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TRODUCTION

This report upon regional service centers for Maricopa County contains

recommendations for the general location of oposed service centers and their

suggested operational boundaries or areas of service. This report has been under­

taken pursuant to memorandum dated May 23, 1969 to the Director of Planning

and Zoning from the County Manager, wh ich stales in part as follows:

"A study recently completed by the Vehiculm Policy Planning
Committee recommended immediate establishment of three all-purpose
service centers strategica lIy located in the west, north and east
portions of the County. These service ceni"ers would be used primari Iy
by the Highway and Parks and Recreation Departments for storage of
their vehicles, equipment and supplies. In addition, the Mechanical
Equipment Depar1"ment would have facilities for their preventive
maintenance program and routine servicing of other County vehicles
deployed in these service areas.

IIlnitially it is anticipated that we would acquire sites con­
taining 10 to 15 acres, provide necessary utilities and equip them with
gas pumps, lifi- rack, wash stall, parts storage, restroom, office, hard­
stand for heavy equipment, parking area for coun1y cars and light trucks
parking area for personal cars, road mal"erials storage bins and a site

"for a house !Tailer. For security reasons, there would also be fencing,
outside Iighting and a part-time resident watchman."

As also suggest"ed in the aforementioned memorandum, this report does no"r

contain recommendations for specific service center sites nor is it concerned with

service center layout plans or priorities.

In preparing this sludy helpful informal ion was obtained frO'll the following

County departments and offices: Highway De .Jrtment, Mechanical Equipment,

Deparhnent, Parks and Recreation Department, Health Department, Flood Control

District and the She!"iff's Office.
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This rep'Jrt is based upon certain determinations or premises as follows:

1) That three outlying service centers are needed and warranted on a cost-benefit

basis. 2) That major maintenClr.ce wi II continue to be provided by i·he Mechani-

cal Equi pment Department located at West Durango Street. 3) That the county

service station located aJ" the southwest- corner of South First Avenue and West

Jackson will be retained and continue to provide preventative maintenance and

service as at present. 4) That incorporated cities and towns will continue to expand

their corporate limits by the gradual annexation of adjoining fringe areas now lo­

cated in the unincorporated area. 5) That major population growth and subdivision

develop-n<:rtwill continue in the unincorporated area. 6) That a considerable

amount of present and future develo ment will require tho1" county services continue

to be provided over a widespread geographical area. 7) That the major adop1"ed

street and highway sys em will conf"inue to be gradually implemented as conditions

and finances warrant and that in all probability this will require thaj- county highwclY

improvement programs increase ra her than decrease in the future.

Certain conditions that make it rticularly difficult to design a system of

service centers are: The large amount of land lying within the unincorporated area

that requires county services; irregular patterns of annexation that hClve left

scattered pockets of unincorporCiled Ian, streets, and highways within the county

jurisdiction and; uncertainty regarding the exact location and extent of future

subdividing that will result in creation of new streets that will be brought int-o the

county system for maintenance.

The following sections of this report discuss princi pies for the size and location

of service centers, existing conditions and facilities, growth trends cmd improvement­

programs, and proposed service faci lii-ies.

2-
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CHAPTER I

PRINCIPLES FOR THE SIZE AND LOCATION OF SERVICE CENTERS

Thel"e are no universal principles or standards concerning the size and loca­

tion of service centers. However, the following are suggested for application to

the needs of Maricopa County:

Size of Sites

In the memorandum dated May 23, 1969, the County Manager states that:

"Initially it is anticipated that we would acquire sites containing
10 to 15 acres, provide necessary utilities and equip them with gas
pumps, lift ra::k, wash stall, p.::lrts storage, restroom, office, hard-stand
for heavy equipment, parking area for county cars an light trucks,
parking area for personal cars, road materials storage bins and a site
for a house trai IeI'. For securiiy reasons, there would also be fencing,
outside lighting and a part-time resideni" wa chman."

