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Letter from the 
Chief Engineer and General Manager 

ood Control in Ule desert. 'Ib the mml observer our mission must appear to be relatidy easy. 
In fad, minimking the impacts of flooding on human safety and reducing the risks of tlood loss F 

~inplanywags,mevenmoredaunbirytaskbecall~emmhthe~ Therewasalimewhen 
the inevitable solution to identified flood risks was the construction of yet adher concrete lined 
channel. lbdq's flood control solutions incfude restoration and preservation of the natural and 
beneficial values served by floodplains. You might call it kinder and gentler f)ood control. 

As 1 write this, rain is falling throughout Maricopa Cow.  While l ~ e  an how that is anything but m 
-day occurreace here, it does happen and, when it does the d l s  can be awesollie. Consider the 
fstt that Arizona, a landlocked atate, has seen not one but two hurricanes impact 11s in the last tfiidy 
pears. Thepojnt,ofcoruse,isthatmsedm&~-inin-forflnoodinghour 
environment. 

We haw a nnmber of alternatives to achieve our mission. Regulation of hodplains to prevent 
encroachment, and elininate the wed for the conshetion of flood control shdmes,  is an 
o p p d i  option because it maintains our natural environment. ( l m d h t i o n  with an ege toward 
replacement of nahual vegetrtion and the a b i i  to ammodate r d o d  opporQnih is 
another d e n t  solution On occasion it may also be wmwy to construct a more traditional 
concrete type flood control strudm+but even these can be hmrporated into their surroundings - 
perhaps bg buying them underground, or making them more steep and namnv to allow for multi-ase 
trailsforhikers,bibers,joggersandequestrians. 

Ihe Aood Control District of Mcopa  County has remgnkd, and embraces, the need to apply a 
much sloffer approach to aecoeplishing our mission 
f o m d  to contirming to promote flood safety for 
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About the Flood Control District 

Mission 

To reduce flood risks for the people of Maricopa County by providing comprehensive flood and 
h t o r m w a t e r  management services. These activities are provided through regulatory activities, master 

knn ing .  regional coordination. technical assistance and implementation and maintenance of 
- 

and structural projects. O u r  clients include citizens. municipalities and other government age 

Vision 
We will be known and supported by our customers and employees as the agency of choice for 
accomplishing our mission. 

Values 

The Flood Control District values are: fiscal stability, efficient management. appropriate organization size. technical 
':-iency. I quality orientation, high ethics. visionary thinking. environmental responsibility. and aesthetic awareness 
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Ihe Flood Control District of Marimpa County administers eight programs as the centerpiece of its senices for the people of Maricopa 
County, Arizona These programs indude: 

Capital Improvement 
All anthipated spending on capital projects for the next 
five years is identified in the Flood Control District's 
Capital Improvement Program (CIP). Accommodation of 
future growth via the development of new facilities as well 
as existing infrastructure modifications and replacement 
are addressed by the CIP. Construction timing and h c e  
coordination for needed capital projects are addressed 
through the CIP on behalf of the Flood Control District 
and our client cities. For increased efficiency, two crucial 
elements make up the CIP; our Prioritization Procedures 
are an administrative process to identif) and prioritize 
future capital projects and funding of those projects is 
provided for in the fiscal plan. 

Budget and planning activities of the Flood Control 
District are linked by the CIF! Past policy direction is 
supported by the establishment of priorities between 
existing and competing projects while the merits of new 
proposals are also measured and evaluated. 

Environmental 

Drainage Administration 
B - 

'I'he Kegulatory Uivlsion for the Flood Control District or nlancopa wunq is 

responsible for administration of County Drainage Regulations. The 
purpose of these regulations is the reduction of existing and potential 
flooding caused by local stormwater. The Flood Control District coordinates 
closely with other county agencies to insure that new development does not 
increase runoff, divert flows or back water onto other properties. 

