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4 May 4,1983 Holly Acres Levee Clouded x Holly Acres, Maricopa County, Floods Since 1978, Citizen's Flood Control Advisory Board, Stan Smith, Flood Control District,
Board of Supervisors, Levee, Gila and Salt Rivers, 123rd and 112th Avenues, Repair, McMicken Dam, Air Force

2 June 13, 1983 Cemetery for Pets Relocated x Maricopa County Rabies and Animal Control, Humane Society, 14th Avenue, Hatcher Road, 37th Avenue and Deer Valley
Drive, Adobe Dam, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Right of Way, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Arizona Canal

I Diversion Channel, Gravesite, Bone Yard, Sunnyslope

3 July 20, 1983 Agua Fria Bridge at Indian School Finally Opens x Indian School Road Bridge, Agua Fria River, Litchfield Park, Phoenix, Damaged, 1980 Flood, Bridge on Buckeye Road,
Avondale, Delayed by Suite, Maricopa County, Sand-and-Gravel Companies, David R. Johnson, Maricopa County Flood Control
District, Collapsed, Narrowed River Channel, Erosion

5 August 25, 1983 Construction Scheduled x Northwest Phoenix, Glendale, Peoria, M.M. Sundt Company, New River Dam, John Rodriguez, Maricopa County Flood Control
District, North Phoenix Flood Control and Stream Protection Project, Army Corps of Engineers, Dream Draw Dam on Northern
Avenue, Cave Buttes Dam on Cave Creek Wash, Adobe Dam on Skunk Creek

6 November 28, 1983 Flood-Diversion Project to Enter New Phase x New River Dam, Phoenix, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Dan Sagramoso, Novel Canal-Diversion, Floodwaters,
Authorized by Congress in 1965, Funnel Excess Water Out, Arizona Canal, Existing Rivers, 1972,2,600 Homes Damaged,
Northeast Phoenix Area, New Dam, Skunk Creek, Jomax Road and 75th Avenue, Dream Draw Dam - 1973, Cave Buttes Dam -
1980 , Adobe Dam - 1982

7 December 2, 1983 Skunk Creek, New River Dam Ceremonies - x Skunk Creek Channelization Project, New River Dam, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Maricopa County Flood Control District,
Flood Control Gets Boost Black Canyon Highway, 1-17, Happy Valley Road, Adobe Dam, Phoenix, Arizona and Vicinity Flood Control Project, Dreamy

Draw Dam, Cave Buttes Dam, Arizona Canal Diversion Channel, 100-Year Flood Flows, Arizona Canal, 40th Street, Skunk
Creek, Jomax Road and 75th Avenue, New and Agua Fria Rivers, Standard Project Flood Flow, 164 Square Mile Drainage Area,
M.M. Sundt Construction Company, Rights-of-Way, Flood Control District, Cost Sharing, Arizona Department of Water
Resources, Trap the Floodwaters and Store It, Remote Location, No Recreation Features Planned, Earthfill Levee

1 December 7,1983 Ceremony Marks Flood-Control Projects x North Phoenix, Glendale, Peoria, Skunk Creek, Interstate 17, New River Dam, Adobe Dam, Deer Valley, New River-Phoenix
City Streams Project, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Dan Sagramoso, Earth-Fill
Levees, Channel Widening, Contain Major Floods, Jomax Road, 75th Avenue, 100 Years, Dreamy Draw, Cave Creek, Arizona
Canal Diversion Channel, M.M. Sundt Construction

8 December 14,1983 2 Flood Control Projects Dedicated x North Phoenix, Glendale, Peoria, Double Dedication, Skunk Creek, Interstate 17, New River Dam, Adobe Dam in Deer Valley,
New River-Phoenix City Streams Project, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Dan
Sagramoso, Earth-Fill Levees, Channel Widening, 35th Avenue, Deer Valley Road, Collect, Contain and Meter Out Major
Floods, Jomax Road and 75th Avenue, 100 Years, Dreamy Draw, Cave Creek, Arizona Canal Diversion Channel, M.M. Sundt
Construction

9 January 11, 1984 Study May OK Building in Salt, Not Agua Fria x Development Restrictions, Salt River, Federal Study, Army Corps of Engineers, Flood Plain, Avondale, Narrow, Deep Channel,
Scott Buchanan, Flood Control District, Flood Insurance, County Planners, Permits, Build Structures, West Valley, Shrinking,
Changes, Four Significant Floods, Deepened, Widened Riverbed, Clear Vegetation, Country Club Drive, East Valley, Bullard
Road, Confluence, Gila River, Agua Fria, Jomax Road, Waddell Dam, Lake Pleasant, Storms of Late 1970s, Early '80's,
February 1980 Salt River Flood

35 January 11, 1984 Construction of Storm Drain Will Resume x Methune Construction Co., Scottsdale and Camelback Roads, Army Corps of Engineers, Collect Storm Runoff, Camelback
Mountain, Indian Bend Wash, Scottsdale Fashion Square,

36 January 12, 1984 Drain Work to Restrict Intersection x Flood-drain Project, Scottsdale and Camelback Roads, Camelback Sidedrain, Army Corps of Engineers

11 January 24, 1984 Condemnation Power Approved - Supervisors x Levee, Holly Acres, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Dan Sagramoso, Board of Supervisors, Gila River, 113th to 123rd
Give Levee Project Boost Avenues, Condemnation Power, Levee Plans 1979, Dick Perreault, 1980, Sun City Posse Rent Land, McMicken Dam, Target

Shooting Range, Greenway Road and Cotton Lane
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12 January 26,1984 Homeowners Fit to be Dried in East Valley - No x Desert Vista Subdivision, Mesa, Muddy Water, 2 Feet Up Walls, July 17th, 72 Homes Affected by Flooding or Storm Damage,
One Accepts Blame for Damage from Flood Dirt Piled, Central Arizona Project Canal Drainage Ditch, Ball, Ball and Brosamer Inc., US Bureau of Reclamation, University

Drive, Ellsworth Road, CAP Project, Inundated by runoff, Signal Butte Floodway, Signal Butte Road, Signal Butte Channel,
Blocked, JWJ Contracting Co., Protect Concrete, US Soil Conservation, Flood Control District of Maricopa County, Dan
Sagramoso, Run-Around, Closed Door Meeting

13 January 26, 1984 Experts Called in to Assess Flood Damage in x Engineers, Hydrologists, East Valley, Flood Damage, Construction, Stan Smith, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Central
East Valley Arizona Project Aqueduct, Maricopa County Supervisor Tom Freestone, Pay Victims Claims, Apache Junction, Two Dam

Scheduled 1985, 1986

1 14 January 26, 1984 Picture of Denise Shows Flooded Property x Drainage Ditch of a Canal Overflowed

43 June 19, 1984 CAP-Funding Talks Must Consider Eliminating x Cliff Dam, Desert Bald Eagle, Verde River, Maricopa Audubon Society, Sierra Club, Central Arizona Project's Plan 6, Salt River
Cliff Dam, Group Says - Eagles' Nesting Places Project, Cliff Dam Environmental Subcommittee, Gov. Bruce Babbitt, National Audubon Society, Harm Eagles, Salt River Flood
Would be Endangered, Conservatives Warn Plain, Rio Salado Project, Phoenix Area, Bureau of Reclamation, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Endangered Species Act,

SRP, Horseshoe Dam, Bartlett Dam

15 July 27, 1984 East Mesa to be Declared Disaster Area x Governor Bruce Babbitt, East Mesa, Disaster Area, Federal Disaster Relief, Maricopa County, Yuma and Mohave Counties,
Torrential Rainfall, Letter to Reagan, Washington, Flood Victims, County Supervisor Tom Freestone, Flooding of July 17th,
Construction of County Roads, CAP (Central Arizona Project), County Flood Control District, Contributing Factors, Interfered
with Region's Natural Flood Plain, Stan Smith

16 July 27, 1984 County Won't Seek Federal Disaster Status x Flooding, Small Area, County Supervisor Tom Freestone, County Manager Robert Mauney, President Reagan, Private
Contractors, Government Agencies, Liable, Supervisor Georg Campbell, Mohave and Yuma Counties, Little Damage to Roads
and Bridges, Server Thunderstorm, Mesa, July 17th, 2 Federal Construction Projects, County-Road Construction, Blocked
Drainage Easements, Contributed

17 July 27, 1984 Disaster-area Status Expected for Flooded x Maricopa County, Eastern Portions, Flooding, Gov. Bruce Babbitt, Mohave and Yuma Counties, President Reagan, Federal
Maricopa County Disaster Relief, State Funds, Repair Roads, Bridge, Public Facilities, 100 Families, Forced from Homes, Thunderstorms, 4

inches Rain, July 17th, Maricopa County Supervisor Tom Freestone

18 July 27, 1984 East Valley being Declared 'Disaster' x Maricopa County Officials, 100 Homes, Heavy Rains, July 17th, Governor Bruce Babbitt, Yuma and Mohave Counties, July
13th, Federal Emergency Management Agency, State Division of Emergency Services, Colorado River Flooding, Since 1983,
Resources, Not Depleted, 4 Inches of Rain, Mesa, Phoenix, Maricopa County, Broadway Road to Southern Avenue, Signal
Butte to Sossaman Roads, Central Arizona Project, Construction Ditch, Broadway and Crismon Roads, 100 Homes Damaged,
Families Evacuated, Inundated with Mud, Yards, Foundations Undermined, Roads Torn Up, Fences Ripped Out, Server Winds,
Thunderstorms, Gust, Power Road

19 August 1, 1984 Studies May Delay Flooding Payments x Damage Claims, East Mesa, Flooded, July 17, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Stan Smith, County Supervisor Tom
Freestone, 100 Homes, 2 to 4 Inches of Rain, Thunderstorms, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, International Engineering Co., Inc.,
Wausau Insurance Co., Ball, Ball and Brossmer, Central Arizona Project, Soil Conservation Service, Oregon, Washington,
D.C., JWJ Contracting Inc., Rep. John McCain

37 August 1, 1984 Construction Firm Ordered to Leave Drainage x Army Corps of Engineers, Methune Construction Co., Flood Control Project, Scottsdale, Contract Disputes, Poor Work, Indian
Project - Contract Disputes Linger Over Work to Bend Side Drain Project, Storm Drain Pipe System, Collect Runoff Water, Arizona Canal, Indian Bend Wash, Camelback Road,
Control Flooding July 17, Heavy Rain, Scottsdale Road, Scottsdale Fashion Square, Sealed Pipe with Wall, Knock Out Wall, Drain Off Water, Silt

and Debris, Flooding, Drain Pipe Blocked, Neil Erwin, Maricopa County, Poisonous Gases Collecting

38 August 1, 1984 Keep Off 'Bridge' x Retaining Wall, Indian Bend wash, Low-Flow Channel, Hayden Road, Camelback Road, Eroded, Two Thunderstorms, 30-Foot
Gap, Unsafe Bridge

10 August 3, 1984 Phoenix Isn't Alone in Interest in 'Cliff Dam' - Phoenix, Proposed Federal Dam, Verde River, Cliff Dam, Water Rights, Mayor Terry Goddard, Rio Salado Development District,
Districts, Cities Studying Means for Water Flood Control District of Maricopa County, Arizona Department of Transportation, Central Arizona Project's Plan 6, CAP Water,
Rights, Flood Control Salt River Project, Salt and Verde River, Mesa, Tempe, Salt River Valley
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20 August 10, 1984 Drainage Law Revisions too Slow to Stop x Maricopa County Officials, Revising Flood-control Rules, East Mesa Flooding, Proposed Regulations, Development in Desert
Floods Washes, Kept Clear, Natural and Man Made Debris, Dan Sagramoso, Flood Control District, Board of Supervisors, Master

Drainage Study, Mesa, Soil Conservation Service, Heavy Rains, July 17-18, 4 Feet of Water, Damage, Runoff Diverted, Failure,
Developers, Follow Blueprints, Culverts Blocked, Trash, Illegal Dumps, Desert Washes Dammed, Block Walls, Filled In, County
Zoning Laws, Filled Washes, Home Sites, Storm Runoff, Upstream Developments, Build Retention Basins, David Johnson,
Lack of Follow-up Investigations

21 August 11, 1984 Signal Butte Floodway Dedication Set x Maricopa County, Signal Butte Floodway, East Mesa, Ceremonies, Ellsworth and Brown Roads, Second of Seven Flood-Control
Projects, Soil Conservation Service, Flood Control District, Spook Hill Dam and Outlet, 1979, Signal Butte Dam, Pass Mountain
Dam, Divert Storm Runoff, Usery and Goldfield Mountains Watershed, Retention Basin, Salt River, Stan Smith, County
Supervisor Tom Freestone, Mesa, Buckhorn-Mesa Watershed

22 August 14, 1984 Flood Victims May Get County Funds x Maricopa County Supervisors, East Valley, Supervisor Tom Freestone, Maricopa County, Damage, Earth-Moving, Central
Arizona Project, Supervisor Fred Koory Jr., Fund-Pool Proposal, Future Flooding Problems, Supervisor George Campbell,
County Manager Robert Mauney, Supervisors Hawley Atkinson and Ed Pastor

23 August 15, 1984 Supervisors Take No Action on Flood Funds x Maricopa County Supervisors, Flood Damage, Mesa, Supervisor Tom Freestone, Heavy Rains, County Civil Defense Director
Roy Bluhm, Claims for Flood Victims, Damaged Homes and Yards, Brown Road, Baseline Road, U.S. Bureau of Land
Management, Soil Conservation District, JWJ Construction Co., BBB Construction Co.

24 August 15, 1984 $200,000 Sought to Aid Flood Victims x Maricopa County Supervisor Tom Freestone, Eastern Maricopa County, Federal Bureau of Land Management, Soil
Conservation District, JWJ Construction Co., BBB Construction Co., Wait Years, Inadvertently Creating Dam, Waters, Homes,
Businesses, Heavy Rains, Maricopa County Flood Control District

25 August 16, 1984 Supervisors Postpone Fund for Flood Victims x Fund, Delayed, Maricopa County, Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, Supervisor Chairman Fred Koory Jr., Study
Complexities of Fund, Supervisor Tom Freestone, Resolving Liability, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Larry Richmond,
Supervisor George Campbell, 4 Inches of Rain, East Mesa, July 17 and 18, Heavy Rainfall, Two Federal Construction Projects,
Blocked Drainage Easements, Civil Defense and Emergency Services Department, U.S. Soil Conservation Service, U.S. Bureau
of Reclamation

26 August 16, 1984 Control Channel that Fueled Flood to be x Flood-Control Project, Contributed to Flooding, Mesa, Signal Butte Floodway, Buckhorn-Mesa Watershed, Brown and Ellsworth
Dedicated Today Roads, Central Arizona Project Canal, Construction, Flooding, July 17 and 18, Unexcavated Earth, Water Back-up, Overflow,

Channel's Banks, Salt River

27 August 17, 1984 2nd of 7 Projects Completed - Flood Protection x Signal Butte Floodway, U.S. Soil Conservation Service, East Maricopa County, Floodwaters, Damages, U.S. Rep. John McCain,
Predicted for East Valley Mother Nature's 100-year Calamities, Protect, 100-year Flood Levels, Spook Hill Dam, Salt River, Inundation, Muddy Sediment,

U.S. Soil Conservation Service, Brown Road, Crismon Road, Bush Highway

28 September 6,1984 Supervisors Reject Flood-Aid Fund - East Mesa x East Mesa Flood Victims, Frustration, Relief, Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, Supervisor Tom Freestone, Flood Control
Residents Disturbed Over Failure to Get District of Maricopa County, Flooding, July 17 and 18, 4 Inches of Rain, Mesa, Two Federal Construction Projects, Blocked
Answers, Relief Drainage Facilities, Heavy Rainfall, Supervisor Chairman Fred Koory Jr., Supervisor George Campbell, Supervisor sHawley

Atkinson and Ed Pastor, Admit Liable, U.S. Soil Conservation Service, Central Arizona Project, U. S. Bureau of Reclamation,
Signal Bulle Floodway

39 September 27, 1984 Indian Bend Wash Water Plan Advances x Ground-water Recharge, Indian Bend Wash Area, Scottsdale, U.S. House of Representatives, Rep. Eldon Rudd, Army Corps of
Engineers, State Law, Water-Augmentation, 7 1/2 Miles of parkland, Rainwater, Salt River, Maricopa County, U.S. Bureau of
Outdoor Recreation, Water Conservation, Ground Subsidence, Earth Sinks, Settles

29 November 14, 1984 U.S. Refuses to Release Data on Mesa Flood - x U.S. Department of Interior, Arizona, Cause of Flooding, East Mesa, U.S. Representative John McCain, 200 Victims, July 17
200 Victims of Deluge, McCain Staff 'in dark' on Flooding, Liable, Final Report, Confidential, Heavy Rain, Two Federal Construction Projects, Blocked Drainage Ditches, U. S.
Cause of Damage Bureau of Reclamation, Maricopa County Civil Defense Department, Soil Conservation Service, Maricopa County Flood Control

District, Dan Sagramoso, Ball, Ball and Brosamer, Inc., Central Arizona Project Canal, Desert Vista Subdivision
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30 November 16, 1984 Flood Study Suggests Contractors at Fault x Two Contractors, East Mesa, July Flood, Central Arizona Project Canal, Ball, Ball and Brosamer, CAP Canal, Partially
Responsible, JWJ Contracting Inc., Aggravated Flooding, Signal Butte Floodway, International Engineering Co., U.S.
Representative John McCain, Wausau Insurance, Soil Conservation Service, Heavy Rains, Storm waters Backed Up, Ellsworth
and Crismon Roads, Mud, Homes, Yards, Sossaman, Bureau of Reclamation, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Seven
CAP Structure Related Damage Areas, Bush Highway, 102nd Street, Signal Butte Dike, Signal Butte Overflow, Cross-Drainage
Channels, Large Storm Flows

31 November 16, 1984 Contractor for CAP May Escape Liability in East x East Mesa, Flood Victims, Central Arizona Project, Disagreement, Federal Study, Maricopa County Study, U.S. Representative
Mesa Flooding John McCain, Bureau of Reclamation, July 17, Ball, Ball and Brosamer, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Signal Butte

Floodway, CAP Canal, Floodway Work, Did Not Contribute to Flooding, Soil Conservation Service, Dan Sagramoso, Damaged
by Two Federal Projects, Others Protected, International Engineering Co.

32 November 27,1984 Floodway Shielded Some in E. Mesa in July x East Mesa, Third Study, U.S. Soil Conservation Service, Signal Butte Floodway, July 17, Flood Control District of Maricopa
Storm, Hurt Others County, Signal Butte Construction, Central Arizona Project, Brown and Ellsworth Roads, Signal Butte Road, U. S. Bureau of

Reclamation, CAP Canal, Ball, Ball and Brosamer, CAP-Related Flooding, Wausau Insurance, Temporary Dirt Plug, Protected

I
Areas, Aggravated Flooding, JWJ Contracting Inc.

33 December 7,1984 Firm to Process Claims for Mesa Flood Victims x July Flood, East Mesa, U.S. Rep. John McCain, Flood-Damaged Homes, Central Arizona Project, Signal Butte Floodway, U. S.
McCain Seeks Help for those Ineligible for Bureau of Reclamation, Ball, Ball and Brosamer, JWJ Contracting Inc., Wausau of America

34 December 21,1984 Processing of Flood-Damaged Claims to Begin x Wausau Insurance Co., East Mesa Residents, July 17 and 18, Central Arizona Project Canal, Rep. John McCain,
Reimbursement to Homeowners, Ball, Ball and Brosamer, CAP Canal, U. S. Bureau of Reclamation, Maricopa County Flood
Control District, Maricopa County Civil Defense Department, JWJ Contracting Inc., Signal Butte Floodway

62 January 17, 1985 Flood Aid OK'd in 3 State Counties x Mesa, President Regan, Aid, Flooding in July, Federal Emergency Management Administration, Maricopa, Mohave, Yuma,
Heavy Rains, July 12-22, Gov. Bruce Babbitt, Rep. John McCain, FEMA, Process Flood Damage Claims, Richard Colson,
Director of Arizona Department of Emergency and Military Affairs, Public Facilities, Buildings, Roadways, Loans, Medical
Expenses, Unemployment Benefits, Wausau Insurance Cos., Ball, Ball and Brosamer Inc., U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Central
Arizona Project, Construction, JWJ Contracting Inc., Signal Butte Floodway, Maricopa County Flood Control District, U.S. Soil
Conservation Service, Industrial Indemnity

63 January 21, 1985 Flood Aid Office Opens in East Mesa x Mesa, Disaster Assistance, Federal Emergency Management, Monsoon-Style Rains, July 17, Storm Runoff, Central Arizona
Project, Signal Butte Floodway, President Regan, Maricopa County, Mohave, Yuma

64 January 28,1985 53 Valley Residents File Flooding Claims x East Mesa, Claims for Flood Damage, Federal Emergency Management, Maricopa, Yuma, FEMA, Heavy Rains, July 17, Up to
4 inches, Water, Mud, Storms Swamped Homes, Businesses, Loans, Medical Expenses

70 February 7,1985 Proposal for 2 Ski Lakes in Wash to be x 2 Lakes for Water Skiing, Tempe, Indian Bend Wash, 2,400 Slalom Lake, 1,200 foot Ski Lake, McKellips and Curry Roads,
Discussed by Tempe Council Maricopa County Flood Control, Army Corps of Engineers, Flood Control, Hydraulics in Wash, Scottsdale Road, Salt River Bed,

Drainage Canal, Heavy Rains

65 February 8,1985 New River Dam Dedicated x Earthen Structure, 67th Avenue and Jomax Road, New and Agua Fria Rivers, Dam, Army Corps of Engineers

66 April 17, 1985 Water Storage Urged for Roosevelt Dam; x Stewart Udall, Theodore Roosevelt Dam, Rio Salado Project, Salt River, Central Arizona Project, Gov. Bruce Babbitt, Congress,
'Forget Flood Control' CAP, Plan 6, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Central Arizona Water Conservation District, Water-Storage System, Salt and Verde

Rivers, Phoenix, Salt River Project, Flood Control, 1978 through 1980, Bigger Bridges, Channeling Around Sky Harbor,
Community of Allenville Relocated, Gila River, Buckeye, Severely Damaged

42 May 24,1985 Cliff Dam Research Deadline Extended x Cliff Dam, Verde River, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Reclamation, Plan 6, Salt and Verde Rivers, Southwestern
Bald Eagle, Fish, Food, Central Arizona Project, Storage, Colorado River Water, Phoenix, CAP, Endangered Species Act,
Interior Department, New Waddell Dam, Agua Fria River, Roosevelt Dam, Stewart Mountain Dam

44 July 9,1985 Cliff Dam Plan Criticized; Compromise Sought x Environmentalists, Cliff Dam, Desert Bald Eagle, Last Remaining Streamfiows in Arizona, Charles Babbitt, Maricopa Audubon
Society, Verde River, Central Arizona Project's Plan 6, Salt River Project, Sierra Club, Wilderness Society, Roosevelt Dam, Salt
River, Rio Salado Project
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40 July 12, 1985 Funds to be Studied for Low-Priority CAP Dam x Central Arizona Water Conservation District, Federal Dam, Phoenix, Central Arizona Project, Pinal County Dam, Buttes Dam,
Gila River, CAP, CAP Aqueducts, Plan 6 Dam Projects, Water-Storage Facility, Tucson, New Waddell Dam, Modifications, San
Carlos Irrigation and Drainage District, Gov. Bruce Babbitt, Arizona Public Service Co., Salt River Project, Department of Water
Resources, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Navajo Generating Station, SRP

41 July 12, 1985 Dam's Last-Place Spot on Priority List Raises x Pinal County Farmers, Central Arizona Water Conservation District, CAWCD, Central Arizona Project, Buttes Dam, 4 CAP

I

Ire Dams, Plan 6, Gila River, Florence, Tucson, Agua Fria, Verde River, Salt River, San Carlos Irrigation and Drainage District, Gov.
Bruce Babbitt

45 August 16, 1985 Cliff Dam is Given Green Light Despite Danger x Cliff Dam, Verde River, Bald Eagles, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U. S. Bureau of Reclamation, Approval for Dam, Central
to Bald Eagle Arizona Project, Plan 6, Rare and Endangered Species Act, Citizens Concerned About the Project, Maricopa Audubon Society,

Sierra Club, File Suit to Block Construction, Rio Salado Project

46 August 17, 1985 Environmentalists Vow to Block CAP's Cliff x Environmentalists, Cliff Dam, Nest of Bald Eagles, Maricopa Audubon Society, Sierra Club, Wilderness Society, Verde River,
Dam U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Reclamation, Lower Colorado Region, Plan 6, Central Arizona Project, Provide Flood

Control, Salt River, Horseshoe Dam, Rio Salado Development District, Homes, Businesses, Resort Areas, Metropolitan Phoenix

47 August 20, 1985 Editorials - Eagles Safe - Sensible Move on Cliff x U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Cliff Dam, bald Eagles, Phoenix, Water Annually, Audubon Society, Sierra Club, Orme Dam,
Dam Confluence Salt and Verde Rivers, Yavapai Indians, Harm Lands and a Cemetery, Rio Salado Project, Bureau of Reclamation,

Gov. Bruce Babbitt, Plan 6, Arizona Congressional Delegation, Department of the Interior, Water Storage, Flood Control

48 August 22, 1985 Coalition Battles Cliff Dam x Cliff Dam, Central Arizona Project, National Audubon Society, National Wildlife Federation, Friends of the Earth, National
Coalition to Stop Cliff Dam, Environmental Policy Institute, Sierra Club, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Verde and Salt Rivers,
Impact on Eagles, Bureau of Reclamation, Storage, Flood Control, Plan 6, CAP

49 August 23,1985 National Environmental Coalition to battle Cliff x Cliff Dam, Verde River, Phoenix, National Wildlife Federation, Environmental Policy Institute, Friends of the Earth, National
Dam Audubon Society, Arizona Environmentalists, Bald Eagles, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Environmental-Impact Study, Bureau

of Reclamation, Central Arizona Project, Plan 6, Verde and Salt Rivers, National Coalition to Stop Cliff Dam, Congress, Deny
Funds, New Waddell Dam, Western Dam Fights, Rio Salado Project, 1977, President Carter, Orme Dam, CAP, Fort McDowell
Indian Reservation, Central Arizona Water Conservation District, Colorado River, Lake Havasu

50 August 31, 1985 Wishful Thinking - SRP Seeks Ways to Save x Cliff Dam, Salt River Project, Southern Bald Eagle, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Maricopa Audubon Society, Verde River,
Eagles Inundate, Bureau of Reclamation, Horseshoe Dam, Bartlett Dam, Maximum Floods, Earthquakes, Gov. Bruce Babbitt, Central

Arizona Project, National Wildlife Federation, Friends of the Earth, National Coalition to Stop Cliff Dam, Arizona Game and Fish
Department, U.S. Forest Service

51 September 3, 1985 Cliff Dam: The Battle - Sides Gird for x Cliff Dam, Northeast of Phoenix, Lobby Congress, Block Funding, Congress, Central Arizona Project, CAP's Plan 6 Project,
Congressional Fight Over Place Where Eagles Verde River, Endangered Species, Maricopa Audubon Society, Bureau of Reclamation, Sen. Howard Metzenbaum, Energy and
Dare Natural Resources Committee, Opposition to Funding, Gov. Bruce Babbitt, Sierra Club, Interior Secretary Stewart Udall, Political

'Hot Potato', Environmental Opposition, Hualapai and Orme Dams, Bridge Canyon Dam, Flooded Grand Canyon's Bridge
Canyon, Colorado River, Coal-Fired Navajo Generating Station, Environmentalists, Flooded, Fort McDowell Indian Reservation,
Salt and Verde Rivers, 1977, President carter, United Nations, Wipe Out Yavapai Tribe, Maricopa Audubon Society, Maricopa
Wilderness Coalition, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Rio Salado Development District, Peak Flows, Planned Lakes, Store
Water, Roosevelt Dam, Sky Harbor Airport, Citizens Concerned About the Project, National Wildlife Federation, Environmental
Policy Institute, Friends of Earth, National Audubon Society, Lobby Against Dam, File Suit

71 September 5, 1985 Tempe Council to Mull Future of Vacant Indian x Tempe, Indian Bend Wash, Water-Skiing Lakes, Gold Center, Drains Stormwater, Scottsdale, Salt River
Bend Wash

71 September 5,1985 Public Hearing Set on Diversion Channel x Arizona Canal Diversion Channel, Arizona Canal Diversion Channel Task Force, Reach Four, Dreamy Draw, 39th Street and
Camelback Road
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67 September 6, 1985 Panel Urges City Crackdown on Salt River x Phoenix, Crack Down on Dumping, Toxic Wasteland, Salt River, Mayor Terry Goddard's Landfill Advisory Committee, Illegal
'Toxic Wasteland' Dumping, Dumped Chemicals, Ground Water Pollution, Tires and Junk, Studies Aerial Photos, 24 Dumps, 10 Waste Ponds, 16

Landfills, 48th Street to 51st Avenue, Paint, Oil, Chemical Waste, Pesticides, Estes Landfill, Highest Levels for Cancer-Causing
Vinyl Chloride, 27th Avenue Landfill, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Hazardous-Waste Disposal at Mobil

52 September 9, 1985 Cliff Dam: Foolish Project... No More x U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Cliff Dam, Verde River, Doomed Eagles, Sonoran Desert Riparian Community, Rio Salado
Development, Flood Plain of River

53 September 17, 1985 Speaks for Eagles x U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Cliff Dam, Verde River, Doomed Eagles, Sonoran Desert Riparian Community

54 September 19,1985 Environmentalists Take Cliff Dam to Court x File a Lawsuit, U.S. District Court, Cliff Dam, Congress, Arizonans, Not United, Plan 6, Maricopa Audubon Society, Central
Arizona Project, Horseshoe and Bartlett Dams, Verde River, New Waddell Dam, Agua Fria River, Roosevelt and Stewart
Mountain Dams, Salt River, Impact on Nesting Pair, Endangered Southern Bald Eagle, Orme Dam, CAP, 1977, President
Jimmy Carter, Salt and Verde Rivers, Indians at Fort McDowell, Flood Homes, Graves of Ancestors, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Endangered Species Act, Maricopa, Notational, and Prescott Audubon Societies, National Wildlife Federation,
Environmental Policy Institute, Friends of the River, American Rivers Conservation Council and National Parks and
Conservation Association, Bureau of Reclamation, Heavy Floods, Environmental Impact Statement, Federal Rules, Phoenix Sky
Harbor International Airport, Runway Washed Out

55 September 20, 1985 Environmental Groups Sue in Bid to Block Cliff x 12 National and State Environmental Groups, Filed Suit, Cliff Dam, Central Arizona Project, Plan 6, National Environmental
Dam Procedures Act, U.S. Department of Interior, Orme Dam, CAP, Storage, Flood Control Salt River, Metropolitan Phoenix, 1977,

Verde River, Desert-Nesting Bald Eagles, Charles Babbitt, Maricopa Audubon Society, Bob Walsh, Bureau of Reclamation,
William Wheeler, Central Arizona Project Association, Colorado River Water, Final Environmental Assessment, National Wildlife
Federation, National Audubon Society, Sierra Club, Arizona Wildlife Federation, Prescott Audubon Society, Environmental
Policy Institute, Friends of the River, Wilderness Society, Friends of the Earth, American Rivers Conservation Council, National
Parks and Conservation Association

69 October 1, 1985 Project May Cause Holiday Headaches at Busy x Scottsdale and Camelback Roads, Army Corps of Engineers, Fashion Square Mall, Fifth Avenue, Old Town, 12-foot Deep
Intersection Trench, Indian Bend Wash Project, Started 1971, Drain Pipes, 68t Street and Lafayette Boulevard, Arizona Canal, Rainstorms

69 October 1, 1985 Merchant's Business Going Down Drain x Construction, Business Slow Down, Camelback, Scottsdale Road, Trench 15 Feet Deep, Saddlebag Avenue, Drainage Pipe,
Miller Road, McDonald, Hayden

56 October 8, 1985 Letters - Cliff Dam Vital x Cliff Dam, Central Arizona Project, Environmental Groups, Legal Action, Verde River, Bald Eagle, Many Benefits, Destruction
from Flooding, Dam Safety, Horseshoe Dam, Recreational Opportunities, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

57 October 12, 1985 Cliff Dam - Floodplain Insanity .. Weigh x Lawsuit, Environmental Group, Floodplain Insanity, Rio Salado, Cliff Dam, Roosevelt, Pima County Hydrologist Brian Reich,
Benefits - Sure Disaster Odds of Being Flooded, Bureau of Reclamation, Plan Six Environmental Impact Statement, Orme Dam, Social and Economic

Problems

57 October 12,1985 Cliff Dam - Floodplain Insanity... Weigh x Cliff Dam, Central Arizona Project, Environmental Groups, Legal Action, Prevent Construction, Verde River, Nesting Breeding
Benefits - A Mobil Bird Ground, Bald Eagle, Benefits, water Storage, Excessive Runoff, Captured, Flood Control, Dam Safety, Horseshoe Dam, Highly

Mobil Bird, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

68 October 22, 1985 SRP Official Says Canal's Function Outweighs x Arizona Canal, Downtown Scottsdale, Park-Like Mall, Salt River Project, Canal Bank Committee, Scottsdale and Camelback
Beauty Roads, SRP Canals, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Use of Canal Banks, Cleaned of Silt, Vegetation, Phoenix

58 November 19,1985 2 Groups Join Coalition to Lobby Against Cliff x Natural-Resources Group, Sierra Club, Block Construction, Cliff Dam, Verde River, Phoenix, National Coalition to Stop Cliff
Dam Dam, Oppose Federal Funding, Habitat, Two Pairs, Endangered, Bald Eagles, Central Arizona Project, Gov. Bruce Babbitt,

Verde River Protection Fund, Environmentalist Opposition, CAP, Plan 6, Water-Storage, Flood-Control Projects, Suit, U.S.
District Court, National Environmental Procedures Act, National Resources Defense Council, Alternatives to Cliff Dam, Rio
Salado Project, Dry Salt River Bed, Shops, Homes, Offices, Parks, National Wildlife Federation, Block Federal Funding, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Reclamation, Bartlett Dam, 1984 Amendment, 1978 Reclamation Safety of Dams Act,
Congress, Dam Repair
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0 Year Title of Newspaper Article x KeyWords

59 December 6, 1985 Building Dam with Safety Funds Ok - x Congressional Foes, Interior Ruling, Interior Department Attorneys, Cliff Dam, Verde River, Constructed, Federal Dam Safety
Congressional Foes Vow Fight in Courts Over Funds, Rep. John McCain, Federally Finance Water Projects, Plan 6, Central Arizona Project, Bureau of Reclamation, Inundate,
Interior Ruling Unsafe, Horseshoe Dam, Alleviate Potential Problems, Downstream, Bartlett Dam, President Regan, CAP Funds, McCain