Site Location Principles

The following princi pies are suggested for the lacolion of Maricopa Couniy

Service Centers: 1) Service centers should be cenlTolly localed wi th respect

to their present and probable future area of service. 2) Service ceni"ers should be

conveniently localed in relation to the present and probable future major street and

highway system. 3) Service cenlcrs should be directly accessible from a local or

feeder street rather than from a major arterial street or highway in order to reduce or

eliminate conflicts with through troffic movements. 4) Service ceni"ers should be

located in a light industrial zone or in on outlying Rural zone beyond present or

polential urban development. 5) Service centers should not be located within

or adjacent to existing or probable fuiure residenl ial dev 10, ment.

-3-
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CHAPTER II

EXISTING CONDiTIONS AND FACILITIES

This section contains a discussion on existing conditions and faci lities that

determine the need and influence the location of proposed service centers in

Maricopa County. Plate 1 shows the location of major streets and highways, exist­

ing service Qnd storqge facilities including the location of the Mechanical Equip­

ment Departmenl", Highway Dep:!rl"ment, Sheriff's Department, Parks Department

and County Health Department and County Complex.

The following is a discussion of the problems and needs of the Mechanical

Equipment Department, Highway Department, Parks Department, Health Department,

Flood Control District and Sheriffs Office.

Mechanical Equipment Department

The following is a discussion of the Mechanical Equi pment Department service

and 51-orage facilities:

Mechanical Equipment Center, 3325 West Durango

The existing automotive repair, service and storage facilities are shown on

Plate 1, IIExisting Service and Storage Faci Iities. II

The Mechanical Equipment Department, with faciliHesat 3325 West Durango,

is responsible for the maintenance and repair of all Couniy vehicles. Facilities are

provided there for the major overhaul of all County automol'ive equipment, and

other machines such as graders,cal-erpillars and shovels. The Mechcmical Equip­

ment Departmeni- also repairs inboard and outboard motors on Sheriff's Department

boats used in patrol work on nearby lakes.

-4-
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There are 67 persons employed by the Mechanical Equipment Department. All

personnel workatthe West Durango installation except for two employees located

at the service center at 111 West Jackson and one person who is located at the

County Parks Department yard at 4701 East Washington. Equi pmentmaintaihed by

the Mechanical Equipment Deparlment includes the following: 388 vehicles and

other equipment for the Highway De partment and 39 vehic les and tractors for the

Parks Department.

The West Jackson Service Station

This branch of the Mechanical Equipment Department is situated at 111 West

Jackson Street in Phoenix and is conveniehtly loealed in relation to the County

Administration Bui lding, sheriffls Office cmd Courts Buildings. The site occupies

one-fourth of an acre of land. Facilities include gasoline pumps, a building with

a grease rack, office and storage. Covered parking is provided for 16 county pool

cars· and two spaces are provided for employees assigned there. This center performs

preventative maintenance work and fueling on all automobiles assigned to the

Sheriffls Office, Health Department, Civil Defense, Hospital and the 9 official cars

oswell as other county vehicles. After July 1, 1969, the 7 vehicles now assigned

to the County Parks and Recreation Department will be serviced here. The presenl

limited service facility at the Parks Department yard, which includes a gas pump

and diesel fuel, will be discontinued atthat time. Approximately 145 vehicles

obtain periodic service at this center on Jackson Street. These services may include

one or all of the following items: gasoline, oil changes, replacement of oil and air

filters, lubricaJ-ion, washing and changing of tires.

County Highway Department

The County Highway Department and the Mechcmiccd Equipment Department

are located at 3325 West Durango as shown on Plate 1. There are several County

Highway Department storage yards sCClti"ered throughout the County. A brief dis­

cussion of those storage facilities visited during the preparation of this report is as

follows:
-5-
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Buckeye

This yard occupies one-fourth acre of land and is located on the north side of

6th Avenue, one eighth of a mile west of Pima Road in the Valencia District.

Fetcilities include storage tanks for gasoline and diesel fuel with tI sITlallstorage

building. This site is located in a residential area and all adjoining property is

used for residential purposes . This is an unattended unmarked facility.

Glendale

This site is located on the north side of Glendale Avenue approximately four­

tenths of a mi Ie west of 99th Avenue and is bordered by the Agua Fria River on the

west. The facility is used for the storage of diesel fuel, explosives, and road sur­

facing material. It is also used for storage of miscellaneous used material including

telephone poles, damaged steel posts and cement culverts. The facility has the

appearance of a dump ground and like the Buckeye faci lity is unidentified with any

sign'or other marker showing that is is a County Highway Department facility.

