, in the
area, to receive a district number. When the re-districting was done
Palo Verde became District #49.

I had always heard that the school building was returned, but one
source states that the "Palo Verde" school, with some later additions,
remained on its site for about 13 years, before their new and larger
school was built in 1910.

The picture of the Palo Verde school in 1896, shown in "Buckeye, The
First Hundred Years" book, is identical to the picture given me by
Perry and Sylvia Anderson, on the back of which is written, 'The Old
School'. So I leave it up to you to decide whether that picture was our
old school or Palo Verde's.

Another school was built in Arlington on land owned, at that time, by
Moses Clanton. It was located just north and east of the present
school location. It stood near the Gila river and along the main road
through Arlington. Sylvia and Perry Anderson also brought to me a
school roll for 1911--1912, and written on it are the words "The year
Arlington School was being built". It is headed "POWERS BUTTE
SCHOOL" District #47. On questioning Ethel Gable, age 92, she is
certain that she did not attend the school on the east end of the
valley, but that she went, from her home, directly south toward the
river and then along the river to the school she attended. Though
the name of this school was probably Powers Butte (she remembered
the name), it is purely conjecture on my part to think that the #2
school was probably, on County School records, known as Powers
Butte School but was more popularly called Arlington School, as it
was later to be known, possibly when the #3 school was built.
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On that enrollment sheet for Powers Butte School, we find that the
name of the principal was Ellis H. Doty with Florence Doty as the
teacher of the Primary Grades (probably lst through 7th) and the 8th
grade students were called Grammar Grades. Those listed as in the
Primary Grades were as follows:

May Richardson Hilda Herman James Henry
Ada Biddlecome Elmer Fitzpatrick Enette Moody
Ethel Peterson Ethel Biddlecome Cecil Perry
Gracie Bassett Henrietta Jagow Lottie Miles
Henry Miles Charlie Stalling George Miller
Ona Perry Agnes Henry Eula Fitzpatrick
Harry Green Elmer Bassett Emma Jagow
Bennie Miles Arthur Moody Ray Moody
Farrel Biddlecome Gracie Peterson

Grammar Grades (Eighth Grade) enrollees were as follows:

Elsia A. Rogers Gussie Green LM.Green

Emma J.Harris Ione Stalling Pearl Downing
May Perry Ida B. Perry Seth W. Harris
Gladys Henry Elvia Herman Lillian Russell
Mary Rogers Orval Miller Frank Biddlecome
Erwin Peterson George Bassett Gorman Miller
Fay Richardson Lee Green Howard Stalling
Charles Bassett Raymond Miller Clara Herman

Joe Stalling Frank Rogers \ John Bassett
Joseph Pursley George Jagow

School Trustees are listed as:
Mrs. Sena Ritter J.G. Montgomery J.R. Biddlecome

Though the #3 school may have been started as early 1912 1 do not
believe it was completed until 1914/15. My reason being that Gene Jagow
stated that his sister Mable was in the first grade the year that the new
school opened. On a school program for 1917 Mable is shown as a second

grader.

The new Arlington School was made of cement bricks of a gray color and
was never painted. I'm told that the bricks were made of river sand and
perhaps the mix of sand and cement was not exactly as it should have
been. Many years later you could rub the wall and small bits of sand could
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be rubbed off. Too, sometime after it was built a zig-zag crack appeared in
the back wall. Those early settlers, solved the problem by placing about a
one inch rod through the two outside walls. The rod was linked together in
the center of the back wall and it extended through the side walls and
through metal plates on the outside wall. The ends of the rod were
threaded and a large nut screwed up tight against the plates. This held the
wall secure and this 'bolt' remained through the walls until the school was
demolished in the early S0's.

This school had two large rooms separated by a moveable partition. With
the partition raised, this one large room was used for community
gatherings of all kinds. The partition in place allowed for classes to be
divided. The front of the school faced the west and an archway was built
over the entry through which one entered the rooms. A cloakroom was
built in the entry as well. No indoor facilities were built in. A raised front
walk led out to the road in front of the school. A turnstile gate was placed
in the fence that surrounded the school. I don't know when two
additional buildings were built out in the back. These were of wood
construction and were used for the primary grades. 1 believe that
washrooms were placed in the ends of these buildings. The rooms were
heated by wood stoves and cooled by opening the windows.

The yard was large and the south end of it was the ball field, as it is now.
A slide, monkey bars, a giant stride and a ride called an ocean wave, were
built in the yard just at the south end of the building. Another smaller ball
field was just behind the school on the north side and the basketball court
was on the dirt field, in that same general area.

I don't know if the housing for teachers was built at that time or not but
several houses were built at some date. A cafeteria was just north of the
main building in line with the teacher houses. It is believed that the first
'school lunches' in the state were served here in Arlington. Tables with
benches were in the dining part of the cafeteria with the kitchen being on
the east end. Mary Richardson remembers that the first meal served there
was beans, biscuits or cornbread, and an apple. Milk was furnished by the
Deming family and each student received milk daily.

Through the years the students furnished their own transportation to
school. Some rode horseback, some walked while others rode a horse
drawn buggy or wagon. It was not until sometime in the early thirties that
a school bus was used. I believe that a 1931 Model A Ford was the first
school bus. It was a one ton, four speed vehicle with 20" wheels. It was
also the first and only Arlington school bus to be wrecked. The only
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picture, of the school bus, that has been located, was taken after the bus
had been turned over. It seems that Mr. Rundell was going to pick up kids
for a school function and on the south side of the hill, before reaching the
dam, the bus went off the road, on the right side, and turned over. Tony
Kreager bought the bus, following the wreck, and made a flat-bed farm
truck out of it.

At this point I would like to go back and list the students who attended
school. These four years of school rolls, I found in the State Archives in
the Capitol building. In 1916 there were 50 students enrolled. They

were.

John Bassett, age 15
Elmer Bassett, age 9
Wilson Roberts, age 8
Ula Fitzpatrick, age 11
Lee Green, age 16
George Jagow, age 14
Mable Jagow, age 7

Ada Biddlecome, age 14
Farrell Biddlecome, age 9
Fay Richardson, age 17
Walter Richardson, age 9
George Moody, age 19
Rosa Cirino, age 13

Ester Ford, age 9

Clara Herman, age 13
Lenard Herman, age 8
Albert Mankin, age 12
Ramon Lopez, age 7
John Montgomery, age 9
Rowena Shepard, age 11
Minnie Bell Shepard, age 7
John Rainey, age 6

May Perry, age 16

Ona Perry, age 10
Charley Bassett, age 18

Gracie Bassett, age 13
Arthur Bassett, age 8
Elmer Fitzpatrick, age 12
Lewie Green, age 18
Henrietta Jagow, age 12
Emma Jagow, age 10
Frank Biddlecome, age 16
Ethel Biddlecome, age 12
Leo Biddlecome, age 7
May Richardson, age 13
Arthur Ritter, age 7
Albert Cirino, age 14
Dortha Ford, age 11
Virginia Ford, age 7
Hilda Herman, age 11
Albert Mankin, age 12
Isidor Lopez, age 17
Robert Montgomery, age 11
Edith Shepard, age 13
Clyde Shepard, age 9
Thelma Rainey, age 8
Blossom Perry, age 18
Cecil Perry, age 11

Hobart Perry, age 6

George Bassett, age 16

Names and ages of students was hard to read, as the page was faded.
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No roll was found for 1917, however Eileen Smith found a printed school
program among her mothers pictures. The date is May 24, 1917 and it

states "Primary Room".

Laveda Leister was the teachers name and the

school Trustees were Wm. Fitzpatrick, John Montgomery and E.]J.

