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June 8, 19881Avondale Set for Freeway Fight

August 3, 19881Westsider - Flood Picture

August 3, 19881SunCor Sells Land for $5.6 Million

August 3, 19881 Litchfield Residents Angry Over Zoning

August 3, 19881Territorial Wars Foreseen

August 3, 19881NW Complex Verdict Due Today, Long Offer
Makes it Unlikely

August 3, 19881 State Blames Feds for Flip-Flop

August 3, 19881 Grand Avenue Widening Project Taking Shape

August 3, 19881 Notice of Hearing - Avondale Planning
Commission

August 3, 198810rdinance No. 88-257

August 17, 19881Litchfield Zoning Gets Okay

August 24, 19881The Monsoon

August 24, 19881 Arizona Department of Transportation

August 24, 19881 Flood Picture

XICity of Avondale, Negotiations, Keep, Agua Fria Freeway, 99th Avenue, Interstate 17, Camelback Road, Arizona Department of
Transportation, Phoenix, 95th Avenue, Mayor Lowell Riefkohl, Indian School Area, Richard Strange, Maryvale Village Planning
Committee, Phoenix City Council Transportation Subcommittee, Claude Mattox, John F. Long, Executive Housing, 97th to
99the, 99th and Indian School, Skip Hancock, Howard Grace, W.R. Grace Co.

XIBrandy Ryan, Phoenix, Mobil Home Park, Surprise, Happy Trail Resort, Cotton Land and Bell Road, Downburst Wind, Major
Damage, Minor Injuries, Trailer Shredded

XISunCor Development Company, Litchfield Park, Balcor Company, Dysart Road, Camelback and Indian Schools Roads, Larry
Yount, LKY Development, EI Mirage, American Newland, AmCor Parcel, John Ogden, Pinnacle West Capital Corp., Mera bank,
Arizona Public Service Co., EI Dorado Investment Co. Phoenix Suns, Shearson Lehman Hutton Inc., Valley Land, American
Continental Corp., Biltmore Real Estate, Richard Beagle

XI Litchfield City Council, Zoning Plan, Higher-density Housing, Villa de Paz, Garden Lakes, Country Meadows, Councilwoman
Dorothy sanders, Councilwoman Barbara Robey, Purposes 1.02C and E of Code, Richard Gibson, One Story View, Mountains,
John Schreiner, SunCor Development Co., Draft Zoning Ordinance Pragmatic Issues Report, Mayor Richard Meese,
Councilman Dick Darby

XIAnnexation, Peoria, City Manager Dennis Tinberg, Lake Pleasant-Area, Phoenix, Pinnacle Peak Road, State Highway 74,
Westside, State Land Commissioner M. Jean Hasell, New River Channel, Central Arizona Project Canal, Carefree Highway,
Selection Board, Governor Rose Mofford, Attorney General Bob Corbin, Treasurer Ray Rottas, Peoria's Annexation, Lake
Pleasant Park

XI Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, Northwest Regional Services Center, West Glendale, Phoenix, John F. Long, Glendale
Municipal Airport, County Manager Robert Mauney, Tom Freestone, Art Dickson, District 4 Supervisor Carol Carpenter, Peoria
Sites, Olive and 79th and 83rd Avenues, Peoria Mayor Ronald Travers

XICity ofTolieson, Arizona Department ofTransportation, ADOT, Outer Loop (Agua Fria) Freeway, Ramps, 1-10, Federal
Highway Administration, FWHA, Alternative 11, 99th Avenue, On-ramp, Removed, Jerry Wark, Tolleson City Council, Mayor
Charles Hayes

XIGrand Avenue, Widening, Sharp Disagreement, Surprise Mayor George Cumbie, Gary Robertson, ADOT, Right-of-way, Santa
Fe Railroad, Grand Avenue Expressway, EI Mirage, Herschell Morrow, Surprise, Greenway Road, Thunderbird Road, Dysart
Road, EI Mirage Road, Sun City

XIAvondale, Zoning Case

XI Goodyear, Zoning Ordinance

XI Litchfield Park City Council, First Zoning Ordinance, Councilman Tilliam Tainter, Vice Mayor Jerry Roth, Goodyear, Mayor
Richard Meese, Refuse Developers Plans, SunCor, Annexation, Community Block Grants, Create Master Plan

XI Heavy Rains, Scattered Flooding, Westside, Valley, Maricopa County Flood Control, Glen Vortherms, Flood Control, Over
Three Inches, White Tanks Peak, 2.8 Inches White Tank Mountains, Gauge, Buckeye, Smith's Peak, Estrella Mountains, Floyd
Johnson, 1.11 Inches, National Weather Service, Ron Block, Villa Nueva Drive, Litchfield Park, Craig Aper, Litchfield City
Manager, Clogged Gutters, Flooded Homes Civil Defense Officials

XIDaytime Heating, Triggered, Convective Outbreak, Block, National Weather Service, Heaviest Rainfall, Westside, Sky Harbor
Airport, 0.21 Inches, 0.78 Intersection of 2nd and Washington Avenues, Goodyear-Phoenix Airport, Rob Shore, Cloud Base,
Rain Gauge, Sheriffs Office, Assistance, Muddy Tide, Litchfield Park, Interior Water Damage, Cashion, Sweeping, Mud, Ken
Bickman, Bickman Farms, Reems Road, Northern Avenue, 2.1 Inches, Brown Torrent, Murphy Dam, Earthen Dam, Goodyear
Farms, Blocked, Sizeable Drainage, Luke Air Force Base, 36-lnch Culverts, Ron Wheat, Overflowed, Gutters, Seriously
Damaged Homes, Overflowed Drainage, Dysart and Camelback Roads, Drainage Ditch, Craig Aper, Drainage System,
Improvement, American Continental Corporation, Developed Land, Zoning, AmCor, No Improvements, Villa Nueva Drive,
Castillo Drive, Water, Three Feet Deep, Knocked Holes in Wall, Allow Water Out, Arizona Public Service

XI Danielle Johnson, Fairway Drive, Litchfield Park, Cloudburst
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August 24, 19881Sun Valley Parkway Removed from Default

September 7, 19881Huge Development Plan Slated for Avondale
Site

September 21, 19881Litchfield Examines Flood Woes

September 28, 19881 Editorials - Freeway Spectaculars Must be
Challenged

October 5, 19881Rainbow Residents Want to Dump Dump

XI$3.7 Million Payment, First Assessment, Sun Valley Parkway, Sun Valley Owners Association, Dennis White, Heron Financial
Corporation, Brian McBain, SHR Communications, Sun Valley, 40,000 Acres, Master Planned Community, White Tank
Mountains, Interstate 10, Bell Road, Roadway, Maricopa County

XI Avondale, Avondale Land Partners, Phoenix Western Gateway Association, Mike Curley, Agua Fria River, 115th Avenue, Van
Buren, Buckeye Road, Maggie Collins, Mayor Lowell Riefkohl, Elliott Pollack, Avondale City Council, Indian Bend Development,
Scottsdale, Garden Lakes, American Continental Development Company, Indian School Road, 107th Avenue, Levee, Maricopa
County Flood Control District, Federal Emergency Management Agency, 1OO-year Floodplain, Southern Pacific Rail Corridor,
McDowell and 99th Avenue

XIDon Penfield, Willdan Associates, Engineering Firm, Three-storm Volley, Swamped, Litchfield Park, 50- or 100-Year Frequency
Flood, Litchfield Park City Council, Heavy Rainfall, Flooding, Damage, Bob Rogers, Flooded Out, Drainage Channel, Gauges,
Arizona State University, Soaking Rains, 1.6 Inches, Ken Bickman, Sickman Farms, Reems Road, Northern Avenue, 2.1
Inches Rain, Aug. 21 Litchfield Flood, Topography, Funneled Water, Camelback and Dysart Roads, Drainage Improvements,
American Continental Corporation, Cloudburst Floods, Murphy Dam, Small Earthen Dam, Halt Flood Tides, Channeling,
Drainage, Handling, Storm, Airline Canal, Otis Ingram, Castillo Drive, Golf Course, Two-foot Deep Water, Judd Sauer, Jean
Garvey, Swift Current, Indian School Road, Pooling, Brad Monell, Mike Wiley, 18-24 Inch Accumulation, Don Mallop, Weep
Holes, Diverted

XI Arizona Department of Transportation, Maricopa County, 231-mile Freeway Network, Sales-tax Increase, Upgraded Zoning

XI American Continental, Mark Voigt, State-of-the-art, Fully-lined-landfill, Rainbow Valley, Proposed, 700-Acre Landfill, Hazardous,
Area's Water Supply, Depress Local Property Values, Southwest Valley Landfill, Elliot and Rainbow Valley Roads, Estrella
Community, Goodyear, Charles Keating, Jr., Richard Wrublick, County Landfill Committee, Site G, Maricopa County, Buckeye
Road and State Hwy. 85, EPA, Environmental Protection Agency, Tom Dejonge, 27th Avenue, 18-Hole Golf Course,
Hazardous Wastes, Liquid Hazardous Waste, Bulk Pesticide Waste, Sewage, Water Treatment Plans, Department of
Environmental Quality, Goodyear's Planning and Zoning, Chauncey Coor

15 I October 17, 19881Goodyear May Stall Landfill- Developer Seeks IXIGoOdyear Planning and Zoning Commission, American Continental Corp., Rainbow Valley, Mark Voigt, Angered Residents,
Delay to Review Interstate 10 off Jackrabbit Trail, Buckeye, 700-Acre Site, Landfill, Estrella Development, 369 Acres for Dump, Buffer Zone,

Commercial Development, Recreational, Open Space, Goodyear, Gila River, Water Contamination, Plastic Liner, Maricopa
County Regional Landfill, Site G, Highways 85, Buckeye, Town Manager Tom Carpenter, Private Dump, J.J. Allan, Economics,
Make Millions, Garbage Bags, Bill Fry

56 I October 17, 19881County Delays Estrella Park Master Plan - IXIMaricopa County parks and Recreation Commission, Estrella Mountain Regional Park, Commercial Campgrounds,
Campground Managers Fear RV Sites as Rivals Recreational-vehicle Park, RV Sites, Goodyear, Bullard Avenue, Arizona 85, Valley, Marianne Weins, Arizona Travel Parks

Association, Good Life Recreational Vehicle Resort, Mesa, KOA Phoenix-Citrus Grove, Tim Quinn, Commissioner A. Thyrle
Stapley Jr., Board of Supervisors

16 I October 19, 19881AmCor Asks Delay of Landfill IXIAmerican Continental Corp., Estrella Planned Community, Continuance Delay, Controversial 700-Acre Landfill, Rainbow Valley,
Zoning Change, Estrella Planned Community, Goodyear, Wouldn't Accept Hazardous Waste, Elliot and Rainbow Roads,
Patricia Johnson, Department of Environmental Quality

48 I October 26, 19881Litchfield Tries 'Bandaid' Wall to Turn Floods IXILitchfield Park, Wall, Camelback Road, Stem Tide, Vice Mayor Jerome Roth, Woody Scouten, Willdan and Associates,
Engineering Firm, Dysart, Murphy Dam, Bandaid, Flood Problems, Flood Streams, Heavily Damaged, Irate, Home Owners,
Flood Control Measure, Lake, Lowered, Emergency Flood Retention Basin, Councilman Dick Darby, Neilsen Road, Indian
School Road, Litchfield Road, City Manager Craig Aper, Mayor Richard Meese, Councilman Ron Wheat, Councilwoman
Dorothy Sanders

49 I November 2, 19881Realigned Dysart Road Gives Litchfield IXICity of Litchfield Park, Realignment, Dysart Road, City of Avondale, Councilman Richard Darby, Mayor Dick Meese, SunCor
Boundary Quandary - Avondale Annexation Development Co., Indian School Road, Thomas Road, Wigwam Creek Development, Camelback, Gary Debrock, Interstate 10,
Difficulty Bell Road, Northwest Valley, Estrella and Agua Fria Freeways, Cotton lane to 99th Avenue Alignment, Maricopa County, City of

Goodyear, Balcor Company, LKY Development, Maggie Collins, Paul Walker, Craig Aper, Ray Jacobs

60 November 14, 19881Sun Valley Tries to Build Accessible Image XISun Valley, Water-bed Store, Buckeye, Brian McBain, Burns International Corp., Sun Valley Homeowners Association, Paul
Faith, Town Council, Valley, Scottsdale, Mesa, Phoenix, Sun Valley Parkway, Interstate 10
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65

88

51

52

69

101

121

91

122

November 16, 19881Airport Noise Still Problem, but Landfill Plans
Withdrawn

November 16, 19881SunCor, Newland Deal Fails

November 16, 198810uter Loop Contract Awarded

November 19, 198811nvestors in Huge Project File Bankruptcy
Petition - Sun Valley Group Seeks Chapter 11
Petition

November 23, 19881Continental Spokeswoman puts Landfill 'on
Back Burner'

November 23, 19881Sun Valley Commercial Files Chapter 11

November 23, 19881Alignment Envisioned

November 30, 19881 Buckeye Landfill on Hold

November 30, 19881Del Webb Eyes Third Sun City

November 30, 19881Glendale Plan Set for Final Review

December 7, 19881Litchfield Name Not Taken Lightly

December 7, 19881SunCor Sells Second LKY Parcel

December 7, 19881Goodyear Deannexation Taken Under
Advisement

December 7, 19881Sun Valley Parkway Bond Defaults, Again

December 7, 19881Notice of Hearing - Avondale

December 14,19881$1.3 Million Award Struck Down

December 28, 19881Notice of Hearing - Avondale Planning
Commission

XI Goodyear, Phoenix-Goodyear Municipal Airport, Goodyear Planning and Zoning, American Continental, Landfill, Rainbow
Valley, 700-Acre Landfill, Elliot and Rainbow Valley Roads, Estrella Planned Community, Paul Walker, Lufthansa, West
German Airline, Litchfield Road, Phoenix Aviation Board, City of Goodyear, Avondale

XIAmerican Newland Associates, SunCor Development Co., Fell Through, Litchfield Park, John Ogden, Steve Gervais

XI$164,OOO, Construction Contract, Awarded, Don Short Contracting, City of Glendale, Sewer Main and Line, Outer Loop
Highway, Bell Road to Union Hills, Agua Fria Freeway, Papago Freeway at 97th Avenue, Tolleson, ADOT, Ron Piceno

XI Bankruptcy, Sun Valley, Sun Valley Commercial Group, White Tank Mountains, 291 st Avenue, Interstate 10 to Bell Road, U.S.
Bankruptcy Judge Sarah Sharer Curley, Chapter 11, Donald Miltz, Burns International Inc., Sun Valley Owners Association,
Robert Burns, Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, Hassayampa River

XIAmerican Continental, Estrella Planned Community, Regional Landfill, Rainbow Valley, Patricia Johnson, Goodyear Planning
and Zoning Commission, Mark Voigt, Special-Use Permit, AmCor, 700-Acre Landfill, Interstate 10, Charles Keating Jr,
Goodyear, Complex Situation, Paul Walker, "Don't Dump in Our Water'" Samuel Cambron, South of 195th Avenue, Maricopa
County, Southwest Regional Landfill, Buckeye

XISun Valley Commercial, Sun Valley Area, White Tanks, Bankruptcy, U.S. District Court, Burns International Inc., Terry Dake,
Beus, Gilbert, Wake and Morrill, Donald Miltz, Sun Valley Parkway, Interstate 10 at 333rd Avenue, Bell Road, White Tank
Mountains, Chapter 11, Brian McBain, Sun Valley Owners Association, Bureau of Land Management

XI Arizona Department of Transportation, Outer Loop Freeway, Avondale, Goodyear, Glendale

XILaidlaw Waste Systems, Town of Buckeye, City of Phoenix, Maricopa County, Politics, Eventual Outcome, Carpenter, Waste
Facility, Westside Community, Tolleson Wastewater Treatment Plant, Peoria, Phoenix, Glendale, Wayne Collins,
Buckeye/Laidlaw Agreement

XIDel Webb Corp., Sun City, Sun City West, Philip Dion, Robert Swanson. Del E. Webb Investment Properties Inc., Suit,
Maricopa County Superior Court, Rodney Shields, Chandler

XI Glendale's General Plan, Council, Land Use Map, Planning and Zoning Commission

XI Litchfield Park, Quality Development, Mayor Richard Meese, Litchfield Commerce Center, Luke Air Force Base, Doug Williams,
Reems Road, Northern, Luke Commerce Center, Northern Investment partners, Steve Bets, Stretch, Lang, Weeks and Carnot,
Industrial Development, Maricopa County Planning Commission

XILKY Partners, Litchfield Park, SunCor Development Co., Setback, American Newland Group, John Ogden, Larry Yount,
Camelback and EI Mirage Roads, Balcor Phoenix, Balcor Corporation, James Schwartz, Thomas Meador, Pinnacle West
Capital Corporation, Arizona Public Service, Merabank, Shearson Lehman Hutton Inc., Strip-Annexed Area, Avondale, County,
Land-Use Plans, Wigwam Creek, Technical Advisory Committee, Dysart Road, Airline Canal, Thomas Road, Homero Lopez,
Realignment, Wigwam Resort, Golf Courses, Divert Canal

XI Phoenix Division, Arizona Court of Appeals, City of Goodyear, Maricopa County, Sen. Hal Runyan, Rep. Bob Denny, Litchfield
Park, Deannexation, Law, A Comprehensive Statute, Lonnie Williams, SunCor Development Corporation, Goodyear-Litchfield
Park, East Valley, Arizona State University, James Chalmes, Attorney Rich Alcorn, Judge Noel Fidel, Judge William Eubank,
Maricopa County Superior Court, Dysart and Perryville Roads

XISun Valley Parkway, Interstate 10 Near Palo Verde to Bell Road, White Tank Mountains, Burns International Inc., Brian
McBain, Heron Financial Corporation, Los Angeles, Dick Willden, Sun Valley Commercial Group, Chapter 11, U.S. Bankruptcy
Court

XI Avondale, Zoning Case

XI Buckeye Farmer, Bill Roer, Rita, Buckeye Irrigation Company, Arlington Canal Company, Judge Norman D. Hall Jr.,
Overturned, Gary Colvin, Court of Appeals, Drain Property, Waterlogged, Flood of '78, Tamarack Trees, Lawsuit, Pumping
Groundwater, Treated Effluent, Unfarmable, Seepage, Basin, Importing Water, Dirt Canal, Abandoned Dump, Slimy Green,
Oily Scum, Fishing, Eating Turtles and Fish, Buckeye Town Council, Responsibility, Long-term Effects, Appeal, Setback,
Insurance Companies

XIAvondale, Zoning Case
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57 January 4, 19891Estrella Sale Pends on Federal Okay of Amcor-lxlAmerican Continental, Lincoln Savings and Loan Association, Federal Home Loan Banking Association, California Department
Lincoln Savings Parting of Savings and Loan, Estrella Planned Community, Goodyear, Los Angeles, Estrella's Development, Southwest Valley,

Patricia Johnson, Charles Keating Jr., Phoenician Resort, Crescent Hotel, General Oriental Investment Ltd., Herman
Rappaport, Engineer, Lincoln Acquiring Corporation, Rainbow Valley, Garden Lakes

5

62

53

58

63

66

6

64

67

20

8

January 11, 19891 Buckeye Water-Ski Lakes Accepted

January 11, 19891 Sun Valley Called 'Trap for Investors' - Local
Broker Details Woes of Arizona Real Estate
Market

January 18, 19891 Dysart Road Parcel 'Dead Issue'

February 1, 19891AmCor Offshoot Geared Up to 'Carry On'
Development

February 1, 19891Sun Valley, Buckeye Talks Reaching End

February 1, 19891SunCor Proceedings with Eastside Work

February 8, 19891Contamination Closes Painted Rock Lake

February 8, 19891Sun Valley Annexation Hearing Held

February 15, 19891Sun City West Group Targets Incorporation

March 1, 19891Dump Plans 'Threaten' Groundwater

March 8, 19891Water Transfer Bill Future in Serious Doubt

XI Objections, County Planners, California Developer, Build, Water-skiing Lakes, Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, John
Reid,2 13-Acre Lakes, Buckeye Manage Fred Carpenter, Water Table, High, Maricopa County Planning and Zoning
Commission, Against Plan, Water-Conservation Experts, Water Issues, Carolina Butler, Jim Hayes, Lakeside Ski Resort
Village Inc.

XISun Valley Development, White Tanks Mountains, Trap for Investors, Sun Valley, Roy Ross, Avondale, U.S. Bankruptcy Court,
Ross Realty, 43rd Avenue, Harquahala Valley

XI Litchfield Park, Dysart Road, Councilman Richard Darby, Mayor Richard Meese, Wigwam Creek, Avondale, Goodyear, Suite,
SunCor Development Corp., Deannex, Thomas and Indian School Roads, County Planning Process, Jurisdiction, Strip-Annex

XIAmerican Continental Corporation, AMCOR Development Inc., Estrella Planned Community, Goodyear, Mark Voight, Arizona
and Colorado, Lincoln Acquisition Corporation, Lincoln Savings and Loan Association, Herman Rappaport, Spencer Scott,
Federal Home Loan Banking Association, California, Charles Keating Jr., Government Regulators, Continental Homes, UDC,
Richmond America

XI Buckeye, Sun Valley Owners Association, Agreement, Paul Faith, Paul Gilbert, Annexation, Interstate 10, White Tank
Mountains, Sun Valley Parkway, Palo Verde Road, Bell Road, Buckeye Town Council, Vice Mayor Tim Grandy, Watson Road,
Councilman Henry Dvojack, Taxation, Councilwoman Alice Charman

XISunCor Development Company, Wigwam Resort, Litchfield Park, Tatum Boulevard, Central Arizona Project, CAP, Tatum
Ranch, Master Planned Community, Tony Cambelando, Bentsen Contracting Inc., Paradise Valley Mall, Pinnacle West Capital
Corporation, Arizona Public Service, Merabank, Malapai Resources Company, EI Dorado Investment Company, Phoenix Suns

XI 150-Acre Lake, Painted Rock State Park, Gila Bend, Contaminated Fish, Paving Road, Campsites, Construction Ramadas,
Restrooms, Campgrounds, Herbicides, Industrial Wastes, Arizona State Park Board, Emergency Action, Ken Travous, Catfish,
Carp, Bass, Organic Chemicals, Pesticide DDT, Derivatives DOD and DOE, Food and Drug Administration Standard, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, Bill Kepner, Environmental Contamination, Environmental Protection Agency, EPA, Seven Organic
Chemicals, Six Organic Chemicals, Traces, Copper, Zinc, Metals, Gila River, Yuma, Eden

XISun Valley Project, Town of Buckeye, Paul Gilbert, Sun Valley Owners Association, Development, Annexation, A-N West
Engineering, Community Facilities Service, Infrastructure, Roads, Water, Sewer Plants, Maricopa County, Sg!. Dick Sartor,
Surprise, Bob Williams, Availability of Water, Groundwater Code Restrictions, Bob Towner, Brian McBain, Burns International

XIPORA, Property Presidents Owners and Residents Association, Sun City West, AI Spanjer, Incorporated Areas, Sedona,
Litchfield Park, Arizona History, Del Webb Communities, Controversial, Sun City School Tax, Arizona House and Senate,
HB2155, Rep. Nancy Wessel, Bob Denny, Rep. Henry Evans

XI Youngtown Residents, EI Mirage Planning and Zoning Meeting, 320-Acre EI Mirage Landfill, Litchfield Park City Councilman,
Dump, Contaminate, City's Water Supply, Groundwater, Ron Wheat, District 4 County Supervisor Carole Carpenter, Ken and
Alice Boyce, Refuse Research Corp, Landfill, Grand Avenue, Agua Fria River Bed, Suing the City, Boyce Landfill, Eight Stories
High, Scenic Lake Park, "Mount EI Mirage", Waste management, Stu Baker, Agua Fria Floodplain, Illegally, BFI Site, Cholla
Sanitary Landfill, Department of Environmental Quality, DEQ, Barry Abbot, Scott Lind, Browning-Ferris Industries, EI Mirage
and Olive Avenues, Northern Avenue, Union Rock and Gravel Company, EI Mirage City Manager Gil Olgun

XI Arizona's Water Transfer, LaPaz County, Rural Counties, Pumping Groundwater, Future Needs, Arizona Basins, Yuma County,
Jim Hartdegen, Casa Grande, Herb Guenther, Tacna, Big Chin Basin, Prescott, Lower Gila Bend, Harquahala, Ranegras Plain,
Butler Valley, McMullen Valley Basins, Clark Peak Basin, Lake Havasu City
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March 8, 19891Environment - State Being Sued over
Hassayampa Landfill

March 15, 19891Tank Farms Claim no Pollution Responsibility

March 15, 19891 Notice of Hearing - Avondale Planning
Commission

March 20, 19891 Don't Fish at Painted Rock

March 20, 19891Landfillissue Moves to Council

March 20, 19891County Board to Consider Controversial Zoning
Case

March 20, 19891Public Notice - City of Litchfield Park

March 22, 1989lCounty, Carpenter Swipe at BFI Landfill Plan

March 22, 19891EI Mirage Council Approves Controversial
Floodway Dump

XIHassayampa Steering Committee, 77-Acre Hazardous-Waste Disposal Site, Hassayampa, James G. Derouin, Honeywell Bull,
Inc., Cleanup the Landfill, Bureau of Land Management Land, Emergency Hazardous Waste Dump, Buckeye, Department of
Environmental Health Services, Landfill has Detected, "Leachate Migration", Hazardous Waste Pits, ADHS, Arizona
Department of Health Services, Organic (TCE, DCE), Inorganic (Manganese) Contaminants, Monitoring Well #1, Charles D.
Andres, Liquid Hazardous Waste, Solid Hazardous Waste, Oil, Solvents, Corrosives, Acid, Acid Sludge's, Alkaline Sludge's,
Liquid Pesticides, Drums of Solid Waste, No Radioactive Waste Permitted, Irrigation, Domestic Wells, Federal "Superfund",
"Midnight Dumping", 1,441 Hazardous Waste Shipment, Major Sting Operation, 51 Companies, U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, U.S. Air Force, Liquid Air Corp., Wayne Oxygen Co., Inc., Union Carbide Crop., Dave Feller Dump Truck Services Inc.,
Chemical Waste Management Co.

XI Southern Pacific Pipe Lines Partnership, West Van Buren Tank Farms, Tank Farm Owner-Operators, Not, Responsible Parties,
State and Federal Cleanup, Groundwater Pollution, 51 Monitor Wells, 61 Soil Borings, Tom Jensen, Petroleum-Storage Area,
Chlorinated Industrial Solvents, Plaguing Area, Heavy Ethyl-benzene, Toluene, Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons (TPH), Benzene
Pollution, Soil, Groundwater, Arizona Department of Environmental Quality, DEQ, Childhood Leukemia, Higher, West Central
Phoenix, Maryvale, 1970 and 1986, Cancer Cluster, Superfund, 100-Acre Van Buren Tank Farm, Van Buren and Madison
Streets, 51st to 55th Avenues, ARCO, Chevron, Salt River Project, Shell, Texaco, ENSR Consulting and Engineering, Xylene
are 44,000 ppm, 14 Times as High, Norm Weiss, Sandra Eberhardt, Toxic Waste Investigative Group, Pamela Swift, 23
Possible Groundwater Polluters, West Van Buren, West Central Phoenix, Arizona Public Service, City of Phoenix

XI Avondale, Zoning Case

XI Arizona Game and Fish Department, Arizona State Park Board, Painted Rock State Park, Contaminants, Fish, Gila Bend-Casa
Grande Area, Arizona Health Department, Gila River-Salt River Confluence, Warnings

XICity of EI Mirage Planning and Zoning Board, 320-Acre Landfill, EI Mirage Road and Northern Avenue, Litchfield Park City
Councilman Ron Wheat, Improper Soil Conditions, Groundwater Problems, Litchfield Park Dis!. 4 County Supervisor Carol
Carpenter, Northwest Regional Landfill, Geological Fissures, Subsidence Risk Groundwater Contamination, Happy Valley
Road, John Huber, Laidlaw Waste Systems Inc., Maricopa County, Browning-Ferris Industries, BFI, Special-use Permit, Cholla
Sanitary Landfill, 100-Year Floodplain Agua Fria River, Luke Air Force Base, Valley, State, Federal Environmental Standards,
Union Rock and Materials Corp., Gravel Pit, Refuse Research Inc., Grand Avenue, Agua Fria Floodplain, Bill Meek

XI Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, Controversial, Westside, Dydale Partners, Inc., 57-acre Parcel, Dysart Road and
Glendale Avenue, Litchfield Heights, Zoning, Increase Density, Foundations, Damaged, Earth Fissures, Morton Salt Company,
Salt, Underground

XI Litchfield Park, Rezoning

XI Maricopa County Supervisor Carol Carpenter, EI Mirage City Council, Proposed Landfill, Browning-Ferris Industries, BFI, Ken
Boyce, Refuse Research Inc., Agua Fria River Bed, South of Grand Avenue, 60 Feet Tall, "Open Dump", 320-Acre Landfill,
Northeast Corner of EI Mirage and Northern Avenue, Cholla Sanitary Landfill, Union Rock and Materials Corp., Gravel Pit,
Grady Gammage, "Catch-22", Environmental and Future Development, Litchfield Park City Councilman Ron Wheat, Lisa
Vomero, Anderson Nelson Consulting, Agua Fria River Floodway, Leachte, Toxic, Potent Stuff, Floodwaters, Infiltrate, 8' Deep
Underground Wall, Decomposing Trash, Luke Air Force Base, Fissures, Underground Salt Deposit, Loose Soil, Sinks, Plastic
Liner, EmCon Associates, Deputy County Engineer Wayne Collins, Northwest Regional Landfill, Maricopa County

XICity of EI Mirage, City of Litchfield, 320-Acre Landfill, Browning-Ferris Industries, Litchfield Park City Councilman Ron Wheat,
Groundwater Contamination, Agua Fria Floodway, BFI, Bill Meek, Impact Communications, Control Stormwater Runoff, Refuse
Research, Agua Fria River at Grand Avenue, Ken Boyce, Maricopa County, EI Mirage City Manager Scott Lind, Dis!. 4 County
Supervisor Carol Carpenter, Valley, Earth Fissure, Rupture
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59
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March 22, 19891ADOT Adjustments Hurt Westside

March 22, 19891 Public Notice - Arizona Department of Water
Resources

April 5, 19891 Bill Adding DEQ Muscle Passes but Snub
Draws Carpenter's Ire

April 5, 19891Notice of Hearing - Avondale Planning
Commission

April 5, 19891City of Goodyear Ordinance No. 89-276

April 12, 19891Amendment Puts Landfill Bill in Jeopardy

April 12, 19891Hazardous Waste Recycler Seeking Okay to
Construct Goodyear Plant

April 12, 19891Recontek Not Welcomed by Environmental
Group

April 19, 19891 Estrella's Future Becomes Clouded as AmCor
Declares Chapter 11

April 19, 19891Westside to Fight Freeway Fund Theft

April 19, 19891Notice of Meeting - City of Tolleson

XI Arizona Transportation Board, Freeway Construction, Phoenix Area, Westside, Arizona Department of Transportation, ADOT,
Agua Fria Freeway, Grand Avenue to Bell Road, 75th Avenue Corridor, State Highway 85, Thomas Road, Papago Freeway,
Interstate 10 to Camelback Road, Avondale, 91st Avenue, Outer Loop, Westside Transportation Coalition, Black Canyon (1-17),
Maricopa County District 4 Supervisor Carol carpenter, Mark Bonan, Scottsdale Airpark, Tempe, Chandler, Grand Avenue
Expressway, Beardsley Canal, 4 Lanes, Estrella Freeway, Mayor Terry Goddard, SunCor Development Corporation, Marshall
Greenburg

XI Arizona Department of Water Resources, Permit, Withdraw, Poor Quality, Groundwater

XI Arizona Department of Environmental Quality, DEQ, House Environmental Committee, BRF, Browning-Ferris Industries, City of
EI Mirage, Maricopa County Association of Governments, Sen. Alan Stephens, Public Facilities, Solid Waste, Randy Wood,
Regulate Private Landfills, Exempt Grandfathered Water Rights, 100-Year Floodplain, Chairman William Mundell, Maricopa
County, Supervisor Carol Carpenter, Sun City, Litchfield Park, Jim Bush, Benjamin Hanley, Trash is Trash, Mining Facilities,
Agua Fria Floodplain, Northwest Regional Landfill, Wittmann, 19th Avenue Landfill, Salt River, Hassayampa, Superfund

XI Avondale, Zoning Case

XI Goodyear, Deannexing, Certain Lands

XI Arizona Senate, Private Landfill, Flood Plain, Agua Fria River, EI Mirage, EI Mirage City Council, Conditional Use Permit,
Browning-Ferris Industries, Maricopa County, Groundwater Pollution, Sun City, Litchfield Park, Westside Cities, Half-mile,
Riverbed, 1OO-year Flood Plain, Sen. Bob Denny, Government Committee, Sen. Wayne Stump, 320-acre Dump, Withdrew
Request, Queen Creek and Williams Air Force Base, Danger of Birds, Flock, Landfill Operations, Endangering Jets, BFI, Luke
Air Force Base, County Landfill, Wittman, Maricopa County Supervisor Carol Carpenter, Sen. Alan Stephens, Department of
Environmental Quality, Pat Wright, Senators Jesus Higuera and Manuel Pena, Hispanic EI Mirage, Lose, Economic Boost,
Black Sheep, EI Mirage Mayor John Garza, Sued, Ken Boyce, EI Mirage Industrial Landfill, Damages, Close landfill, Senate
Whip Anne Linderman, Jamieson and Gutierrez, Bill Jamieson, Department of Administration, Gov. Bruce Babbitt, Department
of Economic Security, Minority Whip Alfredo Gutierrez, Rules Committee

XI Recycles, Hazardous Waste Materials, Distilled Water, Human Consumption, Goodyear, Recontek, Precious and Base Metals,
Electronics, Aerospace Defense, Metal Finishing Industries, Toxic Materials, Gold, Silver, Magnesium Fluoride, Ammonium
Sulfate, Alternative, Landfills, Metallic Materials, Liability, Regulation, S. Wayne Rosenbaum, Environmental, Loral, City
Manager Ernie Kleinschnidt, Mayor Chauncey Coor, 1-10, Metallic Byproducts, Department of Environmental Quality, DEQ

XIRecontek, Recycles Hazardous Waste, City of Goodyear, Environmental Advocacy Group, Pamela Swift, Toxic Waste
Investigative Group, TWIG, Heavy Metals, Pollute, Water, Air, Soil

XIAmerican Continental Corporation, Charles Keating Jr., Lincoln Savings and Loan Association, Chapter 11 Bankruptcy,
Arizona, Regulators, Camelback Road, Phoenix, Arizona Biltmore Corporate, Goodyear, Clouded, Federal Home Loan Banking
Association, Garden Lakes, Avondale, Thomas Judd, Arizona State University, Mark Pastin, UDC Homes, Mike Bernas,
Developments, Ernie Kleinschnidt, Sarah Sharer, U.S. Bankruptcy Court, Thomas Connally, ERA Tres Realty, Michael
Harbushks, Rubbermaid, Millers Outpost, Herb Ely, Gov. Rose Mofford, Jonathan Laing

XI Maricopa County, MAG, Maricopa County Association of Governments, Arizona Department of Transportation, ADOT,
Westside, Agua Fria Freeway, 99th Avenue, State Highway 85, Interstate 17, Beardsley Road, Pima Freeway, Gordon Pedrow,
Harry Reed, Eastside, Marshall Greenburg, Westside Transportation Coalition, Glendale, Avondale, Carlos Palma

XI Tolleson, Rezoning
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30

104

105

9

27

106

129

54

55

130

107

April 26, 19891Landfill Prohibition Bill Turns Senate into WWIII

April 26, 19891EI Mirage Decision Could Prove Tragedy

April 26, 19891ADOT Plan Under Fire by Westside

April 26, 19891 Bulletin:

May 3, 19891Environmental Problems Appear Not to Worry
Some

May 3, 19891BFI Amendment Fires Landfill Fight

May 3, 19891Southwest Valley Cities Hurt Most by New
ADOT Freeway Changes

May 3, 19891Notice of Hearing - Avondale Planning
Commission

May 10, 19891 Litchfield Park Residents Strike Back at
Developer

May 17, 19891Litchfield Residents Continue Battle for Dysart
Relocation

Notice of Hearing - Avondale Planning
May 17, 19891Commission

May 24, 19891Proposed 'Loop 101' Will Create Few
Environmental Problems, ADOT Says

XI Landfill Prohibition, Sen. Bob Denny, Behalf, Westsiders, Prohibiting Landfills, Waterways, EI Mirage, Browning-Ferris
Industries, Agua Fria River, Jamieson and Gutierrez, BFI, Maricopa County Supervisor Carol Carpenter, Environmentalists,
World War III, Bill Anti-Hispanic, Lose Economic Boost, Rep Earl Wilcox, Sen. Manuel "Lito" Pena, Sun City, Youngtown,
Litchfield Park, Peoria, Downstream Groundwater, Pollution, Sen. Leo Colbert, Sen. Alan Stephens, Department of
Environmental Quality, Maricopa County Supervisor Carol Carpenter, Reject Landfill, salt, Agua Fria, Gila, Verde, Hassayampa,
Colorado, Santa Cruz

XI Browning-Ferris Industries, BFI, Incinerator, Maricopa Medical Center, Potentially Poisonous Fumes, Polluted Environment,
Maryvale Cancer Cluster, Environmental Protection Agency Superfund, Valley, EI Mirage

XI Westside Transportation Coalition, Arizona Department of Transportation, ADOT, Phoenix, Westside Mayors, Agua Fria
Freeway, Maricopa County Association of Governments, MAG, Peoria Mayor Ron Travers, Eastside Route, Pima Freeway,
Pima Road, Union Hills Drive, Dennis Tinberg, Rep. Brenda Burns, Sen. Jan Brewer, Scottsdale, Grand Avenue Expressway,
Construction

X14,500 Acres, Litchfield Park, City of Goodyear, SunCor Development Corporation, McDowell and Indian School, Dysart and
Perryville Roads, Avondale, Cotton Lane, Arizona Court of Appeals, 1986 Annexation Law, Pinnacle West Corp., APS,
Goodyear Farms, Goodyear City Council, City Manager Ernie Kleinschmidt, Westinghouse Corp.

XI Environmental Problems, Arizona, Environmental Protection Agency, Superfund, Cleanup Sites, Garbage Dumps, Water
Sources, Browning-Ferris Industries, BFI, Maricopa County Hospital, Hazardous Waste, Landfill, EI Mirage, Floodplain, Agua
Fria River, Jamie Gutierrez, Tucson, valley, John Garza, Suing, Sun City, Youngtown, Peoria, Glendale, Litchfield Park,
Avondale, Goodyear, County Supervisor Carol Carpenter, Rep. Bill Denny, Westside

XI Landfill Bill, Sen. Bob Denny, HB2257, Prohibit, Landfills, Half-mile, 100-Year Floodplain, EI Mirage, Browning-Ferris Industries,
Agua Fria River, Jamieson and Gutierrez Public Relations Firm, Anne Lindeman, Alfredo Gutierrez, Flexible-membrane Liner,
Sen. Jamie Gutierrez, Sun City, Sen. Pat Wright, BFI, Supervisor Carol Carpenter, Sen. Wayne Stump, Liner, Water, Toxic
Waste

XI Phoenix, Scottsdale, Arizona Department of Transportation, Squaw Peak and Agua Fria Freeways, Maricopa County Voters,
Sales Tax, Valleywide, ADOT, Agua Fria Alignment, Interstate 1-17 (Black Canyon Freeway), Interstate 10, Camelback Road,
State Hwy. 85, Buckeye Road, Westside Projects, 99th Avenue, Grand Avenue Expressway, Indian School Road, Larry
Langer, Phoenix, Avondale, 95th Avenue, Avondale City Manager Carlos Palma, Phoenix City Councilman John Nelson, Pima,
Shea Boulevard, Squaw Peak Freeway, Paradise Valley, Maricopa County Association of Governments, MAG, Glendale Mayor
George Renner, Supervisor Fred Koory Jr., Supervisor Carol Carpenter, Sen. Doug Todd, Pima Freeway, Phoenix Mayor Terry
Goddard, Charles Miller, Jim Patterson, Sen. Bob Denny, Rep. Don Kenny, Andrew Federhar

XI Avondale, Zoning Case

XI Litchfield Park Residents, Dysart Road, Maricopa County Planning and Zoning Commission, Wigwam Creek, Litchfield Park,
Alignment, Camelback and Indian School Roads, Traffic Congestion, Air Pollution, Andy Anderson, Litchfield Park Citizens
League, Opposed, Master Plan, LKY Development Co., Goodyear, Avondale, Board of Supervisors, George Triggs, George
Mastor, Litchfield Park Association, Buffer Zone, Michael Widener, Commercial Areas, Revisions, Commissioner Earl de Berge

XI Dysart Road, Realignment, Dead Issue, Andy Anderson, Litchfield Park Citizens League, LKY Development Co., Wigwam
Creek, Camelback and Indian School Roads, George Mastor, Litchfield Park Association, Maricopa County Planning and
Zoning Commission, Inadequately Buffered, Noise, Air Pollution, Larry K. Yount, Sun City West, Craig Aper, Jerry Overton

XI Avondale, Zoning Case

XILoop 101, Interchange, Arizona Department of Transportation, ADOT, 99th Avenue, 97th Avenue, Agua Fria and 1-10
Freeways, DeLeuw, Canther and Company, Tolleson, Tom Hanley, 'Sensitive Areas' Noise Standard of 67 (dBA), 55.5 Acres,
Farmland, Acquisition, State Transportation Board, Highway-construction Plan, Valley Roadways, Papago Freeway, Hohokam,
Sky Harbor and Superstition Freeways, Aqua Fria and Pima Freeways, West Valley, Peoria Avenue, Bell Road, 75th Avenue,
Estrella, Grand Avenue Expressway, Beardsley Canal
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71

72
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74

75

36

76

77

37

108
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June 7, 19891Litchfield Park Residents Will Oppose LKY Plan
at Meeting

June 14, 19891APS Readies for Start-up at Palo Verde

June 21, 19891 Incorporation Issue Divides Sun City West

June 28, 19891 Litchfield Park Residents Win Battle Over LKY
Development

June 28, 19891EPA Vows to Clean Up Mess in Goodyear

July 5, 19891Glendale Approves Broker Contracts, Airport
Master Plan

July 5, 19891Tempers Continue to Flare Over Incorporation

July 12, 19891Contaminated Soil in Goodyear Could Pose
Public Threat

July 12, 19891 Economic Development is Peoria's Future

July 12, 19891 Peoria City Council Sets Budget Limits - but
Members Aren't Satisfied with Economic
Development Funding

July 19, 19891County Calls on Citizens to Spot Illegal
Dumping

July 19, 19891Valley Leaders Meet to Discuss Future
Transportation Proposals

July 26, 19891Glendale Man Drowns in Flooded Wash

XI Litchfield Park Residents, Maricopa County Planning and Zoning Commission, County Board of Supervisors, Wigwam Creek,
Indian School Road and Camelback, Dysart Road, LKY Development Co., Andy Anderson, Litchfield Park Citizens League,
Opposition

XIPalo Verde Nuclear Power Plant, Unit 2 Reactor, Nuclear Regulating Commission, Don Andrews, NRC, Plat's Safety, Arizona
Corporate Commission, Residential Consumer Office, APS

XICity of Glendale, Sun City West, AI Spanjer, Sun City West Property Owners and Residents Association, Incorporated Cities,
EI Mirage, Peoria, Surprise, Youngtown, PORA, Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, Election, Ernie Edison, Marvin
Goldberg, Sun City West Residents United Against Incorporation, Cathy Connally, Arizona League of Cities and Towns, Local
Taxation, Private Services, Garbage Collection, Parks, Recreation, Lighting, Water, Sewer, Rodney Dangerfield, Del E. Webb,
History of Sun City, County Supervisor Carol Carpenter, HUD, Housing and Urban Development

XI Litchfield Park Residents, Litchfield Park, LKY Development Co., Maricopa County Planning and Zoning Commission, Wigwam
Creek, Dysart, Indian School and Camelback Roads, County Board of Supervisors, County Supervisor Carol Carpenter, Dysart
Road Right-of-way, George Mastor, Litchfield Park Association, West Valley, Maricopa County Association of Governments,
Glendale, Goodyear, Earl de Berg, John Jordan, Dale Smith, Mayor Richard Meese, Craig Alpert, Larry Yount

XI U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Clean-up Plans, Phoenix-Goodyear Airport, Jeff Rosenbloom, EPA, Department of
Defense, Goodyear Tire and Rubber, Share Costs, Unidynamics Defense Systems Plant, Yuma Road, Litchfield Road,
Removing, Volatile Contaminants, Vapor Extraction, Soil Cleanup, Air Stripping, Groundwater Cleanup, Vapor Extraction Wells,
Air Blowers, Pumping, Affected Groundwater, Air, Fan Forced, Cascading Water, Transferred to Air, Pamela Swift, Toxic Waste
Investigation Group, TWIG, Problems, Procedures, Cheaper Cost, Center for Disease Control, Dennis Meyer, Arizona
Department of Environmental Quality, Industrial Solvents, Metal-contamination, Trichloroethylene, TCE, Chromium, Ground,
Unlined Ponds, Dry Wells, Drainage Ditches, Goodyear, Avondale, Drinking, Hazardous

XI Glendale Municipal Airport, Business Broker, Real Estate Broker, City Manager Martin Vancour, Ruth Fisher, Bring Tenants,
Airport, Airport is Growing, Glendale City Council, Construction, Acquisition, Establishment, Reconfiguration, Provisions,
Development Program, Federal Aviation Administration

XI Property Presidents Owners and Residents Association, PORA, Sun City West Incorporation, AI Spanjer, Petitions, Sun City
West, Election, Self Governing City, Anti-incorporationists, Higher Taxes, Operating Deficit, Marvin Goldberg, Sun City West
Residents United Against Incorporation, Ernie Edison

XICrop Dusting Company, Pesticide Contaminated Soil, Goodyear, Arizona Environmental Officials, Arizona Department of
Environmental Quality, DEQ, Marsh Aviation Services, Inc., McDowell Road, Cotton Lane, Sarival Ave., Arizona's Hazardous
Waste Management Act, Burn Pit, Contaminant Emissions, Pamela Swift, Toxic Waste Investigative Group, Environmental
Watchdog Group, Tolleson, Melody Baker, Mothers of Maryvale, Strong Fumes, Health Problems, Arizona Department of
Health Services, Toxaphene, Most Toxic, Carcinogenic Chemicals, Ameritech Environmental Laboratories

XI Economic Development, City of Peoria, Peoria Chamber of Commerce, Peoria Economic Development Group, Arizona, Sales
Tax Revenue

XIPeoria City Council, Budget, Economic Development, Peoria Chamber of Commerce, City Manager Dennis Tinberg, Richard
Palmer, Kris Budinger, Arizona Department of Tourism, PEDG, Councilman Steve Poe

X) Maricopa County Officials, Dumping, Illegal, Environmentally, Hazardous Waste, Illegal Dumping Sites, Dumpers, Maricopa
County Supervisor Tom Freestone, Trash Dumping, Glenn Lilly, Illegal Waste Material Task Force, Valley, Public Awareness,
Hazardous Waste Laws, 1985, Current Laws Enacted, David Ronald

XI Regional Public Transit Authority, Valley, County Supervisor, Fred Koory, Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, Eddie Basha,
Charles Wahlheim, Joe Wood Development, Mesa, RPTA, ValTrans Mass Transit, East Valley Partnership, Mesa Mayor Peggy
Rubach, District 4 Supervisor Carol Carpenter, Arizona State University

XIMan Drowned, Flooded Wash, Filled Overflow Wash, Four-wheeling
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10

79

80

81

109

132

12

13

38

31

July 26, 19891Litchfield Park, LKY May Compromise

July 26, 19891 City of Avondale - Notice of Meeting / City of
Goodyear - Public Notice

August 2, 19891 Monsoon Calls for Caution

August 2, 19891Ventana Lakes Residents Burning Up Over
Pullout by Burns International

August 2, 198911n Peoria - 'Someday' Came and Went for
Ventana Lakes

August 2, 19891 Petitions Call for Incorporation Vote

August 2, 19891Segment of Agua Fria Freeway Will Open to
Traffic Tomorrow - Governor Will Drive on Road
at Ceremony

August 2. 19891City of Avondale - Notice of Meeting

August 9, 1989lGlendale, Peoria to Receive Water for CAP 
Cities Will Help Pay for Cost of Interconnection

August 9, 19891 New Water Regulations Won't Cost Users 
EPA Crackdown Was Foreseen by Glendale

August 16, 19891 Recontek Chooses Gila Bend - Plant Will
Employ 180 Persons with $3.5 Million Payroll

August 23, 19891 EI Mirage May Regain Flood Jurisdiction - Vice
Mayor Says County id Blocking Landfill Deal

XI Litchfield Park, Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, LKY Development Co., Wigwam Creek, County Planning and Zoning
Commission, George Triggs, Dysart Road, City of Litchfield, Litchfield Park Association, Red Baron, George Mastor, Supervisor
Carol Carpenter, Indian School and Camelback Roads, Mayor Richard Meese, Many Issues Attached

XI Avondale, Meeting, Goodyear, Rezone

XIRain, Special Caution, National Safety Council, Reduced Visibility, Skids, Hydroplaning, Poor Visibility

XIVentana Lakes, Phil and Sue Hummell, Peoria, 105th Avenue and Beardsley, Burns International, Ventana Lakes Property
Owners Association, Emerald Homes, Phoenix Area, Robert Burns, The Adams Group, Camelback Ranch, La Place and La
Place du Sommet, Paradise Valley, Sun Valley, White tank Mountains, Del E. Webb Corp., The Foothills, Home Builders
Association of America, Eugene Baker, Brian McBain, valley National Bank, Watt-Hancock, Valencia, Elmer Lemley, Maryann
Lemley, Frogs, Mosquitos, Cesspool, South Mountain, Mike Aprati, Rainbow Pool Supply, Tempe, Kinney Management Co.,
Peoria City Engineer Eldon Johannsen

XI Westside, West valley, Los Angeles, Charles Keating, Keith Turley, Land Barons, Ventana Lakes, Burns International,
Lakeside-Living, Robert Burns, Riverboat Gambler, The Adams Group, Sun Valley, Arizona, Minnesota, Glenn and Bonnie
Francis, Durango, Colorado

XISun City West, Incorporation, Supervisor Carol Carpenter, Allen Powell, Homeowners, Ballot, Sun City West Property
Presidents Owners and Residents Association, PORA, Maricopa County Statutes, Election, Clerk of the Board, Maricopa
County Planning and Zoning Department, Attorney's Office, Del E. Webb, Sun City

XI$32 Million, Agua Fria Freeway, Grand Avenue Bridge, Governor Rose Mofford, Peoria Avenue to Bell Road, Lincoln
Continental, Department of Public Safety, Peoria Mayo Ron Travers, District 4 Supervisor Carol Carpenter, Pete Corpstein,
Glendale and Northern Avenues, Mark Bonan, Arizona Department of Transportation, JWJ Contacting, Bell and 1-17, ADOT,
Glendale Avenue and 1-10, Outer Loop, 99th and 83rd Avenues, Beardsley Road

XI Avondale, Zoning

XI Construction, Interconnection Facility, Eight Valley Communities, Glendale, Peoria, Central Arizona Project Water, Salt River
Project, Granite Reef Dam, Scottsdale, Backup System, CAP Allocations, Emergency Shutdown, Pyramid Peak Water
Treatment Facility, David Iwanski, CAP Water, SRP, Arizona Canal, Glendale City Council, Chandler, Mesa, Gilbert, Tempe,
Phoenix, Dave Heinert, Cholla Water Treatment Plant, Colorado River

XI Glendale, Jim Kaylor, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Volatile Organic Contaminants, VOC, Serious Health Problems,
Liver, Kidney, Asbestos, Benign Tumors, City's Water is in Compliance, EPA, 38 Contaminants, 1986 Clean water
Amendment, Drinking Water Contaminants, Fred Pontius, American Water Works Association, Eastern Part of County,
General Motors Plant, Arizona Canal, 1974 Safe Drinking Water Act, Regulate, Congress, 1986 Clean Water Act

XI Hazardous Waste Recycling Company, Gila Bend, Heavy Metal, Buckeye, Yuma, Arizona, Wayne Rosenbaum, Goodyear,
Permit, Arizona Department of Environmental Quality, DEQ, Mayor Duke Fox, Heavy Metal Sludge, Landfills, Filtration,
Precipitation, Cementation, Hydrometallurgy, Gold, Silver, Palladium, Platinum, Iron, Magnesium, Nickel, Chrome, Zinc,
Copper, Tin, Electronics, Aerospace, Defense, Metal Finishing Industries, Acids, Alkalines, United States, South Africa, U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, EPA, PS Group, Inc.