Considerable area is devoted, to dumping tree limbs and trunks. The site is located

on county owned land and contains approximately 10 acres.

Fletcher Pit

This grovel pit is located on state land approximately four-tenths of a mile

east of 83rd Avenue on the south side of Union Hi lis Drive. The pit is in the New

River basin a short distance to the south • Equi pmenl" is stored on privately owned

property beside the road.

Paradise Valley Park

A storage area is located to the southwest corner of 40th Street and Union

Hills Drive at the nori"hern end of the Parodise Valley Park. The yard is enclosed

with a chainlink fence and it is used for the storage of heavy equipment, graders

-6-
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and the vehicles of the personnel using county equipment. Facilities include a

small storage building and the site occupies 2 acres of park land. The surrounding

aredis open land and there are no near residences so there is no adverse affect on

adjoining property values. However, if this facility is retained it should eventually

be Ii mi ted to County Park equi pment needs.

Val Vista Road and Ray Road Yard

This is a one and one half acre site located on the south side of Ray Road just

east of Vdl Vista Road. The site adjoins the cdnal on the east and on the west is a

sanitary landfi II operated jointly with Chandler, Gilbert and Maricopa Couniy.

The compoundserves as a supply depot for fuel and the storage of vehicular equip­

ment. This county owned site is enc Lased by a protective fence. The aforementioned

site is located in an oullying rural area.

In addition to the aforementioned storage yards, the Counly Highway

Department reports storage faci lities at the following ouHying locations in the

County:

Gila Bend

This is a one and one-half acre privately leased area enclosed with wire fence.

Gasoline and diesel fuel and a storage building area located here.

Agua Caliente

This is a one acre site (Blademan's Yard) enclosed with a fence. Gasoline

and diesel fuel and a storage building are located here.

Harquahala

This half acre site is used for gasoline and diesel storage.

This area (Blademan's Yard) consists of one fourth acre enclosed with a chain­

link fence. Gasoline and diesel fuel are stored here.

-7-
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Wickenburg

This privately owned properly contains one acre and His enclosed with a chain

link fence. Gasoline and diesel fuel are stored here.

Grading Districts

There is approximately 5/000 miles of streets and highways in the County

system. This mileage is gradually increased when new roads are built and accepted

into the County system.

The County Highway Department", which is responsible for grading all roads

in the rural areas of the County, has divided the County into 31 grading dist-ricts.

One man is assigned to eachdistric1' and it ishis responsibility to grade the roads

in that district. Also, eoch man in these districts has a pickup truck in which he

drives from home to work each day. He is responsible for the maintenance of the

grader and the pickup truck assigned to him. A portable lubrication truck from the

Mechanical Equipment Department periodically goes out to each district and services

the grader and pickup truck. This operalionhas been in effect for several years and

probably wi II not be changed even when the service centers are esj"ablished since

it has proven to be the most prodical way of rnaintaining the roads in the rural
when

sections of the County. "However/it is expected tha'vthe proposed service centers

are established, savings in employee travel time for fuel and oj"her supplies will

be realized.

County Parks and Recreation Depar.tment

This section contains a discussion of county parks and recreation facilities and

needs. The Parks and Recreation Department is responsible for maintenance and

operaJ-ion of a regional park system consisting of more than 94/000 acres of l.and,

and the administration of 28 community recreation programs.

-8-
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Acomprehensive master plCln for development of the system has been

completed. Detai led plans have beenpreparedfor eight of the nine regional

parks. Certain facilities are to be developed along the irrigation canals l and

the 140-mi Ie Sun Circ Ie Hiking and Riding Trai I System.

A brief description of the county parks and their location is as follows:

Lake Pleasant Regional Park

This park is located 10 miles west ofBlack Canyon Highway on Carefree

Highway about 30 miles north of Phoenix. This 14/ 367 acre park is partially

developed with two lakes, sandy beach, picnic and camping areas, hiking and

riding trails. Construction will soon be starting on concrete boat launching ramps

and development of picnic areas on the upper lake.