59 December 6,1985 Building Dam with Safety Funds Ok - Tentative x Negotiations, State and Federal Officials, Tentative Agreement, Central Arizona Project, Final Package, Regan Administration,
Accord Allots $327 Million as Local CAP Share Gov. Bruce Babbitt, CAP Proposal, Congress, Bureau of Reclamation, Central Arizona Water Conservation District, Plan 6, Cliff

Dam, Verde River, Storage-Flood Control, CAP, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Salt River Project, Phoenix, Scottsdale,
Tempe, Mesa, Chandler, Glendale, Terminal Storage Facility, City of Tucson, Operating Agreement Between Cities, Roosevelt
Dam, CAWCD

60 December 9, 1985 Cautious Optimism on Cliff Dam x Colorado River Water, Phoenix, Central Arizona Project Aqueduct, CAP is a Ditch, Plan 6, Dam Safety Act, Roosevelt and
Stewart Mountain Dams, Cliff Dam, Verde River, Federal Dam Safety Funds, Courts, Repair, Bartlett and Horseshoe Dams,
Western Reclamation Funds, Pinal and Pima Counties

61 Decem ber 31, 1985 Waste Tax Dollars x Cliff Dam, Orme Dam, Existing Dams, Verde River, Paleoflood Study, Salt River Project, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation,
Horseshoe and Bartlett Dams, Noah Flood, Three Times Size of Previously Determined Maximum Flood, Failure on Phoenix,
Corps of Engineers, Waste Tax Dollars, Flood Bald Eagles Nests

76 February 3, 1986 84 Floods Spur Plan for System of Channels, x Maricopa County Officials, Kebba Buckley, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Eastern Maricopa County Master Drainage
Basins Plan, 13 Detention Basins, Concrete Drainage Channels, City of Mesa, U. S. Bureau of Reclamation, U.S. Soil Conservation

Service, Arizona Department of Transportation, Sue Mutschler, Crismon and Broadway Roads, July 1984, 4 Feet, Muddy Water,
Signal Butte Floodway, Central Arizona Project Canal, Damaging 150 Homes, Slow Flow form Heavy Rains, Goldfield
Mountains, East Mesa, Apache Junction, Superstition Freeway, Power Road, University Drive, Guadalupe, Elliot, Warner,
Ellsworth, Crismon, Signal Buttes

79 February 17, 1986 City of Review Water Recharging Study x Scottsdale, Recharge Water, Replenish Underground Water Tables, Pumping, Stand in Ponds, percolate, Underground
Aquifers, Indian Bend Wash, Congress, Recharge Demonstration Act, Boyle Engineering, Geology, Soil Conditions, Study,
Artificially Charged

72 February 19, 1986 Cliff Dam - Can it Weather the Storm? x Protect Valley, Catastrophic Flooding, Costly Repairs, Existing Dams, Salt River Floodplain, Cliff Dam, Plan 6, Reagan
Administration, Congress, 1978, Bureau of Reclamation, Verde River, Orme Dam, Central Arizona Project, Confluence Verde
and Salt Rivers, Salt River Project, Environmental Impact Statement, Fort McDowell Indian Reservation, Flood Wildlife Habitat,
Plan 6, One of 8 Options, Bigger Waddell Dam, Lake Pleasant, Agua Fria River, Phoenix, Horseshoe Dam, 8,700 Acre
Reservoir, Lake Roosevelt, CAP Funding, Safety of Dams Act, Gov. Bruce Babbitt, President Reagan, Gramm-Rudman Budget-
Cutting Law, Maricopa Audubon Society, National Audubon Society, Sierra Club, National Wildlife Federation, Filed Suit, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, Endangered Southwestern Bald Eagle, Horseshoe Lake, Nesting, SRP, Bartlett Dam, Sky Harbor
International Airport, Arizona State University, Phoenix City Hall, State Capitol, Old Dam Repair Cost, Winter Storms, Pacific,
Arizona, March 1978, Serious Flooding, February 1980, Most Serious Flooding of the Century, Three Storms, Stewart Mountain
Dam, 14 Bridges, Dikes, Rio Salado, Salt River Bed, Dumping, Taxpayer Expense, Treated Sewage Effluent, Other Wastewater

77 March 31, 1986 County Forced to Build Barricade Around Dams x Maricopa County, New River Dam, Four-Wheelers, Earthen Structure, County Flood Control District, Repair Erosion, Flood-
Control Dikes, Dan Sagramoso, Off Road Vehicle Users, Fenced, Vandalism, Jomax Road and 83rd Avenue

78 April 5, 1986 2 Unbridged Valley Crossings Will Close x Water Releases, Salt River, Close Unbridge River Crossin9s, McKellips Road and Mill Avenue, Salt River Project, Granite Reef
Dam, Verde River, Pacific Ocean, Arizona, South Rim of Grand Canyon, Gilbert Road, Salt River Indian Reservation

73 April 11, 1986 Local Audubon Group Labels Cliff Dam 'Waste x Cliff Dam, Maricopa Audubon Society, Central Arizona Project Dam, Rio Salado Project, 'Flood-Plain-Sited Extravaganza,
of Money' Environmental Groups, CAP, Plan 6, Building, Verde River, New Waddell Dam, Agua Fria River, Phoenix, Destroys Bald Eagles,

Arizona, Gramm-Rudman, Salt and Verde Rivers

74 May 8,1986 Dam Aid Can't be Used to Build Cliff, GAO x General Accounting Office, Federal Funds, Dam Safety Projects, Cliff Dam, Verde River, Barred Use of Money for New Dam
Says Construction, Bureau of Reclamation, Horseshoe and Bartlett Dams, Control Floods, Central Arizona Project Dams, Plan 6,

CAP, Rep. Morris Udall, Interior Department, GAO, Salt River Project, National Coalition to Stop Cliff Dam, National Wildlife
Federation, National Audubon Society
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75 September 18, 1986 Picture of Gillespie Downstream (Historical)

x KeyWords

x Tempe, Indian Bend Wash, McKellips and Curry Roads, PGA Tour Investments, Golf Center, Two Water-Skiing Lakes, Tempe
Rio Salado Commission, Water Restrictions, 1980 Groundwater Management Act, Slalom Course, Trick Skiing, Drill a Well,
Rainstorm Runoff, Serious Problems, Pumping Well Water for Lakes, Conserve, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Ed
Opstein

x Gillespie Dam, Gila River, Phoenix, Irrigation Canal, Diverts Water, Paloma Ranch
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1943 .Flood Report. .................................•~ .. 2 T~O':-rg .m- 08/43."",

Analysis of the Failure of Indian School Bridge ~: . ~a ~ OO[~~~

Assessment of Flood Damages Salt-Gila Aqueduct - Reac ~!1!~.. 0184

Assessment of Flood Damages Salt-Gila Aqueduct - Reach B... 80.4-00~9-07/84

Arizona and WC New Mexico/November 1978-March 1979 Floods .. 80.6-00-9-03/79

Compilation of Flood Data Maricopa 1965 70.6-00-1-06/67

Compilation of Flood Data for Maricopa 9/65-9/70 70.6-00-1-06/67

Compilation of Flood Data for Maricopa 9/65-9/70 70.6-00-1-12/72

Desert Floods/Southern Arizona Floods 9/62 80.5-00-1-09/62

Eastern Maricopa County Flood July 1984 80.9-00-9-07/84

Flood Aid and Damages 80.5-00-1-00/00

Flood Conditions Along Salt River 36.0-00-9-12/59

Flood Conditions Along Salt River 36.0-00-1-12/59

Flood Conditions Along Salt River 80.0-00-9-12/59

Flood Damage Report-December 1978 Flood 80.2-00-1-11/79

Flood Damage Report-December 1978 80.2-00-9-11/79

Flood Damage Report February 1979 80.2-00-9-02/79

Flood Damage Report SC Arizona & SW New Mexico 80.2-00-8-01/80

Flood Damage Report Glendale/Maryvale 80.2-00-9-06/64

Flood Damage Survey February 1980 80.2-00-9-02/80

Flood of June 22, 1972 80.2-00-9-06/72

Flood August 1963 Prescott, Arizona 80.6-00-1-08/63

Flooding in East Maricopa County 32.9-00-9-08/88

flooding in Eastern Maricopa County/1984 80.9-00-9-07/84

:looding Problems of 8/28/88 80.9-00-9-09/88

Floods of December 1965 - January 1966 Salt-Gila 80.0-00-9-12/65

Floods of October 1983 in Southeastern Arizona 80.5-00-1-03/89

Harquahala Valley Flood 9/24-26/76 04.3-00-1-11/76

Harquahala Valley Flood September 1976 04.5-00-1-11/76

North Mountain Flood of August 1943 80.8-00-1-08/43

Phoenix Flood Damage Survey February 1980 80.2-00-9-02/80

Phoenix Flood Damage Survey February 1980 80.2-00-9-04/81

Report of Flooding Near 32nd Street

and the Arizona Canal 80.9-00-1-08/86

Report of Flooding Near
32nd Street and the ACDC 80.9-00-9-08/86

Report on Flood of June 22, 1972 80.2-00-9-06/72

Report on the Arizona Floods December 16-20, 1978 80.7-00-9-05/79

Report of Flood Conditions at Phoenix Summer 1951 80.5-00-9-00/51

Storms, Floods, and Debris Flows/Arizona

and Southern California 80.0-00-0-00/00

Storms in the Phoenix Metro Area 80~5-00-1-00/00
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The Phoenix Gazette Dec. 7, 1983

Two riders stop to chat along the newly channelized,
rock-lined bottom of Skunk Creek near the Black

Canyon Freeway north of Deer Valley. That same
day, the channel, designed to prevent major floods in

Dan Milburn, The Phoenix Gazette
north Phoenix, Glendale and Peoria, was dedicated
by city officials.

Ceremony marks flood-control proiects
(;oZ8"8 North Valley Bureau

A dual ceremony, attended by county,
state and federal officials, has marked
another step toward completion of a giant
earthwork project, designed to prevent major
floods in north Phoenix, Glendale and Peoria.

The double dedication at Skunk Creek and
Interstate 17 last week celebrated a construc­
tion start on the $10.3 million New RivereDam north of Peoria and completion of a $3.5

illion channelization project associated with
Adobe Dam in Deer Valley.

The two separate earthworks are part of
the New River-Phoenix City Streams Project,
designed and funded by the U.S. Army Corps

of Engineers in cooperation with the Mari­
copa County Flood Control District.

Attending were Rep. Eldon Rudd, R-Ariz.;'
Wesley Steiner, director of the Arizona
Department of Water Resources; Fred Koory
Jr., county supervisor from Glendale; 01.
Paul Taylor, head of the corps' Los Angeles
district office; and Dan Sagramoso, county
flood-control chief engineer.

The Skunk Creek project, involving nearly
two miles of earth-fill levees and channel
widening, is designed to contain major floods
flowing into Adobe Dam reservoir northwest
of 35th Avenue and Deer Valley Road.

Finished last year, Adobe Dam is designed

to collect, contain an~ gradually "meter out"
major floods down Skunk Creek through
Deer Valley, Glendale and Peoria, county
flood-control officials reponed.

With similar purpose, New River Dam,
being built a mile north of JomAX Road near
75th Avenue (extended), is designed to
contain floods of the size that occur on an
average of once every 100 years, flood-control
officials said.

The 2,320-foot-long earthwork dam across
New River is expected to be in operating
condition by December 1984.

Since project planning regan in the 19608,
dams have been completed on Dreamy Draw,

Cave Creek and Skunk Creek. New River
Dam will be the fourth such structure, to be
followed by last-phase construction of the
17.3-mile-long Arizona Canal Diversion
Channel through north Phoenix, Glendale
and Peoria.

Overall costs, including land acquisition,
facility relocations and associated recrea­
tional improvements, are expected to exceed
$612 million by project completion date in
1990, according to corps reports.

Because of its remoteness, New River Dam
has not forced relocation of any homes or
people, county flood-control officials said.

Construction is being done by M.M. Sundt
~ :.. ,



By Doug Frerichs
Gazette North Valley Bureau

Cautiously with his shovel, the
sweating gravedigger cleared clods
from the plastic sack, unearthed
earlier by the snaggle-toothed
scoop of a backhoe.

In the cruel noon light, the faces
of the Maricopa County Rabies and
Animal Control officers looked
peculiarly pale as they signaled for
the sack to be cut.

Inside was another pet - it small
dog - that had been buried
apparently illegally in the Arizona
·Humane Society's old cemetery off
14th Avenue, south of Hatcher
Road.

By the end of last week, how­
ever, the 25-year-old graveyard for
200 to 250 cats and dogs was no
more.

The dead pets, including ille­
gally buried ones, all have been
removed. Their new grave is in the
desert near 37th Avenue and Deer
Valley Drive at the base of Adobe
Dam.

Barring further incursion by
man, it is there that creatures like
Corky Eyans, Muffet, Boo Boo,
Dukie, Hubert and Taffy Slote will
rest in peace, according to an
agreement between AHS and the
Maricopa County Flood Control
District.

A monument, to be made from
the old grave markers, will be built
at the new site this month, Bob
Sheen, AHS director, said.

As for the old cemetery, it has
become part of costly right of way
purchased for an eventual 17.3­
mile flood-control system, referred
to by its designers in the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers as the Arizona
Canal Diversion Channel.

Public purchase price for the
ne-fourth-acre parcel amounted

about $44,000, said Bill Dun­
ing, AHS assistant director.
He said some of the money will

go to building a new monument to
the reinterred pets and the rest to
improved facilities for living ani­
mals.

Relocation costs were paid for by
the flood-control district through
contract with JLB Contractors and
H&N Backhoe of Phoenix, Jerry
Bowers, head of JLB, said.

Disinternment, done en masse
rather than grave by grave, re­
quired remOVli of about 11,000
cubic yards ofdi~e added.

See • Dogs, B-2

A backhoe operator digs up
-remains of cats and dogs
buried in the Arizona Humane
Society's pet cemetery in Sun­
nyslope. The bone yard is in
the path of the planned
Arizona Canal Diversion Chan­
nel. A new gravesite is being
prepared near Adobe Dam,
37th Avenue and Deer Valley
Drive.
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Gazette Nortfi Valley Bureau

Cautiously with his shovel, the
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from the plastic sack, unearthed
earlier by the snaggle-toothed
scoop of a backhoe.

In the cruel noon light, the faces
of the Maricopa County Rabies and
Animal Control officers looked
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the sack to be cut.

Inside was another pet - a small
dog - that had been buried
apparently illegally in the Arizona
.Humane Society's old cemetery off
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Road.

By the end of last week, how­
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more.
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As for the old cemetery, it has
become part of costly right of way
purchased for an eventual 17.3­
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Canal Diversion Channel.
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Two caskets were discovered.
But except for the illegal dog,

the work was not grisly since the
cemetery had been closed to burials
for 15 years, not to mention that
many of the original pets had been
brought by their owners from old
graveyards elsewhere, Dunning
said.

Owners who wish to visit their
pets, deposit flowers or other
momentos can obtain maps and
directions at AHS headquarters,
926 N. 13th Ave., Sheen added.
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~gua'Fria bridge at Indian School' finally opens"
The reopening Thursday of the Indian School The erosio~ eventualiy led to collapse of the and Phoeni,~ Sand and Roc~'Inc. had agreed to pl!y.:

Road bridge across the Agua Fria River near bridge's eastern-end footings, he said. . the county more than $1 million to establish a neW~
Litchfield Park will make it easier for west-side The eastern end of the bridge was replaced at 8 river channel.
residents to travel to Phoenix. cost of $1.7 million. Work began in February and J h 'd th d' t . t' d l' I f" . .•.. 0 nson sal e IS nc IS eve 0 In ans or'

Since the bndge was damaged In a 1980 flood, concluded In late June, said Mike Lemons, project the new channel ,P g P ,'.,
, residents have traveled miles out of their way to use superintendent for the Tanner Cos., the contractor.' ~

.. '. ~the bridge ~n Buckeye R~ad in Avondale whenever In April, the M~ricopa. County attorney's office Work to redirec~ the flow of ~atElr and establish
the Agua Fna was filled With water. announced the SUIt against the sand-and-gravel the new channel Will have to begin soon to prepare.

"Nothing was done for years to fix the bridge, and companies had been settled out of court. Deputy for significant water 'releases expected this winter;
people got a little perturbed" because of the County Attorney Joe Duke said Allied Concrete Inc. he'said.
inconvenience, Goodyear Mayor Chauncey B. Coor ' -
said.

But many people did not realize repairs were
delayed by a suit filed by Maricopa County against
sand-and-gravel companies that operate near the
bridge, he added. ,

David R. Johnson, chief hydrologist for the
Maricopa County Flood Control District, said the
county's suit charged that the eastern end of the
bridge collapsed because the sand-and·gravel com·
panies had narrowed the river channel.

The channel's width was cut in half, forcing all
water to flow under the eastern end at a high
velocity that caused erosion, Johnson said.
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10/3/83 Wetting front: Gila River just west of 1-10 bridge.

Salt/Gila at Holly Acres 10/3/83

2



10/3/83 Gila near St. Johns before floodwaters arrived.

3



10/3/83 Santa Cruz at 1-8.

Santa Cruz River at 1-8 looking south.



10/3/83 Santa Cruz at 1-8



10/3/83 Gila River near Kelvin.



STORM DATE: October/4/1983
LOCATION: SR-85 Bridge & Gila River; Maricopa County. T18 R4W
PHOTO DESCRIPTIONS: 8R-85 Bridge over flooded Gila River
PHOTO SOURCE: Flooding Events (1983-1990)
FCD LIBRARY CALL #: 007.108
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10/3/83 Gila River near Kelvin, railroad tracks to right side.



10/3/83 Ashurst Hayden diversion dam.

10/3/83 Gila River near Kelvin.



10/3/83 Gila River looking from upstream of Florence.
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10/3/83 U.S. 89 Bridge at Florence.

10/3/83 Gila just downstream of Florence.
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10/3/83 Bridge on Santa Cruz near St. Johns before floodwaters.

10/4/83 Gila/Santa Cruz near St. Johns.
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10/4/83 Gila/Santa Cruz near St. Johns.



10/4/83 Gila/Santa Cruz near St. Johns.
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10/4/83
J

Maricopa flooded by Santa Rosa wash.
?

(.. ~ /1-

10/4/83 Greene Canal/Santa Rosa wash near Maricopa.

)?



10/4/83 Evacuation of residents from Maricopa.

J~
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10/3/83 Salt near 9lst Avenue

Water in Greene Canal 10/3/83
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Holly Acres
levee clouded

By Russ Hemphill
Gazette Southwest Bureau

HOLLY ACRES - Maricopa CouniY will soon
decide whether to spend $1.2 million or bet it won't
flood next year in this southwest VaHey community.

The decision will affect the future of a levee
designed to protect the community from the floods
it has suffered since 1978.

The levee was to be bUilt this year, but the
Legislature swept away half the $1.2 million as it
tried to balance its budget. .

The action left the county with a levee project
and only half the money needed to build it.

Finding the other half of the money wilJ be the
problem posed to the Citizens' Flood Control.
Advisory Board later this month.

The board could recommend pulling money from
other projects to pay for the levee.

Or it could decide to wait until fiscal year 1984-85
when the state reportedly will reinstate its portionof the levee project.

"It's a pretty heavy decision," said Stan Smith"
deputy chief engineer of the county Flood ControlDistrict.

The final decision wilJ be made 'by the countyBoard of Supervisors.

The county still has about $600,000 for the levee,
planned for the north bank of the Gila and Salt
rivers, roughly behree)l 123rd and 112th avenue~.

Smith told the board last week, however, that the
money is "nothing near" what is needed for "what.
would be a fair pa~t of the HoHy Acres levee." .

Smith said the levee needs another $550,000 to bebUilt.

The levee decision is complicated by competition
for money among other flood-control projects.

Chief among those projects is a $3 million repair
job on McMicken Dam, a northwest VaHey flood­control structure.

About $2 million has been committed to that
project, but the Air Force punched a $1 million hole
in the dam f4nding when they backed out of atentative agreement.

It is poss-ible the flood-control district will have to
help plug 'ihe funding hole, further draining itsconstruction fund.
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Construction will
begin within 30 days on
a 'project expected to
alleviate. flooding prob­
lems in northwest Phoe­
nix, Glendale and Peo­
ria.

Bill Duffy of M.M.
Sundt Construction Co.
said the Tucson-based'
company will begin pre­
construction prepara­
tions on the New River
Dam project in the next
week or two.
. "We'll begin actual

work on the site about
the middle of Septem­
ber," he said.

About 100 workers,
most of them new hires,
lire expected to be in­
v.olved at the peak of
construction.
=--The announcement
that Sundt had been
awarded a $10.3 million
construction contract
was made today by the
office of Rep. Eldon
Rudd, R-Ariz.~
$4 -million has oeen
~ for land acguisi­
tlOn, according to John

ROdriguez, p1!ect engl­
<neer for aricopa
County FloOd Control
~

New River Dam is the
fourth of five projects in
the $250 million North
Phoenix Flood Control
and Streams Protection'
Project headed by the
Army Corps of Engi­
neers.

The first three
projects were Dreamy
Draw Dam on Northern

Avenue, Cave Buttes - the most recently
Dam on Cave Creek cQmpleted dam on
Wash and Adobe Dam Skunk Creek.
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flood-div~rsionproiect
to enter nevv phase

project will funnel excess water out
of Phoenix streets north of the,
Arizona Canal into special channels
and eventually into existing rivers I

,outside of the city.

"The project is needed even more '
than when it was authorized by
Congress in 1965, because the
Phoenix area has become more
urbanized," Sagramoso said.

When fmished in 1991, the

By Edythe JenSen
The Phoenix Gazette

An ambitious flood-diversion
project will enter a new phase
Tuesday as work begins on the New
'River Dam north of Phoenix, Mari-
copa County Flood Control Direc- . "The existing ,Arizona Canal
tor Dan Sagramoso says. doesn't have the capacity to handle

- all the floodwater that could come
The New River Dam should ~ into the city.... In 1972 there were

completed within a year, ~e Bald, 2,600 homes damaged by water in'
settmg the stage for completlon of a the northeast Phoenix area," the
novel canal-diversion project that flood-control director said.
should permanently keep floodwa- .
ters out of Phoenix streets and The new dam will be built on the
homes. Skunk Creek confluence of New

River, near Jomax Road and 75th
Avenue, Sagramo80 said. It will be I
the fourth and last dam in the
diversion project. The Dreamy'
Draw Dam was completed in 1973,
Cave Buttes Dam in 1980 and I
Adobe Dam in 1982. ;/
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and 104 feet high with a
reservoir capacity of 43,520
'acre-feet 0 f water covering an
area of 1.780 acres. The
project is scheduled for
completion in December 1984.

The federal portion of th,'
funding for the New River
Dam amounts to $10.3 million.
with the Flood Control district
to provide $3.7 million and the
Department of Water Resour­
ces to contribute $1. 5 million,

the dam, no recreatIon
features have been planned.

Skunk Creek channelization
utilized earthfill levees with a
maximum height of 25 feetand
a channel varying in width
from 241 to 1, 700 feet.

The contractor for the
project was Lufkin Construc­
tion Company,

The New River Dam as
planned will be an earthfill
structure, 2,320 feet in length

BILL PARKER/PEORIA TIMES

A number of prominent officials were on hand Tuesday for the
BILL PARKER/PEORIA TIMES ground-breaklng ceremony for the $15.5 million New River Dam. Present

The Peoria High School Marching Band added a musical touch to the were, from left, Mike Stubler, congressional district representative; Wes
festivities during Tuesday'S ground-breaking ceremony for the Skunk Steiner, director of the Arizona Department of water Resources; Jerry
Creek-New River Dam prolects. Leading the band Is director John McCord. Nelson, manager of heavy equipment for the prolect; Fred Koory Jr., a
The ceremony, arranged under the auspices of the Maricopa County Flood Maricopa County supervisor; Nancy Wessel, a District 19 representative; and
Control District, took place at the Skunk Creek Channelization site at Col. Paul Taylor, commander of the U.S. Army Corps of Englneen, which
Interstate-17, about 1112 miles north of Happy Valley Road. designed the prolect .

Instead, the dam and the
reservoir are designed to trap
the floodwater and store it
only as long as it takes to
release it safely downstream,
Reservoir cpapcity is thus
restored to handle a future
flood.

Due to the remote location of

no relocations of people or
facilities. No permanent pool
of water will be retained in the
reservoir.

to break ground for the New
River Dam which is the fourth
and final dam to be built as
part of the "Phoenix, Arizona
and Vicinity Flood Control
Project." Dreamy Draw Dam
was completed in 1973; Cave
1lJttes Dam in early 1980 and
Adobe Dam in April 1982.

The last element in this
project is the Arizona Canal
Diversion channel which will
be designed to divert 10o-year
flood flows along the north side
of the Arizona Canal from the
vicinity of 40th Street west to
Skunk Creek.

New River Dam will be
constructed in New River
approximately 1 mile north of
Jomax Road and 75th Avenue.
It will provide flood protection
to residences and businesses
along the New and Agua Fria
Rivers

The earthfill structure will
control the Standard Project
Flood flow from a 164 ~uare

mile drainage area. (A
Standard Project Flood is
normally larger than any past
recorded flood and should be
only very rarely exceeded.)

The dam was designed and
will be built by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers. The
construction' contract was
awarded in August 1983 to
M.M. Sundt Construction
Company.

All rights-of-way were
acquired by the Flood Control
district with cost sharing by
the Arizona Department of
Water Resources. There were

unk Creek., New River DaDl cereDlonies

Flood control gets

The Peoria Times
Dec. 2, 1983

By MARGARET KEIrn
Staff Reporter

Dedica tion and ground
breaking ceremonies were
held simultaneously Nov. 29
for the $5.1 million Skunk
Creek Channelization Project
and the $15.5 million New
River Dam.

Both projects were designed
by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers.

The ceremonies were
arranged under the direction
of the Maricopa County Flood
Control District, and took
place at the Skunk Creek
Channelization site at Black
Canyon Highway (1-17) about,
Aniles north of Happy
~yRoad. '

District 3 Supervisor Fred
:Koory Jr. served as master of
'ceremonies for the event.
Distinguished guests included
U.S. Representative Eldon
Rudd, Wesley E._Steiner,
director, Arizona Department
of Water Resources; and Col.
Paul W. Taylor, Commander,
Los Angeles District, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers.

The Peoria High School'
Marching Band performed for
the ceremony which marked
the ~ompletion of the Skunk
O'eek Channelization Project.

The project was designed to
gather floodwaters upstream
of Adobe Dam and convey
them under the Black Canyon
Highway toward the reservoir
area.

l'he observance also served-

•



New River ,is. expected to be in operatin
condition by December 1984.

Since project planning began in the 19608,
darns have been completed on Dreamy Draw,
Cave Creek and Skurik Creek. New River Darn
will be the fourth such structure, to be followed
by last-phase construction of the 17.3-mile·long
Arizona Canal Diversion Channel through north
Phoenix, Glendale and Peoria.

Overall costs, including land acquisition,
facility relocations and associated recreational
improvements, ·are expected to exceed $612
million by project completion date in 1990,
according to corps reports.

Because oUts remoteness, New River Darn has
not forced relocation of any homes or people;
county flood-control officials said.

. Construction is being done by M.M. Sundt
Construction Inc. of Tucson.

inent of Water Resources; Fred Koory Jr., county
supervisor from Glendale; CoL Paul Taylor, head
of the corps' Los Angeles district office; and Dan
Sagramoso, county flood·control chief engineer.

The Skunk Creek project, involving nearly two
miles of earth-fill levees and channel widening, is
designed to contain major floods flowing into
Adobe Darn reservoir northwest of 35th Avenue
and Deer Valley Road.

Finished last year, Adobe Darn is designed to
collect, contain and gradually "meter out'~ major
floods down Skunk Creek through Deer Valley,
Glendale and Peoria, county flood-control offi­
cials reported.

With similar purpose, New River Darn, being
built a mile north of Jomax Road near 75th
Avenue (extended), is designed to contain floods
of the size that occur on an average of once every
100 years, flood-control officials said. .

The 2,320-foot-long earthwork darn across

Dec. 14, 1983

Ooz.". NMth Valley Bureau
A dual ceremony, attended by county, state

and federal officials, has marked another step
toward completion of a giant earthwork project,
designed to prevent major floods in north
Phoenix, Glendale and Peoria. '

The double dedication at Skunk Creek and
Interstate 17 recently celebr~ted a construction
start on the $10.3 million New River Darn north
of Peoria and completion of a $3.5 million
channelization project associated with Adobe
Darn in DeerYalley.

. The two earthworks are part of the New
River.Phoenix City Streams }>roject. designed
and funded by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
in cooperation with the Maricopa County Flood
Control District.

Attending were Rep. Eldon Rudd, R-Ariz.;
Wesley Steiner, diJ;ector of the Arizona Depart.

Don Milburn, The Phoenix Gazette

Deer Valley. The channel is designed to prevent major floods in
north Phoenix, Glendale and Peoria. /Ltl /) / d ~/ t(-e5

2 floo,d~control proiects dedicated
Two riders stop to chat along the newly channelized, rock-lined
bottom of Skunk Creek ~ar the Black Canyon Freeway north of

The Phoenix Gazette
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10/3/83 RWCD Outlet



10/3/83 1-10 Bridge at Gila River

SR 85 Bridge 10/4/83



10/3/83 RWCD



10/3/83 Gila at 1-10

10/3/83 Gila River west of Phoenix



10/3/83 1-10 at Gila River
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BIlL PARIlEiUPEoRiA ftmS

A number of prominent ~fflclals were on hand Tueiday for the
,~ . . BILL PARKERIPEORIA TIMES ground-breaklng ceremony for ttle $15.5 mUIIGI1 N_ River Dam. fOnnnt

,The Peoria HIgh School Morchlng Bond added a musIcal touch to the were, from lett, MIke stubler, congressional district representatlY,e; Wes
festivities during Tuesdav's ground-breaklng ceremony for the.Skunk SteIner, dIrector of ttle Arltona Department of Water ResourcMi,<:.Jerry
Creek·New River Dam prolects. Leading the bond Is director John McCord. Nelson, manager of heavy ,qUlpment for the proJecti. Fred Koory Ar" a
The ceremonv, arranoed under ttle auspices of the Maricopa County Flood Maricopa County supervisor fNancy Wessel,a District 19representatlvei and

'Control DIstrict, took place at the Skunk Creek ChannelizatIon site at Col. Paul TaylOr, commander of the U.S, Annv Corps of Englneen, whldI
Interstate-17, about 1112 miles north of Happv Volley Rood. desIgned the prole~. i .

_ e
~kruJik Creek, New River.;~Dam lceremotiies:.~~~~

'lood contrQl:<gets; bo~'~t
. ~ .•- .~. ~-.. » ••~. • , ! •

By MA1lGARETKEITH to break ground lor the New nO.,relocatlooi 01 people,or the dam, 00 recreation and 104 leet high wilh a
SId ......r '.' .,.' . Ri...r Dam which" the lourth i:fal;lUdea·'No.~1le0t,pool f"'ture8 have beenJll,anned.. reservoir capac.lty of ~3,520.•,'

Decllealloo aiid' grouod. aod final ~am to be built al;;orwaterwU1.b';~tlIl~",~~ ~Sl<uDk O"eek channelization acre.feetolwatercovenngan
bre.~remonleawere part 01 the 'Pboeolx, Ar!Iona ·.t~,tr:~t...t~.· .' ""; :_( utilUed earthfillievees with a a re~ of ~.' 710 acres. The

'belll ' ':.: ~1Y Nov;.<I9,;llod Vlc.~tl/.,nood.90otrol.4¥·itii~.li'~:lfie~ci'irliiod'.tJi:~·JiIax!mum helghtofZ;.leet.and Iproject I....eheduled for,
~~Ilon'Skunk : }'roject, Dreamy Dril~Dam~.. i d'-ned lotra . a ehanoel varymg In WIdth completloo ID December 1914.

. '. ,I.. "...., "WSI 'completed In 1m? Cave. . ~o t.al'!! es.... P fro %41'" 1 '100 It,', ., ,
.' . dOll Project .• Jllltel Dam mearly 1911Oand·l .••Qoodwater, ~nd"'tore'lt min. ee '. The federal portion of t,,"

and tJI~'~15»mV~I~,n~~.~ Adobe Dam In April "191%. ". ·{onlY-'.1 long, al4t,takel to ,T.he c.p0traclor ·for the funding lor the New River
RIver ~,_:I';;~.~"~ '. '." The lalt element 10 thll releaae It I8lely·.dowostream, . "roject was lAllkm Construe' Dam amounts 10$10.3mllll~n.

.Bl>Ib~~re(l~',. project is the Arizona Cana·l· .Reservolr,epapclt1i'" thua ••tioIICompany.. t .., . , with th~ nood Ol.n~roldlstnct
by the U',S; ~r:Corps 01 DI...raioD cbaDnel wblcb.will . restored to haDdI~~ luture,j, ~he1'l~'" River Ij)llm lis to proVIde $3.7nulUooand the'_
~!XlL"I: !~"'1 .. ,,' ":0;:; 'hi! designe(l to di...rt·!10~;eal"'-P':J"!l1;-);.,;f~<'i~~'i"':41t"il.b..med :;;"i1i be an' eartbfill Department or Willer R~ur. .

Tille "Ceremoolel were .000000wIaloogtbeDOrthalde,,~,Dueto~rem~tlonor_.,_re"';320feet'i" length ~tocon.trlbute.~,5n"lbOD:'''.T
81'T'811ged Under the direction of the Arizona Canal fnm the lMrnMaWr'" II 7~?j( ; ~rt fW£&EPtf~-m'A~1tID.;t":$~"\,.~~@~ ,'t •••

of tile Maricopa ColDlty Flood I" I Stree' .
CootrofJjIstric~;"BJld took' v CID1ty 0 ~_ to •. -
place at the Skuok ere'ek 1 Skunk Creek,. "-.
CbanDeUz8tioo site at Black . New River Dam will be
""---:Hi....w.l '(1'17) ·abolit ..tco.ost~cted 10· N.ew ·Rlver r.
~ 6" Y ..··.··approxonately I mIle north of .
( 'Illl~s north .?f Happy. Jomax R08dand 75th Aveoue.•

. "Y Road.. It will provide flood protection ..
DIstrict 3 SupervIsor Fred to residences and businesaes

Koory .Jr..aerved as masterol along the New and Agua Fr1a
ceremOOles for ~be evenJ. Ri\'en." .
Distinguished guests included '. : .
U S .. R ,. ,. '°tl - Eldon ·The earthfiU structure WIll
.. epre"4!0_ .ve, . control the Standard Project'

~udd, ,!e~ley E.-Ste,ner, Flood flow from a 164l1luare
director,.J\rizona Department mile drainage are·a. (A
of Water Resources; and Col. Standard Project Flood is.:
Paul W. Taylor, .Con;mander, normally larger than any past
Los Angeles Dlst~lct•. P"'S,~. recorded flood and should be .