XIEI Mirage Vic Mayo John Garza, Flood Control Jurisdiction, County, Sen. Bob Denny, Maricopa County Supervisor Carol
Carpenter, City of EI Mirage, BUilding, 320-acre, Cholla Sanitary Landfill, Special Permit, Flood Control District, Agua Fria River,
100-year Floodplain, Northern and Olive Avenues, political, Endangering Groundwater Supplies, Dan Sagramoso, Environment,
Health, Garbage Floating Downstream, Water Pollution, Flood Plain Zoning, West Bank, Maricopa County, Union Rock
Materials, Gravel Pit, Industrial Development, Luke Air Force Base, Composite Liner, Synthetic Liner, Natural Clay Liner, Not
Permit, Hazardous Waster, Toxic Wastes, Open Burning, Solid Waste Facilities, Agua Fria Banks, Support, Heavy Flooding,
Overflow, Contaminated, Leachate, Liquid, Water Seepage, 19th Avenue and 27th Avenue Landfills, Phoenix, Dumpsites,
Environmental Protection Agency, Hassayampa Landfill, Buckeye, salt River, half-Mile, 100-year Floodplain
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39

110

40

41

111

42
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August 23, 19891 Nobody Wants the Landfill Except Poor 01' EI
Mirage

September 8, 19891 Glendale Cries Four Over Water Limit

September 8, 19891 Litchfield Park, LKY Reach Com promise

September 13, 19891Westside Cities Urged to Work with Luke
Encroachment Could Harm Operations

September 14, 198910ld and New Glendale Clash Over Master Plan

October 18, 19891Environmentalists Urge Moratorium on
Hazardous Waste Sites

November 1, 19891Glendale Adds to Transit Panel

December 27, 19891Carpenter on State Wastewater Panel

January 3, 19901 Goodyear Airport Cleanup Will Begin

January 10, 19901 Rail Transit Proposed

January 17, 1990lCounty Anti-Dumping Effort Criticized

January 17, 1990lFreeway May be Delayed

January 17, 1990lFreeway Funds - Again

XI Proposed Landfill, Agua Fria River, EI Mirage, Vice Mayor John Garza, Stop the Dump, Political Hypocrisy, Economic
Development, Cholla Sanitary Landfill, Maricopa County Supervisor Carol Carpenter, 1OO-year Floodplain, Landfills, Major
Rivers, Contaminated Water Table

XI Glendale, Department of Water Resources, 1980 Groundwater Management Act, GPCD, Dave Iwanski, Groundwater Pumping,
Peoria, Phoenix, Youngtown, Janelle Morris, Conservation Goals, Arrowhead Ranch, Golf Courses, Non-residential Uses,
Frank Barrios, Phoenix Active Management Area, Non-grass landscaping, Glendale Water Conservation, David Schultz

XI Litchfield Park, Compromise, Wigwam Creek, Mayor Richard Meese, LKY Development Co., Dysart Road, Camelback, Indian
School Road, Air, Traffic, Noise Pollution, Litchfield Park Citizens League, Maricopa County Board of Supervisors

XI Westside, Luke Air Force Base, West valley, Glendale, Military Affairs Committee, Phoenix Chamber of Commerce, Arizona,
Brig. Gen. Daniel Sherlock, Bill Mackenzie, Kenneth Edmunds, EI Mirage, City Planning and Zoning Department, Flight Pattern,
Harry Wolf, Maricopa County Association of Governments, MAG, Recommended Ordinances, Valley

XI Glendale, Agricultural Past, Master Plan, Orangewood Village, Glendale Avenue, 83rd Avenue, 91 st Avenue, Northern Avenue,
Glendale City Council, Grand Avenue Expressway, Agua Fria Parkway, Hickman's Egg Ranch, Bill Hickman, Glendale Mayor
George Renner, Vice Mayor Quentin Tolby, Marlene Collier

X!400 Environmentalists, Arizona State Capital, Accepting, Hazardous Waste, Dumping Ground, Francesca Segretti, Mayor of
Jerome, Reduce, Production, Burning, Dumping, Rivers, Sen. Dave Bartlett, Bradley Angel, Greenpeace, Hazardous Waste
Plan, Secret Plan, Toxic Waste Dump. Gov. Rose Mofford, Norm Weiss, Arizona Department of Environmental Quality,
Imports, Sierra Club, Mothers of Maryvale, Toxic Waste Investigation Group, Tolleson, Rep. William Mundell

XIAirport Advisory Commission, ValTrans Regional Transit, City Voters, Councilman Jim McAllister, Robert Huffman, Glendale
Transportation Director Bill Budlong

XI Wastewater Management Authority of Arizona, Collect, Street, Agricultural, Runoff, Re-Use, Irrigation, Purified Water, Maricopa
County Supervisor Carol Carpenter, Thomas Amparano, Tucson, Richard Broman, Apache Junction, James Schulte, Lake
Havasu, Department of Environmental Quality, Department of Health Services, State Treasurer, Wastewater Treatment
Facilities, Federal Legislation

XI Clean-up, Cancer Causing Agents, Groundwater, Soil, Phoenix-Goodyear Airport, Environmental Protection Agency, Goodyear
Tire and Rubber Department of Defense, Cost, Loral Corporation Facility, Unidynamics Facility, Arizona Department of
Environmental Quality, Dangerous Industrial Solvents, Metal-contaminants, Trichloroethylene, TCE, Chromium, Soaked
Ground, Unlined Ponds, Dry Wells, Drainage Ditches, Plants, EPA, Goodyear, Avondale, Drinking, National Priorities List,
Superfund Program, Synthetic Volatile Organic Chemicals, Ingested, hazardous, Cancerous Properties, Air Stripping, Air
Emission Control Devices, Dennis Meyer, Terry Wilson, Treated, Reinjected, Aquifer Downstream, Drinking Water Standards,
Soil Vapor Extraction Method, Air Blowers, Carbon Treatment, Sludge, Chromeplating Operations, Waste Solvents

XI Regional Passenger Rail System, Sky Harbor Airport, East Valley, ValTrans, Sen. Pete Corpstein, Senate Transportation
Committee, Arizona Rail passenger Association, Wickenburg, Tucson International Airport, Grand Avenue, Loulan, State of
Arizona Bonds, Phoenix State Capitol, Buckeye, Glendale, Goodyear, Peoria, Sun City, Sun City West, Grand Canyon,
Coolidge

XIGila Bend, Illegal Waste Dumping, Environmentalists, Marion Samms, Illegal Waste Dumping Task Force, County Supervisor
Chairman Tom Freestone, Dangerous Chemicals, A Sham, Desert, Pamela Swift, Toxic waste Investigative Group, Tolleson,
Teri Johnson, Mothers of Maryvale, Testing, Removal, Hazardous Waste, Storage Containers, Environmental Prosecutions,
Training Film, Melody Baker

XIAgua Fria Freeway, Maricopa County Association of Governments Regional Council, Buckeye, Mark Bonan, Arizona
Department of Transportation, Agua Fria and 1-10, Interchange Exits, Ramps, Sales Tax

Xlvalley's Freeway System, Trouble, Sales Tax, Landowners, Right-of-way, Buckeye, Maricopa County Association of
Governments Regional Council, Jim Patterson, State Transportation Board
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43

116
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115

117
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118

133

January 24, 1990lHomebuilders Go to Work in Estrella Area

January 31, 1990lTreatment Starts for Groundwater

February 28, 1990lFunding for Peoria Bridge, Road Projects is
Approved

March 7, 1990lFreeway Funds Flowing Eastward Once Again

March 28, 1990lMAG Will Review Plan to Swap Freeway Land
for Road

April 14, 1990lEstrelia Road-for-Iand Swap Survives

April 18, 19901 Estrella Returns to Life

April 25, 1990lTransportation Plan to be Hearing Topic

XI Goodyear, Lincoln Saving and Loan Association, Charles H. Keating Jr., AmCor Investment, Mark Voigt, Continental Homes,
UDC Homes, Phase One Housing, Arizona, American Continental, Bankruptcy, Estrella, Thomas Hickcox

XI Clean-up, Groundwater, Phoenix-Goodyear Airport, Arizona Department of Health Services, Contamination, Trichloroethylene,
Chromium, Volatile Organic Compounds, Emissions, Jeff Rosenbloom, Environmental Protection Agency, Toxins, Phase II,
Carbon-Absorption, Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company, Air Stripping, U. S. Department of Defense

XI Bridge, Peoria, Commerce and Economic Development Commission, Job Creating Business, State Transportation Board,
Jordan Industrial Park, Westside, Show Low, Bisbee, Huachuca City, Chandler, Page, Donald E. Cline, National Park Service

XIEast Valley, Freeway Funding, Agua Fria Freeway, Interstate 10, Mesa-Tempe-Chandler, Westside

XI Developers, Plan, Outer Loop, Freeway Right-of-way, East Valley Mayors, MAG, Maricopa County Association of
Governments, Arizona Department of Transportation, 15-Mile Road, Grand Avenue, Interstate 10, Estrella Freeway, Lake
Pleasant Road, Sun City

XI Construction, Interim Road, Estrella Freeway, Maricopa County Association of Governments, Goodyear Mayor Carl Gow, East
Valley Mayors, ADOT, Tempe Mayor Harry Mitchell, Phoenix Mayor Paul Johnson, Scottsdale Mayor Herb Drinkwater, Pima,
MAG, Phoenix Mayor Terry Goddard, Larry Landry

XI Charles Keating, Estrella Development, David Gould, Continental Homes, Estrella, Sierra Estrella Mountains, Goodyear,
American Continental Corporation, Bankruptcy, Lincoln Savings, AmCor Investment Corp., Jim parker, Thomas Hickcox, UDC,
David Bernas, Mark Voigt, Resolution Trust Corporation, West valley, Interstate 10, Estrella Freeway, McKesson Corp, San
Francisco, Paul Walker, Director of Community Development, Rubbermaid Corp., Jobs, Intertec Aviation, Goodyear/Phoenix
Airport, SI. Joseph's Hospital and Medical Center, PMH Health Resources Inc., Estrella/Goodyear, Miller's Outpost, Cotton
lane, State Route 85, Simpson Norton Corp., Bullard Road, Kraft Foods, Elliot Road

XI Arizona Department of Transportation, Interstate 10, Grand Avenue, Agua Fria Expressway, Estrella Parkway, Glendale,
Phoenix-Goodyear Airport, Bullard Avenue, 107th Avenue, Perryville to Dysart, 27th Avenue to 59th Avenue, Interstate 17,
Thomas to Thunderbird Road, Bridge, Approaches, Agua Fria River, Beardsley Road to Van Buren, City of Glendale,
Camelback to Butler, Agua Fria Expressway, 75th to 35th Avenue, Buckeye Road to Interstate 10, Cactus Road

X
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Sightseers angered Craig Aper, Litchfield's city manager, who said the wakes made by passing cars on flooded streets clogged
gutters and flooded homes. His city was hardest hit. Civil Defense officials were called in to estimate damage. I

The Monsoon
By Bob Allen

Heavy rains doused much of the
Valley Sunday, causing scattered flooding
in homes and streets and power outages.

"The Westside of the Valley got hit the
worst, there's no question," said Maricopa
County Flood Control hydrologist Glen
V~rtherms.

From Flood Control rain gauges across
the area, over three inches of rain showered

~ White Tanks Peak on Sunday, while 2.8 in
ches fell just south of the White Tank
Mountains at a gauge near Buckeye.

Smith's Peak in the Estrella Mountains also
recorded 2.8 inches of moisture.

Floyd Johnson, the official weather ob
server of Buckeye, recorded 1.11 inches at
his home.

"It developed slowly," said National
Weather Service forecaster Ron Block.
Block noted that the air mass, which was
moist and stable, spent Friday and Saturday
building up.
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Floods from page A-1 ~---------:---
"Daytime heating triggered a con- Fanns, blocked the sizable drainage

vective outbreak," Block said He from Luke Air furce Base housing.
I noted that the stonn brought the But the dam itself has .two J6-inch

heavy accumulations because when culverts designed to release water
one cloud "cell" would lapse, another slowly,
would develop nearby. During Saturday evening, light

He said that min guages from the rains fell which saturated the earth,
National Weather Se!vice's network according to Litchfield Park City
in the Valley indialted the heaviest Councilman Ron Wheal Litchlield
rainfall amounts were on the West- Parle ~tly Wa~ rut wocst of all.
s·de. Sky HaIboc Aiqxxt experienced Wheat said the rain raised the level of
only 021 inches f rain, while 0.78 his p()Ol by six inchel; without allY
fell at the intersection of 2nd and draimge into i~

Washington Avenues. He said that the rain aune down at
At the Goodyear-Phoenix Aiqxxt such a rale !hat it overflowed his gut

in Goodyear, i traffic controller ters and began pourin::.; off his roof in
Rob Shore said, 'The cloud base was a sheet.
at 500 feet, normally it's at 10,000 The· seriously~muged haines in
feet" the city were ~he victims ()f water

.Shore said that, while the Westside which overflowed the drainage at the
airport does not opernte a rain guage intersection ofDysart aro·aimelback
of its own, precipitation· occurred roads. . .
from 6:50 am. until 10:25 am. at the "It filled the aina!i· (ljtch and
toWer. then it ~idn't have anywhere to go,".

The Maricopa County Sheriffs Of- explained Litchfield Park: City Mana~
fice received many calls for assis- ~er Gaig Aper. TIe drainage system .
tanee Sunday mooling. Homeowners at tha intersection was due for 1m-'
watching floodwaters rise phoned, provement when the American'Con-:
but the Sheriffs Office could do little tinental Corporation devek·p;1 its
to stop the muddy tide. . land on the northeast (;JnlCi The

"The whole city of Lltchfuld Parle zoning for that project.~ gTaJif,OO
must be un¢r :Water:fvoiced a har- over a year. dgO, but Am"")f has sinCe',
ried SheriffSOffice~or.". put the land ·up for sale ·with~no

Whilesooie txxnes reCeived heaVy in1provements•.~_.~ ~~;r.~. -. . ·~.::;t
water damage,forturiateITno West- .' "Had that :(improv~ ..~jnage)
side injuries·were· blamed on the been iii 'there, I'm COiivii-ii::&i thai~ .

.:v.:arer.:'· '-;':,;:-' .:' ... .::.,~;~ .. _damage would ha~e·l~l{'k~'~"-satd
~:"."While ·about a dozen· hcmes·1n Wheat- . j:.-'-' ~, .. lifi:i?i:

...? ., .-'~ ", :. .i:~Io';'t:'.

·~>--L1tchfield.Park·experieoc:ed interior The water frorri the intersection·
,;'}Water ctarnage;.many more~ in flooded the ad~(city Parlc..:~. ' .
'?Casliion Ii<id:V:raier come·h Biii-.lhe be~an.:flo~ng. do,~·'ytlla. N.u~~: _, '
>~residenis ·OcvCashioosCeihed lo~'ac- Drive. -At the Clty'1 ,::xrthwest ~e,~.. :.
-~~'~th6~ckStoicalllasJheY·:Were CastiLx> Drive:~~de poole4 d~:,""". '
,...~ sweepiiIg:out the..:iliiJd SuDday ,a waIl enclosing.the_~':RCsi~, .

afternoon. Many)~·m the neigh_· after wading thrOugh' water>~up,:~: ..: '.;
borllood hav~.been, ~levated ~ 'pr;e-- three feet deep, knocked hol~ in~ . ':;
v~t wa~ damage: '. :. ~. :~.' . wall to allow~ water ~l~:)"~~~~ .. _ .,

Ken Bickman of BICkman Fanns ".: .As. reported m_West. >?

: at the Coiner of Reeins Road afld" 'few residents.a...:e:'·' at ·;if~.. .?

N<X1hem Avenue.said that visibility tiood danlage ily,.iheir;'-~-: $;:

was extremely.limited during the insurance. One Castillo Drive '~i: 4.- ,:::.
.. height l>f the storm at 10 am; 'His dent estimated the damage to his' in

guage recorded 2.1 inches of teriar at ~,rJX)._ - i:- ';
precipitition. .;, . "One oc tFO ofth<?se hoOtes w6uld,

.While some residents of Litchfield not have been flooded if it wasn't~foc
Parle experienced Qooding in their the vehicles driving ·around," APef;

. hlckyards ooe to pools overflowing, argued He' said that cleared dr3inS'
. homeowners along the eastern stretch were disrupted by the~ of p3ss~~

of the :recently incoqx)rated city were ingautomobiles:. ~:: :~c<; r·:.,:
hit by a broWn torrent .. ArizOna Public Service repo~

Murphy Dam, a simple earthen no damage from the flood,.!Juts(;a~~·
dam which was built by GoOdYeM tered, brief~ outages. ~,~:~..; ..:?. 1:
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Danielle Johnson does her boating on Fairway Drive. The 4-year-old played while
other Litchfield Park residents bailed following Sunday's cloudburst.
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Brandy Ryan, 12, of west Phoeni~ takes a picture of the devastation at her grandpa
rents' mobile home park in Surprise. The Happy Trail Resort, near the corner of Cot
ton Lane and Bell Road, sustained almost $1 million in damages Friday evening
when adownburstwind completely destroyed six homes and caused major damage
to 16 others. One woman suffered minor injuries. One retired couple returned to the
park after dining out to find their trailer shredded into pieces.
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Buckeye water-ski lakes accepted
Despite objections by county

planners, the county will allow a
California developer to build two
water-skiing lakes south of
Buckeye.

Last week, the Maricopa Coun
ty Board of Supervisors approved
John Reid's plan to build two
13-acre lakes and surround them
with 21 resort cabins at the Lake
side Ski Village.

The plan was favored by Buck
eye Manager Fred Carpenter, who
said his city has an abundance of
water, although much of it is not
drinkable. Carpenter noted that
the water table is so high, farmers
in Buckeye must pump to remove
excess water from their fields.

But the Maricopa County Plan
ning and Zoning Commission vot
ed against the plan in early De
cember, causing an outcry from
water-conservation experts, who
sited it as an example of the coun
ty's ignorance on water issues.

"1 can't believe that they turned
this project down," said water
activist Carolina Butler, who an
grily called Westsider to denounce
the planner's action.

Reid originally spoke of an
eight-month start-to-finish con
struction project for the Buckeye
lakes. According to Jim Hayes,
vice president of Lakeside Ski
Village Inc., Reid has developed
several similar projects in South
ern California.



Contamination closes Painted Rock Lake
February 8, 1989

e

By Laura Placheckl
Journalism Department
University of Arizona

The 150-acre lake at Painted
Rocks State Park near Gila Bend
may be closed for up to a year be
cause of contaminated fish found
in the lake.

The closure has forced the state
to hold up expenditure of$950,OOO
in recreational facilities at the
more than 3,OOO-acre park.

State officials said they did not
want to spend money on the park if
there was a possibility it might be
permanently closed because of the
lake contamination.

The improvements were to be
paving of a road to the lake and the
30 campsites about four miles
from the lake and construction of
ramadas and restrooms at the
campground.

Officials said they are trying to
determine the source of the conta
mination, which they believe to be
caused by herbicides and industrial
wastes.

Although the lake is closed to
public use during the study, the
campgrounds will remain open,
officials said.

The Arizona State Parks Board
took emergency action Jan. 27 to
close the lake, about 15 miles

northwest of Gila Bend.
"We don't want to invite people

to an area or commit that kind of
money to a project until we are as
sured that the fish are safe to eat,"
said Ken Travous, executive direc
tor of the State Parks Board. He
added that closing the lake is a pre
ventative measure. "We don't
know if there is a problem, but un
til we get some facts, it will remain
closed and no new construction of
recreational facilities will take
place:' he said.

Catfish, carp and bass in Painted
Rocks Lake, a popular fishing spot
that attracts about 30,000 people
every year, have been tested for or
ganic chemicals, particularly the
pesticide DDT and its derivatives
DDD and DDE.

The Food and Drug Administra~
tion standard for DDT is 5 parts per
million. Fish at Painted Rocks
have levels of 4 parts per million,
according to 1987 data by the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service.

But whether that4 parts per mil
lion is safe is questionable, says
Bill Kepner, environment conta
mination specialist for the Fish and
Wildlife Service.

"If you're looking at what levels
are safe for humans, the FDA's
standard is set for interstate com-

o ~
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Westsider

merce, for commercial purposes,"
Kepner said. "The fish from
Painted Rocks are eaten by local
folk."

The Environmental Protection
Agency is considering reducing
that standard 1 part per million as
safe for human consumption.

"If the EPA adjusted down to
that level, the fish at Painted Rock
would not be available for h'umans
to eat," Kepner said.

And even the 4 parts per million
is high compared to the national
average for the same freshwater
fish (channel catfish) which is 0.2
parts per million.

Signs posted at the lake warn
that the fish may be unsafe to eat.

From the 1987 tests, the Fish
and Wildlife Service found seven
organic chemicals in whole fish
and six organic chemicals present
in the edible, fillet part.

Officials also found that the
chemicals are dissolved in fat, not
water, Kepner said. "We always
assumed that when you cleaned the
fish you removed all the poison,
that's not the case."

In addition to the organic chemi
cals found in the fish, Fish and
Wildlife officials have discovered
traces of metals including copper
and zinc. "There's quite a stew of

Page 3

chemicals and metals in the fish,"
Kepner said.

Two weeks ago, another study
of the fish at Painted Rocks reve
aled traces of a potent carcinogen
that is easily absorbed into the
body. Although tests were con
ducted in the Gila River at Yuma
and Eden above and below Painted
Rocks there were no traces of the
dioxin there.

According to data released Jan.
17, Kepner said there were 0 parts
per trillion of the herbicide TCDD
in the fish. "That isn't an awful lot
bu t the EPA's standard is 1 part per
trillion or one in every 100,000
fish will be cOT!taminated."
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Don'tflSh at
Painted Rock

The Arizona Game and Fish
Department reminds fishermen
that the Arizona State Parks Board
has closed the lake portion of its
Painted Rocks State Park because
of concern about the level of pesti
cide residues and other contamin
ants in Painted Rock Lake's fish.

Because Painted Rock Lake has
been a popular warm water fishery
in the Gila Bend-Casa Grande are
a, the Arizona Health Department
and Arizona State Parks erected
signs in 1984 to recommend that
anglers not eat the fIsh they took
from Painted Rock Lake upstream
to the Gila River-Salt River
confluence.
. At about that same time, Game
and Fish printed the same warning
in its annual fIshing regulations
booklet starting in 1987 and
dropped the Painted Rock Lake
listing from the weekly fishing
report.

Desp~te the warnings, some an
glers have continued to catch and
eat Painted Rock Lake fIsh. The
State Parks closure is intended to
discourage fishing at Painted
Rock Lake. In fact, that agency
has held up plans for $950,000 in
new development at the lake until
more is learned about the contami
nation there.
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Water transfer bill
future in serious doubt
By Laura Plachecki
Journalism Department
University of Arizona

Lawmakers have concluded
weeks of debate by drafting a bill
hopefully designed to resolve Ar
izona's water-transfer arguments,
but representatives of La paz
County fear the measure would
squeeze them dry.

The bill was drafted by a joint
committee and was made available
for legislative review last week. It
protects most rural counties from
thirsty cities that have been buying
rural land with hopes of pumping
groundwater to supply their future
needs.

While the bill prohibits transfer
ring groundwater out of most Ar
izona basins, water in La Paz and
Yuma counties is up for grabs.

"It gives protection to, I would
say, 95 percent of rural Arizona,"
said Rep. Jim Hartdegen (R-Casa
Grande). "I'm sorry we couldn't
do a little better for La Paz
County."

At least one of that county's rep
resentatives hopes to change
things.

Democrat Herb R. Guenther of
Tacna said he will attempt to "per
fect" the bill with amendments.

Under the bill, the Big Chino
Basin north of Prescott is reserved
solely for Prescott and the Lower
Gila, Gila Bend, Harquahala,
Ranegras Plain, Butler Valley and
McMullen Valley basins in south-

west Arizona are open for water
transfers. The Clara Peak Basin
southeastofLake Havasu City also
would be open.

The bill basically states that
municipalities and private deve
lopers who pump groundwater
from the basins must leave 35 per
cent of the water in the basin.

"I think it would have been
much more reasonable to have
gone 40-60," Guenther said, ex
plaining that a bill drafted by rep
resentatives of rural counties
called for a 45-55 split.

The bill requires that municipal
ities and private developers who
transfer water must pay $5 per acre
for the land and another $5 per
acre-foot of water pumped.

"I find it somewhat insulting
that they went with the severance
tax at $5 per acre-foot.," Guenther
said, adding that rural representa
tives wanted $15 per acre-foot of
water transferred.

"I suspect there will be some ne
gotiating," Hartdegen said.

Such negotiations likely will be
gin in legislative committees this
week.



Environmental problems
appear not to worry some

When are we going to get seri
ous about the environmental prob
lems facing Arizona? With over
45 Environmental Protection
Agency "Superfund" cleanup sites
throughout the state, you would
think that we'd be just a little gun
shy about bringing in more pollu
ters. But unfortunately, that isn't
the case.

While lawmakers throughout the
country have been busy trying to
keep garbage out of their states,
some of Arizona's finest have
been busy making a political joke
of a bill that would restrict the
placement of garbage dumps near
our precious water sources. Even
more sadly, the joke has been or
chestrated by the nation's second
largest waste disposal firm--
Browning-Ferris Industries (EA).

You remember BFI, don't you?
How could anyone forget the com
pany that has used an incinerator
at Maricopa County Hospital to
pour hazardous waste into our air.
Now, as if the incinerator scandal
was not enough, BFI wants to
build a landfill in El Mirage in
the floodplain of the Agua Fria
River. State Senator Jaime Gutier
rez (D-Tucson) apparently wants it
there, too. It is 150 miles from El
Mirage to Tucson.

Gutierrez, at BFI's request, has
introduced an amendment that
could effectively kill a common
sense bill that would ban landfills

from being placed within a half
mile of a 100-year flood plain.

The Gutierrez amendment would
require such strict safety provisions
that cities in the Valley would
have to spend an estimated $60 to
$70 million to bring their existing
landfill sites into compliance. No
one has the millions to spend, so
the bill appears to be dead.

Officials of El Mirage defend
the Gutierrez amendment. Vice
Mayor John Garza says the
amendment is tough, but the stan
dards it sets "protect our environ
ment." Anybody that has been fol
lowing the El Mirage-BFI situation,
and the settlement that it gives the
small town with another landfill
owner who is suing it, will have
to take that comment with a grain
of salt. E1 Mirage appears to be
far more interested in getting out
of a $3-million lawsuit than in
protecting the environment.

There are local politicians who
have ardently fought to keep BFI
out of E1 Mirage and to protect
the area's precious groundwater
which serves Sun City, Young
town, Peoria, Glendale, Litchfield
Park, Avondale and Goodyear.
County Supervisor Carole Carpenter
and Rep. Bill Denny (R-Litehfie1d
Park) have said time and again
that BFl's plan spells trouble for
the entire Westside. Unfortunately,
not enough Westside legislators ap
pear to be listening.



Monsoon calls for caution'
If you're driving, rain of any

sort dictates special caution, ac
cording to the National Safety
Council. Problems associated with
driving in the rain include reduced
visibility, skids and hydroplaning.
Rain makes a dangerous addition
to driving's everyday hazards.

To help you drive safely in rain,
the Council offers this guide to the 
most common problems asso
ciated with rain, and how to handle
them:

Ifyou do fInd yourself in a skid,
remain calm, ease your foot off the
gas, and carefully steer in the di
rection you want the front of the
car to go. Avoid using your brakes.
This procedure, also known as
"steering into the skid.," will bring
the back end of your car into line
with the front.

Finally, the National Safety
Council suggests you avoid driv
ing during rainstorms, if possible.
Butifyou must, be sure to put safe
ty fIrst on your list of priorities. It
may take you a bit longer to get
where you're going, but odds are
better that you'll get there in one
piece.

OVisibility
A bad storm can lower visibility

as much as darkness does. Being
prepared for poor visibility is the
fIrst step in dealing with this prob
lem. Clean your headlights and tail
lights periodically. Once a year,
check wiper blades for streaking
and smearing. Squirt fluid on the
windshield., and run the wipers at
all speeds. If they fail to clean the
windshield., it's time to get new
blades. Also, check the windshield
washer fluid every month or so,
depending on use. And it's a good
idea to keep a few paper towels in
the 'car to clean the blade if
necessary.

If it starts to rain while you're
driving, tum on lights, wipers, de
froster and fan. Slow down and
pay extra attention to other drivers.
Know your wiper'control by touch
so you can quickly tum to "high" if
you are splashed by apassing mo
torist. Avoid hunching forward to
see better. It will only concentrate
your focus at the end of your car's
hood. You'll see more-both
ahead and to the side-if you sit in
a normal position.

Watch out for pedestrians. They
are hard to see in the rain, and
they're also less likely to see your
car when they're huddled under
umbrellas and dodging puddles.

Keep in mind that not only do
you have difficulty seeing other
drivers in rain, but they have diffi
culty seeing you. That's why you.
need to establish an extra buffer
zone between your car and other
vehicles. Slow down to at least ten
miles below the speed limit, and
allow yourself extra following
distance.

A good way to judge the proper
distance between your car and the
one ahead is the four-second rule.
When the vehicle ahead passes a
stationary object, like a telephone
pole or traffIc line, begin counting
to yourself, "One thousand-one,
one thousand-two," up to four
thousand. If your car passes the
stationary object before you finish
counting, you are following too
closely.

OSkids
Losing control of your car is ~

frightening thing. Unfortunately, It
can easily happen in a rainsto~
unless you take preventive
measures.

Be aware that light showers and
the early minutes of heavier rains
can cause more skids than major
storms. This is because the oil and
grease thataccumulate on the road
mix with rainwater to make roads
especially slippery. If it is only
raining lightly, it can take as long
as two or three hours before the oil
and grease are washed away.

In all sorts of rain, you can pre
vent skids by driving slowly and
carefully, especially on curves.
Steer and brake with a light touch.
When you need to, stop or slow,
don't lock the wheels and risk a
skid., but maintain mild pressure on
the brake pedal. If your car has
drum brakes, proceed cautiously
through deep puddles to avoid sa
turating the brake linings.
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had been found in the wash and
needed to be towed from the a'rea,
Mugavero said.

When a family friend went to
pick up the truck, he spotted a body
along the embankment and called
police back to the scene.

An autopsy performed Monday c

determ ined the cause ofdeath to be ~

drowning. ~
Mugavero said Woodruff. prob- -,

ably did not realize that heavy !
rains in the area had fIlled the over- ~

now wash when he took his truck I _, _, -", ' ,."'"">.:.;'<":-....~::if!iPii8kl"- "",,-.'.....~~~-_~.;=Jt~ ~

four-wheeling on Friday. ~ ....~:~;-i~tWje: -~_...-- -. :::;:; - ,', 1m: '::;5UI"~
Woodruff's death was apparent- ~ -. iD;--- ~

ly accidental, Mugavero said. f __ "'.:.:::::....\. .=''::r::----= --:-,:--~ _
The driver of this truck, a Glendale man, apparently drowned after getting stuck in this flooded wash.•:

~
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in flooded wash
A Glendale man drowned Fri

day when he apparently drove his
four-wheel-drive truck into a
flooded wash.

The body of James Eugene
Woodruff, 28, of 7035 W. Carol
Ann Way, was found Sunday by
police on the bank of a wash in the
16800 block of N. 75th Ave, ap
proximately a quarter-mile from
his partially submerged Toyota

I
pickup truck.

Peoria Police Department.
spokesperson Marge Mugavero
said Woodruff was reported miss-
ing on Friday. On Sunday, Glen
dale police discovered the truck in
the wash. They called Woodruff's
mother to inform her that his truck
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water from CAP
estimated the total cost of con
struction of the half-mile intercon
nection to be around $9 million.

The facility is scheduled to be
gin operating April 1, 1990.

The intergovernmental agree
ment will not mean more water for
Glendale, but it will save the city
the cost of building its own backup
distribution system from the Pyra
mid Peak plant to the Cholla Water
Treatment Plant in the SRP
system.

Glendale receives 10 million
gallons a day of CAP water
through its Pyramid Peak facility.

Iwanski said the agreement will
also allow Glendale to "wheel"
water for other communities-

1
~

~

~

~
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provides water from the Colorado
River to the Valley via a 330-mile
long waterway.

treat CAP allocations for other ci
ties at its Cholla plant.

The Central Arizona Project

e

•reCeIVePeoria to
cy shutdown at its Pyramid Peak
water treatment facility, according
to water resources director David
Iwanski.

"This gives us another way to
receive our CAP water by connect
ing with SRP at Granite Reef and
then subsequently through the Ar
izona Canal," Iwanski said.

Under the intergovernmental
agreement approved by the Glen
dale City Council July 31, Glen
dale will own 34 cubic feet per sec
ond of water capacity,
approximately four percent of the
total output of the facility.

The other parties to the agree
ment are Peoria, Chandler, Mesa,
Gilbert, Tempe, Phoenix, Scotts
dale and Salt River Project.

Glendale will pay $235,000
toward the cost of construction of
the plant. Dave Heinert, SRP se
nior engineer for water planning,

e

By Brian Alcorn
Westsider staff writer

All the contracts have been
signed and construction has begun
on an interconnection facility that
will allow eight Valley communi
ties, including Glendale and Peori
a, to receive Central Arizona Pro
ject water through the Salt River
Project system.

The facility, located near Gra
nite Reef Dam 15 miles northeast
of Scottsdale, will provide Glen
dale with a backup system that will
allow CAP allocations to reach the
community in case of an emergen-

Glendale,
Cities will help
pay for cost
of interconnect
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of new contaminants as the EPA continues
to update its information," Pontius said.

Kaylor said it's entirely possible Glen
dale could sec higher water bills in the future
if the EPA continues to mandate costly test
ing procedures, which can require equip
ment costing up to $150,000, and more com
plex purifying procedures.

"But I think., more important, people need
to be aware that when you're paying 85
cents perone-thousand gallons ofwater, and
somebody decides •well, I'd rather use an al
ternate supply,' I don't know anyplace
where you can get a thousand gallons of any
thing for 85 cents," the utilities director said.

"We've already monitored for them,"
Kaylor said, "and those monitoring exer
cises indicate that there haven't been any or
ganics found in our water."

He said the city, through the use of re
served funds, will eat the cost of the addi
tional monitoring.

The 38 contaminants are the latest of sev
eral "packages" to be proposed by the EPA
as part of the 1986 Clean Water
Amendment.

Further restrictions on new and existing
drinking water contaminants are expected to
continue until 1991, according to Fred Pon
tius, the regulatory engineer for the Ameri
can Water Works Association.

"We'll probably see more, stricter regula
tions on existing contaminants and additions

some additional lab costs."
The new regulations, proposed by the

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
May 22, will require water providers nation
wide to test for 38 volatile organic contami
nates (VOCs) in their drinking water.

VOCs have been attributed to a variety of
serious health problems. Most have been
linked to liver and kidney problems, while
others, such as asbestos, have been linked to
benign tumors.

But Kaylor has assured Glendale resi
dents.that the city's water is in compliance
with all of the EPA's newly proposed
standards.

He said Glendale was routinely screening
for the contaminants long before the new
EPA regulations.

By Jeff Nelson
Westsider staff writer

Though Glendale water officials are ex
pecting an increase in operating costs due to
stricter water regulations, they claim added
expenses won't spill over on residents ...this
time.

"It's some additional cost as far as analyt
ical results are concerned," said Jim Kaylor,
director of utilities for Glendale, "but it
won't impact the water bill. We'll just have

~ew water regulations won't cost users
EPA crackdown
was foreseen by
Glendale
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Water from page 1
If the proposal is made law in

1990 as expected, the city will be
required to report the results of its
tests for the contaminants to the
EPA. Currently the test results are
kept "internally," according to
Kaylor.

"What the it means is that, legal
ly, everybody now has to monitor
for these new volatile organic con
taminants (VOCs)," Kaylor said.
"I think most big water systems
have already begun that process of
monitoring for all those
contaminants."

Kaylor said Glendale does most
of the water testing at its own lab,
though some annual and bi-annual
tests are sent out to private labs.

Pontius said of the 38 contamin
ants affected by the EPA proposal,
27 were previously unregulated.
Limit levels on the contaminants
were set by the individual water
companies.

When the proposal is approved,
the EPA will set a nationwide stan
dard for each contaminant.

Of the remaining 11 contamin
ants that are currently regulated by
the EPA, five will receive more le
nient restrictions, four will receive
stricter regulation, and two will re
main the same.

Kaylor said the contaminants
that the EPA is proposing to loosen
restrictions on will not impact
Glendale's water quality at all.

"It may impact some communi
ties up in the mountains who are
using stream water that is very
clear without filtration and are just

e

chlorinating it...that's what the
regulation is geared toward."

Kaylor said most of the conta
minants being added to the EPA's
list are common in heavily indust
rialized cities located in the East
ern part of the country.

"There's no General Motors
Plant on the Arizona Canal, so we
have a pretty good water supply
here."

The new regulations stemmed
from the 1974 Safe Drinking Wa
ter Act which gave the EPA the au
thority to regulate water contamin-

ants in the nation's drinking water.
Congress amended the act 12

years later, imposing new regula
tions on violatile organic conta
minants, creating the 1986 Clean
Water Amendment.

"It began in 1974 with some
general contaminant surveys, and
in 1986 they became more specif
ic," Kaylor said.

He said each year the EPA be
comes more and more specific
with the types of pollutants it's
looking for.

Pontius agreed, adding, "There

e

is more 'health effects' informa
tion available now than what there
was then.

"It's important for people to
know that the water that comes
from the tap has been tested and re
tested many times and that the wa
ter supply can be judged as well-

guarded based upon the state and
federal requirements," Kaylor
said.

An EPA public comment period
is in effect until Aug. 21 to hear
concerns from citizens about the
new drinking water contamination
regulations.

e
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ainbow residents want to dump dump

Shouts, signs and an arranged demonstration greeted American Continental rep
resentatives in liberty last week.

Please see Dumplpage 2

"We're totally committed to Site G," Voigt
added.

The executive said "increased EPA (the
federal Environmental Protection Agency)
guidelines" and reduced landfill funding
have kept government agencies from build
ing "state-of-the-art" landfills, such the one
his employer plans.
. .

You just want to undercut Site G by win-
ning Phoenix refuse due to a closer location,
thus making huge profits, one man re
sponded. Will you provide insurance for any
loss of property values and health problems
resulting from water-table contamination?
another resident asked. (Voigt said he was
getting an opinion on that from American
Continental's legal division.)

"We live with the risk of (your) contami
nating our groundwater," dairyman Tom
DeJonge told Voigt. ''There is a lot ofmoney
to be made in garbage."

The southwest Valley's largest landfill,
locatedat 27th Avenue an<i capable ofhand
ling a 2,200-ton capacity, will reach capaci
ty within the next two years, the corporate
representatives said. Plans call for the con
struction ofan I8-hole golfcourse above the
landfill as "end land use," American Conti
nental's proposal states.

Whether hazardous wastes could be kept
out of the landfIll was also discussed. Wru
blick disputed Voigt's vow that no "liquid

Charles Keating Jr., Estrella's controver
sial developer, wouldn't do anything to
damage the area's environment, Voigt
sought to assure the often unruly crowd.
"We're the single largest property owner" in
the area, he said.

Richard Wrublick, an area resident who
sat on a county landf~l committee, disputed
Voigt's contention that only American Con
tinental would be responsible for damage
suits filed against the landfIll. Recent case
law could find Goodyear, within whose bor
ders the landfill barely falls, "jointly" re
sponsible, Wrublick warned.

American Continental's representatives
said their privately-owned landfill did not
seek to displace "Site G," the regional one
being planned by Maricopa County on land·
near Buckeye Road and State Hwy. 85.

could be hazardous to the area's water supp
ly and it is likely to depress local property
values, they claimed.

Named the "Southwest Valley Landfill"
by American Continental, the privately
owned, regional landfill will be built due
south of the intersection of Elliot and Rain
bow Valley roads, southwest of the
20,OOO-acre planned Estrella community,
pending the approval of the city of Goo
dyear. Planned for "undeveloped native de
sert" just inside ofGoodyear city limits, 331
acres of its 700 acres are planned as a buffer
zone.

Voigt's persistence paid off in the rocky
meeting lasting two hours Sept. 29 at the
Liberty School. It didn't seem to payoff,
however, in changing the minds of any of
the 85 or so Rainbow Valley residents, many
of whom shouted "dump the dump" at tense
intervals.

Residents attending voiced two main ob
jections to the proposed 700-acre landfill: It

y Michael Higgins

American Continental executive Mark
Voigt isn't a thin-skinned individual. If he
were, last week's meeting during which
American Continental representatives tried
to explain why they want to build a "state
of-the-art, fully-lined landfIll" in Rainbow
Valley wouldn't have lasted ten minutes.

:)rw£
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Dump from page 1 -
hazardous waste," bulk pesticide
waste or sewage from wastewater
plants would be accepted.

The state's Department of En
vironmental Quality is expected to
receive American Continental's
plans by late October, although
Voigt did not return Westsider
calls concerning the matter. Prop
osed zoning changes and a related
application for a special-use per
mit for the landfill is expected to
reach Goodyear's Planning and
Zoning Department on Wednes
day evening, October 19.

Paul Walker, the city's p&z di
rector, refused to comment on the
controversial American Continen
tal request The city's mayor,
Chauncey Coor, was a little less
circumspect when contacted last
Friday.

"It's nota cut deal," he said, be-
fore cautioning that the county's
planned regional landfill in Buck
eye won't be built right away.
'''They're looking a lot of years
down the road," the mayor said.



The Ar\ 'Zon4. Ktf",hl,'c...
lJJ[ sT ~ Sec..+, a1\ '). N

!??trnt:!().'j,od. \1,\<t88

Goodyear
may stall
landfill
Developer seeks
delay of review
By Joyce Valdez
The Arizona Republic

The Goodyear Planning and Zon
ing Commission is expected to table
its review of a request by American
Continental Corp. to bu'ild a private
landfill near Rainbow Valley.

American Continental asked for an
indefinite continuation of the review
in order to have more time to meet
with residents who oppose the plan.

The commission likely will grant
the continuation Oct. 19.

"Neighbors and neighborhoods
have raised some questions we feel
need to be addressed before the
Planning and Zoning Commission
addresses them," said Mark Voigt,
president of American Continental's
land-development subsidiary.

"I think we want to spend a little
more time with the neighbors and
address some of their concerns."

The proposal has angered residents
of Rainbow Valley, which is 12 miles
south of Interstate 10 off Jackrabbit
Trail and eight miles east of Buckeye.

About 50 residents attended a
public meeting Sept. 29 at Buckeye'S
Liberty School to protest the plan.

The landfill proposal calls for a
700-acre site, 369'acres for the dump
and the remaining area for a buffer
zone. Voigt said the buffer zone would
include commercial development and
recreational and open space.

The landfill would serve American
Continental's Estrella development, a
20,000-acre community near Good
year. It would be in Goodyear, south
of the Gila River and just west of the

I--_-E-st-re-lla deve-.:.:lo;:=m~eO'-'nc::t.__~

Residents fear water contamination
from the landfill, which would be
lined with a plastic liner.

Voigt has said the .Iandfill is
intended as an interim dump ...and
would 110t replace Maricopa Cop'qty's~.
regiql1al landfill, known as ·Site"'G.- .
which is east of Highway 8S and
about eight miles south of Buckeye.
Buckeye wants to operate the Site G
dump because it. could generate
revenue, Town Manager Fred Carpen
ter has said. .'

Rainbow Valley residents question
whether the private dump would be
temporary, claiming that American
Continental wants to get into the
landfill business because it could be
profi table.

"!t's strictly a monetary issue,'
said 1.1. Allan, a leader of the
opposition.

"The only reason for the landfill is
economics."

She maintains that the company
could make millions from the landfill.

"Getting a continuance is a stan
dard procedure from prospective land
fill operators," she added.

Rainbow Valley residents are circu·
lating petitions in an attempt to derail
the dump.

The promise of a plastic liner has
not allayed residents' fears, wit.h one
resident describing it as nothing but a
layer of "garbage bags."

Bill Fry, a resident who says he has
"gone back to school, in a sense" to
study the issue, said, "If they go down
30 feet with their fill, they'll be 20 feet
from ground water."

Fry believes American Continental
should ofTer its "resources and exper
tise" to the county.to develop Site G.
. "If ' they did that, we'd have

absolutely no disagreement with
them,". be said.

Voigt hopes additional meetings
with' Rainbow Valley residents will
ease their concerns.'

:"Any time you can get a chance to
communicate ... that is more 1;lenefi
cial to the! :cause you're trying to
promoted, but the ultimate decision is
up to the Planning and Zoning
Commission and the city of Good
year."
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AmCor
asks delay
on landfill
By Michael Higgins

American Continental will be ask
ing the Goodyear Planning and Zon
ing Commission tonight for a
continuance delaying the hearing on
their controversial 7<X>-acre landfill
near Rainbow Valley, the Westsider
has learned.

Some Rainbow Valley residents,
among a group who have strenuously
opposed the landfill at two meetings
organized by American Continental,
received calls from the developer's
landfill-project manager last week
advising them of the delay.

The commission was scheduled to
hear requests for a zoning change and
a use permit at their regular meeting
tonight. American Continental,
whose Estrella planned community
could bring as many as 200,000 new
residents to southwest Goodyear on
20,000acres, has pledged a "state-of
the-an" landfill that wouldn't accept
hazardous waste.

The landfill is scheduled for land
owned by American Continental
south of the intersection ofElliot and
Rainbow Valley roads.

Speaking for the multi-faceted
corporation, the owner of a
California savings and loan bank and
a pair of large Phoenix hotels, among
other things, spokeswoman Patricia
Johnson said the request for a delay
followed a lot of "public input"

"When we come in front of the
commission, we would like to be ful
ly prepared," Johnson said She was
not certain whether landfill applica
tions for the state's Department of
Environmental Quality would be de
layed also.



Airport noise still problem,
but landfill plans withdrawn

The citizenry of Goodyear will get a
chance Thursday night to discuss noise con
cerns they might have related to the
Phoenix-Goodyear Municipal Airport, but a
planning and zoning hearing regarding
American Continental's proposed landfill
near Rainbow Valley was cancelled late last
week by the developer.

American Continental's proposed
700-acre landnIl, to be located south of the
intersection of Elliot and Rainbow Valley
roads, has been controversial from the out-

Goodyear from page 1-

A large contingent of citizens
opposed to the landfill were ex
pected at tonight's Goodyear Plan
ning and Zoning Commission
hearing, at which the once
postponed landfill request was
scheduled to be heard. On Friday,
however, American Continental
infonned the commission that they
were pulling their request from the
agenda.

Calls to American Continental
were not returned on Monday.
When asked what the corpora
tion's options were, in the event
the developer of the Estrella
planned community still wanted
the landfill, Paul Walker, the city's
P&Z director, responded: 'They'd
have to make a new application.
They'd have to start allover
again."

set. At two public meetings, a large number
of Rainbow Valley residents protested that
they didn't want the privately-owned, reg
ional landfill built anywhere near their
homes.

American Continental needed the ap
proval of the Goodyear Planning and Zon
ing Commission for a zoning change and a
use permit, since the proposed site was lo
cated just inside Goodyear's western border.

Please see Goodyear/page 2

Lufthansa, the West Gennan
airline that has long sent pilots to
be trained at the Westside airport,
has announced plans to invest up to
$15 million in new facilities at the
site. The airline intends to train
320 pilots a year in Goodyear,
twice as many as it currently does.

Homeowners located east of
Litchfield Road have long com
plained about low-flying training
routes and the noise pollution they
allegedly cause. Petitions were
gathered earlier this year protest
ing the problem.

Representatives of Lufthansa,
the Phoenix Aviation Board and
the airport will discuss the matter
at a special infonnational meeting
scheduled Thursday evening by
the City ofGoodyear. The meeting
will be held at Agua Fria Union
High School's auditorium, 530 E.
Riley Drive in Avondale. The
meeting will start at 6:30 p.m.

According to Goodyear City
Manager Ernie Kleinschmidt, the
meeting will allow residents "to
ask questions and get some
answers."

- Michael Higgins



Johnson said there were a "variety
of reasons" for the about-face. She
termed the landfill proposal "a very
complex situation."

Community opposition was one
reason for the dropped plans, she ad
mitted, also stating that the proposal
could be resurrected in the future.

"We love that project and want it
to be successfuL" she said, referring
to Estrella. "Wecertainly didn't want
to make enemies out there."

Goodyear Planning and Zoning
Director Paul Walker refused to
comment on AmCor's decision. The
commission - and later on, the city
council - would have been faced
with organized opposition to the plan
favored by its major business partner,
not an enviable situation.

Rainbow Valley residents, who
had held weekend protests against
the proposal, carrying signs such as
"Don't Dump in Our Water," were
relieved at the turn of events.

''Naturally, I'm excited about it,"
Samuel Cambron of South 195th
Avenue, said. The owner of 80 acres
overlooking the proposed landfill
site, cambron added: "We're not go
ing to sit back and forget about it, but
we'll keep our eyes and ears open."

Maricopa County plans to open a
landfill, the Southwest Regional
landfilL south of Buckeye.

-~-

The Goodyear Planning and Zon
ing Commission received a short
communication dated Nov. 10 from
American Continental's (AmCor)
Executive Vice President Mark
Voigt saying the corporation would
not be able to make its pitch for a
special-use permit and a zoning
change at the regularly-scheduled
commission meeting on Nov. 16.
Voigt gave no reason for the change
in policy.

AmCor had filed preliminary pap
ers with the state regarding a prop
osed 7<X}-acre landfill to be located
10 miles south of Interstate 10, just
east of an unincorporated rural resi
dential area called Rainbow Valley.
1be corporation, controversial due to
the business and political moves
made by founder and Chairman
Charles Keating Jr., held two public
meetings in Liberty during which its
plans were roundly denounced by
neighborhood residents.