As the stormwater management agency for the County, the Flood Control District offers 
guidance and assistance to municipalities from throughout Maricopa County. The District 
negotiates Intergovernmental Agreements to assist cities with stormwater quality monitoring in 
compliance with federal regulations. The Flood Control District working in concert with the 
Maricopa Association of Governments' Stormwater Task Force drafted a model Stormwater 
Ordinance that resulted in our agency's present role in this vital environmental issue. 

The Environmental Branch oversees a compliance program consisting of stormwater quality 
monitoring and assistance with illicit discharge investigations for the cities of Glendale, Mesa, 
Phoenix, Scottsdale and Tempe. The District (with the assistance of the United States Geological I 
Survey) currently maintains and operates a network of 17 monitoring stations. These are but a 
few of the environmental functions the Flood Control District pursues in order to insure 
compliance with all applicable Federal, State and County environmental rules and regulations 

I 

As we attempt to move toward more non-structural approaches to flood control, floodplain manage- 
ment plays an increasingly important role in the successful accomplishment of our agency mission 
Identification of areas susceptible to 100-year flooding [as defined by the Federal Emergency Floodplain anagement Agency (FEMA)], as well as review of permit applications for use of the floodplain, and 

identification of floodplain violations are just a few of the vital roles this branch of the Hood Control Management District fulfi~s. menever and wherever possible, this bran& seeks flood insurance dismonts for the 
people of Maricopa County by actively participating in FEMA's Community Rating System. 



Working Together ... 
-- - Floodwarning and 

Data Collection 

Maintenance 

: One of the valuable tools available to the Flood Conhl District is the 
Automated Local Evaluation in Real lime (ALERT) system. In addition to 
providing data for floodplain studies, watefshed computer modeling and 
flood control structure designs, the ALERT system also provides informa- 
tion to the Marieopa County Departments of Emergency Management and 
Ransportation for flood event planning, evacuations and road closures. 
The system also provides information that may be useful to the National 
Weather Seniee for the issuance of flood watches and warnings. 

Countless basins, channels, culverts, levees, storm drains, washes 
and 22 dams are among the more than 70 flood control structures 
maintained by the District. Erosion control fence, gate and sign 
installation, landscaping, road maintenance and vegetation control 
are several of the tasks performed by the maintenance branch. 
hother key responsibilily is the monitoring of structures and 
provision of emergency services during flooding events. 

P rope r t y The Property Management Division actively participates in planning, design and 
construction projects on behalf of the Flood Control District by managing real M an ag em nt property interests and preparing joint use agreemenbsith our client cities and 
partnering agencies, among others. Leases, licenses for access and the sale of 
excess property at the conclusion of construction projects are also functions of 

Planning 

the Property Management Division. _ - a  . 
> .  .'" . ul. , t* " 
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The Planning and Project Management Division of the Flood 
Control District supports our agency mission of, ". . .reducing flood 
risks for the people of Marimpa County." By using planning tools 
such as: Area Drainage Master Studies and Plans; the 
Comprehensive Flood Control Program bport; and Watereowe 
Master Plans, the District identifies regional flooding problems 
and develops alternative solutions. Key components of this 
process include environmental assessment and public involvement. 

. . . Accomplishing O u r  Mission 



Outreach Programs 
Ihe Flood Control District has begun an Outreach Progmn in an effort to broaden our contact with the people of Maricopa County 
Currently we have widened our public exposure by participating in various Home Shows throughout the ye;u; increasing flood safety 
awareness through education in Valley schools and including availabiity of floodplain information at Open House presentations. The new 
outreach program not only helps us broaden our public audience but enables us to receive a clearer view of haw the public views us. 

lhis past year, we have provided floodplain information through the following events: 

Wey Home Improvement Shows and Garden Expos 
Education outreach presentations at Valley Schools 
April 22,1998, Valley Forward Earthfest Day 
Gateway Community College presentation 
Open House Presentations 

1610 people 
1890 students 
6,000 students 
64 students 
157 people 

Open House meetings were successful in reaching 
the communities and hearing their concerns. 

The Educational Outreach program helped to teach 
flood safety to Valley students. 