Army~~f,..,e?,:. :'oilly very rarely,ex~.)•.. ~;~
. The P;eJ'$~~h'Scliool\.'The dam wal'des!pe'iI 81id".:
M8JCbiI(-~ pego~ lor .' 'wlll be built by the U.S.Anny,~
the<eremonyw~hmai'ked Corps of Engineers. The j

the ~*tio~ o~~e S~unk construction' contract was
freek Olannehzabon PrOject. awarded in August 1913 to

Tbe project was designed to M.M. Sundt Construction
gather floodwa""rs upstream Company.
of Adobe Dam and convey All rights-of-way were
them UDder the Bla~ Canyon acqul~ by the Flood Control
Highway toward the reservoir district with cost sharing by
area the Arizona Department of

rile observance also served- Water Resources. There were

Dec. 2, 1983
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GcmHN NOith VcilliY BiiriOii ment or Wilter ReSOiirCiis; Fred Kooiy Jr., county New River 'is expeCted to be in operating

A dual oeremony, attended by. county, state supervisor from Glendale; COl. Paul Taylor, head condition by December 1984. \

of the corps' Los Angeles district office; and Dan

and federal officials, has marked another step Sagramoso, county flood-control chief engineer. Since project planning began in the 19608,\

toward compJetioo of a giant earthwork project, dams have been completed on Oresmy Draw,

designed to prevent major floods in north The Skunk Creek project, involving nearly two Cave Creek and Skunk Creek. New River Dam

· Phoenix, Glendale and Peoria. . miles of earth-fill levees and channel widening, is will be the fourth such structure, to be followed

The double dedication at Skunk Creek and designed to contain major floods flowing into by last-phase construction of the 17.3-mile-Iong

Interstate 17 recently celebrated a construction Adobe Dam reservoir northwest of 35th Avenue Arizona Consl Diversion Channel through north

start on the $10.3 million Ney; River Dam north and Deer Valley Road. Phoenix, Glendale and Peoria.

· o.f Peoria and completion of .a $3.5 million Finished last yesr, Adobe Dam is designed to Overall costs, including land acquisition,

· d18nnetization project isaociated with Adobe collect, contain and gradually "meter out'~ major facility relocations and associated recreational

: .Oa'" in Deer,Valley. . floods down Skunk Creek through Deer Vslley: improvements, .are expected to exceed $612

Glendale and Peoria, county flood'i'Ontrol offi- D1JlIion by project completion date in 1990,

. The two earthworka are part of the New cials reported. . . '. d

Ri Pboen- Cit S'-- Pro.'--'"d :__>1 .. • - .' • - .. .... . •aecor iog to corps reports.

var- IX .y w ....ms """... ~'5'=, • With s.mllar purpose, New River Oam,.beIDg _... '_ .'.... '. " . .

~nd funded.by~ U.s. Arm~Corps of ~glOeer:s' .. built.a.mile 'north J>f Jomax.:Road _nesr J5th .::.Beca~~r.I~ reTo~.?ess;New River Dam has'

10 cooperation WIth the Mancopa County FIOoO Avenu~ (e*"ded), is.9esigned \9.!"ln.ta!n flOQda-..DOI. forced:reJocation, of.any ~omes. or people;

Control District. of-the size·that occur on an.average of once every county flood-control offiCials aatd.

· Attending,"""' 'Rep.' Eldon Rood, R·Ari..; ,100 y8an;, flood--eontrol officials said. . .: '. eo.:..t~ion·is bei~i: done by M.M. Sundt

Wesley Steiner; director'of the Arizona Depart- The 2,320-foot-Iong earthwork dam acl'068 . Construction Inc. of TUcson. .
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'Phoenix isn't. alone-.in interest in 'Cliff Dam'
Districts, cities studying means
for water rights, flood control
By Mary A.M. Gindhart
Republic Staff

Parties besides Phoenix may be interested in helping
to build a proposed federal dam on the Verde River to
get water rights and flood control. officials say.

Phoenix already has expressed interest in helping to
pay for the $300 million "Cliff Dam" in return for ­
water rights to supplement its municipal supply.

The officials, members of a committee formed at the
suggestion of Phoenix Mayor Terry Goddard, are
developing a funding plan that would use local money
to help get the dam built.

On Wednesday, the committee listed other groups it

believes may be interested in suppou,ing construction
of the dam. .

Among them are the Rio Salado Development
District, the Flood Control District of Maricopa
County, other Valley cities and, perhaps, the Arizona
Department of Transportation. .

"These are all groupe; that would have something to
gain," Tim Henley, corranittee chairman, said. "It may
be worth something to them to put up some money."

Cliff Dam is part of the Central' Arizona Project's
Plan 6. As currently planned, the dam would provide
about 170,000 acre-feet. of reservoir space for CAP
water. However, this space presumably could become
available to other parties if the CAP operators agreed.

The officials are acting on the presumption that
whoever pays for construction of the dam will become

-entitled to the water.

Phoenix would like to use the new water stored
behind the dam to supplement ground water used for
its customers outside the Salt River Project. About
one-third of the city's population lives outside the
SRP, where Salt and Verde river water is delivered.

Bob Mason of the SRP said the water stored behind
Cliff will cost from $200 to $300 an acre-foot and "they
are going to have to really want it badly." The $300

, would be about 10 times what SRP currently charges
for delivering an acre-foot of water.

- An acre-foot is the amount of water it takes to cover
an acre to a depth of 1 foot.

The Rio Salado Development District needs about
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'Cliff'
Continued from B13

26,000 acre-feet annually to supply
rivers, lakes and developments pro- ,
posed in and along the Salt River
bed through Mesa, Tempe and
Phoenix.

The state twice has rejected the
district's request for CAP water.
The district currently has no water
supply.

. Cliff Dam also would be used,
along with a modified Roosevelt

•

Dam on the Salt River, to provIde
flood control through the Salt River
Valley. For this reason, the commit­
tee members said the county Flood
,Control District might use some Qf
its countywide property taxes to
help build the dam.

The Rio Salado Project, as it now I

is planned, abo depends on up­
stream flood control to allow build­
ing in the Salt River's floodway.
Tim BraY, executive director of the
Rio Salado board of directors and a
committee member, said he will
determine how much it would be
worth to the district to help build
Cliff Dam.
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Condemnation power approved

Supervisors give levee proiect boost
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By Edythe Ylosi At the time, the director said, residents "were
The Phoenix Gazette so favorable toward this project, they talked

A $1.2 million levee designed to protect the about donating their land."
often-flooded residents of Holly Acres is within a A h
year of completion Maricopa County Flood s t e years passed, ho~ever, some landown-
Control Director Da~ Sagramoso says. ers refu~ed eve~ to sell theIr land to. the. cou~ty

. .. at negotIated prIces, so Sagramoso saId hIs offIce
The Board of SupervIsors gave the dlstnct the had to backtrack and obtain condemnation

clout Monday to condemn land in order to build power.
the structure, which Sagramoso said will be. .. - .
constructed along the bank of the Gila River DIck Perreault, project engmeer for the levee,
between 113th and 123rd avenues. said construction should begin on the structure

Th d t · . d"1 ted in April, and completion is set for some time in
e con emna IOn power IS or man y gran the fall

during earlier planning stages of any project, but .
Sagramoso said this one was different. Plans for When finished, the levee will protect the
the levee were started in 1979 after the most_community from a Gila River flow of up to
devastating flood in the area. _ 115,000 cubic feet per second. In 1980. 180.000

•

cfs flowed through the area. However, Perreault
said, other planned flood-control projects in the
area are expected to reduce any future flooding
to a maximum of 55.000 cfs.

In another flood-control agreement finalized.
by supervisors Monday, Sagramoso said his
department will allow the Sun City Posse to rent
land around McMicken Dam for a target­

.shooting range.

Rent charged to the posse will be $1 per year.
and Sagramoso said the group will build its own
shooting facility.

The flood-control director said the area. near
Greenway Road and Cotton Lane. is isolated and
unusable for other purposes.
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Dried
Continued from 81

accommodate the kind of water
that Signal Butte put upon us,"
'said Hal Stober, project manager
for Ball, Ball and Brosamer.

';rhe Signal Butte channel was
blocked temporarily by JWJ Con­
tracting Co. to protect concrete that
was being poured, and the channel
overflowed, according to officials of
the U.S. Soil Conservation Service.

The floodway is a joint project of
the Soil Conservation Service and
the Flood Control District of Mari.

J copa County.
ell think probably it's a combina- .

tion of factors," said Dan Sagra-
I moso, director of the flood district.
, "It just rained very hard, and it was
, complicated, I would think, by the
construction projects,"

Desert Vista homeowner Howard
Shaffer said the subdivision has
weathered many storms during the
two years since he moved in, and..

homes never flooded before.
Flood victims said they are

frustrated by the response of every­
one involved' in the construction
projects.
, "I would 'think they would have
sent someone out here to look at the
damage," said Bridget Mendoza \
who lives in the Superstition View
subdivision north of Desert Vista.

Mendoza and her husband and
three children are sleeping on the
floor on mattresses provided by the
Red 'Cross, which was the only
agency that contacted them after
the flooding.

The Red Cross also provided
food, clothing and housed them in a
hotel until they could move back
into their home, which was flooded
with 10 inches of water.

"I'm very depressed," Mendoza
said. "When you really need help
the most, they (federal officials and
the contractors) just give you the
run-around. They don't tell us
anything." ,

Government officials and con­
tractors for CAP and the Signal,

Butte project held a closed-door
meeting Wednesday to review vid­
eotapes of the flooding and aerial
photographs.

"We don't know yet who is liable
for what damages, ,and in some
cases, there may be no liability for
anybody," Bob Walsh, a Bureau of
Reclamation spokesman, said after
the meeting.

Independent studies have been

commissioned by the bureau and by Ii
Ball, Ball and Brosamer's insurance
agent, Wausau Insurance Cos.,
Walsh said.

The insurance company also will
send adjustors door-to-door to esti­
mate damages, Walsh said.

Meanwhile, the Bureau of Recla­
mation is distributing claim forms,
although officials stressed there bas
been no decision about liability.
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An aide who attended the Wednesday meeting said an idea
to set up a fund to pay victims' claims before completion of
the engineering studies was rejected by the group.

Smith said the most heavily damaged areas in east Mesa
and Apache Juction "are very much subject to flooding"

anyway.
He said his office has seven seperate flood control projects

planned for that area, including tW() dams scheduled for 1985
c()nf'.trt1('t;()n !\nn or.e f ,r 19R6 or Ii\ter.

damage before liability can be determined and citizens' claims

paid.
Work on a Central Arizona Project Aqueduct in.the area is

believed to be a factor in the damage, he added, noting it
could be about a month before results of those studies are
available. .

"I don't think a month is unreasonable, but 1 hope they
complete the studies as quickly as possible," Maricopa
County supervisor tom Freestone said. He did not attend the
WedMsday session.

xperts callecfin to assess flooa-damagehl east Valley
By Edythe Ysasi

The Phoenix Gazette
Engineers and hydrologists will be called to the east Valley

to evaluate flood damage and determine if area construction
'projects caused that damage.

Stan Smith, deputy engineer for the Maricopa County
Flood Control Department, said an agreement to bring in the
experts was reached at a meeting Wednesday between
government and construction officials.

\Smith sAid thE' exnert-- will hI' assi~npr1 t,('1 ~t\lOV thp f\0on
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Denise Shows stands in front of her home, which was flooded when the drainage ditch of a canal overflowed near it. J..4



are legitimate before they are paid.
r'TIfere lust isn't any mechanism in

any of the agencies to open up a
pocketbook and start paying off peo­
ple," Smith said. "We're going to get a
number of claims of people who sus- ,
tained flood damage that was not in
any way related to the construction ac­
tivity out there. We have to be ex­
tremely cautious in determining
liability before we start paying off
people."

Hibner said he and his two neighbors
live in custom mobile homes that he
said suffered damage estimated at a
total of $50,000.

"We were in a motel for a week after
the flooding," Hibner said. "We had 18,
to 24 inches of water in our homes. We
lost our carpeting, furniture, personal
effects. The damage to the landscap­
ing at our three homes - the lowest
estimate came in at $12,000. "

. ment office said that isn't the case.
"All it is, is a question of thezn

preparing an inventory' and us confir­
ming their damage," Murray said.
"They sure don't have to take us to
court."

One 'East Mesa flood victim, Harold
B. Hibner, said he is frustrated by hav­
ing to wait while various agencies sort
out who is responsible for the damage
to his home. Until the various agencies
determine who is at fault, Hibner said
he won't be able to collect for his
damages.

"If it is the state that is liable for our
damage, the state has its insurance
and it's got to have the money to pay,"
Hibner said. "Why do we have to wait
for a letter to go'to the president and
for the president to decide whether to
give us federal money?"

Stan Smith, chief deputy engineer at
COU1ty Flood Control, said the agen­
cies want to make sure damage claims

ontinued from page Al
of its self-insurance program ancJ a
contingency fund, according to
Freestone.

"If it's rightfully theirs, we're going
to see that they are justly compensated
for their losses," he said. "And in some
cases, like with the private contrac­
tors, insuran<;e will pay for losses."

Jim Murray at State Risk Manage­
ment said if the state is liable, its self­
insurance plan will reimburse damage
costs to victims. But West at the gover­
nor's office disagreed and said victims
flooded due to state projects would
have to sue the state to collect.

"For private indiViduals, state
dollars cannot be used, " West said.
"State dollars are only available for
public facilities - roads, buildings,
schools, that kind of stuff. We don't
have the availability of state dollars to
take care of indiVidual situations. "

Murray at the state's Risk Manage-

By Mike Padgett
Staff writer . I

G Bruce Babbitt is preparmg to dec are
E ~vMesa's flood-stricken neighbOrh~OdSt a
di:aster area and to request federal disas er
aid from Washington. .. arts of

"We are going to be proclamung p
. t to be a disaster area to free

MarIcopa Cta°tundYollars " Babbitt's press aide,up some s e ,
J West said Thursday. .
~~:will ~lso be sending a letter to th~ presI­

dent encouraging federal disas~er re~ef f~r
. Mesa and eastern Mancopa o~ y

ar~a.s ~uma and Mohave counties," 'Yest saId.
an~ Yuma and Mohave counties w~re
declar:d disaster areaSt.d~e~~~~~s~a:~~:
this month after to~en Ia r . t! WI'th the

t been m commurnca lOn
"We have no. il b·lity of federalpresident concernmg the av~, a I
disaster aid for those areas. . .ed

B bbitt's letter to Reagan was bemg readi
late

a
Thursday. West said it was eXl?ected to.be

sent to Washington today. More informatlOn
also was expected to be rele~sed t~day. 's an-