Estrella Mou_ntain Regi~nal and Casey Abbott Semi~Regional Parks

This park is located 3 miles south of Goodyear. This 18,592 acre park

contains an l8-hole golf course l driving range, putting green, pro shop, amphi­

theater, picnic and camping areas l and hiking and riding trai Is.

Mc Dowell Mountai_n Regiona.liar~

This 20,'941 acre undeveloped park is located norl'heast of Scottsdale and it

adioins the Tonj'o National Forest and Fod McDoV{ell Indian Reservation.

White Tank Mounl'ain Regional Park

This 26,340 acre undeveloped park is located in the west central park of the

County.

Usery Mountclin Semi -Regional Park

This 3,324 acre undeveloped park is located pmk is localed in the eastern

pari' of the County adjoining the Tonto National Forest.

-9-
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Cave Creek Semi-Regional Park

This 2,592 acre undevelopedparkis-Iocated in the northern part of the

county in the Desert Foothills Area.

Buckeye Hills Semi-Regional Park

This 3,627 acre undeveloped park is located 5 mi les south of Buckeye west

of U.S. f-Iighway 80.

Black Canyon Shooting Range and Recreation Area

This is located west of Black Canyon Highway on Carefree Highway. The

1,541 acres here ore partially developed wiih rifle, .trap, skeel', and archery

ranges.

AAotorcycLe Raceway

This is located 5 miles southwesl' ofWhHe Tank AAountain park. The 140 acres

here are pending development.

Thunderbird Seroi -Regioncll Par~

Local'ed 9 miles north of Glendale, this 720 acre park is pat-nally developed

with picnic areas and an amphii·heater.

Paradise Valley Community Park

This park is locoted at 40th Sheet at Union Hills Drive. It contains 340 acres,

which are F.Qrtially developed.

Neighborhood Parks

The following neighborhood parks are not shown on Plale 1:·

Donnie Hale. Locaj'ed on Highway 80 near Cashion, 6 acres, developed.

Oasis. Located 5 miles south of Highway 70~80 .in Apache Junction, 10 aCr9j

developed, Community Center Building.

Arli.ngton. Located 4 mi les south of Liberly west of Jack Rabbit Road; 6 acres j

undeveloped.
-10-
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Desert Foothi lis Scenic Drive

There are two entrance area pClrks of five acres each, with ramadas, tables,

rest rooms, and entrance signs to the scenic drive. One pork is located on Cave

Creek Road and the other is located on Scottsda Ie Road.

County Parks Department Equi pment

Certain equipment needed to maintain park areas should continue tOo be stored

at the various parks as at present. The following is a discussion of parks department

equipment.

The Maricopa County Parks and Recreation Departmen-r currently operates

43 pickups Clnd trucks which require regular main-renance and service. Most of the

main-renance work for Parks Department vehicles is now done at 4701 East Washington

where oneman from the Mechanica I Equi pment Department is permanently sf'ationed.

This man at 4701 East Washington usually takes care of 6 to 9 vehicles a day. This

department has gasoline facilities at Casey Abbott Semi-Regional Park, Lake Pleasant

Regional Park and at 4701 East Washington. Along with j-he Parks and Recreation

Department vehicles, 6 Vector ConlTol vehicles and some of the Civil Defense

vehicles are serviced at this location.

The County Highway Department and the County Parks Department presently

use a compound on Parks DepartmenJ' property located at 40th Street and Union Hills

Drive. Both departments use the yard for overnight storage of vehicles and other

equipment. The Shooting Range, another facility belonging to the County Parks

Department,is used by both the Parks and Highway Departments for overnight storage

of vehicles or other materials.

Parks Deportment vehie les now stationed at the Casey Abbott Semi -Regional

Park or the Lake Pleasant Regional Park must be taken to the Durango or Jackson

service centers for preventative maintenance service. Because of the disf'ance

-11-
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involved, personnel wHh cars sta'ti-oned at l.ake Pleasant Regional Park, must now

spend approximately onehalfday's time driving to and from existing service

centers in order to obtain preventative maintenance work on their cars. Many

other similar examples of lost time due to travel distance to service centers could

be cited for vehicles of other County departmeni's.

