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0 Yea. Title of Newspaper Article x KeyWord~

34 January 13, 1965 Gila River Flooded Before x Memory of Historian, Buckeye, West Gila Valley, Old Settlers Union, I.H. Parkman, 1893, Drought,
January 5,1905, Salt River, Big Flood, Christmas Day, 1894, 1903, Arizona Canal, Grand Canal,
Maricopa and Salt River Valley Canals, The Town Ditch, Phoenix, 10 o'clock New Years Eve, 1905, Rain,
Tubs Full, Powers Butte, Colorado River, Mexico, Hassayampa

35 January 13, 1965 Gila River Flow Stopped for Needed Repairs x Salt River, Buckeye Valley, West Gila Valley, Rainbow Valley, Gila River, Highway 80, Arlington,
Gillespie Dam, Dean Road, Arlington School, Gila Bend, Painted Rock Dam, U.S. Corps of Engineers,
Wellton-Mohawk, Yuma

2 April 21, 1965 How Dry We're Not' Salt River Creates Traffic Jam x Salt River, Central Avenue, Tempe Bridge, Washington Boulevard, 56th Street, Phoenix, Tempe,
at Bridge Southside, Big Bridges, Smaller Bridges, 24th, 16th and Seventh Streets, Bartlett Dam, Mesa, North

Country Club Drive, Hayden and Scottsdale Roads, 48th and 40th Streets Crossings, Runoff, Melted
Snow, Verde River, Horseshoe Dam, Granite Reef Dam

3 April 21, 1965 Tempe Bridge Traffic Snarl Develops as Flow x North Country Club Drive, Bartlett Dam, Hayden and Scottsdale Roads, Phoenix, Tempe, Mill Avenue
Continues Bridge, Runoff, Salt River Channel, Washington Street, ASU Campus, Mesa, 48th and 40th Streets,

Unregulated Water Flow, Spring 1941, Verde River Horseshoe Dam, Granite Reef Dam

4 April 21, 1965 River Runs Again x Salt River, Verde, Mill Avenue By-pass, Scottsdale Road, Hayden-McClintock Crossing, Mesa's Country
Club Drive

5 April 21, 1965 How to Get to Tempe Without a Motorboat x Scottsdale, Salt River, Mesa, Chandler, Tempe, South Phoenix, 40th Street, 7th Street and Central
Avenue Bridges, Country Club Drive-McDowell Road Crossing, Hayden Road, Scottsdale Road, Tempe
Bridge, Curry Road, Van Buren Road, Arizona State University, Salt River Project, Bartlett Dam, Verde
River, Hayden's Ferry

6 April 22, 1965 48th Street is There Somewhere x 48th Street, Salt River, Bartlett Reservoir, Verde River
7 April 22, 1965 Youngsters Frolic, Cars Crawl - Flood Tide on Salt x Tempe Bridge, Salt River, 56th Street, Van Buren, Washington, Phoenix, Tempe, South Central,

Ties Traffic Knot Seventh, 16th and 24th Streets

8 April 22, 1965 Salt River Flood x Seventh Avenue Crossing, Country Club Drive, Mesa, Hayden and Scottsdale Roads, 40th and 48th
Streets, Curry Road, Van Buren Road, Tempe, Salt River Project, Verde River, Bartlett Dam, Excessive
Runoff, 1941

9 April 22, 1965 More Roads Blocked by River x Salt River, Country Club Drive, Bartlett Reservoir, Central Avenue, Seventh, 16th, 24th Streets, Tempe
Bridge, 48th Street, Phoenix, New River, Arizona Canal, Central Avenue Bridge, Bell Road, 83rd Avenue,
Peoria and Olive Avenues, Mesa, Hayden and Scottsdale Roads, 40th Street, Salt River Valley Water
Users Association, City of Phoenix, Verde River, Bartlett and Horseshoe Dams, Run-off, Roosevelt Dam

10 April 22, 1965 Doesn't Happen Often x Tempe Bridge, Verde and Salt River Impoundments, Tempe, Hayden's Ferry

11 April 22, 1965 Get a Canoe x Bartlett Reservoir, Verde, Scottsdale Road, Scottsdale, Tempe, Country Club Drive, Mesa
12 April 23, 1965 Valley Flooding to Ease - Spillway Gates Closed at x Washouts, Seventh Street Bridge, Salt River, Bartlett Dam, Granite Reef Dam, Phoenix, Salt River

Dam After 82 Hours Project, Verde River, Horseshoe Dam, Seventh Avenue Dike, Central Avenue and Tempe Bridges, 16th
Street Crossing, Crossings at 19th, 35th, 51 st, and 59th Avenues, Grand Canal, 22nd Avenue, 35th
Avenue Crossing, 40th and 48th Streets, Scottsdale and Hayden Roads, Mesa's North County Club
Drive

13 April 23, 1965 Dams Halt Water Runoff; 5 Roads Continue Closed x Bartlett Dam, Salt River Channel, Phoenix, Tempe, Arizona Canal, Granite Reef, Sewer Treatment
Plants, Scottsdale, Mesa, County Club Drive, Hayden and Scottsdale Roads, 40th and 48th Streets,
Seventh Street, 35th Avenue, Mill Avenue Bridge, Verde River, Horseshoe Dam, Roosevelt, Lake
Roosevelt

14 April 23, 1965 Water Plentiful x Mill Avenue, Tempe Bridge
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15 April 24, 1965 River Crossing Opened; Salt Flow Cut Off x Mill Avenue By-pass, Scottsdale Hayden Crossings, Tempe Bridge, Scottsdale-Rural Road Crossing,

Hayden-McClintock Road Crossing, North County Club Drive Mesa, Tempe Crossing, Salt, Granite Reef,
November 1959

16 April 26, 1965 North Country Club Open Again x North Country Club Drive, Salt River
1 April 00, 1965 What a Day at Hayden's Ferry! x Phoenix, Tempe Bridge, Salt River

17 October 13, 1965 Ready in Two Weeks x Salt River, North Country Club Drive
18 December 23, 1965 Flood Brings Heavy Traffic to Bridge x Salt River, Tempe Bridge, Sun Devil Stadium
19 December 23,1965 Roosevelt Runoff Hits Record - Reservoir Overflow x Country Club Drive, Salt River, Mesa, Culvert Project, Roosevelt Lake, U.S. Geological Survey, Salt and

Possible - Water Flows over Country Club Drive Verde Watersheds, Salt River Project, Roosevelt Dam, Gila River, Safford, Sacaton and Chandler
Washes, Tucson, Phoenix, Agua Fria and New Rivers, Flooding, Broke a Dike, Estrella Mountain Park,
U.S. 80 , Goodyear, Santa Cruz Rim, Stanfield, Verde River, March 1938, Sahuaro Lake, Mormon Flat
Dam

21 December 24,1965 Project Reservoirs at Peak of Storage x Granite Reef Diversion Dam, Salt River, Salt River Project, Horseshoe Dam, Verde River, Bartlett Dam,
Roosevelt, Mesa-Scottsdale-Tempe-Phoenix, Roosevelt Lake, Tucsons Rillito Creek, Safford, Mammoth,
Kearney, Boil Well Water

22 December 24, 1965 Roosevelt Spill Possibility Dims x Roosevelt Dam, Salt River, Salt River Project, Stewart Mountain Dam, Saguaro Lake, Mesa, Granite
Reef Dam, Verde River Horseshoe Dam, Bartlett Dam, Phoenix, Central Avenue and Tempe Bridges,
Mesa's County Club Drive Crossing

23 December 24, 1965 Clear Skies Lessen Flood Threat Here - But Salt x Gila River, Salt River Project, Horseshoe Dam, Verde River, Bartlett Dam, Bartlett Lake, Roosevelt Lake,
Dams are Brimming Roosevelt Dam, Horse Mesa Dam, Mormon Flat Dam, Stewart Mountain Dam, Phoenix, 48th Street, 7th

Avenue, Pima County, Tucson, Flowing Wells, Well Water, Sewage, Mammoth, Kearney, Arizona, New
Mexico, San Francisco River, Clifton, Sacaton, San Tan Area, Kelvin, Pinal County, Papago Indian
Reservation, Chuichu, Santa Cruz River, Casa Grande

20 December 25, 1965 Salt River Runoff Sets Reservoir-Fill Record x Floodwaters, Gila River, Eastern Arizona, Salt River Project Reservoirs, Safford and Florence, Coolidge
Dam, San Carlos Lake, San Pedro River, Kelvin-Riverside Terrace, Kearney, Unprocessed Sewage, Boil
Drinking Water, 1926, Chandler, Casa Grande, Highway 87, Tucson, Salt River Bed Crossing, Phoenix,
Tempe, Scottsdale, Country Club Crossing, Mesa, 51 st Avenue Crossing, 91 st Avenue Crossing, Agua
Fria and New Rivers, Grand Avenue, Glendale Avenue, U.S. 80, Granite Reef, Marana, Maricopa, Rillito
Creek, Cortaro Road Bridge, Santa Cruz, Pima County, Bridge Damage, Green Reservoir, Eloy, Papago
Indian Reservation, Chuichu Village, Tonto Creek, Roosevelt Lake, Roosevelt Dam, Apache Lake, Horse
Mesa Dam, Mormon Flat Dam, Canyon Lake, Stewart Mountain Dam, Verde River, Horseshoe Lake,
Bartlett

24 December 27, 1965 Reservoirs Levels Still on Rise x Salt River Reservoirs, Roosevelt Dam, 1941, Granite Reef Dam, Phoenix, Central Avenue and Tempe
Bridges, Roosevelt Dam, Horse Mesa Dam, Apache Lake, Mormon Flat Dam, Canyon Lake, Stewart
Mountain Dam, Saguaro Lake, Horseshoe Dam, Verde River, Bartlett, Maricopa, Pinal, Pima

25 December 27, 1965 Runoff 15 Times Over the Average x Salt River Project, Salt and Verde Runoff, 1923, 1913, Stewart Mountain Dam, Granite Reef Diversion
Dam, Horseshoe Dam, Roosevelt, Apache, Canyon, Sahuaro, Verde, Bartlett, Sky Harbor, Flagstaff,

26 December 27,1965 Country Club Flow Easing; Road Open x Salt River, Country Club Drive, Salt River Project, Granite Reef Dam, Stewart Mountain Dam, Saguaro
Lake, Bartlett Dam, Verde River, Roosevelt Dam, Central Avenue and Tempe Bridge

27 December 28, 1965 Flood Over, Lakes Filled - SRP Officials Debate x Maricopa Freeway at 40th Street, Mill Avenue, Scottsdale and Hayden Roads, Tempe Area, Salt River,
Question of Weather More Water Should Be Salt-Verde River System, Roosevelt, Apache, Canyon and Saguaro Lakes, Horseshoe and Bartlett,
Released for Safety Roosevelt

28 December 28, 1965 Salt's Runoff is 15 Times Over Normal x Salt River Project, 1941, Phoenix
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29 December 28, 1965 Reef Flow Near Stop x Salt River System, Granite Reef Diversion Dam, Mesa, Salt River Project, Roosevelt Dam, Apache,

Canyon, Saguaro, Horseshoe Dam, Verde System, Bartlett Dam
30 December 28, 1965 Freeze Slows Runoff - Reservoirs in Salt River x U.S. Highway, Buckeye, Gila River, Phoenix-Yuma, Salt River Project Reservoirs, Salt River, Verde

Project Close to Brimful River, Roosevelt Lake, Coolidge Dam, San Carlos Lake, Globe, Safford, January 1, 1960, Late 1920's,
1928, 1942, Eastern Southern and Central Arizona, Graham, Pima and Pinal Counties, Governor
Goddard, President Johnson, Granite Reef Diversion Dam, Cashion, San Pedro, Santa Cruz, Agua Fria,
Hassayampa River, Winkleman, Gila Bend

31 December 29, 1965 No Estimate Yet of Spill at Roosevelt x Roosevelt Dam, Salt River Project, Roosevelt Lake, Verde System, Bartlett Dam, Salt River System

32 January 6, 1966 Mighty' Gila is Loose Again - Allenville Evacuated; x Gila River, South Phoenix, Roosevelt Dam, Salt River, Buckeye Valley, Jackrabbit Trail, Beloat Road,
Highway 80 Closed Allenville, Gillespie Dam, Arlington, Evacuated, Highway 80, Palo Verde, Gillespie Bridge

33 January 6, 1966 Flood Damage From Gila River x Allenville, Gila River, Buckeye Canal, Arlington, Gila Bend Painted Rock Dam, Citrus Valley
36 January 20, 1966 1905 Gila Flood Lasted Four Months x Buckeye Floods 1905, January 1, 1905, Salt Cedar 1916, 1891, Gila River, Railroad Bridge at Maricopa,

Washed Out, Railroad Bridge at Tempe, Phoenix, Palo Verde, Arlington Headgates, Gulf of California,
Powers Butte, Salt River, Agua Fria, Hassayampa

37 January 20, 1966 Highway 80 May be Opened Soon - New Culverts, x Highway 80, Buckeye, Gila River, Culvert, Gila Channel, Arizona Highway Department, Painted Rock
Repairs Expected to be Finished by Friday Dam, Dateland Road

38 January 27, 1966 Bridge Slated; Channel Cut in Rainbow Valley x Maricopa County, Rainbow Valley, Buckeye, Gila River, Jackrabbit Road, Dig River Channel, Salt River,
Request Bridge, Gillespie Dam

39 February 5, 1966 Painted Rock Dam Inundates Nearly 3,000 Taylor x Maricopa County, Salt and Gila Rivers, Painted Rock Dam, Gila Bend, Army Engineers, State Game and
and Narramore Acres Fish Department, Dam Competed 1959, Mohawk Valley, Dome Valley, South Gila

40 February 10, 1966 Editorial. .. Flood Control Needed x Maricopa County, Comprehensive Countywide Flood Control Program, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Soil Conservation Service, Construction of Dikes, Dams, Channels, Levees and Seepage Pits, Salt,
Verde, Gila Rivers, Major Floods 1926, 1930, 1933, 1936, 1941, 1946, 1959, 1963, 1965, 91 st Avenue,
Gillespie Dam, Arlington, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Harquahala Valley, Centennial Wash,
Buckeye Structures, White Tanks, Hassayampa, Washington, Retarding Structures, Diversion, Bender
and Sand Tank Structure, Gila Bend Area, Verde

43 February 17,1966 Highway 80 Covered Again x Highway 80, Gila River, Buckeye, Granite Reef
44 February 17,1966 Annual Maricopa County Road Improvement to be x Buckeye Valley Farm Bureau, Buckeye Farmers, Maricopa County Road Improvement Program

Topic of FB Meeting Monday Night

41 March 3, 1966 SRP Orders River Flow Shut-Down x Salt River, Granite Reef Dam, SRP, Tempe, Verde System, Salt-Tonto System, Stewart Mountain Dam

42 March 3, 1966 1981 'Big' Flood Near Gila Bend x 91 Flood, Gila Bend, 1889 or 1890, Gila River, Gila Bend, Citrus Valley, California, Arizona, Southern
Pacific Railroad, February 23, 1891, Buckeye Men
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FLOODING REPORTS
in the