Babbitt's plans follow MarIc~pa ~ounty

t Wednesday that It WIll be c~or­

~~~;~faimS filed by flood vict~ agam:t
more government agenCIes. Coun y

~~ee~isor Tom Freestone of Mesa ~aid there
ar~ "multiple rE:asons" why the floodmg on Ju-

ly~~ h:~e~~~~truction of county roads, the
CAP (Central Arizona Project) and thte .~OI:~
Flood Control District all were con.n tU .

f b prlVa e m­factors as well as construc IOn y .d II
dividu~ls and contractors: Freest.on~ sa\ a I
the projects interfered with the regIon s na ura

~
fl~~~a~~tims are urged to complete clai~

available at the federal B~eau 0

o~tion trailer on University Dnve about
a mile east of Power Road. The phone number

iS c981-9517e7te· d fonns will be reviewed by county
omp h th will forwardCivil Defense employees, w 0 en

them to the county, state or federal agency
ted to be liable. .

~e county is liable, the county WIll p.ay.~u!
- ~- ........

M &-,sA 77z l ButJ:!...-

East Mesa
to be declared
disaster area



"jumped the gun and didn't give
the county time to work things out"
before. discussing the issue with
media.

However, it was Bluhm who
-indicated Thursday that the re­
quest was being prepared and that
all it needed was Freestone's signa­
ture.

"We were in contact with
Bluhm," said Pat Harrington, a
'spokesman for the state Division of
Emergency Services, "and he felt
certain that it (the disaster declara­
tion) was going to be approved."

Meanwhile,. Bluhm said a com­
mittee of co~nt>, flood-control and
highway engtneers next week will
begin sifting through fin~ncial-aid
applications from flood victims to
,determine which agencies they
,should be forwarded to.

N() agency yet has accepted
liability for any damage.

Government officials have
blamed the flooding mainly on the
heavy rainfall but have acknowl­
edged that two federal construction
projects, county-road _construction
and blocked drainage easements
mlly have contributed.

f'. .., -
~..,.-~; "h ..)~. -

l) -~Oy Bluhm, director of the
county's Civil Defense arid Emer­
gency Services Department, blamed
the release of erroneous informa­
tion concerning the disaster decla­
ration on state official~;_saying they

Supervisor George _Campbell,
himself acting chairman Friday

-while Koory and Freestone were out
of town, also said he declined to
take any action.

State and county officials indi­
cated Thursday the county was
expected to ask for such a declara­
tion Friday, when it would have
been added to sim'ilar statements
from Mohave and Yuma counties ­
sent to Reagan in an effort to
_obtai~ federal disaster funds.

Mauney,.explaining the -OOlinty's
stand on the Issue, said he doubted'
the county would qualify because
there was so little damage to public
facilities, such as roads and bridges.

Many residents in a 6-square-

By Pat Sallen
- Republic Staff

Maricopa County will not ask to
be declared a-disaster area, primar­
ily because flooding experienced
last week was confined to a small
area, officials said Friday.

Neither Supervisors Chairman
_Fred Koory nor Supervisor Tom
Freestone, acting chairman during
Koory's absence last week, wanted
the declaration, County Manager
_Robert Mauney said.

Noting that "it-was only one area
'of the county . affected," Mauney
said he doubted the county would
.be declared a disaster area by
President Reagan even if it asked
because of the number of private
contractors and governmental agen­
cies who may be liable for some of
the flooding.

.County won't see~f~*raldisaster status
. . __. __ rililEt -area were forced from their
Others seek aid, 82 . homes by-flooding after a severe

thunderstorm dumped as much as 4
inches of rain east of Mesa on

- July 17.

Robert Mauney
A number of private contractors
and public agencies may be liable_
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Disaster-area status expecle~­
for' flooded Maricopa-Co~nty ..
By Carol Sowers ~d Pat Sallell.~\ ::~:~:_:' :' have reported rio damage.to public fadli,tie~,
Republic Staff' .: ,':.- ,.- - All of the damage has been to bomes an.d

. . businesses.
Maricopa County. its eastern, portions.· ..'- .

particularly hard-hit by flooding;js. expected ,:"The ~nly reason. we are gom~.:~ th!s
to be declared a disaster area by Gov. Bruce-· 'extreme IS so that--lf Reagan releases tlle:
Babbitt today. fu~ds, Maricopa County will1?e included," he

The declaration is expected to,be.!added to -..~Jd~';. ,:-.~'~-,~:,': ~
similar statements for Moh~ve: ana~)l.t~l! ." _ "If,'. the preSident releases the, ll'l?ney,
counties and sent to PresidenfReagan today ,businesses can seek federal 5mB;ll Busm~8S
in an effort to free federal disaster funds, said Administration loans to help With repa1r8,
Pat Harrington, spokesman for the state and destitute h~meow~ers can ~pply for
Division of Emergency Services.. _--:- -". _ '£'~j. "'~" :$.5,~ grants,:~~d .,~o¥ ~luhm, dlre~to~ of.

W
't'- -t ~ d' I d' te-f··x;.·~h 's.....te·.·; Mll.l-l,.COpa County CIVil Defense and-~er-,
1,nOU Ie era lSas if unQ&(-'~ es li<1 , •. ' S 'J. D . t -'& '.". -'

t offer help to those whosibuSi~esseS~or-'-" ge,n~¥ __ .er~l"es epar m~m. -~: ~' ' ;'. ' ~ •.
were wiped out, Harringto}i ~l(l. State " :In Marlcop~ County, abo~{ 100 famthes 10

funds can be used only to reP!l~r, roads; central, Phoemx and a 6-mlle-s~uare a.tea,.o~
bridges and other public facilit~es, he"said.." .. ~st·M'esawere fofced trom thell_hom~~(te~,

Harrington said Maricopa' Go..unty of.§cials:~- - Dis8ster, B4

•

Continued from Bl

thunderstorms dumped up to 4
inches of rain July 17.

Maricopa County Supervisor
Tom Freestone on Wednesday esti­
mated damage to homes. businesses
and other property to be at least
$250,000.

On Monday, Babbitt declared
Mohave and Yuma counties disas­
ter areas and released $100,000 in
state funds for about $250,000
\worth of damage-to roads and other I
public facilities in Yuma County,
alone. No estimates were available'
for Mohave County.

Storms between July 12 and last
Sunday did about $700,000 damage
to homes and businesses in Yuma
County. .

Both Yuma and Mohave counties
will be included in the request to .
Reagan for federal funds to help
repair damage to businesses and
hornes.

Babbitt's disaster declaration for
Maricopa County was stalled late
Thursday because Bluhm said he
could not locate Freestone. Free-.
stone's signature is needed on the I

cOunty's disaster declaration before.
it is sent to Babbitt.

Freestone is acting Board of
Supervisors chairman while Fred
'Koory is out of town.

Jim West, Babbitt's press aide,
said Thursday he expects the paper
y.rork to be complete today.
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East Valley being declared 'disaster'

Heavy rains July 13 caused an estimated
$1 million damage to public works and homes
in Yuma County, and an undetermined
amount of damage in Mohave County.

By Mike McCloy The Federal E~ergency Management
and Dennis Wagner Agency approves disaster loans and grants

The Phoenix Gazette once state and local agencies have extended
Maricopa County officials were preparing a all the aid they can, Pat Harrington, assistant

disaster declaration today in hopes of getting director of the State Division of Emergency
federal money to repair 100 homes damaged Services, said.
by heavy rain July 17. In Yuma and Mohave counties, public

. . . resources have been strained by Colorado
Gov. Bru~e Babbitt WIll ~ asked to. sign River flooding since June 1983.

the declaratIon and forward It to PreSident. .
Reagan, along with disaster declarations Har~lngton acknowledged Manc?pa
signed Monday for Yuma and Mohave County s resources were not depleted since
counties. - ~a~age to streets and other public works was

hmlted, even though the July 17 storm
dumped 4 inches of rain on Mesa and parts of
Phoenix.

Asked if the damage, limited to homes and
businesses in Maricopa County, could be

considered a true disaster, Harrington said:
"This is one of the difficult ones. We're
talking severe impact to some individuals.

"There is nothing between the Red Cross
and the federal government to help people in
this state. If we're talking about major
structural repair, there is nothing."

Most of the monsoon damage occurred
during the past two weeks in a section of east
Mesa from Broadway Road to Southern
Avenue, between Signal Butte and Sossaman
roads. .

During the most severe storm, a Central
Arizona Project construction ditch ~t Broad­
way and Crismon roads broke through,
releasing a river of water and mud through
several residential tracts.

Rural Metro Fire Department officials
estimated more than 100 homes were dam­
aged, and numerous families were evacuated.
No financial figure was placed on the
damage, but dozens of homes were inundated
with mud. Yards were destroyed, foundations
were undermined, roads were torn up and
fences were ripped out.

Severe winds have accompanied several of
the thunderstorms, knocking over mobile
homes and ripping out aluminum siding and
patios. One gust blew the roof off a retail tire
store on Power Road, causing an estimated
$250,000 damage.

Red Cross officials said they assisted eight
east Mesa families after last week's storms.
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Studies may delay
flooding payments

•
By Mike Padgett
Staff writer

Payment of damage claims to East Mesa residents whose
hOqles were flooded July 17 may be delayed for weeks .
because several independent studies are under way to deter­
mine liability.

One of the studies is being compiled by a hydrologist in the
Maricopa County Flood Control District. At the same time,
similar studies were started by other government agencies
to see if their construction work in eastern Maricopa County
contributed to the flooding, said Stan Smith, deputy chief
engineer at county Flood Control.

"Our people are looking at the hydrology and what took
place out there and what would have taken place if none of
the construction had been there," Smith said. "We're also
looking at what might have taken place if all the projects
were completed.

"Our survey isn't done yet, and it will probably be another
10 days to two weeks before that's done," Smith said.

County Supervisor Tom Freestone said that if the county's
flood-eontrol construction work contributed to the flood
damage, its self-insurance plan will reimburse victims.

An estimated 100 homes in an area six miles square were
damaged by the storm, which dumped from 2 inches to 4 in­
ches of rain .July 17. Subsequent thunderstorms dumped
lesser amounts.

Once the county study is completed, Smith said he will
have to wait until the other surveys are finished so they can
be compared.

"If they all agree, we'll be in great shape," Smith said. "If
not, we'll have to get all the parties together again and sit
down and try to come to some common agreement."

And unless all studies use the same weather information,
"it's highly unlikely that you'll get four or five independent
studies to all come to the same conclusion," Smith said.

"Our guys are trying to make sure all the studies that are
being conducted are starting out with a common storm, that
they all agree on the rainfall that took place. At least with
that common start, they have a possibility of coming up with
the same conclusions."

Smith said the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation has hired In­
ternational Engineering Co. Inc. to determine if its construc­
tion worsened the flooding.

Wausau Insurance Co., the insurer for Ball, Ball and
Brossmer, the contractor building the Central Arizona Pro­
ject, also has hired an independent engineer; the Soil Con­
servation Service brought in its hydrologists from Oregon
and Washington D.C.; and the conservation service's con­
tractor, JWJ Contracting Co., hired a private consultant. .

All the agencies and both cbntractors have agreed to be
represented at an informational meeting for flood victims
Friday at Jonas Salk Elementary School, 7029 E. Brown
Road.

The meeting was arranged by Rep. John McCain, R-Ariz.
Smith said, "Although there's been a lot of press coverage

(of the flooding), apparently it's not getting to the people im­
mediately concerned. That's the biggest problem."
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• Changes in county zoning laws.
Sagramoso said, "All of those things are

potential causes of flooding in the area. To
some extent, all of them were in play. But it's
difficult at this point to say that a particular
homeowner. was flooded by one or more of those
factors. That investigation is under way right
now."

N:ew county zoning rules are one factor that
has triggered heated exchanges between East
Mesa homeowners .in new subdivisions and
longtime residents, Sagramoso said.

Before the mid-1970s, county zoning rules
didn't exist. Eager to get the most for their in­
vestment dollar, contractors hauled earth to
their developments and filled in desert washes.
The filled washes were then used for home
sites.

Today, homes built on that land may be flood­
ed. That's because storm runoff may be
rushing at them from newer upstream
developments where builders, obeying new
county regulations, gave desert washes clear
channels through their property. They also are
required to build retention basins in the sub­
divisions to prevent -street runoff from flooding
adjoining areas.

"Ten years ago, residential developers went
out and bladed the ground and diverted the
washes wherever the'y wanted," said David
Johnson, the county's chief hydrologist. "Now
you can't get away with that."

But with the new laws come new problems,
Sagramoso added. When new developers pro­
vide for the drainage, established homeowners
downstream "perceive that the water is being
diverted onto them," Sagramoso said.

Another factor that may have contributed to
flooding over the years - and throughout the
.county - is the lack of follow-up investigations
by the county to be sure developers followed the
thle[lrints they filed with the county,
Sagramoso said.

"What was planned, and what was reviewed
by builders and developers in their plans, may
not in fact have been put into the ground,"
Sagramoso said. "We have just one guy to in­
spect all the developers and to make sure that
what was supposed to happen, did happen."

By Mike Padgett
Staff writer

For the past year, Maricopa County officials
have been revising flood-control rules that may
have lessened July's East Mesa flooding had
they been in force.

Those proposed regulations govern residen­
tial development in desert washes and require
the washes to be kept clear of all natural and
man-made debris, said Dan Sagramoso, direc­
tor of the county Flood Control District.

A contract for the master plan has been
negotiated and the county Board of Supervisors
is scheduled to discuss it Monday.

"This is the first time that we've attempted to
do a master draihage study in that area,"
Sagramoso said Wednesday. "A lot of limited
studies have been done out there. Some by
Mesa, some by the Soil Conservation Service

Heavy rains on July 17-18 pro­
duced runoff that sent up to 4
feet of water into several East
Mesa areas. Damage was
estimated at $600,000.
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Drainage law revisions
too slow to stop floods

and some by small developers.
"This is fine, but as you get more and more

urbanized, it gets more and more com­
plicated," Sagramoso said. "The drainage pro­
blems have not been addressed in an overall
way at all."

Heavy rains on July 17-18 produced runoff
that sent up to 4 ~cet of water into several East
Mesa areas. Damage was estimated at
$600,000.

Although the flood has been partially blamed
on runoff diverted into subdivisions by con­
struction projects, Sagramoso said' other fac­
tors being examined.include:
• Failure of developers to follow their
blueprints.
• Culverts blocked with trash from illegal
dumps.
• Desert washes dammed by block walls or
filled in by subdivisions.

•

•
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Sign:al Butte Floodway dedication set
From staff reports

Maricopa County's $4 million Signal Butte
Floodway in East Mesa is scheduled for dedica­
tion Thursday.

Guest speakers for the public ceremony at 9
a.m. include Arizona Congressman John Mc­
Cain; County Supervisor Tom Freestone of
Mesa; Mesa Mayor AI Brooks; and Verne
Bathurst of the U.S. Soil Conservation Service.

The ceremonies will occur near the intersec­
tion of Ellsworth and Brown roads. Signs will
be posted to direct guests.

The floodway is the second of seven major

flood-eontrol projects planned for the East
Mesa area by the Soil Conservation Service
under the sponsorship of county Flood Control
District.

The county's first flood-eontrol project com­
pleted in East M~sa was the Spook Hill Dam
and its outlet to the river in 1979. Other projects
under construction are the Signal Butte Dam
and Pass Mountain Dam. Both are set for com­
pletion in late 1985.

The projects are designed to divert storm
runoff from the Usery and Goldfield mountains
watershed into a retention basin behind Spook

Hill Dam. From there, the water will flow into
the Salt River.

Although the floodway will not be complete
when it is dedicated, it is functional enough to
help reduce the potential for more flooding like
that of July 17-18, said Stan Smith, deputy chief
county engineer.

Claims of about $1 million have been filed by
129 flood victims, County Supervisor Tom
Freestone of Mesa said Friday.

Federal studies of the Buckhorn-Mesa Water­
shed in 1976 show that nearly 60 percent of the
watershed is prone to flooding, Smith said.
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Supervisor Chairman Fred Koory Jr. said he
will vote for Freestone's fund-pool proposal and
noted it "could be a good device to put in place
for future flooding problems."

Supervisor George Campbell said he is not
sure whether' he will vote for the proposal,
adding he is concerned about the legalities of
using county funds f(lr such 'a purpose.

County Manager Robert Mauney said the
Board of Supervisors" acting as the Board of
Directors for the Flood Control District, can
legally approve use of tak funds for such a
purpose.

Supervisors Haw~~y Atkinson and Ed Pastor
could not be reached for.comment.

Flood victims may get cO\l,nfy lunCls
government nor private contractors have agreed
formally to contribute money to the' fund,
although it has been discussed am'oiig tbe'
groups. '

"We believe Maricopa County should take the
lead," Freestone said; adding he believes once
the county makes its commitment, others will
follow.

The money would' come from flood control
funds, and Freestone sa,d he believes the counlY
could get the money- b~ck if it were determined
construction compa~jes'ilor federal projects were
liable for flood damages. I

Earlier, Freestone said he believed some of the
damage may have been caused because of
earth-moving done in connection with the

The superviSor $aid neither the federal Central Arizona Project:

Freestone said the $250,000 allocation is part
of a proposal in which federal agencies and
private contractors would .contribute pro­
portionate amounts totaling $1.2 million.

Maricopa County' Sli~:rvisors will meet in __
special session Wednesday to decide whether to'
allocate $250,000, in tax (unds to help flood
victims in the east Valley.

Supervisor Tom Freestone said today he
proposed the idea because more than 200 victims
,of last month's flooding live on fixed .incomes
and are unable to afford repairs: They face long
delays in QbtAin,ng insurance relief without the
proposed fund, he added.
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Supervisors
take no action
on flood funds

After meeting behind closed
doors for an hour, the Maricopa
County Board of Supervisors re­
fused to take action today on claims
for nearly $1 million worth of flood
damage on the east side of Mesa. /

"I'm very disappointed with the
delay," said Supervisor Tom Free~

stone, who represents the 156
people who have claimed $880,000
worth of damage to their homesi(l
flooding caused by heavy rains
three weeks ago.

Freestone blamed "legal consid­
erations" for the decision by his
four fellow supervisors to delay
action until the board's next regular
meeting Sept. 4, but he would not
elaborate.

County Civil Defense Director
Roy Bluhm said he would continue
to receive claims from flood victims
and relay them to a committee for
validation.

Freestone asked the supervisors
to approve spending $250,000 in
county tax funds to repair damaged
homes and yards in the flooded
areas bounded on the west by Mesa ­
city limits, Brown Road to the'
north, Baseline Road to the south,
and the Maricopa County line tc)
the east. Under Freestone's 'pro­
posal, the county money would be
paid into a fund and joined by the
U.S. Bureau of Land Management
and Soil Conservation District,
JWJ Construction Co. and BBB
Construction Co.

Neither the federal agencies nor
the construction companies have
agreed to contribute any money to
the fund.

Members of the fund would share
responsibility for the costs to repair
flooded areas, Freestone said, ad·
ding, "The most responsible will
pay the most money."
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$200,000 sought to aid flood victims

•

•

~ . Maricopa County Supervisor
I Tom Freestone said Tuesday he'
~ will ask 'the other supervisors to
;- approve a $200,000 allocation from'
00 tax funds to help flood victims in

eastern Maricopa County.
~ Freestone said the money would
~ go into a claimants' pool with other
~ funds, provided by the federal

Bureau of Land Management. the
federal Soil Conservation District,

JWJ Construction Co. and the BBB
Construction Co. .

He said that after claims are
paid; the various agencies will
decide which agency was most"
responsible for the flooding. '

"The ones the mOst responsible
will pay the most money," he said.

Freestone said if a claimants pool
is not established, victims may have

to wait years before it is decided
who was responsible for Inadver­
tently creating a dam that brought
waters into homes and businesses

.during heavy rains two weeks ago.

The supervisors, acting as the
Maricopa County Flood Control
District, will review. Freestone's
proposal today at 9:30 a.m.• on the
sixth floor of the County Building.



Supervisors postpone fund~cforA flopd ·victims

·Fred Koory Jr.
More time is needed for study.

By PAT SALLEN
ArIzona RepublIc Staff

A decision on a proposal to set up
what has been called ,a precedent-,
setting fund for flood victims in
eastern Maricopa County has been
delayed until September by the
Maricopa County Board of Supervi­
sors.

Supervisors Chairman Fred
Koory Jr. said the postponement
until the board's next meeting,
Sept. 4, will give members time to
study the complexities of such a
fund, which would amount to about
$250,000.

Supervisor Tom Freestone, a
Mesa Republican, had proposed
paying victims' damages from the
fund before resolving liability for
the flooding. Each victim's damages

would be determined by aD arbitra­
tor.

,The supervisors, sitting as the
board of directors of the Maricopa
County Flood Control District, con­
sidered the matter in an hourlong
executive session. They opened the
meeting to· the public for a few
minutes to allow Koory to an­
nounce that the matter had been
postponed.

None of the supervisors com­
mented during the brief meeting.

Larry Richmond, .legal counsei'
for, the Flood Control District,
declined to discuss the matter after
the meeting, citing lawyer-client
confidentiality because the board is
his client.

Freestone said after the meeting
that he was depressed by the
board's inaction.

When asked about the discussion
that took place during the executive
'session, Freestone said, the other
board members "particularly cau­
tioned" him about saying anything.

Executive sessions allow local ,
elected . officials to meet behind
closed doors to discuss legal and
personnel matters. Officials are
prohibited by law from divulging
executive-session discussion.

Another supervisor, George
Campbell, a Sco~tsdale Republican,
supported the delay.

"I think it's wise of the board,
because it's such a tremendous
precedent," he said. "A quick
decision is not the thing to do."
, A grim Freestone said early
Wednesday that he was not sure·
how he would tell flood victims that

-FJood,B9
Tom Freestone
Delay "deepens the problem. II
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Continued from Bl

the matter had been postponed.
"To ask for two weeks longer just

deepens the problem," be said.
As much as 4 inches of rain feU

on a 6-square-mile Srel east of
Mesa on July 17 and 18. Govern­
ment offICials haw blamed subse­
quent flooding mainly on the heavy
rainfall but have acknowledged that
two federal construction projects
and blocked drainage easements
colltributed.

•

More than 150 claims totalling
more than $900,000 had been
submitted to the county Civil
Defense and Emergency Services
Department as of Tuesday.

Freestone had proposed that the
two government agencies building
the projects in the area, the U.s.
Soil Conservation Service and the
U.s. Bureau of Reclamation, their'
contractors and three insurance
companies contribute to the fund.

He said Wednesday that be had
not secured commitments from all
of the entities but that they
indicated "very hopeful interest" in
participating.

•



was cut off from the lower half by Scheduled to speak at the dedi­
unexc~vated e~rth to protect con- cation are county Supervisor Torr.
structlOn, causmg the water to back . Freestone a Mesa Republican; Rep.
up and overflow the channel's. ' . . .,
banks. The channel was opened John McCam, R-Anz., Mayor Al
July 18 Brooks of Mesa; and Verne Bath-

. urst of the U.S. Soil Conservation
The channel will collect water Service, which constructed the

and direct it to the Salt River. ~_fl_ood_w_a.:...y_. _

begin at 9 a.m. near Brown and
Ellsworth roads northeast of the
Central Arizona Project canal.

Construction of the floodway
contributed to flooding over a
6-square-mile area July 17 and 18
that forced many residents. from
their homes. .

The upper half of the floodway

Part of a flood-control project
that contributed to floodiI}g last
month east of Mesa will be dedi­
cated in ceremonies today.

The Signal Butte Floodway is the
second of seven phases of flood-con­
trol structures that will make up
the Buckhorn-Mesa Watershed.

The ceremony is ,scheduled to

i • ' 1\f r. s -!~ - ~

Control channel that fueled flood to be dedicated today

u
'n
..-l

'§
p..
aJ
P':I""co
cd 0'\
t::..-l
o
N ~

'n \0
l-l..-l

<:t:
.J

aJ '0:0
,.c: '::I
H<:t: • • •



..
2nd of 7 projects completed

Flood prot~c:tion predicted for east yalley
just had ~~hows the re!lson. this
project is needed.

"It shows we can control Mother
Nature's 100-year calamities that
seem to be happening every year:·
McCain said.

The project is designed to protect
the area against tOO·year flood
levels.

The Signal Butte Floodway will
transport waters from Spook Hill
Dam to the Salt River. It also will
intercept washes and protect the
area downstream from damage
caused by inundation or muddy
sediment, Verne Bathurst, a state
conservationalist for. the U.S. Soil
Conservation Service, said.

The channel is nearly three miles"
long. It runs south of Brown Road.
between Crismon Road and the
Bush Highway.

Bathhurst said: "This project'
U.S. Rep. John McCain, R-Ariz., provides positive flood control pro­

said during the ceremony: "This is a. tection and will allow for orderly
great moment for all of us. The - development. Signal Butte is just a
dramatic and tragic floods we have - - part of a larger scene."

By Karen Fernau
Gazette Southeast Bureau

MESA - Government. officials
say the newly completed $2.4 mil­
lion flood control project east of the
city limits will protect homes and
property from floodwaters.

About 40 state, county and·
federal officials gathered Thursday
for the opening ceremony for the
Signal Butte Floodway, the second
of seven flood control projects to be

·built by the U.S. Soil Conservation
·Service in east Maricopa County. I •

Mesa Mayor Al Brooks said: "We
all witnessed the terrible havoc of
flooding last month. It is an
awesome problem. and this flood­
way is a vital part of the solution to
the problem!·

Floodwaters caused approxi.
mately $1.2' million in damages to
300 properties in east Mesa last

· month.
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Supervisors reject flood-aid fund

Continued from B1

Food

Supervisor Tom Freestone of;
.Mesa, who suggested establishment
of .the fund, said after the meeting
that he would try to persuade one
of the three opposing board mem­
bers to change his mind.

Freestone proposed that the su·
pervisors appropriate $200,000 out
of the budget of the Flood Control
District of Maricopa County to
begin the fund. The fund would pay
claims fOJ: damage with the liability
orthose involved decided later.
_ Flooding occurred July 17 and 18.

when as much as 4 inches of rain
fell on a 6-square-mile area east of
Mesa. Government officials have
blamed the flooding mainly on the
heavy rainfall but believe that two
federal construction projects and
blocked drainage facilities con-
tributed. "

Damage-claim forms totaHng
about $1 million have been submit·
ted to the county.

Supervisors . Chairman Fred
Koory Jr. joined Freestone in

- Flood, B8,>

During the discussion, the super­
visors took some heat because of a '
'decision they had made just min·
;utes before.

: The board gave tentative ap­
proval to appropriating $80,000
toward the operation of a shelter for
the homeless in downtown Phoenix
and agreeing to condemn a parcel of
land that will be included in the
shelter complex.

"It's interesting that Maricopa
County can think about funding the
Phoenix homeless," said Mary
Christensen of 320 N. lOOth Way,
the first flood victim to address the
supervisors. "Personally, I'm a little
irritated."

Phoenix Mayor Terry Goddard
personally requested the $80,000,
.emphasizing that he hopes private
business will pick up the shelter's
funding and reduce the cost to the
county and city.

Koory said he was concerned an
appropriation to Phoenix for the.
shelter would prompt other com-j
munities to ask for money. :

Goddard disagreed, saying he
believes Phoenix is handling the
transient problem for all of Mari·
copa County.

The funding and the condemna·
tion will be considered by the
supervisors for final action at their
next formal meetiog Sept. 17.

supporting creation of the fund, but
Supervisors George Campbell,',
Hawley Atkinson and Ed Pastor
voted against it.

"The whole intent of the fund
would be to admit that Maricopa
County waS liable along with the
(U.S.) Soil Conservation Service
and the contractors," Pastor said in
explaining his vote after the meet­
ing. "Our role in the whole thing
was very minimal. All we do is own
the land."

The two federal projects involved'
are the Central Arizona Project,
being built by the U.S. Bureau of
Reclamation, and the Signal Butte
Floodway, which since has been
completed by the Soil Conservation
Service.

Freestone said the county legal
staff had planned to meet with the
construction contractors and their
insurance carriers today to discuss
the fund. He said he did not know
how the supervisors' decision would
affect that meetin~.

About 40 east Mesa residents
attended the supervisors' meeting,
with many complaining that they
are not getting any help and their
homes are still dama~ed.

East Mesa residents
disturbed over failure
to get answers, relief·
By PAT SAllEN
Arizona Republic Staff

After hearing several east Mesa
flood victims express frustration at
not getting any answers or relief,
the Maricopa County Board of
Supervisors voted 3-2 on Wednes­
day against setting up a pool of
funds to aid them.

•

•

•
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u.s. refuses to release data on Mesa flood
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200 victims of ,deluge,
McCain staff 'in dark'
on cause of damage
By BARBARA ROSE
Southellt Valle, BUfeau

MESA - U.S. Department or
Interior officials in Arizona have­
refused to release reports that may
explain the cause' of flooding last
summer in, east Mesa, an aide to
U.S. Rep. John McCain, R-Ariz.,
said Tuesday.

More than 200 victims of the
July 17 flooding, which caused an
estimated $1 million in damage,
have been waiting for government
officials to decide who, if anyone,
will be held liable for the damage.

• •

District director, said the district's'
preliminary report is being re­
viewed by attorneys.

Walsh said a report from the
bureau's contractor, Ball, Ball and
Brosamer Inc., was forwarded last
week to Interior Department attor­
neys. Some flood victims blamed
Ball, Ball and Brosamer, which is
blJilding part of the Central Arizona
Project canal, for flooding in the
Desert Vista subdivision.

Victim Ron Peterson said his
home at 9439 E. Cisco in Desert
Vista "looks like a pigpen" because
he can't afford repairs until his
claim' is settled. '

, "Our family life has gone to heck
because we hate being there," said
Peterson, who has two children and
whose wife, Deborah, is pregnant.

•
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Flood' stu'd suggests contractors at fault

-

Soil Conservation Service specifications)," he
said this morning.

"We're not designers, we're constructors.
We do what we are t~ld," he said.

lllf somebody wants to implica~.-,us as
being part of this problem they had there, I
go on record that I'm not going t8' take it
sitting still," he added.

The $120;000 study was ordered by bureau
of reclamation officials after angry property
owners blamed the construction projects for
the flooding.

When heavy rains inundated the 'area,
storm waters backed .UP along the north bank
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not a legally binding trial against them" and
does not indicate legal liability.

"Our position is there has been no finding
of legal liability against Ball, Ball and
Brosamer," Jordan Ross, senior claim super·
visor for Wausau Insurance, said.

Ball, Ball and Brosamer has hired attor­
neys and is conducting its own legal and
engineering study that should be finished by
the end of November, Ross said.

Meanwhile, E.J. Johnson, president of
JWJ Contracting, said he is confident his
company is not at fault for work it did on the

.'Signal Butte Floodway.
"I.certainly know that we didn't (violate
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By Doug Snover canal with work it was doing on the nearby
Gazette Southeast Bureau 'Signal Butte Floodway, according to the

1tmSA - Two contractors building sepa- 'report. .
ate projects in east Mesa may be partly to Neither contractor was named in the

,blame for J~ly floods that damaged ~bout report, which refers only to "contractors,"
250 properties near the Central, ArIZona
Project canal, a federal study has concluded. 1'he report was prepared by International

Contractor Ball, Ball and Brosamer, which Engineering Co. and released Thursday ~y
Iwas building a portion of the CAP canal for the ~ureau and U.S. Rep. John McCam,
.the bureau, is at least partly responsible far R-Arlz.
flooding south of the canal, the study' Both companies, acknowledged today they
suggests. But the study apparently finds no were the "contractors" mentioned in the
fault with Ball, Ball and Brosamer for report, and both refused to accept blame for
{looding north of the canal. ' the flooding.

Another company, JWJ Contracting Inc., But a spokesman for Ball, Ball and
ay have aggravated flooding north of the Brosamer's insurer said the federal 'study "is
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,. ;·ontractor for CAP
tilay escape liability

east Mesa flooding
'T; -

· B~ BARBARA ROSE The federal report appears to
and PAT SALLEN fault the floodway contractor.
Atizona Republic Staff The county report concludes that

~ MESA - Scores of east Mesa floodway work, which now is'com­
flood victims may be ineligible to plete, did not contribute to flooding
collect damages from a contractor from the storm.

, because the firm's work on the
· Central Arizona Proiect canal was Since the July storm, the flood·
J ' ~ way has been completed. It was
, responsible for only some of the being built by the U.S. Soil Conser.

flooding, a federal study released vation Service and the Flood Con-
: Thursday indicates. trol District.

: The issue of liability for the
, flooding remains unclear because of Although the federal study dOOf;
J Ciisagreements between the federal not discuss liability, federal officials

study and a Maricopa County study said Thursday that they consider
I liM because other reports are the CAP contractor to be liable for
~nding. $Orne of the flooding.

The federal study, released to Dan Sagramoso, head of the
U.S. Rep. John McCain, R·Ariz., by county flood-control district, said at

• the federal Bureau of Reclamation, a news conference that although
-lists seven areas where construction some areas of east Mesa were
· of the Central Arizona Proiect canal damaged by the two federal proj-

through the Valley may have con- ects, others actually were protected.
lributed to flooding during a severe The federal study appears to
$torm July 17. agree in part.

M • The study appears to fault the
bureau's contractor - Ball, Ball he $120,000 federal study by"
and Brosamer - for flooding in International Engineering Com-

• only two areas. pany Inc. was ordered by the
: 'A report by the Maricopa County bureau in July to help determine
: ,Plood Control District, also released who, if anyone, would be held liable

Thursday, lays the blame for most for flood damage.
of the flooding on construction of A total of 248 claims for more'
the CAP canal. than $1 million in damage have

t " The county and federal reports. been filed, and more claims are
however, appear to disagree 00_ expected. .

· whether construction of the Signal McCain said Thursday that the:
a,utte Floodway, which runs into: bureau's attorneys are expected to
the CAP canal, was responsible for" decide soon, from'the study, which

, •.some of the .flooding. claims will be considered valid.

•

•

•



Floodway shielded some- 'i~-'E~-Mesa in--July storm; hurt-o-thers
By BARBARA ROSE' dumping more water on others. ' study has been forwarded to attor-
Southeut Valley Bureau The study is the last of three neys in Washington, D.C.

MESA - Government officials ordered by three government agen- None ofthe three studies specifi-
appeared to be no closer Monday to cies in July to determine who,.if 'cally discusses liability, and in some
settling damage claims for wide- anyone, would be held liable for leases, the studies appear to conflict.
spread flooding in east Mesa de- more than $1 million in damage. Officials of the Flood Control,

.spite the release of a third st\Jdy to, About 250 flood ,victims still are· District of Maricopa County, which
determine the cause ofthe flooding. waiting for deCisionS about their jointly sponsored the Signal Butte

The study by the U,S. Soil damage claims, and more people are construction, denied any responsi.
Conservation Service concludes ' expected to file claims. bility based on their recently re~
'that the Signal But,te Floodway ~ "The dialogue now on where we leased study.
one of two large construction proj- go next lies in the legatarena," said The $2.3 million floodway, com­
ects that were believed to have Verne Bathurst of the Soil Conser- pleted in August, stretches from a
,contribured to the July 17 flooding vation Service. point nor$ of the Central Arizona

. _ protected some areas while - ~ Bathurst on Monday said the =.Project canal, near Brown and

:Ellsworth roads, to Signal Butte - According to the Soil Conserva-,
Road north of Brown. tion study, a temporary dirt plug in
. An extensive study by the U.S. the Signal Butte floodway helped
:Bureau of Reclamation, which is ,the channel hold water, thus pr,
Isponsoring the CAP canal, indio :tecting some areas. '.
~cated that both the CAP and Signal But the plug, northeast of Ells­
'Butte construction contributed to worth and Brown roads, also caused

I'flooding in some areas: .water to back up and overflow the
Bureau officials have said that .channel, aggravating flooding im·

,they consider their contractor, Ball, !mediately downstream and in some
:Ball and Brs>&&mer, liable for any areas along the CAP canal, the
fCAP-relateq;flooding. However, the' 'study concludes.
lfirm's insurer! Wausau Insuran~" The plug was place~ in the
lhas ordered Its own study whIle :channel by JWJ Contractmg'Co. to
jdenying any responsibility. :. 1>rotect ongoing construction.
• I
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Continued from Bl

ictims
~cials indicated they will accept the
,_conclusions of an unfinished siudy
:ordered by Wausau. . .

McCain said he would be "aston­
isbed" if Wausau's study differed
.radically from the bureau's study,
released Nov. 1§. Both the bureau
and Wausau liired independent
engineering firms to assess what
happened during the flooding.

He said the following steps would
be taken if the contractors failed to
make a "good-faith effort" to settle
~the claims quickly:
.. • Federal officials would with­
hold "retention money."

Generally, 10 percent of the value'
of a government contract is with­
held until the job is satisfactorily'
completed.
i • McCain would push for federal
.legislation to "blacklist" contrac­
:tors who failed to settle claims
when independent studies indicated'
they.were liable for damages during
construction.

residents fro~ their homes July 17.
Many reSidents are living i

flood-damaged homes because the
can't afford to repair. them.

Th~rsd~y's meeting, called .bYi
McCa1O, mcluded representatives
of government agencies and con·
tractors involved in building
5-mite-Iong stretch of the Centra
Arizona Project canal and th
now-.completed Signal Butte Flood
way 10 east Mesa.

A $120,000 study ordered by th
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation faulte
the bureau's canal contractor Ball
Ball and Brosamer, and the flood:
way contractor, JWJ Contractin
Co., for aggravating flooding' i
some areas. '
~he study, however, said the tw

projects protected some areas.
McCain said after Thursday'

meeting that attorneys for Ball
Ball and Brosamer and its insurer'
Wausau of America, will decide it!
1.0 ~a!s the exu;nt of t~e company'.
ha~ibt~ and w111 begm processing
claims m two weeks.

He said JWJ Contracting offi.

RGf /;)-)-81 - Victims,BIO