"An immediate, as well as future
need, for additional environmentally
sound waste disposal capacity" was
given as the reason for the landfill in
an executive summary released ear
lier by the corporation. Plans for
Estrella estimate 200,000 future resi
dents for the 20,000-acre planned
community, located in southwest
Goodyear.

Continental spokeswoman
puts landfill 'on back burner'
By Michael Higgins

A spokeswoman for American
Continental did not give a detailed
explanation as to why the developer
of the Estrella planned community
pulled back a proposal to build a
privately-owned regional landfill
near Rainbow Valley, but did con
cede overwhelming opposition to the
landfill by area residents contributed
to the decision.

"It's been put on the back burner,"
Patricia Johnson, American Conti
nental's director of public relations,
said. "We have no plans at this time
to pursue it"
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Buckeye landfill on hold
when presented at the Jan. 19
meeting.

"We'll go with whichever looks
best," he said.

Operation of the landfill could
generate several hundred thousand
dollars per year, so it is no wonder
Buckeye is interested in obtaining
the contracL

sion regarding the Buckeye/Laidlaw
agreement has been delayed because
no one really had a choice to look it
over and make an informed
decision."

Collins said the steering commit
tee will proceed with the city/county
arrangement unless the Buckeye/
Laidlaw plana~more attractive

~-------------

By Linda Hilton
Twenty four hours after" approv

ing an agreement with Laidlaw
Waste Systems, the town of Buck
eye presented its proposal to the
Southwest Regional Landfill Steer
ing Committee at its meeting Nov.
22.

Two candidates standout for the
landfill's operation. A joint arrange
ment between the city of Phoenix
and Maricopa County is also being
considered along with the Buckeye!
Laidlaw proposal.

The viability of any agreement
between the town and Laidlaw has
been predicated on the use of the
landfill facility by the city of Phoe
nix.

'The other governmental groups
are going to want to make a profit,
too," he said. 'They may call it 'ex
cess revenue' or something other
than profit, but they won't operate at
a loss or even at a break-even rate.
So cost will probably not really be
the issue. Politics is likely to deter
mine the eventual outcome."

Carpenter cited another regional
waste facility operated by a West
side community.

'The Tolleson Wastewater Treat
ment Plant is regional," he pointed.
'They treat Peoria, Phoenix, Glen
dale and several other cities'
wastewater."

But Wayne Collins, county co
ordinator for the landfill project, said
that another agreement is being
formulated.

"We are proceeding with an inter
governmental agreement between
Maricopa County and the city of
Phoenix to acquire the landfill site,"
Collins told Westsider. ''The deci-



federal criteria," said Waste Man
agement spokesman Stu Baker.
Waste Management is the largest
waste disposal company in the
Valley. Baker said the site lies in
the Agua Fria floodplain.

"He put that there illegally,"
Baker laughed when first in
formed of the suit by Westsider
last week, "and now he's suing El
Mirage to fix it! That's hilarious!"

Waste Management had looked
at the proposed BFI site, but
passed. The land for the proposed
BFI site, named the Cholla Sanit
ary Landfill, was annexed by EI
Mirage in 1987.

A former employee of the state
Department of Environmental
Quality (DEQ), Baker was
shocked by the irony of the situa
tion. Baker said DEQ's Barry Ab
bot estimates the retrofit of the
Boyce landfIll in El Mirage will
cost $3 million.

The Boyces are suing the City
of EI Mirage for $7 million.

City Manager Scott Lind said
that the annual municipal operat
ing budget for EI Mirage is only
$2 million and said the prospect of
losing a $7-million suit is
"terrifying."

"Without going into all the de
tails, basically they agreed Feb. 9
to drop their suit against the city,
provided Browning-Ferris Indus
tries (BPI) was able to...operate a
landfill at the southeast comer of
El Mirage and Olive avenues,"
said EI Mirage Manager Scott
Lind.

Lind noted that BFI has many
state and county permits to request
before getting clearance to open a
landfill at the 320-acre site, 196
acres of which is considered use
able. The parcel extends along the
western bank of the Agua Fria
along the east side of EI Mirage
Avenue from Olive Avenue to
Northern Avenue.

I '

Dump plans
'threaten'
groundwater
By Bob Allen

About 150 Youngtown residents
appeared at the EI Mirage Planning and
Zoning meeting with concerns about a
proposed 320-acre EI Mirage landfill. And
a Litchfield Park city councilman worries
that the dump will contaminate his city's
water supply.

"The groundwater from that area flows
straight toward here," a concerned Ron
Wheat announced at a special Litchfield
Park City Council meeting Feb. 16.

Dist. 4 County Supervisor Carole Car
penter said the site raises fundamental
issues regarding the siting of landfills.

Please see Dump/page 12

Dump from page 1
According to the city manager

of El Mirage, the siting of the
proposed landfill is part of a deal
EI Mirage struck with landfill
owners Ken and Alice Boyce of
Refuse Research Corp. of Phoe
nix. The Boyces operate a landfill
along Grand Avenue in the Agua
Fria river bed. The city has been
trying to close it for years. The
Boyces reacted by suing the city
for damaging their business.

The present Boyce landfill is at
least eight stories tall and grow
ing. It mars the view from Young
town's scenic Lake Park. Off the
record, area officials jokingly dub
the landfill, "Mount EI Mirage."

The state attorney general is su
ing Boyce to close the site, and a

trial date has been set for June.
"It's an open dump under the

------------~--'---T e site is presently occupied
by Union Rock and Gravel
Company..

The proposal first came to light
last Wednesday night before the
City of El Mirage Planning and
Zoning Board where the 150
Youngtown residents appeared.
The zoning group decided to table
the issue, but may address it in a
special meeting this week.

"We've spent about $60,000
fighting this case," he added, a
heavy financial burden for the
small city. If the BFI plan falls
apart, El Mirage will be back in
court with the Boyces.

"Probably the worst side-effect
if he were to win is that another
landfIll could be sited immediate
ly to the south of the existing one
and could be operated by him,"
the El Mirage manager warns. El
Mirage opposed the second (prop
osed) Boyce landfill.

Lind blames the suit on former
El Mirage City Manager Gil 01
gun. He said that EI Mirage has
been trying, unsuccessfully, to
shut down the landfill along
Grand Avenue for 15 years. Olgun
signed an agreement with Boyce
saying that El Mirage would find a
new location for Boyce's landfill
operation - in exchange with the
present landfill closing. But El
Mirage was never able to find
another site.

Supervisor Carpenter is unhap
py that the city did not alert the
county to its landfill deal with
Boyce and BFI.

"We would prefer to not have
been in this position," she
objected.

Sources say that the slate would
be able to shut Boyce down if he
stops accepting refuse - so the
eight-story "Mount" continues to
grow.
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Hassayampa Landfill
ENVIRONMENT
State being sued over

Westsider
March 8, 1989

Page 17

By Bob Allen
The leader of the Hassayampa

Steering Committee says the state
"entrapped" legal users of a 77-acre,
hazardous-waste disposal site near
Hassayampa.

"Ifentrapment was a legal defense
for a civil case, this is the case," said
James G. Derouin, a lawyer who rep
resents Honeywell Bull, Inc.

Derouin is the leader of the group
trying to clean up the Iand.fill. The
county<ontrolled site on Bureau of
Land Management land, which was
used as an emergency hazardous

waste dump site between April 1979
and October 1980, is nine miles west
of Buckeye. Honeywell Bull
dumped the largest amount (23 per
cent) of hazardous wastes ~t the site.

"Cleanup will cost at least $5 mil
lion and maybe $12 million," De
rouin estimated.

Honeywell Bull does not want to
bear that fInancial burden alone.

According to a 1983 memo pr0
duced inside the state Department of
Environmental Health Services, a
monitoring well near the Iand.fill has
detected "leachate migration" from

fIve hazardous waste pits.
'The results of water samples col

lected and analyzed by ADHS (Ar
izona Depar1Jl1ent of Health Ser
vices) in May and Septemberof 1982
indicated organic (ICE, OCE) and
inorganic (manganese) contaminants
in monitoring well #1," wrote Char
les D. Anders, assistant director for
Environmental Health Service to
ADHS Director Donald Mathis.

During those 18 months, the Has
sayampa site received three million
gallons of liquid hazardous waste
and 4,000 tons of solid hazardous
waste, including oil, solvents, c0rro

sives, acid, acid sludges, alkaline
sludges, liquid pesticides and drums
of solid wastes. No radioactive waste
was permitted at the site, according to
Derouin.

The soil conditions are described
as "permeable." Anders' memo ex
pressed that local groundwater flow
is directed south, southwest and with-

in one mile of several irrigation and
domestic wells lying in that direction.

The site was added to the federal
"Superfund" list in July, 1987.

According to Derouin, the condi
tiOns at Hassayampa made the site
unusable.

''OHS has reports and knowledge
that low groundwater depth and hy
drological conditions at the site made
it unusable for storing hazardous
wastes," he said

But DHS feared the dangers of
"midnightdumping" more than it did
improper dumping at Hassayampa.
DHS decided to catalog the users,
and then sue them, Derouin said.

"They were saying, in effect.,
'Here, kitty, kitty,' to users," Derouin
said.

The Hassayampa Steering Com
mittee insists that the state publicized
the hazardous waste site, specifically
designated the pits at the site and ap
proved each of the 1,441 hazardous
waste shipments.

About two years ago, the state pu
blicized the catalog list of hazardous
waste disposers at the site as a major
sting operation.

This January, Honeywell and a
committee ofmany of the smaller us
ers responded with a suit against the
state and a suit against 51 companies
which did not get involved with the
Hassayampa Steering Committee,
the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency-required cleanup effort
which presently includes 67 users, in
cluding the U.S. Air Force.

The Jan. 30 suit names Liquid Air

Corp., Wayne Oxygen Co. Inc. and
Union Carbide Cotp., the second,
third and fourth largest users accord
ing to Derouin. He said those three
companies generated almost half of
the waste which went to the site.

On March 27, the group will move
for a case management order.

'''That would simplify the case to
allow the judge to get to the main de
fendants," he added, noting that two
transporters, Dave Fellers Dump
Truck Service Inc., and Chemical
Waste Management Co., are also
named in the suit Eight parties are
the main targets of the suit

The agreement with the Environ
mental Protection Agency basically
asks all parties to pay their "fair share
of the cleanup," Derouin says.

Before cleanup, a two- or three
year study must be undertaken to ex
amine the extentofgroundwater con
tamination. He fully expects the
Hassayampa Steering Committee to
undertake the $5-12 million "reme
dial action."
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Landfill ssue moves to council
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SANITARY
LANDFILL _

. CHOLLA

The City ofEl Mirage Planning and Zoning
Board has recommended that the city council
approve a new 320-acre Jandfi1l prqx>sed for
the northeast comer of EI Mirage Road and
Northern Avenue.

A public hearing on the issue will be held on
March 21, at 7 p.m., at the Dysart High School
multi-purpose room, 11405 N. Dysart Road

Litchfield ParkCityCouncilmanRon Wheat
warns that improper soil conditions at the site
could result in groundwatf7problems for Litch
field Park. Dist 4 County Supervisor Carole
Carpenter said the site raises fundamental
issues regarding !he siting of landfills.

"I'm very discowaged about it," Carpenter
told Westsider.

A Northwest Regional Landfill citizen's
committee spentfour years and about 30public
meetings selecting a regional landfill site near
Wittman last year. Carpenter said the citizens
group turned down a sitenear this prqx>sed site
in El Mirage because geological fissures and
subsidence risk groundwater contamination.

"It flies in the face of regional policy," she
said, "thwarting the will of the citizens."

But an official for another Jandfi1l company
says Carpenter is just afraid that the new land
fill will cut down the county's business at the
new Northwest Regional Landfill on Happy
Valley Road

John Huber, operations manager ofLaidlaw
Waste Systems Inc.. called Westsider after
reading last week's article on the proposed El
Mirage Jandfi1l to say that Carpenter's com
ments are motivated by Maricopa County's
self-interest He further contends that the coun
ty is losing money at the Northwest site.

"Ask them if they're losing money 
they're losing $40,000 a month," he said
"They're so irresponsible."

Browning-Ferris Industries (BFl), the appl
icant for the special-use pennit, says the pr0p

osed ''Cholla Sanitary Landfill" would have a
2O-year working lifetime.

BPI insists that the site is outside the
l00-year floodplain of the Agua Fria Riverand
is in an area ofsignificant noise associated with
jet-flight traffic from Luke Air Force Base. The
second-largest landfill operator in the Valley,
BPI insists that the site meets state and federal
environmental standanJs.

The site is now used by Union Rock and Ma
terials Corp. as a gravel pit

The city ofEl Mirage wants BPI to get clear
ance, because Refuse Research Inc., the opera
ta" of another landfill in the city along Grand
Avenue and in the Agua Fria floodplain, has
agreed to close its operation should BPI
succeed

"If the necessary pennits are granted by the
city and state agencies, Refuse Research will
close the existing landfill and will not attempt
toexpand the existing landfill," BPIspokesman
Bill Meek said.
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Tank farms claim no pollution responsibility
By Michael Higgins

A spokesman for Lhe Southern
Pacific Pipe Lines Partnership and
other operators of Lhe West Van
Buren Tank Farm has said in a
press release that Tank Farm
owner-operators have proved
Lhemselves not to be potentially re
sponsible parties (PLPs) in the
state and federal cleanups of west
Phoenix groundwater pollution.

A Tank Farm-funded study util
izing 51 monitor wells and 61 soil
borings was cited by Southern Pa
cific's Tom Jensen as evidence
Lhat Lhe petroleum-storage area did
not produce the "chlorinated in
dustrial solvents" plaguing the
area.

The study revealed areas of
heavy eLhyl-benzene, toluene, total
petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH)
and benzene pollution in Lhe Tank
Farm soil and groundwater,
however.

Sources at the Arizona Depart
ment of Environmental Quality
were appreciative of the Tank

Farm's effort, saying it was a good
prelude to a possible consent
agreement. An environmentalist
frequently critical of DEQ anti
pollution efforts warned that the
study could end up being taken at
"face value" by the state agency.

Childhood leukemia rates were
found to be significantly higher in
Lhe "West Central" Phoenix area
containing Maryvale between
1970 and 1986. A mortality study
proving that such a "cancer clus
ter" exists helped spur Lhe use of
federal (EPA) and state (DEQ)
"Superfund" monies for cleanup.

On-site petroleum distribution
began at tl1e loo-acre Van Buren
Tank Farm in 1959. Bordered by
Van Buren and Madison streets
and stretching from 51st to 55th
avenues, the farm provides for the
storage of bulk petroleum and
houses distribution terminals for
motor and aviation fuels. Owner
operaLOrs include ARCO, Chev
ron, Salt River Project, Shell and
Texaco, among others.

I

The Tank Farm's study was
done by ENSR Consulting and En
gineeringofIrvine, Calif., and was
given to DEQ last Deeember. The
direction of plumes located led to
ENSR's conclusion that the
highly-volatile organic com
pounds appearing in the area's
groundwater pollution did not or
iginate at Lhe Tank Farm.

According to the Southern Pa
cific press release, past fuel leaks
at the Tank Farm led to contami
nated groundwater. Arizona's re
commended action levels of
xylene are 44,000 ppm (parts per
million), for example, but readings
at the Shell area ran 14 times as
high.

TPH levels exceed state ground
water standards at 1,000 ppm.
SouLhern Pacific had 360,000 ppm
readings for total petroleum hydro
carbons, ENSR tables revealed.
Benzene in the groundwater ar
ound the Chevron section were
found to be 144 times above Lhe
Arizona limits.

The companies are recovering
some "free products" already,
DEQ Assistant Director Norm
Weiss reports. As far as the South
ern Pacific claim that Lhe Tank
Farm is not to blame for West

Phoenix-area groundwater pollu
tion, Weiss said his department
was neither agreeing nor disagree
ing with their conclusions.

Sandra Eberhardt, DEQ's man
ager of its state water-cleanup
"Superfund", says she "basically"
agrees wiLh the Tank Farm conclu
sions. She also applauded the own
ers for commencing with Lheir own
cleanup before being forced to do
it. "You can't clean up one conta
mination source wiLhout cleaning
up another," she said.

AlLhough Weiss said depart
ment hydrologists were going to
review Lhe Tank Farm study, a

spokeswoman for the Toxic Waste
Investigative Group said she
feared the in-house work would be
accepted at "face value."

Pamela Swift asked why DEQ
wasn't conducting Lheir own tests
on the Tank Farm.

Previous studies contracted for
by DEQ list 23 possible groundwa
ter polluters in Lhe "West Van Bu
ren" and "West Central Phoenix"
areas, including Arizona Public
Service and Lhe City of Phoenix.
Six of the polluters occupied the
same site, 3536 W. Osborn Road.
The Tank Farm owner-operators I
have not been listed.
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the landfill and charges only
$10.50 per ton to dumpers. It is the
first large landfill opened by the
county. He says that volume has
been increasing at the site.

A landfill industry official has
charged that Maricopa County is
fighting the proposed BFI landfill
to protect its investment in the
Northwest Regional Landfill.

But even if EI Mirage okayed
the BFI proposal last night, BFI's
site faces the long process of get
ting state and federal environmen
tal approval.

borders on the site. The large de
posit is rising while the loose soil
around it sinks.

According to Vomero, this
could endanger the plastic liner
which prevents leachate from
draining into the groundwater.
She quoted a study done by Em
Con Associates of Calif.

Deputy County Engineer Way
ne Collins said that the county is
losing money at the recently
opened Northwest Regional Land
fill. Maricopa County pays a con
tractor $40,000 per month to run

"Refuse Research Inc., BFI and
the town of EI Mirage are seeking
a quick fix to the detriment of citi
zens, the environment and the fu
ture develpment potential of the
town itself," he said.

Supervisor Carpenter spoke
against the BFI landfill, as did
Litchfield Park Councilman Ron
Wheat, Gammage and Lisa Vom
ero, a hydrologist with Anderson,
Nelson Consulting.

Vomero listed several objec
tions against the site, saying the
site is too close to the Agua Fria
River floodway and one of only
four places in the state which suf
fers from subsidence.

"Surface flow is the first dan
ger," she said, "The leachate be
comes pretty toxic and pretty po
tent stuff."

She said that flood waters
would infiltrate under BFI's prop
osed 8' deep underground wall
along the Agua Fria and come up
into the decomposing trash. Ac
cording to a chart she had pre
pared, the groundwater moves
from east to west toward Luke Air
Force Base.

The hydrologist explained the
cause of fissures in the area. A
huge underground salt deposit

site.
Boyce's company is called Re

fuse Research Inc. He operates a
controversial landfill in the Agua
Fria Riverbed south of Grand Av
enue. It is 60 feet tall and legally
an "open dump," according to
landfill officials.

The proposed 320-acre landfill
site is on the northeast comer of EI
Mirage Road and Northern Av
enue. BFI calls it, "The Cholla Sa
nitary Landfill." It is now occup
ied by Union Rock and Materials
Corp. as a gravel pit

At the news conference, attor
ney Grady Gammage, who says he
represents four landowners in the
area, said EI Mirage is caught in a
"catch-22."

By Bob Allen
Westsider staff writer

In a hastily-scheduled news
conference on Monday, Maricopa
County Supervisor Carole Car
penter (D-Dist.4) attempted to
head off the last night's EI Mirage
City Council vote on a proposed
landfill.
story March I, EI Mirage intends
to allow a proposed landfill to
open on the south side of the city,
if a landfill on the east side of the
city shuts down. The new dump is
proposed by Browning Ferris In
dustries (BFI). BFI has agreed to
pay Ken Boyce, owner of the pre
sent landfill in EI Mirage, a fin
der's fee if he closes down, should
the city okay BFI's new landfill

County, Carpenter sWipe at BFI landfill plan



EI Mirage Council approves
controversial floodway dump

The City ofEl Mirage ignored the City of
Litchfield Park's request that it delay its
hearing 30 days and approved a controver
sial 320-acre landfill proposal last Tuesday.

An audience of approximately 140 at
tended the El Mirage City Council's deliber
ations which were held at the Dysart High
School auditorium on Dysart Road.
Browning-Ferris Industries (BFl) has prop
osed that a 320-acre landfill site be located
in the southeast portion of EI Mirage. Most

of the audience had expressed opposition to
the proposed landfill.

The City of Litchfield Park had requested
that EI Mirage delay a decision on the mat
ter. Litchfield Park City Councilman Ron
Wheat expressed concern that the landfill
could cause groundwater contamination in
his city. Other critics of the site say that its
location in the Agua Fria floodway could re
sult in tainted water throughout the area.

"BFl will design a state of the art flood
protection system consistent with govern
ment regulations," said Bill Meek of Impact
Communications, a public relations flIlTl
contracted by BFl. "Permanant drainage fa
cilities will be constructed around the site to
control storm water mnofL"

Headquartered in Houston, BFl is one of
the world's largest publicly-held waste ser
vices companies. With 19,000 employees,
BFl had revenues of $2.1 billion for fiscal
1988, an increase of 25 percent from $1.7
billion in fiscal 1987.

The City of EI Mirage and Refuse Re
search, the operator of the existing El Mir
age industrial landfill, have been involved in
lengthy litigation over Refuse Research's
present landfill, which is situated in the
Agua Fria River at Grand Avenue. As partof
a settlement agreement, Refuse Research
will close the existing landfill and will not
attempt any expansion if the necessary per
mits are granted by city and state agencies to
the proposed BFl landfill.

The county strongly opposes the BFl site.
A lawyer for four nearby property owners
and two county officials held a press confer
ence last week to voice their objections to
the site. They speculated that, "The City (of
El Mirage) is being held hostage by the law
suit brought by Refuse Research, Inc."
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Research Inc., is asking for $3 mil- said. "They've gone the way of the the Westside," said Dist. 4 County
lion in damages from the city for Model T." Supervisor Carole Carpenter.
attempting to close his operation He said he intends to leave the "Does EI Mirage want to become a
and breaching an agreement to landfill business when Refuse Re- dumping ground?"
help him relocate his business. search closes down. Carpenter said. that BFI is siting

On Monday, Boyce told West- "That would please me," says EI the new landfill on the Westside to
sider that he opened the site on Mirage City Manager Scott Lind. accept garbage from the other side
Grand Avenue in 1973. Boyce said Lind seemed relieved that the city of the Valley. Carpenter says the
that the Grand Avenue site stopped council had taken action on the Eastside is where a landfill is
accepting garbage and trash one matter. needed. She says the county re-
year ago. "We're through with it," he said. jected the proposed 20-year BFI

"We've cut back 99.9 percent," The manager noted that the long site because of environmental
he said. He said that workers at the process of state and federal accep- problems.
site are now planting native seeds tance could take from 12 to 18 As reported by Westsider last
in preparation to close the site. months. EI Mirage town officials week, hydrologist Lisa Vomero
Boyce said that large companies have indicated that the proposed warned that earth fissures in the
and the county have displaced landfill could generate nearly area could rupture the landfill's
small operations like his in Mar- $150,000 iJI new city revenues. plastic liner which is intended to
icopa County. "There is no evidence of the pre v en t g r 0 u n d w ate r

contamination.
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Randy Wood backed the bill, saying he has
"serious concerns" now about whether the
state can regulate private landfills, for
example.

A provision to hike the maximum daily
fines from $1,000 to $10,000 a day was
stripped"from SB1186 in the Senate, but Ste
phens believes a related House bill can ef
fectively accomplish that.

A controversial private landfill approved
by the El Mirage City Council March 21
provided the impetus for two proposed
amendments to the bill. Neither a move to
exempt grandfathered water rights prom
oted by the landfill's builder, BFI
(Browning-Ferris Industries), nor an oppos
ing measure that would prohibit landfills
within a half-mile of a 1oo-year flood plain,
were heard by committee Chairman Wil
liam Mundell (R-Chandler).

"We think the citizens in Maricopa Coun
ty don't want any more landfills along river
banks," Westside county Supervisor CaroleIntroduced by District 6 Sen. Alan Ste

phens CD-south Phoenix), the bill puts
"public facilities" dealing with solid waste
under the arm of DEQ. Department director

In the ensuing weeks, the Westsider will
take a critical look at BFI (Browning
Ferris Industries) and the city of El Mir
age decision makers, who, for the. frrst
time in many years have acted outside the
scope of the Maricopa Association of
Governments. Historically, governmen
tal bodies in the county have acted in con·
cert with respect to planning·waste dis
posal systems and other matters in which
they have a common interest.

e
Bi I adding DEQ muse e passes
but snub draws Carpenter's ire
By Michael Higgins

A bill that broadens the power of the AI
izona Department ofEnvironmental Quality
(DEQ) passed the House Environmental
Committee March 30 by a 12-2 vote, but it
drew the ire of a county supervisor by not
taking public comment on a proposed
amendment.

Landfill from page 1-------
Carpenter said angrily after the
meeting was concluded. Carpenter
accompanied a group of Sun City
and Litchfield Park residents who
oppose the landfill to the meeting.

Carpenter said not allowing the
public comment was
"undemocratic."

An exemption for the mining in
dustry - called an industry sub
ject to "sufficient regulation" now
by lobbyist Jim Bush - was
added, a break that lost the vote of
ReP: Benjamin Hanley (D
Window Rock). "Trash is trash
and the mining facilities produce
tons of trash," Hanley said.

A 5-2 vote by the El Mirage City
Council gave the green light to a
320-acre landfill to be built 50 feet
west of the Agua Fria River flood

plain in southeast El Mirage. The
plan has drawn much opposition
from neighboring citieS':" environ
mental groups and Carpenter, who
believes the county's Northwest
Regional Landfill near Wittmann
should suffice.

Asked about the amendments
not being added, bill sponsor Ste
phens said Mundell did the right
thing in avoiding the inclusion of
the El Mirage landfill issue at this
stage.

"I didn't want the bill to get
mired up," the Senate minority
leader said.

Two landfJ.11s previously oper
ated in a flood plain, the 19th Av
enue Landfill, near the Salt River,
and the Hassayampa on the Has
sayampa, have become 'Super-



BFI amendment fires landfill fi~ht
By Michael Higgins
Westsider staff writer

The hotly-debated landfill bill
passed the Senate's Committee of
the Whole April 25, but the fonn it
took made the bill unrecognizable
from the week before.

Introduced by Sen. Bob Denny
(R-Litehfield Park) late in the ses
sion, HB2257 would have prohi
bited the location of landfills with
in a half-mile of the l00-year
floodplain, a proposal that would
have erased EI Mirage's decision
on March 21 to pennit industry

giant Browning-Ferris Industries
to build a landfill near the Agua
Fria River.

Lobbying for Browning-Ferris,
the Jamieson and Gutierrez public
relations firm, which includes for
mer senators Anne Lindeman and
Alfredo Gutierrez, succeeded in
having an amendment substituted
on the floor setting the EI Mirage
specs - "a flexible-membrane lin
er system which is resistant to
chemical action, retains tensile
strength and maintains low per
meability over an extended period

of time" - as the state's standard.
The amendment was introduced

by Sen. Jaime Gutierrez (D
Tucson).

Republican support, fonnerly
swayed by opposition to the land
fill being voiced by cities who hap
pen to be rock-ribbed Republcan,
such as Sun City, did not hold fum
in a 19-11 vote.

"The environmental argument
won'thold water," Sen. Pat Wright
(R-Glenda1e) said, a likely refer
ence to the attacks being made on
BFl's past record by County
Supervisor Carole Carpenter.

(According to a story making
the rounds of Sen. Wayne Stump
puncturing a BFlliner with a penk
nife, the landfIll liner might not
hold water or toxic waste either.)

Both sides continued their lob
bying this week as the bill, pulled
off the third-reading calendar for a
few days, heads for a final Door
vote. Ifapproved, the bill will head
back to the House for approval or a
conference committee.
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Amendment
puts landfill
in jeopardy

A strike-everything bill provided the veh
icle for an Arizona Senate committee's
amendment to prohibit a proposed private
landfill from being opened on a flood plain
near "the Agua Fria River in El Mirage.

On March 21, the El Mirage City Council
voted unanimously to grant a conditional
use permit for the highly controversial
Browning-Ferris Industries landfill despite
protests from approximately 150 citizens,
neighboring cities and Maricopa County,
who all expressed concern about possible
major groundwater pollution.

It apparently was intense lobbying by re
sidents from Sun City, Litchfield Park and
other Westside cities that prompted the 6-3
Senate committee vote in favor of prohibit
ing landftlls within a half-mile of a riverbed
located in the loo-year flood plain.

The lobbying effort was confirmed by a
Senate secretary who said, "We're getting a
million calls on that one."

Please see LandfillJpage 3

Landfill from page 1---------------

"We don't need another landfill
on the Westside," Sen. Bob Denny
(R-Litehfield Park), the legislator
who introduced the amendment in
the Government Committee
chaired by Sen. Wayne Stump (R
Glendale). Denny added that the
area particularly did not need
"another landftll by water."

Browning-Ferris Industries
(BPI), which is proposing the
320-acre dump, is one of the
world's largest publicly-held com
panies dealing primarily in waste
services. The huge Houston gar-

bage company reached $2-billion
in revenues in 1988. It recently
withdrew a request for another
proposed landftll on the east side
of the Valley near Queen Creek
and Williams Air Force Base. One
of the major problems at that site
was the danger of birds, which
flock to landfill operations, endan
gering jets from Williams. The
proposed BPI Westside site is a
little more than two miles from the
end of the Luke Air Force Base
runway.

Opponents of the BPI effort say

that a county landfill now under
construction near Wittman should
suffice to serve the area.

Spurred on by a coalition led by
Maricopa County Supervisor Car
ole Carpenter, BPI opponents had
tried unsuccessfully to have an
amendment attached to a landfill
bill sponsored by Sen. Alan Ste
phens which would have strength
ened the Department of Environ
mental Quality's power over
privately-owned waste facilities.

Denny and fellow Westside se
nators Stump and Pat Wright (R-

Glendale) backed last week's lim
itation, while casting two of the
three "no" votes were senators Je
sus Higuera (D-Tucson) and Man
uel Pena (D-Phoenix). Higuera
and Pena said they did so because
the bill unfairly caused mainly
Hispanic El Mirage to lose an eco
nomic boost

"We're the black sheep of the
county," El Mirage Vice Mayor
John Garza told the committee.

In response, Denny told the
Westsider the prohibition had no
thing whatsoever to do with rac-



ism. He called the charge "a bunch
of baloney."

In a related matter, the City ofEl
Mirage is being sued for
$3-million by Ken Boyce, operator
of the El Mirage Industrial Land
fill. Boyce is asking for damages
from the city for attempting to
close his landfill and breaching an
agreement to help him relocate his
business. Boyce, however, has
agreed to drop the lawsuit, accord
ing to landfill opponents, if the BFI
proposal is approved and he was
paid a finder's fee from BFI.

BFI's interests at the Capitol are
represented by former Senate
Whip Anne Lindeman of the firm
ofJamieson and Gutierrez. Bill Ja
mieson, former director the the
state's Department of Administra
tion under Democratic Gov. Bruce
Babbitt, is currently on leave from
the f1fffi serving as acting director
of the state Department of Eco
nomic Security. The firm's other
principle partner is ex-Democratic
Senate Majority and Minority
Whip Alfredo Gutierrez.

The amended bill will next be
heard in the Rules Committee be
fore going to the Senate floor.

The proposed landfill also faces
review from the state Department
of Environmental Quality.



iLandfili prohibition bill turns Senate into WWIII

-
Here is a report on some of the

more high-profile legislative bills:
LANDFILL PROHIBITION 

Introduced Jate in the session by
Westside Sen. Bob Denny (R
Litchfield Park) on behalf of irate
Westsiders, this bill prohibiting
landfllis from being built near
waterways has turned traditional
environmental stands around.

The bill is specifically directed
toward EI Mirage's March 21 deci
sion to allow Browning-Ferris In
dustries (BFI) to place a landfill
near the Agua Fria River. There

are strong lobbying efforts against
the legislation by the firm of Ja
mieson and Gutierrez for BFl and
on the other side there is popular
Westside Maricopa County Super
visor Carole Carpenter, for the en
vironmentalists. The battle be
tween normally friendly folks is
"World War 1lI," according to one
legislator.

Two gambits are being tried to
head off the legislation set to hit
the Senate floor this week. One is
stretching credibility somewhat,
labeling the bill anti-Hispanic

e

Talking
Politics...

since EI Mirage will lose an eco
nomic boost.Westsiders Rep. Earl
Wilcox (D-Phoenix) and Sen.
Manuel "Lito" Pena (D-Phoenix)
predict the bill will probably pre
vail due to intense lobbying from
Sun City, Youngtown, Glendale,
Litchfield Park and Peoria resi-

dents who fear that their downs
tream groundwater supplies are
threatened with pollution.

The other derailing effort is tak
ing place through Judiciary Com
mittee chairman Sen. Leo Corbet
(R-Phoenix). Is the bill unconstitu
tional due to its usurping of munic
ipal domain? A bill by Sen. Alan
Stephens (D-Phoenix) mandating
greater regulatory power over pri
vate landfills for the Departmentof
Environmental Quality is not on
the books yet

BPI's prominence on the front

e

pages for being the bad guy that
spewed smoke from burning ha
zardous waste into the faces of
county hospital staff and patients
won't help them.

OPEN ENROLLMENT 
Couldn't get the support ofpower
ful House Education Committee
Chairwoman Bev Hermon (R
Tempe) and died. S1238 lost in
committee by an 8-2 vote April 12
(House sponsor Brenda Bums in
support) after passing the Senate
by a close 16-12 tally.

AG LAND REVISION - Be
comes law, a reaction to low bills
for outlying lands awaiting
development:__ ___ . _. _
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landfills from being placed with
in a half mile of rivers including
the Salt, Agua Fria, Gila, Verde,
Hassayampa, Colorado and Santa
Cruz among others.

She's right of course. And the
vote that the El Mirage City
Council took last month to allow
BFI to build their landfill could
unfortunately prove her point.
Let's just pray that our children
don't have to pay for that
mistake.
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Mirage decision
prove tragedy

Things are looking bad for
Browning-Ferris Industries (BFI),
the nation's second largest
"waste management" firm. They
have been caught red-handed op
erating an incinerator at the Mar
icopa Medical Center that has
spewed potentially poisonous
fumes into Phoenix's air.

Included in the list of waste
burned at the facility are human
body parts and AIDS
contaminated materials from
other states where they were not
allowed to be disposed of.
Worse yet, they were apparently
aided in covering up their
wrongdoings by county health
officials.

The news couldn't be worse
for the citizens of Maricopa
County. Over the past several
years, we have become more
and more aware of the fragile
and partially polluted environ
ment we live in. We've heard
horror stories about the Maryvale
"Cancer Cluster," Environmental
Protection Agency "Superfund"
sites around the Valley, and un
precedented groundwater pollu
tion. What we haven't heard are
good solutions to the problems.

The tiny Westside city of EI
Mirage has even more reason for
concern than most. They've just
welcomed BFI in with open
arms to build a landfill that has
the potential of being one of the
biggest environmental problems
we've yet faced.

Maricopa County Supervisor
Carole Carpenter, a leader in the
fight to reject the landfill, said
"Common sense tells us we must
protect our water from further
contamination by preventing new
landfills near major rivers. No
legacy we leave our children
will be worth anything if we fail
to protect our most fundamental
resource in the state--water."

Carpenter is pushing for legis
lation that would prevent Juture

Wt%~Jw
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catcd partially within the loo-year Q;!a1fID:IJ:Jlf[>!ud",. ~ ----.
lain and if built would contarni 'i~;me)7 h~y~d!d to play bureaucratic hard-
groundwater and the Agua Fria Ri r if ;..~.::;P-:itl, ~I!sgthesituation and slow up the
river were to flood. .-1.- io- appraval_p.J:.~ess."

But landfill proponents claim e ptop;;~!' In his.speec6 at the El Mirage Community
osed site, located west of the Agu 1.'i~ioy:"~enter,_ Oarza: also said the Flood Control
er between Northern and Olive a enues: is District is pr'0posing new regulations that
outside the loo-year floodplain 0 .v would prohibit landfIlls in floodplains under
and that the county's refusal to approve the '=-iis--C6tltreh.J
site has been entirely political. But Carpenter said she was unaware of

"Although the landfill site was outside the any such regulations.
lOO-year floodplain of the Agua FriaRiver," Dan Sagramosa, chief engineer and gen
Garza said to a group of 25 last week, "Mrs. eral manager of the county Flood Control
Carpenter accused us of endangering District, also discredited Garza's claim that
groundwater supplies and threatening the the county is considering additional
health and safety of everyone downstream regulations.
of El Mirage. Carpenter said her concern is whether El

"The county knows very well that ~irage has the resources. to s.afely and effec-

B
. F . I d tn' t 'd tlvely develop and mamtam the landfill.

rownmg- ems n us es mus pravl e
complete protection from flooding or the See Landfill/page 6

$145,000 to the economically troubled City
of El Mirage.

"For quite a while I've been trying to
bring economic development to El Mirage,"
he said. "But it appears the county staff and
Carole Carpenter will do anything to stop
the landfill."

Garza said the El Mirage City Council
will consider an ordinance to transfer flood
control jurisdiction from Maricopa County
back to the City of El Mirage on September
14. The city turned the jurisdiction over to
the county in 1986 claiming the city was al
ready paying for the service.

Under the county's jurisdiction, the city
must apply for a special permit from the
county Flood Control District before it can
develop any land within the floodplain of the
Agua Fria River.

Landfill opponents claim the site is 10-

Vice mayor says county
is blocking landfill deal

By Jeff Nelson
Westsider staff writer

In hopes of getting a controversial landfill
approved, El Mirage Vice Mayor John Gar
za has recommended that the city council
take back flood control jurisdiction from the
county.

In a press conference held last Thursday,
Garza accused Sen. Bob Denney, R
Litchfield Parle, and Maricopa County
Supervisor Carole Carpenter of using the
county-held jurijdiction to prevent the City
of El Mirage from building its proposed
320-acre Cholla Sanitary Landfill.

The landfill is expected to create 20-30
jobs and bring in an annual revenue of

El Mirage may regain 000
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"I think it would be irresponsi
ble if (Maricopa County's) flood
control department did not do as
thorough a job as it possibly can
do," the county supervisor said,
"and I would hope that if (El Mir
age) is going to take back flood
control that they would exercise
that same diligence and duty.

The present site, currently own
ed and operated by Union Rock
and Materials as a gravel pit, was
one of several El Mirage-area sites
considered.

City planners say the site for the
landfill was chosen as best because
it's located outside the lOO-year
floodplain, it's zoned for industrial
development, and it's in an area of
significant noise associated with
jet flight traffic from Luke Air
Force Base.

Browning-Ferris Indus tries
(BPI), an international waste dis
posal company, will become the
owners and operators of the new
landfIll if it is approved.

EI Mirage has granted BPI a use
permit for the site which will make
them the sole owner and operator
of the landfill when it is
completed.

Headquartered in Houston, BPI
is one of the world's largest public
ly held waste services companies,
with 19,000 employees in 10
countries.

BPI experts claim their design
plan for the Cholla Sanitary Land
fill is "state of the art," adding that
environmental concerns are al
ways a top priority with their
operations.

They said the landfill, which has
a predicted lifespan of 20 years,
will have a flood protection system
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She said proper landfill flood
control procedures can be both
complicated and costly and that
shortcuts in those procedures can
be detrimental to the environment
and the health of everyone downs
tream of the Agua Fria River.

"If there should be any problem
in the future with garbage floating
downstream or water pollution the
county would be held accountable
both in a legal manner and a practi
cal manner," she warned.

Nevertheless Carpenter said she
doesn't expect the board will try to
retain their jurisdiction over flood
plain :..oning.

"They have the legal right, like
every town and city, to control
flood control within their jurisdic
tion," Carpenter said. "I don't
think it's a particularly wise thing
to do but that's beside the point."

Carpenter said the city should
make sure that the Agua Fria's
west bank is stable enough to sup
port the landfill operation by tak
ing "every precaution."

The proposed location of the Cholla Sanitary Landfill.

Landfill from page 1------,,---==---==--



Landfill from page 6--

which would control storm water
runoff.

In an attempt to control ground
water, BFI says it will install a
composite liner consisting of both
a synthetic liner and a natural clay
liner.

And according to a BFI press re
lease, the company will not permit.
hazardous wastes, toxic wastes, or
open burning at any of its solid
waste facilities.

But the question is whether the
Agua Fria's bank will support the
landfill in heavy flooding, and
whether the landfill could safely
survive an overflow of the river's
banks.

In Maricopa County there are al
ready nine landfills along river
banks where surrounding ground
water is now contaminated with
leachate, including the 19th Av
enue and 27th Avenue landfills in
Phoenix.

See Landfill/page 11

Leachate is the liquid that re
sults from water seepage through
compacted waste.

Recent groundwater tests below
the dumpsites have forced the En
vironmental Protection Agency to
include both the 19th Avenue site
and the Hassayampa Landfill on
the Hassayampa River near Buck
eye on the federal "Superfund"
cleanup list.

The 19th Avenue landfill, lo
cated on the Salt River, is being
cleaned up at a cost of$20 million.

Since these incidents, several
efforts have been made at the state
and county level to prevent land
fills from being built on or near
riverbanks and floodplains.

Senator Denney proposed a bill
earlier this year that would have
prevented the proposed El Mirage
landfill or any landfill from being
located within a half-mile of the
lOO-year floodplain.

But Garza alleged that the bill
was racist and was "a clear attempt
to thwart the city's economic deve
lopment." El Mirage is a largely
Hispanic community of 4,000.

The measure lost support and
died before reaching the gover
nor's office for approval.



Nobody wants the landfill
except poor 01' EI Mirage

In a blatant attempt to draw attention
away from the shortcomings of a prop
osed landfill along the Agua Fria River,
EI Mirage Vice Mayor John Garza has
labeled attempts to stop the dump "p0

litical hypocrisy." But the plain truth is
that EI Mirage's ability to remain ob
jective about the issue has been skewed
by the almighty buck, or as they say,
"economic development" oppor
tunities.

The proposed Cholla Sanitary Land
fill, which would be located in E1 Mir
age, would provide 20-30 jobs and an
annual revenue of about $140,000.
Those numbers have E1 Mirage jump
ing for joy-but nobody else is sharing
in the enthusiasm.

Maricopa County Supervisor Carole

Carpenter says she's concerned about
the landfill's close proximity to the
Agua Fria's loo-year floodplain.
"Common sense tells us we must pro
tect our water from further contamina
tion by preventing new landfills near
major rivers," she said earlier this year
while voicing her objection to the
dump.

The Westsider agrees with her con
clusion, and so does every community
that feels threatened by the proposal.
It's plain and simple-landfills near
floodplains don't make any sense. E1
Mirage should have learned this lesson
from a previous dump located within
the town's boundaries. Only one mile
upstream from the proposed landfill, it
was closed after the discovery of a con
taminated water table.
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temative to disposing toxic wastes in land
mls. They argue that landfills are not a prac
tical means of disposal for metallic
materials any longer because of the liability
involved and strict regulation.

"Frankly, in our opinion, burial doesn't
make good sense," said Recontek's vice
president for marketing, S. Wayne Rosen
baum. "It doesn't make good environmental
sense, it doesn't make good liability sense it
doesn't make good resource sense." ,

Hazardous waste recycler seeking
okay. to construct Goodyear plant
By J~mes ~. Ridge Jr. electronics, aerospace, defense and metal
Westsider edItor finishing industries.

A company that recyeles hazardous waste . .
materials into distilled water pure enough Alt!t0ugh th~ com~any works WIth toXIC
for human consumption is seeking permis- matenals, ~fficials said no hazardous waste
sion to build a plant in Goodyear. wo~ld be discharged from the plant. The on-

The company, Recontek, builds and oper- Ir discharge would be 2~,OOO gallons ofdis
ates high tech facilities that recycle precious ulled wat~r per day, which could be utilized
and base metals from the by-products of the by the CIty, or the plant.

The process used by Recontek produces
saleable, nonhazardous products such as
gold, silver, magnesium fluoride and ammo
nium sulfate, according to company
officials.

-Recycle from page

The officials describe Recontek as an a1- Please see Recycle/page 3

Officials from the company will
travel to Goodyear on April 20 for
a public hearing on their proposal,
which includes a $250,000 per
year grant to the city that could be
used for civic improvements. The
hearing, scheduled for 7 p.m., will
take place at the Goodyear Com
munity Center.

"What we're really trying to do
(with the hearing) is to see whether
or not this is a good fit," Rosen
baum said.

He said Recontek has been in
touch with City of Goodyear offi
cials, and representatives from
Lora!, an area defense contractor,
to explain the proposal. Both have
expressed interest.

Goodyear's City Manager, Er
nie Kleinschmidt, and Mayor,
Chauncey Coor, could not be
reached for comment before

esstime.
Another enticement Reeontek

plans to use in its proposal to the
citizens of Goodyear is the em
ployment of about 180 personnel
in the area, with a payroll of $3.6
million.

The company would first seek
local people to run the plant, ac
cording to Rosenbaum.

"One of the things we do by
agreement is hire locals first," he
said.

Rosenbaum described the posi
tions as "production through high
end jobs," adding that they would
nearly all be scientific in nature.

Goodyear is one of about three
communities in Arizona that
would make a choice location for
such a plant, Rosenbaum said. He
refused to comment on the other
two communities.

He said Goodyear is the com
pany's fIrst choice in Arizona,
based on several factors.

"First ofall we look at basic eco
nomics, demographics and the
transportation" capabilities of the
community, Rosenbaum said.

Goodyear has a growing eco
nomy, population, and easy access
to 1-10.

Then the company considers a
community's access to industries
which produce the metallic bypro
ducts that can be recycled by Re
contek. In the Valley alone, those
companies number nearly 150, in-

eluding Loral, he said.
Before the company could be al

lowed to build a plant in Arizona,
the state's Department of Environ
mental Quality would have to ap
prove the plants operation.

Rosenbaum said Recontek has
been in touch with DEQ, and th
agency is "rather pleased" with the
proposal.

"Their emphasis is on recycling
as an alternative to burial," he said

Recontek has a pilot project a~

its headquarters in San Diego, Ca
lif., and is building a plant in New
man, Illinois.
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Recontek not welcomed
byenvironmen algroup
By James S. Ridge Jr.
Westsider editor

Recontelc, a company that recycles ha
zardous waste, should not be allowed to
locate within the City of Goodyear, accord
ing to an environmental advocacy group in
the valley.

"They (hazardous waste recyclers) don't
belong in communities--bottom line," said
Pamela Swift, a spokesperson for the Toxic
Waste Investigative Group (TWIG). "They
all try to sound just a little bit different, but
they all deal in hazardous waste and heavy

metals that can pollute our water, air and
soil.

"The people of Goodyear should get
together and form a temporary group and
keep this out--give them a loud no."

Recontelc, a company based in San Diego,
told Westsider last week that they are seek
ing a Goodyear location to construct a ha
zardous waste recycling plant. The company
reportedly has about 20 sites in Goodyear
under consideration.



APS readies
for start-up
at Palo Verde
By Brian Alcorn
Westsider staff writer

Palo Verde nuclear power plant's Unit 2
reactor may be operating at full production
by Friday, according to a plant spokesman.

After a seven-and-a-half hour meeting
between Palo Verde and Nuclear Regulat
ory Commission officials June 5, Unit 2 was
given approval to begin producing power,
pending tests that were completed earlier
this week.

"This is very pleasing," said Palo Verde
spokesperson Don Andrews. "We still have
some work to do that may delay us a day or
so, but we don't foresee that happening."

Andrews also said that the Unit I and Unit
3 reactors at the plant are being refueled, and
may go back on line in August, if the NRC
gives its approval.

All three reactors were shut down in
March after the failure ofatmospheric dump
valves in Unit 3 raised questions about the
plant's safety. Arizona Public Service, one
of the co-owners of the plant, estimates that
the shutdown has cost the company $25
million.

Unit 2 is scheduled to be shutdown again
in January 1990 for refueling and
inspection.

"We certainly are looking forward to the
Unit 2 startup," Andrews said. "The demand
is starting to creep up because of the heat,
and we need to get power out to the
customers."

APS from page 1
A controversy has erupted over

who should pay for the cost of the
prolonged shutdown of the plant

.APS officials .have said that they
will ask the Arizona Corporation
Commission to allow some of the
massive expense of the shutdown
to be passed along to its customers
as part of a rate case scheduled to
go before the commission later this
year. Members of the commission
and the director of the the consum
er watchdog Residential Utility
Consumer Office have said APS
should bear the expense.

Republican Senator John
McCain told Westsider in a tele
phone press conference last Wed
nesday that the customers of the
utilities should not have to pay for
management mistakes made at the
plant.

"Obviously, I do not feel that
consumers should pay for mistakes
made by a company. I place great
credibility on the NRC, and it has
had some serious problems and
questions about the management at
Palo Verde. This is a situation that
I hope will be rectified very soon.
~therwise, I think that they are go
mg to have more serious problems
with the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission."
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See Marsh/page 9

Environmentalists say this site located between Cotton Lane and Sarival Ave. in Good;'ear poses a
health threat.
Group-an environmental watch
dog group based near Tolleson
said the whole area should be
fenced "because there have been
reports made to the DEQ that there
were drums buried on the site," she
said.

"They don't know the extcnt of
the pollution," she added.

The environmentalist said she

minated soil areas, have been cov
ered with plastic and clay to keep
the wind from blowing it away,
pesticide odors and contaminated
soil still remain at the site. z

"There is scattered pesticide lj

contamination throughout the en- :.
tire site, but' they're in lower ~
levels." if

According to Brown, Marsh
fullfilled only one of the require
ments DEQ called for by June 25
deadline by fencing off a second
"bum pit" or area used for burning
used pesticide containers. He said
these areas have·the highest con
ccntration of contaminant
emissions.

"In the last round of sampling
we showed that only one addition
al spot was really high enough in
pesticide contamination to warrant
(an additionalfence)," said Brown.

He said that the department can
only require Marsh to fence off
areas posing the greatest risk.

But Pamela Swift, chairwoman
of the Toxic Waste Investigative
r------

By Jeff Nelson
Westsider staff writer

Officials of a local crop dusting
company are not doing enough to
warn people about pesticide
contaminated soil at the site of
their fonner Goodyear location,
Arizona environmental officials
said Monday.

Officials of the Arizona Depart
ment of Environmental Quality
(DEQ) said their complaint centers
on the failure of Marsh Aviation
Services, Inc. to put up warning
signs around the perimeters of the
property located just north of
McDowell Road between Cotton
Lane and Sarival Ave.

The company had been warned
by the agency to post the signs by
June 25 and failed to do so.

DEQ spokesman Al Brown said
the signs could help "keep passers
by from at least getting on the
property."

He said the department's next
step is to ask Marsh why they ha
ven't complied with the request

According to Brown, failure to
comply with DEQ's orders could
lead to a potential penalty of
$10,000 per day, per violation in
accordance with Arizona's Ha
zardous Waste Management Act.

He said that although the real
"hot spots," or most heavily conta-

Con-taminated soil
Goodyear' could

pose public threat
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Marshfrom page 5 -
wants to know whythe whole area
isn't being fenced off until they
know to what extent the area is
contaminated.

"Because they don't know
doesn't mean that they can't err on
the side ofcaution and tell these in
dustrial polluters to go ahead and
fence the entire area.

"They're always protecting in
dustry's pocketbook," she said.

Melody Baker, co-chairman of
Mothers of Maryvale, another en
vironmental group, said "one just
has to go to this site and smell the
strong fumes to realize that there is
a problem with pesticides that
could cause health problems for
anyone who is in the vicinity."