HYDROLOGY LIBRARY Property of
flood Control District of Me lib

e' e rary1943 -Flood Report •.••..•.•••••.•..•...••..••.•...•..•.~.,.~... . -'0 - tlraJ:/i}3
Analysis of the Failure of Indian School Bridge .....•. ::.. . - a~ll(a~~
Assessment of Flood Damages Salt-Gila Aqueduct ~ Reach B; .. ~qu'~~~ j5·Dm9
Assessment of Flood Damages Salt-Gila Aqueduct - Reach B... 80.4-00-9-07/84
Arizona and WC New Mexico/November 1978-March 1979 Floods •• 80.6-00-9-03/79
Compilation of Flood Data Maricopa 1965 •••..•.•.•......•... 70.6-00-1-06/67
Compilation of Flood Data for Maricopa 9/65-9/70 ..••.•••••• 70.6-00-1-06/67
Compilation of Flood Data for Maricopa 9/65-9/70 ......•..• 70.6-00-1-12/72
Desert Floods/Southern Arizona Floods 9/62 ..•.••••••••••. 80.5-00-1-09/62
Eastern Maricopa County Flood July 1984........... •••• •. .80.9-00-9-07/84
Flood Aid and Damages ••••.•.•••.•..•..•••••••••••••.•...•.. 80.5-00-1- 00/00
Flood Conditions Along Salt River •.••.•.•..••••...••..• ~ ..• 36.0-00-9-12/59
Flood Conditions Along Salt River •.•......•• " ..•.•......• 36.0-00-1-12/59
Flood Conditions Along Salt River .•...•.••.•..............• 80.0-00-9-12/59
Flood Damage Report-December 1978 Flood .••..•.•...•• , •••.• 80.2-00-1-11/79
Flood Damage Report-December 1978 .•••••.•••.........••.•.• 80.2-00-9-11/79
Flood Damage Report February 1979 ..•..•.•...........••..... 80.2-00-9-02/79
Flood Damage Report SC Arizona & SW New Mexico •.•.•..••..•• 80.2-00-8-01/80
Flood Damage Report Glendale/Maryvale .•...•.•.•••.••••... 80.2-00-9-06/64
Fleod Damage Survey February 1980•....••....•............•. 80.2-00-9-02/80
Flood of June 22. 1972.......••.•••.••.•......•...........• 80.2-00-9-06/72
Flood August 1963 Prescott, Arizona •.•••..•.••.••.•...••• 80.6-00-1-08/63
Flooding in East Maricopa County ...•.••.•••..••••...•.•••• 32.9-00-9-08/88
Flooding in Eastern Maricopa County /1984 ......•..•.........• 80.9-00-9-07/84
Flooding Problems of 8/28/88........................ . ••• 80.9-00-9-09/88
Floods of December 1965 - January 1966 Salt-Gila ..•.•..••.• 80.0-00-9-12/65
Floods of October 1983 in Southeastern Arizona ....•.••••... 80.5-00-1-03/89
Harquahala Valley Flood 9/24-26/76 •..••••.••••.•••••...• 04.3-00-1-11/76
Harquahala Valley Flood September 1976 ..••••.••..••.••••.. 04.5-00-1-11/76
North Mountain Flood of August 1943.................. ..80.8-00-1-08/43
Phoenix Flood Damage Survey February 1980 ..••..••••...•.••• 80.2-00-9-02/80
Phoenix Flood Damage Survey February 1980 .••.....•••.••.•.. 80.2-00-9-04/81
.Report of Flooding Near 32nd Street

and the Arizona Canal..... .•••.. • •.••.•..• I •• •• •••• • .80.9-00-1-08/86
Report of Flooding Near

32nd Street and the ACDC ~ 80.9-00-9-08/86
Report on Flood of June 22, 1972 .••••.•....•••...••...•.•• 80.2-00-9-06/72
Report on the Arizona Floods December 16-20, 1978 .••.••..•• 80.7-00-9-05/79
Report of Flood Conditions at Phoenix Summer 1951 •••.••.•.. 80.5-00-9-00/51
Storms. Floods, and Debris Flows/Arizona

and Southern California•••.••...•..••...•.••.•••.•...•.•.• 80.0-00-0-00/00
Storms in the Phoenix Metro Area ....••.•••..•••• 4 •••••••••• 80.5-00-1-00/00
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SALT RIVER
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(NG-Getting out of Phoenix yester- 2.
Tempe bridge was quite a chore be
traffic the span was forced to carry.

Overflow water coming dawn the normally
Salt River bed decommissioned river .bed
ings, including the one below the bridge no

RePvllllc PIlatO by Lvdwll Kelton

reserved for TempM~Phoenix traffic. Result:
congestion and tw~way traffic that held up some
motorists an hour or more.



'Wliat a Day at

SLOW MOVING-Getting out of Phoenix yester- l
.day via the Tempe bridge was quite a chore be-
.cause of the traffic the span was forced to carry.

Overflow water coming down the normally dry.
Salt River bed decommissioned river .bed cross
ings, including the one below the bridge normally

;. ~ --'9.. R.,ablle ,..... by LudWI. . ..

. -reserved for Tempe-t()-Phoenix traffic. Result:
, congestion and tw()-way traffic that held up som.e
motorists an hour or more. . ,- ~.

. I • '. •.•.



April 20, 1965

At waste gate below
Granite Reef

At Granite Reef South
side into canal.

At Gilbert Road.

7/1



April 20, 1965

Indian Bend behind JDl s at
Salt River Water had been
2 1 deep.

Union ROOK Pit
East of Country Club Dr.
Pit raised 11 every 4
minutes.



April 20, 1965
Union Rock Pit East of
Country Club Dr.



April 20, 1965

At Stapley Drive.

At Tempe Bridge

April 21, 1965

East from 56th Street

127



April 22, 1965

West from 40th Street

NE at 40th Street

Downstream from
Freeway Bridge

i'1
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Ground-level cr
Salt River east of
nue were beinll
closed today as -
v:mced downstream. I

j

Traffic jams fohowed theI
closing of important crossings
east of Tempe bridge and the!
.;ituation worsened as the wa
ter headed toward Central Ave
nue.

I

Police reported at midmorn- i

ing that eastbound traffic on
Washington BoulevanJ was
backed up from the bridge to
56th Street. They advised motor
ists traveling between Phoenix
and Tempe and the Southside
to . take other routes.

OFFICERS said the situation
could be especially severe dur
ing the "rush hour" from 5 to
6. p.m. Then the big bridges at
Tempe and Central Avenue and
the smaller bridges at 24th

i
16th

and Seventh streets wil be
lOaded with vehicles.

The water, released as over
storage at Bartlett Dam, had
close<l Mesa's North Country
Club Drive, Hayden and Scotts
dale roads and the one-way
northbound roadway at Tempe

,bridge by 9 a.m. today.
Police said at 11 a.m. that

barricades had been placed at;
the 48th and 40th streets cross-l
ings.

MEANWHILE, the runoff from
nelted snow continued. Th!'

de River above JTo·..."''''i.·..,
"'as dischargin

r

Gazette Staff Photo

IS Tempe Bridge today .as overflow water from Bartlett Reservoir flooded
n the usually-dry Salt River. Average iraffle flow across the bridge and the

flG'¥~lOdlod lower road is 28,203 vehicles daily-and estimates are that more thil4'f

........-..o!W~ f'l·qes will use the bridge today.
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WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE - UttIe Leslie Zaremba, son of Rev. and Mrs. Theodore Zaremba, 642 N. Delmar, only
had two words to say about the deluge of mUddy water which is currently sweeping over N. Country Club Dr.: "It's cold!"
The water, released originally from Bartlett Dam due to overflow from recent rains, has forced closure of Country ClUb,
Hayden and Scottsdale Rds., as well as Phoenix crossings. The river is expected to flow for several days. (Tribfoto)

I

Cars beaded south for Tempe
were backed up past the Wash
ington Street rorve at 9 a.m.
Meanwhile, northbound traffic
trying to cross the bridge was
halted as far south as the
Grady Gammage Auditorium on
the ASU campus.

Tempe police said an patrol.
,men were directing ·traffic. Of·
ficers noted a few "fender
bender'.' accidents made the
situation worse, while police
were unable to clear them.

Closed were river crossings for work 45 to 50 minutes late
on Country Club Drive in Mesa, this morning.
Scottsdale and Hayden Roads Meanwhile, the runoff was
at Tempe, and 48th and 40th expected to continue over the
Streets in PhoeniX. unbridged crossings for a few

Tempe authorities were reo days.
luctant to say how long the The U.S. Weather Bureau
jant might last. One city spokes- said '''nominal amounts" of
man noted the Mill Avenue snowmelt water were still being
Bridge handled about 30,000 poured into the Salt River chan
cars a day. nel. Weathermen said it was

Employes in the city whf:) the first "unregulated" water to
live on the north side ql the flow through the channel since
river were reported turning up the spring of 1941 - 24 years

.----------------------------:- ago.
water in the channel was The Weather Bureau said it

coursing slowly downriver and was infonned by the Salt River
was -expected to be pasdStingighthe

t
~_ Project that the Verde River

Phoenix area today an on' . ~ above Horseshoe Dam was dis-
The· Weather Bureau said the Mt charging about 4,570 cubic feet

dumping of unregulated water ~ of water per second after peak-
would last two or three more ing at 6,800 cubic feet a second
days and pointed out that the C, Tuesday night.
inconvenience was minor when I About 5,000 cubic feet I
compared to the benefits ex- second was being dumped into
pected from the heavy snow- the Salt River at Granite Reef
melt this year. Dam this mornin~_

Salt River Project spokesmen
said high temperatures made it
"impossible to forecast the run
off from melting snow. The d~
gates are releasing the same
amoun t as is coming in.

-1EMPE (UPI)-It was only
·a "nominal amount" of water
that passed under the Mill
Avenue Bridge today, but it
snarled rush·hour traffic for a
:'mile eac~ way.

Commuters, including thou
sands of Arizona State Univer.
.sity students returning to class
aftp.r Easter vacation, were

bridge as
:Ked Wlbridged
e Sah River



RJ'VER'IWNS AGAIN - Usually dry Salt river, running with free flow water;
l.'t"de, snarled traffic in the east end of the Valley Wednesday, eliminat·
ossing roads as the water progressed westward. Top shows Mill ave

bY';'PIll~ flooded; center is Scottsdale road; while lower is Hayden-McClin
If. Mesa's Country Club driv.e flooded yesterday and downstream in I

:PJ'l.qe1rli~~Ulle trossings went out one-by-one. Flow could continue two or three days.
Katy Worth p~ _

~.~.c. -.L( )

19&c:£5

• I



-«You can't get there from on north-south routes that cross crossing to Tempe became 00·
here," goes the old saw. the Salt River. passable early this morning.

And in many cases you can't If you want to go to Mesa Since then aU north-south
get tA) other areas of the Valley Chandler, Tempe or to the south traffic has been eo~pressed in·

n Scottsdale without going a or east, you have the choice of to four slow-mov1D~ streams
"-t t f swimming rowing or driving across the Tempe brld!!1' N'e!'ll"-

) anee ou. o. your. '!"'ay over the ~ongested four • lane ly all intersections in •
bec~wllt of flooding conditions bridlle '1t Tempe. ~ere being controlled

,L....-...........-.....,- . --, _ .. -~ . flc patrolmen instead 0

As of noon today you could . .
still get to South Phoenix and Both lanes of traffIC
points beyond via most north- Rd., between Van Bu
Isouth streets west of 40th St., Scottsdale ~d. wer.e bUDlper-tO
:but creeping river water was bumper thIS mornmg as work
expected to close most of them ers! shoppers and Arizona Sta~e
toni~ht or tomorrow UmversIty students fought their

. way to t.heir rlestinations.
Tf that happens. Lhe 7th St, . .

and Central Ave bridges in . Mean~~.iIe, Salt River Pro
'Phoenix will be the only /ivai!- Jed offiCIals say that the reoIablp. routes. lease of surplus watrr from

BarUet.! Dam on the Verde
The headache started for River. the source of flooding

motorists around noon yester- south of here, may continue
day when waters closed the until Friday.
Country Club Dr.-McDowell Rd.
crossing between Scottsdale and ~pparently the father o~ the
Tempe. (See story page 5). senIor. senator from. ArIZona

. ' was rIght when he deCIded that
Hayden Rd., between Scotts- the present site of Tempe was

: dale and Tempe, was closed last a good place to found "Hayden's
night and the Scottsdale Rd. Ferry."



April 21, 1.965

Salt River East from
56th Street.

n'
~-j,or,

,~ k
,0' !',



April 21, 1965

West from Scottadale Rd.

At 56th St. Tile are
for 5-city outfall
sewer.

Looking north at
48th Street.



April 21, 1965

East from 24th Street

West from 24th Street 733

April 22, 1965

West from 16th Street



April 21, 1965

East from Hayden Rd.

Scottsdale Rd. Looking N.
Est. 4-5000 cfs.

731.---- -----

3"1

East from Country Club Dr.
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48TH SJREET IS THERE SOMEWHE E Iw
That's4Bth Street-somewhere below the water flowing down the Salt River today.
Rufus Musgrove (left) lind Win Hjalmarson of the Water Resources Division, U.s.
Geological Survey, went wading to measure the water flow and depth. The water
fi 2112 feet deep, ·spread out across 80 feet and was flowing 9112 feet per second.

Iter-. which closed this and other crossin'gs, is overflow from Bartlett Reservoi!' Of!

. River.
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TRAFF
pay littJ

NO TUBES-Students and y mngsters
to jammed traffic on T >e Bridge

RlPlIlIIiC PhGto bY Ho

as they splash in muddy Salt River. K.i
tubes, tubs and surfboards to ride the,

ltD AR~
"

OTORISTS and radwL Si'

boiled, kids frolicked, and tl e:
Salt River just kept roIlin,g~

along yesterday. I
The muddy torrent created!

the Valley's worst traffic bottle- ]
neck at the Tempe b rid g e, '
where vehicles were backed up j

for more than a mile on either
side of the span during morning
and evening rush hours.

By 5 p.m., eastbound traffic
was piled up from the bridge to
56th Street on both Van Buren
and Washington. Phoenix and
Tempe pollce urged drivers to
use crossings today at Soutlf
Centr~l, Seventh, 16th and Uth
streets to ease the 10 I

rope.
Ij bert D. Conkli

ltlnued on Page



(Continued from Page 1)

traffic engineering supervisor. muddy water. While t r a f fie
said the Seventh Avenue cross- crawled across the bridge, kids
ing probably would be closed used inner tubes, tubs and surf·
today. Crossings at Country boards to ride the river. One
Club Drive north of Mesa, Hay- group launched a motorboat at
den and Scottsdale roads. 40th Hayden Road and showed up
and 48th streets will remain minutes 1ate r at Scottsdale

: closed. Road.