F-r to process claims
for Mesa flood victims
McCain seeks help
for those ineligible
for compensation
By BARBARA ROSE
Southeast Valley Bureau

. MESA - Victims of a July flood
in east Mesa can expect a federal
contractor to begin processing their
damage claims in two weeks, but no
pay~ents are expected before
Chnstmas, U.S. Rep. John McCain
said Thursday.

McCain said he expects about
half of 248 people who filed claims
to be compensated by one of two
federal contractors whose multimil­
lion-dollar projects contributed to
flooding in some areas.

"There are still a large number of
claimants who will not be eligible
for compensation, and we must
continue to push for emergency
relief programs for them " he said.

McCain's remarks ~me after a
closed-door meeting that marked
the first signs of progress in settling
about $1 million in claims filed
sinc~ flooding forced scores of_

•

•
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Processing of flood-damage claims to begin
Wausau Insurance Co. has agreed to begin process- . Insurance company attorneys said claims would l>e

ing claims Jan. 2 for east Mesa residents damaged by accepted for damage as a result of the "design,.
flooding July 17 and 18 near the Central Arizona ~ construction, location or existence of the CAP,"
Project canal, Rep. John McCain's office said today. Jimenez said.

A team of adjusters will open a field office kt an 'd II M C . ,
address to be announced Wednesday, Michael Jim~nez,. For furtherinformation, rest ents may ca c am s
staff assistant to McCain, R-Ariz., said. new Mesa office;beginning Wednesday, at 835-8994.

"I am pleased that the responsible agencies have Flood victims have filed more than 250 claims for a
finally taken steps to begin reimbursement to the total of $1.75 million with the U.K Bureau of
homeowners who suffered damage during the -July Reclamation, Maricopa County Flood Control District,
17-18 floods," McCain said. "Although the delay has. Maricopa County Civil. Defense and the contractor,
been much too long, I am very pleased that action is Jimenez said.
~ingtaken."· Claims also have been filed against JWJ Contracting

~8:usau covers Ball, Ball and Brosamer, a.cotltractor -- Co.-, builder of the Signal Butte Floodway at the time of
bUlldmg the CAP canal. the flooding, JWJ president E.J. Johnson said.
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•
Study may OK
building in $alt,
not Agua Fria
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Gazette Southwest Bureau

Development restrictions on
some lands along the Salt River
could be eased as a result of a

Jforthcoming federal study.

The same study also may result,
however, in new restrictions on land
development along the Agua Frfa
River.

The Army Corps of Engineers
study, expected in two f.? three
months, generally will shrmk t~e

size of the Salt River flood plam
through the Valley.

At the same time it generally will
increase the size of the flood plain
of the Agua Fria.

If land is included in a flood
plain, it is more difficult to develop
and, once developed, more costly to
insure.

That's bad news for Avondale
officials, who have been fighting for
a narrow, deep channel through
their city. A narrow channel would
allow more land to be developed.

"Restrictions will be stiffened in
a lot of cases" along the Agua Frfa,
said Scott Buchanan, a hydrologist
with the county Flood Control
District.

The extent of the reduction or
increase in the Salt and Agua Fda
riverbeds won't be known until the
study is released and county offi­
cials are able to study it in detail,
he said.

"For the entire Salt and Gila
rivers" the flood plain will generally
shrink, he added.

For Salt River landowners, the
study may bring good news when'
the new flood plain is adopted by
the county, probably this summer.'

The study is "pretty positive as
far as some properties in marginal
zones," Buchanan said.

The study will "remove the
stigma" of being in the flood plain
for some property owners, the
hydrologist said.

Asked if the study will cause

"The study will
'remove the
stigma' of being
in the flood plain
for some property
owners."

more land to be opened to develop­
ment, Buchanan said, "it's going to

,do that exactly."

Property owners with land in a
;flood plain need flood insurance
and are subject to development
restrictions enforced by county
planners.

The county Board of Supervisors
refused last year to grant several
requests for permits to build struc­
tures on property in the flood plain
in the west Valley.

Ironically, while reducing the size
of the flood plain, the study will
also increase anticipated Salt River
flows.

At one location in the far west
Valley flows are expected to in-'
crease from 210,000 to 250,000
cubic feet of water per second.

The flood plain is shrinking at
the same time the anticipated flow
is growing because of changes in the
river channel, one county flood
official said.

"There's been a lot that's hap­
pened since the '77-78 study" of
Salt River flood plains, Buchanan
said.

The changes include four signifi­
cant floods that deepened and
widened the riverbed. he said.

There also have been man-made
projects to clear vegetation from
the riverbed and erect other flood­
control projects, he said.

The corps study covers the Salt
River from Country Club Drive in

See • Flood, SW-2
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.SCOTTSDALE - One of the Construction on the project'
city's busiest intersections soon will began last summer. It was inter­
be torn up by construction crews. rupted for several weeks during
. 'City officials said last week that· Christmas so that shoppers would
Methuen Construction Co. will re- have access to Scottsdale Fashion
sume work at the intersection of Square' and businesses near the
Scottsdale and Camelback roads. intersection.
Methuen is installing a storm drain Dan Moore, Corps project engi­
for the Army Corps of Engineers. neer, said the company could begin
The drain will collect storm runoff·. workin the next two weeks.
from the eastern side of Camelback "Everyone concerned wants to
Mountain and move it to the Indian get in there, get it done and get
Bend Wash.' out," Moore said. .

The Corps has not set a starting
date because it must coordinate the
work with city departments and
review proposed work schedules.

Methuen estimates it will take
about 30 days to complete the
project, Moore said.

Bob Berlese, manager of the city
Field Engineering Department, said
the intersection will not be closed.
Traffic will be restricted to one lane
in each direction on each street.
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Drain vvork
to restrict
• •Intersection

Gaze"e Northeast Bureau
SCOTTSDALE - Work has

. begun on a flood-drain project that
will restrict traffic at the intersec­
tion of Scottsdale and Camelback

. roads for about a month.
Construction on the Camelback

Sidedrain flood-control project by
the Army Corps of Engineers ini­
tially is restricting east-west traffic
on Camelback Road, said Bob
Berlese, city of Scottsdale field
engineering manager.

One lane is open in each direc­
tion on Camelback and no left turns
from Camelback are permitted. The
work is on Camelback west of
Scottsdale Road, he said. Off-duty
Scottsdale police officers are man­
ning the intersection.

Berlese said construction is ex­
pected to take about 30 days.
During that period, tFenching along
Scottsdale Road, north of Camel­
back, will begin limiting north­
south traffic to one lane each way,
Berlese said.



- Drainsge, Extra 2

A Meth~en official said Friday
he is relieved to be off the project.

"Our co~pany officials decided,
rather thaI) fight the battle, it was
easier- to give it away," said Brent.
G. Bingharil, Methuen project man- I

.ager. ,
,Methue and the Corps have

disagreed over contract specifica­
tions and payments for several
months. The Corps has not paid the
contractor Usince May because of
what officials claim is work that
does not meet specifications.

Of the $3.7 million contract,
$3,068,667 has been paid. Methuen
is asking for a total of about $8
million.
" Bingham said the extra money is
Deeded .because of contract delays,
weather problems, changes in the
contract and construction that was
Dot anticipated in the contract.

Recent flooding brought the dis­
pute to a head.

On July 17, heavy rain caused
,several businesses on the south­
western corner of Camelback and
Scottsdale roads to flood..

The same area has flooded sev­
eral times in the past when water'
from .Scottsdale Fashion Square
and'Camelback Road flowed south.

A pipeline that Methuen was
installing beneath Camelback Road
was designed to drain off that
water•. However, Methuen had
sealed tlie pipe with a wall to
protect downstteam construetion.

Corps officials say they had
ord,ered Methuen in July to knock
,out, the wall. The Corps' .was
concerned that water would build
up behind the wall and pressure
would cause it to collapse on
construction workers. Methuen was
Dot pumping collected water behind
the wall.

. By Ann Koonce
Northeast Valley Bureau

SCOTISDALE - The Army
Corps of Engineers has fired Me­
thuen Construction Co. as builder
of a major flood-control project in
downtown Scottsdale after months
of contract disputes and accusa­
tions of poor work.

Last week, Corps officers told
Methuen to stop work and remove
its materials from the Indian Bend
aide-drairi project.

.Officially, the Corps deleted all
remaining work from Methuen's
contract. That action leaves the
company with no future construe·
.tion on the project, but it allows
property owners to ask the coin­
paRy to repair any landscaping
,damage done during earlier con­
,struction.

The side-drain project, which
began in April 1983, is a storm-pipe
system designed to collect runoff
water from areas north of the
Arizona Canal and funnel it to
Indian Bend Wash near Camelback
Road.

Methuen's construction deadline
was to have been Sep-t. 4, but most
of the system is complete and Corps
officials said it will protect the area
from floods. '

"Most of the work remaining is
not critical to flood control." said
Maj. Dennis Dowdy, represen~tive
for the Corps district engineer in
Los Angeles. "And any ,f~t\ire

contractor that comes in to com·
plete the job will be required to
all~w drainage through the system
while he works." .,

• Construction firm
ordered to' leave
drainage .pr9ject
COntract disputes
linger over work

, to control flooding

•

•
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quested to stay away from the area, which has been
fenced and barricaded by the city. Citr field workers
Michael Bonolis (left) and Greg Shewman survey the
damage, estimated at $30,000.

A retaining wall in the Indian Bend Wash low-flow chan­
nel west of Hayden Road and south of Camelback Road
eroded during the last two thunderstorms, creating this
unsafe bridge. The 30-foot-gap is expected to be diked
with sandbags in the next few days. Residents are re-

Serving the Northeast Valley
SCOTTSDALE, ARIZ., WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1, 1984

Keep off 'bridge'

Vol. XXIV, No. 142
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A proposal to study ground-water recharge for the
Indian Bend Wash area in Scottsdale has been
approved by the U.S. House of Representatives.

The recharge plan was offered by Rep. Eldon Rudd,
R-Ariz, as an amendment to the 1985 continuing
appropriations bill, which passed 316-91 Monday. The
bill, now in the Senate, would direct the Army Corps of
Engineers to determine if the project is feasibile.

There are no ground-water recharge projects in the
state, although state law requires some type of
water-augmentation program after 1990. Artificial
ground-water recharge can be done by injecting water
or for providing ways to let it se~p into the ground.

Indian Bend Wash is a flood-control project in
Scottsdale that includes 7Y2 miles of parkland.
Rainwater in the wash is carried to the Salt River.

The Indian Bend Wash project was financed by the­
corps, Scottsdale, Maricopa County and the U.S.
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation.

"Passage of this (recharge) program will enhance the
value of the Iridian Bend Wash project and address the
key problems of water conservation and ground
subsidence in that area," Rudd, a member of the House
Appropriations Committee, said.

Subsidence, where the earth sinks in or settles,
occurs when ground water is removed and not replaced.

. \
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APdam

Service Co., Salt River project, -'_ study.
Tucson, Phoenix, the state Depart- Clark will study the possibility of
ment of Water Resources, and the helping to fund Buttes with reve.
Maricopa County Flood Control nues from sales of electricity from
Distrct. the Navajo Generating Station at

After Wuertz made his objec. - Page. The revenues al80 have been
tions, the district's acting president, pledged to New Waddell Dam.
Jay Rhodes, suggested that General In addition to the district's offer
.Manager Tom Clark consider using ,for New Waddell, Phoenix, the SRP
district power revenues to help .and the flood-control district have
build Buttes and report back 1(> the offered about $310 million for other
board. The board agreed _to the • ?lan 6 projects. I

studied for low-priority.b
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Funds t
By MARY A.M. GINDHART is needed to stote water and to
Arizona Republic St.ff control silt from the Gila River.

The Central Arizona Water Con- They 'fear its low priority could
servation District, which has of- mean that it will not be constructed
fered $175 million to help build a or that it would not be built until
federal dam near Phoenix to store 2003.

'Central Arizona Project water, Babbitt's panel is scheduled to
agreed Thursday to study whether recommend a local-funding plan to
to help fund a Pinal County dam. Arizona's congressional delegation

Buttes Dam, which would' be by Labor Day for negotiations with
, built on the Gila River, is part of, the Reagan administration and
the $3.6 billion CAP but has been Congress to speed up completion of

. placed at the bottom of a proposed the Plan 6 dam projects, Buttes and
list of priorities for construction. ~ the Tucson storage facility.

Ahead of Buttes on the list are Federal officials have warned
CAP aqueducts, $1.7 billion in Plan Babbi.tt's cOJ!1mittee to come to
6 dam projects and a ,.,ater·storage Washl!lgton 1n agreement or no
facility in Tucson. The dam proj-' deal w1l1 be made. .• . .
ects include construction of the The San Carlos district wIll
New Waddell Dam for which the oppose building the Tucson storage
district has pledged $175 million. _ .faci!!ty and all but one dam in Plan

. . 6 before Buttes is completed, the
Plan 6 covers ~nstr.uctlon of two district's president, Howard. HoI.

dams and mo<hficatIons to two land, said in a letter to Babbitt. "
others. Howard Wuertz, who represents

Officials from the San Carlos Pinal County on the water-district
"Irrigation and Drainage District, board, told the board Thursday

which serves Pinal County farmers that he objects to Buttes Dam's low
who would benefit from the Buttes position on the list because there
dam, object to having it rank last on were no representatives from Pinal
the list. The list will be considered County on the subcommittee that
July 16 by a commit~~ appointed. developed the priorities.
by Gov. Bruce Babbitt s to study The panel that prepared the list
Plan 6 local funding. . was made up of representatives of
, San Carlos officials say the dam the water district, Arizona PubliCI



Dam's last~placespofon prioriti, lisfraisesire

,n terminal storage.
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"I want to'voice a
strong objection.
1 think it's most

•

By Mike McCloy
The Phoenix Gazette

Howard Wuertz and other Pinal
County farmers say they are tired
of being pushed to the back of the
line.

"I want to voice a strong objec­
tion," Wuertz wId fellow members
of the the Central' Arizona Water
Conservation District Board Thurs­
day. "I think it's most inapprbpri­
ate for decisons to be made by a
group where there's no representa-.

'tion whatsoever by the county
that's most affected.",

But Wuertz was not complaining
.about the CAWCD board, He was
upset that a subcommittee of the
governor's cost-sharing committee.
for the Central Arizona Project had
placed Buttes Dam last on e:
priority list for construction.

The issues subcommittee will
report Tuesday to the full gover­
nor's committee, of which Wuertz is
a membe!'.

•

At that time, the subcommittee
plans to propose that the CAWCD
ante up $175 million of a $310
million up-frent payment for fe~­
eral construction of four CAP dams
known as Plan 6.

Excluded from ~lan 6 is Buttes inappropriate for
Bam, a flood-and-sllt-oontr.ol struc~1 ,,'d· b
ture p~oposed for the Gila River' ) eCISO:nS to ,e .
upstream from Florence. , . db', .

In addition'to 10C!l1 fu!,~ing foro, ~~ e y a greup
Plan 6, the subcommittee 18 propos- where there s no
ing that a terminal-storage reservoir . t·
for Tucson be given construction, representa ,IOn
priority along with the ~lan 6 dams Whatsoe·ve.r by
upstream from Phoemx on the .
Agua Fria, Verde and Salt rivers. ~ the county that's

The panel did suggest that t f'C t d"
Buttes Dam be started before the •mos a Iece · '
final ?am. in Plan 6 is completed, -Howard Wuertz
sometime In the next century.

But-that did not satisfy Wuertz,: .
or the, San Carlos Irrigation and ,Buttes IS moved up on the sched-
Drainage District, which wrote the' . ules."
governor th~ .week to "insist that _ "Since,. "" .

is not an authorized feature of the
Central Arizona Project, and Buttes

, Dam is, what right does the 'issues
committee have to set that prior­

I ity?" Wuertz asked.
Hanna' Cortner, Tucson repre­

sentative on the CAWCD Board,
contended that terminal storage is a
recognized CAP feature.

"Hanna ... Howard~This is not
_the forum to decide that:' acting
ooard chairman John J. Rhodes III

.said.
But Rhodes scheduled a special

meeting of the board Aug. 22 to,
review any up-front funding pro-'
posal for the CAP. Gov. Bruce
Babbitt has requested consensus on'
the local-funding package by Labor
Day.

"I can't believe he's going to have
the unanimous consensus that he'
demands by the second of Septem.'
ber," Rhodes said, predicting that
objections by Wuertz are worth a
month of dela~.at least.
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Cliff Dam research
deadline extended
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PHOENIX CAP) - The sched­
uled completion date for a federal
agency's environment.al-impact
study on the proposed Chff Dam on
the Verde River has been extended
to Aug. 16, five months after the
original deadline.
'The U.S. Fish and Wildlife

Service granted the federal Bureau
of Reclamation a three-month ex­
tension for completion of the study,
said Tom Smylie, spokesman for
~he wildlife agency's regional office
in Albuquerque, N.M.

. The study, being conducted by
the the Bureau of Reclamation for
the Fish and Wildlife Service, was
due March 13. Extensions were
granted to April 13 and then to_
May 13.

, No pre-construction work can be
done on Cliff Dam, a feature of the
$1.1 billion Plan 6, until the study
is complete and the interior secre­
tary decides whether the dam
should be built.

N.W. Plummer, regional director
of the Bureau of Reclamation, said
this week the extension is needed to
compile information on how the
water flows of the Salt and Verde
rivers would affect the endangered
Southwestern bald eagle and the
fish it depends on for food.

, Time also is needed to gather'
additional information on other.
bald-eagle nesting sites recently
aiscovered in the region, he said,
~eclining to elaborate.

, "The important thing is to make
!iure that everything is OK before
we proceed," Plummer said.
, State political leaders and repre­
~eRtatives of water and power _
interests are working against a
Labor Day deadline to develop a
local funding package to bolster

federal funding for the Central
Arizona Project and Plan 6.

The dams to be built under Plan
6 would provide flood control as
well as storage for Colorad~ River
water carried to the Phoemx area
by the CAP.

Plummer declined to speculate
whether the delay would stall the
efforts of local water users to come
up with a cost-sharing proposal for
Plan 6.

"It is important that they pro­
ceed expeditiously," he said.

Plummer said that when then-In­
terior Secretary William Clark ap­
proved Plan 6 in April 1984, the
Bureau of Reclamation did not
envision it would take this long to
examine the potential' impact of
Cliff Dam on the federally pro­
tected eagles.

Clark approved Plan 6 but de­
layed pre-construction work on the
dam pending completion of the
impact study.

At the time, Clark said a study
finding that the dam would ad­
versely affect the birds or their
breeding habitat "could very well
modify, defer, maybe even end the
plan for Cliff."

Under the Endangered Species
Act, the Interior Department is
required to ask the Fish and
Wildlife Service to study how the
eagles would be affected by the dam
constuction and to outline what
steps could be taken to lessen any
harm to the birds.

Plan 6 calls for the construction
of Cliff Dam and the New Waddell
Dam on the Agua Fria River, the
enlargement of Roosevelt Dam on
the Salt River and modification of
Stewart Mountain Dam on the Salt
River.
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federal funding for the Central
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The dams to be built under Plan
6 would provide flood control as
well as storage for Colorad~ River
water carried to the Phoemx are,a
by the CAP. '
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whether the delay would stall the
efforts of local water users to come
up.with a cost-sharing proposal for
Plan 6.

"It' is important that they pro­
ceed expeditiously," he said.

Plummer said that when then-In­
terior Secretary William Clark ap­
proved Plan 6 in April 1984, the
Bureau of Reclamation did·- not
envision it would take this· long to
examine the potential impact of
Cliff Dam on the federally pro­
tected eagles.

Clark approved Plan 6 but de­
layed pre-construction work on the.
dam pending completion of the
impact study.

At the time, Clark said a study
finding that ,the dam would ad­
versely affect the birds or their
breeding habitat "could very well
modify, defer, maybe even end the
plan for Cliff."

Under the Endangered Species
Act, the Interior Department is
required to ask the Fish and
Wildlife Service to study how the
eagles would be affected by the dam
constuction and to outline what
steps could be taken to lessen any
harm to the birds.

Plan 6 calls for the construction
of Cliff Dam and the New Waddell
Dam on the Agua Fria River, the
enlargement of Roosevelt Dam on
the Salt River and modification of
Stewart Mountain Dam on the Salt
River.

liff Dam research
deadline extended

mpact -studieQ,

PHOENIX (AP) - The sched­
led completion date for a federal,-.

li;gency's environmental-impact
s~udy on the proposed Cliff Dam on
the Verde River has been extended
W Aug. 16, five months after the
Q iginal deadline. .

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service granted the federal Bureau
f Reclamation a three-month ex­

1Jlnsion for completion of the study,
said Tom Smylie, spokesman for
t e wildlife agency's regional office

"" in Albuquerque, N.M.
: The study, being conducted by

Gte the Bureau of Reclamation for
the Fish and Wildlife Service, was
due March 13. Extensions were

.: granted to April 13 and then to
May 13.
• No pre-construction work can be

done on Cliff Dam, a feature of the
1.1 billion Plan 6, until the study

18 complete and the interior secre­
" • 6ry decides whether the dam
. $ould be built. .

N.W. Plummer, regional director
4UJte Bureau of Re.cla~ation, said
this week the extensIon IS needed to
compile information on how the
water flows of the Salt and Verde
n1vers would affect the endangered
Southwestern bald eagle and the
fJshit depends on for food.

Time also is needed to gather
ddjtional information on other.
al4-eagle nesting sites recently
iscovered in the region, he said,
edining to elaborate.
"The important thing is to make

~ sure that everything is OK before
we proceed," Plummer said.
• Siate political leaders'· and repre­
~ntatives of water &nd power.

• interests are working against a.
abor Day deadline to develop a
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Eagles' nesting places Bruce Ellis, chief of the environ-' Salt's flood plain through Phoenix.
mental division for the Bureau of Cliff is important to the SRP

would be endangered, Reclamation's Phoenix office, said because it would resolve safety
. . t that an August report by the U.S. problems with the existing Horse-conservatloms s warn Fish and Wildlife Service will shoe Dam on the Verde River. Cliff

By MARY A.M. GINOHART include options, if there are any, would' replace Horseshoe on the
Arizona Republic Staff that would enable the dam to be Verde and, by holding more water,

The search for a compromise on built without endangering the ea-protect the downstream Bartlett
Cliff Dam, which would destroy a gles and violating the federal En- Dam during the largest projected
nesting spot for desert bald eagles dangered Species Act. floods on the river.
on the Verde River, barely had Larry Morton, assistant manager The subcommittee will report
begun Wednesday when environ- of the buteau's office, said that back to Babbitt's local funding
mentalists complained that the without Cliff Dam, there could be committee, which is scheduled to
deck was stacked against them. at least $23 million in damage from make a recommendation to Ari-.

Representatives of the Maricopa one-time floods to bridges, electri- ,zona's congressional delegation by
Audubon Society and the Sierra cal lines and businesses within the Labor Day.
Club said they would not partid- .-::=--:=======,.:---====----::-------''-----

ipate in negotiations unless state
officials agreed to consider scrap-
ping plans for the dam. .

State .officials are seeking the
cooperation of the two groups in
studies of local funding for Cliff
and other dam projects in the
Central Arizona Project's Plan 6,
because federal officials have
warned that any opposition to the
projects would threaten federal
funding. I

"I'm interested in learning and
would be happy to participate if'
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,CAP-funmng falks inust consider
~eliminating Cliff Dam, groups say
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:~;,Cliff Dam p_an criticized;' compromise ;so-.-g~t;~~
~ By .iARY A~M. GINDHART ' , •said. c'There is no way, in' my opinion, to~ sue to stop'the'dam because of the eagles. k:, ~F'.~
~ ~ona ~~PUbIiC S~'! ." • ,. ,:'., , successfully replace the habita~ ups~~ .~:is. ,.:" ,. Cliff· Dam' i~ under study by the federal :1~
.." EnVIronmentalists, mcludlDg Gov. 'Bruce proposed. We could end up With a t!ny, litUe, government and is the only dam in Plan 6 not'''\
llabbih's brother, ~ttacked the propose(J Clifl' artificial cottonwood forest tha~ .in no way' , yet approved. It would work 'with a modified .,
.Dam ea~t of Phoemx o~ Monday but agreed ~ -\~ a resembla~ce to the, thnvmg healthy Roosevelt Dam on the Salt· River to provide"
meet With state offiCials to see whether a habItat now there. flood control through the Phoenix area '

~mpromis~ is possibl~ so the dam can be buill Babbitt and Audubon P.reside,nt Herb Fibel~. Fibel argued that since larger brid~es have .
~ The. en~lronmentahsts w~l}t,to protect the, BP;Oke Monday to the ellV1rorme~tal ...s~~~~"I; been built across the Salt·River and communi.
.. :'fwo nests of the. endange~ed ,<resert bald ~le mlttee of a panel named b~~ the go~rnor ~::; ties and poWer lines hive been relocated from',
~ J>n the proposed dam SIte and p~event the study ~ow to use local mo.ney· to 8.pee~· the riverbed, Cliff Dam no is longer needed for
: ~tJevast.atlOn.orone of the last rema.mmg stream completion .of .the ,Ce~tr~! ,/t-nA9~a,'prOJe~~, "i,~flood control. Instead; he said, the dam would"
;:fIows .tn ArJiOha~ Tb~y also questIon the need Plan 6dam proJe~ts, ~hlc~ I~CJ\lde,~l,rr~~h " 'i,only allow .development closer to the river as'~
· ,for Chff Dam to pro~d~ fl~ control .. .,' ~he su~mmlttee, ,hea4ed :.by, S.a~~;..;l~lv~t~(Patt oC,~'$l billion Rio Salado' project.. "','

Charles BabbItt, V1C1: presld£:nt o( Manewa Projed ~nf:ral Manager J4tk.P,r16te~, ,~,.~,,;,. .', •. ,', . tr
,';Aud~bon ~iety,"'said· \.he state's, ~:rnos\, to .. ~!scuss ,'po~!ble. soJuti~'!~\fd,. J~~iff)>,iuit~'1.;~~~;!~ •. ~~y' o~ce :,JiKain Jhat th~, flO?d,cOl1tf?~"i,
· ;preclous ,resource'· would'be ,destroyed :If the envIronmental proJ>lems )vltH tJie AudubP~'.~ ·as~~t.of Pl,An6 ,n g~nera), pnd of .C;;lIff Da!11 l"j.

, d.am,~as built ~eC!luse i~ la~e would WI~ OU~' Soc!ety, Sierra. Club; an~::~t~:,.:~14ehl~.~'i'tI~~lar.,t;·~~~ ,today,::~~~te.d_~R~~·O·S.:A.~~~:{:;:;
: SIX miles of wlldhfe habltat".a.!o~g the Ver~e Society. :-', " .' ":''''':,: >'~'~., •.I0''''';~J :P~Pt~,~he:,~I~.;:"~lJ,oth~! ~l,I~ttncatl~~, tpat..._ t, River.. .,' ..... ' Pfister s subcommIttee 1S,:tr)rmg to. fin,d a.,.:,~xlsf.e<\ have either 'been ehmiUa.ted enb.rely or"~,.
. r;~ (~!The public iil1feing sold a bitt'of gOOds,'" he, way to deter the Audubon 'SOCiety's' 'threat f.(L;-j:Jtheiwis~ resolved:'" " . "'}
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'pre-construction design," a source
here said, adding that the study
outlines "reasonable and prudent
alternatives" to minimize harm to
the eagles, first spotted near the
proposed dam site in April 1984.

Several environmental groups
concerned about protecting the
eagles have promised to sue, if
necessary, to stop the dam's con­
struction. Spokesmen for the'
gr~>ups could not be reached for

'-Dam,A2,

The report was prepared for the
Interior Department's Bureau of

'Reclamation, which has proposed
building Cliff Dam as part of the
Central Arizona Project's $1.1 bil­
lion in Plan 6 dam projects. '

The dam, according to the reo
port, would jeopardize the bald
eagles because their nest is in the
path of the lake that would be
created behind the dam. Bald
eagles are an endangered species.

"It is a jeopardy finding but does
release Cliff to go ahead to start

•

fied because of a federal embargo
until today' on the release of the
report.

; ,The report clears the way for the
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation to
begin pre-construction work Qil the
$377 million Cliff Dam if Interior
Secretary Donald Hodel gives his
approval for the dam. "

Hodel could not be reached for
comment, but he said in July that

. the bureau would speed work on
Cliff if the report approved the

~ dam's construction.

r-----.

By ANNE a. HOY
and MARY A.M. GINOHART
ArIzona Republic Staff

WASHINGTON - A federal
report to be released today gives the
go-ahead for construction of Cliff
Dam on the Verde River even
though a nest of bald eagles would
be flooded by the reservoir behind
the dam.

The conclusions of the report by
!the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
were ,confirmed by several sources,
who ,asked that they not be identi-

liff.Dam is given green ,light
~i;Jespite da,nger to bald 'eag~es
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at proposed Cliff
Dam site

:COntinued fro~ Al

comment Thursday.
Spokesmen for the Fish and Wildlife Service, also

. part of the In!erio~ De~l!rtment, ~efus!ld .to-comme1'!t _
on the report's contents, saying the bureau had not
received the final draft. - .
- Tom Smylie, a spokesman for the service's regional
office in Albuquerque, N.M., said Fish and Wildlife
Director Robert A. Jantzen.signea the report and sent
it to the Bureau of Reclamation late Thursday.

A Capitol Hill aide said' the report finds "adverse
environmental impacts of Cliff Dam construction, but
those impacts can be mitigated." ,

The eagles are protected under the Rare and
Endangered Species Act. Under the law, the wildlife
service must study how the eagles would be affected by
the construction of Cliff Dam and outline steps to
lessen any harm to the eagles.

Details on how the harm could be minimized could
not be determined Thursday. But possible action would
include relocating the nest,that would be flooded by
the reservoir, maintaining water levels of the Verde
River upstream of the dam~ite to protect fish that the
eagles are believed to eat and boosting the birds' food
supply. ,

George Britton, an executive assistant to Arizona
Gov. Bruce Babbitt, said a report that addresses the
environmental problems but approves the dam's
construction is "a very reasonable response" from the
Fish and Wildlife Service and the Department of the
Interior.

Frank Welsh, president of Citizens Concerned About
the Project, a taxpayers group that opposes Cliff Dam,
said he is not surprised by the report's findings. 0,-,---''---'.,..,..,.-......_-'----'~

"This is what I would expect from an agency that is Miles

under the same department as the Bureau of
Reclamation," he said. "The fox is in the henhouse."

Cliff Dam also is opposed by the Maricopa Audubon A committee appointed by Babbitt is studying how
Society and the Sierra Club, which have threatened to to use local money to help complete Plan 6, and one of
file suit to block construction. At least five eagle nests the committee's proposed conditions for the local
would be affected by Plan 6 dam projects. However, all money is that the federal government promise that
but one in the path of Cliffs lake could be protected by Cliff will be built. The committee will make its final
limiting recreation near their locations. funding recommendation to Arizona's congressional

Welsh assailed Cliff Dam as a real-estate scheme delegation Aug: 26. The delegation then will start
being built at the expense of federal taxpayers. Cliff negotiations with the Reagan administration and
Dam is considered essential to provide flood control for Congress in hopes of obtaining an agreement to
the proposed $1 billion Rio Salado Project along the guarantee the completion of Plan 6 dam projects by.
.Salt River. • . 1998. . ---

•

•

•



Continued from Bl

Cliff was proposed by the Bureau'
of Reclamation to help provide
flood control on the Salt River
through metropolitan Phoenix and
alleviate safety questions about'
Horseshoe Dam, which is upstream '
on the Verde River, by replacing
that dam.

Less-expensive repairs could en­
sure Horseshoe's safety during
times of heavy runoff. But they
would permit higher floodwaters to
pass down the Verde and into the
Salt than those sought by the Rio
Salado Development District, which
proposes to build homes, businesses

and resort areas a1Qng....t,l1e Salt Cliffs, construction, Witzeman
Riv~ in metropolitan Phl)enix. predicted, would drive away'the

.The "district:·cQJ.l1d . build a four eagles that nest in the area.'
scaled-down vei'sion::~f Rio Salado' One nest would be flooded by the
with higher,flows 'in the river than dam's reservoir, and the other'
'Oliff Dam would allow. But wJ~h would be on the edge of the lake.
the dam, the district would. be able -. "We find it particulary an out-'
!O ,exp.and th~ comme~claI and rage because this dam doesn't do
mdustrl.al ~rtlOns .of RIO. Salado anything that couldn't be provided'
and'mamtam lakes III the rlverbot- by some other, less-expensive
tom. "h 'dWitzeman said the only reason' means~ e S81 •

for building Cliff Dam - and Cliff would capture an additional
flooding out the eagles - is to 16,000. acre-feet of water each year
make way for the $1· billion Rio that now flows down the river. The
Salado Project. '.' water would be' used by Phoenix.

"To develop downtown Phoenix But the dam's opponents claim that
real estate at the expense of this there would be no net gain because
tiny, beleaguered population of the the Rio Salado Project would use
world's only desert-nesting bald 20,000 acre-feet a year to maintain
eagles is a shame," he said. .its lakes and the grass in its parks.
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EAGLES SAFE

~ Se Ie Move On CI-ff Dam

•

•

T HE decision by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service to approve construction of Cliff

Dam was a reasonable determination based on
prudent safeguards for a nearby nest of bald
eagles.

The $377 million dam would offer the Valley
greater flood control and provide Phoenix with

I 16,OOO-acre-feet of water annually.
Interior Secretary Donald Hodel is expected to

give final approval to build Cliff.
'F~ Audubon Society, Sierra Club and other

environmental groups are now threatening to sue
the federal government to halt the project.

That is nothing new.
In fact, traced over the years, environmental

opposition reaches out to grasp more and more
straws in the wind of public opinion.

These groups opposed the original concept of
Orme Dam· at the confluence of the Salt and
Verde rivers, claiming it would have destroyed
scenic stretches of river.

When most people rejected that argument on
the grounds the Salt and Verde were their rivers,

I too, the environmentalists groped for other
preservation positions.

They reached out in economic and political
opposition. Finally, they embraced the Yavapai
Indians and insisted the dam would harm their
lands and a cemetery.

The Audubon Society and the others are now
trying more of the same. Their object is to stop
the dam - the majority, local approval be
damned. Their opposing views are a matter of

·political and other convenience, not necessarily
an environmental defense.

They have now embraced two eagles, cost-ef·
fectiveness and in-stream flows in opposing the
Rio Salado Project. Cliff Dam would protect the
big development - which they term a real-estate
developers' ripoffof the public - from floods.

The environmentalists thus consider them­
selves the economic, social, political and preser­
vation experts on Cliff Dam.

Yet, the Fish and Wildlife Service and Bureau
of Reclamation have announced costly,
long-term steps to protect the eagles.

The federal government has done everything it
can over the past five years to allow for
environmental objections. So has the local
community. Orme Dam was abandoned.

However, the threatened court suits dearly
indicate the environmentalists will neVer be
satisfied. They aim to bury Cliff - no matter

.y.rhat the majority,loca1 view is.
It is now incumbent on Gov. Bruce Babbitt

and his advisory funding committee to offer an
upfront funding proposal on Plan 6 to the
Arizona congressional delegation and the Inte­
rior Department by the end of this month. ,

As agreed from the beginning, the full plan ­
offering greater local water storage and flood
~ontrol- must be pursued with state unity.

The environmentalists may stall the building
of Cliff Dam but, in doing so, they will have
harmed some of their credibility and good will
among the public.

And, in the end, they will lose.
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Coalition battles Cliff Dam
By Sean Griffin of Reclamation. A nest discovered in April 1984 \yould

and Mike McCloy be inundated by Cliff Dam's reservoir.
Gazette Washington Bureau l' d ' . d b Crff DWASHINGTON _ Four of the nation's leatling 0 ay s announcement raises e ate on I am

.from the local to the national·level.
environmental groups joined forces today in an effort to .
halt construction' of Cliff Dam, a $385 million "} think it's a shame," Webb Todd, president of the
component of the Central Arizona Project. Central Arizona Project Association, said of the

The National Audubon Society, National Wildlife coalition. "That Cliff Dam is needed so badly for
Federation and Friends of the Earth, with a combined storage and flood control for 1V2 to 2 million people."
membership of about 5 million, announced the A news release issued by the coalition said the group
formation of the National Coalition to Stop Cliff Dam. "will pursue an active and unified legislative strategy,

Joining them in the coalition will be the Environmen- among other tactics, to oppose funding Cliff Dam."
tal Policy In titute, a Washington-based environmental Lynn Greenwalt, vice president for resources conser-
think tank. vation for the National Wildlife Federation, called Cliff

Other group, including the ierra Club, are expected Dam' construction "indefensible. Water storage, flood
to join the coalition soon, Charlene Dougherty, control and improvement in the safety of existing dams
legislative director of the Audubon Society, said. can all be achieved without constructing Cliff, and at

The announcement followb by ix day a deci ion by les. overall ~ost to the Trea. ury."
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service approving the dam's Cliff Dam is a key part of Plan 6, the $1.1 billion
construction de. pite the pos. ible harmful consequence. water storage and flood control portion of the $3.6
for the desert-nesting bald eagle. billion CAP.

The Fi. h and Wildlife Service said the loss of a The coalition's initial efforts will be directed at
nesting site caused by Cliff Dam's construction could be legislation, education and outreach.
offset by habitat improvements elsewhere along the But according to the the National Wildlife Federa-
Verde and Salt river.. tion's Ed 05ann, "I fully expect that. some or all of the

Coalition members reject that contention. h1embers of t.hi coalition will join in litigation, but
"The eagles can best be saved by not building Cliff," that's not something we're prepared to announce at this

Dougherty said. point."
David Conrad, water re.ource, specialist for Friends Osann said he was "quite confident" the environmen-

of the Earth, said the Fish and Wildlife Service never tal movement would be able to stop the dam's
considered the option of not building the dam when construction.
considering the impact on the eagles, designated a rare "I think that with the outstanding natural values and
and endangered species under federal law. scenic beauty of Verde River, we will have a very strong

There are only 19 known pairs of desert-nesting bald and convincing case to make that Cliff Dam is
eagles, 17 of them in Arizona, according to the Bureau unjustifiable, considering the alternatives," Osann said.

j
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Western water projects and envi­
ronmentalists will be lobbied to