Richardson. The first grade pupils were:

Charlie Cirino Hobart Perry Sam Richardson
Homer Scribner Doren Ritter Arthur Ritter
Joaquin Estrada Lester Lane Harvey Lane
Alta Lane Ruth Francis Letha Deming
Second grade:

Morris Shepard John Rainey Wilson Roberts
Leo Biddlecome Mable Jagow Chelsia Moody
Ruth Phadt Helen Salazar

Third grade:

Walter Richardson Arthur Bassett Willie Martinez
Henry Salazar Ray Moody Sylvia Martinez
Minnie Belle Shepard Callie Wright Verona Lane
Thelma Rainey

Fourth grade:

Clyde Shepard Albert Cirino , John Montgomery
Rose Cirino Clara Shepard Maggie Cirino

In 1918 the following were enrolled:

Elmer Grant Fitzpatrick, age 14
Ruby Estil Fitzpatrick, age 6
Sylvia Neilson, age 10
George Jagow, age 16
Emma Jagow, age 12
William Jagow, age 6
George Bassett, age 18
Gracie Bassett, age 15
Arthur Bassett, age 10
Bertha Baron, age 10
Ernest Balden, 13

Ula May Fitzpatrick, age 12
Willie Neilson, age 12
Perry Anderson, age 6
Henrietta Jagow, age 14
Mable Jagow, age 9
Charles Bassett, age 19
John Bassett, age 16
Elmer Bassett, age 11
Versie Baron, age 12
Emma Baron, age 7

Fay Richardson, age 19
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May Richardson, age 15
Sam Richardson, age 7
May Perry, age 18

Ona Perry, age 12
Edward Moody, age 16
Ray Moody, age 12
Christeen Moody, age 6
Harvey Lane, age 13
Alta Lane, age 10
Homer Scribner, age 7
John Montgomery, age 11
Clara Herman, age 15
Lenard Herman, age 10
Roy Francis, age 18
Ruth Francis, age 9
Caroll McRoberts, age 12
Joaquin Estrada, age 11
Grace Wilson, age 15
Josephine Olea, age 7
Wilson Roberts, age 10
Alice Vines, age 10

Ezra Vines, age 7

Doren Ritter, age 7

Rose Cirino, age 15
Charley Cirino, age 9
Ruth Johnson, age 15
Huston Johnson, age 17
Mannie Owen, age 14
Johnnie James Owen, age 9

Walter Richardson, age 11
4 Gillihan children, ages 7-13
Cecil Perry, age 13

Hobart Perry, age 8
Arthur Moody, age 14
Chelsia Moody, age 9
Jessie Lane, age 17

Vrona Lane, age 12

Lester Lane, age 7

Robert Montgomery, age 13
Richie Montgomery, age 7
Hilda Herman, age 13

Lee Green, age 18

Henry Francis, age 15

2 children, 7. age 7 & 11
Donald Wilson, age 12
James Lambert, age 19
Marine Olea, age 9

Letha Deming, age 7

Glen Roberts, age 7

Almer Vines, age 9
Arthur Ritter, age 9
Albert Cirino, age 16
Maggie Cirino, age 14
Lawrence Kreager, age 15
Blanche Johnson, age 11
Zola Owen, age 18

Minnie Pear]l Owen, age 11
Keneth Owen, age 6

In 1919 the following students were enrolled:

May Richardson, age 16
Sam Richardson, age 9
Dolly Prewit, age 16
Averil Prewit, age 13
Willie Neilson, age 13
Rosa Cirino, age 16
Charles Cirino, age 10
Dortha Bunker, age 10
Ruth Bunker, age 6
Edwin Moody, age 17
Ray Moody, age 13

Walter Richardson, age 12
Henry Richardson, age 6
Lawrence Prewit, age 14
Dudley Prewit, age 10
Sylvia Neilson, age 11
Maggie Cirino, age 15
Perry Anderson, age 7
Hilda May Bunker, age 8
Mary Nim Thompson, age 4
Arthur Moody, age 15
Chelcia Moody, age 10
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Christeen Moody, age 7
Hilda Herman, age 14
Wilson Roberts, age 11
Ada Biddlecome, age 17
Ruth Crosby, age 8
John Bassett, age 18
Grace Humphrey, age 15
Henrietta Jagow, age 15
Mable Jagow, age 10
Callie Turner, age 15
Anna Lou Turner, age 8
Sherman Hardin, age 9
Homer Scribner, age 8
Archie Enloe, age __
Doren Ritter, age 8
Troy Vaughn, age 6
Jack Deming, age 6

Ula Fitzpatrick, age 13
Ruth Bassett, age 18
Joaquin Estrada, age 12
Henry Francis, age 16
Jimmie Francis, age 6
Josephine Olea, age 8
Dortha Bunker, age 11
Ruth Bunker, age 7
Ritta Chase, age 14
Albert Chase, age 6
Thelma Tennell, age 16
Milton Tennell, age 12
Emmitt Lanford, age 20
Mollie Lanford, age 15
Erma Lanford, age 8
Hister Harris, age 17

Clara Herman, age 16
Lenard Herman, age 11
Glen Roberts, age 8

Ethel Biddlecome, 15
Marin Anderson, age 7
Arthur Bassett, age 11
George Jagow, age 17
Emma Jagow, age 13
William Jagow, age 7
Hester Turner, age 6
Carmelita Hardin, age 12
Idelia Hardin, age 6
Verna Scribner, age 6
Arthur Ritter, age 10
Reese Vaughn, age 7
Letha Deming, age 8
Elmer Fitzpatrick, age 15
Estil Fitzpatrick, age 7
Jewel Roberts, age 7

Roy Francis, age 18

Ruth Francis, age 10
Marine Olea, age 9
Teddy Askew, age 18
Hilda Bunker, age 9
Margaret Elizabeth Jones, age 6
Lawrence Chase, age 11
Warren McDonald, age 17

.Gladys Tennell, age 14

L.P. Tennell, age 9

Alace Lanford, age 17
Elsie May Lanford, age 12
Joe Herring, age 10

John Bassett, age __
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Students enrolled in 1920 were:

George Jagow, age 18
Emma Jagow, age 14
William Jagow, age 8
May Leath, age 7
Walter Richardson, age 13
Henry Richardson, age 7
Piccola Philips, age 18
Aralene Sanders, age 8
Stella Ferguson, age 16
Lester Ferguson, age 12
Willie Nielson, age 14
Brodie Davis, age 14
Homer Scribner, age 9
Ula Fitzpatrick, age 14
Jewel Roberts. age 8
Edwin Moody, age 18
Ray Moody, age 14
Clara Herman, age 17
Lenard Herman, age 12
Thelma Anderson, age 6
James Turner, age 8
Callie Turner, age 16
Hester Turner, age 8
Maggie Cereno, age 16
Rose Cereno, age 18
Ruth Crosby, age 9
Herman Jagow, age 6
Arthur Ritter, age 13
Letha Deming, age 9
Gorden Deming, age 6
Marin Anderson, age 7
Rowena Shepard, age 15
Minnie Bell Shepard, age 11
Sherman Hardin, age 10
Crawford Hardin, age 6
Fay Brown, age 14
Lemedin Glaze, age 13
Josephine Olea, age 9

Henrietta Jagow, age 16
Mable Jagow, age 11

Ada Leath, age 9

May Richardson, age 17
Sam Richardson, age 9
Julia Harris, age 17

Edith Sanders, age 19
Thurmon Ferguson, age 18
Cora Ferguson, age 14
Gwendolyn Ballard, age 7
Sylvia Neilson, age 13
William Davis, age 7
Elmer Fitzpatrick, age 16
Estil Fitzpatrick, age 8
Evelyn Roberts, age 6
Arthur Moody, age 16
Chelcie Moody, age 11
Hilda Herman, age 15
Perry Anderson, age 8
Howard Lee Turner, age 10
Doan Murell Turner, age 6
Annie Turner, age 10
Albert Cereno, age 19
Charlie Cereno, age 11
Lee Green, age 20

Verna Scribner, age 7
Joaquin Estrada, age 13
Doren Ritter, age 9

Jack Deming, age 7

Ethel Biddlecome, age 16
Edith Shepard, age 17
Clyde Shepard, age 13
Carmelita Hardin, age 13
Idelia Hardin, age 9

Ted Askew, age 19
Brown, age 11
Marine Olea, age 11

This is the total of records found in the State Archives.
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We have located pictures of classes but sadly, no names have been
written on them and for the most part the students cannot be

identified.

Another school, that few remember ever having existed, was built in
Halls Valley (known to us all now as the Enterprise Ranch). Delbert
Wood, of Palo Verde, allowed me to copy the picture. He has vague
memories of their being a school when his family moved there in the
late 1890's. Enterprise, at that time, may not have been considered
within the boundaries of District #47, but the district does encompass

it now.

As I have written, in the Woman's Club chapter, the schoolhouse was
the heart of the valley for many years. It was always open to the
valley for whatever entertainment was available. The yards were
open on weekends for those who enjoyed a game of softball. If not
enough showed up for two teams a spirited game of "work-up" was
played. In This game, the normal number of people played the
infield but the outfield might have a half dozen or more. The object
was to catch a flyball thus putting the batter out and his being
relegated to the field, while you took his place, thus working your
way up. The slides and swings, and teeter-totters and other such
playground equipment, were kept busy by the younger set while
mothers and wives cheered the ball players on.

With distances far, and before the automobiles got much past the
Model A stage, most of the entertainment was 'home made’' so to
speak, and Box suppers, Ice Cream Socials, Pot luck dinners, etc.,
usually accompanied any activity at the school.