Tempe police Lt. Bill Patter- TRAFFIO OFFICERS and
! son said the State Highway De- deputies were busy as the fun·
Ipartment is repbasing signals neling .of· traffic into bridge
.. at Curry Road and Van Buren crossings caused a rash of mi·
and at some Tempe intersec- nor accidents.
tlons to speed the traffic flow.. Deputy' J. D. McAfee received

"Other than that there's not an emergency call that a car
much we can do II • said Patter- was floating away at the Hay-
son ' den Road crossing. When he

. arrived, red lights flashing, he
OP~~RS OF. sand and was told that ;the car was an

gravel Pits m the nver bottom amphibian and had already
pinned their hopes on dikes crossed.
built to keep the river out of Miff d h 'd "Iquarries e, e Sal: even

: . . .. ruined the shine on my boots
I Salt River Project offiCials in the mud II

isaid runoff from the Verde River •
i watershed, which is causing the ."I'm expecting the Coast
: river to flow, is expected to de- Guard to be called In any min·
· crease soon. Because the Verde ute to rescue some of these
I runoff peaks quickly when high- kids" Patterson said
· country snows melt, SRP thinks' •
· Bartlett Dam gates may be HENRY SmPLEY,· SRP as
•closed by this weekend., How- sistant manager, said many
· ever, the Salt would continue to Valley newcomers have called
carry floodwaters for about 10 d iii to 1m by ~1._ ~more days, SRP said. eman ng ow w l.ua

The gates at Bartlett were water was not released from
a 'mOO Monday. The last time the dams earlier. He explained

y were opened due to exces- that the project is required by
noff was in 1941. law to permit the dams to fill

MlZ:A.-rWrLE, youngsters at if water is available before
advantage of the making flood releases.



Flood waters in th n
~hannel through
crossing today.

-dry Salt River cut iflis SO-foot
dway at Country Club Drive
been dosed since overflow

"2.

I
from Bartlett Reservoir starl:ed to flow down the Salt j",
bed, ilnd highway department officials said repairs can·
not be started until several days after water rej:edes.

, The runo(
! down to 3,680 cubic iet:~ per :lee-I
. ond from. a figure of 4,570 feet
:24 hours earlier, Shipley said.

The Salt River, above Roose-
:velt Dam with nighttime tem
peratures in the" highlands now
around 10 degrees above freez
ing, and daytime temperatures
melting the' deep snow cover, is
running at the rate of about
5,000 acre feet a day and is ex-Ipeeted to increase. .

. With no water being with
!drawn- from the four Salt River
:reservoirs, they have gained
'155,000 acre feet since April 1,
Iwhile the Verde side ha~

Ibroll. tl I. I in I neal
,300,

~

Flood waters divided the val-I
ley and created nev. traffic I
problems today. ~

East of the Central Avenue I
.bridge, the Salt River could be f
crossed only on culverts at Sev- 1
enth, 16th and 24th streets and j
the Tempe bridge. All riverbed !
crossingl; were closed b~i the i
n vaters.· I

AT 48th Street I
U> 'l1,,~~.J d ,It 1,500 cubic feet !

equal to about II
'Ound water nor-Ii

........1"'''" in the ValleY. ;
et, 310 feet wide and

_ deep on the road .
ving at the rate of
per second.
~est of Phoenix, r
New River were

released at the
Canal to p



nters in the normally-dry Salt River cut this 50-foot
chan" 1 thrdUgh asphalt roadway at Country Club Drive
:r -1'1J today. Road has been closed since overflow

,~.,-
11> ~g.g.

I
from Bartlett Reservoir started to flow down +he
bed, and highway department officials said re
not be started until several" days after water r

---,---'



IAPPEN OFTEN-This is a sight mep.
tl. the Valley seldom see, water coursing
pe bridge. Before the days of the

PItoIO IW Unclls AerIII SVI'l"tl

1"\ Verde and Salt River impoundments, men aJ
vehicles crossing Salt River at Tempe did so Gn
Hayden's ferry.



A CANOE-One of the Q:rossmgs made 1m- {) tween S ~tsdale and Tempe. First t ~
ble by the release of~~ water in Bartlett ~ . curred on Country Club Drive,north of

}tl!!l81'Voir on the Verde 18 • ttsd.a1o Road 1» sevemldM east at the Seottsdale Rosdcro.atJjg





April 22, 1965

Gravel Pit filling at
7th Avenue

East from 7th Avenue

Downstream from Tempe
Railroad Bridge.

-'-I'



April 22, 1965

At Central Ave. Structure

West from Central Ave.
Structure.



April 22, 1965

East of Scottsdale Rd. at
Scottsdale Sewer Ponds

East from 7th Street

..
West from 7th Street

75



April 22, 1965

Up~tream from Freeway
Bridge

24th Street culvert

East from Central Ave.
structure



April 22, 1965

At Tempe Bridge

At Tempe Railroad Bridge.

r
~ from Scottsdale Rd.



April 22, 1965

East of Hayden Road at
Scottsdale Sewer Ponds

East from 16th Street

At Tempe Bridge.
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April 22, 1965

SE corner of 7th Street
culvert.

East end of culvert at
7th Street

NE corner of 7th Street
culvert.

7S3



Fill was cut away by swift ,running water. View is from
thll south ban~ of th.. Salt River.

o EASEVALLEY FLOOD

r was used today to push rock and dirt fif
behind abutments of Seventh Street bridgf',

.. '.

1
J
)

Flooding of the SaIt R i V e r place 82 hours after they were Project was up to ! ,429,;01} acr~

r- reached the beginning of the opened for the first time in 24 feet this morning, an increase
Ib end today when the spillway years to reduce overstorage in of 93,636 in the past week. Most
1-'1 gates were closed at Bartlett the B~lett and Horseshoe Dam of this ~crease has been from
1- Darn. .reserVOIrs. From Bartlett t.he runoff mto the four storal!e
~ The overflow at Granite Reef:~ood waters flo~ sou~h to pour dams on the Salt River. .
If Dam was down to only 250 cubici mto !he Salt R;lVer,. lust above Storage is now within 6H,IH6

feet per second a few hoursjGramte Reef diverSIOn darn. acre feet of total capacity. That
:If later and was expected to stop I Water was approaching the is slightly more than the capac-

I
this afternoon. itop of the Seventh Avenue dike- ity of both the, Horseshoe and

~ WHILE THE water will con_iroadway late this morning ~ Bartlett r~~oir~, the newest
;.eltinue flooding the river bed as;was expE'.Cted to ~o Qver this o~ .~e prolect l:: !\lX stor~ f~·
~idt passes through Phoenix dur.: afternoon. cllitles.

• J • I -P.P.kPJld, the level soon~ TIIERE IS A drop ..:t a1mut l "We're ~!Jessinf

apidly due toi200 feet in elevation in the 22iL~~r ail' cross Se
IrJ~~~ljIQj~tJ(I' I age, offi-:miles ~(jftweeTl Granit-:o 'Rec£;today," James St .

e salt River project'IDarn ~dthe river crossings in!ten~en~ of the cit
tes at Bart- PhoelUX. Isamtation de»ar'

I t'de River, took Total storaBe in l,he Salt River '
daten m(~ eartnell .... '''~ _
to the large box culvt:rt:s carry·
ing water Wllier the 24th Street
and seventh Street crossings.

The erosion has caused traf·
fie to be confined to single lane$
each way at the two crossings.

Closing of one or both of the
crossings would add to the traf~

fie already jamming the Central
By The Associated Press Avenue and Tempe bridges and

l The surging Mississippi River, on a record spring rampage, the .16th S~eet cr~sing.
I reached a predicted crest of 25.2 feet today at flooded Prairie FIve major CrosSingS are al~
I du Chien, Wis., and continued to rise. . ready closed

City officials ordered immediate evacuation of more families SHOULD.THE water force the
, from the devastated community of more than 5000 population. closing of Seventh Avenue, most'
, So far about 1,000 persons have ' of the traffic would be dive~ed
, fled their homes there. to the Central Avenue bridge
, THE FLOOD . d ing stream climbed to crests at and to crossings at 19th, 35th,
, ....' poun~ own those points. 51st and 59th avenues.
the MiSSISSiPPi from Minnesota . . . Water dumped into the river
for nearly a month, already has AuIit.Prame di~~ Chiben, where from the Grand Canal through

. . pec ar con tions ave pre-
caused milhons of dol~~s worth vented effective diking, officials a storm s~wer at 22nd Avenue
of dama?e to commumties along said heavy rain began faIling was .flooding the 35th Av~ue
a 400-mile stretch. before dawn and it appeared crOSS1D~, b~t ~any vehicles

Sections of Dubuque, Iowa, the river might climb several were still USlfi~ It.
some 40 miles downstream from inches above predicted crest. Closed crOE!smgs ar: 40th and
Prairie du Chien and East Du-. . 48th streets m PhoenIX, Scotts-
buque, Ill., acr~ss the' river, .The rQlv~r stOruPped. J~S stead

k
y dale and Hayden Roads in Tem-

d t th fl d. rise at UlDCY, ., grvmg wor - pe and Mesa's North Country·
were Wl er wa er as e 00 ers some leeway to prepare de-' .

- fenses against a predicted April Club.Drive. .
30 crest that could nUl'eight feet Fa]:- !leath.er IS expected to,
,above flood stage. prevaIl In ArlZ?na through n~

. Wednesday, With temperatures
.THE RIVER 'Yas run n 1 n g slightly above average for late

erght feet over Its 17·foot flood April
stage in Dubuque as 1,000 vol- .
unteers sandbagged levees. Re- The Weather Bureau's fore.
Iinforcements streamed in from cast caned for the mercury to
as far as New Hampton, 115 rang~ between 50 and 86 tomor
miles northwest to reI i eve row 10 Phoenix.
weary workers who have hauled '
almost 300,000 sandbags.

Officials say the r i v e r will

Icrest Saturday night at 26.5 feet
,in Dubuque, a city of 57,000 at



5
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@

ms La t W9iirl!f,Z!o
- Continue {;losed

Avenue, but the route was
open.

Water had not crossed
Seventh Avenue by mid-morn·
ing, but because of the road
way's dam·like construction, of
ficials .feared water backed up
east mlght rise sufflclentIy to
rush over 'the paving.

Tempe police,. harrassed by
giant traffic jams at the Mill
Avenue Bridge ear lie r this
week, said today that traffic
was "moving pretty well" 
all of it over the bridge.

The Weather Bureau said the
Verde River above Horseshoe
Dam was flowing at 2,820 cubic
feet per second today. This was
less than half the peak flow
at the .time Bartlett Dam was,
opened.

Runoff on the Salt River
above Roosevelt has been sub
stantial, the Weather Bureau
said, "willi 5,870 cubic feet per
second pouring into Lake Roose
velt where storage space Is
ample."

PHOENIX (UPI)-The Bart- stop later today. The Weather
lett Dam gates were closed at Bureau said it would take about
midnight Thursday, but the run· one day for free flow to cease
off swirling through the salt on the Salt River through
River channel in the Phoenix metropolitan Phoenix.
area was not expected to stop However, weathermen said
for at least another day. large amounts of water trapped

Five traffic arteries across in gravel pits in the Salt River
the river between Phoenix' ~d bed would 'constitute danger to

. Tempe remained closed today,; 'cl1ildren swimming or playing
'and three Phoenix crossings. In the area.
farther west were threatened. Dr. William J. Moore, state

Roads closed Thursday by health commissioner, said sew·
overflow from the Arizona CanQ.l age from treabnent plants near
northwest of here were open Scottsdale and Mesa was being
today, but sheriff's deputies said poured into the river. He said
a few inches of water was the sewage could endanger the
crossing some of them. health of swimmers in the

. The U.S. Weather Bureau river.
said flow this morning into the Roads still closed were Coun·
Salt River at Granite Reef was try Club Drive in Mesa, SCotts
down to 250 cubic feet per dale and Hayden Roads at
second and was expected to Tempe and 48th and 40th Streets

in Phoenix.
Traffic on Seventh Street was

i restricted to two lanes because
•of undercuts along the bridge.

IPolice said two to three inches
of water was running over 35th
- . ---------_.-



TEMPE DAILY NEWS Police - 1

.b I

ATER PLENTIFUL - The Mill avenue by-pass of Tempe Bridge for north
bound traffic still had plenty of water Friday morning but cars were moving

noothly.across the bridge. Water is about 500 feet wide here. State health offic
lll1s have warned look€TS, swimmeTS and boaters to stay clear, especially in the

alley area, due to Contamination as we 11 as the danger to the careless.
~ty Worth photo



April 23, 1965

SALT RIVER

West Side 7th Ave

Looking at Central
Ave. Bridge from
7th Ave.



April 23, 1965

SALT RIVER

7th St. Bridge

Looking East 7th
St. Bridge.

h' I
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April ,23, 1965

SALT RIVER

Looking Under Tempe
Bridge.

salt River & 7th Ave.
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April 23, 1965

SALT RIVER

Railroad Bridge Tempe

Tempe Bridges

-
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April 23, 1965

SALT RIVER'

Looking East from
7th Avenue.



April 23, 1965

SALT RIVER

East side of 7th Ave.

11-

salt River from
7th Ave. looking at
Central Ave. Bridge.



April 23, 1965

At 7th Avenue

East from 7th Avenue
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April 23, 1965

SALT RIVER

Looking west from
Tempe Railroad
Bridge.

Tempe Bridge
and Salt River

?t
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(Contlnue!! from Page 11

as Granite Reef on Friday. 'I'his
assu1"ed ta hailt Ito' the flow, ,for
the week-end illlt least.

SaJ~Urday Lou Cooper, city
m'a:IlIager, said Ihe d'~d not think
the o~ty's utility lines 'BC'I"OSS

the dver ·all'ong Scottsdale-Rur
al road were d'B1ntaged. In No
vember, 1959, noodling river
waiter waShed 'away muoo of
the cover ,001" a major wate<r
line lJjnd left it suspended in

air.
Tempe police were keeping

informatiiOnal med!ia informed
as to the progress on crossing
repa'i,r. .

Dudng :the floo-d period,
which 91Iarted Wednesday, down
town Tempe tref\fic has been
egtimated 'at Itwo to three times
the normal 30,000 vehicles:
daLly,

ARIZONA, SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 1965

jJ •

78th Year-No. 98

a&'llin, willmn iii week or i~,

since the Verde River-'flow, a
bove :tihe IDJood COIl/trol dams, is
stmconsiderably above nor
m1a1.

Salt River Project O'ffJida>1s
bel1ian cu1lllmg off itfrl;e flJow of
walter ~t Bartlett dam as well

(C<mUnued on Pale til

Mill Avenue By-pass Restores 2-Way Traffic;
Scottsdale, Hayden Crossings Need Repair

er rossln
Opened; Salt

10 Cut II

FliOod--oaused traffi'C conges
tkm at Tempe Bridge was .re
ll~ived somewhat about 10: 30
a.m., saturday, when the Mill
ave'llUe by-<pass WillS opened to
l'JDIlIJh-bound tmfflic despite a
sma1'1 mnoonJt of Salt River walt
er whicll .flow:ed~s itt. Cars
moved sLowly ~d '<mu'ti'OUsly at
first and neared norma! speeds
as the situa1lilan :improved.

'1'0 1lhe east, tlhe ScotJtsdau'e
RUI1alroad crossing hlad Inot
belen declared open at 2 p.m.
but Tempe -police reported some
tm:lifii<: "sneakilll'g thl['ougtl."
MjIJ!or repailrs aa>d removai of
rubJ:fJ:e were necessa.ry to make
the crossing possible.