oppose the project, Osann said.

"I think there's a reservoir of
political support for us to draw
,upon," he said.

Peter Carlson, director of West­
ern water resources for the Envi­
ronmental Policy Institute, said
Cliff is of "dubious worth" and
would cause "irreparable harm to
valuable river and wildlife re­
sources!'

Bob Walker, an Interior Depart­
ment spokesman, said the environ·'
,mental study removed "a possible,
obstacle" blocking Cliff.

-Dam,BB

Hill," Aiken said. "I think Arizona oihers.
water.interests are being extremely Meanwhile, the executive com-
reasonable." mittee of the Central Arizona

I In 1977, then-President Carter' Water Conservation District on
eliminated plans for Orme Dam, the Tuesday approved a plan to use
first flood-control and water-store local property taxes and utility fees
-age project planned for the CAP, to help build Plan 6 projects. '
after an environmental study con- The district's board of directors. '
cluded that it would harm eagles which will manage the CAP and pay
and inundate part of the Fort back its construction costs to the
McDowell Indian Reservation. federal government, is likely to

The action led to the develop-' follow the committee's recommen-'
.ment of the alternative Plan 6, dation and agree to pay, $175 mil­
which calls for construction of Cliff lion up front to fund New Waddell
DaIll. Dam.

The most recent environmental The $175 million would be com-
study of Cliff was done after ,bined with other local sources of
then-Interior Secretary William 'funding to make up a $327 million
Clark approved Plan 6 in April 1984 package that would be proposed to,
but delayed all preconstruction the federal government,to complete'
work on Cliff pending completion of _the projects by 1998..
the environmental-impact study. The district's offer is tied to New
. The environmentalists said Cliff Waddell, which would be used to
Dam would destroy 350 acres of store Colorado River water pumped
habitat used by two pairs of eagles through the CAP delivery system

.arid threaten the food supply of ,from Lake Havasu.

enVlronl1Cliff Dam
'lion, join Arizona environmentalist,m fight
who have threatened to take thVestern
issue to court to stop the building ()
the dam, which, they say, woul1be told
harm bald eagles and destroy sihe pro­
miles oethe scenic Verde River. to turn

Renewed opposition to th'esiden­
$385 million dam was spurred b~
last week's release of an enviroItude 'a
mental assessment that cleared thtdo will

.way for building Cliff Dam evel)ers of
though it acknowledged that thwe had
reservoir created by the dam woul(ational
harm the breeding habitat of en
dangered bald eagles. he Ari-

The U.S. FIsh and WildlifBre and
Service completed the environmerior the
tal-impact study for the Interi~.
Department's Bureau of Reclamatics of.

a

Though a final decision rests
with Interior Secretary Donald
Hodel, Walker said the Bureau of
Reclamation is proceeding with its
plans to build Cliff Dam, and Hodel
"has not indicated that he is going
to intervene in toat process."

Hodel has been traveling in the
West and has been unavailable for
comment.

Robert Aiken, director of tpe
Office of Congressional and Legisla­
tive Affairs in the Interior Depart­
ment, said environmentalists will
have a tough time persuading
Congress to block funding for Cliff.

The dam is the result of careful
:study and represents the second
time that Arizona has compromised
its "vital" water needs, he said.

_. "That dog won't hunt on Capitol,

.Continued from B1

By ANNE Q. HOY
Republic Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON - Seizing on'
congressional concern over costly
Western water projects, four na-.
tional environmental groups Thurs­
day vowed to lobby against con­
struction of Cliff Dam on the Verde
River northeast of Phoenix.

The National Wildlife Federa­
tion, the Environmental ?olicy
Institute, Friends of the' Earth and
the National Audubon Society have
formed a coalition to oppose federal
funding for the dam and plan to
educate their members of its envi­
ronmental and economic costs.

The national groups, which claim.
a combined membership of 5 mil-'~_~~:..:=..:.:.:..:~:....::...:.~ ~~=~'='='~~-ooo:-~-:--...;;-.-
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Fibel has been threatening all
summer to take legal action to prevent
construction of the $385 million dam
on the Verde River because its
reservoir would inundate an eagle's
nest.

Woody's agency, the USFWS, nego­
tiated eight months with the U.s.
~ureau of Reclamation before agree­
109 Aug. 15 to allow construction of
Cliff Dam - as long as Arizona's 20
other nest sites are maintained or
improved.

Salt River Project wants the Recla­
mation Bureau to build Cliff Dam to
replace SRP's unsafe Horseshoe Dam
and protect its Bartlett Dam from
maximum floods and earthquakes
predicted by the bureau.

To speed approval and construction
of the dam, SRP has offered $50
million as part of a $327 million

See • Dam, A-4

The Phoenix Gazette
August 31, 1985

•
Wishful thin. .'
,SRP seeks ways
'to save eagles

By Mike McCloy
The Phoenix Gsutte

Amid growing threats to Cliff Dam,
,Salt River Project General Manager
Jack Pfister has asked biologists for a

.wish-list of ways to help the endan­
gered southern bald eagle.

"I will take this as an official
• request," Jack Woody, assistant re­

gional director of the U.s. Fish and
Wildlife Service, said when Pfister
made the offer Friday. "I think that's
wonderful."

But Herb Fibet, Maricopa Audubon
Society president, questioned what
would be done with the suggestions.

"To me there is only one altern8-'
live," he said. "Either Cliff Dam is
built or Cliff Dam isn't built."

•Ing

. 'e Dam _. ....;..F...;..ro;.;.m;.;."A;..;.-.....l\

•

•

'up-front-funding offer by Gov. Bruce
Babbitt's Cost Sharing Committee on
the Central Arizona Project.

But, in addition to Fibers threats,
the National Audubon Society, Na­
tional Wildlife Federation and
Friends of the Earth have formed the
National Coalition to Stop Cliff Dam.

PflSter has been meeting since July
with biologists, water leaders and
environmentalists in hopes of settling
the dispute over Cliff Dam and
making the governor's cost-sharing
offer acceptable to Gongress and

,Interior Secretary Don Hodel
I • Because of the eagle issue, Hodel
'has not given the Reclamation Bureau
permission to build the dam.

PflSter's latest overture was. a
request 'to Fish, and Wildlife, the
Arizona Game & Fish Department,
IU.s. Bureau of Reclamation and U.s.
,Forest Service to suggest "a much
more aggressive .program" than the

;c'reasonable and prudent alternatives"
Fish and Wildlife requested in return.
'for its permission to build the 4am.

"If we've got a sugar daddy, there's
no telling what might be on that list,"
Woody said after the meeting. "We've
,never had the luxury to sit down and
say, 'What if?' "

Fibel noted that Babbitt's cost-

sharing proposal will be presented to
the Arizona Congressional delegation
'in Washington the week of Sept. 9,
,and there appears to be no way
:further eagle protection can be added
,to it.
: "I think this whole process is going
Ito be moot fairly soon anyway," he
:added, referring to the national envir
lronmental coalition.
: Woody said the eagle nest at the
Cliff Dam site collapsed three days
ibefore his agency issued its report
:approving the dam.
: The Forest Service has been help­
!ing the Cliff eagles build another nest
,but the man-made nest also would be
!inundated if Cliff Dam were built.
,. Moving the eagles to a safe nesting
site might be one "more aggressive"
measure, and providing shade to
cliff-nesting eagles might be another,.
he said. "

"We're cooking some of these
birds," he sai<\. "The chicks are trying
:to get into the shade and are falling
out of their'nests."

Woody acknowledged that um­
brellas over eagle nests would not be
natural

"But there aren't many natural
cottonwood tr~ left," he said.
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An accident victim's father helps his daughter overcome a brain
injury by creating computer games for her. His ingenuity is
helping other such victims'regain lost abilities. 86.

Close-ups
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Michael Ging/Republic

An eagle circles its nest on the banks of the Verde River, which a
coyote (lower right) crosses between Horseshoe and Bartlett dams.
It is feared that the proposed Cliff Dam would ruin this habitat.· @

:Cliff Dam:
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Sides gird for congressional fight over place wh"ere eagles dare
y MAR'iA.M. GINDHART "believe it is designed only to benefit Phoenix that benefit only Western states, ""regional division of the Si~rra Club, said, "(Support for'
mona Republic Staff developers and would destroy a scenic stretch of the "Arizonans are keenly aware of how the federal Clim should be a national embarrassment for our
The battle over the proposed Cliff Dam northeast of Verde River and threaten bald eagles, an endangered largess benefits them at the expense of the rest of the governor (Babbitt). There is no good reason to build

hoenix pits environmentalists against the builders of species protected by federal law. country," said Sen. Howard Metzenbaum, D-Ohio, a this dam, and to suggest federal money should be used
federal water projects but ultimately may be decided "I get discouraged and ask, 'Why am I fighting a member of the Energy and Natural Resources is unbelievable."
by con~ressional opponents of water projects in the sy~tem with such a narrow, self-servin~ viewpoint?' " Committee. ." . Arizona's congressmen, however, have no choice but
West. said Scott Burge, a member of the Mancopa Audubon Metzenbaum has been relentless 10 hiS opposItion to to handle what former Interior Secretary Stewart Udall

National environmental groups have banded to- Society. "Then, I remember that these people arc funding for construction of Western water projects at describes as the political "hot potato" of Cliff Dam as
gether to lobby Congre~ to stop Cliffs co~stru~tion. wrong. Cliff Dam .is not worth fighting for, but i~ is belmy-market interest rates. He is considered a they negotiate for a local funding deal with Congress
They want to block fundmg for the d~m, which Will be worth fightmg ag~l!1st. We have the facts on our Side. form~dable foe. ., , that would ensure completion of Cliff and other Plan 6
sought from Congress for the first time next year as They have the politiCS." ArIZona Gov. Bruce Babbitt said he wOrries about projects by 1998. " "
part of the annual appropriations request for the Ready to join in the fight are congressional having "to fight the Cliff battle in Congress, where the ' "M be t " 1 . A' f .
$3.7 billion Central Arizona Project. representatives from the East and Midwest who have Metzenbaums are waiting for us,lurking for any chance 'd .r. th fUiss, ~necl~rl~fb rl~ona wa~r 0~ll,~

Cliff, which is one of the CAP's Plan 6 dam projects, argued that federal money should not be spent to to cut off our funds." sal ,IS a pans or I WI e s rung ou ~n I I

has drawn the wrath of environmentalists because they subsidize U.S. Bureau of Reclamation water projects Rob Smith, representative for the Southwestern - Cliff, B2
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• •Last month, the Bureau of Reclamation received'
approval from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to go
ahead with Cliff despite the threat posed by the dam to'
the eagles. The service acknowledged that the eagles
would be harmed, but suggested that a substitute
habitat built elsewhere would help save them.

Interior Secretary Donald Hodel said in July that "if
only we can please the environmentalists," Cliff's'
supporter will get his "complete cooperation" on its
construction schedule.

But others also oppose Cliff Dam. Taxpayer groups
say federa' money should not be spent for regional
water projects, and some Arizonans charge that the
dam's only purpose is. to make way for private
development along the Salt River in metropolitan
Phoenix.

Cliff Dam supporters say that the dam is needed to
enable the state's Rio Salado Development District to
build large-scale commercial, industrial, residential and
recreational development and maintain lakes along the
river.

The proposed $1 billion Rio Salado Project would
have to be scaled back without Cliff because peak flows
of the Salt River through metropolitan Phoenix would
flood land the district plans to develop and would be
too large to be contained in the planned lakes.

In addition to flood control, Cliff would store water
for use by Phoenix-area cities, which have agreed to
pay $42 million toward Cliff', construction costs in ­
exchange for rights to water tored in the dam's
reservoir.

The water stored, however, would not be water
gained, say the dam's opponents, because the Rio
Salado Project needs more than the dam would store in
order to maintain the project', planned lakes and
grassy parks.

•
Supporters of the dam claim it may be state's

last opportunity to improve Oood control on the Salt
River. Cliff, together with a modified It Dam

;OD the Salt, would help curb flooding during heavy
runoff. That benefit, they say, would exist despite the
Rio Salado district's development plans.

Wesley Steiner, former state water director and a
consultant to Babbitt on CAP issues,' one such'
believer.

"It would be a serious mistake to eliminate plans for
Cliff from the CAP at this point," Steiner said. "It's
our chance for flood control on that river. U the dam is
not built 88 part of the CAP, I'm afraid it1l never be
built."

Steiner's argument is echoed by other state leaders,
yet since flooding during 1978 through 1980, county
and city governments have built 15 new bridges
capable of withstanding large water flows on the Salt
River. Utility lines have been relocated from the river's
floodway, and the river has been redirected from
runways at the Sky Harbor Airport.

"We no longer need Cliff for so-called flood control,"
said Frank Welsh, president of the taxpayers' group,
Citizens Concerned About the Project. "It's not needed
for anything except for private development, and we
don't spend federal money to benefit one select group."

The battle over whether to build Cliff will begin next
year in Congress, which has not appropriated funds for
new water projects in at least 15 years and each year
has released less money for construction of already
approved projects.

Cliff
fContinued from B1
:---------=-.-------_---J
too, will get lopped oft, and no one will ever remember
it as a serious part of the CAP."

I Other state and federal officials also theorize that
'plans for Cliff will die a slow death, but they refuse to
say so publicly because of the strong commitment of
Arizona politicians to construction of Plan 6.
. The officials predict that Cliff will be sacrificed by
the congressional delegation so that it does not
endanger appropriations for the entire CAP. Only 44
percent of the CAP has been completed, and state and
federal officials fear it may never be finished unless
Congress approves the local funding deal Arizona is
offering.

Metzenbaum's goal has been to reduce the federal
subsidy for the CAP by raising the interest rate on the
~costs of the project that will be repaid by Arizona. His
•complaints are coming at a time when congressional
leaders are striving to cut federal spending to reduce
soaring budget deficits.

• • •In authorizing the project in 1968, Congress required
that about 70 percent of the money it would advance
for construction be repaid to the Treasury with finance
charges calculated at an interest rate of 3.342 percent.
; Metzenbaum wants to raise this low interest rate, at
lleast for the $1.7 million in Plan 6 dam projects, which
would increase the CAP payback by about $75 million.

"I think it is an unconscionable squandering of
resources to require taxpayers throughout the country
to borrow money at 10 percent, while a handful of
beneficiaries in a single state repay it at just over 3
perc~nt:' he said.

While congressional opponents of the CAP are
,drawing attention to what they call the project's
.massive federal subsidy, environmentalists are pointing
to a prime target for Congress' budget-cutting efforts
- the $385 million Cliff Dam.

Cliff is not the first CAP dam to run up against
,major environmental opposition. Two other CAP dams,
Hualapai and Orme, were killed after coming under fire
by environmentalists..

Hualapai Dam, also known as Bridge Canyon Dam,
was proposed in the original plans for the CAP. The
dam would have flooded the Grand Canyon's Bridge
Canyon and eliminated the Bridge Canyon rapids,
which are popular with Colorado River rafters.

Acoalition of national environmental groups lobbied
against the CAP in Congress because of the Hualapai
,Dam and placed advertisements in the New York
Times and the Washington Post to call attention to the
harm the dam would cause to the Grand Canyon.
. The CAP was not approved by. Congress until
Arizona political leaders agreed in 1968 to abandon
plans for Hualapai Dam, which was designed to
generate electricity to operate CAP pumps, and to
obtain the power instead from the coal-fired Navajo
Generating Station at Page. ..'.Environmentalists fought Orme Dam because its
reservoir would have flooded most of the Fort
McDowell Indian Reservation and would have de·
stroyed desert nesting areas for bald eagles at the
confluence of the Salt and Verde rivers. Orme was
designed to provide water storage and flood control.

In 1977, then-President C~rter, citing environmental ' The upcoming session will be the first time money
concerns, announced that Orme never would be built will be requested for building C,liff. In preparation for

h d 0 ' the fight, four national environmental groups have
with federal funds, effectively killing team. rme s formed a coalition to lobby against funding for Cliff.
construction had been authorized by the 1968 CAP law. The National Wildlife Federation, the Environmen­
but had not ~en funded b~ Con~ress.. . _ 'tal Policy Institute, Friends of ~he Earth and .the'

But Orme s supporters In ArIZona dId not gIve up National Audubon Society have United to lobby agaIDst
their quest for Orme until 1981, shortly after the the dam.
United Nations appointed a committee to fight the The coalition which claims a combined membership
dam because of fears it would wipe out the Yavapai of 5 million, joi~s Arizona environmentalists, who have
Tribe. 'threatened to file suit, if necessary, to stop the dam's

Ironically, Plan 6, which includes Cliff and three, co~struction. ,. • .
other dams, was chosen by Arizona leaders as the' Perhaps we ~on t ~ bstened.to .here, m <:}1rr.Sback
alternative to Orme. yard, by those With their parochlalmterests, said ~b.

. .. 'Witzeman, past president of the Maricopa Audubon.
Chff Dam ~ould destroy a sceniC, 6-mlle stretch of, Society. "But I am sure Congress will listen to how

the yerde River and fl~ at least one.eagle nest. ,Arizona politicians plan to spend federal money to
isrtcopa Audubon Society members claIm at least make rich private developers."

three ,othe~ nests would be endangered because the Former Interior Secretary Udall, now a Phoenix
eagles habitat would be destroyed. attorney, has worked with 18 other political leaders in

"The discussions of the environmental effects of Arizona for the past seven months to come up with a
Cliff Dam have focused almost entirely upon one proposed local funding plan to help finish the CAP and.
nesting pair of bald eagles and six miles of stream 'the Plan 6 dam projects by 1998.
habitat," said Joni Bosh, statewi~e coordinator for the In return for $327 million in local money, the leaders
Arizona Wilderness Coalition. "The real environmental, have agreed to ask Congress to promise that Cliff will
effects go much further uphill and upstream than that.' be built.
In fact, 24 river miles upstream from the Cliff Dam "Wtt had a Cliff Dam before," Udall said last week.
site." "We called it Bridge Canyon. We almost didn't get the

In spite of the danger to the eagles, the supporters of CAP because of our insistence we get that dam. We
Cliff Dam have federal officials on their side, provided _ told the country that it was our Grand Canyon, and we'
that funds for the dam's construction can be obtained would do what we want. We lost that fight to save the
.from Congress. C~P. Cliff may be a fight we're sorry we fought." ;
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:Ecilior:
The Aug. 16 approval by the U.S.

,Fish and Wildlife Service of the
construction of Cliff Dam on the'
Verde River has me enraged. I am
heartsick, not only for the doomed
,eagles, but for this piece of truly
ethereal and beautiful desert river.
:that will be lost to such a foolish
project. Don't the people of Arizona
realize that it's not just the eagles
·we will be losing? The Sonoran
,desert riparian community is a
swiftly vanishing part of Arizona's
rich environmental diversity.

I was one of only two people from
Arizona who had the privilege of
observing the eagles' daily activities
during the 1985 breeding season,
from March through May. I found
the experience to be one of the
highlights of my life. How can those
who have only visited the site for
.not more than a few minutes, or
·viewed it from a helicopter (1 teriar'
·Secretary Donald Hodel on A g. 5),

have any kind of an appreciation
for the Verde or its inhabitants? I
find the idea ludicrous.

NENA RENSHAW WILLIAMS
"Ed' Missoula, Mo~t.

1tor:
The audacity of the proponents

of Cliff Dam and their disregard for
the environment is amazing. This is
especially true when the main
reason for Cliff is the Rio Salado
development. People have no busi­
ness building in the flood plain of a
river. When water is released to
keep the dam from bursting and
Rio Salado is flooded, the taxpayers
get stuck with the bill.

Is it necessary to dam up every
river in the western United States?

.Some people think that ruining the
habitats of a few eagles is no big
deal. But isn't that why our I

national sYI"Qbol is threatened by
extinction?

GARY T. NELSON
~18gstaf(
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.Speaks for eagles
Editor:

The Aug. 16 approval of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service of the construction of Cliff.
Dam on the Verde River has me enraged. I am
heartsick, not only for the doomed ethereal
~nd beautiful desert river that will be lost.
Don't the people of Arizona realize that it's
not just the eagles we will be losing? The
Sonoran desert riparian community is a
unique and swiftly vanishing part of Arizona's
rich environmental diversity.

I was one of only two people from Arizona
who had the privilege of living near the Cliff
nest pair and observing their daily activities
durin~ the 1985 breeding season. I found the
experIence to be one of the greatest highlights
of my life. How can those who have only
visited the site for a few minutes, or viewed it
from a helicopter (Interior Secretary Donald
Hodel on Aug. 5), have any appreciation for
the Verde or its inhabitants?

The real reason behind Cliff Dam is not
flood protection, but real estate development.
Various measures, such as relocation, have
already been taken for flood' protection. For
example, new bridges have been built and the
areas between them channelized so that waters
will go through the channels, not up on the
banks. The argument that Cliff Dam would
supply water is also false. .

I personally witnessed the eagles catching
fish out of the river riEht below their nest on
numerous occasions. Six miles of river will be
lost, with none given back to the eagles. All
true Arizonans should rally behind protecting
this special place of eagles, water and trees.

Nena Renshaw Williams
Missoula, Mt.



Environmelltalists take CUR Dam' tcfcourt
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By Mike ~cCloy l J?~yt on the Agua Fda River and modific~- homes and the graves of their ancestc;m. The. lawsuit was ,expected to be filed by
ThePhoemxGazette. ~'I-~ tIOl"-:;,l)f Roosevelt. and Stewa~t ¥o'ln~~ ". A paJr ofsouthern bald e8:glesfledg~d two. Phoemx atto~ney GIlber~, Venable on behalf

After five months of threats envJronmen- d~tiJl?,t)n:....~e Salt RIver. ", k" chicks trom '8 -nest at,the ChfC Dam SIte last of the Mancopa, National and Prescott
· tal group~ planne~ t? file a' lawsuit t~is. Y' FJ.tmej!tIllterior. Secre~ry ,:)Villiam Cla.r~. ,.':sl?ring.,', '. Audubon .Soc~eties, Nati?nal Wi~dlife Fe~era-
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"This suggests to Congress that Arizonans f".}l~~tin~. paIr o(')LeJ,ld~...n.~et:. i!I:;"~outhem •. 'ld'''I'': dam; car( be 'built :without violating the ~ouncII a~d .NatlOnal Parks and Conserva-
,are not u!,ited behi~d Plan 6 and Cliff Da!D," 'e'llglertould be deteJ;mlt1ed.h~t·~;ijt~.'f'~', '2 ,,;: ,~Elnd.~¢red\~pe,~ies.,A~t if eagle" habitat is tlon ASSOCiation: ' .' ;
·Her~ Flbel~ Mancop~ Auduoon SocIety ~P')~n·'~.:W~~~Q~v,~~oped as,;n a.l~~tive' 4l.,,:i!ppt~:ved,~ISeWhJl,re in, Arizrn~<~I' " " . They eomp,l~~n nQ~ abo'!t Pla,n 6 but about
·president, saId. OrJll&>.1Jll~ a~9AP f.~ature 'sctapp~d .I~ l~K ;C/~ I . ;. r:,: Se~ret~uY:j, Don~.l{(tleti: ~wlto sue- ,Pial). 9, anot,her .a~rnatJve, to Orme Dam
, Cliff Dam, a $385 million feature of the bYfoim~r.Pres19,entJ~1'O{ter~~' .,,*: "::",.cee ~d'~a~k'stiIl,isco~sidei'iI1' Cliff Dam;' ; cons~~e~ed.?J~ut d~lgar~edi1n five years of
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followed federal rules in placing about 50,000 cubic feet per·~nd.
Plan 9 in -the final environmental- in a flood severe enough to Occur.
impact statement, "in response to once every 100 years, he said. ..~

public comment" on the draft. Plan 6 with Cliff Dam would
. "There was no need to rroduce limit that flow to an acceptable
.another draft environ.menta impact 55,000 cubic feet per second, Chase

.statement with Plan 9 ·in it,'~ Ellis said.
said, "I feel pretty sure we .have Plan I),without Cliff Dam would
followed all our own' procedures a?,d allov,: J 711;000 cubic feet per second.
have a legally adequate approach. - to flow.: ~ast the airport, where a.

Bill Chase, water adviser to the runway' was washed out in 1980
city of Phoenix, said Plan 9 "is not when' flows were estimated at
a legitimate alternative" and should '180,000 cubic feet per second.
not have been placed in either the The runway has been diked, but

.draft or final environmental impact . another runway is planned, if Cliff
-Btatement. Dam is .built along with Plan 6,I

An Orme Dam alternative must J Chase said.
provide enough water control to , "The. city of Phoenix would,
limit combined Verde and &It- probably challenge the Bureau.were1i

. River flows past Phoenix Sky. they to attempt to build Plan 9," he
Harbor International Airport U? said, .

..-.••

• Daml I From B-1
H •• •

:Reclamation to run Plan 9 through
~he environmental review process,"
fibel said.
"

,. Plan 9 is similar to Plan 6, but,
instead of building Cliff Dam, Plan'
9 would modify.-Horseshoe and
Bartlett Dams 'to make them safe in
the event of heavy floods.

:: Fibel complained that Plan 9 was
left out of a draft environmental'
~mpact statement on Orme Dam
alternatives, but was placed in the
linal environmental impact state- .
tnent, when the period for public
review had passed.
; "The public never had an oppor­
(unity to voice its opinion," he said.
: Bruce Ellis, chief of the Reclama­
tion Bureau's environmental divi­
sion in Phoenix, said his agency
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m
tba~ ~e atate;PaY up to' $327mu. ,
lion to secure a commitment (rom"
the federal government to push to
~mplete the $3.6 billion CAP~ ,
including Plan 6, by 1998.

That proposal, however, ha~
come under file in Congress be·
cause it assumes that Cliff, which
would elimiate the need for safety
,repairs to two existing dams on the
Verde, would be built with the help
of federal dam-safety funds. '0 .,

The environmental groups claim
,that the bureau and its ~t
agency, the Interior Departmen!e
violated the law by not including in

-- Cliff, B1.

"have agood case.18
""

Wheeler's group supports tJ1e
project.

The $3.6 billion CAP is expected
10 begin regular delivery of Colo­
rado River water to Phoenix this
year and to Tucson by 1991.
, The environmental groups fee
;peatedly had threatened to file suit
-over Cliff Dam if Arizona political
leaders refused to drop the dam
from Plan 6. A blue-ribbon panel
headed by the govemor, however,
recommended the construction of
$385 million Cliff as part of a
Iocal·funding proPosal for Plan 6-

The panel proposed last month

Environmentali;'groups'sue in'bid
y MARY A.M. GINDHAR1II. , nepartnient of Interior froDliemorig 'placing a bomb along the river,"

ArIzona Republic Staff .nine alternatives to replace the said Charles Babbitt, vice president
A coalition of 1~ national and 'planned Orme Dam and provide of the Maricopa Audubon Society

state environmental groups filed storage for CAP water and. flood 'and brother of Gov. Bruce Babbitt.
suit in federal court Thuisday to control along the Salt River in "The cost of ita destruction is just
block plans for the construction of metropolitan Phoenix. Orme was too high."
Cliff Dam and other dam projects killed in 1977 because of the Bob Walsh, a spokesman for the'l
:in the Central Arizona Project's ·objections by environmental groups federal Bureau of Reclamation's
$1.7 billion Plan 6. and Indian tribes. CAP office in Phoenix, said the

The lawsuit, filed in U.s. District· The environmental groups object bureau followed the rules of the
Court in Phoenix, claims that the . to Cliff, 'which is proposed for the National Environmental Proce-.
federal government violated the Verde River east of Phoenix, be-. dures Ad in selecting Plan 6 as the
National Environmental Proce- 'cause the dam's reservoir would alternative to Orme Dam in 1983­
dures Act in developing Plan 6 and destroy at least six miles of scenic William Wheeler, president of
,demands that the govemment fmd river and, flood a.. habitat for the Central Arizona Project Associ­
.an altemative to Cliff..desert-nestmg bald_lea. • lltion. said, "We're not going to lie
_ Plan 6 was chosen by the U.s..~ '"Building Cliff would be' like ·dOWD and play dead on this. We_
o '.'.• . ,~.i / •.,. •

"'"

I
': ~' \,:..- ·l.:.i~ _: ~ '~S::ii~- :a'i-:-o-~ llS 's-II) ~. ~ .1!~'~ -;;'() .'0l;C::i~~ Gi: =-:~.~.>; s:: -0 s:: ~~
:;" '. )CI)~ .oS-.·J:.a ~~ s:: . iii: ~ 00:5 .;::~ ~~~ ....s0:5 .... ·z ::'-i~ s:: s::~.~;~ ~
-c J S ...., . ->. i·..... (l) II) 0'••~.u... .s CiS ....0· (,) ~ ~ 0 ~-, _!h~ ~.~ '(3;:: as "'11'. S'C!) .,Q< ~ ~aasQ>~ CI) s::- U -~-s::~rIJ- ... oCl)->.' >. "C' ; i II) ,',. u ~ _:-= o::x: ...... II) It) Cll 0 ,t ~~ 00 a '(3 ...

:8~ -1 ; 'a p: ~ ~:B ; ~~ 'as fl Q ~ r2 ~ ~:a ft.§ ~~ ~11 ~ .§ Zl < § ~
~" ~. I I , ••g e aCD _ .5: II) p: ~ 8. ~ : ..:: § . - e .8 =- . 2 ~.~ ~ ~ ~'(3 =' Q) -88

~.s es::~<~~0:5 ... g ~i~§~~Q8~~g11~~o~e0:5
;8.~~ Q..!!I _ aG~ >. .... Cii.! ~ II) ==.!!3 '.;ZCii ~e'3 as 00 ~~;a00 ~ ~ ~ s::-o

"~ i ... 11):-= 1::~ ~ a s:: ..c~ s::.... "'g a sal s::.s::e 0 s:: s:: § II) r= s:: - ::;~ ~ ;
_ loS S Q 8.-0 > ~ .... to:: 11 .... &;: - ~ ~::g a Cll·9 ~ s'" ..c~ s:::::.8 ~::: II) al .-. e 0'" II) II) CI) '.;Z _ g CI) =' -0 CI) 0 .... = CI) ~ 8 C3 ~ 8 ....~ s::;o!.a;a.8 =' ~ ~ ~~,
o -0'" -0 ! ..... ~ 0:5 en._.s:: .... bIl~ "t:l 0 .~ ... t:: ;::...., 0 =,' 'oJ - =' al -0 0 .: .... CI) ...',

u- ~ '8. ~ -5~ -5 ~ G'~ s::.'; :2 .... "S .5 ~ ~ ~ ~lJ:i ~'() j ~~.~ ; ~ ~"E § ~~ ~ - 8~ ~ =
~ "t:I . Q,) 0 CIS C ~ ~ ..... C ~ to .... Co..- ._ := .... ~ .s .....ft --'.- 0 0
'u- CI) ....5~ .... ~-o -0 CI).s:: CI) e.g Q) =' i:'~ 0 ="'g ~ ~ !.Cii< .s~ -~
___ :::I ~'i"II)=, Cl)CDlI)a~"" ..!:=.:.sCll=,~~=,Cll"'1I)1I)8S:: < s::CI)~ ~al= ~ e~ 8t= ~ ~] s::] ~~ ~ ~ ~~~ e -oJ' f~ ~ :.:jt=0:5.;::~~.d' ~ 60:5 ~ ~,~'8# .. _Q'" ."~ ~ 0:5 c.>.!!1 c.> CIl? f ... CI) e~ ~.... =' u ~ II) II)~ bIl Cll Cll o.a ... s:: -;::.:: al g;
.'wI .~ ,llS=~~ ..c o.s ~.s i Q.~. a"t:l 00 f ~ .! ..c~ oS .s ::e z,-': (,)~ .2~c~~ a

ill
+J
+J
ill
N
CUU\
oco

0\
Xr1
'rl
Q "
illO
ON

..c:
P-. •

+J
ill p..

..c: OJ
E-4W • • •



The Phoenix Gazette
Oct. 8, 1985 Letters

We welcome oR Ietl
signed with name (
Editor. The Phoenix <l

•

•

•

Cliff Dam vital
Editor:

Cliff Dam, a vital element of the Central
Arizona Project, is being threatened by a
coalition of environmental groups which has
initiated legal action to prevent its
construction. A major concern of the coalition
is that this new dam on the Verde River will
destroy an area thought to be a nesting and
breeding ground of bald eagles. This is based
on an eagle's nest which was discovered in the
area last year, but which has since been
vacated.

While I appreciate this environmental
concern, I invite the residents of the Valley to
weigh it against the many benefits Cliff Dam
would provide.

The first benefit is water storage. A new
annual supply of water for 100,000 Valley
residents would be created. Water now being
lost during periods of excessive runoff would
be captured and made available for future use.

The second benefit is flood control.
Destruction from flooding which has run into
the multi-millions of dollars in recent years
would be greatly reduced.

The third benefit is dam safety. Cliff Dam
would replace Horseshoe Dam, which after 40
years is in need of costly repairs to meet safety
standards. And not to be overlooked are the
recreational opportunities that would become
available to all Arizonans.

As a 30-year Arizonan, I have a deep
appreciation for our environment and for our
wildlife community, of which the bald eagle is
a valuable member.

It must be recognized, however, that the
eagle is a highly mobile bird. Eagles banded in
Arizona have been identified all along our
West Coast, as far south as Mazatlan, Mexico,
and as far north as British Columbia and
Alberta, Canada.

The eagles seem perfectly capable of
adapting to modifications in their
environment. Moreover, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service has gone to great lengths to
mitigate any impact this dam, and the new
lake it will create, might have on the bald
eagle's nesting site.

Water is Arizona's most precious resource.
As our population expands, this resource
becomes increas,ingly taxed. We have a
responsibility to future generations to see that
an adequate supply is made available to meet
their needs. Cliff Dam will help fulfill this
responsibility•

Webb Todd
President

Central Arizona Project Association
. Phoenix
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liff Darn, a vital element of the

tiFF DAM
oodplain Insanity ... Weigh Benefits

Sure Disaster Central Arizona Project, is being .....---------------------,
Editor: threatened by a coalition of envi-

Maybe the lawsuit by the envi- ronmental groups, which has initi­
ronmental groups ~ill. save. us ated legal action to prevent its
from our floodplam msamty. construction.
Building a huge .ea:then dam A major concern of the coalition
upstream of PhoenIX 10 order to is that this new dam on the Verde
place . large numbe!'8 of peop~e River will destroy an area thought
deep 10 a v~cant nverbottom IS to be a nesting and breeding
non:*:nse. RIO Salado advocates ground of bald egles. This is based
ad~ltlonally have the gall to call on an eagle's nest, which was
thIS flood. control. On the .c?n- discovered in the area last year,
trary, Chff pam (and ralsmg but which has since been vacated.
Roosevelt) wIll guanin~e that While I appreciate this environ­
s?m.eda1 thousands of .RIO Sala~o mental concern, I invite the resi­
vlc~lms homes and busmesses wIll dents of the Valley to weigh it .
be mundated. ' t th be fits CI'ff

A Pima County hydrologist, agams e many. ne I I
Brian Reich, published statistics Dam w?uld provIde. The first
showing that the odds of being benefit IS water storage. A new
flooded during a 25-year occu. annual su~plyof water for 100,000
pancy next to a floodplain scheme Valley resIdents :-vould be creat:ed.
such as Rio Salado varied from Wa~r now bel.ng lost durmg
l-in-5 to l-in-20, depending on perIods of excessIve runoff ~ould
one's distance from the scenic be captured and made avaIlable
riverbed frontage, for future use. The secon~ benefit

rding to data provided by 18 fl~ con~rol. Destructl~n from
ureau of Reclamation Rio floodmg whIch has run mto the

salado would become a di~ter multimillions of dollars in recent
area in the event of a large flood. years would be greatly reduced.
In the Plan 6 environmental The third benefit is dam safety.
impact statement, they showed Cliff Dam would replace Horse­
that a Rio Salado with Orme Darn shoe Dam, which after 40 years is
made engineering sense - though in need of costly repairs to meet
they conceded it had serious safety standards. And not to be
environmental, social and eca- overlooked are the recreational
nomic problems. Cliff and Roose- opportunities that would become
velt dams are located too far available to all Arizonans.
upstream to hold back floodwaters As a SO-year Arizonan, I have a
which come in downstream from deep appreciation for our environ­
those dams in a major storm. ment and for our wildlife commu·

For example, 94 years ago nity, of which the bald eagle is a
Phoenix had a major flood. Even if valuable member. It must be
all of the ~roposed Plan 6 darns recognized, however, that the ea­
had been 10 place, the bure~u gle is a. highly mobile bird. Eagles
presented data to show that major banded in Arizona have been
portions of Rio Salado would have identified all along our West coast
been flooded. Why?, Because Rio as far souJh as Mazatlan, Mexico:
Salado would be bUIlt down next and as far north as British
to a cham~el able to handle only Columbia and Alberta, Canada.
55,000 cubIC feet per second. But The eagles seem perfectly capable
the bureau says almost lOO,ooq cfs of adapting to modifications in
~ould have corne down .the rIver their environment. Moreover, the
m .such a storm. ThatRiI~ almost U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has
tWIce as mu~h watE:r as 0 Salado gone to great lengths to mitigate

Id be bUIlt to WIthstand. . h' d d h
I d· d Ie floodl' g any Impact t IS am, an t e new

e n Ian an eag - n 1 k' 'II . h h
e Dam, paradoxically, would a e It WI cre,ate, I?ug ~ ave on

e safely held such a large flood the bald e~gles !1estl~g SIte.
55,000 cfs, and Rio Salado ,Water IS Anzona s most ~re-

uld have been left essentially CIOUS resour<:e. As our populatlon
act. ~xpand~, thIS resource becomes
Plan 6 is an engineering farce mcreasl.n~l~ taxed. We have a
i the sooner Arizonans realize responslblhty to future genera·
and get on with planning for tions ~ see that. an adequate
ir future the better we will all supply IS made avaIlable to meet

, their needs. Cliff Dam will help
GENEANNE PARKER fulfill this responsibility.

Phoenix WEBB TODD
President

Central Arizona Project
Association

Phoenix



National-resources
group, Sierra Club
wade in swinging
By ANNE Q. HOY
Republic Waltllngton Bureau

WASHINGTON - Two national
environmental groups have joined a
coalition lobbying to block con-'
struction of the proposed $385 mil­
lion Cliff Dam on the Verde River
'north of Phoenix.

The Sierra Club, the third·larg­
est environmental group in the
country, and the National Re­
sources Defense Council, a special.
interest legal and research founda·
tion, have joined the National
Coalition to Stop Cliff Dam, which
was formed in August to oppose
federal funding for the proposed
dam.

The coalition of environmental
groups, which claims a combined
membership of 5.4 million, con­
tends that the dam would destroy a
scenic stretch of the Verde River
and flood the habitat of two pairs of- -

groups join coalition tolQI)6yagaiilst Cliffl)am
t

.endangered bald eagle. - Although the National Resources it will go forward." .the CAP and Cliff Dam. Federal
"Cliff Dam has avoided the _Defense Council haa join~ the But Hodel said he is satisfied Iofficials have not accepted the

scrutiny it deserves because it has coalition, it has not joined the that plans the U.S. Fish and ,offer.
_ ridden the coattails of the Central lawsuit. Wildlife Service drafted in August Supporters of the dam, which·

Arizona Project," said Rob Smith of Laura King, 8 staff scientist at to reduce threats to the eagles are would be built upstream from
:the Sierra Club's Southwest re- ·.the group's office in San Francisco, .sufficient. Bartlett Dam, contend that Cliff
gional offic~ in Phoenix. . ~id there.are "less costly" alterna- I In its report, the Fish and would take pressure off Bartlett,

Meanwhile, Gov. Bruce Babbitt tlves to Chff. Wildlife Service said the loss of the ,which needs repairs. Therefore,
.on. Monday. offered to ask. ~he King asse~ted that ha~! .the ;Desting site could be offset by. \'they say, Cliff Dam should qualify'
Amona I~glslatur~ for $2 mlll!on ben,~fits of Chff woul~ be a wm~- 'habitat improvements elsewhere for money under a 19~ amendment
for a Verde River Protection .. fall for those supportmg the $1 bll- along the Verde and Salt rivers. Ito the 1978 Reclamation Safety of
Fu~d" in a~ ~ffort ~o. ease lion Rio Salado Project to tu!n the Babbitt's offer of $2 million to .Qam~Act.._ - - - -. .--­
en~lronmentahsts opposItion to usually dry Salt River bed lOto a ,help improve wildlife habitat along \' Opponents of Cliff Dam assert-
Chff Da~. . .complex ot shops,. ~omes, offi~es !the Verde River was made by Wes that Congress intended the money

A!t~ough It was .not part or. the ,and parks. In addltlo.n, she said, 'Steiner the state's former water-reo ,fbr dam repair rather than dam
coahtl?n at the time, t~e Sierra. :gen~rous federal fundlOg for such !sources' director, who is represent- construction.
Club JOined 11 other national and projects encourages waste of water. . the tate du ing negotiations Th I te' D t t' 1"
state environmental groups in a . Ed Osann director' of the water.. ;lO.g S r e n rlor epar me~ s so ICI-
federal suit filed Sept. 19 aimed at resources pr~gram at the National With the !ederal government over 'tor is drafting a legal opiDlo~ ,?n t~e
blocking construction of Cliff Dam Wildlife Federation, said the ex- . CAP fundmg. . . . - .,use of the funds. The oplOlon !S
.and other parts of the CAP's pansion of the coalition "simply T.h~ $2 mllho~. would be m expected to be completed later thiS
$1.7 billion Plan 6 water.storage adds strength" to efforts to block additIOn to ~7 mI1h?n the federal month. .