But Brown said the Department
ofHealth Services has advised him
that "casual contact" with the low
level contamination in the un
fenced areas would be not be
dangerous.

"But it certainly is not without
risk," Brown admitted.

"Some of those chemicals ,out
there can potentially cause chronic
health effects and all exposure
should be avoided," he said.

A soil sample collected by the
Arizona Department of Health
Services showed strong concentra
tions of Toxaphene---one of the
most toxic and carcinogenic chem
icals to be found in the area.

Ameritec EnVIronmental La
boratory, hired by Marsh to test the
soil at the site, reported Toxaphene
levels at 31 milligrams per kilo
gram while the Department of
Health showed levels at 8,280 mil
ligrams per kilogram.

"Submittals they've given us
have not always been accurate, and
we've had to ask them for revi
sions," said Brown. "However,
that's not that uncommon for pro
jects dealing with hazardous waste
remediation."

"We ask for a lot," he added.
"Because it's pretty rare to get a
complete submittal the first
time...from anyone."

Baker said the state chemist's
fmdings alone should have been
enough to identify the site as a seri
ous health threat.

"We don't see the sight as pos
ing ap. eminent hazard to people
because there really isn't that

, much population out there, Brown
said."

"This case should have been
turned over to the attorney general
a year ago," Baker said. "But the
DEQ and, the Department of
Health Services have kept this
under 'their wings." ,

''Turtle speed is too slow," Swift
added. '

Brown said DEQ has just re
ceived Marsh's revised report and
that they haven't reviewed it yet.



forts to locate these toxic waste
sites.

"Time is of the essence," said
Freestone. "We lose criminal evi
dence if we don't get on the site
quick."

County officials blame the high
cost of shipping hazardous waste
to Calif.-the nearest authorized
dump for handling toxic waste
materials--as the main temptation
to most violators.

Freestone said the cost can
range from $275 to $300 a barrel,
with larger industries producing
hundreds of thousands of barrels
annually.

Cou ty calls on
citizens to spot
illegal dumping
By Jeff Nelson
Westsider staff writer

Maricopa County officials have chosen a
new approach to halting unauthorized
dumping of illegal and environmentally ha
zardous waste.

They are eeking the support and assis
tance of citizens in their search for illegal
dumping sites and dumpers.

"Increased public awareness and gaining
the support and assistance of the citizens
will be the most effective way to combat il
legal dumpers," said Maricopa County
Supervisor Tom Freestone.

Waste from page 1--------
"Hazardous waste and trash

dumping is something that's going
to go on to year who-knows
when," he added. "Everyone
knows a star on a helicopter or a
car and to hide-but they don't
know to do that from a regular
citi"zen."

Glenn Lilly, chairman of the il
legal Waste Material Task Force,
said the group is preparing a public
awareness campaign intended to
invite Valley outdoor groups and
clubs to join in their efforts to lo
cate illegal dump sites.

Freestone said public informa
tion meetings have been scheduled
in all five Maricopa County super- ~
visor districts to raise public
awareness locally.

He said the visits will include
both an oral and video presentation
focusing on hazardous waste laws
and how to recognize a violation of
these laws.

Since 1985 when current laws
were enacted, the attorney gener
al's environmental crimes section
has prosecuted about 30 cases, ac
cording to David Ronald of the at
torney general's environmental
crimes section.

But he added that the seven in
vestigators at the county attorney's
office just aren't enough to effec
tively cover the state and monitor
Arizona's 3600 hazardous waste
producing companies.

The task force hopes to solve
this problem with the more than
150 volunteers than have come
forward to lend their "eyes and
ears" to the effort.

But even with the added help,
county officials admit it will be an
uphill battle.

The supervisors approved an ad
ditional $400,000 in the 1989-90
budget to aid their fight against this
growing crime which is showing
no signs ofletting up soon, accord
ing to Freestone.

He said the funding has helped
create the 24-hour "hotline"
number-262-DUMP-which
has been taking calls on hazardous
waste dumping sites and unauthor
ized dumpers since early July.

"Last week alone we received
about seven calls," he said.

Freestone said he also hopes the
phone line will!peed up their ef-



cling the waste materials.
"Aside from the obvious envir

onmental problems associated
with landfilling these wastes, it al
so makes little senie to opt for dis
posal of materials which are essen
tial for our high-tech industries yet
are in short supply in the United
States," he said. "Many of the met
als recovered by Recontek are im
ported from South Africa or third
world countries where political
situations are unstable, affording
opportunities for distruption in the
supply of these materials."

Rosenbaum said the solution to
this potential problem "is a series

See Recontek/page 7
.----

tation, cementation and hydrome
tallurgy, recovers metals such as
gold, silver, palladium, platinum,
iron, magnesium, nickel, chrome,
zinc, copper and tin from the
wastes of the electronic, aeros
pace, defense and metal fmishing
industries.

Acids and alkalines, which are
used during the treatment process,
are ultimately recovered for re
use, leaving only distilled water
where once hazardous wastes had
existed, according to the company.
The Recontek recycling process
does not require any landfilling or
incineration.

Rosenbaum said there are other
benefits that can be gained by recy-

Recontek chooses Gila Bend
Plant will employ
180 persons with
$3.5 million payroll

A California-based hazardous
waste recycling company an
nounced the selection ofGila Bend
as the site for a new heavy metal
recycling facility that will employ
180 persons at a press conference
last week.

A "heartily fought battle" be
tween the communities of Buck
eye, Gila Bend and Yuma, Arizo
na, resulted in the eventual choice
of Gila Bend, according to Recon
tek executive vice president Way
ne Rosenbaum.

The company had also pursued a
Goodyear location before being
told by city officials that they
would need a permit from the Ar
izona Department of Environmen
tal Quality (DEQ) before holding
public hearings on the proposed
facility.

None of the three cities on Re
contek's final short list of pros
pects required the DEQ permit
prior to public hearings.

"Gila Bend demonstrated strong
support for the project," Rosen
baum said. "It was evident from
the start that the town officials and
residents welcomed us. That was

very important, since we've al- Wayne Rosenbaum, executive Vice-president of marketing for Re
ways said that strong community contek, Inc., at an earlier public hearing in Buckeye.
support was essential to the siting
process."

Gila Bend Mayor Duke Fox was
"instrumental" in the siting pro
cess, according to Rosenbaum.

Rosenbaum said Fox went door
to-door in the town of 2002 resi
dents to explain the process used
by Recontek.

"While most communities
shudder at the words hazardous
waste, we took a more enlightened
view in Gila Bend," Fox said. "Re
contek does not generate hazard
ous waste, they clean up heavy
metal sludge that is currently being
disposed of in landfills around the
country."

The process used by Recontek, a
combination of filtration, precipi----=--.:..-_------=-_---.::....-.-..:-.



Recontek from page 6-
of Recontek facilities built around
the U.S."

The company broke ground on
its first full-scale recycling facility
in Newman, Illinois on July 22nd
of this year after receiving permits
to build from both the State of Illi
nois and the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA). The fi
nal permit was issued on July 5,
1989.

Recontek will immediately app
ly for an EPA permit from the State
of Arizna through the Arizona De
partment of Environmental Qual
ity (DEQ). The permitting process
is anticipated to require from six to
nine months, with an additional
year for construction of the 66,000
square foot facility.

Upon completion of the Arizona
plant, Recontek will have a treat
ment capacity of 4,000 tons per
month at the facility and will em
ploy approximately 180 people.

Features of the plant will in
clude a containment structure with
120 percent volumetric capacity,
special air scrubbers and a water
quarantine capacity of 22,100 gal
lons. The facility will be built at a
cost of more than $10 million and
will use "the most up-to-date re
covery technology available in the
world today," Rosenbaum said.

On July 7, 1989, the majority in
terest in Recontek was acquired by
PS Group, Inc., headquartered in .
San Diego, Calif.



Environmentalists "\
urge moratorium on '"
hazardous waste sites
By Jeff Nelson
Chronicle staff writer

PHOENIX- early 400 environmental
ists from two dozen international, national
and local environmental groups, converged
in front of the Arizona state capitol Sunday
afternoon to protest the state's policy for ac
cepting hazardous waste.

"Arizona cannot continue to be a dump
ing ground for hazardous wastes from many
other states," said rally leader Francesca Se
gretti, mayor of Jerome.

Environmentalists at the rally also urged
state officials to put a five-year moratorium
on the siting of new hazardous-waste facili
ties; force industry to reduce hazardous
waste production; and stop using environ
mentally harmful disposal methods, such as
burning the waste or dumping it in rivers.

Sen. David Bartlett (D-Tucson) told the
group of environmentalists that the state
needs to develop laws as strict California's
and other neighboring states who ship ha
zardous wastes into Arizona. He said Arizo
na's laws are too lenient toward handling
hazardous wastes.

Bradley Angel, a Greenpeace toxic waste
campaigner, told the group that "the grass
roots movement is here in Arizona and it's
here to stay."

The rally was held in response to yester
day's deadline for Arizona and other states
to submit a hazardous waste plan which ex
plains how each state will handle the wastes
over the next 20 years.

Protesters called the plan a "secret plan"
because state officials, who completed the
final draft of the plan last week, refused to
release it for public review until yesterday.

"We're here to see to it that Arizona does
not become a toxic waste dump," Angel
said. "We want a toxic waste plan written by
the citizens of Arizona.

"We're asking everyone in this crowd to
call (Gov.) Rose Mofford, your senators,
and your representatives."

Norm Weiss, who spoke at the rally on
behalf of the Arizona Department of Envir
onmental Quality, said the state has "no sec
ret plan."

He told the audience that the state cut:::.
rently generates more than 29,000 tons of

hazardous waste per year. He also said the
state currently imports 17,000 tons of ha
zardous waste from 20 states per ) .ar,
which is used for recycling purposes.

Weiss said the 19,000 tons of waste per
year currently exported is not enough.

"We must rely upon other states to handle
our hazardous waste," he said.

International environmental groups at
tending included Greenpeace and the Sierra
Club, while several local groups including
the Mothers of Maryvale and the Toxic
Waste Investigative Group-an environ
mental watchdog group based near
Tolleson-also rallied.

Rep. William Mundell (R-Chandler) en
couraged protesters to call their representa
tives and to attend state meetings on envir
onmental issues in order to counter the
"high-paid lobbyists" who protect the inter
ests of industry.

"I hope today is just a beginning for all of
you," he said. "I hope you don't leave here
self-satisfied that you have accomplished
your goal just because you attended a rally."



on state
panel

Carpenter
wastewater

By Jeff Nelson
Chronicle staff writer

PHOENIX-Wastewater, once
deemed little more than "waste," is
now being looked at as an "endan
gered and precious resource" by state
law makers.

Hence the creation of the Wastewa
ter Management Authority of
Arizona.

Though it's still being formed, the
new wastewater board is looking for
ways to effectively collect street and

agricultural run-off, and re-use it for
irrigation and other applications that
don't require purified water.

Last week Maricopa County
Supervisor Carole Carpenter (D
Dist. 4) became the latest addition.

"The term 'wastewater' can be
misleading," she said. "Every drop of
water is precious in Arizona. Through
wastewater reclamation, this commit
tee will foster conservation."

Carpenter was appointed to repre
sent counties with a population of
500,000 or more. Other appointees

represent municipalities with popula
tions of 50,000 or more, municiplali
ties with populations of less than
50,000 from counties with less than
500,000, and sanitary districts in
counties with less than 500,000.

The governor's office, which is re
quired to appoint four of the seven
members, has also appointed Thomas
Amparano of Tucson, Richard Bro
man of Apache Junction, and James
Schulte of Lake Havasu City to serve
on the board. Other members include
the directors of the Department ofEn-

vironmental Quality, the Department
of Health Services and the State Trea
surer or their designees.

Besides managing Arizona waste
water, the board will also be responsi
ble for obtaining and administering a
federal/state loan revolving fund. Af
ter fiscal year 1990, local govern
ments will no longer receive federal
grants for construction of wastewater
treatment facilities. New federal le
gislation requires that a state-operated
loan revolving fund replace the grants
as a source of funding for these

projects.
"Essentially what we're doing is

managing the state revolving fund,"
she said, "and that fund is going to be
used to construct or improve publicly
owned waste water facilities."

Over the next seven years, Arizona
will become eligible for $55 million
to nearly $70 million in federal funds.

"Failure to reclaim our wastewater
is truly a waste ofan endangered, lim
ited source," Carpenter said. "I appre
ciate the governor's confidence in ap
pointing me to this position."



~\ \

Goodyear Airport
clean p will begin

By Jeff Nelson
Chronicle staff writer

Clean-up of cancer-causing agents
in the groundwater and soil beneath
and around Phoenix-Goodyear Air
port could begin by the middle of next
month, according to a spokesman for
the Environmental Protection
Agency.

Goodyear Tire & Rubber and the
Department of Defense have agreed
to share in the cost of the clean-up,

which could reach several million
dollars before it is completed.

A central treatment plant, which
will operate for several years process
ing the groundwater underneath the
airport and the Loral Corporation Fa
cility, is the first actual clean-up pro
cess to begin since the site was first

. found to be contaminated with
cancer-causing chemicals nine years
ago.

Both the air-port and a site beneath
the current Unidynamics facility were

reported in 1981 to have groundwater
contamination by the Arizona Depart
ment of Environmental Quality.

A more thorough study of the two
sites that followed revealed that a host
of dangerous industrial solvents and
metal-contaminants, including trich
loroethylene (TCE) and chromium,
had soaked into the ground from un
lined ponds, dry wells, and drainage
ditches at the plants.

EPA officials reported that the con
tamination had soaked into the

ground, spreading up to three miles in
the groundwater.

Nevertheless, Goodyear and Avon
dale city officials have reassured area
residents that there is no danger to
their health, that the affected ground
water is not currently being used for
drinking.

Clean-up plans at the Phoenix
Gootlyear Airport, which have been
awaiting approval since 1983 when
they were placed on the EPA's Na
tional Priorities List - a nationwide

list of seriously contaminated areas
identified for clean-up under the
agency's Superfund Program - were
accelerated last year after the EPA be
came concerned that area groundwa
ter used for drinking was becoming
increasingly threatened as the clean
up procedures were delayed.

An earlier report released by the
EPA stated "... ifgroundwater use in
the area increases, particularly west

Please See Clean-up/page 3
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system on schedule, could result in
expensive fines, according to the EPA
spokesman.

Soil clean-up will be done through
a soil vapor extraction method .

The vapor extraction procedure in
volves removing the volatile conta
minants from the soil through "vapor
extraction wells" containing air blow
ers that will vacuum the contaminants
from the soil and release them into the
air.

The contaminated emmissions
coming from the underground blow
ers will filter through two carbon
treatment units before it is released in
to the air.

The Department of Defense will be
responsible for paying one-third of
the cost of the initial treatment sys
tem, while Goodyear Tire will pay the
remaining two-thirds.

Goodyear Tire has also signed an
order that will require them to treat the
soils in and around several unlined re
ctangular ponds that were contami
nated with sludge from chrome
plating operations and some waste
solvents of unknown quantity and
composition a number of years ago.

Goodyear Tire and the Department
of Defense have already reimbursed
the EPA more than $2.6 million to
cover clean-up costs paid by the agen
cy at the site.

Though no definite plans have been
set, Wilson said a public start-up cere
mony is being planned in mid
January for the airport treatment
plant.

After the groundwater is "treated,"
it will be reinjected into the aquifer
downstream of the contamination,
leaving "substantially reduced levels
of contamination in the water," and
Chromium levels that will meet
drinking water standards.

Failure by Goodyear to construct
and operate an air stripping treatment

Photlnlx
GOOdyear

Airport

'LORAL CORPORATION
(formerly Goodyear ~,'>"<'~I
Aerospace CorpJ

YUMA
ROAD

UNIDYNAMICS-PHOENIX INC.
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Airport Superfund Site
(PGA)

PAG.1tA~
(Buelleye Rd)

tower through the air-conditioning
units.

But Terry Wilson, an EPA spokes
man, contends the levels will be to mi
nute to be concerned with.

Meyers said he's not worried about

the water he drinks at the airport be
cause he had the tower go on bottled
water nearly five years ago.

and north of the site, the health risk to
people consuming the water may
increase."

The report added that contamin
ants, described as "synthetic volatile
organic chemicals," may be ingested
through contaminated groundwater
and are hazardous because of their
cancerous properties.

Unidynamics, located nearly a mile
north of the airport, will be responsi
ble for paying $17 million over a
25-year period to cover the cost of its
clean-up. Goodyear Tire's and the
Department of Defense's costs,
though unknown, is expected to ex
ceed that of Unidynamics.

The process of cleaning the
groundwater will be done through a
method called air stripping.

Air stripping involves pumping
groundwater to the top of an air strip
ping tower. As the water cascades
down through the tower (and through
filtering materials within the tower), a
high-powered fan forces an upward
air stream through the water causing
the majority of organic contaminants
to be literally "blown" into the air and
into the atmosphere.

It was decided that no air emission
control devices will be placed on the
treament plant, which has some
concerned.

The airport's tower manager Den
nis Meyer, said he's concerned with
contaminated air being blown into the

Clean-up from page 1.



Coun_,,- anti-dumping
effort criticized

By Jeff Nelson
Chronicle staff writer

GILA BEND-A county illegal
waste dumping program, intended to
use the "eyes and the ears" of the
public to catch illegal dumpers, now
is receiving nothing less than "boos
and sneers" from local
environmentalists.

They plan to take their complaints
to a 7 p.m. Jan. 23rd meeting in Gila
Bend at which Marion Samms, the
program's coordinator, will make a

presentation to the city council in the
council chambers.

The Illegal Waste Dumping Task
Force was created early last summer
under the direction of County Super
visor Chairman Tom Freestone. Its
mission was to locate illegal dump
sites and potentially dangerous chem
icals dumped in the desert.

The $400,000 program trained a
handfull of volunteers at an eight
hour hazardous waste training course.
After that the group was broken up in-

to five groups - one group to each of
the five supervisor's districts. Each
group would bring in new "members"
to help them locate illegal and hazard
ous waste dump sites.

The program was viewed as an an
swer to the prayers of environmental
ists who charged that pristine Arizona
landscape had become a dumping
ground for businesses that found it too
expensive or too inconvenient to
drive to a city landfill.

Seven months and more than

$328,000 later, local environmental
ists are claiming the organization is
dead in the water.

"It's all been a sham," said Pamela
Swift, chairwoman of the Toxic
Waste Investigative Group, based
near Tolleson. "They ended the dis
trict meetings after the frrst or second
ones, and we haven't seen a single ha
zardous dump site cleaned up."

Freestone countered, "We have
done a lot. We've established 232
non-hazardous and potentially ha-

zardous dumping sites from our
262-DUMP hotline number.

"It's probably one of the most ag
gressive programs we have," he said.
"But don't expect miracles to jump
out of the sky."

Freestone said instead of district
meetings, it was decided that more
ground would be covered with visits·
to local hiking, four-wheel-drive and
motorcycle clubs.

"We found out that people aren't

Please See Waste/page 14



Waste from page 1--

really attuned to going to meetings at
night," said Freestone. "They'll go
one or two times and that's about it."

"It's obvious," said Teri Johnson,
of Mothers of Maryvale, "they knew
they could diffuse this thing easier if
they broke us into groups... and it
worked. We'd like to know where's
the money?"

According to a report released by
Freestone: $66,426 has went to fund
four paid positions in the program;
$13,900 for fringes and miscella
neous; $27,712 has covered supplies
and services, such as testing and re
moval of hazardous waste; and
$251,000 has went to capital ex
penses, such as storage containers and
office space.

Freestone said they are also inter
viewing for an attorney who special
izes in environmental prosecutions,
are in the process ofproducing a train
ing film and are preparing to institute
a part-time operator on the hot-line
number.

But Melody Baker, one of only a
few members from the public to at
tend the district meetings, says she's
unconvinced this program is legiti
mate: "It was possibly.nothing more
than a political stunt by Tom Frees
tone to get re-elected... and I don't
doubt that at all.

"But at the time it· looked good,"
she said. " I thought 'this would be
great.' "

Despite the accusations, Freestone
contends that the program is growing
and that it will just take a little more
time to coordinate the efforts of all
those involved.

He said it will take a full year to get
the program rolling:: "Then we will
be able to get onto a permanent type
program."

Groups interested in having a
speaker from the program talk about
the program can call Marion Samms
at 269-2661 or Tom Freestone
261-7760.



By Jeff Nelson
Chronicle staff writer

Treatment starts
for groundwater

Rosenbloom, chief of enforcement
for the Environmental Protection
Agency.

GOODYEAR-Clean-up of the He said when an increased amount
groundwater below the Phoenix- of contaminants is extracted in Phase
Goodyear Airport began last week II of the operation, carbon-absorption
with a ribbon-cutting ceremony at the filters will be used to control the emis-
new groundwater treatment plant. sions from the plant.

In 1981, the Arizona Departrnentof the plant, which will operate un-
Health Services discovered ground- manned for 30 years, will have a com
water contamination in the vicinity of bined construction and operating cost
the airport. The primary contaminants of $5.5 million. It was built and will
found in the groundwater after further be operated in part by the Goodyear
testing included Trichoroethylene Tire & Rubber Company, one of three
(TeE), chromium and other volatile entities responsible for the
organic compounds. contamination.

The treatment plant uses a method
Emissions from the plant, located called Air Stripping. Air Stripping in

on the south side of the airport, will volves pumping groundwater to the
equal 1-2 lbs a day and will not pre- top of an air stripping tower.
sent a hazard to occupants of the near- As the water cascades down
by air con~ol tower, said Jeff Rosenb- through the tower, a high-powered
loo~, chief of enforc~m~n~ at~ the fan forces an upward stream of air
E tuonmental P.r:Qte_auol1u~e"li'Y 'through the water which literally

"1 r employees were~ncemed blows'the contaminants out of the wa'-
the toxins would drift -and blow ter and into the atmosphere.
through the air-conditioning vents. The U.S. Department of Defense

"There's such a small amount that agreed to fund one-third the costs of
it won't be a problem," said Jeff the treatment system.
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cel has been on the market for
some time.

SunCor is a subsidiary of Pin
nacle West. Capital Corp., the
holding company for MeraBank.
Arizona Public Service Co., and
El Dorado Investment Co. which
owns part of the Phoenix Suns.

Since 1982, Balcor, a subsidi
ary of Shearson Lehmen Hutton
Inc., has invested in excess of
$200 million in Valley land
holdings.

LKY Development, Yount's
company,-is a commercial deve
loper that has concentrated on of
fice buildings and retail buildings
in Arizona during the last five
years. The initial land purchase,
for approximately $5.6 million, is
the joint venture partner's first
move into the Westside. If com
pleted, the entire purchase would
total more than $20 million.

The group expects to develop
the land within the next five years.
Asked if the purchase took advan
tage of the soft real-estate market.
Yount replied that the deal took a
long time to develop. Balcor, the
lllinois firm, reportedly acquired
five apartment-zoned parcels from
American Continental Corp., for
$8.8 million.

The SunCor deal, which origi
nally involved 200 acres, was of
fered to Balcor by Biltmore Real
Estate's Richard Beagle.

"It worked out to be a little big
ger deal than it started," Yount
said. Yount, who lives in L.A., is
the brother of Milwaukee Bre
wers' baseball star Robin Yount.

By Bob Allen
The SunCor Development

Company has sold 188 acres just
east of Litchfield Park to the Bal
cor Company of Skokie, Ill. and is
in the process of dealing 622 more
acres to the lllinois firm.

The 188 acres is one-half mile
east of Dysart Road and bounded
by Camelback and Indian School
Roads.

"We're certainly looking at the
whole package," said Larry Yount
of LKY Development, Balcor's
Phoenix-based partner, "but the
whole package hasn't c1os~"

Yount stated that Balcor has not
put up non-refundable funds for
the remaining 622 acres. That par
cel, currently in escrow, is bound
ed by Dysart Road, Indian School
Road and goes north along El
Mirage.

"It seemed like a piece up by
the SunCor parcels which could
be master-planned and, hopefully,
get some of the benefits that Sun
Cor and, hopefully, American
Newland will generate when they
get their project going," he said.
LKY and Balcor hope develop a
mixed-use/residential project
which would also include both
commercial and apartment areas.

SunCor is considered by busi
ness sources to be "real-estate
heavy," with an excess of land
holdings. Asked at a recent Litch
field Park City Council meeting if
SunCor was interested in purchas
ing the 100-acre AmCor parcel on
the Northwest corner of Dysart
and Camelback Roads, SunCor
President John Ogden gave an em
phatic "no," even though the par-------------

SunCor sells land for $5.6 million
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Litchfield
•zoning

gets okay
By Bob Allen

The Litchfield Park City
Council affirmed the municipali
ty's first zoning ordinance after
increasing the minimum lot size
for large-residential and medium
large zoning districts last week.

"You can't enforce anything
like this," said Councilman Wil
liam Tainter of the yard-size restr
ictions. Tainter, a builder, called
the concept "an ignorant way of
doing things."

"I think it's important that some
zones are protected by some
square-footage requirements," re
sponded Vice Mayor Jerry Roth.

"Goodyear is the only city that
requires anything like this," Taint
er fumed.

Litchfield Park Mayor Richard
Meese said that the city's planning
and zoning board would have the
authority to refuse developers
plans.

Revisions were made on the
plan which increased the size of
homes in the large-residential and
medium-large zoning districts to
2,350 sq. ft. and 1,850 sq. f1. The
council went over three detailed
letters from citizens which listed
changes. The council rejected a
request that would have elimi
nated patio homes and two-story
buildings from new developments
in the city. While Litchfield Park
is currently only 2 sq. miles large,
SunCor has agreed to discuss an
nexation with the city.

Although discussions of possi
ble SunCor annexation are strictly
preliminary, Litchfield Park's ap
plication for Community Block
Grant funds from the county
states, "Litchfield Park anticipates
annexing SunCor's 14,000-acre
development once a master plan
and a zoning ordinance have been
established."

The county has granted the city
$40,000 to create a master plan.



~. 3, /988

Litch leld residents
••angry over zoning

By Bob Allen
The Litchfield City Council will hold a

special meeting tomorrow night to address
the controversial zoning plan that would al
low higher-density housing on future city
land acquisitions.

"One of the distinctive features of the
Park is the lot size and home size," resident
Gary Smith told the council last week. "If
we want small homes crowded together, we
can go to Villa de Paz, Garden Lakes or
Country Meadows; but we have chosen
Litchfield-Park.

The council seemed on the verge of pass
ing the zoning ordinance at their meeting
August 2. Councilwoman Dorothy Sanders

had moved for approval and Councilwoman
Barbara Robey had seconded the motion.
But the council was swayed by consider
able public opposition.

"Purposes 1.02.C and .E of the code state
that the code is to protect the social and eco
nomic stability of the city as well as the val
ue," said resident Richard Gipson. "I feel
that the code does not do this and recom
mend that the size be increased to 2,000
square feet for zone RLM and the other
zones be changed accordingly by 25 to 30
percent."

Please see Zoning/page A-2

Zoning from page A-1 -
Gibson said that the philosophy

of Litchfield Park was to limit
buildings to one story so that all re
sidents have a view of the moun
tains. He felt that the philosophy
was not being maintained because
the new zoning ordinance would
allow two-story homes.

John Schreiner said that he had
been out of town most of the sum
mer, and thus out of touch.

"It was, however, of concern to
learn the extent to which the coun
:cil has seen fit to accede to the
planning and zoning suggestions
made by SunCor Development Co.
in its 'Draft Zoning Ordinance
Pragmatic Issues Report' dated
June 6," Schreiner said.

Mayor Richard Meese re
sponded that the city urgently
needed a zoning ordinance in place
because the county, as ofJuly I, re
linquished control of building per
mits to Litchfield Park.

But, Councilman Dick Darby
was concerned by allegations that
the city was influenced by SunCor
to allow "land packing." Darby re
quested that the counc~ hold ~ ~pe
cia! meeting to conSider Citizen
concerns.

That meeting will be held at the
Community Center at 7:30 p.m. on
Thursday.
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During the Aug. 21 Litchfield Park flood, the topography funnelled water into the intersection of Camelback and Dysart roads,
which had been slated for drainage improvements for more than a year. The outlined land, owned by American Continental
Corporation, is a natural wash and has been a source of past cloudburst floods.

Litchfield
•examInes

flood woes
By Bob Allen

According to engineer Don Penfield of
Willdan Associates, an engineering finn, a
three-stonn volley which swamped part of
Litchfield Park could be a 50- or even
loo-year frequency flood.

. Penfield presented his sketch to the Litch
field Park City Council. His report on the
heavy rainfall and flooding Aug. 21 was fol
lowed by residents remarks about the
damage.

Bob Rogers, who has been flooded out
four times at his low-lying home ('69, '81,
'84 and '88) offered to sell his home to the
city if the city would bulldoze it and create a
drainage channel.

Penfield said that gauges monitored by
Arizona State University three miles south
east of Litchfield Park indicated two brief,
soaking rains occurred in the area at 1 a.m.
(.01 inch) and 5 a.m. (.05 inch) that morning,
before a heavy rain dumped 1.6 inches be
tween the hours 10 a.m. and 11 a.m.

A gauge monitored by Ken Bickman of
Bickman Farms at the comer ofReems Road
and Northern Avenue totaled 2.1 inches of
rain that day.

Please see Flood woeS/page 5



-
r FloOd Woes!rOO1 ~ge 1

The Willdan engineer blamed
flow out of Murphy Dam for part
of the flood. The small earthen
dam, located just north of th~ city
north of Camelback Road, IS de
signed to halt flood tides and re
lease the water slowly.

"All of the area in the southeast
comer of the city was flooded," he
said, "indicating that the channell
ing and drainage were incapab!e
of handling a storm of thiS
magnitude."

Other contributors include the
wash area below the dam and the
Airline Canal which channelled
water down to Dysart and Camel
back roads. The intersection was
targeted for major drainage im
provement when American Con~i

nental Corporation developed ItS
property on the northwest comer.
But the development never mater
ialized and the land is presently up
for sale.

Resident Otis Ingram, who
lives on Castillo Drive, blamed
water coming off the golf course
for additional flood problems. He
wanted to know what the city was
going to do about the pro?le~.

With two foot-deep water 10 hIS
back yard, Ingram may have suf
fered the worst damage.

"I would like to point out that
there are a lot of issues that are
outside the purview of the city,"
Mayor Richard Meese put in.

Ingram requested a time frame
for action by the city. Meese re
sponded that installation ?f a
channel might not face serIOUS
~la~~~_- ~~__---.-J

Resident Judd Sauer felt that
Litchfield Park has serious engi
neering problems in flood situa
tions. He felt that barriers should
be erected during floods to keep
out sightseers. Another homeow
ner, Jean Garvey, said that the
swift current stripped her lawn of
landscaping and washed it into her
pool. Several residents suggested
knocking down the masonry wall
on the northwest comer of Dysart
and Indian School roads to pre
vent waters from pooling in the
future.

"Had that wall not been there,
there probably would have been
no water in my house," Brad Mon
nell said. Neighbor Mike Wiley
said that his landscaping floated
out the hole he knocked to let the
"18-24 inch" accumulation drain
out

But homeowner Don Mallop
felt that knocking the way down
was nothing but a temporary solu
tion. Ingram complained that the
weep holes in the wall which sur
rounds much of the city are di
verted by some landowners, caus
ing flooding for others.

"It takes an event like this to
say, 'We need to look at this,'''
noted Penfield. "All of this stands
much additional review."

I



Litchfield tries
'bandaid' wall
to turn floods
By Bob Allen

The city of Litchfield Park will build a
$43,000 wall along Camelback Road to stem
the tide of future floods.

A 3-2 vote affuming the decision came at a
special council meeting last week, but not with
out some objection.

"We don't want to be grasping at straws"
said Vice MayorJerome Roth, who felt that the
city should quantify the sources of the problem

with an in-depth sllldy before taking
any action. Roth voted against the
wall proposal.

The wall, originally proposed by
Woody Scouten of Willdan Associ
ates, Litchfield Park's contracted en
gineering firm, would extend 1,600
feet along the northern border of the
city (Camelback Road) and curve
south beside the Dysart intersection.
It would not decrease the amount of
water which could menace the city,
but would channel it The flow ofwa
ter down the hill from Murphy Dam
to the north would the impact the

wall and tum eastward. If Willdan is
correct, the wall will avert a tide from
washing straight into homes on the
northeast part of the city.

As one councilman was heard to
say, the wall is a "bandaid" solution,
not a complete answer to Litchfield
Park's flood problems.

The urgent need for action was
spurred by flood streams which
heavily damaged a dozen homes on
Aug. 21. Irate home owners have
been attending council meetings and
voicing their problems. Tuesday's

Dc..:t . .?b I \ ~ B8

meeting began with a similar air of
tension, but the most vocal residents
seemed less frustrated after the vote.
They complimented the council for
taking action on the matter.

But the wall was not the only flood
control measure discussed by Will
dan's Scouten. He also suggested
that the lake could be lowered two
feet to create an emergency flood
retention basin. The concept wooied
Councilman Dick Darby, who feared
that children could be enticed closer
to the water's edge by a narrow shelf
presently below water level.

Scouten also -suggested improve
ments to Neilsen Road, a new set of
drainage pipes along Indian School
Road and better drainage at the in
tersection of Litchfield Road and

Camelback roads.
"It may be two to five years until

the county does drainage work at
Camelback and Dysart," Litchfield
Park City Manager Craig Aper said.

"Some solutions are outside the
capacity of the city," noted Litchfield
Park Mayor Richard Meese. In re
sponse to questions of the fiscal pos
siblity of building the flood wall, Ap
er told the council that the city would
be able to afford it

Mayor Meese, Darby and Coun
cilman Ron Wheat voted in favor of
the wall. Councilwoman Dorothy
Sanders and Vice Mayor Roth op
posed it

On Thursday, the Litchfield Park
Cityscape Commission recom
mended landscaping and painting re-

vol. 1./'1

quirements for the wall, which will
vary from 3O"to4' t:aIL depending on
ground level.

In other council action, Litchfield
Park voted 5-0 to create a PaTks, Re
creation and Arts Department to
oversee use of the municipal parks
and promote arts and recreation in the
city.

o The council also heard residentRi
chard Gibson's questions about the
possibility that parts of the city are
contaminated by toxic chemicals, as
written in a recent New Times article.

"We are aware that some areas in
and around the city are contami
nated," said Mayor Meese. "If
they're contaminated, then Goodyear
(fire and Rubber Co.) has to clean
them up."

Gibson requested an investigation
by the city into the problem. He said
that he had observed three 55-gallon
drums being removed from the
ground beneath the former parking
lot next to Mayfair Market about a
month-and-a-half ago.

'That's a very, touchy issue," said
Meese. "Noone wants to undertake a
cleanup."
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"Along with this concern is the
issue of jurisdiction of existing
Dysart Road if a realignment is ac
complished, and the use of the
strip of land between existing
Dysart Road and realignment to

November 2, 1988

Please see Dysart/page 14

A pre-annexation agreement between Sun
Cor and the City of Avondale signed in July of
1987 says, "Upon the successful completion of
deannexation of the land previously strip
annexed by the City of Goodyear and lying
north of Indian School Road and east of Dysart
Road, SunCor consents to the annexation of
such land by Avondale."

The second part of the agreement puts the
odd-shaped section south of the present
boundaries of Litchfield Park and north of
Thomas Road into the City of Litchfield
Park. The final provision agrees that the
agreement will still count, even if SunCor
sells the land - which it did to the Balcor
Company of Skokie, Ill., and LKY Deve
lopment for $5.6 million in August.

A statement of understanding was then
drawn up between Avondale, Goodyear and
SunCor. It said, "Avondale and S1!nCor
agree. to develop a time table or triggering
'-mechanism for the realignment for the rea
lignment of Dysart Road...so that Dysart
Road, together with the east and west fron
tages are entirely within the municipal
boundaries."

Page 14

Dysart from page 1--------
On Sept. 22, Avondale Plan- "Presently, Litchfield Park and

C lI' Goodyear can plan land uses on a
ning Director Maggie 0 IDS, "shared" Dysart Road (along with
Goodyear Planning Director Paul
Walker, Litchfield Park Manager Avondale). Realignment will

1 cause loss of frontage and anen-
Craig Aper and Glendale p anner dant development opportunities
Ray Jacobs met to discuss the rea-

I along a major arterial for both
lignment of Dysart. n a memo, Goodyear and Litchfield Park.
Collins summarized the
discussion:

-c

Avon ale
annexation
difficulty
By Bob Allen

The City of Litchfield Park has hit a fork in
the road on the realignment of Dysart Road.
Residents near the increasingly-busy road have
been complaining about the noise, prompting
officials to plan relocation of Dysart away from
the community's edge. But the city council
wants to keep Dysart Road as the city's eastern
boundary.

What's the problem? The land on which the
realigned route would lay is in the strip
annexed juristiction of the city of Avondale.

Litchfield Park City Councilman Richard
Darby said, "Our bargaining chips are not as
great as they were at one time."

"We have no bargaining chips," retorted
Litchfield Park Mayor Dick Meese.

SunCor Development Co. is proposing to
realign Dysart Road from Indian School Road
to Thomas Road in connection with the current
submittll of the WigwaIT! Creek development
to the north. The plan is to move Dysart Road
approximately a quarter mile to the east be
tween Camelback and Thomas roads. The
county highway department is also eager to see
the move made.

"Presently, 9,000 cars per day use Dysart
Road," said SunCor's Gary Debrock. Dysart is
the only street which begins on Interstate 10
and stretches unbroken to Bell Road, a bur
geoning mainline for business in the Northwest
Valley. While usage will drop after the comple
tion of !he Estrella and Agua Fria Freeways
(COlton Lane and 99th Avenue alignments),
Debrock says the use will rocket to 30,000 cars
per day in the future.

Maricopa County wants to expand Dysart
Road to four lanes, as soon as possible.

"The county has the money to improve Dys
art," said Debrock. He did not think that Avon
dale would de-annex the land to Litchfield
Park:. But the land is really not "in" Avondale,
accept for a thin strip surrounding the parcel. It
remains in the county.

• Realign d Dysart Road gives
Litchfiel boundary qua r



SunCor,
Newland
deal fails
By Bob Allen

The deal which would have
made American Newland Associ
ates of La Jolla, Calif., a partner
with SunCor Development Co. in
the development of 10,000 acres
around Litchfield Park fell
through Monday, Nov. 7.

SunCor President John Ogden
said the two sides could not reach
agreement on key financial
provisions.

"We're disappointed we were
unable to consummate the agree
ment," he said.

SunCor spokesman Steve Ger
vais said the company is looking
now toward other alternatives.

"We're hopeful to complete the
planning and engineering here and
Litchfield Park," he said. "We had
other parties interested."

Talks had been progressing
well until the last few weeks, but
stagnated on the issue of property
value - how much money New
land would have to commit to be a
full partner. The California com
pany was to have taken day-to-day
management responsibilities for
the development

The talks between the two com
panies began in May.
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Litchfield name
not taken lightly
By Bob Allen

The city of Litchfield Park does
not want its name used in vain.

"The Litchfield name (should)
be used with proper deference to
the quality of the development,"
Litchfield Park Mayor Richard
Meese wrote county planners.
Meese was concerned that a new
project called the "Litchfield
Commerce Center" could cause
confusion as to the governmental
responsibility. The proposed in
dustrial project is to be located
west of Luke Air Force Base.

According to Doug Williams of
the county planning department,
the owners of the project will con
sider changing the name this
week. The 660-acre project is east
of Reems Road, just south of
Northern.

''Two months ago, it was called
the Luke Commerce Center," Wil
liams said. ''The people at the air
force base objected to the name of
'Luke' in the name."

The developer, Northern In
vestment Partnership and the West
Northern Partners, came back
with the name 'Litchfield' at
tached to their project The deve
lopers are represented by attorney
Steve Bets of Stretch, Lang,
Weeks and Carnot.

The project includes mostly in-

dustrial development. The loca
tion of the land in the 'noise con
tours' of the air base requires the
parcels to leave large amounts of
open space. The buildings will be
low-density, due to the low-flying
aircraft. The land within a half
mile of the base incurs a maxi
mum loudness of 75 decibels and
must remain vacant.

Meese sent a letter to the county
planners saying that Litchfield
Park had no objection to the
plan...except for the name.

"The city of Litchfield Park is
supportive of quality growth and
development of the western sec
tion of the valley," Meese began
his letter. But he conditioned,
"Such development, however,
should be in accord with the con
cerns of the existing land owners."

On Monday night, Meese told
Westsider that the city's position
has not changed since he
addressed the letter.

"I think that pretty well
summed it up," he said.

But his restrained response
struck home with the developers,
who are expected to amend the
name this week.

"We anticipate that the deve:
lopers are going to make some
changes," Williams said. "I don't
know what they're going to come
up with."

The final draft of the plan is te
natively scheduled to come before
the Maricopa County Planning
Commission Dec. 15.
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SunCor ells second LKY parcel
By Bob Allen

LKY Partners bought a second
large chunk of land (152 acres)
east of Litchfield Park from Sun
Cor Development Co., at a purch
ase price of $3.79 million. The
third of the four-sale package is
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expected later this month, the
fourth in January.

The successful continuation of
the land sale is good news for Sun
Cor, which suffered a major set
back when a major partnership
agreement with American New
land Group of La Jolla, Calif., col
lapsed in early November. New
land was to take 50 percent
interest in SunCor's massive
8,500-acre Litchfield Park-area
project.

SunCor President John Ogden
said the deal is going ahead as
planned.

"The first two closings have
occurred and the next two closings
will occur over the next couple
months," Ogden told Westsider.

"I think, in the end, (809 acres)
is the amount we'll be purchasing,
said Larry Yount, director of
LKY.

This parcel is located near
Camelback and EI Mirage roads.

LKY Partners is a partnership
between LKY Development Co.
and Balcor Phoenix. The Balcor
Corporation, based in Skokie, Ill.,
invests in real estate. General part
ners in the firm are James
Schwartz and Thomas Meador,
both of Skokie.

SunCor Development Co. is a

subsidiary of Pinnacle West Capi
tal Corporation, the holding com
pany for Arizona Public Service
and Merabank. Balcor is a subsidi
ary of Shearson Lehman Hutton
Inc.

This summer, SunCor an
nounced that Balcor had begun
buying the land east of Litchfield
Park (in the strip-annexed area of
Avondale). The first purchase of
188 acres cost $5.6 million.

In August, Yount told Westsid
er that his company would master
plan the 800-plus acres for a
residential/mixed-use develop
ment. Although the land has been
strip-annexed by Avondale, it has
not been formally annexed. There
fore, the county is overseeing
land-use plans.

In late ovember, LKY pre
sented its plan for the 800-acre
project, which it has dubbed
"Wigwam Creek," to a county
Technical Advisory Committee
(TAC).

Three issues about the Wigwam
Creek have drawn attention; the
realignment of Dysart Road, the
percentage of commercial proper
ty and the extension of the Airline
Canal.

Please see Creek/page 21

SunCor is working closely with
LKY on the project.

Yount said that his company
hopes to have Wigwam Creek
ready for builders in late 1989.

"I think everybody is still posi
tioning," Yount said of Lopez' ob
jections. Yount said that changes
in the plan are still being made.

The Airline Canal provides wa
ter for the Wigwam Resort's golf
courses. The open-space park area
planned as Wigwam Creek's cen
terpiece would divert the canal
drastically to the south. Litchfield
Park officials say that the develop
er will have to pump the flow back
to the intersection of Dysart and
Camelback roads, where it would
return to its present channel.

page 6 ------------
Dysart Road's realignment

would pull it away from the city of
Litchfield Park. Some Litchfield
residents are unhappy about the
increasing traffic flow on Dysart,
but the new alignment would take
away commercially-valuable
frontage from Litchfield Park.

The planned Litchfield Park
campus of the community college
system got an agreement as part of
its land acquisition. The planned
site is at the intersection of Tho
mas and Dysart roads. At the
November county TAC hearing,
college center Provost Homero
Lopez objected to the realign
ment, saying it would take the
campus off the main road.

Frontage on Dysart Road was
part of the proposal to which the
college system agreed when zero
ing in on a Westside site.
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Dysart Road parcel 'dead issue'
The city of Litchfield Park has in the county planning process. In dent upon successful deannexa

given up on keeping Dysart Road the complex issue, the county has tion by SunCor from Litchfield
as its eastern boundary. jurisdiction because, although the Park.

"What happened to the Dysart parcels involved are strip-annex, Urgency is introduced to the
Road issue? Is it dead?" wondered the city's do not have jurisdiction topic, because the county wants to
Litchfield Park City Councilman until the land is formally annexed expand the increasingly-busy
Richard Darby at a recent council in total. Dysart Road to four lanes. Obvi-
meeting. ously the county is not going to al-

"The issue is dead," said Litch- SunCor and the city of Avon- low the new roadway to be torn up
field Park Mayor Richard Meese dale signed an agreement in July, and moved after the pavement is
will finality in his voice. 1987, giving Avondale control of laid - so a decision had to be

The bounilliry issue was raised the strip, but that remains de n- reached.
in November as the developers of -----------'
Wigwam Creek, a new subdivi-
sion east of Litchfield Park, prop-
osed moving Dysart Road away
from the present eastern border of
the recently-incorporated city.
The question was, 'What city
would exist on the small strip of
property between Litchfield Park
and the new roadway.'

Conceivably, Litchfield Park,
Avondale and Goodyear could all
lay claims on the strip. Goodyear
is in the midst of a suit against
SunCor Development Corp., chal
lenging SunCor's attempt to dean
nex a large area around the city of
Litchfield Park. making the issue
even more complex.

The proposal realigning the
Dysart Road segment between
Thomas and Indian School roads
one quarter mile to the east is still
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Litchfield Park residents strike back at developer
By Brian Alcorn
Westsider staff writer

Litchfield Park residents scored a victory
in the battle over the relocation of Dysart
Road last week when the Maricopa County
Planning and Zoning Commission refused
to approve the revised master plan for a
neighboring development

As a result, revisions that developers had
hoped would be a shortcut have led to delays
in groundbreaking on Wigwam Creek, an
800-acre residential and commercial deve
lopment to be located east of Litchfield
Park.

The most controversial revision to the
plan involves leaving Dysart Road in its pre-

sent alignment rather than moving it one
quarter-mile east between Camelback and
Indian School roads as originally planned.

Two dozen Litchfield Park residents at
tended the planning and zoning meeting to
protest the revision, arguing that leaving
Dysart Road would lead to excessive traffic
congestion and noise and air pollution in the
area. Most left the meeting satisfied that the
county had listened to their complaints.

"It's a clear victory," said resident Andy
Anderson, spokesman for the newly-formed
Litchfield Park Citizens League. Anderson
presented the commission with a petition
signed by 400 Litchfield Park residents op
posing the master plan.

--

"It gives us some time," he said. "I think
(the commission) were responsive to our re
quest It shows that the process does work."

LKY Development Co., owner of the
Wigwam Creek property, had originally
planned to move the road. But the county
highway department would not approve of
the realignment until the developers had the
written approval from each of the communi
ties bordering the project, including Goo
dyear, Avondale and Litchfield Park. When
LKY could not meet this requirement, the
plan to realign Dysart was scrapped.

Had the commission approved of the
plan, it would have went before the cou'nty
Board of Supervisors for approval to begin

construction. Instead the commission voted
to send the issue back to subcommittee for
further study, with the provision that such
study take no longer than 60 days.

"It's going to cause us some time and de
lays which we wish we could have avoided,"
said LKY spokesman George Triggs. "We
thought we had the issues resolved."

Indeed, Wigwam Creek's original master
plan, with the realignment of Dysart Road,
had the blessing of all of the property's
neighbors, including Litchfield Park.



A map showing the revised zoning for Wigwam Creek requested by
LKY Development Corp.

sidential areas and the overall size
of commercial areas, that would
help alleviate traffic on Dysart.

However, several of the com
missioners still expressed concern
over the location and size of com
mercial developments along Dys
art, indicating that more revisions
may be necessary before they will
give their approval to the plan.

A 35-acre commercial area on
the northeast comer of Dysart and
Indian School roads was singled
out for criticism by residents and
commissioners alike, both for its
size and for its location relative to
other commercial properties.

Commissioner Earl de Berge, in
voted to delay action on LKY's
plan said, "I think this is a bad
commercial plan. I would like to
see it reduced (in size) and moved

Residents from page 1
George Mastor, president of the

Litchfield Park Association and
one of the residents who spoke out
at the meeting against the new plan
said LKY's original concept for
Wigwam Creek would have
caused a minimal impact on Litch
field Park because of buffer zone
between Litchfield Park and com
mercial developments along Dys
art Road.

But the new plan, Mastor said,
"will ruin the quality of life and
property values in Litchfield
Park."

"This new plan will do to Litch
field Park what the tanker Valdez
did to Prince William Sound,"
Mastor told the commission, refer
ring to the Exxon tanker that ran
aground off the coast of Alaska in
March, spilling 10 million gallons
of oil into the sea.

"Ourposition is based on simple
logic," Mastor said. "A heavily
traveled road a quarter mile away
from you is less offensive than one
right next to you."

"The development potential of
the Wigwam Creek property can
be better achieved without bring
ing havoc to the City of Litchfield
Park. The original plan with its
realignment of Dysart Road would
do so." ." ...... P",

LKY attorney Michael Wide- _.m-..'"
ner, in presenting the developer's
case to the commission, said that
the company would have liked to
proceed with the realignment but
time restrictions prevented them
from doing so.

"We didn't want this issue to
hold up the master pian forever,"
Widener said. "We can't go along
with the realignment because we
can't wait any longer to (develop)
this property."

Widener also noted that other
revisions were made to the plan,
such as reducing the density of re-

See Residents/page 6

Bethany Home Road

Gun Clult
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Litchfield residents continue
battle for Dysart relocation
By Brian Alcorn
Westsider staff writer

The realignment of Dysart Road is a
dead issue.

At least that is the view ofcounty high
way and planning officials, the develop
ers who originally proposed the idea and
the developers who now hold the fate of
the roadway in their pockets.

It is not the view of Andy Anderson.
Anderson is a Litchfield Park resident

whose home faces Dysart Road. And, if
all goes as planned, Anderson's home
will soon face a 35-acre shopping mall
right across the street.

"It's a damn shame to put that thing
right next to a quality development like
Litchfield Park," Anderson laments.

''I'm going to be looking out my window
at their dumpsters."

Anderson is among a handful ofLitch
field Park residents who have been mak
ing the 40-mile roundtrip trek downtown
to county planning and zoning meetings
each week to protest a master plan sub
mitted to the county by the LKY Deve
lopment Co. for an 8oo-acre residential
and commercial enterprise called Wig
wam Creek.

The development would border Litch
field Park along Dysart Road between
Camelback and Indian School roads, a
fact that doesn't bother Anderson and the
other residents in the least

See Litchfield/page 2
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Litchfield from page 1

As long as Dysart is moved a
quarter-mile to the east

Up until a month ago, this relo
cation was part of the Wigwam
Creek master plan.

That the realignment of Dysart
Road no longer figures in LKY's
plans for Wigwam Creek has some
Litchfield Park residents howling
mad.

George Mastor, president of the
Litchfield Park Association, the
community's largest homeowners
organization concisely summed up
the feelings of many residents.
"We're getting screwed," Mastor
said.