Mike Ellegood participates in one of the Flood Safety 
presentations to local Boy Scout leaders. 

lbo of the Flood Control District's eight programs are our most visible to the public. Ihey maintain our good relationship with walk-in 
requests for information, drainage complaints and performing inspections. 

Drainage Administration 
8803 Inspections conducted 
146,133 Inspector's miles driven 
3640 Drainage clearances issued 
461 Total plan reviews completed 
246 Drainage complaints investigated 

Floodplain Management 
Floodplain delineation studies were begun 
Floodplain delineation studies were completed 
Floodplain use permits/el-ws were reviewed 

1916 Phone requests for general information were handled 
522 Walk-in customers were assisted 
7522 Flood hazard information requests were handled 
228 Flood hazard information notices were recorded 



FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT OF M A R I C O P A  COUNTY 
S t a t e m e n t  of Revenues.  Expendi tures .  and C h a n g e s  in Fund Balance 

VARIANCE 
FAVORABLE 

(UNFAVORABLE) 

~ 1 4 4 3 ~ 1 )  

BUDGET ACTUAL 

w FLOODCONTROL'IAX 

3 LOCAL PARTlClPATiON 
RENTAL INCOME 

& TOTALREVENUES 

p PERSONNEL SERVICES 

SUPPLIES AND SERVICES 
LI 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES s 3,259,348.00 

MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES AND SERVICES 1,761,862.00 
INTERNAL SERVICES 2,607,663.00 w 
EDUCATION AND TRAVEL 150,945.00 
OTHER SUPPLIES AND SERVICES 848,420.00 

TOTAL OPERATING JWENDlTURES 16,663,584.00 

3 PERSONNEL SERVICES 
REAL ESTATE 

CI ENGMEErnG 
9 CONSTRUCl'lON 
0 VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENT 

4 TOTALCAPITALOUTUY 
CI TOTALEXPENDITURES 
u 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) 
OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES 

FUND BALANCE JULY 1,1997 
FUND BALANCE JUNE 30,1998 

Budget and Actual for the  Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 1998 
P r e l i m i n a r y  a n d  U n a u d i t e d .  



1. Centennial Levee 14. New River Channelization 
2. Har uahala FRS & Floodway 15. Colter Channel 
3. sad%ieback FRS & Diversion 16. Indian School Rd Drain 
4. Bucke 8 FRS 1,2,3 17. Agua Fria Channelization 
5. sait-~!ia Clearing and Channel 18. Holly Acres L m e  L Bank Stabii. 
6. McMicken Dam & Outlet Channei 19. New River Dam 
7. White Tanks FRS 3 20. Skunk Creek Channel & Levee 
8. White Tanks FRS 4 21. Adobe Dam 
9. Per i i ie Bank Slabliization 22. Skunk Creek Channelization 
10. El % a l e  Drain 23. Scaler Wash Channel 
11. Sun City West Drains 24. Cave Creek Dam 
12. Sun Ci Drain I 25. Cave Buttes Dam 
13. Dysarl rain 26. Upper East Fork Cave Creek 

27. Paradise Valley Detention Basin #4 40. Buckhorn-Mesa Flood Retarding Strcl 
28. Cave Creek Channelization 41. University Drlve Basin 
29. Arizona Canal Diversion Channel 42. Sofflman Channei & Basin 
30.101h Street Wash Basins 43. Gilbert Crossroads Park Basin 
31. Dream Draw Dam 44. Guadalupe Channel 
32. PVSP Eactus Road impnv~ments 45. Poweriine Floodway 
33. Old Cross Cut Canal 46. East Marlcopa Floodway 
34. Indian Bend Wash 47. Powerline Dam 
35.48lh Street Drain 48. Vineyard Dam 
36. Guadalupe FRS 49. Rilenhouse Dam 
37. Salt River Channel 50. Sunset and Sunn cove Dams 
38. Prlce Drain 51. Casandn Wash Jam & Outlet 
39. Alma Schooi Drain 