Eastward llmdther mile at~
Hayden-McC1iIn1lock rood cross
in, about 200 feet of rood
bed was W'aShied out. Here Cyr

Ia.nd EVIaIllS, looai1 roadbuildliing

I
oonradors, V'OlWltarily went
to work 1110 ,resore a passable
crossing. 'l1llis was eXpeCted to
be oompleted by lateafternOOIl.

Saturday morn:iJn,g Sam Lan
fiord, ooUll'rty e~, c1heeked
ilie crossm·g ,as welil. as ·at Nortih
Oountry Club drive, Mesa. He
i:nd~oated r1be ;two Tempe CII'Oss~

-°les WIOuLd be :repa:n-ed 1lo pass
(."("IIlIdJtdon 10r 1lhe )!)'1'e'SeJllt.

'e indi1Calbions ~
ft null ...· beoJi'eve he SIalit

6!l7' Mill Avenue

REPAIR UNDERWAY - Restoring a temporary roadway at the Hayden-lin
tack road crossing of Salt River. was the. order of the day Saturday as eqlJ1.pment
from the nearby Cyr and Evans plant, on a voluntary basis, went to work f fin
the 200-fcot washout. A passable roadwa y will go in with county to follow up' ler.
Scottsdale road will need repair but the Mill avenue by-pass was opened; ut
10:30 a.m. and apparently withstood the river flow. Katy Worth ph 0
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NORTH COUNTRY CLUB OPEN AGAIN - Arizona highway department workers opened N.
Country Club Dr. to traffic at 3 a.m. this morning after moving more than 1,000 cubic yardJ
of dirt to fill the breach caused by Salt River flow. C~s began work at 10 a.m. Sunday,·
put the crossing back into lise. Upper photo shows crew at work this morning dumping more
dirt at the site; below, new grade is shown. At right is gas pipeline uncovered by tbe water's
action. (Tribfotos)



READY IN l'WO WEEKS - Workmen are expected to have
this "floodproofed" crossing of the Salt River, on N. Country
ClUb, completed in two weeks. Above, concrete retaining wall
Is being formed on west side of the culvert crossing. The 23

• •

'.

t

concrete pipes, each 6 ft. in diameter, extend 102 ft under
neath the crossing. Released dam and flood waters previous
ly washed out the crossing, which now is expected to permit
such flood waters to flow beneath the highway. (Tribfoto)
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'-1£ FLOOD, BRINGS HEAVY TRAFFIC BRIDGE
Gazette staff PhotO

Flood waters pouring down Salt River forced two-way traf·
fic: on nonnally one-way Ternpe bridge toda • Roadway dis-
appearing. into floodwaters is normally "effie gil

ing to Sun O.vil Stadium and turns underneath brid9~'
Not. sign off.ring 9000' Ildvice: Stop ahead. Traffle: wa~
"lmost bumper-to.bumpe ()It L.."
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Runoff into Roosevelt Lake
from the Salt River today reach
ed the highest peak since ree-
ords were started in 1913
enough to pour an estimated
100,000 acre-feet of water into
the lake in 24 hours.

The U.S. Geological Survey,
which measures water flow in
the Salt and Verde watersheds,
said that if the runoff on the
Salt River continues at near its
record pace, it would fill all
four Salt River Project reser
voirs to overflowing within three
to four days.

ADPITIONAL showers are
forecast in the Valley through
today, but the Weather Bureau
said skies should start clearing
tonight, becoming mostly sunny

WATER FLOWS OVER COUNTRY CLUB DRIVE to;::~~'MCMuIIin, Salt River

Water flewS over Country Club Drive at Salt River in Mesa I department officials at scene said the tiling and 72-inch- Project general manager, said
despite $130,000 culvert project just completed. Highway diameter culverts may prevent serious damage, however. water may go over Roosevelt

_______________________________-~-Dam spillways in the next two
days for the first time since
1941.

If this happens, he said, it
may be necessary to open the
spillway gates on the entire
four-dam Salt River system.

Flooding was reported along
the Gila River at Safford and
Sacaton, south of Chandler.
Washes and low-lying areas in
Tucson also flooded, as did
crossings along the Salt River
east and south of Phoenix and
the Agua Fria and New rivers
northwest of Phoenix. Flooding \

wa reno in west 'de

Swirling water in the Gila
River broke a dike and over
flowed the entrance of Estrella
Mountain Park off U.S. 80 near
Goodyear. No homes were in
the flood path.

"IT WAS about 15 feet deep
and we closed the roads in the
area," a County Highway De-·
partment spokesman said. ~'.

On the Salt River at RooSe
velt Lake, the runoff peak was
reported at 150,000 cubic feet
~r se~ond, compared to pre
VIOUS high of 117,000 cubic feet
in 1941. (At a rate of 150,000
cubic feet per second, if main
tained for 24 hours, runoff would
measure 300,000 acre-feet: How
ever, the Geological Survey
said the peak would not last,
for the 24-hour period.) .

A dlke also broke on the Santa
Cruz rim,· threatening· farm
homes south of Stanfield.

On the Verde River, the run
off peak also is approaching the
100,000 cubic feet per second
record set in March 1938.

McMULLIN SAID that if cur
rent runoff trends continue
there is every likelihood that
spillway gates at Sahuaro Lake
which is taking some of th~
excess from Mormon Flat Dam
upstream, will have to be
opened before 8 p.rn. today. At
8 a. m. today, there was 64,000

Turn to .PEAK OD Page ~
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Floodwaters in the Gila River was down to 9,268. On Wednes- downstream. lttesidents were
f Eastern Arizona receded to- day, storage had climbed to warned to boil their drinkill8
.ay while melted snow contin- 74,660. water.

_d to. rai:*l stora~e to ~ BEL()W THE DAM, the run- . Oldtimers said the G~
J1or~~~~ir~ SaIt River ProJ- off iDto the Gila from the San reached. heigh!$ not seen since
-Floodi .' th . G"l Ri Pedro River and numerous 1926. That was before Coolidge
~d itsngtri~utaries I~ntin:d was~es and creeks has been Dam was constructed. .
t sheriffs' offices at Safford considerable. . mGHWAY 93 from 14 miles
td Florence said the water Especially hard hit is the south .of Chandler to Casa

lWel has dropped considerably Kelvin-Riverside Terrace area Grande·was closed because of
l1ce yesterday. -about 50 miles below the dam high water in the Gila Riv~.
THE GILA RIVER flood- to the west. Here six:· fainilies While it was necessary to .sef
atersaboveCoolldge Dam are have been ~e!t homeless .and 45u~a detour. at on~ location,
ing contained in San Carlos other famihes are 'Vtrtually Highway 87 IS handlmg traff

• e where storage :is expected isolated. between Chandler and Tucso
I reach 200,000 acre-feet to- NEARBY, AT KEARNEY Salt River bed crossings.
lOrrow. unprocessed sewage has wash: the Phoenix ~ Tempe-Scottsda
On Dec. 1, the lake, with a ed into the river· and Qrought area were still closed, but t1
apacity of 1,285,000 acre-feet a health threat to communities Tum to • WATER on Page

Concluded til P ·G~ Reservoir are
Country Club crossing· north of south of Eloy.
Mesa was open. . Papago Indian Reservation 0

THE SHE;RtFF'S office 1'& flcials hoped ground parties
ported the Salt River's 51st woul~ be able to . teach til
Avenue crossing was closed, but flood-1SOlated Chuicl1u village to.
th.e 91st Avenue crossing was day. It is south of Casl Gt8ndE1
stdl open. . Tonto Creek,a major lSOUl"Ce

.On the ligua Friaand New of water for Roosevelt LakE
RIVers, Grand Avenue, Glen- passed flood 'stage at 3:15a.m.
dale Avenue and U.S. 80 were today.
b~ used. LOW TEMPERATURESdur

S TOR AGE I N Sal1 River ing the night decreased t!tl.
Pro j e c t reservoirs' reached snow-melting rate· along ~~
1,833,264 acre feet this morn- creek's mountain drainage~
!D8, an increase of 35,373 dur- and in other parts of the
~g a 24-hour period. Capacity Salt River watershed. Pro
18 2,072,050. Officials said it nOw may

.. another week before itwiB
OffiCIals said the runoff has necessary to open· the s iThv

decreased considerably, but as at Roosevelt Dam Tom!
~ucb as 12,000 acre feet may be and 8alt River~ the prj
<Uscharged over the diversion streamS pouririginto th
dam at Granite Reef before to-. e
norrow. Roosevelt Lake was

. . 178,228 acre-feet of its c p
The Ass~clat~ Press reported (1,381,580 acre-feet) to Q a

,the flood situation in the Tucson- Apache Lake behind Horse Me:
easa Grande Valley areas as Dam lacked only 1612. Capacity
follows today: . is 245,138. Monno~ Flat Dam;ll

AN ESTIMATED 5 000 acres Canyon Lake was within ~
.of .farmland still tinder water acre-feet of its ~7,852~pacit:Y,
between Marana and Maricopa. Stewart ¥ountain Dam.! Can·

tos . • . yon Lake, where water is bema
...s of $1.25 million estnnated released at the rate of 600 aere·

in .washout of Bewer trunk lin f . ,along Rillito Creek e eet an hour, was short, only
at Tucson. 7,167· acre-feet of its '69,'16l'

Cortaro Road bridge over capacity.
Santa Cruz River closed be- ON THE Verd' Ri
cau~e of washed out approaches. shoe Lake lackeft.l vernly'Hatr:
It IS the third Pi .. C . . C\4 0,_

bridge damaged b~fl~:Z (~::~ of~eing&ttl capacity

~:~700~repairs w~estimated within 39,085 (capaJtyelJs ;;:~
, • 7'1 acre-feet). '

ABO. J.OOO n • •• 'lgO the s' ..Wll$ 8lr I{) elcaDQed ramt-Iheld lei '/'Ian 5OO,oolXar;:'i::~
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.!servoirs of the Salt River virtually full, water must be million was reporl.j1
Project were filled to near ca- released into the Salt River Tucson's Rillito C

~ity today, a real Christmas to make way for any over- may be declared
esent for many, but too much flow from Roosevelt once area.
Iter darkened the holiday that reservoir is full.) 10 Gila River fl~

for others. _ The overflow at Granite the Saffor~ area v.

ar skies, and bright sun- Reef will continue for at least today but It was l' .
following early. morning two days, flooding the Salt t~o or three dar

s belG~ 1
lllw temperatures are in store River in the Mesa-Scottsdale- bons could be~m to return ..
for much of Arizona on Christ- Tempe-Pnoenixarea until early normal. No estimate was avwl
mas Day. In the higher eleva- next week, able yet of damage..
tions, cloudiness will build up ... Roo elt L k 'th' e State health, officials war

'CO' sev a e was WI 10 d f 'bl t' t'
for an expected snowstorm 211181 -f t f't 1381 ....0 e 0 POSSI e con anuna lon.oSunda ' . acre ee. 0 IS", ,110 well· water due to sewage mu:

y ~. . ' acre-feet capacity and spillway ing with flood water in the SaJ
THE WATli!..R, plcture 10 Arl-Igates may be opened tomtjrrow ~ord, l\{amll'n!'" ''(earny an

:rona today: to keep ·th~ runOft under con· Tucson areas. U:-;r,;n: were wan
• Spillways a t Horseshoe trol. ed to boil any well water use-

Dam on the Verde River were I ~ Damage estimated at $1 T'lU'I1 to @STATE on Page 8
about to be opened to release:
water into· the Verde Rivet:
reservoir behind Bartlett Dan
still short 50.000 acre-reet 0

capacity.
Spillways at S t e war

Mountain Dam are releas~
:lbout 2SJlOO- acrc·fprot ,,' "·,,,tee
into the salt River,

.(With reservoirs dow n· .
stream from Roosevelt· Dam \



the possibility of having to spill
water from Roosevelt dam for
the first time in 25 years.

Latest information from the
Project today was that sun n y
skies in the mountain are a s
had removed immediate neces
sity of the Roosevelt spilling.

The SRP is continuing, how
ever, to spill water from the
Stewart Mountain dam, below
Saguaro Lake, the lowest in the
Salt River system. The Stew
art Mountain dam release is
3,700 cu. ft. per second, amount·
ing to 7,400 acre ft. per 24
hour period. Release of water
from this dam is expected t
continue for at least the nex
two days.

In terms of the Mesa area
the Stewart Mountain dam re
ease means Granite Reef dam
ortheast of Mesa, will be re

(Continued on Page 8)

Roosevel ~1<~'Pill·
Y7l~~ (;;'-J4~

Possibility Dims
Roosevelt Dam, at the head

of the Salt River system, will
not be spilled "for at least 24
hours" unless some unusual
conditions result, a Salt River
Project official said today.

Yesterday, SRP had reported



are
By United Press International

Clearing skies and colder temperatures reduced the threat
of floods in eastern Arizona today after the Gila River surged'
out of its banks Thursday.

The U.S. Weather Bureau said the storm, which dumped
more than two inches of rain over most parts of the state.
after it hit Tuesday, bad moved
out of Arizona. state, and county offlcialJ told

The Arizona Highway Patrol the Tucson and Flowing Wells
!eported that all major roads districts to go ahead with
In the state were open, but repairs without worrying about
were wet in m~st parts and icy the cost.
in northern ArIZOna. State health officials warned

· A Sa~t River Proj~t spokes- of possible contamination of
man saId the automatic gates at well water due to sewage mix
H?rseshoe Dam on the Verde lng with the flood waters in the
River were expected t.o open by Mammoth Kearny and Tucson
!lOOn today and spill the water areas. Weh users were warned
moo Bartl~tt I?am. to boil an)' water that was .u~dl

Meanwhile ,lood (.ang~r('" an and to contact health offICIal!'
several other streams lessened to proceed with decontamination.
early this moming as waters efforts.
receded. The sewage overflowed at

The Project spokesman said Mammoth and Kearny while
a reading early this morning about 2~ miles of interceptor
showed Horlk'shoe was about sewer were broken and filled
6,000 acre-feet short of its ca- with mud on Tucson's eastside.
pacity of 139,238 a~re-feet. The Gila River, cat chI n g

However, he saId Bartlett water from both the Arizona
Lake is expected to hold the and New Mexico watersheds
ron~ff for at least two to four crested at more than 4lh feet
days. Bartlett now holds 129,~54 above its banks Thursday night
acre-feet of water. Its capaCIty and was running a mile wide
is 178,477 acre-feet. in places. Howevet, Civil 1)e..

The Project spokesman said fense officials reported it had
Roosevelt Lake won't have to lowered early today and was
be !lpilled for at least 24 hours. not expected to reach a flood

Roosevelt Dam now holds I,· stage again. Below freezing
170,399 acre-feet cxmpared to temperatures also were expect
its capadty of 1,381,580 acre- ed to reduce runoff from the
feet· Horse Mesa Dam has snow cover.
243,523 acre-feet against a ca- Also lessening the chances of
pacity of 245,138; Mormon Flat flooding was the rapid lowering

·Dam h!llds 57,326 acre - feet of the San Francisco River.
·c;wiipcrrecl to Us cap,.dty <t 57,- which empties into the Gila I

852 acre-feet, and Stewart Moun- River near Clifton.
tain Dam is holdin~ 63,852 com- Some residents of low lying
pared to its capacity of 69,765 areas along the Gila were
acre-feet. evacuated yesterday. At Saca-

Stewart Mountaill Dam was ton, 50 Indian families were
releasing water at a rate of housed in the Com mUD i t Y
3,700 cubic feet per secood into Center after evacuation from
the salt River. the San Tan area. The small

In Phoenix, all north-south community of Kelvin also was
arteries from 48th street to 7th surrounded by water and some
Ave. were closed where they persons moved to higher ground
crossed the Salt River. but no one was evacuated.