and flood-control projects. federal funding for the dam. government IS seekmg .to reduce Meanwhile, Rep. Eldon Rudd"

The suit, filed in U.S. District Interior Secretary Donald Hodel harm to ba~d eagle habitats along R·Ariz., saying he is "sickened" by
Court in Phoeni'l, claims that the said recently that growing opposi- the Verde River. the "coalition of - environmental

I federal government violated the tion to Cliff Dam does pose prob- Babbitt's offer came during ne- 'extremists" trying to block con·
National Environmental Proce- lems, but he declined to say gotiations between Steiner and struction of the dam, has written
dures Act in developing Plan 6 and whether he will support the project. - federal officials over .t~e state's 'more than ~~ Vall.ey l~aders, .asking
demands that the gO\lernment find "Cliff Dam is a problem," Hodel ,proposal to pay $327 mllhon to the ,them to Jom hIm m trymg to
an alternative to Cliff~ ~ .said. 141 don't know whether or how -;Bureau of Reclamation to complete1 lovercome the opposition.
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officials before presenting a final package
to the Reagan administration for ap­
proval.

George Britton, an executive assistant
to Gov. Bruce Babbitt, has said he would
like to see the CAP proposal submitted
to Congress by the end of the year so it
could be included in the 1986-87 fiscal
year budget.

"Everyone is in agreement. There are
still a few issues to be worked out, but we
have an agreement to go forth with," said
Randy Chandler, chief of the studies
branch for the Arizona Projects office of
the Bureau of Reclamation.

Officials reached the tentative accord
See • CAP, A-4

By Victor Dricks
The Phoenix Gazette

After thousands of hours of negotia­
tions, state and federal officials have
reached a tentative agreement on a $327
million local funding package for part of
the Central Arizona Project.

Negotiators, who were hammering out
the final details of the proposal today,
will meet Tuesday with state and federal

assertions by congressional opponents of
federally financed water projects in the
West that Congress never intended to
use funds earmarked for repairing unsafe
dams for the construction of new dams.

Cliff Dam is a $385 million component
of Plan 6 - the regulatory storage and
flood control portion of the $3.6 billion'
Central Arizona Project.

The Bureau of Reclamation has pro­
posed using about $127 million in dam
safety funds for its construction, since
the dam's reservoir would inundate
unsafe Horseshoe Dam on the Verde
River and alleviate potential problems
downstream at Bartlett Dam.

See • Cliff, A-4
I

liff Dam with safety funds OK
Tentative accord
allots $327 million
as local CAP share

Building
Congressional foes
vow fight in courts
over Interior ruling

By Sean Griffin
Gazette Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON - Interior Depart­
ment attorneys have concluded that the
proposed Cliff Dam on the Verde River
may be constructed in part with federal
dam safety funds.

The conclusion, contained in a solici­
tor's opinion prepared at the request of
Rep. John McCain, R-Ariz., counters
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The Phoenix Gazett
Dec. 6, 1985 The opinion, which will clear the way for

President Reagan to request dam safety
funds for the Verde River dam, is
unlikely to appease critics.

"Ultifuately 'the matter is going to be
decided in the courts," said Doug

. Lowenstein, aide to Sen. Howard Metz­
enbaum, D·Ohio, a key critic of the
proposal to build Cliff Dam with dam
safety dollars.

"We strongly disagree with the opin­
ion, and we're hopeful that the courts
will conclude that these things are the
way we see them," Lowenstein said.

Metzenbaum sought - and received
- assurances during 1984's debate on
dam safety funding that none of the $650
million authorized would be used to
construct new dams.

But the solicitor's opinion contends
that those assurances have "no relevance
to the issues Cliff Dam raises ... since it
is an independently authorized compo­
nent of the CAP."

The opinion said the proposal "would
avoid the absurd result of requiring
duplicated effort and the needless expen­
diture of hundreds of millions of dollars
from the Treasury.~'

Interior analysts estimate it would cost
approximately $279 million to simply
repair Bartlett and Horseshoe dams,

. costing the Treasury more than twice as
much in dam safety funds as the Cliff
Dam option. Ultimately, if dam safety
funds are not permitted for Cliff Dam's
construction, Arizonans would either
have to contribute another $127 million
on top of the $327 million local beneficia­
ries already have offered or the

From A-l
·amount would come from the CAP funds.
In the latter case, the $127 million would
pose the danger of exceeding the statu­
tory limit on CAP expenditures.

Because of the risk of unwanted
amendments from water project foes, the
state's congressional delegation is reluc­
tant to request new CAP authority.

McCain, through whom the opinion
was scheduled to be released, hailed the
opinion.

"It clears up any problems as far as
strict legality is concerned," McCain
said. "I think it just clears away one
other obstacle, and there's plenty more to
face."

Rep. Eldon Rudd, R-Ariz., in whose
district the dam would be built, said the
congressional record of dam safety de­
bate was ambiguous. , .

The solicitor's opinion, Rudd said,
"takes us out of the morass of indecision
and ambiguity."

Sen. Dennis DeConcini, D-Ariz., a key'
player in the negotiations that led to
passage of the 1984 legislation, was less
convinced of the solicitor's argument.

"I support Cliff Dam," DeConcini said,
"But I'm not anxious to get out there on
the cutting edge of deciding 'Yeah, this is
how we're going to build Cliff Dam.' "

CAP Association Executive Director
Bill Wheeler said the solicitor's opinion
"is definitely another plus and it makes
very good economic sense because the
construction of Cliff Dam is the most
cost-effective cure to the dam safety
problem. It would be a shame to not be
able to use the most cost-effective
method to solve the problem."

CAP From A-l
~----

•

late Thursday night.
The local funding proposal calls for

the Central Arizona Water Conservation
District to sell bonds to raise $175
million for its portion of the Plan 6
agreement. Plan 6, which includes con·
struction of Cliff Dam on the Verde
River, is a storage-flood control compo­
nent of the CAP.

The Maricopa County Flood Control
District will ante up $80.8 million; the
Salt River Project will kick in $44.9
million; and the cities of Phoenix,
Scottsdale, Tempe, Mesa, Chandler and
Glendale will provide a combined $62.5
million.

The amounts add up to more than
$327 million because related projects also
~re being funded under the proposal.

All of the funds will be paid between
1986 and 1997, Chandler said.

Negotiators still were working on
details for a terminal storage facility, in

which the city of Tucson wants to store
water, Chandler said. In addition, he
said, "they're still working on the
language of the operating agreement
between the cities and SRP."

The cities agreed to pay 5.8 percent of
the construction on Cliff Dam and 10.2
percent of construction improvements on
Roosevelt Dam. •

Chandler noted, however, that the
$327 million local funding figure was a
non-binding estimate.

"We think total costs will be $327
million, but it's not a firm figure,"
Chandler said.

Only CAWCD made a fixed cash offer.
The district has pledged the $175

million on the condition that the Legisla·'
ture grant it the authority to sell bonds.

"The agreement will go before the
board next Thursday for formal final
approval," Jim McIntyre, a spokesman
for CAWCD, said. "But it looks smooth."



Dissent from the Midwest-Northeast co­
alition was immediate. An aide to Sen.
Howard Metzenbaum, D-Ohio, said, "Ulti­
mately the matter is going to be decided in
the courts."'That's not stop-press news to

•

•

•

The Phoenix Gazette
Dec. 9, 1985

Cautious optimism on CUR Dam
The recent celebration in the Valley desert ratsi the entire project has been'

heralding the arrival of Colorado River 'fought in tne courts.
water in Phoenix via the Central Arizona
Project aqueduct was certainly in order. W~at may have carried the day wit.h
That water has been a long time coming Intenor was common. s~nse. A.nal}'sts est!-

about half a century. The fact remains, mate a cost of $279 million to simply repair
however, that the CAP at present is a Bartlett and Horseshoe d~ms, a cost ~o
'ditch, and ditches move water but don't taxpayers of more than tW.lce as muc~ In
hold a great deal of it Dams do dam safety funds as the Chff Dam option.

. . , As the Cliff impound fills, Horseshoe will
. disappear beneath the water.

There IS reason for cautious optimismi
about Cliff Dam, a $385 million component: A second dose of good news is that state
of Plan 6, the regulatory storage and flood: and federal negotiators reached a tentative
control portion of the $3.6 billion CAP.' agreement on Arizona's willingness to con­
Cliff is the property of the federal govern-, tribute $32! million front money t.o the
ment and falls under the purview of the Plan 6 portion of the CAP. The qUid pro
Dam Safety Act, as do Roosevelt and Stew-' quo sought here is for the federal govern­
art Mountain dams. It is good news that 'ment to commit to completing tne CAP
Interior Department lawyers have con- a~d PI~n ~ dam project~ ~y .19~8. Sounds
c1uded t~at the propolied Cliff Dam on the fair .t~IS sl~e C?f the MISSISSiPPi,. but the
Verde River may .be constructed in part coalitIOn will fight tooth and nail to dip
with federal dam safety funds. into Western Reclamation funds.

Despite the good news, this is no time
for complacency. The Central Arizona
Projec~ is a long way frol1l comp-Ietion, and
water IS a long way from Pinal and Pima
counties where it is so sorely needed.
There's a lot of fight ahead.
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The Phoenix Gazette
Dec. 31, 1985

Waste tax dollars-
Editor:

Cliff Dam, like its predecessor Orme Dam,
has engendered much emotionalism - aad
misinformation. Yet the facts are readily
available in reports prepared by the
,government agencies building such dams.

The price tag for Cliff Dam, with its
unnecessary flood control and miniscule water
supply, is $385 million. Fortunately, in this era
of soaring deficits, there are alternatives
available that would cost as little as $20
million.

Cliff's major justification is to make the
existing dams on the Verde River "safe"
during extremely large floods. Yet in a
"Paleoflood" study sponsored by the Salt
River Project, it was found that none of the
floods which have occurred on that river since
at least the time of Christ would have come
close to endangering those dams.

The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, which -
hopes to build Cli,ff Dam, desperately needs to
build such huge projects to prevent its
agency's extinction. They have misled the
pUQlic by claiming the $385 million Cliff Dam
would save $279 million in safety costs needed
for Horseshoe and Bartlett Dams.

First, they concocted a computer derived
"Noah" flood, which is three times the size of
the previously determined maximum flood.
Using this questionable assumption, they
claim Horseshoe Dam is unsafe. They have no
analysis showing the effect, if any, of its failure
on Phoenix, which is 58 miles downstream.

Secondly, the Bureau's own study shows
that Horseshoe's failure during the "Noah"
flood will add less than 2 percent to the flow at
Bartlett.

Repairing only Bartlett would prevent any
domino effect. According to the Bureau, this
would cost only $116 million - less than a
third the cost of Cliff.

Lastly, an even less expensive alternative
has been proposed in a study commissioned by
that other huge federal dam building agency,
the Corps of Engineers. There a national
'consulting engineering firm concluded that
Bartlett could be made safe by constructing a
safety spillway beside the existing dam,
leaving Bartlett intact.

It would cost less than $20 million - but
the Bureau has rejected it. They would rather
waste tax dollars and flood bald eagle nests.

Herb Fibel
President

Maricopa Audubon Soci~
Tempe
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e·· Flood From A-l
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FEMA is ex~cted to offer disaster will not be eligible for payments from
grants and low-mterest loans to flood Wausau however he said.
victims, McCain aide Tory Clarke said. A The FEMA fu~ds should be available'
FEMA office should be set up in Arizona to residents of a broader area than
- probably in Maricopa County - Wausau payments McCain predicted.
within a few days, she said. "I think it's g~ news' there will be

The relief can take two forms: individual claims satisfied," he said. "I~
P bl

' I' f r • f d to think some of the people are going to get
•. u I~ !e. Ie , 10~ r~patrs 0 amage some relief."

pubhc faclIttles, bUlldmgs and roadways. " , . ,
FEMA will pay up to 75 percent of the ~ut he added, 1m sure It won t
cost of repairs that restore facilities to sattsfy everybody; none of these ever do."
their pre-flood condition. The congressman remains critical of a

• Individual assistance, which can in- second contrac1?r deemed at fault for the
elude direct grants, eligibility for SJIlall ,east Mesa floodmg. ,
Business Administration loans, reim- JWJ Contracting was working near the
bursement for medical expenses, ex· CAP on the Signal Butte Floodway, a
tended unemployment benefits for those separate project funded by the Maricopa
who lost ~ork as a result of the flooding. County Flood Control District and U.S.
There is a $5,000 maximum for grants, Soil Conservation District.
bu~ SBA loans can exc~ed $100,000. The then-unfinished Signal Butte
Neither C!arke nor McCam. could say, project also contributed to flooding in'
however, If east Mesa reSIdents who specific areas hydrologists' reports have
al~eady accepted 8~ttlements from a concluded. '
private contractor's msurance company . .
will be eligible for FEMA grants. "We'll So far, however! JWJ and !ts Insurance
have to look into that," said McCain, cOl:npany, Industrtal}ndemmty, have n?t
who was told of the federal aid program paid a~y .damage cl~lms - a fact McCam
Tuesday night. 'called dIsgraceful.

, . On Jan. 10, McCain sent a letter to the
Wausau Insurance Cos. have paid out head of the Soil Conservation Service

$400,647 in settling 251 claims over the asking that JWJ not receive its final
past few we~ks, Wausau spokesman payment of $18,920 or be eligible for any
Jordan Ross said today. future federal projects until the company

The last of five Wausau claims "has satisfactorily resolved the claims 0

adjusters left the Valley Tuesday, but area residents who incurred damage as
adjusters will return in a few weeks to result of their actions."
settle remaining claims, Ross said. JWJ's "insensitivity" toward victims is

Wausau is the insurer for Ball, Ball "totally unwarranted," the letter con.!
and Brosamer, a contractor working for cluded.
the U.S. B';1reau of ~eclamation .on the JWJ President E.J. Johnson told The
Central Amona Project canal 10 east Gazette last week the company is not
Mesa when the area was deluged July 17., "running from anything" but wants the

Several hydrologists' studies have con-' Maricopa Flood Control District to share
eluded the construction project aggra- responsibility for the flooding.
vated flooding in a number of areas. A meeting with flood district official~

Wausau has received more than 400- is expected this week, Johnson and his'
damal!e elaimJl, Ross said. Some of those' attorney said.

By Doug Snover
and Sean Griffin
The Phoenix Gazette

MESA - President Reagan did a surprise turnaround
Tuesday and ordered federal aid for three Arizona counties ­
including Maricopa - hit by flooding in July.

Reagan and the Federal Emergency Management Administra­
tion had decided in August not to send financial aid to Maricopa,
Mohave and Yuma counties after heavy rains drenched some
areas July 12·22.

Gov. Bruce Babbitt had requested relief for Yuma and
Mohave counties on July 27. Re~. John McCain, R.Ariz., filed an
addendum, including Maricopa County.

FEMA is expected to quickly set up field offices to process
flood damage claims, an aide to McCain said.

The president's signature on the disaster package caught
Arizona officials, including McCain, by surprise.

"1 do not know why they (federal officials) turned around,"
McCain said this morning from his Washington office.

"We continued to barrage them with letters and phone calls
asking them to reconsider their position. But very honestly, 1did
not have a lot of optimism at all that they were going to change
their mind," McCain said.

Officials in Washington told The Gazette that the request
originally was denied because of FEMA's belief that damage
could be handled by state and local governments. That decision
was appealed by Richard Colson, director of the' Arizona
Department of Emergency and Military Affairs.

See • Flood, A-4

Flood aid OK'd
in 3 state counties
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The Phoenix Gazette
Jan. 21, 1985
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Flood aid
office opens
in east Mesa

Gazette Southeast Buredu
MESA - A disaster assistance

office for victims of July's flooding
will be open Wednesday through
Saturday at Salk Elementary
School in east Mesa, federal offi­
cials announced.

The office will be located in
classroom D-3 at the school, 7029 E.
Brown Road. It will be open four
days only from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.

The Federal Emergency Manage­
ment Agency office will procesl'!
applications for financial aid to
victims of flooding in mid-July.

Monsoon-style rains hit a portion
of east Mesa July 17, dumping up
to 4 inches of rain overnight. Storm
runoff collected in the then-unfin­
ished Central Arizona Project and
Signal Butte Floodway canals until

-both projects overflowed.
President Reagan last week de­

clared federal disaster status for
Maricopa County to make available
federal grants and loans for flood
victims. Similar aid also is available
for Mohave and Yuma counties.

A toll-free telephone information
service will begin Tuesday to pro­
vide information on eligibility for
residents of the three counties. The
number is 1-800-228-4079.



Jan. 28, 1985
The Phoenix Gazette

•
The hot line' will operate from 8
a.m. to 8 p.m. through Friday and

.. from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. beginning.Feb.
4. .. " .

. . _Heavy rains innundated porti~ns
, of,the state .begi,nning.JU;ly } ?' "Y1th
,up to.4 inc.hesr~p.or~ed m portIOns
.. Of east Mesa. Water and mud from
- the" storms swamped' homes . and

businesses. -" - '
. .se~enty-five. claims' 'were filed
last we'ek in Yuma, Farrington said.

FEMA offered grants up to
$5,000 and Small Business Admin­
istration loans up to $100,000 as

,well as reimbursements for medical
. expenses. , .

. . Gazette Southeast Bureau
~--'MESA ~ More than 50 east
Valley residents filed claims for

, :flood damage during four days that
.!1l -federal disaster assistance oper­
,:ated. in east Mesa,.JederaLoffidals
:.said today.
:;~'Th~ Federal Emergency Manage­
:ment·Agency opened 'disaster assis­
u~ance .centers fn Maricopa and
. ¥um'a counties last week -to process

claims by residentS whose proper­
ties w.ere damaged by flooding in '
July.
,~;__Some 53 claims'nad been fil~d by
.5~30 p.m. Friday at the Mesa center
that was located in Salk Elemen­
tary School, 7029 E. Brown Road,
jlCcording to FEMA spokesman
Steve Farrington.

,;~ .No estimates were available on
-how much money claimants are
seeking. The Mesa center closed at
7 p.m. Friday.
j":. Claims still can be filed over a
k>ii-free telephone "hot line" that.
will operate for several more weeks.

53 Valley residents
ifil~ flooding c!Wms.

•
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Randy Reid, The Phoenix Gazette

New River Dam dedicated
Officials and guests gathered Thursday to dedicate the fourth and final allow a controlled release, protecting homes and businesses along the New
dam in the P~oenix and vicinity flood control project. The earthen structure, and Agua Frio rivers. The $15.5 million dam was designed and built by the
locatQd near 67th Avenue and Jomax Road, will contain floodwater~d Army Corps of Engineers.
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ater storage urged
:"or Roosevelt Dam;
~forget flood control'
bY MARY A.M. GINDHART velt Dam for flood control, he
"rlzona Republic Stiff suggested the committee study the

Former Interior Secretary Stew- possibility of connecting the CAP
f!~t Udall urge4 politicians Tuesday canal system to the SRP water-stor­
io change their plans for Theodore age system on the Salt and Verde
Roosevelt Dam and use it for water rivers. This would allow flood
gtorage instead of flood control. waters captured by the SRP system
I If Udall's recommendation were to be pumped into the CAP canals
'~~lowed, it could drastically change instead of allowing them to flow
m:ans for. the Rio Salado project. down the Salt River, he said.
Udall said, however, that water "Here is a marvelous opportunity
canservation is more important for more water conservation in this
tban c~rrent development plans for state," Udall said.
the Salt River. ,. CAP's Plan 6 calls for modifying

"I used to be in favor of the Rio Roosevelt Dam and building a dam
alado Project, but I'm not sure called Cliff on the Verde River to

@~ymore:' Udall told other mem- reduce flood flows through the
bers of the Executive Committee on Phoenix area.
central Arizona Project funding. "My concern is that if this

The 18-member panel, appointed (Udall's suggestion to reduce Roo­
bY Gov. Bruce Babbitt, is to sevelt's flood-control capacity) was
~qommend to Congress how to use done, there could be no lakes (in
meal money to help complete the the Rio Salado project)," said Tim
~AP. Bray, executive director of the Rio
: Udall said that water would be Salado Development District. "It
wasted if Roosevelt Dam were used would drastically cut back on our
t(,r flood control because water recreational opportunities.
YJpuld be released even though the Jack Pfister, Salt River Project
reservoirs would not be full. Udall general manager, agreed with Udall
$lid that it is more important to that water conservation in Roose­
store as much water as possible in velt Darn could be more important
'the desert. The dam now is used than flood control.
only for storing wa\er. pfister said flood control is not as

The Central Arizona Project necessary as it was during the 1978
ans to use Roosevelt Dam for through 1980 Salt River floods.
: control. Water would be '~The state and local govern­
leased gradually on a regular ments have paid to build bigger
sis during times of heavy runoff. bridges," he said. "There has been

lilS would control flood flows channeling around Sky Harbor, and
. rough the Valley and permit the community of Allenville has
owstream development along the been relocated."
'anks of the Salt River. Allenville on the Gila River south
,While the CAP and Plan 6, which of Buckeye was severely damaged

addresses flood control, are federal during flooding on the Salt River.
p'!0jects under construction and Bray said he supported Udall's
,planning by the U.S. Bureau of suggestion to combine the SRP and
Reclamation, the $1 billion Rio CAP systems because then there
" alado project is 8 state plan for never would be flood damages to
I creational, commercial, industrial the Rio Salado project.

nd residential development in and Udall asked the committee to
'stong the Salt River. . consider his ideas and if necessary,

- Udall is one of six committee delay a September deadline for the
,n~embers who' also serve on the committee members to recommend
.oard of directors of the Central . how to use local funds to finish

izona Water Conservation Dis- Plan 6. The members of Arizona's
tfict, which ultimately must ap- congressional delegation have asked
prove any local funding plan. the committee for its recommenda­

'As an alternative to using Roose~ tions by Labor Day, Sept. 2.

The Arizona Republic
April 17, 1985
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By Mike McCloy
The PJlOellix Gazette

Phoenix should crack down on dump­
ers who have created a toxic wasteland
along the Salt River~ Mayor T.erry.
Goddard's Landfill Advisory Committee·
says.

"Strengthen these laws," the commit­
tee said in an interim report approved
Thursday night and scheduled for City
Council action Tuesday.

The report notes that s?me cities "fi~e
viohltors, impound. vehicles used 111
illegal dumping and seize property used.
in these activities."

Ron Jensen, Phoenix public works
director acknowledged after the meeting
that th'e. city had no authority over
dumping on private property, even
though dumped chemicals may have
caused some of the ground water pollu-

The Phoenix Gazette
Sept. 6, 1985
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Panel urges city crackdown .
on Salt River 'toxic wasteland'

•
tion discovered underneath much of
Phoenix..

"We can find a whole lot full of old
tires and junk, but we have no regulatory
authority," he said.

The committee, named by Goddard a
year ago, studied aerial photos ~o
discover 24 dumps and 10 waste ponds 111
addition to the 16 landfills known to
exist along the Salt River. from ~8th
Street to 51st Avenue.

Nearly half of the newly identified
dumps appear to contain chemical waste,
paint, oil or pesticides that ~ould ~~n­
taminate ground water, staff 111tern rim
Gearan reported.

Gearan showed slides of some of the
dumps, Including the former E~tes Land­
fill, owned by the city of Phoe11lx.

See _ Dumping, A-4

•um pin9 _---..;..F,;,..;.ro.;.,..m-A--l
"I shouldn't have been able to get into Avenue Landfill on the north bank of the

that landfill, but a gate was left open," Salt River and the state health depart­
Gearan said. "I can't explain why water ment per~its sever~l private landfill
has been standing on top of the landfill operations along the fiver banks.
for several days." . Gearan said he notified the police

Chuck Anders, environmental health when he spotted a truck dumping
chief for the Arizona Department of residential garbage in one of the private

ealth Services and n member of the· landfills last week. The landfill has a
mayor's committee, said he would "take state permit to handle only construction
a look at it." debris, Anders said.

The health department supervised "There is no way we can monitor every
partial excavation of the landfm by the load that goes in there," he said.
city in 1982 and required a dirt cover "Oh, yes there is," Alma Williams, a
that was supposed to keep. rainwater committee member, retorted. "You can
from seeping into,the garbage and toxic fence these landfills and mount cameras
chemicals that remain. at the gates to determine who is using

He noted that ground water samples them."
near the Estes Landfill, near 40th Street The committee plans to consider
on the south side of the Salt River, cleanup methods used in other cities and.
contain the highest levels of cancer-caus- consult with the U.S. Environmental
ing vinyl chloride found in the state. Protection Agency before recommending.

"If yoU pump the water, it comes out a priority list of sites to be tackled by the
as Gator Ade," he said. city.

Besides tougher laws and enforcement, Meanwhile, the panel urged Anders to
the mayor's committee recommends that proceed with a contract for construction
toxic landfills be contained or removed of 8 state hazardous-waste disposal
and that "an alternative must be found facility at Mobile and suggested subsidies
for disposal of waste in the riverbed." to reduce dumping fees and encourage,

The city continues to ope,rate the 27th use of the facility.
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Scottsaele Daily Progress
Oct. 22, 1985

Pennits have been issued to
cities for jogging paths and horse II;:
trails, he added. ;;{

an~:e~:~~~na~; ~~:;::e~: t~~~ 1111

either works in the canal itself or ::::;
by tractors that drive on either :N
side of the canal, dragging heavy N
~r::~, ~~~~~:~. thickets of ~I

Any development on canal Nit
banks cannot restrict the equip- ','"
ment, he said. W

The committee also reviewed a
list of objectives for canal
beautification.

The primary goal of the group
will be to open the canal banks to
public use, according a draft of
the committee's statement of ob­
jectives.

~?.f£~~~~Ji:'-i I
ject.

Althought the Taliesin plan
deals primarily with the Scott­
sdale Road <j,rossing, the commit­
tee is studymg ways to improve
the Arizona Canal through Scott­
sdale and Phoenix.

SRP controls about 132 miles of
canals in the Valley, including
the Arizona Canal.

Gentry said the committee will
submit its final reports to the
Scottsdale City Council, with the
hope of initial development at &

Scottsdale Road. ~~
"One of the goals of this com- ~¥.,§

mittee is not to go on and on," ~~
Gentry said. "Our recommenda- E
tions ultimately will be taking in @
the total canal system, but we are m
concentrating on the downtown [ij
(Scottsdale) canal because this is @
the most feasible at this time." *

By MARK FLATTEN
Progress Staff Writer

Plans to turn the banks of the
H Arizona Canal in downtown Scott­

sdale into a park-like mall have
to be balanced against Salt River
Project's maintenance and
operation needs, an official of the
utility said Monday.

Any changes in the uses of
canals must not interfere with
their primary purpose of water
delivery, Don Womack told the
committee studying a canal
development proposal.

That means any improvements
cannot impede trucks and equip­
ment that use the banks to clean
the canals, Womack told
members of the Canal Bank Com­
mittee, a panel studying the

t! feasibility of adding landscaping,I :::~r:h:~~~:d~~:~~.ng the
~. The committee, chaired by
~ Scottsdale Councilwoman Billie
:~.....,.!'.';.,.. Gentry, was fonned after designs
/ for improving the appearance of

I ~;~r*~dSSc:~::~::::

~\(:,',.:\,.I,.\'.,'\'..,;,. ~~~;;~;;;~
.' million, according to Taliesin

11 es~~t;~p canals are owned by

I~;~::::::~::
Ii ri::~~~~~:=f~~ s~~~~~~ ~:
;~"" recreation, he said.
~f:~~*i!:;W':%$~=-~~:::-:;:*::;::::~:::::: ::·::::::~f~::~~~;:;w:::::::.;X::::~~::::&m·.:~::@:::;::-m·£'il;j';;@!iMlWWSl!%lm%~'Bf;j@mi~M

.....:::....~
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to get worse.

"It is going to be the tourist

season, and tourists take the path

of least resistance," Carson said.

"When someone calls from Moun­

tain Shadows or the Registry and I

try to tell them to take Scottsdale

Road to MacDonald, MacDonald to

,Hayden and Hayden to Miller,

they're not going to know what I'm

saying, and they'll go to El

Chorro's.

"Having that intersection tom

up is going to spell disaster for the

. - Drain, Extra 6

going down drain
Still, that part of Scottsdale is a

maze for most people, and Maggiore

says he is losing business.

"What is lost is lost," he said.

"Eventually, r hope the people

come back. I know they needed this

drainage pipe. I just wish it wasn't

now."
Don Carson is part owner of Don

& Charlie's, a restaurant on Camel­

back just west of Miller Road.

The construction has hurt, par­

ticularly his after-work take-out

business. But when Scottsdale

Road is torn up, he expects things

heard inside the restaurant.

"We were,going pretty well until

the contruction moved this far

west," Maggiore said. "Business has

slowed down just when we were

gathering momentum."

Had he known about the con­

struction planned along Camelback,

Maggiore said he would have post­

poned his opening. Now, he doesn't

have a choice. He has food and

advertising contracts that can't be

broken. Access to his restaurant is

blocked off Camelback, although

customers can get there if they

follow SaddlebagAvenue north.

Merchants' business
SCOTTSDALE - Tommy

Maggiore's restaurant has been

open fewer than four weeks, but

already he's bracing for his first

setback.
Maggiore owns Tomasello's, on

Camelback just east of Scottsdale

Road.
Last week, several construction

crews showed up in front of his

business and began tearing up the

street. By Thursday, the trench was

15 feet deep, and traffic was at a

frustrating standstill. The diesel

ditch-digger was chugging loudly,

and the jackhammers could be

Peter Schlueter IRepublic

Tommy Maggiore is sorry he wasn't able to delay the opening of his restaurant on Camelback Road until crews complete a drainage project.

To complete the final stage, the

the corps received $3.5 million in

federal funds. The project extends

drain pipes east from 68th street

and Lafayette Boulevard along the

Arizona Canal to Scottsdale Road,

where they will connect with pipes

that run down Camelback to Indian

Bend Wash.

The project was started June 14,

and Moore expected construction in

the area of Camelback and Scotts­

dale roads to be completed by Oct.

1.
But there have been "all kinds of

delays," Moore said.

Workers ran into utility lines

that had not been relocated or had

been moved to the wrong place, he

said. Rainstorms also caused delays.

"We were hoping to be done with

the entire project by Dec. 1," he

said. "Right now, that has been

extended 31 days, and I know it 'Vill

have to be extended again. This is

what is forcing excavation into the

Christmas season."

Currently, Corps of Engineers'

crews and equipment are working

on the southern side of Camelback

Road just east of the Arizona Canal.

Beginning this week, they will cross

to the northern side of Camelback,

where they will tunnel under the

Arizona Canal.

Since the canal is only dry for a

30-day period - Nov. 10 to Dec. 10

- Moore says the work crews must

tunnel under the canal then.

After finishing at the canal, crew.s

will start on the Scottsdale Road

crossing, which is targeted to go

from the Fashion Square parking

lot, across Scottsdale Road to the

alley next to Arcadia Liquors.

~"nll;~ct m~y cause
oliday headaches
t.,busy intersection

SCO'ITSDALE - Traffic at the

tomer of Scottsdale and Camelback

roads already is bad enough to

pring on a headache, but come

Ilecember, drivers are going to be

. '~facing a real migraine.

Forty construction workers from

,the Army Corps of Engineers are

scheduled to tear up the popular

intersection a week before Christ­

mas.
Drivers hoping to get to Fashion

Square .Mall and the Fifth Av~nue

and Old Town shopping areas at

the busiest time of the year will be

greeted by ,a 12-foot-deep trench

across Scottsdale Road, just north

of Camelback Road, limiting traffic

to one lane each way.
No one is happy about the

prospect, particularly Pat Neal,

manager of Scottsdale's Field Engi­

neering Department, who promises

it won't happen.
"The city won't allow a contrac·

tor to work on a roadway adjacent

to one of the heaviest shopping

areas during the heart of the

Chistmas season," Neal said last

week. "We won't let that happen."

But Dan Moore, project manager

for the corps, says it will.

"I know the way Scottsdale feels,

that they can come in and tell us

what to do," Moore said. "But

that's not true. It's possible some­

thing can be worked out, but as it

stands now, our contractor has

certain schedules that must be met,

and work cannot be delayed any

longer."
The trenching of Scottsdale Road

is part of the final phase of the

Indian Bend Wash Project, which

was started by the Corps of Engi­

nee,,)., 1971, and today is a

Scottsdale landmark.
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Drain
Continued from Extra 1

downtown merchants. The traffic is
going to be terrible."

Sheri Boden already knows that.
Boden is manager of Around the

Corner, a hamburger restaurant at
the corner of Camelback and Miller
roads. Access to the shopping

center where she is located is
blocked off Camelback Road.

"About a month ago, when this
entire intersection was torn up, our
'dinners really dropped off, and we
were hit hard," she said. "This is
our busy season when the winter
visitors start, and we have. been
hurt. When Scottsdale Road is torn
up, it is really going to be a killer.
But what can you do?"
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"want to use as many as 800 people
to construct the church at the
southwest corner of McClintock
Drive and the Superstituion Free-
way. .

The staff has expressed doubts
about the proposal. They said it
would be difficult to inspect the
building and make any changes

'necessary in construction plans
,with the hurry-up schedule.

In addition, the staff also has ~

The council also will consider :a
, proposal by Jehovah's Witnesses to

build a church by working around
the clock on a weekend. The city

. staff said members of the church

By Gten Creno
Gazette Southeast Bureau

TEMPE - The City Council
tonight will consider 'a developer's
plan to build two lakes for water
skiing in Tempe's section of Indian
Bend Wash.

The council will discuss the
proposal informally during its study
session tonight. It may decide to
kill the plan or schedule it for a
public hearing and a formal vote at
a later meeting.

The proposal was submitted by
'Jay Fraser of Tempe. Fraser wants
to build a 2,400-foot slalom lake,
and a l,200-foot lake for ski tricks;
in the section of the wash between
McKellips and Curry roads in north,
Tempe.

Fraser said the lakes would
provide water skiing for the public,
ski instruction, ski tournaments•.
sales of ski equipment and other
services. Public lakes, he said, are
so crowded that "good quality'
water skiing is not possible for,
anyone." '

Fraser wants to lease the prop-'
erty from the city and. said engi-,
neering and constructIOn of the
lakes would meet the standards of
the city, Maricopa County flood
control and the Army Corps of
Engineers for flood control and
hydraulics in the wash, Indian Bend
wash runs from Scottsdale south
through Tempe to the Salt River
bed and acts as a drainage canal
during periods of heavy rain.

Water for the lakes would be,
purchased from Tempe. Fraser said
skiing could be done year-round
with the use of wet suits during'
winter months.

In his proposal to the council,
Fraser said the lakes would fit into
the area, which has no residential
development. \

"The use is compatible for the
area" the proposal said. "There are '
num'erous parks and this is a very
similar use. The boats to be used
are extremely quiet and specifically'
designed for water skiing. No otheu
boats will be allowed."

The Phoenix G~a~z~e~t~t~e ==== ~ -===.=_---=================j
Feb. 7, 1985

Proposal for 2 ski lakes in wash
• to be discussed by Tempe council

concerns about noise from night­
time work and the possibility the
project could become a "media
event" complete with sightseers'
that would produce a "carnival
atmosphere."

The staff has suggested alterna­
tive construction schedules that
would spread the work over several

'days.
" The council will meet at 7 p.m. in
the third floor conference room at
City Hall, 31 E. Fifth St.

•

•
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The council approved formation
of the task force after some commu­
nity opposition arose to the proj­
ect's Reach Four segment, which
would extend from the Dreamy
Draw area to about 39th Street and
Camelback Road.

Public hearing set
on diversion channel

The last of four public hearings
on the controversial Arizona Canal
Diversion Channel project will be
held at 7 p.m. today in City Council
cbamb"ers, 200 W. Jefferson St.

The mayor's ll-member Arizona
Canal Diversion Channel Task
Force, which has beeF! studying the
is$ue since June, expects to make
its, recommendations to the council
late this month on whether to
endorse the project or seek alterna-
tives.

The council will meet at 7 p.m. in
the third-floor conference room at
City Hall, 31 E. Fifth St.

The city staff recommends that
the council select the golf project.
They said the ski lakes will produce
noise from boats, equipment and
speakers that would disrupt nearby
residential areas.

The council will discuss the
projects during its study session
tonight. It may indicate its prefer­
ence for one of them but will take
no final action. '

PGA Tour Investments, Inc., a
subsidiary of the Professional Golf­
ers Association. Their plans call for
a driving range, miniature golf
courses, a pro shop and food
services.

Gazette Southeast Bureau
TEMPE - The City Council will

Ciiscuss two development proposals
for the long-vacant Indian Bend
Wash at its study session tonight.

Developers have submitted plans
for water-skiing lakes and a golf
center in Tempe's section of the
wash, which drains storm water
from Scottsdale south to the Salt f

River. Scottsdale has developed its
part of the wash as a parks system,
but Tempe's portion is dry, rutted'
and uflusued.

Developer Jay Fraser wants to­
build two ski lakes in the wash.
Customers would pay a fee to be
towed by boats owned by Fraser's
company. The'complex also would
include facilities for purchasing ski
quipment and refreshments.

The golf center was oropOsed by

[empe council to mull future
of vacant Indian Bend Wash

•
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Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport, Arizona
State University, Phoenix City Hall, the state Capitol
and a large part of downtown Phoenix.

"All bridges, and wastewater treatment plants, and
major water, power and telephone utility crossings of
'the river would be destroyed. The potential destruction
and loss of life should not be permitted," according to a
CAP Association statement backing Cliff Dam.

While Cliff Dam would cost $390 million, the
statement says, making Horseshoe and Bartlett dams
safe would cost $307 million, virtually all coming from
the federal treasury. The work would include beefing up
the dams' foundations and enlarging their spillways.

That alternative work would save $83 million over
the cost of building Cliff, but the cost to the federal
treasury actually would be greater because the project
would qualify entirely for safetyofDamsAct funds. Yet
it would yield none of the flood control and water
storage benefits of Cliff, the association says.

Paul Cherrington, SPR's director of water
management, says even the CAP Association's figures'