In the late forties, talk of building a bigger and better school was
being heard in the community. A Bond Election, was held to see if
the people would consider a small raise in their taxes to support the
new school. I believe three such elections were held before it was
agreed upon. It was voted on however and the old cement block
school was torn down to make room for a modern red brick school
building. At a cost of about $150,000.00 the new school was built
and finished, I believe in 1951/52. The new school had eight
classrooms, a modern kitchen and cafeteria. It also had an
auditorium which was equipped with basketball equipment as well
as volleyball nets and the hardwood floors were painted with the
game courts. Even though the building was most often used as a
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gymnasium, it had a stage on the south end and all sorts of plays,
programs etc. were given there. Folding bleachers lined the walls for
games while folding chairs were set up on the game courts for school
programs and graduation exercises.

The El Paso Gas Company moved into the valley in the 40's and with
the pumping station, housing for 28 families was built, almost a little
town by itself, with a recreation hall and tennis courts. Movies were
shown at the plant one night a week and the valley people were
invited to attend. This facility increased the enrollment of the school,
as did the Arlington Cattle Company, who employed 20 to 30 men,
with most of the families living in the community.

The enrollment of the school fluctuated during harvest season, and it
grew then to two hundred fifty plus from a normal of around a
hundred fifty. It was soon realized that further additions of
classrooms and office facilities would be needed. Again the
community was asked to agree to help financially and they did.
Other buildings have been built including classrooms, a library & bus
barns and the living quarters have been renovated. Trees planted
long ago as Arbor Day projects, have grown into into huge trees and
the yards are well manicured lawns and flowers too, brighten the

grounds.

The changing in the El Paso Gas Co. a few years ago, moved all of the
homes from our district, except for those that were purchased and
placed on properties here. The station is still in operation but is
operated with a skeleton crew who live elsewhere than at the plant.
The closing of the Arlington Cattle Company feeding operation,
caused more families to move elsewhere. Modern day agricultural
equipment has also caused families to move because not as many
farm workers are needed. All of this has cut our enrollment but we
still have enough students to keep the school in operation. The
Harquahala school has been closed and the students from there are
again bussed to the valley.

We, in Arlington are justly proud of our school. We have expanded
from a small, one roomed, wooden school in 1894 to the efficient and
beautiful school that our children now enjoy.

Many projects, over the years, have drawn members of the

community together. For many years, each fall, the members got
together at the school and planned and built, from scratch, floats to
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represent Arlington in the annual Helzapoppin' parades. It seems
that almost everyone participated, whether it was molding chicken
wire into a shape to be covered with papier-mache or making the
goopy stuff that served to cover the wire form. Others made
cardboard letters covered with gilt paper to let everyone know that
this float was from ARLINGTON! Others covered wagons with crepe
paper or added streamers. No matter how early we started to build
the floats or how many evening hours we put into it always seemed
that we had to work all night that last night before the parade. It
was great fun!

A Lions Club was organized with approximately 16 active members,
for the men and for many years the Woman's Club served to gather
the women together. Both clubs have served the school and
community well. Both of these organizations have met at the school.

When the number of students living out north of us reached such a
number, as to be a problem bussing everyone in, a second school
building was built in Harquahala Valley. This was a blessing,
especially for the first three or four grades. The bus ride to and from
Arlington, some twenty plus miles one way, was hard on the
youngsters. This school was used for the primary grades while the
busses still brought the higher grade students to this #4 school.

We, of Arlington, are proud of the many people who have obtained
their education, or at least a portion thereof, here in Arlington. We
owe much to those early settlers who through their foresight and
diligence built that first little one room school, and to those who
came later and were willing to give to see a continued progress in the
educational process, which has been in the valley for the last one
hundred years.

ARLINGTON SCHOOL
District #47

1894 - 1994
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Arlington Valley's First School
Power's Butte School
1894

No identitieg available
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Powers Butte School - District #47

Back Row: L to R

Charlie Bassett
Leslie Humphries
Blossom Perry
Meda Rogers
Emma Harris
Dorothy Humphreys
Vivian Harris
Jewel Perry
Clara Summerel

. Len Biddlecome

. Seth Harris

. Sam Troxel

. John Carnes

. Raymond Miller

. May Perry

. Ida Troxel

. Gladys Henry

. Pearl Roberts

. Mary Rogers

. Alice Methaney

N b= b e e
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December 1,

1910

Front Row: L to R

VPNV AW

Orville Miller

Fields or Miller
Erwin Peterson

Faye Richardson

John Bassett

Frank Biddlecome
Arthur Miller

Bud Moody

Fields or Miller

. Lon Troxel

. George Bassett

. George Jagow

. Henrietta Jagow
. Ada Biddlecome
. May Richardson
. Creggie Crum

. Grace Bassett

Henry

. Edith Methaney
. Cecil Perry

. Ethel Peterson

. Ethel Biddlecome

Our "Thanks" to Barbara Humphreys Pendley, for the identification of
those students standing in front of the #2 school. Her mother, Grace
Bassett, and her aunt, Dorothy Humphreys (Anderson) had identified
these pupils for her. Barbara's address is: Barbara Pendley,

1017 Frienza Ave.., Sacramento, California 95815 - 916-922-6088
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Powers Butte School - District No. 47

Maricopa County,

Arizona

ELLIS H. DOTY, Principle
FLORENCE R. DOTY,

Primary Teacher
1911 - 1912
Trustees
Mrs. Sena Ritter J.G. Montgomery
J.R. Biddlecome
PUPILS PUPILS
PRIMARY GRADES GRAMMAR
GRADES
EIGHTH GRADE

May Richardson--Hilda Herman
Ada Biddlecome

James Henry--Elmer Fitzpatrick
Ernette Moody

Ethel Peterson--Ethel Biddlecome
Cecil Perry

Gracie Bassett--Henrietta Jagow
Lottie Miles

Henry Miles--Charlie Stalling
George Miller

' Ona Perry--Agnes Henry
Eula Fitzpatrick

Harry Green--Elmer Bassett
Emma Jagow

Bennie Miles--Arthur Moody
Ray Moody

Elsia Rogers—-Gussie L. Green
Leslie M. Green

Emma J. Harris--Ione L. Stalling
Pearl M. Downing

May Perry--Ida Perry
Seth W, Harris

Gladys Henry--Elvia Herman
Lillian Russell

Mary Rogers--Orval Miller
Frank Biddlecome

Erwin Peterson--George Bassett
Gorman Miller

Faye Richardson--Lee Green
Howard Stalling

Charles Bassett--Raymond Miller
Clara Herman

Farrell Biddlecome--Gracie Peterson Joe Stalling--Frank Rogers

Joseph Pursley--George Jagow

(Copied from a copy of an enrollment listing
From: Sylvia Harris Anderson
MEM May 1, 1994)
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Newly Built Arlington School
1915

See following page for identification
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This picture of Arlington School #3 was taken in 1915. Itis believed
the school was completed in 1914 - 1915.

A Public School Souvenir program, with this picture on it is
dated 1915. The program is similar to the following:

ARLINGTON
PUBLIC SCHOOL
District 47

Maricopa County Arizona

ISAAC E. IMES, Teacher

PUPILS

George Bassett Frank Biddlecome
May Perry Clara Herman
Fay Richardson Lee Green
Roy Francis Dorothy Ford
John Bassett George Jagow
Edith Shepard Elmer Fitzpatrick
May Richardson Hilda Herman
Henry Francis - Robert Montgomery
Grace Bassett Ada Biddlecome
Rowena Shepard Ethel Biddlecome
Cecil Perry Henrietta Jagow

School Officers

William Fitzpatrick, Sec.
John G. Montgomery E.J. Richardson

The school is out, vacation's come,
The bell has ceased to sound

The old schoolhouse has lost its hum,
And silence broods around.

- 28 -



Arlington School

1930's
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Arlington School #4 District 47
Late 1950's
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ADMINISTRATORS AND TEACHERS

The list of Administrators and Teachers, found on the following page,
has been gathered from existing records and from the memories of
former students. Many of the names were given to me by word of
mouth and if your name is misspelled, I ask your pardon, and if is
omitted I ask your forgiveness.

Some of the information, on teachers and administrators, was gotten
from available records. Some of the current teachers made
notations on the sheet we passed around, asking them for
information on where they obtained their education and what
degrees they had achieved. Some of the information comes from
newspaper clippings and from personal memories.