Pima County officials said About l~,OOO. acres of fertile
the melting mountain snow and farmland In Pmal County was
heavy rain caused millions of flooded.
dollars in damages. Disaster Arizona National Guardsmen
funds were requested from the removed about 100 persons from

the Papago Indian Reservation
village of Chuichu In north
central Arizona after water
from the Santa Cruz River
overflowed its banks. The Indi
ans were taken to the National

. Guard Armory in Casa.Grande
and were provided IUppliea by
the Red Cros&
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t~. e'servoirs'
Levels Still
On the Rise
Cool weather in the mountains

has slowed runoff into the 'Salt
River reservoirs, but officials
still expect Roosevelt Dam to
overflow sometime next week
for the first time since 1941.

Water is being released from
lower lakes along the system to
accommodate the e xp e c ted
spillage and runoff. 1

Water was. flowing into thel
Salt River System at 7,880
cubic feet per second yesterday,
about 15,760 acre-feet per day.
Granite Reef Dam was divert
ing 4,957 cubic feet per second
'nto the Salt River; which was
~unning 2 to 3 feet deep in

aces through Phoenix.
LL ROADS crossing the Sa [

ver in the Phoenix area at
fled, except the Central Av

I ft and Tempe bridges.
\

Yesterday afternoon, a § 1 ,
ver Project spokesman sai

Roosevelt Dam, at the head I
'he reservoir system, w;
t87,000 acre-feet short of I
, 214.570 acre-feet capacity

It will be at least a
lefore it fills unless 'tliere ISI

.nore rain or warm weather
melts the snow cap, he said.
~ORSE MESA Dam, backing

up Apache Lake below Roose
velt, was slightly above normal
capacity yesterday, but water
was not being released.,.

Generators at Mormon Flat
Dam, backing up Canyon Lake,
were shut down early yester
day, ilie spoke~an said. But
Stewart Mountain Dam genera
tors at saguaro Lake were op-

: p,.
ect engineers yesterday
releasing water from

;hoe Dam on the Verde
, into Bartlett. which hadI

acre-feet. Its 178,477
I foot capacity will be

hed in another week if it
I I lUes to t.ake water from

r :eshoe at the current rate.
I 'ould then be necessar tJ

lS\'- additional water I I

nam, and the water
Itulllly enter the Salt

,''1. ,f"Uma, assistan
_T n .. _ rb

ea;, (Ire
~ I' a disaster area by Pres

Ident. Johnson. as requested b,
GOll. Goddard, Bureau of Rec
lamation funds can be mad
available for immediate USEi.
Pugh said.

No rain was reported in the
state yesterday, and the Weath·,
er Bureau predicted continuedI
clear skies with little change in
temperature. I

The record December runoff-a whopping 614,000 .scre-f
thus far-is 15 times the average amount for ,the month ;1
has the Salt River Project lakes at near capacity.

'Runoff has slowed from last 'week's storms, and the torecn
indicates little or no rainfall for Arizona through saturda .
Mostly sunny skies and sIightly..-- _
warmer temperatures are fore
cast for the Valley tomorrow. eet spokesmen said an avera:.:

mE BEST previous record December inflow is around 4ll,
in Salt and Verde runoff 000 acre-feet.
was 491,000 acre-feet in 1923. .So.far the weather and wa~e

---d" ..~_.~ been kept by Salt runoff have cooperated Wit
1- -- Proj- project officials so almost all

of the water that has had to bl
moved downstream from onl
lake to another has been used
to generate power and kept in
ltorage.

SALT RIVER Project (SRP\
,tets a double benefit from th~

water that can be loosed
through generators and still be
etained inl!ltorage, since i

makes power, illcome and stilJ
18 available for irrigation an

ther needs.
Water flow through Stewart

fountain Dam plant from th
~uaro lake was cut off today,

lien the runoff rate had de
ell ned slightly. Local runoff still

is being released at Granit
·f Diversion'Dam, lowermos I

I the Salt River. The gain in
~age for the past 24 houn

. ,; around ,14,000 acre-feet,
.re the Christmas Day gain

Ifound 37,000 acre-feet.
SHOE Dam's auto-

l\; gates were operating tet
re ~ase the amount necessal1'
t ) keep thiS reservoir at maxi.

urn operating capacity, cur
rl!J1tly o~ around 3 inches.

.eservoir-Iakes today held
hese amounts in acre,.feet,
rith capacity in parenthesis)
IOOsevelt 1,221,459 (1,381,580)'

ache 243,'109 (245,138); Can
'n 54.286 (57,852); ~"'''lIClTi

7,792 (69,765); ,and on ill
erde, ftOl'Aeshoe 1S7,53! (lllG.
~8) and Bartlett 152,133 (179,
77>.
This morning's low at S1I

narbor was 36 degrees - OM!
bove yesterday's minimum. A
ow of :rl Is forecast for tomor·
()w.

YESTERDAY'S high. 65. w
the warmest since a 68 on De<:
9. Tomorrow's higb could be
67.

Flagstaff had 12
snow on the gr,
ing. Grand Canynn
was four inches.

I Maverick, wit~

Turn to .RUNO
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Flood waters in the S a I t
River at the Country Club Dr.
crossing are now nearly 5 ft.
below the road surface and ap
parently will drop still lower
today.

The Salt River Project stat·
ed that at 8 a.m. today 4,600
cu. ft. of water per second was
flowing over Granite Reel dam,
above the Coun::ry Club Dr.,
crossing,and the flow is expect·
ed to be only 2,800 cu. ft. per
second by 6 p.m.

At 10 a.m. today the ProJect
stopped releasing water at
Stewart Mountain dam, on Sag·
uaro Lake, which also cuts the
flow reaching Granite R e e f
dam.

Bartlett Dam, on the Verde
. ,River, "won't spill before a
Iweek if the present trend con·
. tinues. II the SRP spokesman

, Isly noted. qnd RooseveH
i J<' ." at the head of the SaltIRiver system, is" expected' .to

I take at least a week to fill.I Last week, SRP officials had
Ifeared Roosevelt might have
to be spilled during the week

i end . the first such spilling in

I"'25 years. Roosevelt dam, which
can hold 1,381,580 acre ft., now
has 1,221,459 acre ft. Making

Ia definite forecast on Roosevelt
: conditions is clouded by weath-

er bureau predictions of some
· wet weather 'instore for ·the
· latter part· of the week, said

the SRP spokesman.
SUnny skies today and during

: the weekend helped ease the
acute situation building up at
&osevelt.

: Runoff from the SRP system
I this month has been almost·as

much as the total storage be-
· hind the dams last year.

Although a!l S a it R i v e r
crossings in the Phoenix area 
with the exception of two, cen·
tral Ave. and Tempe bridge •

.were closed to traffic Sunday,
the Country Club Dr.. crossing
remained open. It was closed
only 2Y..1 hours during the heightIof the flood waters' Thursday.



freeway section extending eaSt from 16th street. The
rotite has had extra heavy use during the current
flooding of Mill avenue and Scottsdale and flayden
roads; in the Tern area.

EXIT IMPROVED - Speedup in traffic off the new
leg of the Maricopa Freeway at 40th street at the
intersection shown here. Traffic snarls at the inter
S€ction have been frequent since the opening of the

CulIW.i!,.:! trom PaP 11

may have to be spi~led
m Bartlett again next spriDI,
earlier if heavy rains occur
ore the normal ra~y period
t March, was a prospect un-

, , consideration today. '
'hould the period between now
l spring experience no more

normal rainfall, the system
bably would be able to. han-

I~ nannal spring rains.Without,
dowmiver noodiDg, the ,.-..~1Ii!I~."""'-"':S',-.:-~~4

ftP spokesman said.
"But" he added, "who
noo'w what kind of w~tner
e will have for the next three

nonths?" .
'n1e system's reservOirs and

es today held these a~ounts
f acre-feet (with ~unum
apacity in parenthesiS): Roo
evelt, 1,225,6'10 (1,381,580); Apa
'he 243,603 (245,138); Canyon,
A,379 (57,852); Saguaro,57,570
'69,765); Horseshoe, 136,873
';139,238); Bartlett, 155,951 (178,.
:77).



freeway section extending eaSt from 16th street. The
route has had extra heavy use during th _ current r

flooding of Mill avenue and Scottsdale and -aayden
roads in the 'Porn.... ;lore-a.

spring, the lower reservoir h
at the beginning of the reet:
rains sufficient reserve capa
city to hold the abnonnal rune!
from the upper' Verde water
shed:, and Bartlett spiUwa.
have remained closed throug
ou~ the period. ~.ossibility th 1

TUESDAY D

P .fidals Debate Question Of Whetl
More Water Should Be Released For Saf

JEXIT IMPROVED - Speedup in traffic off the new
leg of the Maricopa Freeway at 40th street at the
intersection shown here. Traffic snarls at the inter
section have been frequent since the opening of the

load ver,
----.kes Filled

t •
December!

runoff of 614,OOo-acre-feet of
water, most of it within a 10-
day period, the water conserva·
tion system today had remain-
ing a reserve capacity of 188,·
364 acre feet. This figure was.
the combined total of the unfill-
ed space in the system's six
lakes: Roosevelt, Apache, Can-!
yon and Saguaro lakes on the J

Salt, and Horseshoe and Bart-
lett, on the Verde.

Actually, the bulk of the un
filled space was in Roosevelt
lake, where 155,910 acre-feet of
water still might be received.
The total remaining available
capacity in the four lakes along
the Salt today was 163,113 acre
feet. In the two lakes along the
Verde, there remained avail
able 25,251 acre feet of unused
capacity, with the bulk of it,
22,886 acre feet, available in
the lower, Bartlett lake.

All spillways along the Salt
were closed today, a spokesman
for SRP said, but the spill gates
at Horseshoe dam remained '\
()pen, releasing 2,640 second feet
of water to flow down the Verde
into Bartlett reservoir. .

As a result of release of wat·

er,...-.,.,.fro-:::m=,,",B,,=art=l=e~tt=r=e~~~ la:st~I.....-=> -------------------------===-:;--

Release of excess water into
I e tower channel of the Salt

iver was discontinued over·
ight by the Salt River Project,
ut water' continued to flow over

fhe three river crossings in
Tempe today.
. Hayden and Scottsdale road
Tossings and the northboo I

ane of Mill avenue will remaiI
losed temporaril¥ after fbt;.

flow stops, Tempe police'depart~
nent reported tbismorning.

Until the water has recede
rom the crossings, inspectia
ill have to be made by
tty public works departmen
o determine what damage h
been done to the roadways.

lCtensive damage has
one, repairs will havE' I

made before the cross
)e reopened.

In the meantime, off!
c:alt River Project were

I







Gazette Staff Photo by Chuck Rayburn
Tank truck appears to be "sailing down the river." but it I The flooding Gila River covered the Phoenix-Yuma highway
actually is traveling U.S. Highway 80 south of Buckeye. with water up to a foot deep along crossing near Buckeye.

- , FREEZE SLOWS RUNOFFE~ IJ..-.l~-(pj .

Reservoirs In Salt Riv r
Project Close To Brimful

Water storage in Salt River ing. With more pouring in, the 12,093 acre-feet. Storage during
Project reservoirs climbed to a total Was an increase of more the previous 24 hours was 35,.
record high of 1,873,686 acre- than 2,240 per cent during the 697.
feet ~oday, 198,364 short of past ~onth. On Dec. 1,' the STORAGE IS the highest
capacIty. reserVOIr held only 9,286 acre-. J 1 1960 h th

feet SInce an., , w en e re-
The six reservoirs - four on • servoir held about 220,000.

the Salt and two on the Verde Most of the increase has been .
River - have gained 620,968 during the past five days as the Consu:ucted I.n the late 1920s
acre-feet since Dec. 1. A gain lake, southeast of Globe, re- an.d .dedIcated In 192?, the $5.5
of more than 7,000 feet was re- ceived floodwater carried by million dam was built to hold
ported for the 24 hours ended the Gila River. back 1,285,000 acre-feet.
this morning. . D· ·t b t 1942-The lake IS downstream from unng 1 s es year-
.THE RUNOFF into the two Safford, where the Gila River the lake was nearly two-thirds I

I
~Ivers has been slowed by free~. has caused considerable dam- full. I
mg temperatures and a drop m age since it reached flood stage. . ;
the snow melt on the vast MEANWHILE, In parts of
watershed. George Demster, U.S. Bureau Eastern, Southern and Central

Roosevelt Lake, uppermost of Reclamati~n official ~n ~rizona, the problem of re~tor.
and largest of the Salt River cha~ge at C?olidge Dam, saId mg .farms, ~o~es, se~age lines,
reservoirs, was within 155,910 the I~crease IS expected t~,start busmess buildings, bndges and
acre-feet of its capacity - 1 _ levelmg off to about 6,000 roads was faced by state, coun.

I 381 580 acre-feet ' acre-feet a day for the next ty and city officials. Rough
" . several days." estimates have put the loss at

AT (J{)()LIDGE Dam, stored . . about $2 million
water in San Carlos Lake tot- The Increase durmg the 24 .

,aled 217,284 acre-feet this morn· hours up to 7 a.m. today was The damage, mostly in Gra
ham, Pima and Pinal counties,
has caused Governor Goddard
to prepare to ask President
Johnson to declare the sectioos
a federal disaster area.

WATER LEVELS in Salt Ri •
er Project reservoirs continued
to set new record highs. The
flow over the Granite Reef di- .
version dam has been ended at I

least temporarily.

I The Gila River was a half- I

mile wide in some places below .
its junction with the Salt south
of Cashion.

At one crossing the water was
12 inches above the 5-foot high
culverts on the roadway.

Below Coolidge Dam, the Gila
is fed by the San Pedro, Santa
Cruz, Agua Fria and Hassa
yampa river and by numerous
washes in the 90 airline miles
between Winkelman and Gila
Bend.

RILLITO CREEK in Tucsonl
Turn to eLAKES on Page 4 .
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~•."I"'S E e
By JOE COLE - tinued, McMulUn explained. in To the oorthwest, Late .