Only a week ago, it seemed that
Litchfield Park residents had
scored a victory when the Marico
pa County Planning and Zoning
Commission voted to delay action
on LKY's application for Wigwam
Creek until residents' concerns
over the location of proposed com-

mercial development along Dysart
Road could be studied further.

It was the contention of Litch
field Park residents, as well as the
opinion of many of the commis
sioners themselves, that two com
mercial developments at the cor
ners of Dysart and Camelback and
Dysart and Indian School, were
too large and inadequately buf
fered to protect homes in the
neighborhood from traffic conges
tion and noise and air pollution.

At a subcommittee meeting last
week, the county and the develop
ers, after much discussion, reached
what many considered a reason
able compromise: the commercial
centers would be allowed to stay,
with no reduction in size. In return,
the developers would build a
6-foot-high berm between the
commercial site and Dysart Road.
Additionally, LKY promised not
to construct any major buildings

e
within 275 feet of the Litchfield
Park homes.

Larry K. Yount, president and
owner of LKY, called the buffer
"more than I've ever given in my
life."

But Yount's terms, however
generous he thinks they are, do not
appease Litchfield Park residents
who want to see Dysart Road
moved as far away from their com
munity as possible.

Why are the residents of Litch
field Park so adamant?

This is the question that was in
the faces of county commissioners
and LKY representatives alike as
one after another of the residents
who attended the subcommittee
meeting spoke out against the
compromise.

To understand the answer, one
must understand something about
the unique qualities of Litchfield
Park itself.

Back in the early 60s, Litchfield
Park was originally part of a plan
to create a series of small, self
contained villages with commer
cial centers at their core. That pat
tern, according to early
development plans, would be car
ried through for the entire area.

At this time, Dysart Road was
never envisioned to be a major
north-south ·artery. However, it
was also never envisioned that a
retirement community 20 miles to
the north called Sun City would
become one of the most successful
developments in Southwest his
tory, or that its success would
spawn a sister community - Sun
City West - seven miles away.

As a result of heavy local and
truck traffic and unprecedented de
velopment in the area, Dysart will
be widened to four lanes within
two years. The county has also

made tentative plans to eventually
widen the road to 6-lanes some
time in the future. It is estimated
that by the year 2005, Dysart will
carry 38,000 vehicles a day.

Litchfield Park resident say they
do not want an artery of this size in
their backyard.

Craig Aper, Litchfield Park city
manager makes as eloquent case
for the residents of his city.

''The future buyers of these
homes will have their own set of
values," Aper began. "But they
won't be moving into a self
contained village - that value will
break down over time, and then the
fabric of the community will begin
to break down."

"You begin to be just a com
munity of 5,000 people with no
thing in common with each other.
You lose the very thing that a lot of
people move to Litchfield Park
for."

Litchfield Park resident Jerry
Overton, a member of the city's
planning and zoning commission,
tried to impress this point on the
participants at the subcommittee
meeting last week.

"Our vision of that area is still
the village concept," Overton said.
''The village concept says that
those commercial areas should be

It

placed inside the core of the
community."

While the subcommittee lis
tened to Overton speak about the
location of commercial develop
ment, they would not hear any ar
guments about the relocation of
Dysart Road.

"From a planning standpoint, it
matters very little to the commis
sion where Dysart Road is," sub
committee chairman Julius Balick
said. "We have the responsibility
to examine the plan that is put be
fore us, and LKY's plan as it
stands right now, has Dysart on its
section line: To consider things
that are outside this application
would set a horrendous
precedent."

In the end, the county and the
developers reached a compromise
while Litchfield Park residents
could only sit by and watch. The
county had listened to their sug
gestions, but their greatest concern
hadn't been discussed.

The county highway department
would like to see Dysart stay on its
section line; Larry Yount doesn't
care where it goes as long as he can
start developing his property; and
the citizens of Litchfield Park de
sperately want it moved as far
away from them as possible.
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adjusted to reflect inflation increases.
"When we're talking about phased

development, we clearly recommend
that the state of the market be
analyzed at the time," Quinn said.

After the meeting, Russ Berndt,
another consultant who worked on
the master plan, said, "Our objective
was not to' compete, but to , ..
provide' them (RV users) with a
pristine desert setting."

Some commissioners indicated they
were reluctant to approve a document
they had not seen, although they had
the opportunity to examine a map of
proposed improvements for the
sprawling' recreation area.

Although ,the commission' was
briefed on' .the proposed plan in
September, the document was not
distributed to. itS 13 representatives.

"I don't. see how we can approve
something that is just hanging on the

wall," said Commissioner A. Thyrle
Stapley Jr., referring to the mai-'o

If the commission accepts the plan
at its next meeting, it will be
forwarded to the county Board. of
Supervisors for final approval.

The R-V park is among a myriad of
improvements contained in ~e master
plan. It includes many of the ameni
ties of an urban park while largely
preserving the pristine desert area,

Under the long-range proposal, 500
acres of the area have been designated
for heavy development.

Most of· the recreational facilities,
such as golf courses and picnic sites,
would be concentrated in the north
western corner of the park. The outer
reaches of the park would De. set aside
for .such .activities as 'hiking and
nature studies. ",. .

Projects outlined. in the' proposal
would be completed oyer.·.20 to 25

. years with private and government
funds, ' , ..- See COUNTY, page C

of the' Arizona Travel Parks Associa
tion'and 'manager of the Good Life
Recreational Vehicle Resort, 3403- E,
Main St., Mesa,

"We are already overbuilt and
oversaturated with campsites," .

"There is no way another 200 sites
will make it· at this time," said Paul
Woodring, manager of KOA Phoe
nix-Citrus Grove, 1440 N, CitrlJs
Road, Goodyear. ., ,

"They would be putting three
campsites out of business, trying to
put that out there."

After the meeting, Woodring said
that the proposed county fee of $8 per
night for RVs is so low that taxpayers
ultimately would subsidize the sites,

"The best we can do is $16" per
night, Woodring said,

Tim Quinn, a consultant who
helped prepare the master plan, said
the RV sites would be phased into the
park. .

"It's not feasible that 380 sites
would be developed initially," he said,

The county would not be compet
ing with commercial enterprises be
cause the sites would be operated by a
private concessionaire, Quinn said,

"The market analysis that was done
for concession operators involved a
census of competing facilities, and in
our view, there is a market for that

. level of development ,., in phase
one," he added.

Regarding the proposed $8 rate,
Quinn said the figure was based on
"current dollars" and would be

County. delays
Estrella Park
master plan
Campgrou~d.
managers fear
Ry sjte~ as. rivals
By Joyce Valdez
The Arizona Republic

The Mari<;opa County Parks and
Recreation . Commission has post
poned until Nov. 8 consideration of a
master plan for .. Estrella Mountain'
Regional Park after criticism by
managers' of· 'commercial camp
grounds,

The campground operators ap
peared before the commission Oct. II
to express concerns about a recre
ational-vehicle park planned within
the 19,200-acre mountain park.

The RV sites. would be privately
operated by a concessionaire selected

. by bid, During the first phase of
development, which would conchide
in 1993, as many as 250 units with
electrical and 'Vater hookups would be
constructed, An additional 200 units
would be aMed during the second
phase.if there were sufficient demand.

The campground managers com
plained that the county would be
competing with them if RV campsites
were permitted at the park, which is
three miles south of Goodyear, The
park entrance is at aullard Avenue,
south of Arizona 85,

"There are widespread vacancies all
over the Valley and in your market
area," said Marianne Weins, president

i
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Estrella sale pends on federal okay
of AmCor-Lincoln Savings parting

tial, most likely in a consulting capacity.
Keating has-called the move, in which his

corporation retains ownership of the
Phoenician Resort, Crescent Hotel and Gen
eral Oriental Investment Ltd., a "prudent
business decision." Estimates placed
American Continental's revenue potential
next year at $100 million. The corporation
had reported a $38 million loss for the previ
ous quarter.

Lincoln Savings' local real-estate hold
ings will revert to American Continental as
part of a complicated buy-out that includes a
lO-year loan by Lincoln's new owners at a
10 percent annual interest. Federal banking
authorities had completed a probe into Lin
coln Saving's practices at about the same
time the sale was announced.

Investigators reportedly concluded that
the bank did not keep enough liquid capital,
something American Continental disputed.

The buyer who will oversee Estrella's
further development said he has looked over
the plans.

"Everything that I've seen makes sense
from an engineering standpoint," said Her
man Rappaport, an engineer who has super
vised the building of a varied group of pro
jects across the country including churches
and a large number of McDonald's drive
ins.

Page 3

ing Sept. 29 that the corporation
had no plans to sell Estrella.

An American Continental prop
osal to build a 700-acre landfill in
the Rainbow Valley area met
unanimous opposition from resi
dents there before the plan was
pulled back in November.

The Garden Lakes residential
subdivision in north Avondale is
also part of the proposed sale.

Planned to be the home to 200,000 resi
dents on nearly 20,000 acres, Estrella is "a
real asset to the southwest Valley," Ameri
can Continental spokeswoman Patricia
Johnson said last week. Asked why controv
ersial developer Charles Keating Jr., the
founder and chairman of American Conti
nental, included pet project Estrella in the
sale, Johnson had a frank answer.

"That's his business - he buys things and
lets them go, that's the nature of the game," •
she said. Johnson also said Keating will as
sist the buyers in realizing Estrella's poten-

January 4, 1989

Estrella from page 1-----------
The Lincoln Acquiring Corpo

ration has worked on other savings
and loans, Rappaport said. He
promised the new Lincoln thrust
would be a more "classical" one
for a savings and loan, meaning
less real estate and more loans for
single-family housing.

Officially the vice-president in
charge of real estate, Rappaport
said he didn't agree with recent ar
ticles in Forbes and Barron's ma
gazines knocking Lincoln's
bookkeeping.

Original offers were made to
American Continental by his
group during the summer, Rappa
port said. While Johnson said
American Continental's top ex
ecutives were aware of the negoti
ations for "several months," she
then denied that executive Mark
Voigt was aware of a possible sale
when he assured a Rainbow Valley
resident during a community meet-- -------

Westsider

By Michael Higgins
If American Continental's Dec. 19 sale of

its Lincoln Savings and Loan Association to
a California investment group is approved
by the Federal Home Loan Banking Associ
ation and the California Department of Sav
ings and Loan, the Estrella planned com
munity in southwest Goodyear will go along
with it.

Contacted in Los Angeles, one of the
principals for the purchasing group, said he
liked what he'd seen of Estrella's develop
ment thus far.



This rendering shows proposed development of the 20,000-acre Estrella development in southwest
Goodyear now apparently sold by American Continental along with Avondale's Garden Lakes to
West Coast developers. When and if completed, Estrella would house approximately 200,000
ersons.
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museum, which is expected l?~
vide an annual touristdraw of SIX -

lion visitorS.
Boland said a representative o~ the

Institute for the Study of Amencan
Wars told him Estrella probabl~ ~
the best "setting" for the s:w ~on
museum whose site selectlOll 1S con
tested by New Mexico, Oklahoma
and Pennsylvania

will focus on Ameri-1bemuseum
can military oction from the Revolu-
tionary War right ~p !O Korea and
Vietnam. Site se1ectlon 1S expected by
mid-February·

Another competitor for Btre~ in
1andin the war museum is Red River
Ranc~ west of Casa Grande, a Karl
Eller investment

opening, Voigt said The recent Lin
coln sale will not affect the school's
construction, he added.

In other Btrella-area matters, Re
Corp Partners has formed a new part
nership to buy 320 acres of vacant
land at the southeast comer of Lower
Buckeye and Perryville roads .for a
price of S7.8 million. ~e smgle
family homes will be built on.~
property, executive David ManiatiS
announced ReCorp already owns
2AO acres of residential and commer
cial property eastofEstrella Parkway.

American Continental officer Brad
Boland returned from Wilmin~
DeL recently, enthused over Estrella s
chances of landing a planned war
history museum. Btrella is off~g at
least 160 acres in hopes oflanding the

GovenunentregulatorS have inves
tigated crossover marketing that
clouded the dividing line between
Lincoln Savings and American Conti
nental's operations.

Continental Homes and UDC have
sold 150-160 "custom" homes in
Btrella's second phase to date, Voigt
said Richmond American pulled out
of home building in the community
leading to concem of a slowdown.

Construction of a new elementary
school in Estrella, an addition to the
Liberty Elementary School District
whose land was donated by American
Continental, is moving towards a fall

AmCor offshoot geared up
to 'carry on' development

-----'By Michael Higgins
An offshoot of the American Con

tinental Caporation called AMCOR
Development, Inc., is geared to "cany
on" the development of the
2O,<XX>-acre Estrella planned com
munity in southwest Goodyear, ac
cording to Marl<. Voigt, AMCOR De
velopment's president

In an interview late last week,
Voigt said the new <X'glUlization,
which is starting with a core of20 for
IlX'd American Continental employ
ees, was formed to ''povide continui
ty" for corporate master-planned
communities in Arizona and Color
ado. He estimated the the new deve
lopment company's real-estate man
agement of Btrella would amount to
$100 million in value out of a total
$685 million the company will
handle, but declined to reveal tenD's
of the contract with the Lincoln Ac
quisition Coqxxation, the California
based buyer of the Lincoln Savings
and Loan Association.

Lincoln, a controversial savings
and loan even in these rocky banking
times, was sold by American Conti
nental to Herman Rappaport. Spencer
Scott and others for approximately
$289 million in preferred stock. Ap
proval of the agreement by the Feder
al HomeLoan Banking Association is
needed. A California overseer must
also approve.

The petprojectofAmerican Conti
nental fOUI1der and chief executive
Charles Keating Jr., Estrella's prog-
ress should be handled by the people
who know it "like the bade of our
hand," in Voigt's wOlds. Voigt went
on to say that current development in
Estrella is "rightwhere we want to be"
and that divorcing Btrella from the
direct management of the new owners
of Lincoln Savings was not in re-
SJ)(lIlSe to federal orCalifornia wishes.



Estrella's future becomes clouded
as AmCo declares Chapter 11
By Michael Higgins

American Continental Corporation
founder and Chainnan Charles H. Keating
Jr. vowed Monday morning to fight the
"apalling, ifnot outrageous" conduct of fed
eral banking regulators who took control of
his Lincoln Savings and Loan Association
last Friday. Lincoln, an Irvine, Calif. based
thrift purchased by American Continental
five years ago, has been the subject of an on
going federal investigation for fraud.

The Lincoln takeover occurred one day
after its parent company, American Conti
nental, declared a federal Chapter 11 bank
ruptcy due to assets of $3.9 billion and $2.8
in debts. The bankruptcy was not only the

~ -

nation's ftfth-largest ever, but it far out
stripped any flIed in Arizona previously.

Keating blamed the bankruptcy on regu
lators who blocked two recent attempts by
his corporation to sell Lincoln Savings. He
also accused them ofspreading "fear and pa
ranoia" among his employees when they re
moved flIes they claimed were related to
Lincoln from American Continental's main
office on East Camelback Road.

"I fmd it apalling, ifnot outrageous, that a
federal agency sweeps into Phoenix with a
team of strangers authorized to confiscate
and attempt to operate a business they know
nothing about," he charged. "What are their
credentials? Their qualifications?"

Keating did not take questions from re
porters who attended his Monday-moming
"press conference," which was held at the
Arizona Biltmore. Corporate employees
greeted the chairman with a standing
ovation.

The future of Estrella, the 20,OOO-acre
planned community being built in southwest
Goodyear, has been clouded by the Federal
Home Loan Bank Board's takeover of Lin
coln. Attached a book value of $76 million,
Estrella was expected to be included in any
sale o( Lincoln's assets, as was American

Keating/page 3
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-"We may well become the first
thrift to defend itself to the full ex
tent of our rights," Keating said

A statement issued by Gov.
Rose Mofford's office said in part:
"...there are several quality deve
lopments involved and we do hope
that the courts and the federal
agencies will protect these projects
as much as possible and minimize
the damage to the state and
others..."

Jonathan Laing, the author of an
article in Barron's [mancial maga
zine a few months back that pre
dicted a local downturn, said of
Keating, who paid a number of his
typically-young executives - in
cluding son-in-laws - between
$400,000 and $800,000 a year, not
including stock options, "Charlie
and his family have always oper
ated: They want to get their's up
front."

thing was going to happen," Har
bushka said. Both Harbushka and
lhe president of the Western Gate
way development team, John Mis
tler, stressed that southwest Valley
amenities, including proximity to
rail and Interstate 10, the open
spaces lifestyle and lower costs
lhan on the Eastside, should con
tinue to attract investors such as
Rubbermaid and Miller's Outpost

Keating, meanwhile, will con
tinue to joust with federal authori
ties who are now echoing a previ
ous position taken by the San
Francisco division of the Federal
Home Loan Bank in 1987 that Lin
coln was poorly-managed. Indus
try analyst Herb Ely said Lincoln
was overextended for at least two
years.

Please see KeatingJpage 16

The bank board had reportedly
asked Keating to put some of his
personal finances behind the
institution.)

Corporate spokesman Thomas
Connally said a sale of Lincoln
could go through at any time "de
pending on the actions of the bank
board."

Westside commercial-property
values are expected to decline as a
result of the Estrella downturn.
Pastin termed the developments
"bad news" for those banking on
Westside real estate. "It's certain
ly, without a doubt, a time of un
certainty for us now," according to
Michael Harbushka, the co-owner
of ERA Tres Realty in Goodyear.
The bankruptcy wasn't a shock to
local realtors, he added.

"Most everybody felt some-

called subordinate debentures,
which Lincoln promoted, have no
guarantee.

Stock for American Continental
dropped to 1 from a high of 3 last
week with a high volume in sales.

American Continental's bank
ruptcy reorganization was '"as
signed to Judge Sarah Sharer Cur
ley of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court
in downtown Phoenix. The corpo
ration has 120 days to submit a
plan outlining their proposed reor
ganization - and how creditors
will be satisfied - with the judge
ruling on its reasonableness. (In
siders say Keating and American
Continental preferred this ap
proach to having bank regulators
reach into the corporation to prop
up the ailing thrift, which was pur
chased for $51 million in 1984.

"I wish American Continental
well because we have as big a stake
in the operation as American Con
tinental," Goodyear City Manager
Ernie Kleinschmidt commented.
According to city officials, Goo
dyear's inclusion in a list of credi
tors submitted in federal bankrupt
cy court April 13 by American
Continental and its 11 subsidiaries
was the result of a small debt re
lated to monthly service fees.

The FSLIC (Federal Home
Loan Insurance Corp.) was named
by the bank board as the conserva
tor for Lincoln. Another federal
agency, this one regulating deposit
insurance, will oversee the
29-branch S&L's operations. De
posits are insured up to the federal
$100,000 limit, although a high
interest form of secondary note

Keating from page1-----------------------
Continental's Garden Lakes subdi
vision in Avondale. (Now largely
completed, Garden Lakes, has
been sold off to subdevelopers, the
plan for Estrella also.)

Although Goodyear officials
pointed to a system of roads, light
ing, water and sewer lines already
built for Estrella - "The infra
structure is about 99 percent com
plete," said City Attorney Thomas
Judd - questions abound about
the development Keating often
billed as a gateway to Los Angeles.

"Estrella is a very expensive
wild card," Arizona State Univer
sity management professor Mark
Pastin said on a KTAR-AM talk
show Monday morning. Without
American Continental's money
flowing freely during the build-up
period, "Nobody knows what will
happen to Estrella," according to
Pastin.

And while UOC Homes sales
representative Mike Bernas said I
his company's plans to build 446 :
homes during upcoming phases of
the project have not been "put I
back" by the developments, he ad
mitted concern about how "pheno
menal" plans for common grounds i
would now be performed by Keat
ing's corporation.

As of Monday evening, an
American Continental spokesman
could not comment on whether an
elementary school being built by
the corporation in the Estrella area,
scheduled to open in September,
would be affected. A secretary at
the-Liberty School District said the
school was unaware of any
changes. (The district superinten-
dent was out of town.) >(
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By Joyce Valdez
The Arizona Republic

Sun Valley isn't only a water-bed
store.

That is one of the messages
developers hope to convey about their
48,000-acre master-planned commu
nity near Buckeye.

Brian McBain, executive vice presi
dent for marketing and communica
tions for Burns International Corp. of
Phoenix, one of the investment groups
developing Sun Valley, recently
briefed Buckeye officials on an exten
sive marketing and public-relations
campaign in the works.

Burns International, along with 74
other investment groups that own
property in Sun Valley, comprise the
Sun Valley Owners Association,
which has asked Buckeye to annex the
area. Town Attorney Paul Faith has
reviewed the first draft of an annex
ation agreement and has asked the
association to make some revisions.

The Town Council, meanwhile, has
promised to schedule public meetings
on the annexation issue before taking
any action.

With the Sun Valley annexation,
Buckeye would balloon into the
Valley's second-largest city in area.

The town encompasses about 125

square miles, including land jhat has
been strip-annexed. Combined with
the 76 square miles of Sun Valley, the
total area would exceed Scottsdale's
183 square miles and Mesa's 108
square miles. Phoenix, the largest city
in the Valley, has 323.97 square miles.

Currently in the early stages of
development, Sun Valley is about 20
miles northwest of the centcr of town.
At full development in 30 to 50 years,
it will have a projected population of
about 355,080. There are no homes
built yet.

McBain jokcd that when he talks
abput Sun Valley, he is often asked,

e

"You mean the water-bed store?"
McBain predicted that it is only a

matter of time before residents of
Phoenix and the east Valley think of a
community, not flotation sleep, when
Sun Valley is mentioned.

"We do have a job to communicate
what we mean by Sun Valley,"
McBain said during a Nov. I Town
Council meeting.

"We're talking about a significant
place, a place (that will be) kind of
like a new city."

A theme has been created to
heighten Sun Valley's identity with
the public and potential investors.

The theme is, "Tomorrow is
dawning in the west in Sun Valley," a
reference to the area's future.

Sun Valley's rcsidents would run
the gamut from professionals to
high-technology plant workers,
McBain predicted. The cost of single
family housing probably would be
under $100,000 in the early phases,
reflecting the west Valley's lower
housing costs.

The marketing campaign will uti
lize brochures, slide prcsentations,
commercials and press releases in
what McBain characterized as a
totally "integrated communications
program."

Among the area's assets, according

to McBain, is easy accessibility to
downtown Phoenix. The developer is
nearing completion of the 30-mile Sun
Valley Parkway that will link up to
Interstate 10.

The $82 million road, to be deeded
to the county by the developer, is
expected to be open by Jan. 15.

The parkway and the new freeway
systcm puts downtown Phoenix
within a 45- to 50-minute drive from
Sun Valley, McBain said.

"A 45-minute drive is a breeze if
you come from any other place in the
world," he said. "People who .come
here from all over the country find the
drive very, very palatable."

With its desert and mountain
scenery, the area also is loaded with
environmental appeal, McBain said.

Marketing cffprts also capitalize on
Phoenix's slowed but continued popu
lation growth, the west Valley's
proximity to the California financial
market and a state economy that is
still comparatively healthy.

The Valley's soft economy has not
soured plans for the development,
McBain indicated.

"We recognize all is not roses," he
said. "We are in a cyclical slump, but
the key is that it is cyclical. We're not
in a downward slide."

e
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Sun Valley Commercial files Chapter 11
By Bob Allen

The Sun Valley Commercial
Group, a general par1nership which
held 183 acres in the Sun Valley area
west of the White Tanks, filed bank
ruptcy papers at U.S. District Court
Nov. 17. Although it was given an
unsecured loan of $31,366 from
Bums International Inc., a spokes
man for Bums said that the failure
should not be considered a reflection
of the overall status of the
48,OOO-acre project

'They have a number Of pieces of
real estate that they're attempting to
reorganize," said allorney Terry
Dake of Beus, Gilbert, Wake and
Morrill, who represents the commer
ciaI group. Dake filed the papers,
which were signed by general man
aging partner Donald Miltz.

"We will be filing petitions and
schedules," Dake said. Slate law re
quires the debtor to file a disclosure
statement within 10 days of initial
filing to show credilOrs what caused
the financial failure. "The debtor
proposes a plan which tells the credi
tors how its going to cure its past
indebtedness."

If the U.S. Bankruptcy Court does
not accept the plan, Sun Valley
Commercial Group will have to liq
uidate its resources.

The commercial group has appa
rently been unable to pay its assess
ment for the recently-completed Sun
Valley Parkway which stretches
from Interstate 10 at 333rd Avenue
to Bell Road north of the White
Tank Mountains.

The Chapter 11 filing reports be
tween 50 and 100 creditors are owed
money which IOtals in excess of $1
million. Bums International is the
largest unsecured claimant named,
but the financial problems of the
partnership are costing the majority
Sun Valley landholder presently in
terms of investor uncertainty.

"It's an 183-acre parcel," said
spokesman Brian McBain of Bums
International. "All that means at this
point in time is that any dealings on
it have to be done throught the bank
ruptcy court"

"But that's not us and we don't
own it"

McBain said that Bums Interna
tional has no interest in the property,
but is just a creditor of the group.

'The Sun Valley Owners Associ
ation consists of about 79 land
owning bodies, one of which is this
Sun Valley Commercia~" McBain
said. ''The name is unfortunate be
cause it makes everyone think that
the whole of Sun Valley is going in-

10 bankruptcy, which is far from the
case."

McBain said the 183 acres is a
small amount compared to the
48,000 acres involved. The scattered
parcels involved are near Interstate
10 but do not have any frontage on
the parlcway.

Although the Sun Valley Park
way is open, worle continues as the
land owners fulfill county require-

ments involving cattle fencing.
Farm-grazing is subject to much
lower property taxes. The use of
grazing to keep taxes down has be
come a higWy-publicized issue. Sun
Valley's former Bureau of Land
Management acreage was used for
grazing land in the past. But the
company official says Bums Interna
tional has not begun shipping in
cattle---yet

"It may well happen," admits
McBain of the cattle-grazing ploy.

Bums International and Sun Val
ley Owners Association continue
their pursuit of annexation by Buck
eye. The main benefit of the annexa
tion would guarantee the develop
ment a ready supply of water 
which Sun Valley could reciprocate
at a later date once its water utility is
complete.
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.Sun Valley called 'trap for investors'
Local broker details woes of Arizona real estate market
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"That is the cause of most of the
banks' problems," he said. Arizo
na savings institutions are getting
heavy blame for the problems.

The two groups hurt worst are
investors who are going to lose
their money and the sellers who
sold over-priced land and were
counting on the money.

Ross Realty has taken its share
of hits, joining most Valley
brokerages. Income from broker
age business is down and syndi
cating of land has 'become very
difficult.

"Our company is in the mode of
operating on a greatly reduced
budget and struggling just like a
lot of other people are," he said,
Ross is glad that he kept his staff
small, meaning that he hasn't had
to cut any employees.

Ross said attrition is common in
the brokerage business.

The realty firm has three types
of investments; personal invest
ments, brokerage property and
syndicated property.

Ross presenlly lists about $100
million in property, predominately
between 43rd Avenue and the
Harquehala Valley, which is com
parable to other years. But the
amount being sold has decreased
drastically.

excess of the fundamental value of
it.

"The fundamental value is
based upon water, transportation,
location, constraints to growth and
price," he said. "In the 1985-87
period, they paid way too much
for the land and dido't have the
staying power."

A lack of staying power in the
land swapping business is exem
plified by investors who took
short-term loans or told partners
that they would not have to hold
the land for a long period of time.

"Consequently, what you're
seeing right now is most of those
types of purchases backing up," he
continued. "There's a large num
ber of people just walking away
from land that was bought through
financings. There's a large num
ber of negotiated payments, usual
ly spread out over a longer
period."

The walking away has become
common because much of the land
sales in Arizona are done on a
non-recourse business, which al
low buyers to walk away. This
gives the bank the dilemma of
continuing to fund the loan or not.
Many of the banks make the loan
in second position, with the idea
that the land would sell and the
banks would earn interest and a
participation in the profits of the
venture, Ross explained.

By Bob Allen
A Westside real estate investor

is calling the massive Sun Valley
Development west of the White
Tanks Mountains "a trap for
investors." j

"It's not isolated to Sun Val- i
ley," Roy Ross of Roy Ross Real- >.

ty in Avondale told Westsider in ~
an exclusive interview. ''There's a &.
lot of (U.S. Bankruptcy Court) ~

Chapter II's being filed to try and ~
give time until this depression, re- ~
cession,lull, whatever you want to
call it, passes."

Will the real-estate bankruptcy Roy Ross
filings increase?

"I would think, yes, it will
spread in a lot of places and Sun
Valley also," he said.

Roy Ross, who went to Avon
dale Elementary, Tolleson High
School and the University of Ar

a izona, has been buying and selling
• land here for 12 years.

Ross, who fanned and ranched
in Sonora, Mexico for 12 years
until returning here in 1971, still
maintains a produce business
south of the border.

"When I came back from Mex
ico, I came back broke," he says.
But he became involved in selling
land and syndicating land.

Since that time, he has seen sev
eral downturns in the real estate
industry, but describes the present
weakness as "the worst." Other
downturns were in 1965 and 1978.

"Basically, the cause of today's
downturn was the land price was
accelerated to an extent due to the
excess availability of capital," he
told us. "That's a nice way to say
it. Another way to say it is that
there were too many people, who
did not know what they were do
ing, out buying land and they had
plenty of sources of money to do
it."

As a consequence, a lot of the
~ land in this Valley and the sur-
• rounding area was "grossly over

bought," he says, meaning that
prices were paid which were far in



"We're down between 60 and
70 percent compared to 1985,"
Ross estimates. In 1985, Ross sold
about $100 million in property.

Although it has been tough
sledding in 1988, he feels that ac
tivity improved late in the year.
Smaller outfits are moving to the
Valley, and the excess of office
space is being absorbed by the
market.

While the Superconducting
Super Collider was considered a
major loss to the real estate indus
try by some brokers and realtors,
Ross thinks some were using it as
an excuse for losses in property'
investments.

"Everybody made mistakes,"
he said. "The Super Collider
would have been a big boon for
the area, but it's really not a nega
tive that it didn't come. We're go
ing to grow anyway."

The Sun Valley area is a "real
trap" [or investors, he told us.

"It's strictly my opinion, but I
think that, in some cases where the
higher prices for land were paid,
that and the bonded indebtedness
out there creates a situation in
which it will be very difficult for
an investor to realize a return on
his investment"
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SUD Valley,
Buckeye talks
reaching end
By Linda Hilton .

After several months of meetmgs, presen-
tations and delays, negotiations between the
town of Buckeye and the Sun V~ley Own
ers' Association are approaching agree
ment Although there are, a~ording to bo~
Buckeye Attorney P~ul FaIth. and owners
representative Paul Gilbert, sull some ~mall
items to be cleared up, the process leadin~ ~o
annexation has reached a point where It IS
time to conduct public hearings.

Two puhlic hearings will be held at the
Buckeye Community Cen~er; Feb. 1 and
Feb. 22. Both meetings begm at 7 p.m. Rep
resentatives from the Sun Valley devel~pers
will be on hand with a ten- to f1fteen-~mute

presentation before openi~g the meetmg to
questions from the publIc.

The 38,000-acre plan~ed development
lies approximately 15 miles northwest of
Buckeye, north of Interstate 10 and west of
the White Tank Mountains. Ifannexed. .Sun
Valley would make Buckeye g~graP~I~
ly one of the five largest munl.clpallue: ,m
the state. At present, the only Sign of dJ~e
lopment is the Sun Valley Parkway, which
extends from 1-10 at Palo Verde Road to
Bell Road north of the White Tanks.

Please see Sun Valley/page 12

Sun Valley from page 1

Although the highway project,
which was funded entirely by the
Sun Valley owners, was com
pleted ahead of schedule and under
budget, defaults on bond payments
have caused concern. The bonding
debt approaches $2,000 or more
per acre, a rather heavy burden for
undeveloped "pristine" desert 15
miles from the nearest town. The
burden becomes even heavier in
light of recent downturns in the
Valley's real estate market

Since early 1988, the Sun Val
ley owners and the town of Buck
eye have been negotiating to have
the area annexed. At the Jan. 17
Buckeye Town Council meeting,
Faith said, "I feel most of the legal
and administration problems have
been taken care of, and it's time to
go ahead and put this before the
public."

The final decision on annexa
tion will be made by the Town
Council. Vice mayor Tim Grandy,
who has often been outspoken on
the subject, said in a phone inter
view with Westsider, "I am going
to go into the meetings with a
semi-open mind. There are still
several things to work out. My per
sonal viewpoint is that Buckeye
has to get something from them
(Sun Valley) up front in order for
this to be ofbenefit to the town. My
greatest fear is that if we don't get
it up front, they are going to grow,
with their money and their com
mercial development, and we're
going to sit here and do nothing."

Grandy suggested that one thing
the town might request would be
an interchange at Watson Road
which would provide access to the
east end ofBuckeye from 1-10. Be
cause of the potential financial im
balance between Buckeye and the
growth envisioned for Sun Valley,
Grandy fears the situation between
the town and developers will re
main an adversarial relationship.

Councilman Henry Dvojack's
support is more enthusiastic.

"I.hope we do get it, because the

town needs it," he stated emphati
cally. "But I have one reservation.
I want to see the contract I want to
make sure the town is in good
shape, not obligated. It's a long
term project; I think it will be the
end of 1990 before they can even
state to build. Until then, the tax
base will help, and as Sun Valley
grows, with houses and stores and
so on, you get more taxation."

With the time for preparing the
annual municipal budget drawing
close, funds both incoming and
outgoing are of concern.

IfBuckeye does annex Sun Val
ley, the town would be held re
sponsible for maintenance ofpubl
ic property, such as streets, water
and sewers lines and other munici
pal services. As Dvojack pointed
out, this could become expensive,
however, "There's no mainte
nance in a new development, so
you can build up some cash in ad
vance from those taxes. If the in
frastructure is built right, you
could go five, ten, even maybe 15
years before things need repair.
Streets might be sooner, but you
still get some time to build up cash
in advance.

"And we dearly need some of
the facilities available to a larger
population. There are lots of things
we'd like to do but we don't have
the tax base, and without that you
just can't do it," Councilman Dvo
jack said.

Buckeye Councilwoman Alice
Charman stated at an earlier coun
cil meeting that there are still many
questions to be answered about
Sun Valley. The financial health of
the developers will likely come
under close scrutiny. The agree
ment drafted between the town and
Sun Valley will be studied and
analyzed. The February public
hearings will offer an opportunity
for interested arid concerned citi
zens to ask questions and demand
answers from the developers.
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annexation
hearing he d
By Linda Hilton

The first of two scheduled public hearings on
the proposed armexation of the 48,(XX}·acre Sun
Valley Project by the Town of Buckeye was
held Wednesday evening, Feb. 1. Between 60
and 70 citizens of the area attended.

The meeting opened with a twenty minute
presentation by Paul Gilbert. attorney for the
Sun Valley Owners' Association. Gilbert ex
plained what and where Sun Valley is and how
the development of the area will affect Buckeye
as a community.

An armexation studyconducted by A- West
Engineering, consultants for the town, recom
mended certain safeguards toensureagainstbur
dening the existing tax base with expense:; in ex
cess of revenues from the Sun Valley property,
but the bottom line was that A-N West recom-

A mended proceeding with armexation.
.., "The property will someday be developed,"

Gilbert said "Sun Valley will have more impact
(on Buckeye) than anyotherdevelopmenton the
Westside, so Buckeye should have control."

In responding to a question regarding why the
Sun Valley is eager to be armexed by Buckeye,
Gilbert said, "There is already awateragreement
in place between the town and Sun Valley, so it
follows that we would work with the same pe0
ple. Also, there is a new legislative statute, the
Cooununity Facilities Service statute that pr0
vides a way for owners to finance the building of
the infrastructure-roods. water and sewer
plants-butonly if the development is within an
incoqx>rated municipality."

rd. 8 I /'7~9

Without annexation. Sun Valley
would remain an unincorporated tmt
ofMari~County and therefore be
ineligible for these benefits.

Sgt Di:k Sartor of the Buckeye
Police Department stated that he
heard another community may be
competing with Buckeye for the ¢
vi1ege of armexation.

"Surprise thinks Buckeye is found
ering," Sartor said "They are waiting
for Buckeye to fall, so Surprise can
jump in."

Bob Williams, presidentof the Sun
Valley 0wneIs Association; admitted
that there was some truth in Sartor's
remade.

"Surprise is very active," Williams
said "An 8,(XX)-acre parcel adjacent
to Sun Valley is already in the process
of being armexed to Surprise and they
have expressed an interest in another
7,500-acre parcel also."

Annexation of Sun Valley by Sur
IXise would allow the developers the

the property to be completely deve
loped for many years.

Brian McBain, a representative of
Burns International. which owns the
northern 28,(XX) acres of Sun Valley,
briefly explained the kinds of indus
tries that will targeted for
development

"We are primarily looking at
warehousing and distribution busines
ses. Another area is low tech
manufacturing."

There will be no development until
full annexation. and no building can
begin until 1990 when the Sun Valley
parkway bond issue is senled Wil
liams assured the crowd that all de
faults on the parkway bond have been
cured.

Property within each area of the de
velopment will be set aside for
schools, and five acres will be donated
for town facilities. All fire, water, sew
er, and police facilities will be re-

advantages of the Community Facili
ties legislation. They apparently re
mained firmly committed to Buckeye,
although the possibility of going to
Surprise ifBuckeye doesn't go ahead
with armexation is open.

One major concern was the availa
bility of wateI. Williams explained
that the area was carefully examined
and tested by hydrologists, who re
ported a 4.8 million acre foot supply,
which if it met all the other state
groundwater code restrictions would
amount to the required 100 years
supply. Buckeye realtor Bob Tow
ner expressed concern over the cur
rent surplus ofavailable land when he
asked, "Are you aware that there is al
ready an estimated 40 to 60 year supp
ly ofbuilding lots between Sun Valley
and Phoenix?"

Gilbert answered that they are
counting on the much lower cost of
the Sun Valley property to boost de
velopment, but there are no plans for

quired by the annexation agreem~t to
be funded by the developers on a pay
as you go" basis, with no funds from
the existing Town of Buckeye. Buck
eye's current zoning ordinances will

apply 100 percent to the Sun Valley
area.

A second public hearing is planned
for Feb. 22 at 7 p.m. at the Buckeye
Community Center.



J ~o~!n Webb eyes
third 'Sun City'

Del Webb Corp., developer of Sun City,
Sun City West and two other retirement
communities in other states, wants a third
community in the Valley.

"We are looking for a new site in the
Phoenix metropolitan area so that we will
have available here an adult community
well into the next century," said Webb
Chairman and CEO Phillip Dion earlier this
month.

Dion said that the market for adult com
munities had changed significantly.

"In the 1960s when Webb fir t entered
the adult community business, the market
bought what was available," he said. "The
adult home buyer today is more sophisti
cated, healthier, wealthier, better informed,
has more time and more resources to com
pare the many different communities."

Dion told shareholders in March t.'1at be
fore Sun City West is completed in late
1992, Webb will have purchased a new site
in Maricopa County.

But shareholders were warned at that
time to expect a net corporate loss for 1988.

"I must admit that a year ago I had good
reason to doubt that my tenure as CEO of
Del Webb Corporation would last this
long," Dion said Nov. 2.

Dion, who took over as chairman from
resigning Robert Swanson Nov. 16, 1987,
saw Webb suffer major losses during the
second half of 1987, a major reorganization
within management due to the losses, the
layoff of 231 headquarter employees and
the selling of two of the three major seg
ments of its business.

Please see Webb/page 8
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Phillip Dion

The corporation dealt the Mint
in Las Vegas and the Nevada Club
in Laughlin for a total of $67 mil
lion in cash. Other recreational
properties are expected to be sold

by year's end [or an additional $77
million.

The sale helped Webb post a
$5.3-million profit for the third
quarter this year, despite a loss
from continuing operations and a
$800,000 loss in the second quar"
ter of 1988.

The High Sierra Hotel in Lake
Tahoe and the Clairidge Hotel in
New Jersey are also on the block.

"With the restructuring com
pleted, Webb will be one of the
most well-capitalized and conser
vatively leveraged public real es
tate companie in the country,"
Dion said in his prepared remarks,
a copy of which was obtained by
Westsider.

Clearly, the abundance of cash
is considered protection against
buy-outs, such as the one prop
osed by a California-based part
nership in July for $161 million.

In August, Webb spumed the 0[

fer, which offered shareholders
$17.50 per share, compared to the
$14.50 for which the 9.2 million
outstanding shares were selling.

"Not serious" is how Webb of
ficials described the offer to West
sider at the time.

Trouble dogged the company in
early 1988.

May 17, the Arizona Republic
reported that the company was be
i?g sued for a buyout capiLaliza
non plan Webb completed with a
subsidiary, Del E. Webb Invest
ment Properties Inc.

The suit by Los Angeles deve
loper John C. Cushman III, ac
cording to the story, charged the
company with mismanagement. It
was the second suit alleging mis
management filed in federal court
against Webb in 30 days.

Then, in August, 11 current and
former Webb officials, including
former chairman Swanson and
Dion, were accused of insider
trading by another suit in Marico
pa County Superior Court. Rod
ney Sheilds of Chandler claimed
that. Swanson profited unjustly by
selhng 70,000 shares of stock in
mid-1987 before Webb's financial
difficulties were revealed.

Dion used his speech Nov. 2 to
depict Webb as a company which
was doing its homework to protect
stockholder's investments.

"Evaluate Del Webb as a long
term investment," he beckoned.
"We will not comprimise value
creation at the expense of quarter
to-quarter earnings increases in a
business that is inherently cyclical
and multi-year in nature."
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SunCor proceeding with Eastside work
SunCor Development Com

pany, which made an announce
ment on Monday regarding the
60-year-old Wigwam Resort in
Litchfield Park, has begun work
on a $1 million project on the
Eastside. _
6.1-mile extension of Tatum
Boulevard from the Central Arizo
na Project (CAP) canal to Tatum
Ranch, for the development com
pany's 1,400-acre master-planned
community in northeast Phoenix.

The two-lane section of road is
expected to be completed by mid
February, according to Tatum
Ranch Project Manager Tony
Camberlango. Bentsen Contract
ing, Inc. has been selected as
contractor.

"Once completed, Tatum Blvd.
will directly link Tatum Ranch
with North Phoenix, Paradise Val
ley and Scottsdale. It will be a

lO-minute drive from Tatum
Ranch to the Paradise Valley Mall
area," Camberlango said. "This
will mark a significant step in
property development north of the
Central Arizona Project and furth
er emphasizes SunCor's commit
ment to Tatum Ranch."

Infrastructure on Phases I and
II, representing about 50 percent
of the entire project, is nearing

completion. Model homes are ex
pected to be constructed during
the first quarter of 1989.

SunCor is a wholly-owned sub
sidiary of Pinnacle West Capital
Corporation, parent company of
Arizona Public Service Company,
MeraBank, Malapai Resources
Company and El Dorado Invest
ment Company, partial owner of
the Phoenix Suns.
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jer said his organization hopes to nearly dou
ble that amount, setting 2500 as a target for
the petitions.

Conceding that the issue of incorporation
is a "very emotional" one in Sun City West,
Spanjer said putting the issue to a vote is
"the only democratic way. The president
waved offany comparison to the most recent
of Arizona's 83 incorporated areas, Sedona
and Litchfield Park.

Sun City West has a different set of con
cerns, Spanjer said, going on to point to the
region's much larger population (approxi
mately 16,000), a number he believes would
make it the largest population to incorporate
in Ariwna history.

A transition ofcontrol from the commun
ity's developer, Del Webb Communities,
Inc., to another agency that would take
charge of services is expected to take place
sometime between 1992 and 1994. To plan
for that, PORA completed a three-year study
that came out in favor of incorporating into a
limited-charter fonn of government

If PORA obtains the necessary signa
tures, as expected, an incorporation vote
could be held by December.

On the legislative front, bills that would
scuttle the controversial "Sun City school
tax," an equalizing property tax levied upon
those who reside in areas not having school
districts enacted during the last days of the
1988 session, were introduced in both the
Ariwna House and Senate.

By Michael Higgins
PORA (Property Owners and Residents

Association), an influential Sun City West
group, will hold a press conference Thurs
day to announce the kickoff of theirpetition
gathering campaign to place the issue of in
corporation before the unincorporated
community's 12,000 or so voters.

An estimated l300 signatures would be
needed to bring the issue to a vote, according
to a PORA official. New President Al Span-

Sun ity West group
targets incorporation

SC West from page 1 - 1ge 2

And, judging by the broad sup
port of co-sponsors, the attempt to
halve the current rate seems popu
lar. lIB 2155, the House version
introdUced by Rep. Nancy Wessel
(R-Phoenix) has 15 representa
tives listed as co-sponsors. A Se
nate bill introduced by Bob Denny
(R-Litehfield Park) features eight
senators signing on.

Although Republicans domi-
nate the Westside seats, Democra
tic Rep. Henry Evans of District 6
added his name to the effort

Ifpassed, the qualifying tax rate
for non-district homeowners
would stay at $2.36 per $100 of
assessed property valuation, rather
than phasing upwards to $4.72 by
1997, as currently planned.
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ners because they discourage residential
construction.

'This is a long-term project and it will be
15-20 years prior to its built out period,"
Collins said. According to the proposed de
velopment agreement, if the developer will
survey, study and deliniate a municipal park
along the Agua Fria River, the city will
spend $350,000 improving the roads
through the project, as well as do master
sewer, drainage and water studies for the
area, all within two years.

Please see Development/page 2
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Van Buren St.

federal government. With the construction
of the levy along the Agua Fria, the Marico
pa County Flood Control District is request
ing that the Federal Emergency Manage
ment Agency revise the designation.
Concern for water problems still exists.
Some ponding has been observed on the
parcel following heavy rain.

"If the feds don't say that the lOO-year
floodplain has disappeared, it would make
us re-examine the whole proposal;' Collins
said. A decision by the federal government
is expected before the end of the year.

The city is enthusiastic that industrial
section of the 667-acre plan borders the
Southern Pacific rail corridor. While Avon
dale has wanted new projects to exploit ac
cess to the railway, the new Pollack plan re
flects one of the first to actually do it.

The industrial designation also follows a
power-line corridor. Power lines vex plan-

Site of proposed 667-acre Pollack development in Avondale.

By Bob Allen
Although the decision occurred after

Westsider press time, the city of Avondale
was prepared Tuesday night to authorize
the second largest single land project in the
city's history.

Avondale Land Partners and Phoenix
Western Gateway Associates, represented
by Mike Curley, requested the rezoning of
667 acres east of the Agua Fria River and
west of 115th Avenue, and south of Van
Buren Street to a point one-half mile south
of Buckeye Road.

According to Avondale planner Maggie
Collins, the city is hoping to encourage the
project's success by assisting with infra
structure improvements.

Mayor Lowell Riefkohl believes that Av
ondale can trust developer Elliot Pollack,
who has spearheaded the project, to foster
the success of the district which will include
a combination of low-, medium- and heavy
density residential, commercial and
industry.

The Avondale City Council has been
considering the project for a long time. In
July, the council approved a comprehensive
plan map amendment for the project.

At that time, Curley told the council that
the project's concept was drawn from the
highly-regarded Indian Bend development
in Scottsdale.

Curley said 300 acres would be residen
tial. Homes will range from $60,000 to
$110,000 for "middle-income" buyers, he
said.

Collins sees comparisons between the
Pollack project and Garden Lakes, the
700-acres American Continental Develop
ment Company development at Indian
School Road along 107th Avenue. Avon
dale is eager to repeat its success with
another major project

"It's comparable," Collins said. "It's a
different kind of project though in that its
much more 'mixed-use', whereas Garden
Lakes has been residentiaL"

She praised the notion of planned build
up as an orderly extension of development,
compared to more "piece-meal" in other
parts of the city's planning area.

The currently:vacant land is presently
designated 'open-space floodplain' by the

-------===---------------:~~~

Huge development pl~FLOOD,~~

slated for Avondale s~r-r:~
( U

) "



~-/ 7

Page 2

" .
I

".,f
<

" . September 7".1988 Westsider . -

Development ~oof~ 1
.The city thinks a larger deve

loper like Pollack has a better
chance of following through than
some of the smaller-scale projects
that have been proposed. Avon
dale has taken some' heat for ap
proving a project on the northwest
comer of McDowell and 99th Av
enue .. ·The commercially-zoned
land has remained an open field
for years.

How does the city kno that it
is not going to be· duped on this
project?

"We don't," admits Collins.
But Avondale remains optimis

tic. Half of the land, about 300 of
the acres, is proposed for commer
cial and industrial. If even half of.
that developed in a reasonable
time period, that would be very
good for Avondale's ecornony.

-'-----J

-Avondale planner Maggie Collins hopes that the project will con
tinue the city's success in encouraging major dE1velopments.
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Goodyear deannexation
taken under advisement

Please see Deannex/page 14

in October 1987. The property in
question now largely belongs to
Goodyear, although Avondale
boundaries could change slightly
as a result. If approved, the land
would most likely become part of
the new municipality of Litchfield
Park.

A paper by an Arizona State University
economics professor that said that small ci
ties in Maricopa County were facing unique
annexation problems was another point of
debate Monday.

Williams said James Chalmes' work
showed that aggressive annexing by small
cities such as Goodyear, which had grown to
become the state's fourth-largest in area at
the time, proved that the situation was outof
control. According to Attorney Rich Alcorn
representing Goodyear, the paper was "self
serving."

Subsequent attempts by Goo
dyear to have the state Supreme
Court and the Court of Appeals
take the matter up in expedited
special sessions were turned down.
After Monday's hearing, the court
did not say when a decision could
be expected.

The Phoenix division of the Arizona
Court of Appeals heard a one-hour debate on
the City of Goodyear's attempt to block the
deannexation of approximately 4,500 acres
Monday afternoon. The three-judge panel
issued no opinion, taking the case on
advisement

The judges questioned Goodyear's rea
soning that the 1986 deannexation law con
stituted "special and local" legislation be
cause it did not extend a limited chance for
deannexation to all municipalities in Mar
icopa County.

Introduced by Sen. Hal Runyan and Rep.
Bob Denny, Litchfield Park residents, the
deannexation law permitted landholders to
petition superior court for deannexation
from municipalities with populations small-
er than 11,000 before Sept. I, 1987.

The law was "a comprehensive statute"
that also toughened the annexation process,
among other things, attorney Lonnie Wil
liams, representing SunCor Development
Corporation and 54 other landholders, told
the judges. "Who decides what cities are si
milarly situated?" he asked before providing
his answer - the legislature.

At the time the law was passed, however,
it was generally acknowledged in the legis
lature that it was specifically aimed at the
Goodyear-Litchfield Park situation and if
Gilbert had been included in the bill, it
would have been killed by East Valley
legislators.

Deannex from page 1-------
Goodyear's contention that

since cities like Gilbert were not
included in the law's provisions it
represented "arbitrary exclusions"
endured tough queries from the
judges. "Counsel, how can some
thing be arbitrary if it has a rational
basis?" presiding Judge Noel Fidel
asked. Judge William Eubank con
fessed to having "real problems"
following how the case could be
termed special legislation.

A Maricopa County Superior

I
Court judge upheld the right of
SunCor and the others to deannex
land in the area of Dysart and Per

I_ryvilleroads and from Interstate 10- ---.:..------------J



Litchfield Park residents will
oppose LKY plan at meeting
By Brian Alcorn
Westsider staff writer

As many as 200 Litchfield Park
residents are expected to attend a
Maricopa County Planning and
Zoning Commission meeting
Thursday to oppose a controversial
development plan.