One of the first names that comes to my mind is that of Chet McNabb.
I think that he gained a spot in the heart of most everyone in
Arlington. Quoting from an article printed in Arizona Days and Ways,
a part of the Arizona Republic, in January of 1955 is the following:

"The guiding light of this wholesome town spirit is 34 year-old Chet
McNabb, school superintendent. A graduate of Arizona State College
at Tempe and a pilot in World War II, McNabb was director of
athletics and coach of basketball and baseball at Tempe Union High
School from 1946 until he took over the job of unofficial mayor of
Arlington and Arlington School Superintendent in 1953. To say that
the friendly, energetic McNabb is enthusiastic about the townspeople
and his students would be putting it mildly. 'We think we have the
finest little community anywhere in Arizona' he says. "When there's
work to be done, everyone pitches in."

Chet is no longer with us and Eleanor has moved out of state so we
were unable to ask about any of his degrees. Chet had not been with
Arlington school very long when he recruited some of the athletic
students and graduates from Tempe to come to teach at Arlington.

Some have moved on, some have retired and some are still teaching

here.

Another quote from the Arizona Republic dated September 22, 1978,
speaks of another superintendent of Arlington School. It is headed:
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Governor taps Mesa educator for state board.

George N. Smith, Mesa schools superintendent and a Republican, was
appointed Thursday by Democratic Gov. Bruce Babbitt, to the State
Board of Education. Born in Arizona, Smith holds a bachelor's degree
from the University of Utah and a master's from Arizona State
University.

He has been superintendent of Mesa public schools since 1967.
Before that, he spent 14 years as superintendent of Flowing Wells
School District in Tucson and served as teaching principal of the
elementary school at Arlington, where he started in 1949.

Ben Travis is the Superintendent at Arlington now. He is a graduate
from Oklahoma State with a Master of Science degree in School
Administration. He also did Graduate work at Arizona State. He has
been at Arlington for 8 years and has a total of 28 years in school
administration.

Teresa Kennedy teaches the 2nd grade at Arlington. She holds a BA
and a MA degree from the Chapman University and has been
teaching here for two years . She put in a footnote on her inquiry
sheet which says: "It has been two years of a slice of heaven. Good
people! Good kids! Good School!!"

Leslie Meredith is one of those teachers who came to Arlington when
Chet McNabb was the superintendent. He teaches the 8th grade, and
must like it as he has been teaching here for 34 years. Les has a BA
degree plus 40 hours. He is an Arizona State University graduate.

Richard Smith is a graduate of Abilene Christian University, of Texas
and has a Bachelor of Science in Education. He taught for 15 years at
the Palo Verde Elementary before teaching for eleven years at our
school in Harquahala. He is the S5th and 6th grade homeroom teacher
and teaches language arts to the 7th and 8th grades. He says that his
teaching years at Harquahala as well as those here in Arlington have
been the happiest of his life. He hopes that he has been able to give
back, to the students and community, some of his joy.

June Blackson teaches the third grade and has been teaching for 4
years. She has a BA in Elementary Education which she earned at
Arizona State University.
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Richard Heary has taught for 4 years at Arlington and is the 4th
grade teacher. He earned his Bachelor of Science in Education degree
from Indiana University of Pennsylvania. He expects to attend
Northern Arizona University, this summer. Here he will complete his
Master's Degree in Education with a Reading endorsement.

Charlls Wentz has taught for 24 years for the Arlington District. 20
years at Harquahala and 4 years at Arlington. He has a Bachelor of
Arts in Elementary Education which he earned at Arizona State
University. He is the 7th grade teacher and teaches Science to the

S5th and 8th grades.

Dolpha Yule has a Bachelor of Arts degree from Arizona State
University. She has taught for 28 years. She has taught Home Ec. for
a lot of years, as well as other teaching duties.

Audrey Spatz is the Special Education teacher at Arlington. She has
taught for three years and has a Bachelor of Arts in Education from
Ohio University in Athens, Ohio. Also has SPED (LDA) Special
Education for those with Learning disabilities. This from Arizona
State University. Audrey says, "I've enjoyed working at Arlington.
Everyone is so friendly and happy."

Latoya Sawyer has had three years of teaching and earned her B.A.
degree in Flementary Education at the West Texas State University.

Wally Kaywood was the principal at Arlington School from 1931
through 1933. He went to Ajo, following his years at Arlington.
Wally was a star Quarterback at ASU in 1929, He says that he was
instrumental in getting George (Speck) Smith hired at Arlington. He
attended, with Speck, the interview with Arlington School Board
member Gene Jagow. When the interview was over Gene said that
they had several other applicants to interview. Wally said, "Let me
see those" referring to the applications. Then he said, "You don't
want to hire any of these people", and George was hired on the spot.

I would have liked to give credit to the many, not teachers, who have
served this school so faithfully, but I don't want to leave anyone out.
I will mention a few however who worked for so long and hard for
the betterment of our school and community. I remember Evelyn
England, Irene Brown, Elvira Hernandez Jones, Irma Briones, and
others who planned meals, supervised the cooking and helped to
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serve meals in the school cafeteria. They all came through too. when
preparations were needed for most any special occasion.

Pete Briones, drove the schoolbus, cared for the yards or supervised
it, as well as working at cleaning and supervising the janitorial work
that was needed. Pete was a special sort of person. He was never
too busy to help out when needed. He always came and helped to
make or made tortillas for the Mexican Food dinner, that was served
every year, as a fund raiser for the 8th grade's final party or trip,
after they graduated. Pete always had a smile for everyone and he
never forgot your name. Pete is retired now and lives near Palo
Verde.

Nelo Soto has now taken over the job that Pete did for many years.
Nelo too does a really good job and the yards are always neat and
clean. He too drives a bus as well as overseeing janitorial work. His
wife Anna works in the school cafeteria now.

Dianna Richardson Workman is the Office Manager at the school.
Others that have worked in the school office were Evelyn Kirk and
Hassie Clingman. Melanie Richardson Finchum helps out in the
office as well as driving a bus and you can find her most any time,
doing whatever is needed at the moment.

There have been many who have served the school as non-teachers,
and a heartfelt "Thanks" to all of them who have helped.

Teachers: Cameron, Rodean Florence, Strothers
Allen, Emily Castellanos, A. Frazier, Joan
Allen, Mr. Clark, Larry Frazier, Robert
Allen, Steve Clingman, Loy Gray, Sally
Anderson, Zula Closser, Henry Hardin, Ellen
Avlon, Don Cone, Patsy Hardison, Carolyn
Billington, Esther Cowill, Mary Hartenstein,C.
Blackson, Irene Cox, Willie Hayes, Cathy
Brand, Stephanie Crawley, Peggy Hazen, Anne
Brazee, Maybelle Crawley, Virgil Heary, Richard
Brown, Ethel Dale, Joanne Herrick, Robert
Brown, Jennie DeWitt, Charles J. Hickman (Collins)
Brown, Olive Doty, Ellis Marilyn

Brown, Sally Doty, Florence Hickman, Jim
Brumbough, Sue Eastman, Mary A. Hightower, Bill
Cain, Helen Finley, James
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Hill, Miles

Ives, Kathy
Ingram, Lulah
Jiminez, Reuben
Jones, Charles
Jones, Kendra
Jones, Stanley
Kaywood, W.W,
Keck, Kathleen
King, Doris

King, James

Lake, Ruth
Leedham, Nancy
Leffue, John
Leister, Levida
Liedham, Nancy
Lindstrom, Albert
Lombardo, Joseph
Lula Worth
Lund, Nancy
Malloy, Sarah
McArthur, Joy
McEhannon Mr.
McElhannon, Mrs.
McNabb, Chet
Meredith, Les
Meredith, Sheryl
Merdeith, Joan
Metz, Tom

Miller, (Hardesty)
Dessie
Montgomery,
Hallie

Musgrave, Loretta
Newkirk, Mr.
Nichols, Dillon
Nichols, Julia
Parker, Marie
Parsons, Gene
Payton, Emily
Peterson, Iva
Pomeroy, Edward
Ray, Audrey

Reynolds, Mary
Riesenbeck, Nora
Robinson, Jackie
Roden, Barbara
Rohrbacher, Dixie
Rowley, Madeline
Roy, Kevin
Rundell, Jim
Saalman, Jane
Sawyer, Latoya
Schartzer, Marvel
Scott, Priscilla
Sedig, Mrs.

Sell, Mary

Smith, Bob

Smith, George
Smith, Richard
Smith, Theresa
Spatz, Audrey
Startin (Cook),
Katherine

Steele, Lynn
Tomeck, Mr.
Travis, Ben
Turner, Carolee
Turner, Charlene
Vannish, Ruth
Washburn, Frances
Watts, Lois
Wentz, Charles
Whetton, Mrs.
Willcutt, Audrey
Wingfield, Billie
Winoker, Karen
Wood, Ethel

‘Wooley, Martha

Yule, Dolpha
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1901

Mr. & Mrs. Doty Laveda Leister
1911-1912 1917
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Mary Sell, a teacher who taught in Arlington School
for many years, and tock an active part in
community affairs.