Current projects of the Parks and Recreation Department call for minimum

development of facilities in the Usery Mountain Semi Regional Park and the

White Tank Mountain Regional Park. With the addil-ion of these facilities in the

near future, increased deployment of men and vehicles will be necessary.

County Hea l.th De partment

The County of Phoenix and County Health Departments merged in 1957. All

pvblic health facilities in Maricopa County and its cities and towns are now

carried out by the County Health Department. The Countf Health Department

main office is at 1825 E. Roosevelt. Other facilities are as follows: Avondale

Clinic at 23 South Central , Avondale; Chandler Clinic at 200 West Chicago,

Chandler; Child Evaluanon Center, 2214 North Central; First Avenue Health Center,

715 South First Avenue; Glendale District Office, 7115 North 57 Drive, Glendale;

Mental Health, 2214 North Central; tl'\esa District Office, 112 West First Sl-reet,

Mesa, South Phoenix District Office, 4732 South Central; Veterinary Center,

2204 Soul·h 26 Street. However, by the Fall of 1969 a new Veterinary Centerwill

be located at 35 Avenue and Durango.

The County Heal1h Department has 13 mobile trailers assigned to permanent

or temporary locations depending upon their purpose. Clinics are used for a variety

of purposes such as air pollution lab, mobile Xray, migraJ-ory fami ly health, mobile

dental clinics, etc. In addition the County Health Department has 33 vehicles

which are assigned to the office 01" East RoosevelL A few vehicles operate out of

or are stored for convenience at the Parks Department facilities at 470i E. Washing""

ton. All rabies control trucks are parked at the Veterinary Center at night after

the lasl' shift.

-12-
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Flood Control District

The Flood.ConlTol District Office is located at the County Highway

Departrnent bui Iding at 3325 West Durango. The Flood COhtrol Dis!·rict has three

vehicles: 2 sedans and 1 jeep sI-ation wagon. The vehicles are kept in the com­

pound of the County Highway Department at 3325 West Durango. Field trips originate

from that point. The Flood Control Chief Engineer and General Manager advises that

II no additional sites are now required or will be in the foreseeable future ll
• He further

advises .that lias Flood Control projects are completed in the future it is possible thot

the District will obtain maintenance equipment and that this equipment should be kept

at the headquarters of the Flood Control District because of the county-wide scope of

the Flood Control projects and the usual lengthy interval between mdintElnanCe for

each separate ptoject. II The Flood Control Chief Engineer also further advises that

lithe only anticip.ated future need for additional storage space of this departmenl'

would be at the County Highway Department yard on West Durango for maintenance

which might be obtained in fui'ure years. II

The location of Flood Control ptoiects are shown on Plate 6.

Offic~ of the Maric~pa County Sheriff

The Maricopa County SherifPs central office is at 102 West Madison. Ninty­

eight vehic les are assigned to the Sheriffls office. Fifi-y-four of these cars and

trucks operate from the downtown central office, 24 cars operate out of the Mesa

Sheriff's Office, 112 West First Street in Mesa. Twelve cars operate out of the

Glendale Sheriff's Office at 7115 Norl"h 57th Drive. There are three cars stationed

in Buckeye" two cars stationed in Gila Bend, and three cars stationed in Wickenburg.

Some of the Sheriff's cars assigned j'o outlying areas of the County use credit cards

for gasoline purchases or for lubrication. However, all 98 vehicles must come

into the Jackson Station for periodic inspection and servicing. The Sheriff's office

in letter dated June 10, 1969 advise that they "probably could use any avcli lable

vehicle service centers inconiuncHon wHh the County Highway De~),,'1rtrnent".

-13-
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CHAPTER Jll

GROWTH TRENDS AND IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMS

This section discusses those factors that wi II determine or affect the extent

ofgovernmental service that wi II be needed to meet future as well as present

population requirements and needs in the unincorporated areas of Maricopa County.

The factors that will be discussed in this section also ,influence and help determine

the --extent of need and a logical location for proposed sei'vice cente'rs. The

following is a discussion of population trends, population by unit areas, and the

general location of subdivisions recorded and building permits issued for certain

years[ and highway and flood conlTol projects.

Population

Population growth indirec'i-ly influences the location of service centers.