However, the plan probably will
be approved by the commission
and sent on to the county board of
supervisors.

The supervisors must give fmal
approval before construction can
begin on Wigwam Creek, an
850-acre community that would
border Litchfield Park. on the east,
between Indian School and Camel
back along Dysart Road.

The master plan for Wigwam
Creek has sparked a battle between
Litchfield Park residents and LKY
Development Co., owners of the
pro~rty, because ofa revision that
leaves Dysart Road on its current
county section line, rather than
moving it a quarter-mile to the east
as originally proposed.

A planning and zoning subcom
mittee, after meeting with rep-

resentatives of LKY Development
Co., approved the master plan,
with revisions that provide buffer
ing between Wigwam Creek's two
main commercial developments
and Litchfield Park residences.

Litchfield Park. citizens con
tend, however, that only relocating
the road will guarantee an adequ
ale buffer between their homes and
the two 35- and 30-acre commer
cial areas proposed for land along
Dysart Road.

Andy Anderson, co-chairman
for the Litchfield Park Citizens
League, said the group has been
organizing opposition to the plan,
and that anywhere from one
hundred to two hundred residents
could pack the supervisors' audi
torium on Thursday.

"We're hoping to at least get a
hundred people out there," Ander
son said Monday. "We had 30 or
40 at the last meeting, and we we
ren't even organized yet."

The commission last month de
layed action on the master plan for
Wigwam Creek mainly because of
protests by Litchfield Park re.si
dents. Instead of approving the

plan, the commission referred it
back to subcommittee, where the
compromise on buffering was
reached.

As part of the compromise,
LKY Development has agreed to
build a six-foot high berm between
the commercial sites and Dysart
Road. Additionally, LKY prom
ised not to construct any major
buildings within 275 feet of the
Litchfield Park homes.

On May 30, the Litchfield Park.
Citizens League sent letters to all
of the city's residents, urging them
to join the opposition to Wigwam
Creek.

The letter states that the deve
lopment of Wigwam Creek would
be "an economic and environmen
tal disaster to us."

"If this master plan is approved,
our property values will dive, and
our lifestyle that we moved here
for will disappear.

The letter concedes that the
master plan likely will be approved
by the commission, but Anderson
said his group already has begun to
write letters to the county supervi
sors stating their opposition to
Wigwam Creek.
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would be eligibl(}-{}n a per capita basis-to
receive state shared revenue funds, which
are collected from state income taxes, state
sales taxes, gasoline taxes, vehicle license
taxes, and state lottery proceeds.

In Sun City West's case, these funds
would be used to continue the two services
currently provided by the county, police
protection and street maintenance.

Services to continue
Spanjer said that no matter which way the

election goes, ?ORA would like to continue
using the county sheriff's office for police
protection and would contract out its
services.

ilncorporation issue divides. Sun City West
By Jeff Nelson voluntary-membership homeowners associ- from Sun City West residents in 30 days, ac-
Westsider staff writer ation in Sun City West-to put the measure cording to Spanjer.

The City of Glendale has approved a to a vote. The election will give the unincorporated
proposal that would allow Sun City West to community's nearly 12,000 voters the op-
incorporate. Filing delayed portunity to decide whether to leave Sun Ci-

According to Al Spanjer, president ofSun Spanjer said his group will me the peti- ty West under county control, or incorporate
City West's Property Owners and Residents tions with the Maricopa County Board of Sun City West as a "self-governing city."
Association (PORA), Glendale was the final Supervisors after July 1. Holding the peti- Only 'feasible options'
city approval needed to fullml the statute re- tions will allow residents of Sun City West PORA's president said these two choices
Quiring that the retirement community re- who leave the Valley during the hot summer were the only "feasible options" of the five
ceive approval from all incorporated cities months to vote in a November election, he examined in a four-year study by a PORA
and towns within six miles. explained. governance committee which was formed to

Sun City West has already received ap- "If we me them now we must hold an consider alternative forms of government
proval from EI Mirage, Peoria, Surprise and election within 120 days," Spanjer said, "so available to Sun City West.
Youngtown. we want to file them as late as possible." If the proposal to incorporate is approved,

The approvals, combined with a success- PORA, which by law had 180 days to get Sun City West would become a self-
ful petition drive that ended last March, have roughly 1,200 or 10 percent registered voter governed city instead of a development
cleared the way for PORA-the only approval, gathered nearly 2,300 signatures under county jurisdiction. In addition, they
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Incorporation from page
"We have an exact quote...what

it would cost to contract for sher
iffs protection," said Ernie Edi- .
son, chainnan of PORA's gover
nance committee and supporter of
incorporation. "It would cost
$325,000 a year...that's it"

"We want to become a contract
city," Spanjer said.

According to the governance'
committee report, contracting out
services would mean getting the

. best service at the lowest cost.
keeping municipal employees at a
minimum.

In addition to police protection,
PORA has recommended that
street maintenance be contracted
out

Spanjer said costly street im
provements and repairs would be
covered by an expected $1 million
annual surplus from Sun City
West's slice of the state shared re
venue funds.
Cost estimates 'ridiculous'

However, opponents of incor
poration, such as Marvin Gold
berg, coordinator and spokes
person for Sun City West Resi
dents United Against Incorpora
tion, say that revenue sharing
alone most likely will not cover the
total cost of running the city.

'They're showing a million dol
lar surplus in their budget. we say
that's ridiculous."

Goldberg, reflecting the worries
of many opponents on a set incom
e, contends that additional taxes
will be stapled to the deal to cover
additional costs.

"Of the last 12 cities or towns
that have become incorporated
since 1975, everyone of them has
raised revenues, sales taxes, or
some fees of some kind," Gold
berg said. "Why does the PORA's
governance committee feel we'll
be any different?"

Cathy Connally of the Arizona
League of Cities and Towns con
firmed Goldberg's statement.

"All of the cities and towns have
some sort of local taxation," she
said.

Edison said that PORA is re
commending "no taxes unless it is
passed on by a vote of the people."

Spanjer added that residents
would continue to pay for the pri
vate services they are receiving

now such as garbage collection,
parks and recreation, lighting, wa
ter, and sewer.

Charter recommended
PORA's president said the gov

ernance committee also recom
mended the community be
governed under a charter
government

According to Spanjer, the char
ter government would provide lim
ited power to its voluntary mem
bers.

Edison said he would like to see
seven men or women, consisting
of one representative from each of
seven districts in Sun City West,
run for office.

"We're recommending that ev
ery one of the seven members be
volunteers-no pay-and we're·
recommending that they serve no
more than two two-year terms,"
Edison said.

He believes there will be plenty
of residents interested in volun
teering for the positions.

"We have volunteers galore
here," said Edison in reference to
current community involvement
by Sun City West residents.

Respect needed
Spanjer and Edison agree that

Sun City West needs to begin rep-

resenting itself with its own
people.

"We need our own city govern
ment to get some recognition,"
Edison said. "We would have
some respect...we're like Rodney
Dangerfield, we have no respect."

Spanjer feels that it's time for
Sun City West to decide what they
want to do.

But Goldberg says it's this atti
tude that worries him and his
group.

"We feel that they're trying to
force a change in our lifestyle, and
another layer of government on
us...and there's absolutely no need
for this at this time."

Webb pull-out a factor
Edison said the urgency arose

after the last stockholders meeting
when Del E. Webb said they would
be out of Sun City West at the end
of 1993.

"At that time we're just going to
become a subdivision without a
developer...unless we incorpo
rate," Spanjer added.

But Goldberg said this attitude
even furthers their cause.

"PORA gives the impression
that after Del Webb leaves we will
be somehow left stranded...and

that's sheer nonsense to us," said
Goldberg.

PORA 'hell-bent'
He said although his association

is not permanently opposed to in
corporation or some type of self
government. PORA is being too
hasty in their efforts.

"We feel PORA was hell-bent
on getting this done right away,"
he added, "(they) really should
have engaged in a wider communi
ty dialogue.

"If Del Webb is leaving in
1993-94, why couldn't they open
up a community dialogue knowing
the history of Sun City, knowing
how much people were really
against it. that it divided the com
munity...What's the rush?"

Goldberg added that less speak
ing time was given to opposing ar
guments at PORA public forum
meetings and more time for pro in
corporation arguments.

"We just don't like their tac
tics," said Goldberg.

StUdy results predictable
Referring to the four-year study

by PORA's governance commit
tee, Goldberg claimed the results
were predictable.

"Once they did their so called
'research,' they were dead set

against any kind of program other
than incorporation.

"We dispute their research, we
dispute their need. and we don't
feel they represent the average Sun
City West resident."

But PORA officials, frustrated
in their efforts, claim they have all
the facts they need and that they
have yet to see any opposing
figures.

"We know what the expenses
are, we list them, we say where we
get them, and they say that (the
numbers) are wrong, and the re
venues will not take care of them,"
said Edison, "but not one time
have they ever presented any fIg
ures..:and that's frustrating."

According to Edison, Sun City
would receive $280 per resident if
they were to incorporate.

"We know what's coming in,"
Edison said. "What's going out we
know exactly.

"It's very disgusting to listen to
deliberate false misrepresentation
from the other side. I don't know
why they do it, I don't know why
they can't be honest..but they're
nolo"

Opposition groWing
Goldberg says his group, which

originated after PORA's petition
drive, has grown to 160 members
and has an executive committee of
19 people which delegates action
in opposition to incorporation.

Goldberg, who was a member of
PORA when the governance com
mittee shared its four-year study
results, said the group never asked
(PORA's) members what they
thought of the incorporation issue.

'Their governance committee
said, 'This is it...let's go get some
petitions."

But PORA officials deny that,
claiming about400 people voted to
expend $8,000 to have a petition
written up and conduct a petition
drive at its November 1988 mem
bership meeting.

Other conflicts
Another subject of conflict be

tween opponents and proponents
of incorporation lies immediately
beyond the election.

Ifvoters elect to incorporate Sun
City West in November, state law

see Incorporation/page 14
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will require the Maricopa County
Board of Supervisors to appoint a
seven-person interim city council
until the fIrst election the follow
ing May. Within 20 days of the ap
pointments, the council has to de
cide which council member will be
mayor.

Opponents say they are afraid
the temporary council will consist
ofpeople not associated and aware
of the needs.. of the retirement
community. .

"The temporary city council can
pick the mayor," said Goldberg,
"which means this mayor was
elected by people who are not real
ly necessarily representatives of
the people...They are political
appointees."

County Supervisor Carol Car
penter, whose district includes Sun
City West, said she will review re-

sumes and background summaries
of interested citizens for the coun
cil positions and will recommend
them to the Board of Supervisors
who approve the appointees.

The interim board serves until
the following May when the fIrst
election would be held.

Edison said PORA is constantly
battling misinformation and myths
put out by incorporation oppo
nents, but few compare to the
claim by opponents that Sun City
West would have an eventual
downturn in lifestyle if it were to
become a city.

Edison said opponents are false
ly claiming that incorporation will
lead to the emergence of low-cost
housing, the loss of age discrimi
nation, and non-resident use of
Sun City West's rec centers."

"Not true...Absolutely not true,"
Edison said.

"It's rebutted by experts, rebut
ted by facts, rebutted by communi
ties around us that have been able
to maintain restrictions, rebutted
by an expert from HUD (Housing
and Urban Development)...and it
seems to make no difference to
them, they continue to go right on
saying these things.

"I don't know if the people real
ly understand what they're say
ing," Spanjer said in response to
negative views towards the
proposal.

"As people get older I think
there's a resistance to change. And
you keep hearing 'Let's keep it like
it is, we want our lifestyle to stay
the same.'

'That's not true," said Gold
berg. "We're decent nice people,
we're active. and we're very wor-

ried about what (PORA's) trying
to do."

He said more and more residents
are beginning to see his organiza
tion's reasoning.

Goldberg claimed his organiza
tion had to tum people away at
their meeting last week because
there was no room.

Through all the disagreement,
there is one conclusion both sides
of the issue agree on.

It's the fact that incorporation is
an emotional issue with residents
of Arizona's 15th largest
community.

Perhaps Connally explained it
best.

"It's a change in the status of the
community and I think change
causes controversy"

Edison said PORA has proposed
additional information meetings
for Sep. 19, Oct. 10, and Nov. 7.
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over
Litchfield
battle

Park residents win
LKY Development

By Brian Alcorn
Westsider staff writer

Litchfield Park residents scored a major
victory last week in their battle against
LKY Development Co. and its proposed
development along Dysart Road.

The Maricopa County Planning and
Zoning Commission voted 8-2 last Thurs
day to recommend denial of the controver
sial master plan for Wigwam Creek, an
8S0-acre development proposed to border
Litchfield Park along Dysart between In
dian School and Camelback roads.

The county Board of Supervisors will
decide the fate of the plan Aug. 1.

The vote for denial by the commission
has dimmed the prospects for construction
of Wigwam Creek. The development was
strongly opposed by the city of Litchfield
Park, Litchfield Park residents and neigh
boring communities because qf fears that
high residential densities and" too much

commercial development would bring ex
cessive traffic, air and noise pollution to the
area.

Supervisor Carole Carpenter, whose
District 4 includes Litchfield Park and the
proposed Wigwam Creek site, said the
commission's recommendation could have
significant influence with the supervisors.

"In this case, I think (the recommenda
tion of the commission) will be very signif
icant," Carpenter said, "because I under
stand the commission tried very hard to
reach a compromise with the developer.

"The developer apparently took the posi
tion that they did not want to compromise,
that they wanted their case to move on to
the next level. That attitude is probably not
one that the commission appreciates, and I
don't think it's one that the board of super
visors will appreciate, either."

The Wigwam Creek application was
presented to the county by LKY Develop-

ment Co. late last year. In April, the plan
underwent extensive revision, which in
cluded scrapping a proposal to realign Dys
art Road one-quarter mile to the east of its
current county section line. When the rea
lignment of Dysart was dropped from the
plan, Litchfield Park withdrew its support
for the development, and the battIe between
the city and the developer began.

Residents and city officials criticized the
plan for placing two large commercial cen
ters right across Dysart (at the intersections
with Indian School and Camelback roads)
from $300,000 homes in Litchfield Park.
LKY defended the proposal, saying that
projected growth in the area over the next
20 years (the approximate build-out time
for Wigwam Creek) warranted the 30-acre
plus complexes.

See LKY/page 12



LKY from page 1
In a planning and zoning sub

committee meeting in May, LKY
proposed a compromise that in
cluded extensive buffering be
tween the complexes and the Dys
art road right-of-way. But the
compromise did little to appease
angry Litchfield Park residents
and, in the end, it wasn't enough to
appease the planning and zoning
commission.

"I think the planning commis
sion recognized lhe major defects

in LKY's plan," said George Mas
tor, president of lhe Litchfield Park
Association, the city's largest
homeowners group. "I think lhe
commission did the public a great
service in lhis case. But, the next
battle will be before the board of
supervisors on August 1, and all
Litchfield Park residents should
write lhe supervisors and attend
the meeting."

At the commission meeting,
LKY spokesman Michael Widener
acknowledged the concerns of loc
al residents. "I think that the neigh
bors are understandably concerned
about this plan," Widener said. "I
think they should be concerned,
but life goes on. The highways are
going to be buill The people are
going to come."

Widener said the population of
the West Valley is expected to go
up "1,000 percent" over the next
. '

20 years. ''That isn't something the
developer can control," he said.

That argument did not sway the
commission, however, and as mo
tion after motion was made on the
master plan, it became obvious
that lhe commissioners were not
going to grant approval to the plan
in its presented form.

Many commissioners expressed
lhe same concerns as Litchfield
Park residents over the 112 total
acres of commercial zoning LKY
wanted for Wigwam Creek and the
overall residential density of the
plan, which is more than three
times as high as Litchfield Park.

The county staff had recom
mended to the commission that the
commercial development in Wig
wam Creek be reduced by at least
60 acres. The county staff also said
that recommendations from the
Maricopa Association of Govern-

ments also called for a reduction in
commercial acreage for the plan by
more than 50 percent. Glendale
and Goodyear also wrote letters to
lhe county stating their opposition
to the plan.

"This amount of commercial is
not only excessive, it's obscene,"
said commissioner Earl de Berge.
"If I lived in Litchfield Park, I'd be
asking the same question, 'Why do
you need this' much commercial
(development)?' "

In making the recommendation
for denial, de Berge said, "This is
one of the few times I would make
this recommendation. This is not a
good plan, and the developer will
not bend on issues that we feel are
fundamental."

Not all of the commissioners
agreed with de Berge's assess
ment, however.

"There's no doubt that Wigwam
Creek is going to change the char
acter of Litchfield Park forever,"
acknowledged commissioner John
Jordan. "But the long and the short
of it is that the commercial deve
lopment belongs along Dysart."

But commissioner D'ale Smith
countered: "My strongest feeling
is in support of the Litchfield Park
community. It's one of the nicest
areas in the Valley," and the Wig
wam Creek plan "is totally out of
context with what is existing in the
area."

Litchfield Park Mayor Richard
Meese, speaking to the commis
sion, said the city recommended
elimination of both of the commer
cial centers, replacing it with low
density residential housing.

"We feel this is a much more ap
propriate land use for that area,"
Meese said. "As it stands, the Wig
wam Creek plan runs counter to
the good planning we see in the
rest of the county."

The commission attempted sev
eral times to reach a compromise
on the plan, but each time a motion
was made, it failed for lack of a
majority.

Commissioner Jordan moved
for approval of the plan, with the
restrictions that the overall density
be reduced to five units per gross
residential acre, that the commer
cial parcel at Camelback and Dys
art be reduced to 20 acres and the
buffer at the commercial parcel at
Indian School and Dysart be
moved from the compromise of90
feet to 120 feel The motion was
voted down after an amendment
was attached to remove both major
commercial sites from the plan.

Several more compromise at
tempts aimed at reducing residen
tial density levels and reducing or
removing the two controversial
commercial parcels were also de
feated before the vote for denial
ended the issue.

Litchfield Park City Manager
Craig Aper said, "I'd say at least
that the battle lines are clearly
drawn. Now it's up to the
supervisors,"

Carpenter said she expects the
developer to present the plan re
jected by the zoriing commissioq
without substantial changes. LKY
president Larry Yount could not be.
reached for comment on Monday. ~



EPA ·vows to
clean up mess
in Goodyear
By Jeff Nelson
Westsider staff writer

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
officials told a group of concerned citizens
last Wednesday that clean-up plans for the
Phoenix-Goodyear Airport are on schedule.

Jeff Rosenbloom, remedial project mana
ger for the EPA, said cleanup procedures for
the site are planned to begin in December.

He said the Department of Defense and
Goodyear Tire & Rubber have agreed to
share the costs of the cleanup.

Cleanup at another site, the Unidynamics
Defense Systems Plant north of Yuma Road
on Litchfield Road, could begin as soon as
May 1991, Rosenbloom added.

The public hearing at the Goodyear Com
munity Center was held to listen and record
public comment on the EPA's "preferred
cleanup procedure" and alternative
procedures.

EPA officials said they prefer a system of
vapor extraction for soil cleanup and air
stripping for groundwater cleanup.

The vapor extraction procedure involves
removing volatile contaminants from the
soil through "vapor extraction wells" con
taining air blowers that vacuum the conta
minants from the soil and release them into
the air.

The groundwater cleanup plan, called air
stripping, would require the pumping of af
fected groundwater to the top ofan air strip
ping tower. Air being fan-forced through the
cascading water will, according to the EPA
officials, cause the water contaminants to be
transferred to the air, which is released into
the atmosphere.



EPA from page 1
Pamela Swift, chairwoman of

the Toxic Waste Investigative
Group (TWIG) said she has a prob
lem with the EPA's recommended
cleanup because the procedures
were chosen for their "cheaper
cost" alone.

"They chose the least expensive
way," she said.

Swift requested at the meeting
that the EPA issue a health survey
to prove that the contamination has
caused health problems.

"We need to call in the Center
for Disease Control and ask for a
health survey.

"I want them to go back 15 years
to find out how many people were
affected by these groundwater pol
lutants," Swift said. Swift sug
gested that the cleanup procedure
involve contain~g the contami
nated soil, though she said she
doesn't believe it will happen be
cause it's the most expensive way.

Representatives present at the
meeting from the Phoenix-

Goodyear Airport had other
worries.

They were concerned with the
fact that both "preferred cleanup
plans" involved extracting cOhta
minants from the soil and water
and releasing them into the air.

The airport's tower manager,
Dennis Meyer, said he's con
cerned about the risk of contamin
anted air blowing into the tower
air-conditioning units.

Meyer said he's not worried ab
out the water he drinks at the air
port because he had the tower go
on bottled water four years ago.

The airport and Unidynamics
sites were reported in 1981, by the
Arizona Department of Environ
mental Quality, to have caused
possible groundwater
contamination.

A more thorough study of the
sites that followed revealed that a
host of dangerous industrial sol
vents and metal-contaminants, in
cluding trichloroethylene (TCE)

and chromium, had soaked into the
ground from unlined ponds, dry
wells, and drainage ditches at the
plants.

Officials reported that the conta
mination had soaked into the
ground, spreading up to three
miles in the groundwater.

But Goodyear and Avondale ci
ty officials have reassured area re
sidents that there is no danger to
their health, that the affected
groundwater is not being used for
drinking.

Cleanup plans at the Phoenix
Goodyear Airport, which has been
awaiting a federal hazardous
waste cleanup since 1983, were ac
celerated after the EPA became
concerned that area groundwater
used for drinking was becoming
increasingly threatened as the clea
nup procedures were delayed.

An earlier report released by the
EPA stated, " ...if groundwater use
in the area increases, particularly
west and north of the site, the
health risk to people consuming
the water may increase if the water
is not cleaned up prior to use."

The report added that the conta
minants, described as "synthetic
volatile organic chemicals," may
be ingested through contaminated
groundwater and are hazardous be-

cause of their "properties of carci
nogenicity, and, if exposed, public
health and welfare could be
jeopardized."

At the meeting, Rose.nbloom
said groundwater at the Unidy
namics Facility was contaminated
60 feet below the surface and has

not been used for drinking. He said
drinking water is taken from the
360-foot level.

The EPA official said Unidy
namics will be responsible to pay
the $17 million cleanup cost of the
soil and water over a 25-year
period.
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Glendale approves broker cOIitracts, airport master plan

In an effort to secure more ten
ants and generate more revenue the
Glendale Municipal Airport will
be using the services of business
brokers and real estate brokers.

City Manager Martin Vanacour
said the city plans to give incen
tives in the form ofcommissions to
brokers who bring new businesses
to the airport. The brokerage fees
amount to five percent of the annu
allease payments during the term
of the lease. All commissions
would be paid from lease pay
ments the city receives from the
new tenants.

''These brokers are aware of
clients seeking land and office
space, and could, for a fee, channel
such business to the airport," Van
acour said. "While some leases ex-

ist at the airport, there are oppor
tunities to develop more of them
and generate additional revenues."

Airport director Ruth Fisher
agrees.

"Our ability to find tenants for
the airport is limited," she said.
"but we have been approached by
brokers who can get out the word
and help promote the airport and
bring us a possible tenant.

"It opens up a lot more avenues
to help us bring tenants to the
airport." -

However, in order to accommo
date. more tenants, the airport
needs more facilities, Fis~r said.

''The airport is growing very ra
pidly," she said. "Right now, aU
we have is land, we have no lease
able space. We need to attract a de-

veloper to build a facility and have
tenants ready to make it more pro
fitable for him.

"Now that we're full, the only
way to grow is to get people to
build facilities."

The Glendale City Council has
also approved a 20-year master
plan for the airport which calls for
expansion and reorganization of
services.

The master plan identifies what
types of projects and funding are
needed to complete the airport im
provements. It recommends the
extension of the present runway to
the south by750 feet, which would
give an overall length of 6,100
feet, and widening the primary
runway from 75 feet to 100 feet.

Even though this does not allow

for larger aircraft, it will increase
the amount of payload that aircraft
will be able to carry during the
summer months, Vanacour said.

"It just makes good sense to get
the airport done faster," said Glen
dale City Manager Martin Vana
cour. "And this (plan) is the most
cost effective approach to extend
ing the runway."

In the original master plan for
the airport, a parallel runway was
recommended to be 3,300 feet
long. In the revised plan, the re
commendation is to increase the
length to 4,000 feet.

Other highlights of the master
plan are:
o Construction of 80 T-hangars
o Acquisition of 23 acres of land
for future runway clear zones

o Establishment of a heliport at
the airport
o Reconfiguration of aircraft tie
downs to accommodate larger cor
porate aircraft
o Provisions for additional fuel
storage

The development program will
cost approximately $16.4 million,
most of which will be funded by
the Federal Aviation
Administration.
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Tempers continue to flare over incorporation
By Jeff Nelson
Westsider staff writer

The Property Owners and Resi
dents Association (PORA) has
announced July 17 as a tentative
date for fIling their petitions with
the election registrar-pushing a
Sun City West incorporation vote
to mid-November.

PORA's president Al Spanjer
explained that the petitions,
gathered last March, were held to
allow the retirement community's
residents who leave the Valley
during the hot summer months a
chance to return home to vote on
the controversial measure.

PORA recently received incor
poration approval from all the
communities surrounding Sun Ci
ty West, fullfilling a statute requir
ing that all incorporated cities and
towns within six miles approve the
incorporation proposal.

The election will give the com
munity's nearly 12,000 registered
voters the opportunity to leave Sun
City West under county co~trol, or
incorporate it as a "self-governing
city."

According to Al Spanjer, these I

two choices were the only "feasi
ble options" of the five examined
in a four-year study by a PORA
governance committee which was
formed to consider alternative
forms of government available to
Sun city West.

Supporters of incorporation
claim that becoming a city will
give the retirement community
better representation in state gov
erment, more resident control of
the community's future, and
"more respect."

Anti-incorporationists claim the
measure has been rushed into a

vote, prohibiting close examina
tion. They also 'believe incorpora
tion would result in higher taxes
and a huge operating deficit by the
end of the first year.

Nonetheless, PORA-the only
voluntary-membership homeow
ner~ association in Sun City
West-claims they've gathered
nearly 2,300 signatures, nearly
twice the amount needed to bring
the measure to a vote.

But opponents contend that in
corporation support is thinning.

Marvin Goldberg, coordinator
and spokesperson for Sun City
West Residents United Against In
corporation, said his organization
is gaining the support needed to
defeat the measure.

He claimed that his organiza
tion, which began after PORA's
petition drive in mid-March, is
quickly growing in numbers.

"I think we've done better than
they thought, we are really enroll
ing a lot ofpeople," Goldberg said.
"We have about 147 people who
have signed up with us,"

Goldberg said that once Sun Ci
ty West's residents become aware
of the errors in PORA's proposal,
their effort will become a tougher
one.

"I believe that because what
they're asking for will cause ex
treme change that they have the
uphill battle," said Goldberg.

Bitter about the manner PORA
conducts their "biased" meetings,
Goldberg said his group is plan
ning a rally of their own in mid
September.

''The rally will include a big
open-meeting so everyone in the
community can hear our side," he
said.

The anti-incorporation leader
said the rally is being planned to
counter PORA's forums that he
claims present only pro
incorporation speakers.

"They are selective...they cer
tainly have the right to do it be
cause it's their forum, but it's not
the neutrality that they claim all the
time," Goldberg said.

But Ernie Edison, Chairman of

PORA's Governance Committee,
contends that the forum speakers
Goldberg ·claims gave pro
incorporation statements, were
merely presented to clear up misin
formation started by the opposition
and to answer questions that PO
RA members might have concern
ing incorporation and its effects.

"What we're trying to do is an
swer some of the allegations," said
Edison.

But Goldberg claims PORA is
supposed to be neutral.

Goldberg charged that after PO
RA leaders had signed for incorpo
ration, they claimed PORA was
neutral.

"What (pORA's leaders) should
have done," said Goldberg, "was

admit that this was there finding,
due to their governance commit
tee's research, and withdrawn
from PORA... then made their pos
ition clear, and let some other neut
ral body run the forums."

Edison says the organizations
membership and board ofdirectors
have never indicated any position.

"The PORA Governance com
mittee, a separate committee from
PORA, has strongly recommended
a charter-style form of govern
ment...that's it.

"I think Goldberg has the right
to be somewhat confused," Edison
said. "It's a confusing issue."

Reflecting on the upcoming

See Incorporation/page 7
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Tourism gave the Chamber $28,000, which
was earmarked exclusively for advertising
and promotion. Budinger said the total
budget for the Chamber last year was ap
proximately $142,000.

Both Palmer and Budinger said that the
Chamber and PEDG need more money in
order to continue to attract new business and
development to Peoria.

''The Chamber's primary mission is to
support the businesses in Peoria, and it is
these businesses that provide the city with
the largest portion of sales tax revenues,"
Budinger said.

"From a revenue standpoint, the Chamber
serves a valuable function for the city," he
said.

Palmer said he would like to see funding
for the Chamber of Commerce at least re
stored to last year's level, and funding for
PEDG increased to $120,000.

See Peoria/page 8

for the Chamber of Commerce," said coun
cilmember Richard Palmer. "I know the
budget is tight, but I think it's important. I
think these cutbacks are too drastic."

Chamber of Commerce President Kris
Budinger said the deep cuts in the city's
funding of the Chamber would result in a
cutback in services that the group could
offer.

"We will have to have a change in the
level of service that we provide," Budinger
said. "We get a lot of money from a lot of
other sources, but if this (reduction) is made,
we would certainly have to reduce our level
of service in some way."

Budinger said the Chamber's board of di
rectors planned to meet on Tuesday to dis
cuss where these cutbacks could be made.

The Chamber of Commerce is funded in
large part by the businesses in the surround
ing community and by the municipality it
serves. Last year, the Arizona Departmentof

level.
In his budget message to the council,

Peoria City Manager Dennis Tinberg said
the cuts in funding requests were necessary
belt-tightening measures, since the city and
state economies have softened.

As a result, the budget proposal cuts the
Chamber's funding from last year's level of
$46,000 to $18,000. Funding for PEDG, a
long-range economic development group,
remains at last year's level of $80,600, de
spite a request from that group for increased
funding of approximately $138,000.

"These decisions were not pleasant," Tin
berg said, "but are a reality based upon our
current revenue situation....At the present
time, the city lacks the ability to provide this
fmancial assistance."

But some councilmembers have said that
more money should be found for the city's
two main business groups.

"I fully intend to push for more funding

I Peoria City Council sets budget limits
But members aren't
satisfied with economic
development funding
By Brian Alcorn
Westsider staff writer

The Peoria City Council voted on Tues
day to set the limit for the city's fiscal
1989-90 budget, but the amount of money
the city will spend on economic develop
ment during the next year is still being
negotiated.

In the preliminary $74.9 million budget
package submitted to the council: city staff
recommended a 61 percent reduction in the
amount of money the city contributes to the
Peoria Chamber ofCommerce. Staffalso re
commended funding the Peoria Economic
Development Group (pEDG) at last year's

----

~
$

~
~

~

~
-c:...

\'l

~
Co
-0



weeks before the council will be
ready to vote for final adoption.

"We have pleaded our case in
front of the council, and now we
will have to see how it goes," Bu
dinger said. "As far as I'm con
cerned, it hasn't been decided yet."

something that we could do."
"There is a good possibility that

one or both of those groups will get
some additional funding," Poe
said.

Poe said he expects the budget
process to take two to three more

Peoria from page 1 ------...:.:::::=.o..:... ---'-- _=_

"I think (PEDG) is now at the
point where it can make things
happen," Palmer said. "Both of
these groups will certainly return
money to the city's coffers."

Palmer said the issue of funding
for economic development groups
was likely to be discussed at Tues
day's meeting, and that there was
the possibility ofa compromise be-
fore the council gives its final ap-
proval to the budget package.

At Tuesday's meeting the Coun
cil set a limit on the total amount of
money the city can sPend, but the
council's action does not specify
where the money within the budget
.may be spent.

"If we set a cap, then we cannot
go above that, but you must re
member that there are monies there
(in the budget) that can be moved
from one project to another."

Councilmember Steve Poe was
also optimistic that the council
would be able to find more funds
for at least one of the groups.

Although Poe said that in his
opinion "neither of those two
groups are top priority to receive
any more funds," he added, "I
wouldn't be surprised if there was



Economic development
is Peoria's future

Everyone's talking about eco
nomic development these days,
and frankly, a more important
issue facing the Westside
probably can't be found. The
concept is simple. It's a lot like
riding a bicycle-either you keep
it moving, or it falls down.

Unfortunately, the authors (city
staff) of the City of Peoria's lat
est budget proposal seem to have
a hard time understanding this
simple principle of growth. They
have proposed that funding for
economic development groups in
the fast-growing city be frozen
in one case, and· actually cut
back in another.

Their proposal for next Fiscal
Year would slash funding for the
Peoria Chamber of Commerce
from last year's level of $46,000
to $18,000, and freeze funding
for the Peoria Economic Deve
lopment Group at last year's
level of $80,600.

At the same time, in the same
budget, they stressed that an aus
terity program is necessary for
the city because annual revenue
growth has slowed considerably.

By and large, municipalities in
Arizona depend heavily on one
source of income: sales tax re
venues. By and large, these re
venues come from one source:
businesses operating in the com
munity. The relationship is clear.
When business prospers, the city
prospers. Where there is econom
ic growth, there is life.

No group or individuals, out
side of the city council, is in a
better· position to help promote
economic growth in Peoria than

the Chamber of Commerce and
the Economic Development
Group.

Both of these groups have
proven themselves capable of at
tracting new business and new
revenue for the city. Money in
vested by the city in these
groups is just that: an investment
in Peoria's future.

In light of this, it simply
doesn't make sense for the city
to slash this lifeline in a fit of
fiscal shortsightedness.

Fortunately, several council
members have been quick to de
fend the two economic develop
ment groups and validate their
mission of service to the city.

We would like to see these
two groups receive the funds
they requested from the city:
$46,000 for the Chamber of
Commerce and $138,000 for
PEDG.

On Tuesday the city council
voted on setting the spending
limit for the next fiscal year.
Over the next two or three
weeks, before the budget re
ceives final approval, there will
be plenty of dickering over mo
ney allocated to certain
programs.

Hopefully, the city council
will be able to find enough mo
ney in a very tight budget to
keep these two organizations
healthy. Even in lean years,
Peoria must continue to focus on
the future.

Economic slumps are not per
manent. But mistakes in direction
made during lean years can per
manently tarnish a city's bright
future.



Litchfield'Park, LK¥ may, compromise
By Brian Alcorn
Westsider staff writer,

The dev&opersfor a proposed commun
ity near Litchfield Par~ in an effort to
salvage the controversial plan, have asked
the~copaCounty Board ofSupervisors
for a continuance on its application.

A letter from LKY Development Co. re
questing postponement of an August 1
supervisors' hearing on its Wigwam Creek
application was received at the county of
fice last Friday.

The request represents a change in
strategy for LKY, which last month seemed
determined to bring the master plan for
Wigwam Creek before the supervisors de
spite a recommendation for denial by the
county planning and zoning commission.

LKY spokesman George Triggs said the
company needs the continuance to reach a
compromise with the residents of Litch
field Park, who have vehemently opposed
the master plan since a revision in the plan
eliminated therealignment of DysartRoad.

Triggs said representatives of LKY will
meet with officials from the City of Litch
field Park and two residents' groups-the
Citizens League and the Litchfield Park
Association-to try to break: an impasse

over the amount of total residential density
and the location of commercial properties
in the plan.

"The citizens of Litchfield Park have
made it very clear that they have some con
cerns about the plan, and we believe strong
ly that that the good neighbor policy is the
best policy," Triggs said. .

Others, however, say they believe LKY
is now trying the art of compromise be
cause it was unable to come away from the
planning and zoning commission with a
positive endorsement.

"Obviously, LKY saw that its project
was about to go down like the Red Baron in
flames," said George Mastor, president of
the Litchfield Park Association, an organi
zation that represents approximately two
thirds of the city's homeowners.

Supervisor Carole CaIpenter, whose
District 4 includes Litchfield Park and the
Wigwam Creek site, agreed that the odds
were against approval of the Wigwam
Creek plan because of concerns by Litch
field Park residents that high residential
densities in the community and too much
commercial development along Dysart
would bring excessive traffic, air and noise
pollution to the area.

"1 think it would have been very difficult
. for LKY to get that (plan) through the

board," Carpenter said.
The Wigwam Creek plan proposes an

8S0-acre community that would border
Litchfield Park on the east between Indian
School and Camelback roads along Dysart.
The plan includes multi-unit and single
family residences, some light industrial
roning and extensive commercial develop
ment, including 30-acre-plus shopping
centers at the intersections of Dysart and
Indian School Road and Dysart and CameJ-

o back Road.
These two "power cenlers" bec.ame the

focus of controversy in April, when LKY
revised its master plan, deleting a proposal
that would have realigned Dysart approxi
mately one-quarter mile to the east Litch
field Park residents said the realignment of
the road wouJd have provided adequate
buffering between the "power centers" and
their homes, but that the revised plan did
not provide any buffering at all.

See LKY/page 6
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able to reach a compromise with
Litchfield Park residents by ap
proximately Oct. 1.

"We intend to be forthright with
these negotiations," Triggs said.

Catpenter said she may get in
volved in the meetings at a later
date.

"I don't think there's any magic
involved. It's just going to take a
lot of hard work."

sion last month by Meese recom
mended the elimination of both
"power centers," as well as drastic
reductions in the level of residen
tial zoning.

Both Meese and Mastor said
they were cautiously optimistic
that a compromise could be reach
ed before the Wigwam Creek ap- .
plication goes before the supervi
sors for a fmal decision.

"Certainly it would be worth
while to explore the possibility of
making Wigwam Creek compati
ble with Litchfield Park," said
Mastor.

"I want to enter these negotia
tions with an open mind and see if
we can come up with something
acceptable," he said. "If we can't
come up with something accept
able, it will have to be decided by
the board of supervisors."

But, he added, "We're better off
to work with LKY than to start all
over again with a new developer."

Triggs said LKY hopes to be

ly 11 to discuss the possibility of a
continuance. The letter requesting
a continuance was endorsed by the
city ofLitchfield Park and both ci
tizens groups.

Meese said the willingness to
negotiate on the part ofLKY repre
sents "a deftirite change in attitude
on the part of the developer."

Meese said the city has "careful
ly" decided to support LKY's re
quest for an extension "to allow
sufficient time for a plan to be de
veloped that is acceptable to both
sides.

"Ifwe can come up with one that
will satisfactorily resolve the con
cerns of our citizens, then there
isn't any reason we wouldn't want
to work with them," Meese said.

Neither Meese nor Mastor
would say exactly how much the
Wigwam Creek plan would have
to be revised before it would win
their endorsement.

An alternative plan presented to
the planning and zoning commis-

"I think they were aware after
the meeting in Litchfield Park that
they needed to adjust their posi
tion," Carpenter said.

"My perception is that they have
changed their position enough to
realize that they will have to nego
tiate a little. 1 think LKY under
stands that there will need to be
some adjustments on those com
mercial areas.

"There were so many issues at
tached that 1 simply wasn't going
to support a continuance unless
there was a compromise," Car
penter said. ''This is just too signif
icant an issue for the citizens in the
area to handle it any other way."

Triggs said the meeting with
Catpenter and the decision by the
planning and zoning commission
convinced LKY "that there was a
question whether we could suc
ceed at the board of supervisors or
not."

LKY began meeting with the
three Litchfield Park groups on Ju-

LKY from page 1------------------------------------------
Mter several residents, includ

ing Litchfield Park Mayor Richard
Meese, spoke out against the plan
at a planning and zoning meeting,
a subcommittee was given the task
of fmding a compromise. LKY
agreed to provide more buffering,
but not enough to placate the resi
dents, and not enough to satisfy the
concerns of the planning and zon
ing commission.

Carpenter said she met with
LKY representatives a few days
after a June 21 town meeting in
Litchfield Park brought developers
and residents together to discuss
the plan. On June 22, the planning
and zoning commission, after ex
tensive debate, voted 8-2 to move
the application forward to the
supervisors with a recommenda
tion for denial.

Carpenter said she told LKY of
ficials that she would support a
continuance only if they agreed to
reapproach Litchfield Park offi
cials and work out an agreement.

e e e
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• Ventana Lakes residents burning up
over pullout by Burns International

"How can something like.this happen?"
Sue Hummell asked. "There are supposed
to be laws."

You can tell a good developer by the size
ofthe commitment. This commitment is evi
dent in the scope and variety ofthe develop
ment projects successfully undertaken by
the company..,including some 3,000 acres
of land currently in development through
out the Phoenix area.

See Ventana Lakes/page 5

By Brian Alcorn
Westsider staff writer

No matter what you are looking for in
your dream home, you'llfind it at Ventana
Lakes. The Valley's premiere builders have
designed a number of residential "vil
lages" within the community, each with its
own distinctive character.

You might choose a spacious single
family home near the clubhouse. A cozy
townhome where maintenance is never a
worry. Or, a spectacular luxury home over
looking one of the sparkling lakes. What a
wonderful array of choices!

Ventana Lakes sales brochure

When Phil and S!Je Hummell decided to
get married last March, they began the
search for a new home.

After looking at several developments in
the Valley, they came upon Ventana Lakes,
a 480-acre planned adult community lo
cated in Peoria, near 105th Ave. and
Beardsley Road.

The plan for Ventana Lakes immediately
caught their interest Beautiful, luxurious
homes set along the shores of the commun
ity's four large lakes. There would be ten
nis courts, a clubhouse and swimming
pool, lush landscaping. Acres and acres of
the good life.

The Hummells were married on March
10. The following week, they closed the de
al on their new home in Ventana Lakes.

But the honeymoon did not last long.
Ten days after they bought their home, the
Hummells found out from a prospective
buyer that the price ofnew houses in the de
velopment had been dropped by $18,000.
The developer of Ventana Lakes, Burns In
ternational, never informed them of the
new deal that was being offered.

A meeting of the Ventana Lakes Proper
ty Owners Association was held. Accord
ing to Hummell and other residents, a
Burns representative assured the homeow
ners of the developer's commitment to
maintaining the property,- although slow
sales had forced the company to offer lower
prices for new customers.

"It was obvious something was going
wrong," Phil Hummell said.

A week after the meeting, security pat
rols in the development stopped. Emerald

Ventana Lakes resident Elmer Lemley protests at the entrance to The Foothills, a
Burns International development.

Homes, the builder of the Hummell's resi
dence and one of three builders involved in
the Ventana Lakes project, closed its sales
office. The clubhouse was padlocked.

"They never notified us of anything,"
Phil Hummell said. "One day everything
was going great guns. The next day, every
thing was closed down."

At a homeowners meeting in June, all
three Bums representatives on the property
owners board resigned after attempts to
solve the amenities issue failed.
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"I think we're getting screwed," Elmer
Lemley said.

Lemley and his wife, Maryann, bought
the second home.sold at Ventana Lakes.

"One day they had trucks and equipment
out here like they were going to build fifty
homes," Lemley said. "They were going
great guns. We came home one night and the
trucks were gone, everything was gone."

Since the pullout by Bums, things at Ven
tana Lakes have, in Baker's words, "deter
iorated pretty rapidly."

Algae grew in the swimming pool, which
quickly became a haven for frogs and 'mos-

A clubhouse where you can chat with
friends and neighbors or enjoy a large so
cial gathering is one of the great pleasures
ofa planned community. Ventana Lakes of
fers a spectacular 5,600 square foot club- ~
housefeaturing a number ofrecreational at
tractions. Treat yourself to an exhilarating
workout at the fitness center.. Polish your
tennis game at the beautifully maintained
courts. Cool off in the sparkling swimming
pool, or relax in the whirlpool spa.

You'll be impressed with the amenities at
Ventana Lakes ...because they're exactly
what people expect from a community de
signed for carefree living.

That's the kind of solid commitment you
can expect from the developer who's creat
ing a community you'll be proud to call
home.

Bums International is a privately owned
development company that has operated in
the Valley for 13 years. It was founded by
Arizona native Robert Bums, and, along
with its affUiate, The Adams Group, its de
velopments include some of the most eleg
ant and exclusive communities in the Phoe
nix metropolitan area. Camelback Ranch in
Phoenix and La Place and La Place du Som
met in Paradise Valley are all Bums deve
lopments. Sun Valley, a huge 28,OOO-acre,
200,000-resident community planned near
the White Tanks Mountains, also bears the
Bums logo.

Bums International is also co-developer
with Del E. Webb Corp. on The Foothills, a
4, 140-acre master planned community adja
cent to South Mountain Park. The Foothills
was recently named "Best Master Planned
Community" in the 1989 Major Achieve
ment in Merchandising Excellence
(MAME) awards sponsored by the Home
Builders Association of Central Arizona.

But Bums' Midas touch did not succeed
in turning Ventana Lakes into a goldmine.

Eugene Baker, chief operating officer of
Emerald Homes said simply, "He isn't fol
lowing through on his commitment and
things are deteriorating pretty rapidly."

According to Baker, Emerald has a $3
million investment in Ventana Lakes, but no
new building can begin until Burns can
come up with the money to cover construc
tion costs.

Bums International spokesman Brian
McBain said the company is trying to ar
range a fmancial package that will allow
new homes to be built. However, Burns'
principle lender, Valley National Bank,
froze the company's $750,000 credit line
and has so far refused to go along with any
new co-development proposals.

Meanwhile, Emerald has 159 lots in Ven
tana Lakes, but only eight homeowners.
There are only 24 homes in the develop
ment. Two homes that were started at the
time of pullout are still unfinished frames.

The other two builders in the develop
ment, Watt-Hancock and Valencia, have al
so ceased construction and new sales.

McBain would not comment on why Val
ley National Bank froze Bums' account, nor
would he comment on the fmancial status of
the company.

Ironically, Baker said, sales at Ventana
Lakes were brisk when the money dried up.

"Initially, sales were slow, but we started
some new sales campaigns, and our project
was one of the best-selling project's in the
Valley when Bums pulled out," he said.
, Baker said Emerald's arrangement with

Bums was a "quasi-joint venture," wherein
Burns was under contract with Emerald and
the other builders to provide funds for
construction.

As a result, Baker said, "Burns was as
suming a lot of the risk of the venture."

Baker said Emerald left Ventana Lakes
because "Bums quit doing what he was sup
posed to do."

"These are difficult times and we're
working in a hard real estate market right
now," McBain said. "Our main concern
right now is for the homeowners that are al
ready out there."

-Homeowner Phil Hummell disagrees
with McBain's assessment.

"It's been a guessing game with them
from the very beginning. They have never
communicated with us," he said.

"Wejust don't understand what the hell is
going on here."

quitoe . Fish were added to the pool to eat
the osquito larvae.

"It's a cesspool," Lemley said. "Every
week we see something else deteriorate.
Pretty soon even the ducks will leave."

A fence around the tennis courts has been
blown down by the wind. Landscaping al
ready in place at Ventana Lakes-trees,
grass, shrubs and flowers-have withered
and died without proper irrigation. A tem
porary building that was supposed to house
the community's arts and crafts center is de
lapidated. Some residents said they have
seen rodents inside the structure.

''How the hell can they do this, legally?"
lemley asked angrily.

"How many times can they do this before
some government comes in and does
something?"

Maryann Lemley said she used the com
munity's whirlpool spa every night as ther
apy for the arthritis in her feet Since the

pullout, she has had to do without this
amenity.

Lemley said some residents threatened
stop paying their homeowners' dues, bu
discovered that Bums could attach liens to
their homes if they took that action.

See Ventana Lakes/page 8
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''They took the clubhouse away
from us, but we still have to pay for
it," he said.

According to the agreements
signed by the homeowners and
Bums, the developer is responsible
for the maintenance of the proper
ty's amenities until the community
is 75 percent completed. Then, the
homeowners take over responsi
bility for maintenance.

Hummell said Ventana Lakes is
"light years away" from 75 percent
build-out

'~We're not asking for that
much," Lemley said. "All we want
is what we paid for."

"We would love to sell there,
but we can't," Emerald spokesman
Baker said. "It would be difficult
to sell anything out there with the
situation with the swimming pool
and clubhouse the way it is."

Baker said Emerald has not had
any contact with Bums for several
weeks.

"Things aren't all that shiny," he
said.

...The Foothills...Camelback
Ranch..,Sun Valley..,each one de
veloped with personal care and at
tention from a team of specialists
who insist on nothing but the best.

"There is no way that it is moral
ly right for this man to go some
where else in this city and make
money and leave us high and dry,"
Sue Hummell insisted.

Approximately 20 Ventana
Lakes residents, incensed by an ar
ticle in The Arizona Republic ab
out the success of The Foothills,
staged a protest at that South
Mountain development on Sun
day. Carrying placards and jars of
murky water from their swimming
pool, the residents spent the after
noon discouraging prospective
buyers from going through the
gates of The Foothills.

"The story says The Foothills is
the best development going in the
Valley," Phil Hummell said.
"Well, we can show them where
the worst is."

While the residents picketed,
Mike Aprati was trying to clean

their swimming pool. Aprati, Own
er of Rainbow Pool Supply and
Repair in Tempe, had been hired
by Kinney Management Co. to re
store the pool to its original state.

"This thing is a disaster," Aprati
said as he scooped a net full of al
gae off the pool steps. "It's a real
challenge.

"I feel sorry for the people my
self. They came out here, most of
them from out of state, and they
think this is paradise. The next
thing they see is everything being
closed down.

"But what I want to know is
once I clean it up, who's going to
keep it cleaned up?"

On Monday, Bums spokesman
McBain said the company had pro
vided Kinney Management with
the funding to clean up the pool,
and to restore and maintain the
grounds and lakes. The clubhouse
is also being reopened for resident
use.

"We're working very hard to
make everything come out right,"
McBain said. ,

Asked if this meant construction
funds may be found to keep build
ing at Ventana Lakes, McBain
said, "No."

In the meantime, both Ventana

Lakes homeowners and the buil
ders are looking into legal action
against Bums.

"We're going to maintain our
property," Baker said. "We're
waiting to see if Bums is going to
be the owner or if someone else is,
and to see if there is any money to
go after."

The homeowners, meanwhile;
have taken their case to a number
of state and local agencies, includ
ing the Attorney General's Office
and the Registrar of Contractors.
Both offices have agreed to look
into the matter, according to Ma
ryann Lemley.

"In our eyes, their credibility is
gone."

The residents have also pro
tested to the Peoria City Council,
but city officials were not
encouraging.

Peoria City Engineer Eldon Jo
hannsen told a group of approxi
mately 30 residents last Tuesday
that the city has little leverage with
private developers on private land.

"We will pursue maintenance of
the landscaping along the right-of
way, but I'm not intending to do
something on private property un
less directed to do so," Johannsen
said.



Frogs frolic in the murky water of the Ventana Lakes swimming pool.
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"Someday" used to be a mag
ic word around the Westside.

See that cactus patch? Some
day, someone is going to build a
resort there. See that cottonfield?
Someday, that's going to be a
regional shopping mall.

Someday the West Valley is
going to explode with activity.
Just like Scottsdale. Just like Los
Angeles.

Someday.
Well, look at your calendar.

Someday, for the time being, has
come and gone, and no one
even noticed it. No one knows
exactly what day "someday" fell
on, but one thing is certain; we
are on the other side of it now.

Maybe we were too busy to
see "someday" come and go.
Maybe it came while we were
watching Charles Keating file in
to federal court. Maybe it came
while we watched Keith Turley
resign amid the catcalls of angry
stockholders.

Bankruptcy is busting up that
old gang 0' mine.