She won honors for the Arlington Woman's Club
through her work as secretary and press agent for
that organization.

Seated in front of the #3 school,
with a much loved student,
Eileen Kreager
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ARLINGTON:
ONE HUNDRED YEARS AND GROWING!

Arlington Elementary School
16351 Arlington School Rd.
Arlington, Arizona 85322
Enrollment: 151 Students
Superintendent: Ben Travis

Just this summer, the Arlington Wildcats celebrated their 100th
Anniversary. With over 500 people attending the celebration, this
small and secluded community paid tribute to its own institution of
learning with pride, support and enthusiasm.

Record-breaking heat, last month alone, should initiate a new record
for community support in the face of hardship. This community did
more than show their faces this year; they passed, bya 4 to 1
margin, their most recent bond issue.

"The people of Arlington are happy with the programs,” says Ben
Travis, Arlington School superintendent.

So many miles from the nearest shopping mall, the children of
Arlington have access to programs that must be considered the most
important of modern technology and advanced education. At this
school a computer stands proudly in each and every classroom.

Yearly, a Science Fair is held locally, with the children learning, not
by mere book work, but by hands-on experience to prepare and
achieve in the field. If so desired, these students can enroll in shop,
be involved in the home economics program, or enlist and improve
their musical talents in the Arlington School Band.

Of course, any school would not be complete without the fun,
competitiveness, and striving to be one's best, to be found in a local

sports program.

Arlington School does strive to be the best. This school proudly holds
the distinction of having SAT scores as high or higher than any other

in the valley.
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Parents, teachers and staff at Arlington School care about the welfare
and future of students. For the benefit of the children and bus
drivers, this year, all buses will be refrigerated.

With about 750 square rural miles (that's right, 750 square miles!) in
the school district, Arlington continues to keep classes at a minimum
of 15 to 25 students per class. Every tax dollar is used to facilitate
the betterment of the school and to continue the success of what
Travis describes as the most stable school district he has ever

worked for.

Jan Travis (left), secretary, and Dianna Richardson Workman (right),
office manager, stand in front of Arlington Elementary school, located
just off old Highway 80 in the community of Arlington. Residents of
this tiny hamlet recently celebrated the 100th anniversary of their
school.

Jan Travis is the wife of superintendent Ben Travis and Dianna
Richardson Workman attended all eight grades of elementary school
in Arlington, as did her father Sam Richardson, and Dianna's children
too have attended school here.

This article taken from the Desert Sun newspaper. An August 1994
edition.
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The little Woman's Club building, at one time located on the grounds
of the Arlington School, had its beginning as a
homestead cabin some thirteen miles from the school.
The cabin belonged to Mrs. R.C. Sell and I believe it
was donated to the Womans Club.

Though there was originally only 23 members of
the club, they did untold good for the community
and especially for the young people.

A lot concerning these things you will find in the
section given to the Woman's Club.

After the building was moved in from the desert
a fireplace was added for the comfort of
evening meetings.

After the building was no longer needed, it was
purchased by Malcolm Anderson and he and June
lived in it for some time. It is still standing, in
some disrepair, since it has not been used for
several years.

It is located on the Lars Anderson property.
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ARLINGTON WOMAN'S CLUB

I have been unable to find a great deal of information on the
Woman's Club of Arlington except for a couple of years. The Club
flourished from about 1929 until the early 1940's.

In asking Ethel Gable about the club, she said that she thought the
first President was Lydia Archer, and others that she mentioned
were: Ethel Hardesty, Mrs. Ira Thornton and Jessie Anderson and
herself. All of the ladies who were in the club were kept busy, not
only with the projects for the school and the community but for their
own families and friends.

Their agendas were well planned and parliamentary procedures
adhered to. For the two years, which we have records for, they
were extremely well kept. Teacher, Mary Sell clipped and saved
every piece of news that was published in various papers, and the
ladies were well represented in the press.

We find in the Buckeye Valley News, dated April 2, 1936, an article
from which I will quote only a little. "Announcement was received
from Tucson Wednesday, that the Arlington Woman's Club was
awarded first prize for the best press book among the various
Woman's Clubs in the Central District Arizona Federation. Arlington
Woman's Club press book will be entered in competition with the
winners of the four other districts in the state, and the final winner
will be announced at the state convention to be held at Tempe within

a short time.

In the Buckeye Valley News of April 16, 1936 we read: Mrs. R.C. Sell
press and publicity chairman of the Arlington Woman's Club
attended part of the Tuesday afternoon session of the State
Convention of Federated Woman's Clubs held in Tempe this week.—
Editor's note--And incidentally we would like to add that she
brought home the honor, to the Arlington Club, of having won the
loving cup, for the best press book in the state.

Though officers changed, I will not list all that served but will try
instead to tell you of the many projects and activities that were a
part of the club.
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April 6, 1936  The annual Easter egg hunt to be given by the club
for all children of the community will be held Thursday afternoon on
the school lawn. Willa Lee Murphy will be in charge.

April 20, 1936 Monthly community sing held, Mrs. Sell directed
and Mrs. Robert Treon and Mrs. Anderson were the tea hostesses for
the evening.

May 4, 1936 Mrs. Ethel Hardesty was hostess for an afternoon
meeting. Mrs. H.C. Gable was chairman of the conservation program
presented, The program dealt with various types of conservation.

May 8, 1935 Mr. and Mrs. James Rundell entertained at a picnic
supper Sunday evening on the lawn of their home with members of
the Arlington Woman's Club and families as guests. Preceding the
supper, a horseback ride was held on the desert.

May 4, 1936 The Woman's Club will hold its final community
sing for the present year Thursday April 29th at 8 o'clock, on the
school lawn. The sing will be combined with the spring May Festival
presented by the local school. May King and Queen will be crowned
and a May pole wound in their honor. Mrs. Dessie Miller will be
chairman for the evening.

April 2, 1936 The Woman's club sponsored a Treasure Hunt for
the Boy Scout Troop at the home of Mrs. A. Anderson last Saturday
night. Boys present were: Jackie and Carter Gable, Robert Treon, Ray
Mills, Floyd Ealy, George Bassett and Merlin Anderson.

April 23, 1936 Mrs. A. Anderson, Mrs. Ruby Roberts, Mrs. L.W.
Hardesty, Mrs. C.L. Archer, Mrs. H.A. Kreager and Mrs. E.F. Ealy
attended the Central District Convention in Phoenix.

May 14, 1936  Arlington Woman's Club outlines work for 1936-37

The Executive board of the Arlington Woman's Club met Thursday,
May 7th at the home of Mrs. James N. Rundell to plan an outline of
Club work for the year 1936/37. Mrs. Ira Thornton, club president,
presided over this meeting. The following department heads were
selected. (1) Parliamentary Law, Mrs. Rundell (2) Public Welfare,
the intermediate grade teacher who will take Mrs. Harold Miller's
place. (3) Community Service, Mrs. A. Anderson (4) Better films,
Mrs. H.A. Kreager (5) Press and Publicity, Mrs. R.C. Sell. The
committee chairman for Social Activities, which have been
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designated are: (1) Librarian: Mrs. Rundell, (2) Club Quilt, Mrs. C.L.
Archer, (3) Community Christmas Tree, Mrs. H.C. Gable (4)
Community Sings, Mrs. A. Anderson (5) Halloween Party for
Community, Mrs. LW. Hardesty (6) Young People's Party, Mrs.
Lloyd Saunders (7) Husbands Party, Mrs. Robert Treon (8) Easter
Party, Mrs. Tom Rice and (9) Year Books, Mrs. Ira Thornton.