- . . ..... order to lower·the water level Pleasant.on .the ... Agua. ·Fri~

The ~alt River· Pro.J~ y~ in Roosevelt Lake, largest and River was reported about 4,000
erday ~ug~edwater In Its SIX uppermost reservoir on the Salt acre-feet below its capacity.

l'eser!OlrS In a~·effort to keep system. BEARDSLEY PROJECl ffi
the nver's rapid channel flow . ..' .. 0
n an even keel past the Phoe- THE PROJECl 18 seeking to Clals there Sald It would ~
. reduce .the level in Roosevelt two to three days for the lak!'!
ux area. to create room for any possible to fill at yesterday's relative1
Rod J. McMullin, SRP gen- sudden, severe runoff in the low runoff rate from the water

Ill'al manager, sai~ the Salt near future, he added. shed. That rate was dropp~,
ould probably continue to run Last night inflow into Roose- they said.
t a steady· pace through the ' cf pared
etropolitan area until mid- :velt was 12,000 s com to The officials said there wa

. b' ....111 the CO,llG6. cfaflow being re-Pnm'ning today. w. en It WW,leased intotbe lowes' tbtlle saIt no immediate concern for~.
to 50,000 cubiC feet per lala and ev 0 lb' .

econd. . • , ..
~ n\ ~

Water spilled into the ! w ~=~=.;..;.....=",;

It River from the brlmtull
fll'de and Salt River reservoirn

an average rate of 75,000
ic feet, or 561,000 gallons,

! water per second yesterday,

BUT ALL PROJECT state-
ents hedged a hopeful prog-
osis of a stable flow with 8
gurative "if it doesn't rain'
ualification.

h
r
w lI·......,...,.... _t<1'"._

mately 75,000 cfs.
IN THE 48 HOURS

p.m. Thursday to 6 p.m, ~

day, approximately 00 ttl
gallons of water crossed
Reef and catrae down tb :
channel through Lhe Valley'
popUlated area.

That amount of water, said!
SRP officials, would have filled·
saguaro Lake four times, but
the lake was already full.

The spillage from Bartlett'
Dam and Stewart Mountain
Dam on the Salt was being con-





12/31/65

At Scottsdale Rd.
Looking North.
Salt River.

Tempe Bridges



117311

SALT RIVER

Freeway washout.



12/31165

SALT RIVER

Central Avenue Bridge.
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NE R V .
12/23/65

At Olive Ave. looking
east. Est. 1200-1500 CFS.

Downstream fram Olive Ave •
..:;t. 1200 CFS.

At U.S. 60-70. Est. 1200
1500 CFS

i
·f
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DRAIN

40th Street Broadway Drain, Looking West into
Culvert under 32nd street to Salt River.

7/27/66

40th Street Broadway Drain, East end of 6·
Culvert at 32nd Street

7/27/66



48 "sTJmE'T D
7/27/66

N

40th Street--Broadway Drain, 48th St./ 6'

/'culvert showing 24" & 48" pipes entering
from south, 15 II pipe on IX> rthside

7/27/66

40th Street--Broadway Drain, east from 48th st •.
growth from this point to 52nd Street has not
been cleared 7/27/66



4
7/27/66

40th Street--Broadway Drain, 300' east of 32nd
Street. spoil on north bank, 6 1 -7' high piles.

7/27/66

I I

40th Street--Broadway Drain, 300' east of 32nd
street, spoil leveled about 2'-3' deep on
south bank 7/27/66



4sm
7/27/66

40th Street--Broadway Drain, looking west from
36th Street on north bank, spoil piles 2 1 -3'
high 7/27/66

lIt

40th Street--Broadway Drain, west from 36th St.
south bank ground leveled 3'-4' above natural
ground 7/27/66



48_H STMET nAAIN'
7/27/66

40th Street Broadway Drain, Looking East from
32nd street Spoil on south bank, piles 2-3
high 7/27/66

40th street Broadway Drain, looking upstream in
channel, approximately 9 1 -10' deep at 32nd st

7/27/66



40th street--Broadway Drain, west from 36th st.
south bank ground leveled 3 1 -4 1 above natural
ground 7/27/66

40th Street--Broadway Drain, east end of 6'
culvert at 36th st. 15" tile entering here

7/27/66



48TH STREET DRAIN
7/27/66

1\\\ ---

40th Street--Broadway Drain, looking east from
36th Street spoil leveled 2 1 -3 1 above natural
ground (south bank)

7/27/66

40th Street--Broadwa~ Drain, looking east from
36th St., spoil leveled 1'-2' above natural
ground on north bank

7/27/66



4e T EE~ DRAIN
7/27/66

40th Street--Broadway Drain, between 36th - 40th
Street, Salt River Project dozer leveling canal
bank

7/27/66

40th Street--Broadway Drain, between 36th - 40th
Street, Salt River Project dozer leveling channel
bank 7/27/66



48 STR~~T DRAIN
7/27/66

40th Street--Broadway aLA'. culvert construc
tion at 40th Street

7/27/66

40th Street--Broadway Drain, east of 40th st.,
spoil 3 1 deep on north bank

7/27/66



4 sn!~I~ ORA!N
7/27/66

40th Street--Broadway Drain, about 46th St ••
partially leveled spoil 2'-3~ south bank 1-2'
north bank 7/27/66

,/

I

40th Street--Broadway Drain, west from 48th st.,
growth starting in channel

7/27/66



J Z/

4ATH STREE~ DRAIN
7/27/66

40th Street--Broadway Drain, about 43rd St.,
south bank spoil 6" about natural ground

7/27/66

.3

40th Street--Broadway Drain, about 45th St.,
south bank spoil 3~4' natural ground.

7/27/66



48~H STREET DRAIN
7/27/66

3

40th Street--Broadway Drain, about 46th St.,
spoil 3-4' above natural ground south bank

7/27/66

40th Street--Broadway Drain, about 46th St.,
north bank spoil 1-2' above natural ground

7/27/66

/0



48TH STREET DRAI
8/22/66

300' east of 32nd street,
north bank washout.

south bank scour from
,orth bank washout, 300'

east of 32nd street.

300' east of 32nd street,
north bank washout.



48TH STREET DRA!
8/22/66

south bank washout just
east of 36th street.

Washing at 48th street
.ast side of culvert.

Buckling of concrete east
side of 48th Street culvert.



48TH STREET DRAl
8/22/66

Debris from "Hay Shel

ters" vicinity 46th St.

Debris from "Hay
Shelters" 45th-46th
Street vicinity.

Debris from "Hay Shelters"
45th-46th Street vicinity.



48TH STREET DRAIN
8/22/66

North bank washout
vicinity 45-46th St.

North bank washout
and debris in channel
45th-46th St.

North bank washout
vicinity 45th-46th St.

)



48th Street Drain
8/22/66

About 41st Street.
South bank.

About 42nd Street.
>outh bank.

About 43rd or 44th Street.
North bank.



48th STREET DnAIN
8/22/66

About 43rd or ~4th

street. Washing around
culvert crossing.

Washout in south bank
maintenance road. West
of 40th street.

Washout in south bank
west of 40th street.



48 th STREET ORA!
8/22/66

~----- --

Ponding west of 40th street,
north of channel. Depth:
l' (from storm 8/18/66).

Ponding north of channel,
est of 40th Street.

Depth: l' (From storm
8/18/66) .

Ponding west of 40th Street
and north of channel. (From
storm 8/18/66).



49th STREET DRAIN
8/22/66

Ponding north of channel,
west of 40th street, \
l' deep. (from storm
8/18/66)

Ponding north of channel,
est of 40th street.

Ponding north of channel,
west of 40th street.
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keye Valley ews
No.1

-.Buckeye Museum
I.! ~~I ~"r
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Tom Wood, Buckeye, began
working Monday morning as
Deputy Sheriff in the Buckeye
area and will be working from
the lOcal office. Other Sheriffs
working in the Buckeye area
are Sgt. Taylor Gibson, Depu
tie Bud Kitchens, Don Stanley,
Rusty Carsten, Joe Duncan, Den
nis Schilling and Lorraine Vose.

Tom lives on Bruner Road
with his wife Shirley, and their
two daughters.

traffic was closed Tuesday
morning when a moving van
hit the ditch (part of Gila
River) south of the Arling
ton Cattle Company feed
yards. It was 8 o'clock Tues
day evening before the road
was opened to traffic which
had piled up three miles
south of Gillespie bridge.
From Buckeye the Gila con-

tinued on its two mile wide ram
page, spreading out into culti
vated fields, taking with it ma
ny acres of standing cotton,
forcing the evacuation of Arizo
na Land and Cattle Company
feed yards at Arlington, almost
flooding out the Arlington
school, covering the highway in
several places south of Arling
ton, before pouring its muddy
waters in a roaring torrent ov
er the entire width of Gillespie
dam, which had been a erflow
ing since last week's flood. Lou
is Wingfield of Arizona Cattle

(Continued on Back Page)

Thursday, January 6, 1966

•ose ga
Allenville Evacuated;
Highway 8 Closed
The Gila River went on its

second flood rampage in as ma
ny weeks when flood waters
from South Phoenix (Roosevelt
dam release via the Salt River)
swept a two to three mile path
down Buckeye Valley; again

I flooding the homes on Jackrab-
bit Trail and Beloat Road; forc
ing the evacuation of the- settle
ment of Allenville, one mile

I south of Buckeye; put a two
, and one-half mile 'wall' of water

across highway 80 south of
Buckeye and flooded out cotton
fields on its way to Gillespie
dam south of Arlington.

The flood waters hit Buckeye
about midnight Friday, New
Year's Eve, covering part of
Allenville, a mile south of Buck
eye and cutting a two and a half
mile path across highway 80,
closing it to all traffic. The res
idents of Allenville had been

I evacuated by Deputy Sheriffs,
the Buckeye police department,

I town employees, and R. B. Dun
I can, who donated five. truelfl,.,...-__-====::::::-::----

and drivers Friday morning to ---.;..-......."'--
help them move to Buckeye Ele- Tom Wood New
mentary School where they were

I provided meals and sleeping Deputy Sheriff In
I

accommodations Friday evening Buckeye Area .
and Saturday forenoon by the
Red Cross before returning to
their homes late Saturday. High-
way 80, which had just barely
dried out from last week's flood,
was covered from the Palo Ver
de turnoff to 2% miles south
with fast-running muddy flood
water and was shut off to all
traffic. Old highway 80 was al
so closed from late Friday night
until Sunday noon because of
water backing up over the road
in several places near Arling
ton.

Old Highway 80, serving
as a detour for North·South

i a Is L
,BUCKEYE, MARICOPA COUNTY, ARIZONA

SOLID WALL of muddy wat
er shows might of the flood-

VOLUME 42

f

)

WITH HIGHWAY 80 cut off
by floodwaters south of B'uck
eye traffic was finally rollted

around on old Highway 80
(starting Sunday noon) cars
had to make their way through

several water covered stretch
es like this one.

Photo by Ann David



cleanup.
(Photo by The Fairchilds)

RECEDING Gila flood waters
in Allenville Saturday, allow

January 6, 1966

Flood Dam:~ ~ from Gila River

BUCKEYE VALLEY NEWS

I

this picture was taken the ar
ea where the dozers are work
ing was covered with water.

of Allenville, forced from
their homes by the flooding
Gila River Friday night.

path) flooded out the Gatlin and
Narramore ranches, and rais
ed hob with cultivated acreage
in Citrus Valley. It raised the
height of water in Painted Rock
Dam to 25 feet by Sunday ev
ening and had r i sen to 45Jh
feet by Tuesday afternoon. Wat·
er was being released at a rate
of 600 cubic feet per second.

bank of dirt to keep the Gila
River floodwaters out of the
Buckeye Canal. Minutes after

PART OF the bedding supply
trucked in by the Red Cross
to take care of the population

in Arlington also suffered con
siderable damage.

Five thousand head of cattle
were moved from flooded feed
yards near Phoenix to the Ar
lington Feed yards early Sun
day morning.

On its way to Gila Bend and
Painted Rock dam the Gila (still
cutting a one to two mile wide

Gila River Floods Again

BUCKEYE Irrigation Company
crews worked feverishly with
bulldozers to pile a protective

(Continued from. Page 1)

Company said that it was neces
sary to move over 5,000 head
of cattle from their feed yards
to higher ground as well as ma
chinery, equipment and motors
from their mill. He reported
some 70 acres of cotton flooded,
a quarter mile of ditch out and
from three to four miles of fence
out. Wingfield guessed at his
firms losses as "several thou
sand dollars" with the loss in·
valved in moving the cattle,
variation in their feeding rou
tine, etc., hard to estimate. The
Gable farm, near Arlington, was
reported a heavy loser in flood
ed cotton crops with some 200
acres under water. Forty acres
of barley was also flooded, a
half-mile of cement ditch lost
and several dirt ditches washed
out. IRichardson Brothers farms

were provIded by the Red
Cross at the Buckeye Elemen
tary school. Allenville resi
dents returned to their homes
late Saturday when flood
waters receded.

Photo by The Fairchilds

er floodwater early Saturday
morning.

Friday night for the evacuees
from Allenville.

RED CROSS transportation un
its were kept busy Friday
night bringing in equipment
to care for the Allenville peo
ple driven from their homes
by the flooding Gila River.
Sleeping facilities and meals

RED CROSS cots are set up
in Buckeye Elementary School

THESE HOMES in Allenville
were a foot deep in Gila Riv·
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days and the banks had gotten
thoroughly soaked they began
to topple into the river and on
their way to the Colorado River'\
and Hexico. Just across the riv
er from Powers Butte, an old
_man had an 80 acre homestead
all out of the river and when
the floods were over he had
four acres in the northeast cor
ner left. Warren Peterson whose
land adjoined him on the west \
lost one field still in brush and \
a 40 acre field of good alfalfa.
The Buckeye Ranch at the north \
of Hassayampa lost acre after I
acre of good alfalfa, even with·
a crew of men working every \
day cutting big mesquite trees
and anchoring them to dead
men 50 or a 100 feet back from

Gila River Flooded Before

VALLEY NEWS

(Ta from the memory of the
Historian of the Buckeye and
West Gila Valley Old Settlers
Union, I. H. Parkman.) ....

When I arrived in Arizona in
1893 the state was entering a
drought that lasted until Janu
ary 1, 1905. Arizona droughts
do not mean that there was no
rain during that time, but that
the overall years rainfall was
very deficient. As an example a
big flood came down Salt Riv
er on Christmas day, 1894 and
raised seven feet in less than
10 minutes, and twelve feet be
fore next morning. In 1903 wa
ter was so short in Salt River
during the summer that there
was not any water for the two
newer canals, the Arizona and
Grand, and twice during the the river with cables, and 1'011-
summer the Maricopa and Salt ing them into the river to pro- I
River Valley Canals (the TownItect the bank, only in a few
Ditch) let them have theii: wat- hours to have them all go down
er to fill their stock tanks so the river, dead men, cables and
their stock could have a drink. \ all. Afte~ they saw t~e useless-
Some of the dairy men up in ness of It all they qUlt one day
that section heard that Buckeye, saying _"if the river wants the
had water and lots of green l ranch it can have it." That night
feed and brought their dairy the Has say amp a came down
herds to our Valley, bought feed big gel' than at an~ time
and camped in tents alongside before and poured sand mto the
the fields and milked their cows, Gila so fast that the Gila could
hauling their milk or cream to not carry it off and of a conse-
Phoenix everyday. The Arizona quence it shoved the channel of
State Hospital was one of the the Gila clear to the other side
outfits that did this. This was of the river bed and away from
the beginning of dairying in the the Buckeye ranch, and it nev-
Buckeye Valley. er came back to cut on the \

b
I
ranch any more to this day.