Land barons, Arizona's version
of riverboat gamblers, have fal
len on hard times. They can't
cover their bets anymore, and
it's time to pay up.

Of course, the odds said that
'Sooner or later they would lose
a hand, but the thought never
entered their minds. They were
so used to winning, they forgot
they were gambling.

As a result of their careless
ness and arrogance, big schemes
are turning to dust, and they're
taking smaller dreams with them.

Ventana Lakes was going to
be the Westside's crowning
glory, someday. The 480-acre de
velopment in north Peoria was
planned by Burns International to
be the finest, lakeside-living
adult community in the area.

Bums International, the private
company of Arizona native
Robert Burns, had the reputation
for daring and aggressive deve
lopment that even a riverboat

gambler would envy. It was
Burns, along with affiliate The
Adams Group, that developed the
master plan for Sun Valley, a
28,OOO-acre community that will
be home to 200,000 Arizonans,
someday.

And, the impracticality of
making Arizona look like Minne
sota aside, Ventana Lakes would
have been beautiful, someday.

But the money ran out. Then
Burns ran out, leaving a handful
of homeowners wondering what
had happened to their dreams.

The lakes began to stink, the
grass died, fences blew down.
Frogs and algae took over the
swimming pool. The clubhouse
was padlocked.

Now, after months of ignoring
its commitment to Ventana Lakes
homeowners, and after four arti
cles on the pullout have ap
peared in local newspapers,
Burns has found the cash to
clean up the neglected grounds
at Ventana Lakes.

And who knows? Maybe
someday, Burns says, someone
will find the cash to build again
at the development.

But someday will come too
late for Glenn and Bonnie Fran
cis. The Francises planned to re
tire to Ventana Lakes from Dur
ango, Colorado. With this goal
in mind, they bought the home
they dreamed they would occupy
someday, watched the workers
pour the foundation, and then
were told by Burns to keep their
money and go back to Durango.

The Francises won't see their
home built on lot 155. But may
be someday another couple will
see their home go up on the
Francises' foundation.

Maybe, someday, someone will
take over the neglected develop
ment; someone with the real
commitment and the reserves to
make Ventana Lakes the beauti
ful community it was designed
to be.



Petitions call for incorporation vote

Petitions from page 12
"Opponents, or anti
incorporationists, claim the mea
sure has been rushed into a vote,
prohibiting close examination.

Carpenter's office said it could
take two to three months before the
election validation procedure is
completed and the measure is put
to vote.

Organized groups on both sides
of the issue have scheduled several
rallies and information meetings
this Fall in hopes of gathering the
support of returning residents.

e

By Jeff Nelson
Westsider staff writer

The county supervisors office
has received petitions calling for a
vote on the incorporation of Sun
City West.

The nearly 2400 signatures ar
rived at the county supervisor's of
fice last Tuesday in a crowded re
ception attended by County
Supervisor Carole Carpenter, sev
eral state lawmakers, and several
Valley TV stations, radio stations
and newspapers.

Sun City Resident Allen Powell,
and representatives from two Sun
City West homeowners associa
tions, delivered the signatures in
hopes of allowing the county
enough time to validate the signa
tures and prepare the measure for a
place on the November ballot. .

The signatures, nearly twice the
1,200 required, were gathered last
March.

Al Spanjer, president of Sun Ci
ty West's Property Owners and
Residents. Association (PORA),
said the petitions were held to al
low residents who leave the retire
ment community during the hot
summer months enough time to re
turn and vote in a November
election.

Maricopa County statutes re
quire an election be held within
120 days of the petition's filing.

Carpenter said she doesn't fore
see a problem in the validation
process.

"Certain things have to be done

at each department, so it moves
from one department to another.

"They have turned. in almost
twice the signatures that are re
quired," Carpenter said, "so the ex
pectation would be that when they
have that much buffer there that
they probably would have no
problems."

Upon receiving the petitions,
Carpenter immediately forwarded
them to the Clerk of the Board. The
clerk will eventually pass them to
the elections department, the Mar
icopa County Plannning and Zon
ing Department and, finally, to the
county attorney's office for final
approval.

Carpenter said an election date
will be set once the signatures are
validated and her office has re
ceived the approval for an election
from all the other county depart
ments involved.

e

"After that," Carpenter said, "if
(the election) was successful, the
board will be responsible for ap
pointing an interim city council."

The issue of incorporation has
been the subject of heated con
troversy in Sun City West for the
past year.

If the incorporation measure
reaches the November ballot and
passes, Sun City West would be
come a self-governed city as op
posed to a development under
county jurisdiction.

Del E. Webb, Sun City and Sun
City West's developer, claims they
will be pulling out of the retire
ment community at the end of
1993.

Currently, the county provides
such services as police protection
and street maintenance.

IfSun City West becomes a city
they will be eligible-on a per ca-

pita basis-to receive state shared
revenue funds, which are collected
from state income taxes, gasoline
taxes, vehicle license taxes, and
state lottery funds.

Proponents of incorporating
Sun City West say the measure

e

will give them better representa
tion in state government, more re
sident cOlttrol of the community's
future, and "more respect."

See Petitions/page 14
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Janelle Morris, Glendale water at
torney, agreed that the GPCD stipula
tion could put Glendale at a disadvan
tage when competing with other cities
for business.

"The city with the lower (GPCD)
number will be less able to attract
water-intensive resources," she said.
"We will have to tell people, 'We re
ally want you to bring your business
to Glendale, but you have to use only
this much water.'

"We're not opposed to GPCD,"
Morris said. "We just don't believe it
should be the only measurement of
compliance."

In order to receive a modification,
Glendale must prove "an extraordin
ary circumstance" that is keeping the
city from reaching its conservation
goals.

Morris said the city's modification
request contends that the Arrowhead
Ranch development represents an ex
traordinary circumstance.

"The Arrowhead Ranch plan re
nders our target unreasonable," Mor
ris said. "The idea from the beginning
was they were going to have a lot of
golf courses and other non-residential I
uses." ,

A ruling on Glendale's modifica- I
tion request could come by the end of
the month. Frank Barrios, area direc
tor for the Phoenix Active Manage- I
ment Area of the Department of Wa
ter Resources, said until a decision
has been reached on the modification I:
request, the Department will make no
determination on compliance.

A letter to Iwanski from the depart
ment' dated Dec. 19, 1988, seems to I
hint that the modification request
could go in Glendale's favor.

"The Arrowhead Lake complex
represents a large non-residential
use," the letter stated, "and in the
opinion of the Phoenix Active Man
agement Area, would represent an
'extraordinary circumstance' that is
making it unreasonable for the City of
Glendale to meet it's assigned GPCD
target.

"

By Brian Alcorn and Jeff Nelson
Chronicle staff writers

GLENDALE-Glendale is using
too much water, according to the state
Department of Water Resources.

But Glendale officials say the stan
dard used to measure water consump
tion is all wet, and they hope the state
agency will modify it to more accu
rately reflect the city's conservation
efforts.

The Department of Water Resour
ces regulates water consumption by
local governments, which, in accor
dance with the 1980 Groundwater
Management Act, must reduce re
liance on underground aquifers to
supply water to their residents and
businesses.

To comply with the legislation,
Glendale must reduce its water con
sumption to 199 gallons per capita per
day (GPCD). The city's average
GPCD this year has decreased, but
only to 226 gallons, well above the
state-mandated maximum.

Dave Iwanski, Glendale water re
sources director, said this reflects
morc on an inequity in the system
used to measure water use than a lack
of conservation by the city.

"The GPCD measures total water
usage, not just groundwater usage,"
Iwanski said. "As a result, the state
maintains that we are in non
compliance, when really we have re
duced groundwater reliance by 60
percent this decade."

Glendale's total water production
since 1980 has increased from 212
GPCD to 228 GPCD in 1988. But, ac
cording to Iwanski, groundwater us
age has decreased from 210 GPCD in
1980 to 80 GPCD last year. The re
duction in groundwater pumping has
been achieved by treating more sur
face water, Iwanski said, a policy
which he said will continue to reduce
the city's reliance on underground
water supplies.

Iwanski said Glendale has spent
morc than $85 million on improve
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Othe new non-residential user will
use appropriate con~ervation

technologies.
All of these criteria have been met,

according to Morris.
"Glendale has been very innova

tive in implementing conservation
programs," Morris said.

Glendale's three main water con
servation programs began over three
years ago, in Jan. 1986. They include
a landscape rebate program, an irriga
tion timer rebate program, and a
water-saving toilet rebate program.

The most successful rebate
program-the landscape program
offers $100 to every homeowner that
installs or converts 50 percent or more
of their yard to non-grass
landscaping.

According to Glendale Water Con
servation Officer David Schultz, over
1,100 homeowners have taken advan
tage of the landscape program.

The second rebate program offers
$35 to all homeowners that install an

Please See Water/page 7 I
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By Brian Alcorn and Jeff Nelson
Chronicle staff writers

GLENDALE-Glendale is using
too much water, according to the state
Department of Water Resources.

But Glendale officials say the stan
dard used to measure water consump
tion is all wet, and they hope the state
agency will modify it to more accu
rately reflcct the city's conservation
efforts.

The Department of Water Resour
ces regulates water consumption by
local governments, which, in accor
dance with the 1980 Groundwater
Management Act, must reduce re
liance on underground aquifers to
supply water to their residents and
businesses.

To comply with the legislation,
Glendale must reduce its water con
sumption to 199 gallons per capita per
day (GPCD). The city's average
GPCD this year has decreased, but
only to 226 gallons, well above the
state-mandated maximum.

Dave Iwanski, Glendale water re
sources director, said this reflects
more on an inequity in the system
used to measure water use than a lack
of conservation by the city.

"The GPCD measures total water
usage, not just groundwater usage,"
Iwanski said. "As a result, the state
maintains that we are in non
compliance, when really we have re
duced groundwater reliance by 60
percent this decade."

Glendale's total water production
since 1980 has increased from 212
GPCD to 228 GPCD in 1988. But, ac
cording to Iwanski, groundwater us
age has decreased from 210 GPCD in
1980 to 80 GPCD last year. The re
duction in groundwater pumping has
been achieved by treating more sur
face water, Iwanski said, a policy
which he said will continue to reduce
the city's reliance on underground
water supplies.

Iwanski said Glendale has spent
more than $85 million on improve
ments to its water treatment and
waste-water systems since 1980.

Glendale filed a request two years
ago with the Department of Water Re
sources to modify its GPCD require
ment. That request is still under
..eview.

Iwanski said the GPCD restriction
on Glendale is unfair, when compared
to those of neighboring communities
such as Peoria and Phoenix. Peoria's
GPCD limitation is 292, while Phoe
nix's require.ment is ~51. Youngtown
has a GPCD cap of 378 and Paradise
Valley's limitation is 787 GPCD.
. As a result of this inequity, Glen
dale may be unable to attract busines
ses with high water usage, such as
golfcourses and resorts, Iwanski said.

"We run the risk of being put at an
economic disadvantage because of
this wrong measurement," Iwanski
said.

Janelle Morris, Glendale water at
torney, agreed that the GPCD stipula
tion could put Glendale at a disadvan
tage when competing with other cities
for business.

"The city with the lower (GPCD)
number will be less able to attract
water-intensive resources," she said.
"We will have to tell people, 'We re
ally want you to bring your business
to Glendale, but you have to use only
this much water.'

"We're not opposed to GPCD,"
Morris said. "We just don't believe it
should be the only measurement of
compliance."

In order to receive a modification
Glendale must prove "an extraordin~
ary circumstance" that is keeping the
city from reaching its conservation
goals.

Morris said the city's modification
request contends that the Arrowhead
Ranch development represents an ex
traordinary circumstance.

"The Arrowhead Ranch plan re
nders our target umeasonable," Mor
ris said. 'The idea from the beginning
was they were going to have a lot of
golf courses and other non-residential
uses."

A ruling on Glendale's modi fica- I
tion request could come by the end of
the month. Frank Barrios, area direc
tor for the Phoenix Active Manage- I
ment Area of the Department of Wa
ter Resources, said until a decision
has been reached on the modification ,:
request, the Department will make no
determination on compliance.

A letter to Iwanski from the depart
ment, dated Dec. 19, 1988, seems to I
hint that the modification request
could go in Glendale's favor.

"The Arrowhead Lake complex
represents a large non-residential
use," the letter stated, "and in the
opinion of the Phoenix Active Man
agement Area, would represent an
'extraordinary circumstance' that is
making it umeasonable for the City of
Glendale to meet it's assigned GPCD
target.

"Consequently, we are willing to
consider granting a modification to
remove the quantity of water used by
the Arrowhead complex from the
computations for determining
compliance."

Arrowhead Ranch groundwater
pumping currently accounts for 20
GPCD of Glendale's total, which
means that even if the development
were removed from consideration, the
ci~y would still be in non-compliance,
WIth 208 GPCD production.

In order to prove Arrowhead Ranch
is an extraordinary circumstance,
Glendale must meet three criteria:

Othe addition of the new non
residential use renders the applicable
maximum GPCD rate umeasonable.

Othe municipal provider has im
plemented an effective conservation
program.



Othe new non-residential user will
use appropriate conservation
technologies.

All of these criteria have been met,
according to Morris.

"Glendale has been very innova
tive in implementing conservation
programs," Morris said.

Glendale's three main water con
servation programs began over three
years ago, in Jan. 1986. They include
a landscape rebate program, an irriga
tion timer rebate program, and a
water-saving toilet rebate program.

The most successful rebate
program-the landscape program
offers $100 to every homeowner that
installs or converts 50 percent or more
of their yard .to non-grass
landscaping.

According to Glendale Water Con
servation Officer David Schultz, over
1,100 homeowners have taken advan
tage of the landscape program.

The second rebate program offers
$35 to all homeowners that install an

Please See Water/page 7
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Litchfield Park, LKY
reach compromise
By Brian Alcorn
Chronicle staff writer

Litchfield Park-Compromise be
tween residents and developers here
has brought Wigwam Creek back to
life, after bitter disagreement nearly
tore the planned community asunder.

Litchfield Park Mayor Richard
Meese said last week that meetings
between the city, local residents and
LKY Development Co. have brought
about a compromise on the controver
sial master plan for Wigwam Creek, a
planned, 850-acre residential com
munity that would border Litchfield
Park on the east.

According to Meese, the comprom
ise includes drastic reductions in the
size of two commercial centers along
Dysart Road and an overall reduction
in population density for the
community.

The two commercial centers were
originally designed by LKY as "pow
er centers"-large retail complexes
totalling more than 62 acres at the cor
ners of Camelback and Dysart roads
and Indian School and Dysart roads.

But Litchfield Park residents
argued that the centers were far too
big, and that they would bring un-

necessary traffic, air and noise pollu
tion to the area.

As part of the compromise, Meese
said LKY has agreed to reduce these
commercial areas to a total of 22
acres. Also, Meese said, both of the
centers are separated from Dysart
Road by public parks, providing
a~cquate buffering between the shop
pmg centers and the private resi
dences of Litchfield Park residents
across Dysart.

LKY also agreed to a cap of 3,800
dwelling units over the entire deve
lopment, with an average density of
5.3 dwelling units per acre. Home
sites in Wigwam Creek along Dysart
will be a minimum of 10,000 square
feet, Meese said.

These two ,concessions on the part
of LKY were vital to obtain the sup
port of Litchfield Park, Meese said.
The Litchfield Park Citizens League,
a ~oup that formed in April to oppose
WIgwam Creek, and the city's largest
homeowners association have also
agreed to back the new plan.

"This is a plan we can support,"
Meese said. "All of our groups are
prepared to go forward with the deve-

Please See Wigwam/page 2
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loper to the county board of supervi
sors and voice our enthusiastic sup
port for this project."

A spokesman for LKY could not be
reached for comment Monday.

The compromise seems to signal an
end to months of controversy that de
layed the presentation of the Wigwam
Creek master plan to the Maricopa
County Board of Supervisors.

The plan finally may go before the
board of supervisors for consideration
in early October, nearly a year after
the application for the development
was first submitted.

Local opposition to the master plan
grew in April, when a proposed rea
lignment of Dysart Road a quarter
mile to the east was scrapped by the
developers.

Without the realignment, Litch
field Park residents feared the "power
centers" were located too close to
their community, without adequate
buffering to alleviate noise and traffic
problems.

Several times throughout the sum
mer, residents and city staff, includ
ing Meese, protested against the plan
at meetings of the county planning
and zoning commission, delaying the

plan's progress while modifications
were made to appease the residents.

On June 22, the commission re
sponded by voting 8-2 to forward the
developers' application to the board
of supervisors with a recommenda
tion for denial.

Now it was LKY's tum to ask for a
delay.

With the commission's recommen
dation, Wigwam Creek seemed un
likely to pass through the board of
supervisors, so LKY asked for a con
tinuance on its application while it
met with residents to reach an agree
ment. Since early August, developers,
residents and city staff have been
meeting about every week to try to ir
on out differences, Meese said.

"We wanted to be sure that all the
groups involved got to voice their ob
jections and concerns," Meese said of
the meeting process.

Andy Anderson, president of the
Citizens League, said the agreement
"was the best compromise we could
get."

The new plan was presented to the
Litchfield City Council last night. A
public nearing on the proposal will be
held Sept. 20 in Litchfield Park.
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pool, unless they use effluent or
waste-water.

"Those large bodies of water have
now been nipped," he said. "Citizens
should no longer see large lakes going
in."

The Groundwater Management
Act was passed by the Legislature in
1980 in an attempt at recharging Ar
izona's shrinking aquifers. The man
agement plan instituted by Valley ci
ties calls for them to achieve "safe
yield"-where water is being pumped
out at the same rate it is being
recharged-by the year 2025.

quired for new home developments in
Glendale, use only 5,019 gallons of
water a year.

In addition, he said, residents could
save $34 a year in water utilities, more
than the cost of the showerheads.

While Glendale residents are being
asked to cut down on water usage, de
velopers in the city are being asked to
cut down on their water projects, such
as lakes and fountains.

According to Schultz, new state
regulations will soon require develop
ers to limit man-made bodies of water
to the size of an Olympic swimming

and-a-half per flush. Schultz said
Glendale was the first major city in
the country to do this. .

"Because of what Glendale has
done, others have followed our lead,"
he said. "The state of Massachusetts
now requires them statewide, the city
of Los Angeles requires them and
there are othcr states considering re
quiring them."

The city recently gave out water-
saving showerhead inserts as part of
their water conservation program.

Prior to 1980, homebuilders in
stalled showerheads that released 5-7
gallons of water a minute.

A study by the Glendale water de
partment found that an average per
son taking 5-minute showers with
these showerheads used 9,125 gallons
of water a year.

Schultz said the new 2.75-gallon
per-minute showerheads, now re-

automatic timer on their underground
irrigation system. Schultz said the re
bates are intended to defer some of the
cost of the timers, which can cost as
much as $75.

Schultz said over 300 homeowners
have taken advantage of the timer
rebate.

The third rebate Glendale offers is
for any homeowner that retrofits an
existing toilet to a city-approved toilet
that uses no more than a gallon-and-a-
half per flush.

Schultz said Glendale will pay
$100 per toilet if the retail cost of the
toilet is more than $200, or $50 if the
retail cost is under $200. He said 50
residents have taken advantage of the
toilet rebate.

In Jan. 1988, Glendale began re
quiring all new homebuilders in the
city to install toilets that use a gallon-

Water from page 2==-------------------------



Westside cities urged to work with Luke

Encroachment
could harm
operations

By Jeff Nelson
Chronicle staff writer

PHOENIX-Westside developers
were urged in a report last week to
consult Luke Air Force Base officials
before proposing any new develop
ment near or around the West Valley
base, which is located 10 miles from
downtown Glendale.

The report, released last week by
the Military Affairs Committee of the
Phoenix Chamber of Commerce,
stated that the importance of making
base officials aware of new develop
ments is increasing as communities
grow closer to the air base.

It warned that further encroach
ment by land developers and upgrad
ing of local civilian airports may se
verely limit the ability of these bases
to accomplish their mission in Arizo
na, possibly forcing a move.

The report also informed local gov
ernment officials of the positive im
pact Luke and other bases have on the
state's economy, and the importance
of insuring their existence.

According to a supplement to the
Chamber's report prepared by Brig
Gen. Daniel Sherlock, commander of
Luke, the base contributed an esti
mated $419 million last year to the
area's economy.

In addition, it created 3,700 secon
dary jobs, housed 22,500 people and
spent $88 million on construction
contracts and supplies.

Sherlock stated that Luke, which
trains approximately 900 fighter air
crew members a year, already has ex
perienced a steady reduction in the
size of its training areas and the num
ber and length of its military training
routes due to encroaching
development.

Luke spokesman Bill Mackenzie
said future problems could be avoided
by implementing better communica
tion between the base and possible ci
ty developers.

"Although the base has no say in
whatis builtin civilian communities,"
said Mackenzie, "we certainly want to
work with developers, and to advise
them that certain areas around Luke

are going to be extremely noisy."
He said by persuading commercial

development to develop in the noisier
areas around the base and residential
in the quieter lanes, it is possible for
the community and the base to oper
ate in harmony.

Kenneth Edmunds, chairman of the
Chamber's military affairs commit
tee, who produced the report, said the
town of El Mirage is a perfect exam
ple ofa town that has notplanned their
community with Luke in mind.

"I believe the worst has happened
with El Mirage," he said. El Mir
age, which has ignored cooperative
planning with Luke, regularly accuses
the base of hindering its physical and
economical growth.

In contrast, Edmunds said Glendale
has probably been the best of all the
cities to work with Luke in develop
ing with the base in mind.

"All we're asking," he said, "is that
when a development is proposed, that
the commander of the base be
notified."

He said Luke is usually very
cooperative in working with the local
city planning and zoning departments
of the surrounding cities. He said
they've even changed their flight pat
terns to accomodate surrounding
developments.

"All we're asking is that the people
don't build houses under the flight
patterns," he said. "I think it's a very
reasonable request."

Edmunds said the Chamber has had
the position for 15 years, but felt the
need to put their position in writing
with the report

Harry Wolfe, the aviation coordi
nator for the Maricopa Association of
Governments, said Glendale and
other local communities have already
begun restricting the types of deve
lopment near the base.

He said the association, in conjunc
tion with Luke, conducted a land-use
study just last year which resulted in
several new model ordinances de
signed to insure a good working rela
tionship between city planners and
base officials.

"We are monitoring that," he said.
"It's not just do a study and then put it
on the shelf and go home."

The association met with Luke and
its surrounding developments two
weeks ago to see if they were follow
i ng MAG's recommen ded
ordinances.



"These communties are committed
to taking actions and doing the types
of things necessary for us to live with
one another," he said.

Wolfe said he doesn't agree with
the Chamber's report that the bases
are in any danger of being closed
down or affected.

"I think: we've done it," he said.
"We've just finished sitting down
with the bases on both sides of the
Valley to review what we've been do
ing and they expressed satisfaction
and were happy to see that we are
looking seriously at ways to enhance
compatible land use."
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Glendale
master plan

Old and new
clash over
By Brian Alcorn
Chronicle staff writer

GLENDALE-A development
planned on the outskirts of the city
has residents in the area up in arms.

Moreover, the conflict between
the city and the residents high
lights the growing pains Glendale
may face as it moves from its agri
cultural past to its urban future.

Last night, the city council vot
ed on the fate of a master plan for
Orangewood Village, a mixed-use
planned development consisting
of 280 acres and bound by Glen
dale Ave. to the south, 83rdAve. to
the east, 91 st Ave. to the west and
Northern Avenue one-half mile
north of the site.

The three developers for Or
angewood Village say the land for
the project, mostly undeveloped, is
ideally suited for a high-quality,

residential community. Glendale
City councilmembers say the de
velopment, located near both the
proposed Grand Avenue Express
way and the newly opened Agua
Fria Parkway, is ideally situated to
provide the city with atlractive and
profitable land use.

But many of the residents near
the project say the development
has too-high residential density,
and they resent the encroachment
of suburbia on their rural lifestyle.

Orangewood Village planners
have asked the city for housing
density of 3.5 single family resi
dences per acre. The consensus
among many of the residents op
posing the plan is that no more than
1-2 homes per acre should be built
in order to preserve a rural lifestyle
in the area.

"I want to know how they are
going to handle traffic," one resi-

dent complained. "I can't get out
on 83rd Ave. now."

In a meeting at Glendale Com
munity College last week, the old
Glendale and the new Glendale
showed just how far apart they
have become. More than 20 resi
dents attended the meeting with
Orangewood Village developers,
and after a confrontational hour
and-a-half dialogue, representa
tives from both sides agreed that
they had come no closer to reach
ing a consensus on the best use for
the land.

"I don't think we accomplished
anything here tonight," said Mi
chael Tiffany, attorney for the
developers.

"We love this area the way it is
and we don't want to see it
change," one resident said.

Please see Annexed/page 3
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"If we set down a set of standards
that apply equally to everybody and
then if we come back and say you did
the things you were supposed to, but
you still can't develop your property,
that's changing the rules in the middle
of the game and that isn't fair."

NO

SNOKINU

area residents.

At the meeting last week, area resi
dent Marlene Collier said, "I don't
think anybody here is opposed to de
velopment. But we want to see 1-2
homes per acre to maintain a rural or
semi-rural lifestyle. If we can post
pone the inevitable, there's nothing
wrong with that."

The attorney for the developers of Orangewood Village met last week with

process, and that the opinions of all or "it would sent a very bad sign to the i

area residents were solicited in the development community.
drafting of the plan.

"It's unfortunate at this point that a
number of residents still fecl at odds
with the general plan," Renner said.

"It's a contrary lifestyle, and there
doesn't seem to be any solution,"
Vice Mayor Quentin Tolby said. "The
fact that the neighborhood is going to
be residential is a fact of life."

"It's highly unlikely that land will
remain agricultural," Renner agreed.
"Higher and better use can be made of
that area than raising cotlon and
alfalfa."

Tolby said the council had to ap
prove the Orangewood Village plan

Annexed from page 1

"It's not going to be long before
they say you can't keep that cow
there, you can't keep that horse there,
you're going to have to move that
tractor."

"We're concerned about our area
where we are going to live," another
resident said. "The developers are
concerned about the buck.

''I'm just concerned that when this
is all said and done and when it's ap
proved by the city, we won't have any
say. We'll be left high and dry with
whatever we can get."

Most of the homeowners protesting
the project live qutside the Glendale
city limits, including historic Hick
man's Egg Ranch. According to own
er Bill Hickman, he may have to move
his operation away from Glendale in
order to find a location where residen
tial development won't disturb his
business.

However, according to recommen
dations made by the city in its recently
adopted general land use plan, the
conceptual plan for Orangewood Vil
lage fits very well into Glendale's
projccted future.

"The city's general plan calls for
3.5 density in that area and we have
3.5 density," Tiffany said.

"From what I understand, the plan
(for Orangewood Village) seems to
meet the goals of the area's plan,"
Glendale Mayor George Renner said.

Renner said the development of the
general plan was a "very inclusive"
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daring the thrift insolvent. There has
been little interest in Estrella since
then.

No production homes have been
built at Estrella since the models were
constructed in April. The only homes
in the 4,OOO-acre first phase of the
project are privately financed resi
dences, Voigt said.

Thomas Hickcox, vice president of
sales and marketing for Continental
Homes, said his company was waiting
for assurance from the federal gov
ernment that the needs of the home
owners association would be taken
care of before it would build any more
houses in Estrella.

"It didn't make sense for us to build
without assurances that the landscap
ing, tennis courts and so one would be
maintained," Hickcox said.

Now that the assurances are in
place, Continental is ready to sell
homes and build, Hickcox said.

"Traffic through our models is
good," he said. "Things are starting to
take off."

"There's still a great deal of interest
in the project and it's still a great
buy," Voigt agreed.

"Hopefully, we'll have a great year
despite all the negative publicity."

By Brian Alcorn
Chronicle staff writer

IHomebuilder
go to wor
Estrella

GOODYEAR-Homes are being
built in Estrella, a project presumed
dead after the collapse of Lincoln
Savings and Loan Association and the
bankruptcy of financier Charles H.
Keating Jr.

"We're back in business," declared
AmCor Investments president Mark
Voigt after Continental Homes an
nounced plans to start construction on
9 or 10 new homes.

Voigt said UDC Homes has also
announced it will begin construction
on Phase One housing in about two
weeks on an undetermined number of
homes.

Estrella, a 20,OOO-acre, master
planned community located in Goo
dyear eight miles south of Interstate
10, was expected to be one of the
largest planned communities in
Arizona.

Estrella is being developed by Am
Cor Investment Corp., a subsidiary of
American Continental Corporation.

But in April of 1989, American
Continental declared bankruptcy and
federal regulators seized Lincoln, de-



Estrella
returns
to life
By Jeff Nelson
Chronicle staff writer

One year after the collapse offinan
cier Charles Keating, the Estrella
development is back on its feet and on
the path to a healthy recovery, plan
ners say.

"The wheel was stopped for about
eight months, but the wheel is defi
nitely beginning to move again, and
it's gaining momentum every day,"
said David Gould, a salesman for
Continental Homes - the largest of
the two homebuilders in Estrella.

Estrella, a 21,000-acre master
planned community nestled in the
Sierra Estrella Mountains in Goo
dyear about 30 miles southwest of
downtown Phoenix, was the largest
project ever taken on by American
Continental Corporation and it's
owner - embattled fmancier Charles
Keating.

In fact, it was expected to be the
largest master-planned community in
Arizona and one of the largest active
land developments in the country.

Estrella's visionaries planned the
community to have over 70,000 resi
dential units, a multitude of high-rise
office buildings, extensive industrial
sites, neighborhood and community
shopping centers, a 99-acre hospital
complex and qoth primary and secon
dary schools.

But in April of 1989, American
Continental declared bankruptcy and
federal regulators seized Lincoln, de
claring the thrift insolvent. Building,
planning and interest in the project
slid to a virtual halt.

But now, one year after Lincoln's
collapse, things are beginning to turn
around, say those involved with the
project's development.

Please See Estrella/page 12



are coming from the East Valley.
"What's surprising me is that I

have customers coming from as far
away as Scottsdale," said Gould.

Supporters of the development
agree that the completion ofInterstate
10 and the Estrella Freeway will also
help attract more buyers because of
direct access to downtown Phoenix
without the congestion common to
East Valley freeeway systems.

But despite all the new freeways
and increasing home sales, both Goo
dyear and Estrella city planners agree
Estrella desperately needs commer
cial and industrial development.

And the latest word there is
encouraging.

McKesson Corp. of San Francisco
is expected soon to begin utilizing
150 acres that it acquired in 1988 for a
distribution center, according to Paul
Walker, Goodyear's Director of
Community Development

"They're well along in their con
struction planning," he said. "We ha
ven't received their plans yet but we
expect to real soon."

Rubbermaid Corp., located at
Buckeye and Cotton Lane, has been
operating a 400,OOO-square-foot fa
cility that provides jobs for more than
200.

Although Intertee Aviation, an air
craft repair firm located in at the
Phoenix/Goodyear Airport, was faced
with layoffs two months ago, things
should begin to pick up soon with the
acquisition of several contracts, ac
cording spokespeople at Intertec.

Both St. Joseph's Hospital and
Medical Center, and PMH Health Re
sources Inc. have also announced
plans to build major medical cam
puses in Goodyear.

Other probable eJ;l1ployers in the
Estrella/Goodyear area include Mill
er's Outpost Inc, which acquired 40
acres in 1988 in Estrella at Cotton
Lane and State Route 85; the Simpson
Norton Corp" a wholesale and retail
distributor of turf maintenance equip
ment and sprinkler systems, which
plans to relocate its corporate head
quarters to a site at Bullard Road
south of State Route 85; and Kraft
Foods, which purchased 4.6 acres on
the northwest comer of Elliot Road
and Interstate 10 for a communica
tions center.

"We've got a few more things up
our sleeves," said Voigt. "There's go
ing to be some more activity going up
there (in Estrella)."

"Things are looking extremely up,"
said Voigt "Sales and reservations to
date have been phenomenaL"

But Voigt admitted it didn't always
look so optimistic.

"It's been a long haul getting ev
erything sorted out and started up," he
said. "But we're poised to restart
building ofour custom homes and the
overall outlook for Estrella looks real
good."

Although the future of the com
munity, located about eight miles
south of Interstate 10, will be deter
mined, in part, by home sales, the Re
solution Trust Corporation - the
government agency responsible for
liquidating Lincoln Savings' assets
- (;ould determine its ultimate fate.

"We expect the RTC to maintain
property values," said Voigt. "It
would be my opinion that the RTC
will be looking to sell Estrella by at
tracting a well-qualified buyer."

So far, the RTC has already pro
vided funds to complete the Estrella
Mountain Elementary School, which
now caters to about 150 students.

In addition, a sales· office has been
maintained to sell lots for custom
homes.

Total investment in the 4,OOO-acre
Phase I ofEstrella 's development will
exceed $110 million, according to fig
ures released in late 1988. The infra
structure in Phase I is complete, ac
cording to Voigt, as well as most of
the landscaping along the more than
10 miles of arterial roads.

Homebuilders say although a ma
jority of their customers have come
from the West Valley, more and more

I

"We're very happy," saidJim Park
er, a spokesman for AmCor Invest
ment Corp. "From an on-site perspec
tive it's getting better and better every
day... there's an awfullot of interest
out here."

AmCor Investments, a subsidiary
of American Continental Corp, is the
new owner and developer of Estrella.

Parker said 150-175 custom lots
have already been sold in the first
phase of Estrella's development and
that the remaining 200 should be sold
by the end of the year.

Continental Homes, one of Estrel
la's two home builders, has sold more
than 20 homes, ranging in price from
$90,000 to $125,000, in the first
4,OOO-acre phase of development

Continental owns 155 lots and has
options on another 50, according to
Thomas Hichcox, vice-president of
sales and marketing for Continental
Homes.

"To sell about one home a week in
this market is amazing," said Gould.
"Things are going terrific."

DOC Homes, which has options on
about 180 lots and has been finalizing
arrangements with the government,
has 14 lot reservations and three home
sales, according to DOC spokesman
David Bernas. DOC's home prices
range from $90,000 to $150,000 in its
two communities.

These new home figures, combined
with renewed interest from the com
mercial builders, have made AmCor's
Investments president Mark Voigt a
happy man.

Estrella from page 1"--
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Zoning Commission submitted
this draft with minor revisions to
the Council last month. The Coun
cil has subsequently reviewed the
plan in Workshop Session and re
viewed background traffic model
information during its Workshop
Session November 15.

The Glendale General Plan is
the first in Arizona to present such
comprehensive detail, Prescott
said. "This is the 'big picture' to
guide the long-term development
of the city. The City Council will
be able to refer to the plan for di
rcction not only for development
but for all physical improvements
to the city."

The General Plan includes a
highly detailed land use element,
identifying the use and intensity of
development for every parcel of
land in the city.

The circulation element identi
fies the function of every street in
the city and makes recommenda
tions for street design changes as
well as identifying alternative
modes of transportation such as the
mass transit system proposed by

set for final review
the Regional Public Transporta-/
tion Authority. The circulation ele
ment addresses bikeways, pedest
rian areas, trail systems, and
regional bus routes.

The urban design element con
ceptualizes ways to improve the
visual quality of the city, specifi
cally as people drive through the
city. It addresses street landscap
ing, signage, entry features, use of
building materials, building orien
tation, and setbacks. This element
also identifies maximum building
heights, specifying which areas of
the city will be allowed to have
taller buildings and which areas
will have building heights consis
tent with residential
neighborhoods.

The city sections the city into
nine character areas, each contain
ing common land use characteris
tics. Each of these character areas
has its own map and its own set of
policies based on localized issues,
Prescott explains. "This element
gives the City an opportunity to ad
dress local issues which are not of
concern to the entire city."

'Plan'
General Plan. The Council will
hold a public hearing to receive
this comment on Thursday, Dec. 1
at 6 p.m. in the Council Chambers,
5850 W. Glendale Ave.

Copies of the proposed General
Plan and the October 1988 Land
Use Map are available free of
charge from the Community Deve
lopment Services Center on the
second floor of the Glendale Mun
icipal Office Building.

The General Plan document
submitted to the Council last
month by the Planning and Zoning
Commission includes changes to
the text and to the Land Use Map
which have resulted from an exten
sive two-year public review pro
cess. The Planning and Zoning
Commission held three public
hearings as well as a series of 17
public workshops in an effort to
give the public as much opportuni
ty as possible to comment on the
plan before a final draft was pre
sented to the City Council.

The revised second draft was
opened to public hearing in SepItembe' 1988. The PlannIng and

Glendale's General Plan has
been submitted to the City Council
for final review and approval. Be
fore taking action, the Council
would like to hear any further com
ment the public may have on the

Glendale



ments another 12.5 miles of pri
vate lands that the fast-growing
Peoria is also annexing. The
moves that now bring the Westside
city's size to approximately 63
square miles.

Tinberg's comment was timely
since the state land going to Peoria
was part of a 55-mile chunk both
Phoenix and Peoria sought. In the
state agreement, proposed by State
Land Commissioner M. Jean Has
sell nearly a year ago, Phoenix is
acquiring 19 square miles bounded
by Interstate 17, the New River
channel, the Central Arizona Pro
ject Canal and a line one-half mile
north of the Carefree Highway.

The Selection Board, composed
currently of Governor Rose Mof
ford, Attorney General Bob Cor
bin and Treasurer Ray Rottas, re
ndered a unanimous decision
approving Peoria's annexation re
quest August 2. Phoenix has not
yet applied for board approval of
its alloted land.

Peoria's Tinberg envisions the
new land as a big step toward ad
ding recreational and low-density
residential areas to the city. The
land brings Peoria up to the south
of end of Lake Pleasant Park.

"Peoria has always wanted to
see its future connected with Lake
Pleasant," Tinberg said. Undergo
ing major northwestern expan
sions that almost border on Lake
Pleasant, Phoenix apparently feels
the same way.

'Territorial wars' foreseen
By Michael Higgins

Despite approval by the state
Selection Board last week of a
14.5-mile annexation of state land·
by Peoria, City Manager Dennis
Tinberg predicts land in the Lake
Pleasant-area land will continue to
be the target of future "territorial
wars" between Peoria and
Phoenix.

The new acquisition, land run
ning north from Pinnacle Peak
Road to State Highway 74, supple-
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"A donation of that value we'd have to
look at carefully," District 4 Supervisor Car
ole Carpenter said Monday. Carpenter was
the supervisor who was pushing hardest for
a decision the past few board meetings.

County officials are presently trying to
cope with a $6.7 million shortfall for the up
coming fiscal year. The northwest site was
scheduled to be built by 1995 after a county
bond vote authorizing construction funds.
tentatively planned for next year, was held.
Voters approved $4.3 million for land
acquisition.

The county has been looking for a north
west site at least 25 acres large in a campu
slike setting. Accessibility to the freeway
system and convenience to the overall reg
ion were also recommended.

The two Peoria sites, off Olive and 79th
and 83 avenues, "still serve the county the
best," Peoria Mayor Ronald Travers said af
ter being apprised of the Long offer. A
neighborhood meeting held July 27 saw 50
Peoria residents object to a juvenile deten
tion center located nearby. The Glen Harbor
location also borders residences.

Long also mentioned neighborhood con
cerns as one of the reasons behind his offer.

the center and then lease it to the county until
a bond election is held.

Asked why he had waited until just before
the end of the county's selection process to
make his offer, Long said he wasn't aware
the county was looking at sites "that far
west." Being aware of the current county fis
cal woes, Long said he spoke to County
Manager Robert Mauney and Tom Frees
tone, the chairman of the board of supervi
sors, last week and discussed his offer.

"They said, 'Well then, turn in a propos
ai,' " Long, who gave Glendale 240 acres to
help with their airport building earlier in the
decade, recalled. The major Westside buil
der had also offered to donate land to build a
professional football stadium a couple of
years back, an offer not taken by the City of
Phoenix.

County Facilities-Management Director
Art Dickson believes the late Long proposal
will postpone today's scheduled vote. "My
guess is they would not be able to discard or
cast aside that offer," said Dickson, whose
staff was finalizing a report on the three "fi
nalists" when the Long proposal came in.

By Michael Higgins
Today was the day the five members of

the Maricopa County Board of Supervisors
were scheduled to receive a staffreport com
paring the three remaining Northwest Reg
ional Service Center sites. The board was
then eXpeCted to vote on placing the $22 mil
lion center at either one of two Peoria loca
tions or another in west Glendale.

After a dramatic proposal by well-known
Phoenix developer John F. Long offering 40
acres free was delivered to the board by
courier Friday afternoon, principals now ex
peet the site review to be extended. Long's
land, located next to the Glendale Municipal
Airport and south of the remaining Glendale
alternative, has an estimated value of $2.4
million.

Long owns 400 acres of land west of the
airport.

A total of 29 proposals were made in
hopes of landing the service center, which
will contain county courts, a juvenile deten- .
tion center, a records and license bureau and
a sheriffs substation, among other facilities.

To assist the county at a time of severe fi
nancial crunch, Long also offered to build

NW complex verdict due today,
Long offer makes it unlikelyv~:~
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__$1.3 million award struck down
By Linda Hilton

Just one month ago, a superior court jury
awarded Buckeye farmer Bill Roer and his
wife, Rita. $1.3 million for damages the Roers
claim stemmed from negligence by the Buck
eye Irrigation Company and the Arlington
Canal Company in maintaining a canal which
runs through the Roer property. On Dec. 2,
Judge Norman D. Hall Jr. of the superior court
overturned that award, citing "failure to prove
damage and failure to prove neglect"

"It's a very touchy situation," said Gary
Colvin, manager of the Buckeye Irrigation
Company. Colvin was reluctant to comment
on the Dec. 2 decision because Roer is a stock
holder and Hall's action may be reversed by
the court of appeals.

But Colvin did say the original ruling had
serious potential repercussions.

"The plaintiff was of the opinion that the
company had a duty to drain the property," he
said "And we didn't think so."

"Nearly a third of the district is wa
terloggecL" the water company manager said
"If we had a duty to him, then we would have
a duty to everyone. That would have been im
possible to fInance and still farm."

Roer has lived on the farm south of Buck
eye for nearly 40 years and says that for most
of that time he had no problems.

"Before the flood of '78, they kept the canal
clean, no sweat," Roer told Westsider in a tele
phone interview. "Now it's got tamarack trees
growing in it"

The lawsuit also involved charges that the
irrigation company reneged on an agreement
to continue pumping groundwater after it had
arranged to use treated emuent instead of
groundwater. Roer claims that because the irri
gation company refused to continue pumping,
a considerable part of his property is unfarm
able due to seepage from the high water table.

"This is a basin, and when you start import
ing water like they did with this effluent with
no way to get rid of it, there's going to be trou
ble," Roer explained.

The dirt canal runs through an abandoned
dump before reaching Roer's farm. At low
levels, the water in the canal is slimy green,
covered with an oily scum.

According to Roer, ''People are fishing and
eating turtles and fIsh they take out of that wa
ter, and I can't do nothin' about it."

He appeared before the Buckeye Town
Council in November, requesting their assis
tance and support in his efforts to get the irriga
tion and canal companies to take responsibility

for the damage. The council agreed to look in
to the matter, especially regarding potential
health hazards, but Roer says that nothing has
come from his request

"I want that new sewer system they're put
ting in now to have adequate safety for dump
ing the effluent so it doesn't go straight into the
river," he said.

But Colvin says the jury verdict would have
raised insurance premiums for the B.I.D., pos
sibly making insurance difficult to find

Roer from page 1 I 2
"Whatever type of self

insurance would have resulted
from that would have been more
expensive to the stockholders,"
Colvin said. Also, he described
the cost of an improved drainage
system for the district as
"exorbitant."

A former U.S. Marine, Roer
seems more concerned about the
long-term effects of the judge's
decision.

"The Constitution says we have
the right to a trial by a jury of our
peers. Their lawyers picked half
the jury and my lawyer picked half
the jury, and the jury was unanim
ous when they awarded me the
$1.3 million. They all saw the
same pictures, heard the same tes
timony, but then the judge says we
didn't prove nothin'! He could
have said the award was exces
sive, but no, we get nothin'!
What's the bottom line? Are we
just losing our rights, one-by
one?"

Though Roer plans to appeal
this latest decision, he said the set
back is discouraging. The lawsuit
has cost him approximately
$80,000, and there is the possibili
ty that he may end up losing the
farm to pay the cost, despite help
from his eleven children pitching
in with expenses.

"The main thing is they're start
ing to wear me down, running me
out of money. The B.LD. and the
big insurance companies just fIg
ure they can get these jury awards
overturned, and that's what they
did in my case. The jury doesn't
mean anything, the judges decide
everything."



I County Board to consider
controversial zoning case

The Maricopa County Board of
SupelVisors will consider a controv
ersial Westside planning issue this
Friday.

Dydale Partners, Ioc. wants to in
crease the density of its 57-acre par
eel at the southeast comer of Dysart
Road and Glendale Avenue. Neigh
bors south of the parcel. in an area
known as Litchfield Heights, want
the land to remain in its present
zoning.

Last month, the county planning
and zoning commission allowed Dy
dale to increase the density ofpart of
its zoning.

The commission considered new
geologic studies on the site. Nearby
homeowners say their foundations
have been damaged by earth fissures
and subsidence. Dydale's study
claimed that fissures are not a
problem.

McrumSIDtCom~ydmws~t

from underground at their plant
across Glendale Avenue.
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~1tttJ~-lley Parkway
ren:i~Qv~d 1firom deFault, ~) ...- - ~ ., J (
A$3.7:iniifioo·payment has A public-relations spokesman

beeJtiiH¥~fjl:st assessment f?r ~e Sun .valley O~ers Asso
on ~~~yhrlcway by the clatIOn, ~n~n McBam of SHR
SUI}-vatf~Association. Com~urucatlOns, was unable to
·~~{t1ts..H{~e bond have explam ~ow or where the group
~:~\z:e:Au~"~aid had acqurred the funds to pay the
De~Djs Wtijte.l~~dch· Jice first bond assessment.

pre~fiHerOO lGi'lajf.i&.f:or- SUD Valley is a 48,000 acre
po~tion, the companY<baukinf the master planned community just
bor.(d. . I west of the White Tank Mountains

White. added;-!!We- are"""ery
and north of Interstate lO. When .

pleased that these defaults have completely built-out in some 30
been cured."

Heron Financial agreed to buy years, Sun Valley will house' an
estimated 300,000 people and

back the $82-million ~nd, !D part, som~ 75,000 jobs, developers say.
because they believe the bond as- .
sessments will be paid on time The Sun Valley Parkway is a
from now on. The payment of this six-lane, controlled-access high
first assessment has renewed the way running 30 miles from Beli
company's faith that the complete Road, north o( ~e White Tank
Sun Valley project . Mountains, to Interstate lO.The

"The" second 'bond assessment. Parkway virtually bisects the Sun
($3.5 million) willbe,"dueSept. . Valley property. The roadway':is'
IS, and we have every expectation scheduled for completion in Fe
that the assessments will be paid," bruary, 1989.

White concluded.' When completed, -the Parkway
will be' turned over to Maricopa
County, -which will then be re
sponsible for its maint~ance. The
Parkway :will have.:been com- j

. pleted without theus~o(the~EI- : I
ic's tax dol.lais. ,:" ·':"·'i·>;?.~~,?;::Jll

,
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State blames feds for flip-flop
By Bob Allen

After months of negotiations,
the city of Tolleson and the Arizo
na Department of Transportation
(ADOT) came to an agreement on
freeway access to the city from the
Outer Loop (Agua Fria) Freeway.

Now, ADOT says that access
may be reduced.

"This is not a done deal," said
ADOT spokesman Larry Langer.
"We had an access scenario that
had four successive off-ramps
from 1-10 within about a mile
and-a-quarter distance. We have
to submit a 'change of access' re
port to the Federal Highway Ad
ministration (FWHA) who has the
control of the interstate highway
system whenever you are altering
access to an interstate highway."

But the FWHA said 'no' to the
ADOT plan, known as Alternative
11, which had been discussed by
the state and detailed to the city
and area land holders. The federal
group felt that the 99th Avenue
on-ramp should be removed.

"I was under the impression
that the alignment with connection
of the Outer Loop was set," said

Jerry Wark,legal representative of
a group of 99th Avenue property
owners.

"I had assumed that the only re
maining issue was that area up to
the nort4:' Wark said.

The Tolleson City Council ex
pressed disappointment at the
change.

"I don't know if I have the ener
gy for this:' said Tolleson Mayor
Charles Hayes, who vowed to
fight the change. "It takes hours
and hours to prepare yourself to do
baule with these guys that spend
all their time doing this."

"(FWHA) gave us an alternate
scenario that showed three succes
sive off-ramps instead of four:'
Langer said. He told Westsider
that a frontage road would be
added to substitute for the access
lost from the deleted ramp.

"Because we tried to assure the
local communities that. we would
do everything in our power to in
fluence these decisions, this is not
totally to be given up on yet,"
Langer continued.

"We were at a boiling point
there for a time:' Wark said of the

earlier, drawn-out negotions. "My
principal interest was the
interchange."

"We basically are supportive of
the position of the local communi
ties as far as those four successive
off-ramps in the configuration we
have shown:' he said. "We're go
ing to press this as far as we can
for the local communities."

"We do think that, operational
ly, the scenario that the FWHA
said they would accept operates
better:' he concluded.

Langer also noted that the new
five-year plan adopted by ADOT
in June pushed back some of the
work on the Outer Loop Freeway.
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Grand Ave. widening project taking shape
I By Robert Wentar Although it will take two years to plans become available. center between Greenway and traffic safety," comments Morrow.

. The ~rand Avenue widening pro- begin w~k becau~ ?~ time r~uired Provision was sought to ~sign Dysart.. . "But we are willing to make these I
jeCt, which only a month ago was for redesign, acqUJsltlon of railroad the frontage road at Dysart similar to If the proJCCt proceeds according concessions."
jeopardized by sharp disagreement property and funding, business own- the frontage connection at Green- to the foregoing proposals, it will re- After AOOT engineers review
and planned public protest, may now ers and officials in El Mirage and way, so it is not a dead-end semble Sun City, where railroad these proposals and cost estimates
be approaching resolution. TIle pro- Swprise are willing to wait, said Since there is no arrangement fora property was also purchased and are made, concerned parties will
ject is taking a shape that might Herschell Morrow, community de- pedestrian crosswalk, explained lanes moved to the north. meet again. Morrow said he hopes
closely follow requests enumerated velopment director of Surprise. Morrow, he is seeking a design for a With these requests, "we may the Grand Avenue widening issue
in aJuly 26 letter from Surprise May- However, they do want the intersec- controlled one with the a'p'~ximate have to take out 2 or 3 tum-ins for will be resolved soon.
or George Cumbie to Gary Robert- tions built now, or as soon as plans - -' ~"- ~ .....\
son, AOOT assistant urban highway becomeavailable, at Greenway Road
engineer. in Surprise and Thunderbird Road in

The first point was the request to EI Mirage.
move the roadway to the north and They also ask that plans continue
buy the right-of-way from the Santa for the frontage road on the south side
Fe Railroad. The purchase of the of Grand Avenue from Dysart Road
Santa Fe property is appropriate be- to El Mirage Road, so that one can go
cause it eventually must be bought from EI Mirage to Sun City without
anyway for the Grand Avenue Ex- getting on Grand, said Morrow.
pressway, which is scheduled to be Again, they want construction of the
built in 2005. frontage road to begin as soon as----------
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Avondale set for freeway fight

•

By Michael Higgins
The City of Avondale has been forced in

to last-ditch negotiations in an effort to keep
the Agua Fria freeway on or near 99th Av
enue for 3.2 miles between Interstate 17 and
Camelback Road. And, although the Arizo
na Department of Transportation promises
that no l'Oute will be approved without Av
ondale's consent, it's clear that both ADOT
and Phoenix now prefer a route along 95th
Avenue.