The topics and chairmen, also hostesses for the semi-monthly
meetings are, as follows: September 24 Parliamentary Law,
Chairman, Mrs. Rundell, Hostess, Mrs. Treon. October 8, Street and
Highway Safety, Chairman, Mrs. Sell Hostess, Mrs. Thornton.
October 22, "Arizona History" Chairman Mrs. Treon, Hostess, Mrs.
Gable. Nov. 5, "The Value of Books" Chairman, Mrs. Hardesty,
Hostess, Mrs. Rundell. November 19, All Day Quilting, Chairman, Mrs.
Archer, Hostess, Mrs. Anderson. December 3, "Community Service"
Chairman, Mrs. Gable, Hostess, Mrs. Kreager. December 17, "Club
Christmas Tree" Chairman, Mrs. Thornton, Hostess, Mrs. Saunders.
January 7, "Public Health, Chairman, Mrs. Miller's successor, Hostess,
Mrs. Roy Murphy. Jan. 21, "Recreation" Chairman Mrs. Anderson
Hostess, Mrs. Rice. February 4 "Poetry" Chairman, Willa Lee Murphy,
Hostess, Mrs. E.J. Richardson. February 18, "Better Films" Chairman,
Mrs. Kreager, Hostess Mrs. Alf Roberts. March 4, "Election of
Officers" Hostess, Mrs. Anna Taylor. March 18, "Exhibits" Chairman,
Mrs. Saunders, Hostess, Mrs. Hardesty. April 1, "Child Welfare",
Chairman, Mrs. Rice, Hostess, Mrs. Archer. April 15, "Our Hobbies",
Chairman, Mrs. Taylor, Hostess, Willa Lee Murphy. April 29 "Drama"
Chairman, New member, Hostess, New member. @ May 6, Covered
Dish Luncheon with the Executive Board acting as chairman‘and
hostesses.

Throughout the year, Roll Call will be answered by Home Hints and
Current Events, beginning with the latter and alternating in
succession. This outline of work, departments heads and committee
chairmen, will be presented at the meeting of the club during this
year and will be an all-day one with a pot-luck luncheon of which
Mrs. A. Anderson will be in charge.

(How's that for really well planned agendas?)

Phoenix Gazette, June 23, 1936 The Arlington Woman's Club will
hold the third of a series of story hours for children of the
community, at the clubhouse on Thursday morning, at 9 o'clock. Miss
Willa Lee Murphy will superintend this event.
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August 27, 1936 Mr. and Mrs. Tony Kreager entertained Arlington
Woman's Club members and their husbands last week on Wednesday
night to a desert horseback ride and watermelon feast. The occasion
being their wedding anniversary.

September 24, 1936 The tea hour on Thursday, in Arlington, will
be the occasion for members of the Arlington Woman's Club to
exchange greetings after a summer of vacations and diverse
interests. This event will be held at the club's own building. Mrs.
Robert Treon will be the official hostess.

Arizona Republic October 12, 1936 Ten Commandments of
Highway Safety given at Arlington. Presented by Mr. R.C. Sell. Mrs.
Ira Thornton was hostess for the social hour.

Arizona Republic October 3, 1936 Mr. and Mrs. H.C. Gable
entertained members of the Arlington Woman's Club and their
husbands at a moonlight riding party on the desert Wednesday
evening. Following the ride, dinner was served on the lawn of the
Gable home.

Buckeye Valley News, October 8, 1936 The Annual Corn Roast and
Community Gathering Sponsored by Woman's Club and School. Many
of the persons attending the affair expressed their appreciation of
the co-operation of the club and school in providing wholesome
recreation for the people of the community.

Phoenix Gazette October 21, 1936 "Arizona History" will be the
theme of the Arlington Woman's Club meeting to be held tomorrow
at the club house. Charles DeWitt, faculty member of the school, will
be the principal speaker. Mrs. Robert Treon is chairman of the
program. The annual Halloween party, set for Friday, will be
discussed and last minute details perfected. Mrs. A. Anderson is
general chairman. She will be assisted by the Camp Fire Girls and
their guardian, Maybelle Brazee. A carnival and many humorous
events are being planned. All persons in the community are
privileged to attend.
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Buckeye Valley News November 5,1936 Mrs. Anna M. Taylor
will be program chairman of the topic--"Our Hobbies", at the regular
semi-monthly meeting at the Arlington Club, Thursday afternoon
November 5. Mrs. Taylor will ask each member present to discuss
her hobby. Mrs. James N. Rundell will be hostess during the social
hour. Part of this time is to be used working on the quilt which the
club members expect to sell for funds for the Community Christias
treat.

Buckeye Valley News October 1, 1936 The Woman's Club
sponsored the organization of Camp Fire Girls at the Arlington School
last Wednesday afternoon. Miss Maybelle Brazee, intermediate
grade teacher will have charge of the group. The Woman's Club also
sponsors the Boy Scout Troop which was organized the past year and
is in charge of Charles J. DeWitt, a teacher in the local school.

The Woman's Club is again maintaining a branch of the Maricopa
Free Library in the clubhouse for the benefit of the community at
large. Library hours are from 4 to S on the regular semi-monthly
meeting days. Mrs. James N. Rundell is the club librarian.

Buckeye Valley News November 5,1936  During the past week
the Woman's Club building was wired and equipped with electric
lights, connected with the Delco plant of the school.

Buckeye Valley News November 26,1936 The annual
Thanksgiving dinner for the school children will be served in the
lunch room on Wednesday. Members of the Woman's Club will assist
Mrs. Anna Taylor in serving the dinner.

Phoenix Gazette Nov. 23,1936 The Thanksgiving motif was
followed throughout the luncheon for the Arlington Woman's Club
this week-end, and a treasure hunt for the "lucky 13" number, which
was concealed in autumn leaves, scattered about the club rooms, was
won by Mrs. LW. Hardesty. The luncheon was preceded and
followed by sessions devoted to quilting. This follows the tradition
established by these club women during the past eight years. The
completed quilt is sold prior to Christmas and the funds used for a
Christmas party for the children of the community. @ Under the
splendid leadership of Mrs. C.L. Archer, the club has reached the Red
Cross quota for Arlington Community.
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Included in a paragraph about club houses is the following: To the
16x20 foot structure owned by the Arlington Woman's Club, which is
truly the heart of community activities.

Buckeye Valley News November 26,1936 In reviewing the work
of the Arlington Woman's Club, members of the executive board feel
that the club is living up to its motto: "Service, Unity, and Progress".
This club sponsors the social life of the community through Parties,
entertainments, and sings. It conducts a branch of the Maricopa Free
Library. It sponsors both the Boy Scout and Camp Fire Girls
movements. It is now cooperating with the local school in a Street
and Highway Safety Campaign. It has just sponsored the Red Cross
membership drive and through the efforts of Mrs. C.L. Archer,
chairman, has succeeded in raising the quota for the community. The
new president, Mrs. Ira Thornton, is to be congratulated on her
leadership of this small, but active club.

December 9, 1936 A 3 act comedy by the "Arlington Community
Players" was given at the school auditorium on December 11.
Proceeds for the play will be used by the Woman's Club for
community welfare work. The play "Under Western Skies" was also
given in the Gila Bend auditorium. 35 cents was the cost of
admission and the funds also to be used for Community Service.
Following the presentation in Gila Bend on Dec. 17th, the cast and
crew were entertained at the C.L. Archer ranch. They were served a

midnight chicken supper.

Arizona Republic December 21,1936  Arlington Club Holds
Yule Party. In a holiday-decked club house, members of the
Arlington Woman's club last week enjoyed their annual Christmas
program and a luncheon served by Mrs. H.A. Kreager. Mrs. Ira
Thornton, president, was in charge of the program, which opened
with community singing of carols. Various members contributed
accounts of Yuletide customs in other lands, primary pupils of the
local school gave a novelty song act, the intermediate school children
presented Christmas songs and Sharlott Jane Hardesty and Elouise
Treon played piano solos. Exchange of gifts, which had been placed
beneath a tree, followed the program.
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Phoenix Gazette = December 24, 1936 "The Miser's Dream", an
operetta with a cast of 40 children, will be presented by the
Arlington Woman's Club tomorrow night at the school. All characters
will be in costume. The production has been directed by Mrs. R.C.
Sell, music instruction and James N. Rundell, principal. This is the
annual Christmas meeting for the community and following the
program a Santa Claus will distribute bags of candy, nuts and fruits
to the children. A huge Christmas tree will add to the merriment of
the evening.  Members of the club and their friends will go
Christmas-caroling following the evening's entertainment. Homes of
the shut-ins will be visited.

December 10, 1936 A new palm tree and several beds of flowers
have been planted by members of the Woman's Club at the club
house grounds. The club is sponsoring a beautification program
under the supervision of Mrs. A. Anderson, who is the state chairman
of the committee of Community Service for the Federated Woman's
Clubs.

February 4, 1937 At a recent meeting of the Arlington Club,
Mrs. Ira Thornton read a medical report on how to prevent colds
and flu through proper diet. Three fruits named as excellent
preventatives were prunes, bananas and apples. Several club
members have tried this method in their homes, and "believe it or
not" none of them have succumbed to the present scourge of flu and
cold.