A out 10 o'clock New Years .
Eve, 1905, the drought was bro- \' Watch ~hlS. p.aper for more

ken a d h
I It d'd t . flood stones m Issues to tollow.

, nOW. 1 no raIn,
it just poured out in tubs full,
so much so that before morning
the Gila River was out of its
banks and remained that way
most of the time until mid May.
At that time my family and I
lived in a homestead on the
south side of the river in a cove
back of Powers Butte, on some
of the finest mesquite covered
land one could wish to find
anywhere. As it kept raining
day after day and time was
drawing near when we were
expecting our third child, we
kept watch of the river every
day to see if we could find a
time when we could get across
with a wagon and team and get
nearer to a doctor. My brother
John was staying with us and
every morning he would go
down to the river and check on
it. On Jan. 11 he came back and
said he thought we could make
it. So I told my wife to get her- Ic==------r-w-----
self and children ready while {J1rmDmr.----ir----..---
I got the team. Our trunk was ! MENNONITE • FOLDERS
already packed awaiting for iURCH
this day. Putting it in the old 'ahoney S1. • POSTAL CARDS
lumber wagon, some bedding and - PROGRAMS

h t th thO d Kolb, Pastorw a 0 er mgs we woul - TICKETS
have to have we were soon ~entre S1.
ready. John had chosen a spot ~293 & 386-4294
where the river was about 150
yards wide. He had already been lng
across once and said the cross
ing was free of quicksand and Ig
hard. Stripping do.wn to his un
derwear he walked ahead of the 
team picking out a road and
looking out for foot holes in the •

~:;t~~~i~~e t~:t~a;:~ ~~t~~~ ~ Irecl0ry
and then, and twice I thought ,
the team was going to have to
swim, but we made it safely. As
we 'crossed where there was no 1-----------·------=----
road, we ran into more trouble I
winding through the brush, soft
sand and holes of water getting
out to the road than we had
crossing the river. That night
the river came up again and so '
we crossed it with wagon and
team until mid May, five months -------------------

later. When the flood started
there were big cottonwood trees Wilson Inv-e~tment Co-.
all up and down the river but • ~
very few withstood the rushing
waters for five months. They GENERAL INSURANCE
were practically all gone. After l ve.
the river had run full for a few
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As far as Hett knew Monday,

there were no plans to store any
of the water behind the dam,
which was built solely as a flood
control measure. Release will be
slow, to protect Wellton-Mohawk
and Yuma. Monday the water
had reached only about three
miles below the dam, with much
of it being absorbed into the
dry river bed.

With water probably due to
keep arriving until April, if
normal conditions hold for the
next few months, excellent rec
reational facilities should be
available in the Painted Rock
area. Much game will be at
tracted - already ducks and
geese have arrived in increased
numbers.

The borrow pit below the
dam, which usually has a good
depth of water, should be "good
into the following year", Hett
said. At present it is only a deep
spot in a wide expanse of wa
ter.

ee

Thursday, January 13, 1966

With the shutting off of Salt
River flow Monday morning
Buckeye Valley, West Gila Val
ley and Rainbow Valley are
waiting for the rampaging Gila
River flow to recede to the
point where much needed re
pairs can be made (or need for
repairs determined) to try and
get conditions back somewhere
near normal in these areas.

It is certain that extensive
road rebuilding will be necessary
on roads leading to Rainbow
Valley. Damage to Highway 80
south of Buckeye has not been
fully determined and it will
probably be another week be
fore highway departm.ent offi
cials can assess full amount of
the damage there and deter
mine what steps to take to put
it back in operation. The por
tions of the highway from
which the water has receded
show extensive road bed dam
age with one 20 yard gap in
the highway showing and more
expected to be uncovered. One-
hi g h way department official

I
said that "from what we can see
so far we'r'e fairly certain that
we won't be faced with a repair
job but a construction job
which may take two to three
months to complete." Highway
80 traffic has' ·been re-routea
around on old Highway 80; to
Arlington, Gillespie dam and
then back to new Highway 80
three miles north of the CosMo
cafe.

iBill Flower, Buckeye manager
of Arizona Public Service com
pany, said that as soon as the
receding Gila water permits
their crews will replace a pole
at Dean Road, another two
miles east of Arlington School
which carries both a high volt
age line and a distribution
line. On the Gila River bed on
the new Highway 80 they have
at least two poles to be straight
ened. The big transmission line
to Rainbow Valley and Gila
Bend fortunately withstood the
flood. Flower reported that ev
erybody in the area now has
service who can use it. There
was no extended outage of
electric or gas service.

Monday at 6:30 p.m., water
stood 52 feet deep behind Paint
ed Rock dam. United States
Corps of Army Engineers Care-Itaker Joshua Hett was maintain
ing a release rate of 1700 feet
per second, a rate which was not
quite keeping up with the run
ning water. At that time, water
was still coming over Gillespie
dam two feet deep.

While Salt River Project was
to stop releasing water at 6 p.m.
in order to facilitate surveys
and repairs, Hett pointed out
that it would take a day or two
for any appreciable change in
the- flow at the dam 17 miles

downriver from Gila Bend.

Gila River Flow
Stopped F rHIGHWAY

tore Up th departmen
e Surfac I

much of h' he.Ig way 80 r

JUST ONe .
five miles gap 10 Highway 80

south f
cut by fast runnin 0 .Buckeye,
overflow. The g. G,la River

maIO channel-----

BUCKEYE, MARICOPA COUNTY, ARIZONA
-- <I.?



HIGHWAY department crews
tore up the surface of this
much of highway 80 north of

the Gila River bed five miles
south of Buckeye to enable
them to make repairs to the

roadbed, severely damaged
by the river during the past
10 days.

JUST ONE gap in Highway 80
five miles south of Buckeye,
cut by fast running Gila River
overflow. The main channel

is a half mile south and dam
ages there can't be determin
ed until water recedes. In
right background is Arizona

Public Service transmission
line pole still doing its job in
spite of its precarious angle.

(Photo by The Falrchilds)

-------------------------
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ila River Flood Last01905
By I. H. Parkman go up to a spot east of Powers

Historian for Buckeye and West Butte where there was a flat
Gila Valley Old Settlers Union covered with some of the big

gest mesquite trees I ever saw.
As a continuation of last Once I cut 100 useable fence

weeks article on Buckeye Floods posts out of one tree. The flat
1'905 the editor asked me to de- was 14 or 15 feet above the
vote this weeks article to the river bed at low water. The
same flood, as to size of river, river got to cutting into this
width, depth and etc. When the bank and undermining these
flood started Jan. 1, 1905 the trees and John would stand and
river was grown up in places watch until the trees toppled
with arrow weeds, battamotieF over into the river and many
(water moties) and some other times entirely out of sight to
small brush but not like it is come to the surface far down
today with salt cedar. There the river on its way to the gulf. I
was an open channel at all The average fall per mile of
places large enough to take the different rivers through
care of any reasonable flow. the Valleys at that time were:
Salt cedar never came until Salt River 7 feet; Gila River 4
1916 and after. feet; Agua Fria 20 feet; and

After a week or so of flood Hassayampa 25 feet.
the river bed was swept clean I was told by an old prospect
of all trees and brush, far more or "I have seen every river of
so than it was in the 1891 flood, any consequen.ce in western
that was the granddaddy of all United States in my wanderings b I· N
floods to the present time, but and the Hassayampa river runs uOW '"9 ews
it never lasted as long .as the faster than any river I ever saw
1905 flood and instead of run- with a smooth ,bottom. When up
ning four or five months as big I have seen waves 9n it
the 1905 did it was only a mat- five and six feet high, and the
ter of days until it was over. water running so fast that the
When the Gila was at it's height top of the wave could not keep
it was a mile or more wide, a up and would fall over back-
solid sheet of madly rushing ward. I have seen this twice
water. During the five and one and never saw it anywhere else.
half months it was in flood, the Have seen seven or eight feet
railroad bridge at Maricopa was waves on the Gila but they
washed out twice, of which I never fell over backward."
am certain, and maybe a third Mr. ang. Mrs. Jo !Brown, my
time of which I am not so cer- brother-in-law and sister, were
tain. It was a piling bridge and on the south side of the river
they would replace it as soon and in March it looked like
as the water dropped sufficient- there was never going to be an
ly. I read at the time that the end to the flood, so they decid
water had to get down to less ed to move to this side. By this I
than twelve feet deep before time more good useable boats
they could spot a pile and hold had been built and borrowing
it in place to drive it. So with one, brother John and I moved'
a 12 foot raise, it was still them across, household goods,
quite a river. The same rail- which were not many, and all.
road bridge at Tempe went out He had two Jersey cows, that
also during the flood and being presented the real problem,
a steel span bridge was not so getting them across a river a
easily repaired and all traffic half mile wide. They were halt
between the south side and Phoe- er broke to lead, so we loaded
nix had to be by boat. up the boat, and with John and

One day I was standing on the Jo rowing sister Bettie and I
river bank south of Palo Verde led the cows into the water one
and saw something coming down on each side of the boat and
the river that bobbed along like holding their heads up on top
it might be a house, but when of the boat brought them safe
I got closer turned out to be the ly across. By angling the boat
Arlington headgates, which had a little down stream all they
been so well built that they had to do was to guide it and
withstood the river until the the fast flowing water did the
pressure became so great that rest.
it picked them up bodily and I could go on and on telling
intact and floated them down about the river in that flood, but
the river, bobbing like a cork. I believe you can, from this ac-

The river cut off acre after count, realize some of the mag
acre of land all up and down nitude of the Gila river.
the river to be carried on down Next week, a story about a
to the gulf of California. My river crossing while the flood
brother John. was on .the soufu Iwas at its worst.
side of the nver staymg at my
house across from Arlington I B S II T de
after I moved my family to the I oy, e, fa
north side. Wit~ nothing to do W"llh a Classified II-II
but watch the nver, he used to

BUCKEYE VALLEY NEWS Thursday, January 20, 1966
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ater Makes Rapids as It.Exits

s,

Highway 80 south of Buckeye While the culverts are being
may be passable thls week~ld laid other portions of the Fish·
- IF we don't get too much er crew are working on the
rain and - IF the Gila River Iroadbed itself. There is a 70
continues to be shut off. ~ard portion of the h.ighw~y

Fisher Construction Company I Just south of the mam Gila
of Phoenix has .been working on channel which is .being rebuilt
the mile long damaged portion and a similar rebuilding job is
of the highway all week and are in progress on another 80 yard
in hopes of having the road portion of the highway a half
passable by this Friday or Sat- mile north of the main channel.

Photo bV The Fairchild. urday. By Monday six 80 foot Arizona Highway Department
long metal culverts (six feet in· officials are optimistic about
diameter) had been put in posi- the improvement of the high.
tion in the main channel of way by the installation of the
flow of the Gila across the culverts. They pointed out that
highway and covered with dirt. they will now have a steady
A smaller culvert span (48 inch-! outlet for Gila River water which
es in diameter) was installed should provide the answers to
aboul ~ ,r north of the \ anything short of a major flood,
maill dl I tl a smaller in which event the whole road

r II two culvert would go, along with a good
ItlIed. ' portion of the valley.

flow under Highway 80 four
miles south of Buckeye. The
culverts are six feet in diame-

E SIX 80 foot long met·
culverts will provide a

s for the Gila River to

FOAMING OUT at the tunnel
outlet of Painted Rock dam
at the rate of 1790 cubic feet
per second, water lashes it
self into white fury as it goes
down the channel toward the

river. By Monday evening it
had reached the Dateland
road 40 miles down stream,
and was expected to cover it
completely in the river bed.
The rate of release, however,

was slow enough to make lit
tle visible difference in the
level of the water held be
hind the dam.

Photo by Ann David
- ,-~



The 1966 Little League bas
ketball season is in "full swing"
according to director Earl Ed
gar, who reports that 110 have
joined the Little League program
and 16 teams of boys are play
ing each Monday and Thursday
night at the high school gym.

110 Boys Join
little Leag••

bus.dless men met with Maricopa
County Supervisors to request a
bridge across the Gila on Jiack
rabbit. Later that day District
3 Superisvor W. L. ''Bill'' An
drews, District 3 County Road
Maintainer Dave Davenport and
County Highway Engineer Sam
Langford announced tbat the
Board of Supervisors had ap
pr{)ved installation of a 200 foot
metal bridge 19 feet wide and
that county crews would start
Wednesday driving steel sup
ports for the bridlle. The deck
of the bridge wi h
steel type used
neers and can be
ter water starts flo
the river bed agaJ r
ther wider crossing will also be
rebuilt on Jackrabbit for normal
use and the two lane bridge
will be used when the Gila ov
erflows the crossing.

!During the road outage BUBS
and Liberty Elementary school
bus drivers had to be flown into
Rainbow Valley each JJl{)rnlng
and' back In the afternoon to en
able them to complete tIleir de
toured routes. One cotton farm
er reported he had to truck his
cotton from 600 acres 180 miles

(Continued on Back Page)
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(Continu~d:rrom: Pa;;e 1)

round trip to its destination;
Even this patchwork transporta
ion was made possible only
through the courtesy of El Paso
Natural Gas Co., which permit
ted the use of its private access
road :rom Gillespjp dam tn
Rainbow Valley.

Maricopa County, farmers of
Rainbow Valley and Buckeye
business concerns, all got to
gether during the past week and
labored mightily to provide the
Gila River passage across Jack
rabbit Road in Rainbow Valley
and to dig a river channel on
each side of the road.

Beginning last· Friday Rain
bow Valley farmers, Buckeye
business men and county equip
ment started cutting a mile long
channel on each side of the
.Jackrabbit ,Il "iver crossing.
iFirst the~' \I what water
flo ~he river bed
fn 'II ,'ecen, ins and then
went in wiUl their dozers and
earth moving equipment to dig
the channel, 200 feet wide. They
hope to have this portion of
their job completed by this
Friday, when the Gila is due to
run again with the opening of
the Salt River.

Furnishing heavy equipment
were: Youngker Farms, Clar
ence Moore, Hardesty ·Bros., Dix
on Bros., Phil Ladra, Wallace
Bales and Son, O. S. Stapley Co.,
Empire Tractor, and M-aricopa
County. Others contributing ma
terials, men or money to the
project were: L. D. McDonald of
Shell Oil, D M Oil and Tire,

! Standard Oil Co., Chas. Godfrey,
Western Cotton Co., Arizona!
Public Service, Stearns Pipe Co.,
Acme Gin Co., Willbur Ellis Co.,
Agro Chemical 'Co., Chickasha
Co., R. B. Duncan and Son, Ari
zona Machinery, Petrolane Gas
Co.. Suburban Gas Co., Delmar
Johns and Acme Gin.

On Monday morning a group
of Rainbow Valley farmers and
i~epresentatives of Buckeye Un
ion High School, Liberty Efe-

~ ~__r"--'-' .,...,,---- • mentary School and Buckeye

A SMALL army of men and
equipment from Rainbow Val
ley, Buckeye business con·

:erns and Maricopa County

tackled the job of cutting a
mile long channel fOr the
Gila River on both sldel of
Jackrabbit Roed In Rainbow

Valley so th.t once their new
bridge has been completed
the Valley will not lose tOUch
with the outside world as It

did for some time after the
January 1st Gila flood.