The main effect of population increase is subdivision development and the creation

of new streets that must even1'ually be maintained by 1'he county [ and other services

that residences of new subdivisions as well as outlying rural areas require the county

to provide[ such as heaIth[ police, fire protection and l'he like.

As of April 1969 it is estimated I-hat the total population of Maricopa

County amounted to 977,658 persons of which 155,166 or 15.9 percent resided

in the unincorpora1'ed area. For this same period[ of 9,226 square miles in the

County 8[820.54 or 95.6 percen1' were located in unincorporated area. 11' is the

large land area with scattered populotion that creates problems of providing an

economical and sotisfactory level of county services. In these respects, the

-14-
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county problems are much more difficult to solve than the city and town problems

where population densities are genera Ily high and more concentrated.

Old as well as new communities will continue to require certain County

services until such time as they incorForate and a number of unincorporated

communities are scattered throughout the county. It is not possible to determine

when these will incorporate and thus eliminate the need for county highway

maintenance, etc. (e.g. Litchfield Park, and Sun City).

The magnitude of projected future population growth is 01 e indicator that

the demand for county services will increase. For example, the population of

Maricopa County is expected to increase to 1,226,000 persons in 1970 and 1,831,000

persons in 1980, and 2,229,000 in 1985.

Population Trends by Unit Areas

Plate 2 shows presenj' and esfimated future population by unit areas for

unincorporated areas in Central Maricopa County around the metro alii-an complex

of cities and towns. The unit areas shown em race the majoriiy of County Highway

improvemenl- projects scheduled for the next five years. For convenience the

areas are designaj'ed as follows: Area 1, southeastern portion of Maricopa County;

Area 2, northern rrion of the cenhal area of Maricopa County; and Area 3,

western portion of the cenlTal area of Marico .I County. These are discussed as

follows:

Area

It is estimated that the population i'n Area 1 will increase from a present

population of 48,458 persons to 327,710 by 1990. Area 1 embraces 380 squ re

miles.

-15-
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Area 2

Area 2 contains approximately 154 squa e miles and it is estimated that lhe

populat-ion will increase from op roximately 12,351 persons at present to 111,601

by 1990. The area extends geogmp:lically from Grand Avenue (U.S. 60,70, and

89) on the southwest to Carefree and Cave Creek on the northeast.

Area 3

Area 3 contains approximately 282 square miles an it is estimai-ed thol the

pre;ent population of 34,740 persons will increase to 362,962 by 1990.

Whether the aforementioned estimates are attained depends in a large part

upon migration, annexai"ion, an incorporation tJ"ends within these areas.

Subdivision Trends

Plate 3 shows the general local-ion 0 subdivisions recorded for the calendar

years 1959 through 1966. This plate sows the location of residential, commercial

and industrial subdivisions. Solid symbols in kate that" the subdivisions were

located in unincorporated areas when platted. 0 en symbols indicaI-e tho the

subdivisions were located in incor rated areas when platted. The plate reveals

the extent of subdivision activiJ-y eClst of Mesa lo t-he Pinal County line along

Apache Highway; the extent of su division activity north of Bell Road, which lies

in the unincorporaled area; scaHered develo ment in the Carefree-Cave Cree

area; the extent of subdividing activity in Sun City; and sub ivision activity in

the southern portion an western portion of the county. Most of the subdivision

activity is located within t-he aforementioned eographical unit areas for which

population trends were previously discussed by unit areas.

-16--
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Trends in Sui Iding Permits

Plate 4 shows the general location of building permiis issued for unincorporated

areas in Maricopa County for the c<1lendar years 1965 and 1966. As would be

expected, these trends folio" very closely the trends in recorded subdivisions pre­

viously discussed.

The aforementione trends are significant in that they show the extent of

new subdividing tha1' is ta -ing place which resulis in '~he crea ion of new streets that

are evenfua lIy taken info lhe county system for maintenance and in the demand for

other governmental services and foci lities that must be provided by Maricopa County.

Future Genera I Land Use Plan

The future general land use plan for Maricopa County is shown on Plate 5,

which was exlracted from ihe re ri upon future general land use which is Part III

of the Com rehensive Plan for Maricopa County prepared by the County Planning

and Zoning Detxirtment. The pi ail is located in j'he envelope in the back of this

re pori" .