January 21, 1937 The meeting scheduled for January 21, will
center around "recreation". Mrs. H.C. Gable is chairman of the
meeting. Roll call will be "Current Events". This topic alternates with
that of "Home Hints". All members are urged to be present, since
several matters of importance are to be discussed at the business
session. Among these are plans for an Equestrian party and
barbecue, Sunday January 24, and the annual husband's party,
February 14 and the milk project for the undernourished school
children.
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February 11, 1937 Although heart shaped invitations had been
given out to members of the Arlington Woman's Club for the annual
Husband's party, to be held Sunday afternoon, February 14, at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Treon, the affair has been postponed
until March 7th. An epidemic of measles among club families made
it necessary to change the date. Quite a number of the group plan to
ride horseback over a desert trail to the scene of the party.

Arizona Republic February 22, 1937 Teachers, parents and
civic leaders were urged to study the nature of motions pictures, "a
new and distinct art of the 20th Century" important in molding ideas
and characters of the rising generation, by Mrs. H.A. Kreager and
other speakers at a round table discussion held by the Arlington
Woman's Club Thursday in the club house. Historical pictures and
those filmed from world classics were rated as the most desirable by
members during the discussion and Mr. L.W. Hardesty read a
magazine article on the cinema. Announcement was made of
the certificate of honor won by the Arlington Boy Scout Troop for
1936. The scouts are sponsored by the Woman's Club, and Charles J.
DeWitt, teacher in the local school, is scoutmaster. The certificate is
the highest honor bestowed in the central district during the year.
Girls of the school homemaking department, under direction of Mrs.
Maybelle Brazee, served luncheon.

Arizona Republic February 26, 1937 A Box Social and a
Community Sing will be given under the auspices of Arlington
Woman's Club this evening) at Arlington School, with Mrs. A.
Anderson in charge. A program will include guitar, violin, accordion
and vocal solos in Spanish, in addition to group singing. Proceeds will
be used to finance the milk project of the community service
department. The annual young peoples party of the club will be
held Sunday afternoon at the home of Mrs. A. Anderson. Monopoly
will be the diversion of the evening.

February 7, 1937 Members of the Arlington Woman's Club have
been kept busy during the past several weeks, caring for the sick in
the community. Mrs. C.L. Archer has generously given much of her
time and skill in nursing to curing influenza cases.

All of the foregoing articles were taken from the yearbook of the
Arlington Woman's club covering 1936 and part of 1937.
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I remember, when I first came to the valley in the latter part of
1936, the extremely devoted Women of the valley with not only
their busy schedules in the Woman's Club but just the caring attitude
they exhibited to the youth of the community. It seemed there was
at least one activity at the school in every week. Box Suppers and
Pie Suppers and Ice Cream Socials were but a few of the 'fun' things
that the women contributed to. The schoolyard was always open to a
soft ball game or basketball. The playground with its "Monkey Bars'
"Giant Stride" and the "Ocean Wave". were in constant motion
whenever there was an activity. Weekends were always a good time
for ball games. If there were not enough to form teams a healthy
game of "Work Up" was played. I remember what fun it was to come
to see the "donkey" ball games where everyone had to ride a burro.
These were not un-chaperoned days. There always was a member of
the Woman's Club there, as her husband or son or daughter was
probably participating in the fun.

You often hear some one speak of "the good old days" in a manner
that makes you say, "Oh Yeah, Sure". ButI recall those days as really
good old days. Cars were few and distances long to outside
recreation. Most had radio's but no televisions as yet and most
everyone was loaded with chores that did not allow much time for

'gadding'.

I for one, and I'm sure there are many, who will agree that the
School was the heart of the valley but the Woman's Club was the
heart's blood that kept the commumty well and happy for the
several years that it existed. y
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Names of club members found in 1936/37
Press & Publicity book for the Arlington Woman's Club

Mrs. A. Anderson (Jessie)
Mrs. Robert Treon

Mrs. James N. Rundell
Mrs. H.C. Gable (Ethel)
Mrs. R.C. Sell (Mary)
Mrs. C.L. Archer

Mrs. Ana M. Taylor
Mrs. Walter Richardson
Mrs. E.F. Ealy

Mrs. Roy Murphy (Etta)
Mrs. Alph Roberts

Mrs. Perry Anderson (Sylvia)
Mrs. Erwin Peterson (Norris)

Alice Saunders

Mrs. L Anderson (Dorothy)
Mrs. Pate Vigil

Mrs. AN. Lindstrom
Mrs. Elmer McCann
Mrs. W.R. Mitchell

Mrs. Mark Kentch

Mrs. J.H. Joslin

Mrs. G.F. Nutter

Mrs. S.D. McVay

Mrs. Bill Wayne

Mrs. Wm. Walton y
Mrs. T.T. Harris (Bessie)
Mrs. L.D. Humphries
Mrs. Lucy Quinn

Mrs. H.F. Hazen

Mrs. Nettie Kentch

Mrs. Sara Mabry

Mrs. James Patterson
Mrs. Bob Walls

Mrs. B.V. Ferrell

Ollie Millwee

Mrs. H. Gibson

Mrs. George Moody
Mrs. Fred Ealy

Miss Gladys Trimm
Miss Dorothy Deming
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Mrs. Ira Thornton
Willa Lee Murphy
Mrs. Lloyd Saunders
Mrs. L.W. Hardesty
Mrs. H.A. Kreager (May)
Mrs. Harold Miller (Dessie)
Helen Whitten

Mrs. Ruby Roberts
Mrs. Tom Rice (Verna)
Mrs. E.J. Richardson
Mrs. Vernon Anderson
Mrs. George Moody
Maybelle Brazee

Mrs. T. Thornton

Mrs. J.W. Bassett

Mrs. Charles J. DeWitt
Mrs. E.D. Hall

Mrs. J.A. Pierce (Cora)
Mrs. Dean Marshall
Mrs. W.W. Caywood
Mrs. H.S. Kinkade

Mrs. A. Keeslar

Mrs. J.H. Lambert

Mrs. C.S. Jones

Mrs. N.C. Reed

Mrs. B.L. Glazner

Mrs. R.C. Robinson
Mrs. B.A. VanWormer
Mrs. E.T. Benson

Mrs. W.R. Ferguson
Mrs. Ideal Solomon
Mrs. C.M. Ward

Mrs. Edith Dillon

Mrs. Georgia Young
Mrs. N.N. Summerville
Mrs. J.M. Hudgens

Mrs. G.N. Deming

Mrs. Dan Gross

Miss Mabel Hughes
Miss Thelma Anderson



Reunion of Arlington Woman' Club in the late 19’%0‘%
Back Row: Peggy Crawley, Jessic Anderson, Mrs. Mitchell, Lydia Archer, Ethel Hardesty, Vannie
Thornton, May Kreager

Front Row: Verna Rice, Mrs. Lambert, Ethel Gable Dorothy Anderson, Mrs. Ira Thornton,
Mrs. Taylor (Darlene Rice in the foreground)



Some of the Woman's Club members, with their families
Woman's Club Building in the background -- Probably early 30's
This may have been taken of the Sunday School that was held here



ARLINGTON CANAL COMPANY

Knowing that some of the first settlers in Arlington arrived in the
latter part of the 18th century, prior to the building of the Arlington
Canal, my question was: How did those early settlers irrigate?
Where did their water come from?

This question was answered for me when I obtained a copy of
"History of Buckeye Canal" by LH. Parkman.. I have tried to pick
from this history only those parts which concerned Arlington Valley
but I find that I must include a little of Buckeye's history as well.

It was in 1885 that a location for a diversion dam, on the Gila, was
chosen by Buckeye. The locators then filed for 12,000 inches of
water and also a right of way over the public domain, forty feet wide
from their location site to the Hassayampa creek. (will explain this
later).

In July of 1886 The Buckeye Canal Co. filed notice of location of
38,000 inches more water to be added to the 12,000 they had
already located and making their total claim to 50,000 inches. This
location notice was recorded at the County seat on October 8, 1886.

Their original canal survey extended from their dam at the Agua Fria
River to the lower end of Arlington Valley, near the present Gillespie
dam and was completed to the Hassayampa in the latter part of
1886. The water was to be carried across the Hassayampa river by
means of a sand dam built across the river four or five feet high.
The water ran in above the dam until the dam was full, and then it
ran out on the other side. This means of carrying the water across
the river was maintained for many years although the dam was
washed out every time a little flush of water came down the

Hassayampa.

In 1888 the Buckeye Canal Company took up the work of extending
the canal from the Hassayampa to the lower end of Arlington. In
1889 a Major Edward H. Wilton did a study of the Buckeye system,
with a view to enlarging it to the capacity that could handle the
50,000 inches that had been filed on. I'll only give you a little part
of his findings as most of it did not affect us directly. This one part I
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thought was interesting. Major Wilton reported: "I claim that the
land under the Buckeye Canal is far ahead of the Salt River Valley.
West of the Hassayampa water is near the surface and at Mullins
Well is only 4 feet from the surface.