(Photo by The Fllrchllcb)
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TED ROCK DAM INUNDATES NEARLY
3,000 TAYLOR AND NARRAMORE ACRES

I

OFFICIALLY, the word is that
damage to Maricopa County farms in
the end-of-1965 flood down the Salt
and Gila Rivers was slight or even
trifling. But don't try to tell that to
Keith Taylor Jr. Nor to Les Nar
ramore, whose farm operation is also
in the overflow basin behind Painted
Rock Dam.

All that Taylor lost was 2,500 acres
gf grain sorghum. His wells are all
under water, too. And not a cent of
compensation coming.

The northwest cor n e r of Nar
ramore's place was inundated, 372
acres. Of that, 122 acres had just been
plowed and was ready to furrow out
for cotton. The other 160 acres was
occupied by alfalfa. Narramore is
not sure how much of the alfalfa was
drowned out; some was under water
only three or four days.

Although Narramore ret a ins
ownership of his property, the U. S.
paid him for a flowage easement. He
cannot claim damages.

The land that Taylor is - or was 
farming is just back of the Painted
Rock Dam, which is 20 miles north
west of Gila Bend. Former holders
were bought out by the Army En
gineers and leased to the State Game
and Fish Department. Not ready for
its planned development, the Depart
ment subleased most of the tract to
Taylor. He took a calculated risk,
which at the time probably didn't
.look like too much of a gamble. No
flood like this one ever occurred be
fore in midwinter.

For the very first time since its
completion in 1959, the dam was of
service in protecting Mohawk Valley,
Dome Valley and South Gila, farther
down the river. At the flood's peak,
water stood 52-feet deep against the
face of the dam. Detained water was
approximately 20,000 acre-feet. This
was m u c h less than the basin's ca
pacity of 200,000 feet, btlt it was
enough to cause a lot of trouble to
Taylor and considerable trouble to
Narramore. Had the water risen only
a little higher it would have reached
portions of the land farmed by Ed
Sisson and Ted Pearce, who are in
corporated as S.&P. Farms Co.

Weather had prevented Taylor
from making more than a 100-ton
start on his sorghum crop. When he
heard that a freshet was headed down
the Gila, he marshaled a crew and
spent the night moving pump motors.
The motors were saved but the wells
are still under water at this writing,
marked by power poles sticking above.
the surface. How m u c h the pumps
and wells were damaged remains to be
seen. ;'

On Jan. 3 the dam 0 per a t Q r

at Painted Rock, began to release
water down the Gila, but at a rate too
slow to suit Narramore, Sisson and
Pearce. They assert that their ease
ment contracts require the Corps of
Engineers to release impounded water
at a rate of from 2,500 to 5,000 cubic
feet per second, but releases have
been between 300 and 1,000 csf. They
fear that this will not get rid of tl-te
20,000 acre-feet before the predicted
spring flood roars along and inflicts
needless damage on their farms.

Application was made to the U. S.
District Court for an order compel
lin!! the Engineer Corps to step up the
release rate. Evidence was heard on
Jan. 21 by Judge Walter E. Craig.
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, On March 8th registered property owners of Maricopa County

(who have resided in the county a year or more) will vote on a
. proposed '$22,7 million bond issue, proceeds Of which would be

used to finance Maricopa's share of a comprehensive countywide
flood control program. This approval is required by the federal
government before it can make available an additional $93 mil
lion in flood control construction funds.

The Maricopa county funds (if the bond iSSue is approved)
I would be used for acquisition of necessary right of way, modifica
, tion of certain existing roads and bridges, and maintenance of a

network of flood control structures to be erected during the next
il0 or 12 years by the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers and the Soil
Conservation Service.

The federal funds would be used for construction of a corn
jJlex of dikes,dams, channels, conduits, levees and seepage pits
involving ~9 specifi-c projects located throughout Maricopa County.

Anyone in his right mind will grant the need for flood pro
tecHon.The recent costly floods on the Salt, Verde and Gila Riv
ers cost the county, private individuals and utility companies
millions of dollars. During the past forty years major fuoods were
suffered in 1926, 1930, 1933, 1936, 19411, 1946, 1954, 1959, 1963 and
1965.

The big controversy has been over the U. S. Army Corps
of Engineers' proposal, of a 2,000 foot wide channel on the Salt
I:>iver from 91st Avenue all the way to Gillespie Dam on the Gila
-River near Arlington. The Maricopa Flo(}d Control District, in reo
sponse to criticisms of fish and game enthusiasts, and keeping in
mind their responsibility to keep the channel (whatever its size)
clear after it is built, has flatly stated IT WILL A\PIPROVE NO
CHANNEL WIDER mAN 500F1EET. Such achanne!, plus pro~

posed 'Soil Conservation projects of levies, ditches and retarding
structures, not only would give relief from flood damage, but
would put to maximum use and conservation, the excess water.

The proposed projects in the west end of Maricopa County
in addition to the 500 foot channel in the Gila River, would in
clude: .. "1

HARQUAiHALA VAIJLEY - Two retarding structures to
hold water 5 to 10 days after heavy rains or runoff in the north

. end of the valley, to be released gradually into Centennial Wash,
: and thence into the Gila River just north of Arlington Feed
I yards. This project is still in the planning stage and would prob-

ably be three years away from construction.

BUCKEYE STRUCTlJRES - protecting an area from White
Tanks west to 'Hassayampa, north of the Gila River. This project
has been fully approved and funds appropriated for it in Washing
ton and could be less than a year from construction. It would
provide a diverSion floodway or dike-enforced ditch with a levee
to divert floodwater into small retarding structures (like dams) to
be held for irrigation use and diversion into a larger retarding
l'ltructure as the water level demanded.

BENDER AND SAND TANK STRUCTURE - Would do a

I
similar.. job for the southwest portion of the county in thl" Gila
Bend .·,ea.

I
-,-»eSi:: tJn'~" pruJects, all Soil Conservation plannecl, ari> ~ut

a part of the county wide program involving 29 separate but re
lated projects.

With the Army Corps of Engineers digging the river chan
nels (500 feet wide), Soil Conservation projects diverting and con-

i serving the precious water, and Maricopa County obtaining right
of way and maintaining after construction we should have a. near·
perfect solution after the bonds are' approved. The $93 million in
federal help is available becau~e "flood control costs are still a
problem of the federal government where major streams are con
cerned." The major streams are the Salt, Verde and Gila rivers.

No single group is equipped to solve our flood problems
and do some water conserving at the same time. The three groups
involved in the proposed program are, together, ideally suited
for the job. You can get it started by voting for the $22.7 million
dollar 'bond issue 'March 8th.



A STOR'f OF THE '91 FLOOD standing and their wagons,
By I. :-t. PARKMAN which they had chained to a

This story was told the large mesquite tree. When day-
author by one of the parties light came their troubles were
who had II part in the story not over. They and their horses
lome yea;'. before he died were safe but· they had no food.
and it former well·known So they went up thp. river to a
citizen of Gila Bend, Con- ditch camp where Dan Noonan
nle t-lllrrington. had a crew of Indians building
Along about 1889 or 1890, two the canal that was to irrigate

California gentlemen by the the Barney and Deft place and
names of Barney and Deft 10- other lands adj-acent. But tbey
cated a homestead on the north had no luck, the diteh crew
side of the Gila River nor.thwest was about out of grub. 'J'h""e
of Gila Bend, in what after- was nothing to do bnt eat r· 
wards became known as Citrus bits, and there were ~ll '1

Valley. 13eing Californians, they cottontails. Hyatt's dog .oad Ii\\'

had seen the citrus fruit indus- out with them and so with h m
try growing by leaps and bounds and rocks they were able til
in their home state and saw keep in rabbit meat for a WE

no reason why it should not or m<>re. It was about ;:) oJ. 'S

flourish in Arizona. So they before they were able 1,.' tl' 5

placed an order for a carload the river and get hOD ~

of citrus trees - oranges, lem- After the river had It
ons, etc. - with California nur- back within its bounds thp J 
serymen, for delivery over the atts and Connie and Theron de
Southern Pacific railroad to Gi- cided they would try and cross.
la Bend. In due time the trees to the Gila Bend side and go I
arrived,a whole carload. con-I home. 'Fixing up the old wagon
nie 'Harrington and Theron box into better sbape for a boat.
Dykes were hired with their' they put Mrs. Hyatt inoo it and
wagons and teams to make de- Mr. Hyatt piloted it across the
livery of the trees to the ranch. river. The other two men went
Connie loaded two wagons, with UiP the river a mile or so, got:
a six-horse team, and Theron a large dry cottonwood log and
had two wagons with tour hors- set it afloat. Clinging 00 this
~s. They left Gila Bend on the they managed to steer it to the
morning of February 23, 1891 south side and home. As the
for the ranch of Barney and 'hills were covered with grass
Deft and arrived there about they left their horses on the
two or three o'clock that after- north side until the river got
noon, after crossing the river at back to normal.
the Bob Hyatt place. After the flood was past the

As it had been raining off proposition of making a citrus
and on for a day or so the Gila farm of the Barney and Deft
River was rising slowly when homestead was given up and
they crossed it about"noon and the two gentlemen, as far as it
they hurried "heir unloading so is known, returned to Califor·
they could get back to the south nia. They at least had dOll

side before it got dark and be~ service for the locality,
fore the river got too deep for they gave it the name, '~
rording. When they arrived back Valley," and it has bt>en kl1
at the Hyatt place the river as such ever since.
was already too high to ford so Several years later
there was nothing to do but tempt was made to reclt4im
unhook t~eir teams and camp I farm the valley hut tJ
for the nIght. Ifell through and it lay If

This done, and getting. their until a few years ago a
supper over. a ca~pfire they of Buckeye men went do."
unrolled thell' beds 10 the emp- there and put in irrigation wells
ty wa~ons and settled down for and pumps and now it is a thriv
the ntght. About midnight Con- ing cotton.q>roducing area.
nie awoke and heard water
gurgling around the wagon. On
looking, he saw it was .almost
up to the wagon bed. He quick-
ly awoke Theron and they de-
cided they had best swim the.
horses to safety.

The Hyatt house sat on a lit
tle elevation with a depression
north of the house between it
and the mesa. The water had·
not got tip to the house yet. So
Connie and Theron herded their
ten horses toward the mesa
and across the stream of almost
ice-cold water. Each man grab
bing a horse by the tail swam
with them to the mesa and drY
land some hundred yards away.

After making sure that all
the horses were out and safe
they decided they had b~tter

go back to the house and see
about the Hyatts, mfin and wife..
Going up the stream a short i

distance they found a dry log
and placing it in the water they .
steered it back across to the,
little island on which the house '
sat. After a consultation, Con
nie took the wagon box off his
trail wagon. Using it for a boat,
they put Mrs. Hyatt in it and
the three men piloted it across
the stream to the dry land.

Before the flood was over it
had swept away everything
loose. After the flood, there was
nothing left but the house

Thursday, March 3, 1966

s

Water flowing into the Salt
: river chan~I below Granite
!Reef dam will be shut off Fri
day morning, Henry Shipley,'
SRP assistant general manager,
announced at noon today. It
will be several days before the
flow in the Tempe area sub-
Ides, however, he forecast.

un-arrival of forecast major
. torms, and continued stab-

le ather conditioris in the up-
tier areas, were the reason

f the decision to discontin c

11lng water into the river
I, Shipley explained.

"Our flow from the Verde sys·'
II: will be cut off entirely, and

y enough water to meet CW'

rent water orders will be re
leased from the Salt-Tonto sys
tem at Stewart Mountain dam," I
Shipley said, indicating that the ;
plan probably would continue
for about two weeks.

Another snow survey will be
made during the next week to
11) days. Its findings, or'a ma
jor change in upland weather
conditions, might bring about a
change in the water manage- i

ment plan on relatively shod I
notice, Shipley warned.
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200 YARDS of water covers
the Highway 80 Gila River
crossing four miles south of

Buckeye Tuesday and water· lust ordinary rainfall.
from the Granite Reef has
not reached here yet. This is (Photo by The Falrchlldl)
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Monday evenmg, FeorWiry 21, orsq~ list Wee roads in their
at the Buckeye Valley Farm respective area which they feel
Bureau meeting the Buckeye should have top priority in
farmers who are members will construction and repair. In the
have an opportunity to express past almost 100 percent of the
their desires in the annual Buckeye Farm Bureau's re
Maricopa County road improve- quests have been granted.
_ ent program. Buckeye FB president Ken

Each year far m bureaus Wood urges all FE members to
throughout Maricopa County are check the areas in which they
asked by the Board of Supervis- live and the ro.ad they use for

...' I "farm to market" travel and
. offer their suggestions for im
provements at the meeting Mon
day night.

A pot luck dinner at 7 p.m.
will precede the meeting. Mem
bers and friends are asked to
bring a covered dish and table
service for their family. Drinks,
bread, etc., will be provided by
the Farm Bureau,



DRAIN AREA
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Tempe Drain Ditch No.1, south of Western Canal
7/8/66

Western Canal at Canal Drive. Showing spillway
into Tempe Drain Ditch No. 1 on south bank

7/8/66

\



IN AREA

Gila Drain at north end of Indian Reservation
7/8/66

culvert on Interstate 10, Gila Drain on Indian
Reservation

7/8/66



LA RAIN AREA

Extension Canal looking North from a point about
\ mile south of Southern Avenue

7/8/66

Extension Canal looking South from a point about
\ mile south of Southern Avenue

7/8/66
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Tempe Drain Ditch No. 1 south of Warner Road
7/8/66

Tempe Drain Ditch No. 1 Ditch turns west ~ mile
south of Warner Road--looking west

7/8/66



G. ..A rn<AIN AREA

Tempe Drain Di tch No. 1 at Ray Road
7/8/66

Tempe Drain Ditch No. 1 ~ mile south of Williams
Field Road

7/8/66



GILA DRAIN AREA

Culvert on Tempe Drain Ditch No. I, just south
of Western Canal

7/8/66
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Culvert on Tempe Drain Ditch No. I, near Elliott
Road

7/8/66



!.LA ORA1:N' AREA

Culvert on Tempe Drain Ditch No. I, near Elliott
Road

7/8/66

Culvert on Tempe Drain Ditch No. I, near
Warner Road

7/8/66



it.. AREA

Gila Drain about 1 mile west of Maricopa Road
7/8/66

}

Gila Drain south of Lone Butte
7/8/66
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Extension Canal looking West along Baseline Road.
High lined ditch is canal, low ditch is waste
water and pump water that goes to Tempe Canal.

7/8/66

Western Canal looking east from Extension Road
7/S/66
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D. AREA

Western Canal looking west from Extension Road
7/8/66

J

Western Canal at Alma School Road
7/8/66



MIN AR:eA

Western Canal looking West from Dobson Road
7/8/66

)

Gates in Western Canal at Dobson Road
7/8/66



ItA DRAlN AREA

Western Canal looking West from Tempe Canal
7/8/66

Tempe Canal North of Western Canal
7/8/66



GIL DRAIN AREA

Gates in Tempe Canal, North side of Western Canal
7/8/66

Canal alongside Price Road, south of Western Canal
7/8/66