are conservative. Based on Bureau of Reclamation
standards, he says, it could cost as much as $334 million
to secure Horseshoe and Bartlett dams.

But Fibel has challenged those figures, claiming an
"independentstudy" that was "ignored by the Bureau of
Reclamation showed Bartlett Dam could be made safe
for $20 million:"

"SRP is talking about making these dams safe from
something that's inconceivable," says Fibel, referring
to SRP's computer generated flood projections. "If a
flood came that breached Horseshoeand Bartlett, there
already would have been so much destruction that this
would add a negligible amount of destruction."

S RP's Cherrington says those who oppose Cliff
Dam don't understand the phenomenal potential
for runoff on the huge Verde River watershed,

which reaches far into northern Arizona. The
6,000-square-mile Verde watershed is only slightly
smaller than the salt River watershed, and its average
annual runoff is about half that on the salt because its
elevation is lower.

Butwinter storms typicallydumpmore precipitation
on the Verde watershed than on the salt. Yet the Verde
River's two dams represent only 15 percent of the total'
storage capacity of all dams on both rivers.

Winter storms usually originate in the Pacific and
sweep into the hi2blands of central Arizona from the .
southwest, pumping most of their moisture before
reaching the salt River watershed, says Cherrington.

When a series of major storms swept into Arizona in
March 1978, causing serious flooding in ~e Valley,
almost three times more water was flowing in the
Verde than in thesalt. Substantiallymore water flOWed
down the Verde again during flooding the followlpg
December. \

During slightly less serious flooding in January 1979,
,Pie... tum to Cliff Dam,

;

T
hesaltRiver PrOjectalso is fighting to keep Cliff
Dam, and has f"ed a formal court challenge to
the environmentalists' suit.

SPR General Ma(l8ger Jack Pfister callS the
AudubonSociety'Sposition "folly" because it "forces the
federal government W spend more rather than less"
while yielding none (If the flood control and water
storage benefits of Clilf Dam.

If Cliff Dam isn't built, says Pfister, major
modifications must be made to Horseshoe Dam and
Bartlett Dam farther downstream in order to make
them safe. Computer projections based on evidence of
past flooding of the Vtlrde show that huge inflows are
possible that could for~e both dams to fail, he says.

Horseshoe Dam is "the Achilles Heel of the system,"
according to Pfister, because of its small size and the
relatively small capacity of its lake. The computer
projections based on historic flood data show that each
year there is a one-tenth of one percent chance of a
major inflow washing out the earthen portion of
Horseshoe Dam.

The resulting massive inflow into Bartlett Lake
positively would cause Bartlett Dam to fail, which in
'turnwouldcausea caWtrophic flood in the Valley, says
Pfister.

The Central ArizoDa Project Association has
predicted that failureot BartlettDamwould flood all of

HORSESHOE
DAM
HORSESHOE DAM WOULD BE DELETED
IF CUFF DAM IS CONSTRUCTED

+tPROPOSED
CLIFF DAM

GrIphlc by Marcy Manley I SAP 1OU'C8

STEWART

l
MOUNTAIN
DAM

\

GRA~ITE REEF
738,OOOCFS

TEMPE BUTIE
484,OOOCFS
GRAND CANAL­
BROADWAY RD.

hearings because it had "strong public support" at the obvious target for bUdget cutters.
time and had fewer adverse social and environmental
impacts than otheralternatives. Clarknoted tbatCliff's Leading the fight to kill Cliff Dam is the Maricopa
environmental costs would be partly offset by Audubon Society, which, along with the National
breaching Horseshoe Dam. Audubon SocietY, the Sierra Club, the National

Towering 338 feet above the VerdeRiver, the earthen Wildlife Federatioi ,ud ei&bt other env~l
Cliff Dam would be the.largest 'structure or. the groups, fOed suf! in eral court last September.
'Salt-verde system. Its 8,70o-acre ~rvoir would be The suit charges tltat the Bureau of Reclamation
second in surface area to Lake Roosevelt, the largest failed to adequately ej[plore either the alternatives to
lake in the system. Cliff Dam or its full environmental impact. Cliff would

Besides affording additional flood control for the inundate a bald eagle nesting area and eliminate six
Valley, Cliff would provide enough additional water milesof river habitatt/lat is important to the eagles and
storage to supply about 100,000 people for domestic to other wildlife.
use. The environmentalists' lawsuit came just a month

The latest cost estimate for CliffDam is $390 million, after the U.S. Fish an6 Wildlife Service reported that
most of which would be paid by the federal government. Cliff Dam could be puilt "without jeopardizing the
Alarge part would come from future CAP funding, and continued existence (If the endangered southwestern
about a third would be authorized under a 1984 measure bald eagle, if certain conditions are adopted."
intended to ensure the safety of federal dams. Among other requirements set by the Fish and

) Several members of Congress have questioned Wildlife Service, the Bureau of Reclamation must
whether safety of Dams Act money could legally be reestablish river habJtat in the Horseshoe Lake bed
used for new structures, claiming the intent of the once Horseshoe Dam JS breached, reserve Cliff Dam's
measure was to pay only for repairing existing top 65 feet for flood control only, keep construction
structures. But late last year, the Reagan administra- from disrupting the e#gles during nesting season, and
tion's legaladviser for theBureauofReclamation ruled enhance the wildlife h,bitat on other areas of the Verde
that safety of Dams Act funds could be used for Cliff River.
Dam since it was part of the alternative to Orme Dam, Herb Fibel, president of the Maricopa Audubon
which in part had been a dam-safety project. Society, is not impr~ by the requirements. He

Asmaller chunk of the funding for Cliff would come claims Arizona can nD longer afford to give up mile
from Valley taxpayers and water ratepayers under a after mile of desert river habitat to water projects, and
plan forged by a committee headed by Gov. Bruce that Cliff Dam is where the line must be drawn.
Babbitt. The committee, made up mainly of Cliff actually would disrupt two eagle nesting areas
representatives of Valley cities and utilities, has among only 20 in the entire 5tate, he says. Thirteen of
offered to pay $327 million of the total $1.1 billion cost those nests fledged baJ)y eagles, including four nests on
of Plan 6. the Verde River wbiclt produced eight young.

The local-funding proposal, along with backing from The Audubon Society is still studying the unique
Arizona's political leaders and President Reagan, habits of the Sonoran bald eagles, says Fibel, but is
hasn't calmed the storm of opposition to Cliff Dam. concerned that the rising lake behind Cliff Dam could

.Some of the opposition comes- from key members of drive them away. Anest that now is perched high atop
Congress representing eastern states eager to cut funds •cliffs overlooking the river would be only 47 feet above
for western water projects. the water level when the lake is full, he says.

Their battle cries have grown sharper in recent Bill Wheeler, directttr of the Central Arizona Project
weeks as the Gramm-Rudman budget-eutting law Association, responds that "people in the Valley are
threatens to slice deep into traditionally sacrosanct more important than j)ne eagle's nest 01 three eagle's
programs and projects. No one knows for sure what the nests or whatever the heck the number is".
long-term effects of Gramm-Rudman will be on the "The nesting site we have in Phoenix for 2 million
CAP. people is more important than one eagle's nesting site

Cliff Dam, because it is controversial, could be an on the Verde. I like tile breeding habitat we have in
Phoenix," says Wheeler.

..
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CAN IT WEATHER THE STORM?

By Bob Schuster
Staff writer

Proponentssayit'sbadlyneededtoprotect the Valley
hom catastrophic flooding, to store more water for a
burgeoning population, and to avoid costly repairs to
existing dams. -

OpponeDts say it's an environmental disaster and a
blatant taxpayer ripoff wbose only possible
justification is to allow well-beeled developers to start
building within the Salt River floodplain.

It's Cliff Dam, a major pan of the proposed $1.1
billionPlan 6dam btJildin&Programformallyapproved
two yean ago by the Reagan administration.

Cliff Dam is at the center of a growing storm of
.controversy that extends from Arizona's centers of
power to the balls of Congress. It's a political, fiscal,
environmental and legal storm that could come to a
bead thisyear.a;i- -

I
t was in 1978 that the federal Bureau of
Reclamation started seriously considering building
a new dam on the Verde River northeast of the

Valley. Getting its name from the spectacular cliffs
- that rise alongside the river in some areas of the lower

Verde Valley, Cliff Dam figured in most of eight
alternatives to the scuttled Orme Dam.

Congress had authorized Orme Dam in 1968 to
augment the Central Arizona Project. It was to be built
at the confluence of the Verde and salt rivers, adding
significant new storage space to that already provided
by the salt River Project's six dams. '

But an environmental impact statement released in
1976 was highly critical of Orme Dam because it would
flood a large part of the Fort McDowell Indian
Reservation as well ,"S flood some unique wildlife
habitat. The report effectively killed the project.

The search for alternatives ended on April 3, 1984
when Interior Secretary William Clark formally
approved Plan 6, which was one of eight options.

Plan 6calls for major improvements to severalof the
four dams on the salt River, a bigger Waddell Dam to
enlarge Lake Pleasant on the Agua Fria River
northwest of Phoenix, and construction of Cliff Dam
between the two existing dams on the Verde River. Cliff
Dam actually would replace the upstream Horseshoe
Dam, a relatively small earthen dam which would be
breached once Cliff was built.

Clark said he selected Plan 6 following extensive



Continued from page 1
most of the flow was down the Salt
River.

But that was reversed in Fe­
bruary 1980 when the most serious
flooding of the century did millions
of dollars worth of damage in the
Valley. The flooding was caused by a
series of three storms that dumped a
huge volume of water on the Verde
watershed sending 50 percent more
water over Bartlett Dam than over
the Salt River's downstream
Stewart Mountain Dam.

Afourth storm had been predicted
by the U.S. Weather Service, and
Pfister had issued an alert that the

Those who oppose
Cliff Dam don't
understand the
phenomenal
potential for runoff on
the huge Verde River
watershed, which
reaches far into
northern Arizona,
says Paul
Cherrington, director
of water
management for the
Salt River Project.

storm could cause the failure of one
or more dams on the system. At the
height of the 1980 flooding, spill­
ways on every dam in the SRP
system were wide open.

Luckily, the fourth storm didn't
reach Arizona.

Even that destructive flood was
small compared with what the
Verde watershed is capable of
producing, based on the computer
generated projections, says Pfister.
It is theoretically possible, he says,
for the Verde River alone to receive
four times more runoff than the
entire Salt-Verde system yielded
during the February 1980 flood.

Besides rejecting SRP's flood
projections, Fibel says the Valley is
far better prepared today than it
was in February 1980 to handle a
major flood. Today, for example,
the Salt River has 14 bridges that
would withstand a similar flood, and
dikes now protect Sky Harbor
runways. Other downstream
evelopment either has been moved
r protected.
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Cliff D "It makes no sense to put peopleam and buildings in floo~-prone ar~as at
taxpayers' expense.

He also points out that although
Rio Salado has no specific water
allocation, its planned parks would
require as much water to maintain
as Cliff Dam would provide for
municipal use - or enough to supply
100,000 people.

Bray confirms the water-use
estimate, but says the project will
use only treated sewage effluent and
other wastewater, not drinkable
water.

Pfister, a strong advocate of Rio
Salado, says Cliff Dam undoubtedly
would open up more land near the
river for development. "That's the
nature of any kind of public works
facility. With the freeway plan, the
value of the land near those routes
on the map went up just as soon as
voters approved it (last October)."

Despite Rio Salado's benefits, he
adds, it never has been the sole
justification for. Cliff Dam. As the
Valley's population grows, so will
the need grow for more water to
satisfy that population's thirst.

It makes little sense to continue
allowing millions of gallons to flow
down the Salt River and out of the
Valley during peak runoff periods,
he says, when Cliff Dam would allow
it to be captured and used.

A growing population also will
need more river crossings. And
building those bridges without the
flood protection afforded by Cliff
Dam w.ould be far more expensive
than the smaller structures possible
with the dam in place, says
Pfister.

Meanwhile, Fibel and fellow
environmentalists are determined
to keep up their own considerable
legal and political pressure to kill
Cliff Dam. The benefits simply don't
-----~- - . --

justify Cliff's costs, they claim.
"We're environmentalists, but

we're also taxpayers," Fibel says,
"and we're getting it in the shorts
tax-wise with Cliff Dam and Rio
Salado." -

If built, Cliff Dam surely would be
able to weather nature's storms.
Right now, however, it faces a far

'SRP is talking about
making these dams
safe from something
that's inconceivable,'
says Herb Fibel,
president of the
Maricopa Audubon
Society. 'If a flood
came that breached
Horseshoe and
Bartlett, there already
would have been so

.much destruction
that this would add a
negligible amount of
destruction.'

more ominous threat to its
existence.

Whether this controversial
project can weather the man-made
storm that surrounds it remains to
be seen.

Bob Schuster is editor of the Cox
Arizona Publications editorial
pages. In his 15 years in Arizona
journalism, he has served as editor
and associate publisher of the
Mohave Daily Miner in Kingman
and managing editor ofThe Courier
in Prescott.

'~------'-



Flood control boils down to
making more land in ~he

floodplain available. to
developers," says Fibel. "A $390
million dam boils down to only one
justification -. Rio Salado. Rio
Salado is the daughter of Cliff
Dam.

"The taxpayers shouldn't be
required to pay the freight."

The kind of flood that would be
possible if Cliff isn't built would do
little damage under present condi­
tions, he says, but "would be
catastrophic to Rio Salado."

Tim Bray, executive director of
the Rio Salado Development Dis­
trict, admits that Cliff Dam would
allow a "more complete" program
to develop and beautify the banks of
the Salt River, but says the project
does not include plans for perman­
ent structures in the river bottom
itself.

The Rio Salado District's board
has been seeking authority to levy a
countywide 25 cent property tax to
pay for a string of parks and lakes
along the Salt River, and to buy up
riverbank land for later resale to
developers. Profit from the land
sales would help finance park
construction.

Bray says the scope of Rio Salado
would have to be trimmed from
6,000 acres to about 4,000 acres if
Cliff Dam isn't built, but it wouldn't
kill the project.

Fibel says he supports beautify­
ing the Salt River bed with some
trees and desert landscaping, but
insists buildings should be kept
away from the river.

"There is no shortage of develop­
able land in the Valley," he says.
"The Salt River bed is a mess from
all the dumping that has gone on
there over the years. I don't see the
rationale for developing the
riverbed when they can develop
elsewhere.
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~waste of money'
The dam also will provide much-needed. water

to the Phoenix area, Rudd said.
Plan 6 calls for building Cliff Dam on the

Verde River and New Waddell Dam on the Agua
Fria River near Phoenix, as well as improving two
other dams. '

"It is a project which destroys bald eagles and
compels the rest of the nation to continue to !
finance the growth of the nation's second-fastest- i
growing state," Witzeman said. "This allows Ariz- ~.

ona to thumb its nose at Gramm-Rudman (the ~'

federal balanlced-budgeh~ hlaw) h'" (atnd) sUdbs~dizde ~.
Arizona's rea -estate, Ig -tec , cot on an lee - ".
grain industries." ~,\

The Phoenix physician also criticized the ad- .~

ministration's budget for including $203.9 million
for CAP, $21 million more than appropriated for
fiscal 1986. Congress had approved $190 million,
but $7.1 million was slashed when Gramm-Rud­
man reductions took effect early this year.

~The project was one of the few to escape the (
administration's budget ax. "

Witzeman said Plan 6 proponents have ignored J
less costly ways to improve dam safety on the Salt j
and Verde rivers, claiming millions could be saved t
if Cliff Dam were scrapped and those alternatives '
used.

Local Audubon group labels
eliH Dam

WASHINGTON (AP)-Calling the proposed
$385 million Cliff Dam a "waste of money," a
Maricopa Audubon Society spokesman, has urged a
House panel not to fund the Central Arizona
Project dam.

Robert Witzeman said Thursday that Cliff Dam
would not provide water storage as proponents
have promised but is instead being built only to
allow construction of the' proposed $1.1 billion Rio
Salado project, which he called a "flood-plain-sited
extravaganza."

"It's time we not waste any more money on
something silly," Witzeman told the House Appro­
priations subcommittee on energy, and water devel­
opment, which is considering President Reagan's
1987 budget proposal.

Witzeman, a visible critic of the Central Ariz­
ona Project for years, recently has joined a nation­
al coalition of environmental groups opposing the
CAP's water-storage and flood-control component,
known as Plan 6. "

Rep. Eldon Rudd, R-Ariz., a 'member of the
subcommittee, took issue with Witzeman.

"The reason we are building this dam," Rudd
said, "is not to grow grass and it's not to develop
real-estate. It's to save lives."
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•
Dam aid can't be used
to buil,d Cliff, GAO says

•

•

By ANNE O. HOY
Republic Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON .- The General
Accountin~ Office concluded Tues­
day that federal funds for dam­
safety projects cannot be used to
build the $38.') million Cliff Dam on
the Verde Hiver, a findin~ that
again threatens the controversial
dam.

The GAO report says that two
years ago, when Congress amended
the ]978 Reclamation Safety of
Dams Act, a law providing funds to
repair unsafe dams in the West, it
clearly barred the use of dam-safety
money "to pay for new dam
construction.»

"It is our opinion that funds
authorized under the Heclamation
Safety of Dams Act, as amended,
may not be used in the construction
of the proposed Cliff Dam," the
GAO said.

The GAO finding drew st.rong
praise from environmentalists who,
teamed with congressional oppo­
nents to federal water projects in
the West, have criticized the pro­
posed use of the dam-safety funds
to build Cliff, a dam they have
vowed to kill.

Supporters of the dam conceded
that the GAO report will "com­
plicate" their efforts to obtain
funding for the dam but said it is
not likely to halt its construction
east of Phoenix.

The legal opinion, drafted at the
request of Rep. George Miller,
D-Calif., chairman of the House
Interior and Insular Affairs sub­
committee on water and power
resources, contradicts an earlier
Interior Department legal opinion.

The GAO said the Dec. 5, 1985,
legal opinion by the Interior De­
partment wrongly interpreted the
law and the intent of Congress in
arguing that the law gives the
interior secretary broad authority
to build a dam when construction is
part of a strategy to correct dam·
safety problems downstream.

The GAO said the Interior De·
partment "finds that this 'creative'
approach is a reasonable exercise of
the secretary's powers under the
act. Our view is to the contrary."

The InUVior Department's Bu­
reau of Reclamation has proposed
using ahout $127 million in dam­
&1fety money to help build Cliff.

-Dam,A2
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Members of the National Coali­
tion to Stop Cliff Dam, an amalgam
of environmental groups who op·
pose the dam as costly and environ­
mentally unsound, said the GAO
finding will force the Interior De­
partment to alter the cost-sharing
agreement.

"This report means that the
cost-sharing agreement cannot
stand," said Edward R. Osann,
director of the water-resources pro­
gram of the National Wildlife
Federation, a coalition member.
"The people of Arizona must now
come up with at least another $100
million for Cliff Dam in order to
keep the entire CAP within its
authorized cost ceiling."

Charlene Dougherty, director of
legislation for the National Audu­
bon Society, said the GAO conclu­
sion "will make it more difficult for
the Arizona delegation to secure
funding for Cliff Dam."

•

•

Dam
Continued from Al

The department reasoned that the
dam would be the least costly way
to resolve safety problems at Horse­
shoe and Bart.1eU dams on the
Verde. Cliff would inundate Horse-

. shoe Dam and would control floods
that otherwise might threaten Bart­

.leU Dam downstream.
The Interior Department's fund­

ing plan is a key element of a
cost-sharin~ pact with Arizona offi­
cials that was approved by Interior
Secretary Donald Hodel on April
15. Under the pact, Arizona has
a~reed to pay $371 million toward
building Central Ariwna Project

, dams, known as Plan 6, in exchange
for a commitment from the federal
government to complete the CAP
by 1997.

If dam-safety funds cannot be
used, Arizona will have to come up
with the additional funds or face
the task of asking a budget­
strapped Con~ress to raise the
spending ceiling on the CAP, an
alternative the Arizona congressio­
nal delegation wants to avoid.

Rep. Morris Udall, D-Ariz.,
chairman of the Interior Commit­
tee, said the GAO report "compli­
cates" the funding process for the
CAP and Plan 6 dams this year by
arming congressional opponents.

"When they are arguin~ against
CAP funding, if they do, in the
committee room and on the House
floor, this is just one more ar~u­

ment they have against it," Udall
said. "Ii complicates the process.
It's not helpful."

He added, "For now, it's just an
opinion. It represents an interpreta­
tion by the GAO lawyers, and I
don't think it calls for renegotiation
of the Plan 6 a~reement at this

point. ... Ii does not decide the
issue. It's just another load we've
got to carry, another problem we

have to resolve."
The Interior Department is not

required to follow the recommenda­
tions of the GAO, the investigative
arm of Congress. But federal agen­
cies, mindful of congressional over­
sight, often implement GAO recom­
mendations.

Mitch Snow, spokesman for
Wayne Marchant, acting assistant
interior secretary for water and
science, said neither Hodel nor
Marchant has seen the GAO reporl

D. Michael Rappoport, assistant
general manager for government
affairs for the Salt River Project,
said, "I believe, since the adminis­
tration has signed the deal, since
pre-construction planning is under
way (on Cliff), and, more impor­
tantly, since it's the most cost-effec­
tive way of dealing with all of these
problems, that it will go forward."

o,

l¥J.
PhoeniX

Miles

10,



•

•

•



FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT of Maricopa County
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, Gillespie Dam backs up water from the Gila

River 45 miles southwest of Phoenix. An

John Dougherty, The Phoenix Gazette

irrigation canal diverts water from the dam to
the the state's largest farm, the Paloma Ranch.·
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Eastern Maricopa County

Master drainage plan
The proposal centers on the

intersection of Crismon and Broad-'
way roads, near where 300 residents
were evacuated amid heavy rains in
July 1984.

An estimated 4 feet of muddy
water surged from the then-incom­
plete Signal Butte Floodway and
backed up against the Central
Arizona Project Canal, damaging an
estimated 150 homes.

Detention basins, which also can
be used for athletic fields and other
recreation, would be dug to slow the
flow from heavy rains on the
Goldfield Mountains and desert of
East Mesa and Apache Junction,
Buckley said.

Concrete-lined channels, up to 40
feet wide, are proposed along major
streets in the study area, most of.
which has been strip-annexed by
.the city of Mesa.

"Mesa has this map on the wall
and tells developers, 'This is the
plan,' " .Buckley said, even though
the proposal has yet to be approved
and implemented by the Board of
Supervisors.

Most of the area is developing
and is expected to be fully popu­
lated as the Superstition Freeway
extends beyond Power Road in the
next five years. ,

The flood-control channels are
proposed mostly along University
Drive, the Superstition Freeway,
and Guadalupe, Elliot, Warner,
Ellsworth, Crismon and Signal
Butte rdjds.

~..

'84 floods spur plan for system of channels, basins
I _

By Mike McCloy
The Phoenix Gazette

Maricopa County officials are
hatching an $80 million system to
head off the kind of floods that
drove 300 people from their East
Mesa homes in 1984.

"We felt this would provide the·
best flood protection while taking
out, hopefully, no homes at all,"
Kebba Buckley, engineer for the
Maricopa County Flood Control
District, said.

The Eastern Maricopa County.
Master Drainage Plan will go on the
road for a series of public meetings
in the spring, if the county Board of
Supervisors approves a public-in­
volvement contract at its Wednes­
day meeting.

The proposal, subject to change
after the public meetings, includes­
13 detention basins of up to 40
acres each and about 50 miles of
'concrete drainage channels.

: The project would be built in
cooperation with the city of Mesa,
the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation,
the U.S. Soil Conservation Service,
the Arizona Department of Trans­
portation and individual landown­
ers and developers, Buckley said.

There was no indication when
the project could begin and how
long it would take.

"So much depends on funding
and where the money's going to
come from," Sue Mutschler, public

. involvement coordinator for the
~district. slid.
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•
County forced to build
barricade ar.ound dam

•

•

Maricopa County is being forced
to erect a $27,000 barricade around
New River Dam to prevent a flood
of four-wheelers from driving the
earthen structure into the ground.

The county Flood Control Dis­
trict has had to repair erosion of the
dam and surrounding flood-control
dikes that Dan Sagramoso, chief
county engineer, blames on off-road
vehicle users who "either aren't
aware of or don't care about" the
damage they cause.

Although such structures typi­
cally are posted with signs warning

the public to stay clear, Sagramoso
said several in the county already
have been fenced in to prevent
vandalism.

The county Board of Supervisors
today allocated funds to fence the
dam and several nearby dikes,
blocking recreational four-wheelers .
and motorcyclists who climb the
slopes.

The dam, on the New River
about a mile north of Jomax Road
at 83rd Avenue, has a maximum
height of 104 feet and is nearly a
half-mile long.
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.2 unbridged Valley crossings win close
heavier if it rains this weekend in Friday.
the Salt River or Verde River Highs Friday ranged from 48
watersheds. degrees at the. South Rim of the

The forecast calls for a possibility Grand Canyon to 86 'degtees at
of showers Sunday night and Mon- Yuma. The SRP began rele¥es
day as a low-pressure system over from its dams along the ~alt' River
the Pacific Ocean approaches Ari-. last Saturday" but they, ne\ler ex­
zona. However, the rain is expected .ceeded 200 cfs, Poteet said>, .
to be light, said Jeanne Hoadley, a . Only, tP(l.unbri<J~ cr:' . ,
meteorologist with the National Gilbe1"t;;~~\;on the Sal~ River
Weather Service. IndianR . , , ion was closed..

High clouds and bre~es should. . Poteet ~it is riCit~yet known'
increase across Arizona today; but .whether uribridged ch~ing1;l oil the·
.high temperatures should be about .Yan~y:s..:.· tside ;,wiU .haV&:to be
3 or 4 degrees warmer' ·th8:1., on . ' •cfoseaoocau,se of the flow.

Increased water releases on the
Salt River are expected to close
unbridged river crossings at McKel­

~ lips Road and Mill Avenue by this
.• afternoon.

00- Salt River Project spokesman
George Poteet said releases from

• Granite Reef Dam were stepped up
to about 1,000 cubic feet per second
from about 100 cfs late Friday.

"The increase is necessary to
keep up with continued high runoff
into nearly full SRP reservoirs,"
Poteet said.

He said the flow could get•

•



In other actions the council will consider:
_ Granting a $2.8 million contract to build

the new Mustang Library at 90th Street and
Mountain View Road to Westbrook Con­
struction Inc.

The new 30,500-square-foot library is to be
completed this fall.

_ Amendments to approved zoning for
Desert Reserve at the southwest corner of
Scottsdale and Carefree roads.

Zoning passed for the 59O-acre develop­
ment last year were for a resort develop­
ment with a major tennis facility.

The builders now are asking that the zon­
ing be changed to delete the tennis center
and add an 18-hole golf course.

•

failed to appropriate money specifically for
Scottsdale.

State law requires the city to show a 6 per­
cent reduction from 1980 groundwater use
levels by 1986.

Scottsdale officials have been working on
state legislation that would give cities credit
for recharged groundwater.

Current law allows recharge, but when
the water is removed from the ground it is
counted against the user's groundwater
allowance.

The legislation backed by Scottsdale
would allow cities to withdraw water that
has been recharged without it counting
against consumption quotas.

Under the action to be considered Mon­
day, Boyle Engineering would study the
geology and soil conditions in areas
throughout the city to determine how prac­
tical it would be to recharge water.

Boyle also would prepare estimates on the
cost and how much water could be artificial­
ly charged, Dueker said.

Dueker said it will take about eight m~n­
ths to complete the study. -

Preliminary findings must be filed with
the federal government by May 31.

Scottsdale officials have sought federal
funding for a recharge study in the Inidan
Bend Wash for several years. Congress has

'"

•

into the ground by either pumping it in or
allowing it to stand in ponds so it will per­
colate down into underground aquifers.

The most likely area for a Scottsdale
recharge project is in the Indian Bend
Wash, Dueker said.

Last year Congress adopted the Recharge
Demonstration Act, which sets aside about
$20 million for studies of recharge
throughout the country.

There are about 20 areas identified in the
act where recharge studies should be con­
ducted, including Scottsdale.

Dueker said he expects the city could
receive $1 million for a study.

•

City to review water recharging study
I

A $98,000 study to identify areas where
Scottsdale may be able to recharge water
into the ground will be reviewed Tuesday by
the Scottsdale City Council.

The council will meet at 5 p.m. in the City
Hall Kiva, 3939 Civic Center Plaza.

When the study is complete, it should iden­
tify areas where Scottsdale can artificially
replenish underground water tables, said
Leonard Dueker, special assistant to the ci­
ty manager for water issues.

The study is needed so Scottsdale can app­
ly for federal funding to establish a
recharge project somewhere in the city,
Dueker said.

Recharge is artificially returning water
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Jail
COlltinued from Ext,ra A

Sherifrs Office lake patrol.
There are 30 detention cells,

which will house suspects who are
booked into iail from Chandler and
Gilbert.. Mesa, which has a city jail,
also will use the facility.

Suspects will be kept in the jail.
until t.hey have an initial appear­
ance before a court. commissioner or
justice of the peace. They will. 'I f:W:;.

i;~f~t~~;~~1~:~:IJg~~~~J
Ed Opstcin,

land-managem
agency initiate
ert.y appraisal
plete it. Lease

Stones in Tem

M
lakes that Fraser proposed building.

The plan called for two 300­
foot-wide lakes, one 2,400 fflet long
and the other 1,200 feet long.

The larger lake would include a
slalom course, and the smaller one
would be used for trick skiing.

Fraser planned to drill a well Oil

the wash property, using ground- ~

water rights from another location.
,Arizona water' laws allow such
transfers of water rights.

Because of the transfer, the wat.er
would be exempt from Tempe's per
capita water-conservation require­
ments, Fraser maintained.

The water-skiing proposal also
called for rainstorm. runoff to
maintain the lakes.

Jones has said there are serious
problems in pumping well water for
lakes, which could lower the area's
water table, at a time when people
are being told to conserve water.

Dawson said a golf course might
be the most. appropriate develop-
ment. for the area. ,

"I think we're prepared to go out
on another request. for proposals for
just. a golf course, if the council is
agreeable t.o this," he said.

The Maricopa County Flood'
Control District owns the wash area
and must concur in any agreement.
Tempe makes for its development.

"The problem with the PGA
proposal is that it would only take a
small portion of the area," Dawson
said, and "leave the rest. almost
totally unusable."

The golf center, on 21.4 a'cres,
would include a large driving range
and two or three miniature-golf
courses.

The Tempe Rio Salado Commis­
sion recommended PGA Tour In­
vestments' plan.

But its recommendation was
contingent on either the firm or the
city putting together a package for
developing of the entire 60 acres.

The council was concerned about
the feasibility of the water-skiing
proposal, Dawson said, because of
anticipated water restrictions.

The city must comply with
certain per ca!>ita water-consump­
tion limits by Jan. 1, 1987, under
the state's 1980 Groundwater Man­
agement Act..

The water-skiing plan also drew
opposition from City Public Works
Director Jim Jones, because water
would be required to replenish the

JERRY HICf(EY
AriZ_na Republic Staff

TEMPE- The city may have to
• seek new proposals to find the right
~ve)o'piflent for an area of Indian
Rend Wash here, a Tempe official
said last. week.

Two proposals already submitted
have been in limbo since October.
;IThe two plans were "put on

hoM·" ,because the City Council
didn't. endorse either one; Duane
Dawson, city recreation administra-'
tor, said. .

"We may have to send out other
requests. :. to see if there is mor~
interest in developing the site," he.
said.

The wash area under consider­
at.ion includes 60 acres between
McKellips and Curry roads.

One propo~al; from PGA Tour
Investments Inc. of Ponte Vedra,
Fla., calls for a family golf center.
The other~ offered by Jay Fraser,
who formerly bl'er-ated a water-ski­
ing school at· Firebird. Lake, in­
volved creating two water-skiing
lakes.

·;<L>l,rtlpe remains,'cool
May~:req'Jest l~,third Iplan
>.or:.60'acres, aide says
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,Jail
COl1tinued from Extra A

Sherifrs Office lake patrol.
There are 30 detention cells,

which will house suspects who are
booked into jail from Chandler and
Gilbert. Mesa, which has a city jail,
also will use the facility.

Suspects will be kept in the jail.
uhtil they have an initial appear­
ance before a court. commissioner or
justice of the peace. They will.
remain in the jail until they receive'
a preliminary hearing in the justice
courts in the East. Valley, which will
be no more than 10 days aft.er they. .

Ed Opst.cin,
land-managem
agency initiate
ert.y appraisal
plete it. Lease

prop:I
M

lakes that Fraser proposed building.
The plan called for two 300­

foot-wide lakes, one 2,400 f.eet long
and the other 1,200 feet long.

The larger lake would include a
slalom course, and the smaller one
would be used for trick skiing.

Fraser planned to drill a well on
the wash property, using ground-'
water rights from another location.
Arizona water' laws allow such
transfers of water rights.

Because of the transfer, the water
would be exempt from Tempe's per ~...
capita water-conservat.ion require­
ments, Fraser maintained.

The water-skiing proposal also
called for rainstorm runoff to
maintain the lakes.

Jones has said there are serious
problems in pumping well water for
lakes, which could lower the area's
water table, at a time when people
are being told to conserve water.

Dawson said a golf course might
be the most. appropriat.e develop-
ment for the area. ,

"I think we're prepared to go out
on another request for proposals for Stones in Tern
just. a golf course, if the council is
agreeable to this," he said.

The Maricopa County Flood
Control District owns the wash area
and must concur in any agreement.
Tempe makes for its development.

"The problem with the PGA
proposal is that it would only take a
small portion of the area," Dawson
said, and "leave the rest. almost
totally unusable."

The golf center, 011 21.4 acres,
would include a large driving range
and two or three miniature-golf
courses.

The Tempe Rio Salado Commis­
sion recommended PGA Tour In­
vestments' platl.

But its recommendation was
contingent on either the firm or the
city putting together a package for
developing of the entire 60 acres.

The council was concerned about
the feasibility of the water-skiing
proposal, Dawson said, because of
antiCipated water restrictions.

The city must comply with
certain per capita water-consump­
tion limits by Jan. 1, 1987, under
the stat.e's 1980 Groundwater Man­
agement Act.

The water-skiing plan also drew
opposition from City Public Works
Director Jim Jones, because water
would be required to replenish the

•.r....ifTIpe remalns.~co

Ma~ -reque~t a .third ',plan
60:acres, 'aide says

. JERRY Hlet<EY
ANtna Republic Slaff

TEMPE - The city may have to
. seek new proposals to find the right
developinent for an area of Indian
Rend Wash here, a Tempe official
~id last. week.

Two proposals already submitted
have becn in limbo since October.
,: The two plans were "put on

hold" because the City Council
didn't. endorse either one, Duane
Dawson, cit.y recreation administra-'
t.or,said.

"We may have to send out other
rcquests .... to see if there is mor~
interest in developing the site," he
said.

The wash area under consider­
at.ion includes 60 acres between
McKellips and Curry roads.

One propo~al, from PGA Tour
Investments Inc. of Ponte Vedra,
Fla., calls for a family golf cent.er.
The other, offered by Jay Fraser,
who formerly 'Ol'erated a wat.er-ski­
ing school at· Firebird Lake, in­
volved creating two watcr-skiing
lakes.
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FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT OF MARICOPA COUNTY

Interoffice Memorandum

Subject: Gila Bend Flooding (Aug. 16, 1990) File:

To: Dave Johnson
via: Russ Cruff

Date: 9/10/90

•

INTRODUCTION

On August 16th, 1990 Valerie Rice and Afshin Ahouraiyan went to the
Gila Bend area for observations due to reports of overflows on SR-85.
The reports had been called in the previous day after the area had
about 0.59 inches of rain. The weather for the day was partly cloudy
and humid.

STATE ROUTE 85

The Arizona Department of Transportation's crew was already at the
site, south of the Gila River bridge, north of milepost 148. The over
flow appeared to be caused by debris blocking the culverts. The crew
was removing the debris from the culverts. Pictures 1-5 are from this
area. ADOT personnel informed us a second overflow area had occurred
near milepost 131.

Pictures 6-7 are ot Rainbow Wash. There were no clear high water
marks, in the wash or under the bridge.

The overflow at milepost 131 was quite noticeable. The apparent cause
of the overflow was due to the flow exceeding the capacity of the
culverts. There were more signs of soil erosion on the west side of
the road. Pictures 8-13 shows are from this area.

INTERSTATE 8

Sand Tank Wash had no clear high water marks. Depth measurements of
1.9 feet on the east section of bridge to 3.6 feet at the west end of
the bridge were recorded for Bender Wash and 1-8. Picture 14.

GILA BEND CANAL

We drove to the Gila Bend Canal to check for overflows or ponding areas
upstream of the canal. All the following distances were measured from
the intersection of the canal and State Route-8S in river miles (r.m.)
with increasing miles to the north.



•

•

Pictures #'s

15 & 16: Ponding area located at 2.4 r.m.

Grading upstream of the Canal was noted between 4.4 r.m. and
approximately 6.4 r.m.

17 & 18: Approximately 4 feet of ponding at 7.9 r.m. (South East corner
of Section 22 by Well #745).

19 & 20: Approximately 6 feet of ponding occurred between 8.3 r.m. and
10.2 r.m. (Section 22 by Well #747 and Section 10 by Well
#751).

21: Overflow of the canal to an unnamed wash. Location of the
overflow was approximately 10.3 r.m. (Southwest corner of
Section 10 north of Well #751).

22: Ponding caused by overtopping of canal. This occurred around
10.4 r.m.

23: Ponding by the Northwestern corner of the Ski Lake Development,
11.5 r.m. (Northwest side of T4 R4 Sec 3).

24: Overtopping due to the overflow from the canal near Bench Mark
736, 11.5 r.m.

25: Water crossed Woods Road, 12.3 r.m., just east of the Canal.

tb
2~: Ponding area at 15.2 r.m. (2.9 miles North of Woods Road)

27 & 29: Breach in the east canal road, approximately 16.0 r.m. (East
corner of Section 17, Range 4 West, Township 3 South).

28: High flow mark in the canal, south of the breach at 16.0 r.m ..
This was estimated to be 1 foot above the concrete.

Another breach was noticed about 0.8 miles North of the first
breach.

30: The waters of Rainbow Wash crossed Old US Highway 80 north of
Patterson Road .
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