Floods down the Gila, Agua Fria and the Hassayampa continued to do
costly damage to all the lands under the survey. The breaking of the
Walnut Grove Dam on February 1, 1890 did lasting damage to the
Hassayampa. Mr. Parkmans description is as follows:

The breaking of the Walnut Grove Dam released a torrent of water
stored behind it, that came rushing down the otherwise dry creek
bed of the Hassayampa. It reached the Buckeye canal at 9:30 a.m. on
the morning of February 22nd. As the channel of the "creek" was at
that time quite small, and this was much more than a big splash, so
the flood water spread out over the flats on each side of the channel.
Where old Highway 80 now crosses the river, it was at least a mile
wide, running better than waist deep through the house on the Old
Evan's homestead, (Murray Johnson's farm) After the flood was gone
the former little creek was cut out to a considerable width,
something near its present size. = So maintaining the sand dam
across the creek bed, to carry the canal water from the east side to
the west side, and on down into the Arlington country, developed
into quite an undertaking as it washed out every time a rain of any
size at all fell in the hills or on the desert above there.

According to an old timer who lived here before the flood, two men
and teams could put the dam across the channel in a day. In 1895
Mr. Parkman helped to put it back after a washout and it took
sixteen men and teams from sunup to dark to do the job, so it was at
least 8 times as big as it had been before the flood.

Then in 1891 came the big flood down the Gila! Early day
Phoenicians told of the water getting up to Jefferson Street at the
vicinity of the intersection of Sth St. Buckeye old timers say it was
up almost to the present Buckeye town. When this flood reached the
area east of Liberty, where the Ralph Cooper ranch is, it broke the
canal and followed the Alkali Swail down, clear across the valley
getting almost into Buckeye, flooding all the country around. What is
now Liberty and ranches south and west of there were virtually an
island as the river was flowing on both sides of them.
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Damage such as these floods wrought was devastating, and the canal
system was damaged almost beyond repair. With those conditions
facing the new settlers and with the probability of being unable to
get water for crops, many of the settlers left, never to return.

Some time later a small flume was built across the Hassayampa at a
cost of $1,300.00.

Still quoting from Mr. Parkmans history: In 1899 the people on the
lower end of the canal, in what is now known as Arlington, got
together and organized a new canal company and named it the
Arlington Canal, with its head south of the town of Buckeye, on the
north side of the Gila River. The canal was built by farmers and
homesteaders of that region during the winter of 1899 and spring
and early summer of 1900. When it was completed it covered and
irrigated all land west of the Hassayampa that was formerly irrigated
- by the Buckeye Canal Company, except what is now known as the
Tovrea Ranch. (Buckeye Ranch)

Though the Arlington canal was completed in 1900 it does not state
whether the 'above ground flume' in the Hassayampa was used as a
part of the Arlington Canal system. The following is again from Mr.
Parkman's book:

In 1902 the owner of the land now known as the Tovrea ranch
contracted with other interests to construct an overhead flume across
the Hassayampa to get a better water supply to his ranch. This was
done at a cost of $1,500.00. The flume was made out of 2X12 lumber
and was 3 feet wide and 2 feet deep and carried across the river on
9 piers made out of 6X6 timbers. (it does not state where on the
Hassayampa it was built). Flood waters took their toll of this flume
also.

An interesting note, that has nothing to do with water delivery is:
That in 1902 the Wessex Co. of Denver constructed a telephone line
through the Buckeye valley stringing 40 miles of line and installing
75 telephones. In May of 1903 the Buckeye Canal Company
purchased the telephone line for $1,200.00 and took over its
operations. In 1904 the line was extended through the Arlington
country and on south to Gila Bend.
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In August of 1940 the biggest flood since '91, The Gila, Salt and
Agua Fria all came down at once and the three combined to make a
big river, that did not last just a few days but continued to fluctuate
up and down until the middle of September. Much damage was done
to Buckeye's dam during the floods and three times their canal was
completely obliterated.

Buckeye was not the only Canal Company to suffer during the floods
of the early 1900's. Many farmers along the rivers lost their
complete farms to the mighty rivers. In 1905 Salt River canals
suffered much damage, railroad bridges were washed out and the
damage extended from Safford to Yuma.

It was this flood, from the Gila joining with the Colorado flood, that
broke over into the Imperial Valley with such devastating results,
and in which the best engineers of the nation and all the resources of
the Southern Pacific were called upon before it was stopped.

* % %

I will now leave Mr. Parkman's book and use the handwritten
records/minutes for the Arlington Canal Company beginning on July
21, 1899.

On July 21 of 1899 a mass meeting of land owners was held at Mose
Clanton's home to consider the advisability of forming an
organization to construct a canal to cover the country now known as
Arlington. After some informal discussions it was decided to secure
an engineer to make a preliminary survey.

Mr. P.P. Parker was secured and made the proposed survey.

Another meeting was held on July 27, at Mr. Clanton's where the
engineer reported that the preliminary survey showed a fall of 14.7
feet for five miles of the proposed canal from the bottom of the river
to the bottom of the old Buckeye Canal near Mr. Teeter's place and
that the proposed canal was a very feasible proposition.

A committee of five was then elected to draw up a form of
constitution and by-laws. The number of said committee consisted of
J.B. Montgomery, W.H. Taylor, John M. Mullen, M.E. Clanton and
Walter W. Cocke.
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The committee called a meeting of people at P.B. school house on
August 15, 1899. (This school was called the Powers Butte school) at
which they reported that they had met in Phoenix at the office of
Judge Doolittle. Had employed him as their attorney and had him
draw up a form for Articles of Incorporation and By-Laws. What
they had paid out for Attorney fees, etc., was $29.50 and they had
paid the engineer $25.00. The Articles and By-Laws were read and
discussed and amended and were finally agreed upon. The finalized
Articles were then recorded at the County Recorders Office at 9:25
a.m. on the nineteenth day of December 1899. They were first
published on January 22, 1900.

Twenty four and a quarter shares were issued which took in 3,880
acres.

On August 15, 1899 the first meeting of the Stockholders was held at
the P.B. School and officers were elected. The following day on
August 16, the newly elected Board met at Mose Clanton's where
officers were elected. Moses Clanton, President. Mr. Mullen, Vice
President and managing director. W.W. Cocke was appointed
Secretary at a salary of ten ($10) dollars per month.

Now the real work on building the canal was ready to begin. Their
first need was for operating funds and an assessment of $50.00 per
share was levied on the stock of the company. It was so ordered that
the engineer make specifications for bids on the excavation of dirt
and placing of headgates in the proposed canal. It was ordered too,
that lumber be purchased as soon as the money was collected.

The board met at P.B. School house on October 7th to receive bids for
the construction on the canal. The following bids were received and
the contract awarded to M.E. Clanton: Henry L. George. Earth at .11
cents per cubic yard and loose rock at .35 cents per cubic yard. .90
cents per cubic yard for solid rock and mesquite stumps at .25 cents
each. Walter Cocke: Seven and three quarter cents per cubic yard
from Hassayampa to Buckeye Canal. H. McKeone: Earth at .16 cents
per cubic yard for the first mile with eleven and one half cents per
cubic yard for the balance. Loose rock at .25 cents per cubic yard,
Quick Sand at .25 cents per cubic yard and hardpan at .40 per cubic
yard. C.G.Deming: From the mesa N.E. Clanton thence west one and
one half miles at .09 cents per cubic yard. A.C. Wood & C.A. Gunn:
From station 550 to station 620, .30 cents per cubic yard. M.E.
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Clanton: From station "O" to Witters Wash , nine and three quarters
cents per cubic yard. Head Gate $4.50 and two sand gates at $2.75
each.

On October 25th wages were decided on. $1.00 per day for man and
$1.00 per day for team with .50 cents for board of team or man.

Running short of money the board accepted Mr. Strickland's offer of
a loan of $1,600.00 with a promissory note being signed by the board.
Payments to be made on or before two years hence. In January
0f1900, after paying building costs the Canal Company was again in
need of funds and borrowed $4,000.00 on the canal. In February
0f1900 accounts were checked and funds paid on account to M.E.
Clanton and the engineer. W.W. Cocke, as secretary was to send word
to Mr. Mullen instructing him to "make some arrangements for
borrowing $2,400.00 more to complete the canal".

On February 21, 1900 the board met at their attorney's office. A
resolution was made to pay E.W. Thayer $140.00 on a/c M.E. Clanton.