The future general land use plan shows exis ing or potential urbanized areas,

agricultural areas, major public 0 ~3n spaces, Indian reservations, desert or

mounj'ainous areas, drclinage channels, major siTeels and highways, and rimary

hiking and riding trails.

Major development is expected within the central pori ion of Marico a

County. Desert and mounfainous areas and cedain agricultural oreas are not

expected to experience considerable sub ivision deve lopment. However, many

miles of county hi hways extend through these rural as well as ur an areas.

OUllying service cenlel" wi II reduce the time and distance factor in the mainten­

ance of county vehicular equipment. Obviously it is un0conomical and time

-17-
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consuming for county equi pment to have to move through 10 e urban areas to

places where it is employed and to require thai" county vehicles traverse into

the central pori-ion of the urban area for certain maintenance functions that could

be performed in outlying local ions by the provision of new service centers.

Highway and Flood Control Projects

Plate 6 shows highway construction projects pro rammed for i-he next five

years and the general local-ion of flood control projects. These projects have been

taken into consideration in determining the general local-ion fOl" suggested service

centers. Obviously the proposed service cenJ"ers should be located so as to be

as convenient as ssible to the majoriiy of county projects thor are now scheduled

or that may be sc hedu Ied in the future.
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CHAPTER IV

PROPOSED SYSHM OF SERVICE CENTERS

Plate 7 shows the general location of proposed service centers and suggested

operational boundaries. WH-h the excep ion of the existing center at West Durango,

the service center locaf-ions shown are general in nature. Circles with a radius of

10 milesand 15 miles each are shown around fhe center of each suggested general

location for purposes of scale and in order to illustrate the distance and land area

within convenient driving distance of the suggested general locations for service

centers. A radi us of 10 mi les embraces an area of 314 square mi Ies. A radi us of

15 miles embraces on area of 706 square miles. This again emp asizes the

magnif'ude of the areas involved and f-he difficulty of providing convenient service

to all outlying portions of the County. Proposed operational or service boundaries

are nor suggested to concur with supervisorial district boundaries but for purposes

of discussion the proposed new service ceni-ers are delineated as No.1 (South)

No. 2 (Nori-h and, No. 3 01'1 est).

In deJ-ermining f'he suggested general location of proposed centers, the

following were taken into consideration: the major sheet and highway system an

projects scheduled for t1e next five years; general location of county parks and

recreationcd areas; populaj-ion and su division trends, and the probability of future

annexation-and incor oration activities, in so far cs it may be feasible to consider

same.
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The location of proposed service cenl-ers are also shown on Plaj'e 8, which

is a suggested revised major street and highway system. Plate 8 illustrates the

relationsh i p of the proposed service center local ions j-o existing or proposed free­

ways, expressways, major arterial streets or high\-vays.

The general location of pro osed service centers should be considered as

optimum locations geograp ica! Iy. These are discussed as follows and the reasons

therefor:

Central

The following is a discussion of exisi'ing central facilif"ies that should be

retained:

Mechanical Equipment Deportment at West Durango Street

It is recommen ed that the present service facilities at the Mechanical

Equipment Department at West Durango continue to provide prevenlative mainten-

Dysart Road and south of Olive Avenue. All major mechanical equipment re airs

should continue to be made at the Maintenance De rtment shop at 3325 W. Durango.

I
I

once service for vehic les thaj- are operotin imarily within the aceas wesi' to

I
I
I
I

It is contemplated that j-he proposed new se>vice centers would "ovide facilities

at outlying locations of the county for p;-eventa1'ive maintenance (md fueling and

thai' equipment would inc!u e a wash rack, necessary sanitary faciliiies for personnel,

and a small office. The proposed facilities would provide for the stOI"O e of molor

vehicles that are not authorized for 24 hour use an thus considerable savings in

time should be effected in controst to the present situation wherein ern loyees must

leave j-heir vehicles at the center of West Duran a an drive back and forth to oreas

where they are vv'orking each day. It is also anticipied thot new outlying service

normal working hours in conl-rasi- to the present situation which requires that equip­

ment be taken to t e cenlral facility uring the day time.

I
I

cenjers wi II make it ssible to service much of the fi eld e ui pmenj- out side of j-he

I
I
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The West Jackson Service Center

The West Jackson Ser ice Staiion should be retained to provide preventative

maintenance service, fueling, and car pool facilities for vehicles operating out of

the County Administrative Building, Sheriff's Office, and Courts Building, the County

Parks and Recreation Depadment, Civil Defense, and Hospital.

-21-
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Proposed New Service Centers

The following is a discussion by geograp ical mea of the genercd location

and areas that could be serviced by proposed new outlying service centers:

East

The eastern portion of the unincorporated area of Maricopa County lies

generally south of the Salt River and easl" of Phoenix, Mesa, Tempe, and the Gila

River Indian Reservation. This is a relatively self-contained area. The geographic~1

center is approximately at Williams ~ield Road and Gilb~d Rood. A service center

in this general vicinity would be centrally 10cCll"ed.

The Vol Vista and Ray Road Highway Department Yard is fairly well located

geographically for a permanenl site but il is loo small (1 1/2 acres) and its proximity

to the sanitary landfi II does not make it a desirable location for a permanent

service center,

North

The northern por1"ion of the couniy is the most difficult area to serve", A number

of scheduled highway projects me located between Bell Road and Deer Valley Road

from Cave Creek Road lo 59th Avenue. However, cer1"ain of these areas will

undoubtedly ul1"imate!y be annexed by Phoenix. Therefore, it does not seem logical

to lo~ate a permanent service center in this onera! area. For this reason and

because of the growth po~ential of the Cave Creck-Carefree area and taking into

consideration the local"ion of the Cave Creek Semi -Regional POI k and the Lake Pleasant

Regional Park a location for a service center is suggested in the vicinily of Bleck

Canyon Highway and Carefree Highway. A study of the mojor street and highway

sysl"em reveals j"he logic of t"his location: Access to areas lying norHl and south

would be provided by Block Canyon High'lv'ay and access to areas lying east and

west would be ~(oviaed by the lew River Morristo....vn Road an Carefree Highway.
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Consideration \VCIS given to the presenl" fac! lity at Paradise Valley Park -but

a permanent service yard here would conflict with the proposed park uses. This

facility, if retained, should be for park development equipment only when a service

center is built- elsewhere.

The propOsed center could service areas wesl" to M_orristown and east to Carefree­

Cave Creek and south to Phoenix and Scottsdale.

The irregular incorporation boundaries will make this a difficult area to serve _

under any circumstances. Pockets of unincorporated land lie in the Paradise Valley

and Scottsdale areas for exomple. A portion of which moy ullimai"ely be developed

by the proposed Fountain City.

West

The wesl"ern pori ion of the county includes i-he majority of unincorporated land

within the County·s juriscJiciion. A large portion is deseri" and mountainous areas

but there are mcmy miles of roads traversing the area thai will require county main­

tenance. There appears to be no ideal location for a service cenl-er to serve this

vast land area. However, t-he most logical location for a cou~ervice center

appears to be in the general vicinity of proposed Interstate 10 and U.S. 80. This

would be conveniently located with respect to the hi hway p:ojecis scheduled in

the vicinity of Buckeye and other high vay projects in areas beiween Buckeye and

Dysart Road on the east. A service center here would also be ceniTally loco ed

with respect j-o l"he White Tank Mounj-clin Re ional Park, Buckeye Hi lis Semi­

Regional Park and Estrella Mountoin Regional Park. Perha s more important- is the

fact that a service cenler here would provid'-' direct access to Gi la Bend and

points south and Harquahala Valley on the west, and Rainbow Valley on the south.
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Conclusions

In conclusion this report has discussed pi"inc:iples for the size and location

of service centers, existing conditions and foci lilies, growth trends an improve­

ment programs that s ould be considered in detet"rnining the general location of

these new service cenlers and their logical areas of service, and a proposed system

of regional service centers designed to meej- present and probable future maior needs

of Maricopa Couniy.

Certain limited fueling facilities would probably need to be continued at

more outlying locations such as Gila Bend, Agua Calienle, Harguahala, Aguila,

and Wickenburg as al pre enr.
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