A May 31 meeting between representa
tives of the two cities could not reach agree
ment. Another one is expected for this week.

"It's good we're sitting down and talking
about it," Mayor Lowell Rietkohl of Avon
dale comments. From his city's perspective,
the 95th Avenue route is much less ofa con- .
duit for growth, the two-term mayor says.

"It takes us plumb out of all the ballpark
as far as I'm concerned," Rietkohl said dur
ing a phone interview last Friday.

When negotiations between ADOT and
Avondale broke down lately-principally
over whether the $251 million Agua Fria
would be submerged in the the Indian
School area-state planners went back to
the drawing board

Building the Agua Fria on 95th Avenue
would save the taxpayers as much as $8 mil
lion, AOOT noted, pointing to lowered

'\
\

ADOT's Richard Strange says negotia
tionS with Avondale over the Agua Fria
freeway's eventual route have been ...
challenging.

right-of-way and construction costs. The
Maryvale Village Planning Committee
quickly endorsed the change; the Phoenix
City Council Transportation Subcommittee
also liked the proposal.

Claude Mattox, the chairman of the
Maryvale group, says the 95th Avenue

alignment helps preserve the "upper end"
housing his community proposes for east of
99th. The alignment further east might do a
better job of preserving 99th as a major ar
terial street, he adds.

Also approving the new proposal was the
celebrated builder, John F. Long, who not
only has a luxurious home a couple ofblocks
east of the proposed 99th Avenue route, but
has plans for upscale "executive" housing to
be built in the area.

Long's been "a perfect gentleman" dur
ing the negotiations, the state's Outer Loop
right-of-way and utility coordinator, Ri·
chard Strange, says. He's applied no undue
pressure and has been very cooperative, ac
cording to Strange.

The fact that the original alignment
moved over from 97th to 99th as it neared
Indian School was a concession to Long, all
parties admit. Strange says that's not sur
prising since Long owns a I80-acre strip
running 1.5 miles long that AOOT needs to
purchase.

To the ownerofa 7Q-acre piece ofproper
ty at the southwest corner of99th and Indian
School, Long has been holding "a very big
stick" in his "subtle" style throughout the
delicate land dealings.

see ADOT/page A·9

ally preferable for his commercial
purposes on 99th, chiefly due to
less traffic congestion.

Besides, Grace cautions, "I
don't think: there's anyway you
could get us all to agree on 99th."

In a position paper Avondale re
leased on May 27, the city of
12,060 states: "Much of Avon
dale's planning assumptions and
many of its planning policies have
been carried out in anticipation
that 99th Avenue would be the
alignment route of the southern
most segment of the Outer Loop
freeway to Interstate 10."

Avondale did not coordinate its
lobbying efforts early enough,
some observers have concluded.

either, nor did an ADOT proposal
to delay interchanges at the corner,
something Hancock says was done
at Long's behest. (A spokesman
for Long was not available by
press time.)

"John F. Long has no plan on his
property," an ebullient Hancock
continues. "Yet everything is done
to accomodate this mystique-in
the-sky executive master-planned
community ... whatever that might
be."

On the northwest corner of 99th
. and Indian School stands a 17-acre

property owned by Howard Grace
of W.R. Grace Co., the expected
site ofa major grocery store. Grace
feels the 95th Avenue route is actu-

-------~~---

ADOT from page A·1 -------------
In fact, Skip Hancock, a land

speculator whose investment com
pany bought 320 acres of land
farther north also affected by the
Agua Fria, charges that AOOT
dido't meet with anybody but
Long when reconsidering 99th.
ADOT denies the charge.

Submerging the highway as it
passed the shopping center Han
cock plans for his spot wasn't
something the owner wanted So
he fought it, rallying other local
property owners who attended a
February meeting of the Phoenix
council subcommittee.

Plans that had been made to re
locate 99th Avenue 600 feet to the
west didn't sit well with Hancock

"



That bill should be reconsid
ered by legislators very seriously,
while at the same time Maricopa
County officials and zoning bo
dies in affected cities and towns
take a lon.g hard look at any up
graded zoning directly in the
freeway path. Another solution,
of course, would be to change
the route if the land in question
becam~ prohibitive.

Judicially, someone needs to
take the matter to court and
question the process which al
lows speculators to buy land
with the anticipation of inflating
the price to the state. The courts
could narrowly define "the high
est and best use of the property"
to prohibit speculation as to the
probable use of the land and its
value.

It is time to serve notice that
this battle will be fought now,
that the state and ultimately the
taxpayer is tired of being the
"deep-pocket" for anyone looking
to make a quick dollar.

If this does not happen, then
this gouging and gorging frenzy
on the freeways also may spell
the end of any hope for a suc
cessful vote next year on a

badly-needed rapid transit system
for Maricopa County. Oh, rapid
transit probably will happen
eventually, just as the freeway
system finally got underway sev
eral decades late in 1985. But,
by then, what will the costs be,
how bad will our auto-related air
pollution problems be, and what
will the economy be in an over
crowded Valley full of smog and
automobiles that can only creep
ahead at 10 miles per hour?

It now looks like the free
ways, which were estimated to
cost $3-billion in 1985 dollars
and between $5 and $6-billion
by the time they are completed
in approximately 15 years, will
cost taxpayers significantly more
money.

While some of the overruns
can be blamed on design
changes, the majority of the spi
raling costs have to be laid at
the door of land speculators
working along the paths of
needed rights of way.

Various government officials
say there is little they can do to
stop this process.

This is not true. There are
several possible solutions, both
legislative and judicial. Last year
the Legislature was asked by the_
Department of Transportation to
approve a bill that- would permit
the state to pay less for land
when an owner's adjoining land
would benefit for a new free
way. Developers and business
groups rose up in righteous in
dignation, however, and the bill
barely saw the light of day.

e EDITORIALS
Freeway speculators
must be challenged

The Arizona Department of
Transportation at the moment
seems to be fighting a losing
battle against rapidly accelerating
land costs along various stretches
of Maricopa County's planned
231-mile freeway network which
came into existence in 1985
when voters approved a half-cent
sales-tax increase.
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Outer Loop
contract
awarded

A $164,000 construction con
tract has been awarded to Don
Short Contracting by the city of
Glendale to install a sewer main
and line and a water line before
the Outer Loop Highway goes
through from Bell Road to Union
Hills.

The proposed alignment of the
Outer Loop Highway (aka Agua
Fria Freeway) will intersect the
Papago Freeway at 97th Avenue
in Tolleson.

Glendale says the utility lines
are needed for future develop
ment. The award was made last
week to get it ready before the ac
celerated construction schedule
for the Loop in the area could be
delayed.

"ADOT is requiring the new
utility lines be in place no later
than Dec. 1," said Ron Piceno,
Glendale contract administrator.
"If the work is not done now, it
would have to be done through a
change order with ADOT's con
tractor, or afterward at much high
er cost by boring under the com
pleted highway."

;i.;d/. '-I c; M. If'
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ignite a development boom, and investors foresee a
300,OOo-person community along what is today 291st
Avenue stretching from Interstate 10 to Bell Road.

It w~ not clear Friday whether the bankrup~
filing signaled new problems or the finanCIal
difficulties were limited to the one group,

Sun Valley Commercial Group, which owned about
180 acres at the start of the project in 1986, asked
U.S. Bankruptcy Judge Sarah Sharer Curley for
protection under Chapter11.. .

Chapter 11 gives a debtor breathmg room from Its

and it did not list assets or debts.
It. said the group's business was real estate

development and management.
The document listed two unsecured creditors:

Burns International, $3,366, and Sun Valley Owners
Association, $881.

The 0v.:ners assoc~ation is an umbrella company for
all the mvestors m the Sun Valley project and
handles payments of assessments.

Burns International, run by Robert Burns is
spearheading the project. ' .

The project is controversial in large part because of
a novel financing method backers are using to

See • Project, B-2

:vest rs In huge ro ec
Sun Valley Group seeks

•Ie uptcy
Chapter 11 protection

By Russ Hemphill
Phoenix Gazette

Bankruptcy has arrived ahead of big pr?fits for
some investors in the massive Sun Valley project west
of Phoenix. .

The bankruptcy petition of Sun Valley CommercIal
Group, filed Thursday, appa~ently is the first by any
of the many investors ownmg land along ~ nearly
completed 28.5-mile highway west of the WhIte Tank
Mountains.

Some landowners, hard-pressed to make assess-
ment payments in recent months, looked forward to
completion of the six-lane road early ne~t year.

Built without public taxes, the road IS supposed to

creditors while it reorganizes under the direction of a
judge.

!he bare.-bo~es ~ocument was signed by Donald
Miltz, a pnnclpal m the Sun Valley project. Miltz
could not be reached for comment. .

A spokesman for Bums International Inc., the
central backer of Sun Valley, did not return a phone
call.

The d~ument did not explain why Sun Valley
CommercIal Group sought protection from creditors.

The document did not identify its secured creditors,

---
boptstr~p the valu~ of once cheap
desert mto expenSIve land miles
from the nearest existing develop
ment.

Questions over the project's sta
bility were raised in March when
some assessment payments were
late. A spokesman for Burns Inter
national, however, said the default

did not jeopardize the highway or
planned community.

Problems with paying assess
!Dents reportedly again cropped up
m September, when the delin
quency rate on assessments rose to
27 percent from March's 18 per
cent.

That rate this week was report
edly down below March's level.

The Maricopa County Board of
Supervisors last year approved
fin~mcing for the road project, in
WhICh landowners will repay coun·
ty-issued tax-exempt bonds.

In return, the county gets the
road when it is completed.

Planners want to build golf
courses, ~ college, industrial park,
commercIal and office space and
residential areas. The targeted
land is west of the White Tanks
and east of the Hassayampa River.



IGlendale Avenue

Glendale

I I
I I .
.,1 ~I' ~I

; ai 1Bethany Home Road
-----t-->..:...- f- >~--'--------

~I ~I
I ~I ~I
I . .

Camelback Road 1 I

I I I
Avondale Iii

i. I
Indian School Road

A
N

Phoenix

I
~ I' I ~8 . >

~~homasRoad <{
o £_.----------
~ . r::. Agua Fria Freeway
~ . I ~. Alignment
~ I' I Adopted October 1988
~ I State Transportation Board

McDowell Road I 1-10 to Glendale Avenue
I I

,1-101 to Phoenix

Tolleson

I

I
Alignment envisioned
Arizona Department of Transportation officials prepared this
map of the planned Outer Loop Freeway showing the com
promise reached last month after negotiations with Avondale,
Goodyear and Glendale city officials.



17

tional, Robert Bums, turned day
to-day control of the company
over to his former financial chief,
Dick Willden, last month because
Bums needed to spend more time
overseas looking for investors.

"We have no connection with
these pieces in default," said
McBain, explaining that Bums In
ternational remains fiscally
healthy, although other members
of the 74-member Sun Valley
Owners Association are
struggling.

Nov. 17, Sun Valley Commer-
cial Group filed for Chapter 11·
bankruptcy in U.S. Bankruptcy
Court. The commercial group held
only 183 acres of property, but the
well-publicized action inspired jit
ters about the massive project, as
many investors are treading water
in the presently-soft Arizona real
estate market.

The whole tax-free bond issued
for the Sun Valley Parkway in
1987 sums $82 million. The total
payment due in September was
$3.5 million dollars. It is entirely
funded by private sources. When
the work is completed (as ex
pected by February), the Sun Val
ley Property Owners Association
intends to tum the road over to the
county for maintenance.

Although the Sun Valley
Parkway will now carry drivers 28
miles from Interstate 10 near Palo
Verde to Bell Road north of the
White Tank Mountains, the
$90-million project is facing seri
ous financial roadblocks.

"The parkway bond has about
14 percent of it in default," said
Bums International Inc. spokes
man Brian McBain. Bums Inter
national, the majority land holder
in the Sun Valley project west of
the White Tank Mountains, holds
28,000 of the project's 48,000
acres.

In February of this year, the
74-member group defaulted on the
first payment for the bond, but
were able to come up with the ba
lance before a scheduled trustee
sale of the land.

Heron Financial Corp. of Los
Angeles, guarantors of the bond,
scheduled a second trustee sale for
Feb. 1989 after Sun Valley missed
its second payment in September.
The sale will go on if the group
can't come up with the $494,000 it
owes on the parkway.

McBain told Westsider earlier
this year that Sun Valley expected
to make the September payment
without any problems.

The chairman of Burns Interna-

Sun Valley Parkway
bond defaults, again
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1990. Construction of the Estrella
was accelerated - over the objec
tions of Phoenix Mayor Terry
Goddard - by AOOT because
landholders pledged to donate $17
million worth of right-of-way land
for expedited completion.

Bonan said all AOOT has from
the landowners along the Estrella
so far are promises, not firm agree
ments to donateo "We do not intend
to go any further until the right-of
way agreements are consumated."
(SunCor Development Corpora
tion is the major landowner along
the route.)

A regional mall in the northwest
Valley could be threatened by de
lays in freeway construction, Mar
shall Greenburg, the Westside co
alition's chairman, warned.

"a tremendous amount of growth,"
the spokesman said.

The Grand Avenue Expressway
between the Agua Fria River and
the Beardsley Canal will be wide
ned to four lanes by the end of the
five-year plan, the board projects.
An overpass will also be built at
the intersection of Grand Avenue
and Camelback Road.

Under the plans, the Estrella
Freeway, the most western Valley
proposal, will be opened as a two
lane connecting road stretching
from the Papago to the Grand Av
enue Expressway by the end of

Freeways from page 1
Defending adjustments in

AOOT's plans, agency spokesman
Mark Bonan said the Agua Fria
construction will feature the preli
minary building of depressed
cross-street bridges and the "hope
ful" completion of "dual frontage
road system" by 1994. Financial
needs make prioritizing inevitable,
Bonan said, going on to say that
while Westside growth may be
projected, it's already arrived
further east.

The Scottsdale Air Park area
and the route between Tempe and
Chandler are already experiencing

ADOT adjustments hurt Westside
By Michael Higgins is planned for $117.3 million ofconstruction 1993 completion of the Agua Fria from the

Adjustments in the Arizona Transporta- over the five years. Papago (1-10) to the Black Canyon (1-17)
tion Board's list of priorities for $1.2 billion The Westside Transportation Coalition, a freeways their top priority.
worth of freeway construction in the Phoe- coalition of mainly mayors and business "We don't want to be taking a back seat
nix area have left Westside leaders worried representatives formed in May 1988, held a when it comes to freeway construction,"
and an Arizona Department of Transporta- press conference on March 14 to say that Maricopa County's District 4 Supervisor
tion (AOOT) spokesman pointing to greater further delays in Westside freeway building Carole Carpenter said at the conference.
Eastside needs. are "unacceptable." The coalition made the Please see Freeways/page 2

Under a five-year program tentatively
adopted by the board Friday morning, the
Agua Fria Freeway will see its portion from
Grand Avenue to Bell Road built by July and
its Bell east to 75th Avenue corridor com
pleted by 1990.

The most southern portion of the Agua
Fria, between State Hwy. 85 and Thomas
Road, should be completed during the five
years, according to the plan. The Agua Fria
portion from the Papago Freeway (Interstate
10) to Camelback Road was the source of
contention between Avondale and Phoenix
planners before a 91st Avenue jog was
approved.

The Agua Fria portion of the Outer J.-oop



Westside to fight freeway fund theft
Split along geographic lines,~Maricopa

County city managers voted 11,,8 at the lat
est MAG (Maricopa Association ofGovern
ments) Management Council meeting April
13 to urge the Arizona Department of Trans
portation (AOOn not to neglect the West
side by cutting over $130 million from Agua
Fria Freeway construction over the next five
years.

The Agua Fria, being built mainly along
99th Avenue and stretching from State Hwy.
85 to its northernmost point at Interstate 17
and Beardsley Road, is being cut to allow
approximately $500 million to be spent on
the Pima Freeway, a 27-mile Eastside free
way that will traverse Pima Road until it
connects with the Agua Fria.

Managers from Westside cities told
AOOT officials attending the meeting that
MAG assigned the Agua Fria top priority af
ter county voters passed a half-cent sales tax
in 1985 to construct the 230-mile freeway
system.

Making the motion for AOOT to recon
sider its pian, Glendale Assistant City Man
ager Gordon Pedrow said this was the first
year the state agency planned "a massive
rearrangement of priorities."

Defending the five-year plan, which adds
$35 million to the Pima, AOOT Director of
Planning Harry Reed said "the development
is there today," referring to the Eastside. Cit
ing traffic statistics, the state official tried to
convey a 2-1 edge in currentEastside traffic.

"Limited resources" stemming from a de
cline of an estimated $230 million in re
venue over the five years makes some re
scheduling necessary, Reed said. "We are
following priorities."

"Where is system continuity?" asked
speaker Marshall Greenburg, the chairman
of the Westside Transportation Coalition.
Backing Glendale's motion, Avondale City

Manager Carlos Palma said it was up to
MAG, not AOOT, to set priorities.

The Management Commmittee's vote, a
split one opposed by Eastside city managers,
will serve as a recommendation to the Reg
ional Council, a MAG group consisting
mainly of the county's mayors. If the coun
cil also recommends revisions, ADOT will
be faced with a difficult assignment, Reed
said.

''They recommend general priorities and
can recommend schedules but we have the
authority to program projects," Reed told
Westsider after the meeting.

A public hearing on the five-year plan
will be .held by AOOT's Transportation
Board on April 27, at 9 a.m. The meeting
will be held at the department's auditorium,
206 S. 17th Avenue, Phoenix.

- Michael Higgins
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ADOT plan
under fire
by Westside
By Michael Higgins
Westsider staff writer
M~~bers of the Westside Transportation

Coah!Jon and~ politicians are expected
to VOIce complamts about the Arizona De
partment of Transportation's (ADOT) new
five-year plan at a public hearing held to
morrow in Phoenix.
. The hearing comes one day after West

Side m~yors ~er~ expected to try to pass a
resoluuon obJectmg to $130 million in cuts
AOOT intends to take from Agua Fria Free
way construction over the next five years.
The mayors' effort, similar to one that
passed the Maricopa Association of Gov
ernments (MAG) Management Committee
~priI13,will take place at their monthly Re
gional Council meeting, chaired by Peoria
Mayor Ronald Travers.

AOOT plans to spend $500 mil
lion over the five years to finish
construction on the 27-mile Pima
Freeway, an Eastside route that
will follow Pima Road until it
heads west north of Union Hills
Drive to join the Agua Fria. State
officials say Eastside growth has
outstripped the Westside and de
serves priority spending in a time
of "limited resources."

Out this way, the politicians
counter by saying growth followed
earlier ADOT freeway construc
tion on the Eastside. Traffic counts
are "only part of the equation,"
Peoria City Manager Dennis Tin
berg said at the managers meeting.
The vote there followed geo
graphic lines with the Westside ci
ty managers prevailing, 11-8.

Westside state legislators have
hinted that AOOT may get the cold
shoulder when it comes to state le
~slative dealings unless a per
ceived slight of the region is
righted.

"We're coming together and
working as a team," Rep. Brenda
Burns (R-Glendale) said after a co
alition meeting was held last week
at a Grand Avenue hotel. Sen. Jan
Brewer complains that Scottsdale
residents shouldn't be so richly re
warded with ADOT largesse when

"Scottsdale didn't want the free
way to begin with," a reference to
the protracted debate over the Pi
ma route.

Proclaiming herself "outraged"
by the decision to build the Agua
Fria in increments and to delay
some of the Grand Avenue Ex
pressway construction, Brewer
predicted Westside legislators will
address ADOT with a "strong
voice."

A half-cent increase over
whelmingly approved by county
voters in 1985 provided the funds
for the 230-mile Valleywide free
way system.

The Phoenix public hearing will
be held Thursday at the ADOT au
ditorium, 206 S. 17th Avenue.



Bulletin:
By Michael Higgins
Westsider staff writer

Approximately 4,500 acres' of land
south of Litchfield Park will become part
of the city of Goodyear, according to an
agreement reached Monday afternoon
between the city and the principal prop
erty owner, SunCor Development
Corporation.

The land, located in seven parcels be-

ulletin from page 1

tween McDowell and Indian School, and
Dysart and Perryville roads, had former
ly been strip-annexed by Goodyear, and
to a lesser degree, Avondale. (Top land
holder SunCor owns only to Cotton Lane;
there are 54 owners total.)

The agreement came one month after
an Arizona Court of Appeals panel over
turned a superior court decision and dec-

Please see Bulletin/page 10

lared a 1986 deannexation law
unconstitutional due to it being
''special or local" that arbitrari
ly excluded related cities. With
out the appellate decision, Sun
Cor, a subsidiary of the Pinnacle
West Corp. that owns APS, in
tended to place the former Goo
dyear Farms property into the
new municipality of Litchfield
Park.

A revised agenda placed the

agreement on last night's Goo
dyear City Council agenda. City
Manager Ernie Kleinschmidt
said his city submitted the re
quest to county and state offices
Monday.

Nine additional square miles
should bring the city to approxi
mately 150 square miles,
Kleinschmidt estimated, sapng
the annexation was "one ot-tffe
things the city had been master

planning for a long time." Sun
Cor purchased 12,000 acres of
land from Westinghouse Corp.
for $221 million in 1986.

SunCor filed for a review of
the case by the Arizona Supreme
Court Monday, but the move
was expected to be a formality
pending the out-of-court agree
ment, which Westsiderdescribed
as a distinct possibility in its
March 29 story.



ADOT administrator Larry anger said
protracted route negotiations that eventually
ended up in an agreement between Phoenix
and Avondale creating a freeway jog to 95th
Avenue had "no bearing" on the cutback to
that portion of the Agua Fria.

Avondale City Manager Carlos Palma
said his city was "certainly not pleased" with
the freeway postponement, though the state
agency's decision to spend federal funds on
a "half-diamond" 1-10 interchange at 107th
Avenue will help area growth. Phoenix City

By Michael Hi~gins

Westsider staff writer
The AOOT giveth and the ADOT taketh

away. At least that's the way west Phoenix
and north Scottsdale proponents felt last
week after the Arizona Department of
Transportation reacted to opposition and
shifted approximately $73 million of its
five-year funds for freeway construction to
the Squaw Peak and Agua Fria freeways.

A 1985 vote by Maricopa County voters
which authorized a half-cent increase in the
sales tax fueled the 230-mile Valleywide
construction program. According to ADOT
officials, present cutbacks in the program
are caused by a downturn in sales-tax
revenues.

Locally, ADOT's latest five-year plans
call for $50 million being added to complete
an Agua Fria alignment running from 75th
Avenue to the Interstate 17 (Black Canyon.
Freeway), along with the purchase of three
miles of right-of-way from Interstate 10 to
Camelback Road ($35 million) and the com
pletion of the connection from Interstate 10
to State Hwy. 85 on Buckeye Road ($2
million.) .

The Westside projects hampered most by
the cutbacks were the Agua Fria portion
from 1-10 to Camelback, where a $64 mil
lion cut means four-lane 99th Avenue will
suffice until at least 1995; and the Grand Av
enue Expressway, where modifications call
for $33 million less and the loss of an over
pass similar to Indian School Road's at
Camelback.

'Southwest Valley cities hurt most
by new ADOT freeway changes

Councilman John Nelson (District 4) said
the five-year plan leaves too many uncon
nected routes on the Westside.

The latest ADOT plan pared $25 million
by stopping Pima constuction northward
short of Shea Boulevard in northeast Scotts
dale. The Squaw Peak Freeway, meanwhile,
received a $50 million boost allowing for
construction to be added from Thunderbird
Road to Shea Boulevard in the Paradise Val
ley section of Phoenix.

Please see ADOT/page 2



Fria and Grand Avenue cuts. The
"Outer Loop" (Agua Fria) was
"the first priority in everybody's
mind," Supervisor Fred Koory Jr.
said, referring to the sales-tax vote.
Speaking at both the Regional
Council meeting and the five-year
plan's public hearing the nex,t day,
Supervisor Carole Carpenter im
plored the state tranportation
board, "Don't just talk about traff
ic counts, talk about public trust."

Taking an opposite approach
was Tempe state Sen. Doug Todd,
whose advice to the board was to
set "political pressures aside" and
base its decisions on traffic counts.

Carpenter pointed to higher Pi
ma Freeway spending each year
and asked' for a more equitable
geographic dispersion of funds.
Phoenix - Mayor Terry Goddard
questioned AOOT Director Char
les Miller about current plans to
spend $500 million over the next
five years on Pima-Road while
continuing land negotiations with
the Indian reservation whose land
borders Scottsdale is beset by "sig
nificant ambiguity." --

Conceding that the mflyors may
not have been included in enough
of the planning sessions AOOT
staffers had with-MAG representa
tives, board chainnan Jim Patter
son added, "I hope we don't make
too much of syOtching money here
and there."

As a number of state legislators,
including Westside Sen. Bob Den
ny (R-Litchfleld Park) and Rep.
Don Kenney (R-Phoenix), made
their case for increased freeway
construction in their regions, Pat
terson and Vice-Chairman An
drew Federhar asked the legisla
tors to remember ADOT needs at
budget time.

The Phoenix public hearing,
held at the AOOT auditorium,
drew an overflow crowd. Approv
al of the $717 million of local free
way construction is expected to
take place at the board's next meet
ing in mid-May.

nal intentions; that the Regional
Council needs to be brought into
the ADOT five-year planning pro
cess earlier on; and that the state
agency should follow MAG's or
iginal priorities.

Both Westside Maricopa Coun
ty supervisors criticized the Agua

ADOT from page1---------------
Reviewing the changes April 26

at the Maricopa Association of
Governments (MAG) Regional
Council meeting, county mayors
passed a three-part motion by
Glendale Mayor George Renner
stating that the changes were an
improvement over ADOT's origi-
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Construction on the Papago
Freeway, the Hohokam, Sky Har
bor and Superstition freeways, and
significant portions of the Aqua
Fria and Pima freeways should be
completed by 1995.

The openings were a comprom
ise between Phoenix and several
West Valley cities who argued that
too much money was being de
voted to the Pima.

Other freeway segments that are
planned to open within the next
five years include the Aqua Fria
between Peoria Avenue and Bell
Road, in July, and the segment
from Bell to 75th Avenue in 1990.

In addition, Estrella will be
opened with two lanes between the
Papago Freeway and Grand Av
enue by mid-1990, and the Grand
Avenue Expressway will be wide
ned to four lanes from two lanes
between the Aqua Fria River and
Beardsley Canal by 1994.

sound levels between 54 and 68
dBA.

According to the report, this sa
tisfies AOOT's "sensitive areas"
noise standard of 67 (dBA).

Figures were based on projected
traffic in the surrounding area dur
ing the year 2005.

The project will require 55.5
acres of farmland and one resi
dence. Acquisition is expected to
be completed within the next three
years.

ADOT plan set
The state Transportation Board

met Friday to adopt a $2.7 billion
highway-construction plan for the
next five years.

The plan, financed through ex
isting gas and sales taxes and fed
eral highway funds, will allow for
the construction of 56 miles of
Valley roadways to be opened by
1995.

The "open forum" meeting, held
at the Esther Angulo Community
Center, was the first of its type for
AOOT.

Environmental effects on the
surrounding community and reg
ion are predicted by ADOT to be
minimal.

"This proposal is a result of
three years work with the com
munity," said Tom Hanley, Right
of-Way engineer.

He added that the interchange's
design "has significantly changed
at least twice."

According to an environmental
assessment report released at the
meeting, there will be a slight de
crease in air quality when the free
ways are complete, but it will be
far less than the 50 percent decline
in quality that increased traffic on
local streets would cause without
the project.

Predicted noise studies after in
terchange completion, estimate

By Jeff Nelson
Westsider staff writer

The proposed Loop 101 inter
change will create minimal
environmental effects on the sur
rounding communities, according
to a recently released study con
ducted by the Arizona Department
of Transportation (ADOT).

The interchange, to be located
one-half mile east of 99th Avenue
on 97th Avenue, will connect the
Aqua Fria and the 1-10 freeways.

Preliminary plans for the inter
change show it to be three-levels
high, with four, above-ground, ful
ly directional freeway to freeway
access ramps.

Engineers from both ADOT and
DeLeuw, Canther and Company
AOOT's consulting firm for the
project-were on hand at a four
hour meeting last Thursday in Tol
leson to exhibit the proposed inter
change, and to record written and
oral comments from citizens con
cerning the proposal.

Iproposed .. 'Loop 101' will create few
environmental. problems, ADOT says
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discuss
proposals
(promoting VaITrans), I heard a Jot
of accountability," she said.

District 4 Supervisor Carole
Carpenter said she would like to
see officials from state and local
highway departments and experts
at Arizona State University con
sulted more often in major trans
portation issues.

Koory said the meeting, in
tended to bring all the opposing ef
forts together, was a complete
success.

"I thought it was an excellent
meeting last Tuesday," said
Koory. "Everybody had some say

solicit enough public support to
pass the ValTrans mass transit sys
tem proposal last March.

Basha and Wahlheim, represen
tatives of the East Valley Partner
ship, suggested to the supervisors
that the current RPTA board be
scrapped and a newly-appointed
board made up of Valley leaders
and mass transit experts be
created.

But Mesa Mayor Peggy Ru
bach, an RPTA board member,
said she didn't think an appointed
board would be as accountable to
the voters as an elected one.

"When I spent six months on the
trail, breakfast, lunch and dinner

leaders meet to
transportation

Valley
future
By Jeff Nelson
Westsider staff writer

The public should have more
say in the Regional Public Trans
portation Authority's actions, ac
cording to several political and
community leaders voicing their
concerns about the future of mass
transit in the Valley.

The transit board, composed of
six Valley mayors and a County
Supervisor, heard these and other
opinions during a round-table dis
cussion organized by Fred Koory,
chairman of the Maricopa County
Board ofSupervisors last Tuesday.

The meeting was arranged after
grocery chain owner Eddie Basha
and Charles Wahlheim, president
ofJoe Woods Development in Me
sa, blamed the RPTA for failing to
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Senate Transportation Committee is still awaiting funds for
Chairman Pete Corpstein. completion.

The completed seetio)l. which But Bonan said if JWJ can con-
has been under construction since tinue to under cut the state's con
September 1987, brings the total struction cost estimates by $10
completed length of the Agua Fria million, ADOT will probably be
to seven miles. able to fmish the south end of the

The first segment, between Agua Fria ahead of schedule.
Glendale and Northern avenues, Originally known as the "Outer
opened in June 1988. Loop," the completed six-lane,

Mark Bonan, a spokesman for 23-mile Agua Fria Freeway will
the Arizona Department of Trans- lay between 99th and 83rd av
portation, said JWJ Contracting enues, turning west on Beardsley
Company will most likely remain Road where it will connect with
the contractor to complete the 1-17.
north end of the Agua Fria between The Agua Fria was designed to
Bell and the 1-17. provide a West Valley access be

tween the existing 1-17 and 1-10
"They're a good contrac- freeways.

tor...They consistently come under The freeway's route and design
the state estimate by (an average were decided as the result of
of) $10 million," Bonan said. "We numerous public hearings held
just get happier every time." since 1982.

He said ADOT expects the north The Agua Fria is part of a
end of the freeway to be completed planned 230-mile Maricopa free
by 1994. . way. system appro~e.d by voters in

The remaining south end, be- 1985'with the passage of Proposi
tween Glendale Avenue and 1-10, tion 300.

Segment of Agua Fria freeway
will open to traffic tomorrow
Governor will
drive on road
at ceremony
By Jeff Nelson
Westsider staff writer

A $32 million, four mile seg
ment of the Agua Fria Freeway
will be opened to traffic tommor
row following a "Grand Opening"
ceremony hosted by the Governor
under the Grand Avenue Bridge.

Governor Rose Mofford will
drive the completed Peoria Av
enue to Bell Road segment in her
new Lincoln Continental
courtesy of the Department of
Public Safety who recently pre-

. sented the car to the governor's of
fice after confiscating it from a
drug dealer. '--

Joining the governor in the 9
a.m. ribbon-cutting will be Peoria
Mayor Ron Travers, County
Supervisor Carole Carpenter, and



Glendale adds to transit' Cpa(nel
GLENDALE-The Airport Advis

ory Commission will take on a new
title, new responsibilities and new
members when it officially becomes
the city's transportation commission.

With the name change, which is ex
pected to be approved by the city
council later this month, the commis
sion will add two members to form a
nine-member board, and its duties
will be greatly expanded to include a
wide range of transportation issues.

The changes in the airport commis
sion have come about as a comprom
ise between city councilmembers
who disagreed on what the powers
and the makeup of the transportation
board should be.

The need for local transportation
planning surfaced in May with the de
feat of the ValTrans regional transit
plan by city voters.

In September, the city began hold
ing public meetings to discuss area
transit issues, with the intention of

reaching a community-wide consen
sus on the most critical of Glendale's
transportation needs.

However, councilmen Jim McAl
lister and Robert Huffman objected.
Although the airport commission has
been involved in general transporta
tion issues since 1986, both Huffman
and McAllister said that just changing
the name of the old committee does
not give all of Glendale's residents
fair representation on the. board.

The addition of two members to the
board is part of a compromise by
councilmembers that addresses the
concerns of McAllister and Huffman.

"It's acceptable," McAllister said
of the compromise. "I wanted to have
people with backgrounds in several
different transportation areas and I
fclt like that was basically being
ignored."

"The commission was basically an
airport committee; it might have been

a good idea to start fresh. The addition
of two members will help."

Glendale Transportation Director
Bill Budlong said the next round of
public hearings on transit will begin at
7 p.m. Nov. 6 at Independence High
School, 6602 N. 75th Ave.

Another hearing will be held at 7
p.m. Nov. 8 at the Foothills Safety Fa
cility, 6255 W. Union Hills Road. The
second round of hearings will con
clude with a 7 p.m. meeting Nov. 13 at
the Glendale Public Library, 5959 W.
Brown, anda 2 p.m. meeting Nov. 15,
also at the library.

Budlong said during the second
round of hearings, the city will be
seeking out citizen opinions on how
to solve Glendale's transportation
problems. The hearings will ultimate
ly result in a set of specific recom
mendations from the transportation
commission to the city council in Ja
nuary, Budlong said.



transit propose

Loulan said the low-cost system
would use existing railroad tracks,
with the only major expenses being
"simple, functional station facilities
equipped with large parking lots."

Regional Passenger Rail System
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Capitol three to five times daily.
It would also provide two to four

daily business trips to Buckeye, Glen
dale, Goodyear, Peoria, Sun City and
Sun City West and excursion services
for sporting events, university activi
ties, Grand Canyon trips, anti to other
existing or proposed recreational
areas.

Though the plan sounds appealing,
Corpstein said he doesn't think Lou
lan's rail plan or any other rail plan
would work in Arizona.

"I don't think you're going to see
any rail systems in Arizona," he said.
"Phoenix doesn't have the density or
a downtown to warrant it"

Corpstein said the plan would have
made more sense several years ago
when the majority ofpublic trips were
from the suburbs to downtown. Now
they're suburb to suburb, he said.

Please See Rail/page 7

Additional requirements for the
plan would include track installations
near the state capitol, double track
from Coolidge to Tucson, upgraded
signals and additional cars.
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International Airport.
LouIan said the plan was released

soon after ValTrans - an extensive
public transit system - failed in May
of last year.

"The difference between our plan
and ValTrans is that their's would
have cost $8 billion and would have
taken 30 years to pay for," Loulan
said.

He said it would cost approximate
ly $500 million to complete his
group's rail system, with 85 percent
of its total operating cost covered by
fares. Most of the initial cost of the
system would be covered by State of
Arizona bonds, Loulan said.

"And the system can be built and
implemented in 24 months or less
once political consensus is achieved,"
said Loulan.

The proposed service would link
Tucson International Airport to
Wickenburg and the Phoenix State

By Jeff Nelson
Chronicle staff writer

PHOENIX-A Regional Passen
ger Rail System connecting major
Westside cities and developments
with Sky Harbor Airport and several
East Valley locations, is being prop
osed as a way to pick up where Val
Trans left off.

But the idea has already attracted
critics in key positions. "Somebody
didn't give them a toy train when they
were a child and they still continue to
love and want one," said Sen. Pete
Corpstein, (R-Dist. 24) chairman of
the Senate Transportation
Committee.

The proposal, developed by the
non-profit Arizona Rail Passenger
Association, would link Wickenburg
with locations as far east as Tucson
using existing tracks running along
Grand Avenue northeast to Tucson

Rai I from page 1----

"Today, everybody has a shopping
center within four or five miles of
them," he said. "People in Wicken
burg aren't going to come to Phoenix
to shop.

"I'm thoroughly convinced there's
no way rail will work in Arizona or
any other state."

Corpstein said studies show resi
dents will only use public transporta
tion if it's cheap enough or if it saves
enough time. He said the rail systems
he has seen across the country have
been losing ridership because they
fail to do both.

"Nobody's going to wait 30-40 mi
nutes for a train," he said. "Most of the
major resorts provide limousine ser
vice right now anyway."

Corpstein said the best immediate
answer to traffic problems are High
Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) or car
pool lanes on major freeways: "With
the HOV lanes you get flexibility. It's
the only way we'll solve our transit
problems."

Although no fare-per-mile rates
have been estimated yet for the ser
vice, Loulan said he expects it will be
cheap enough to warrant 6,000 trips a
day to start.
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Freeway
may be
delayed

A full freeway interchange be
tween the Agua Fria Freeway and In
terstate 10 may be delayed because
funding for the 20-year freeway prog
ram is falling below expectations
while expenses are rising.

Decisions on what projects will be
deferred beyond the current five-year
program will be made at a Jan. 31
meeting of the Maricopa Association
of Governments Regional Council in
Buckeye. The list of proposals is
heavily laced with interchanges on
the Eastside, as well.

"These are the projects that have
price tags that seem to match the
shortfall," explained Mark Bonan of
the Arizona Department of Transpor
tation. "These things get juggled ar
ound a lot before they become final."

The worst case, according to Bo
nan, would be that there would be no
continuous ramp interchange be
tween the Agua Fria and 1-10 on the
west. Instead, the interchange exits
would lead to access roads, which

Ple:lAA See FreewaV/oaae 14
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would meet access roads for the other
freeway, leading to the freeway itself.

The scope of the Agua Fria inter
change led to its consideration, Bonan
said. "It's bigger than the stack," he
explained. "The ramps extend for
miles ... ·

The projected shortfall the current
five-year program, which is to run
through June, 1994, is $235 million.
Instead of the originally projected
$1.25 billion, estimates are now that
there will be as little as $1.01 billion
coming for several sources, including
a half-cent sales tax increase ap
proved by voters.

A slowing Valley economy has re-

duced the predicted value of the sales
tax by $64 million.

At the same time, the cost ofbuying
right-of-way has increased to the
point that the Department of Trans
portation has retained special legal
counsel to challenge landowners who
are seeking prices far above what the
state considers current market value.

That problem has gotten so bad that

there is a move to change the way land
is valued when it is purchased for
freeways. Some officials want a law
allowing the state to discount the val
ue added to land because it is in a free
way route, setting the price instead on
the value of the land if there were no

freeway.
Another factor in the shortfall has

been inflation, which has driven up
construction costs by an estimated
$24 million.

Some city leaders are calling for
another election to raise the special
sales tax from one-half cent to a full
one cent, using part of the money to
cover the shortfall in the freeway fund
and setting some aside to fund mass
transit.

They point out that the state gov
ernment's overall financial problems
make it almost impossible to divert
any more money from the general
fund.



Freeway funds •again
We're starting to get the word

that the Valley's freeway system
is in trouble. Portions may not
be built as quickly as expected.
Some segments may not be built
at all.

The freeway plan, which vot
ers agreed to partially fund with
a half-cent sales tax a few years
back, is caught in a three-way
squeeze. Because of the econom
ic slump, money is not coming
in as quickly as expected. Infla
tion and the demands of local
governments have driven the cost
of some projects higher than
anticipated. Landowners are get
ting far more when they sell
land for right-of-way than any
body thought possible.

It all adds up to a money
crunch that is going to have to
be dealt with in some manner.
One answer will be examined in
a meeting on Jan. 31 in Buck
eye, when the Maricopa Associa
tion of Governments Regional
Council looks at delaying some
big segments of freeway beyond
the current five-year plan.

Another way out would be to
tax ourselves more. That would
require another vote~ with an
electorate in a very different
mood than was the case when
the first half-cent was approved.

Jim Patterson, chainnan of the
State Transportation Board, said
in an interview with the Mesa
Tribune that he sees little chance
of a successful vote to increase
the sales tax while cities con
tinue to bicker over which pro
jects get priority.

"So far, everyone has just
been wanting to fight," he said
in the interview. "They love to
typify it as a east-west fight.
Frankly, it's a fight for survival
for our entire regional transporta
tion system."

He's right about what it would
take to pass another special tax.
Cities would need to stop fight
ing over who gets .the largest
piece of a shrinking pie and get
back to the notion that transpor
tation is important to all of us.

Perhaps that is asking too
much.



Freeway funds flowing
eastward once again

The East Valley is about to
win another round in the conti
nuing battle for freeway funding.

We are now being assured
that the sales tax plan we voted
for a while back will not pro
duce nearly enough money to
build all the promised freeways.
In fact, there are some very seri
ous people who maintain we
might need to double the half
cent special tax in order to get
the job done in a reasonable
time.

Why? There are several rea
sons, some of which our elected
leaders will discuss, others of
which they won't.

The economy is part of the
answer. A slowing economy
automatically means slower retail
sales. When revenues are tied to
the sales tax - as this one was
- that means less tax money
coming in.

Another part of the answer is
land costs. The way things are
going, right-of-way for some
stretches of the freeways my
cost double or triple what was
anticipated. The individuals and
corporations who happen to hold
title to the right pieces of real
estate are making a killing. The
rest of us are driving on surface

. streets.
The wish lists for specific

routings, landscaping and ar
chitectural frills presented by
some cities are also costing mo-

. ney. There is a sort of low-key
blackmail going on: "Build it

beautiful or build it someplace
else." In the grand scheme, the
cost is not enormous, but it is
helping to drive up the tab.

For whatever reasons, there is
a "hit list" of freeway segments
that may be delayed for as much
as five years. Stretches of the
Agua Fria Freeway and its inter
change with Interstate 10 are on
that list. So too are a group of
projects in the East Valley.

The East Valley cadre is al
ready yelling about the cuts and
delays taking place there. When
the rhetoric is peeled away, the
issue is a simple power play.
The Mesa-Tempe-Chandler crowd
does not want to see its freeway
hegemony broken up.

Now is the time for the West
side to step forward and make
one point loud and clear: The
East Valley HAS freeways, and
has had them for years. The
projects that are being delayed
are routes paralleling existing
freeways, redesigned interchanges
and replacements for marginally
servicable access roads.

What is being built right now
is all the Westside has or is
likely to get for a long time to
come. A real interchange be
tween the Agua Fria and 1-10 is
not an issue over which to fight
a war. However, if the Westside
gives up the only real inter
change it was promised, the East
Valley must certainly expect to
give up some frills and parallel
routes.



_~M.AG will review plan to
swap freeway land for ro"ad

within six months.

OMAG members will discuss a draft
r~porton freeway cost and funding es
tlmates. The report documents cost,
revenue and funding estimates for the
MAG Freeway!Expressway Plan.

UThe results oflast Thursday's meet
ing on MAG's Waste Management
Program will be reviewed by the reg
ional council.

Pleasant Road north of Sun City.
Larry Landry, a representative for

the landowners, said developers hav~

offered to exchange $25 million in
right-of-way for the freeway.

He said the state would save $70
million to $140 million because of in
creases in land values if the right-of
way for Estrella is acquired now.

MAG's management committee is
recomending approval of the

To be discussed at a Maricopa As
sociation of Government's meeting
tonight is a proposal by owners ofsev
eral large parcels of land along the
proposed Estrella freeway, who want
the Arizona Department of Transpor
tation to build a 15-mile road from
Grand Avenue south to Interstate 10.

The 36-mile Estrella freeway,
slated for completion in 2005, would
connect Grand Avenue and Lake

live five-year freeway plan. The plan
is scheduled for public hearings in
April and approval in May.

OStaff will report on a recent 9th Cir
cuit Court of Appeals ruling on the
MAG Carbon Monoxide Plan. The
ruling stated that the Environmental
Protection Agencies approval of the
MAG plan was "capricious" and re-

quested a new plan be developed
-----'--

. Developers have proposed a plan
that would allow the state to build a
two-lane highway along the route of
the proposed Outer Loop using state
freeway funds in exchange for $25
million in freeway right-of-way.

But some East Valley mayors are
yelling "foul," claiming the plan
would route more than $9 million
away from the areas that need
freeways.

agreement.
The plan is scheduled for discus

sion and possible approval at MAG's
next regional council meeting at 6
p.m. tonight at the American Gradu
ate School of Interntional Manage
ment, at 59th Avenue and Greenway,
in the Thunderbird Activity Center.
OOther business slated for discussion
at tonight's meeting include a presen
tation by ADOT officials on a tenta-



Funding for Peoria bridge,
road projects is approved

Donald E. Cline, commission
chairman, said "The commission is
consciously diversifying these
awards, taking into account the needs
of the non-urban counties for eco
nomic stimulation."

Ninety percent of a $53,000 re
placement for a bridge in Peoria is
among the Commerce and Economic
Development Commission's list of
"economic strength projects" ap
proved for the coming year.

The commission is charged with
locating road projects that will en
hance the state's ability to attract job
creating businesses or help existing
businesses grow within the state. Fi
nal approval came from the State
Transportation Board.

Among the six projects, totaling
S351,000, is a new bridge at the en
trance to Jordan Industrial Park, eli
minating a hazard. The commission
says the hazard has kept several com
panies from locating in the park. It is
estimated to affect 170 permanent
jobs. The highest dollar-value project is

The Peoria project is the third a $100,000 road improvement in
largest on the list and the only one in Huachuca City. Second largest is
the Westside. Others are in Show $71,000 for an access road to a Na
Low, Bisbee, Huachuca City, Chand- tional Park Service headquarters in
ler and Page. _ Page.---
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Estrella road-for-Iand

urvives
tion (ADOn funding to build a two
lane IS-mile road between Interstate
10 and Grand Avenue along Cotton
Lane.

Proponents of the project, which
included mayors and representatives
from most West Valley cities, claim
the state will save millions of dollars
in rising land prices under the deal.
The land was originally scheduled to
be bought in 2003.

"We have the opportunity to save
millions today," said Goodyear May
or Carl Gow, who joined other propo
nents in approving the deal 14-11.

Gow added that the road would al
so ease West Valley traffic and
pollution.

"Now we're at the 11th hour and
the landowners are asking 'What kin,d
of integrity does this board have?':'
he said shortly before the vote. "G~
ven the fact that land values have
multiplied several times faster than
construction costs, this deal is getting
better all the time."

A public hearing on ADOT's five
year freeway plan will be held at 9
a.m. April 27 in the ADOT auditor
ium, at 206 S. 17th Ave. A final deci
sion by MAG on the plan is expected
by May 18.

By Jeff Nelson
Chronicle staff writer

Construction of an interim road
along the proposed Estrella Freeway
route could begin in June under a deal
narrowly approved by the Maricopa
Association of Governments Region
al Council Wednesday.

Under the agreement, the county
will move-up construction of the road
in exchange for $12.4 million worth
of land donated by land owners with
property along the Estrella Freeway
corridor.

The deal provides $9.7 million in
Arizona Department of Transporta-

critic of the plan, Scottsdale Mayor
Herb Drinkwater, who claimed mo
ney is being diverted from other free
ways such as the Pima in higher-
density areas.

The plan to build an interim road
was endorsed by MAG officials two
years ago, when only then-Phoenix
Mayor Terry Goddard opposed it. But
Wednesday's approval brought its
completion even closer because it be
comes exempt from being delayed. A
shortfall in sales-taX revenues will de
lay construction of other freeways
from one to three years.

Larry Landry, a representative of
the landowners who donated the land,
told the council that their endorse-

ment of
critical.

But, as expected, several East Val
ley mayors had a problem with the
deal.

"If ADOT can fund this project, it
seems to me they can come up with
funds for more critical projects," said
Tempe Mayor Harry Mitchell. "A lot
of people are not getting what they re
ally wanted."

The road's construction is also ex
pected to expedite the eventual build
ing of the Estrella freeway, which was
once one of the lowest priority pro
jects in the planned 231-mile county
freeway network.

Other dissenting votes in Wednes
day's meeting included Phoenix
Mayor Paul Johnson and outspoken

------- .the Estrella project wa~



On Grand Avenue, bridges and ap
proaches at the Agua Fria River are
scheduled to be designed in 1990-91
and built the following year. Other
projects include construction at loca
tions from Beardsley Road to Van
Buren and cooperation with the City
of Glendale in a beautification pro
jects from Camelback to Butler.

Engineering and design of the Agu
a Fria Expressway is funded in each of
trhe five years with construction from
75th Avenue to 35th Avenue in
1992-93 and from Buckeye Road to
Interstate 10 planned in 1994-95.

Design and construction of the in
terim roadway on the allignment of
the Estrella Expressway is planned
from Interstate 10 to Cactus Road in
1990-91.

Airport projects include annual re-
surfacing of portions ofboth Glendale
and Phoenix-Goodyear airport. Other
funds are earmarked for land acquisi
tion at Glendale Airport in 1992-93
and at Phoenix-Goodyear in 1993-94
and 1994-95.

: The Arizona Department of Trans
I portation's five-year programs for

highway construction and airport de
I velopment includes major work on
• [nterstate 10, improvements on Grand

venue, continuation of the Agua Fri-
~Expressway and work on the interim

Jroad paralleling the eventual Estrella
Parkway route.

• I .
I The plan also mcludes amounts ev-
~ry year for improvements at Glen

~ ~le and Phoenix-Goodyear airports.
, Public comments will be taken on

. the plan at 9 a.m. Friday in the Arizo
na Department of Transportation Au
~torium, 206 S. 17th Ave., Phoenix.
I Work scheduled on Interstate 10
mcludes a grade separation at Bullard
~venue in 1990-91 and at 107th Av
~nue in 1991-92. In 1992-93 the plan
calls for repaving a segment from Per
fyville to Dysart Road and sealing
~oints from 27th Avenue to 59th
Avenue.
: Widening of Interstate 17 from
;momas to Thunderbird Road is sche
~ulcd in two phases, starting in 1993

.: ~nd ending in 1995.
'.' ---------------------

:Transportation plan
~to be hearing topic
" I
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, NOTICE OF HEARING
AVONDALE PLAN ING

COMMlSSIO
August 18. 1988 7:30 P.M.

Notice is hereby given that the Avondale
Planning Commission will hold a Public
Hearing to review the below stated re
quests. The meeting will be held at the
Municipal Court Building. 521 East West
ern Avenue, Avondale. Arizona on the
above stated date and time.
ZONING CASE NO. Z-250
APPLICANT: Phil Cooper For: Tanita
Fanns, Inc.
3344 E. Camelback Road, Ste. 201
Phoenix. Arizona 85018-2316
REQUEST: Approval of Conceptual De
velopment Plan, P.A.D.D./C-2 and Preli
minary Plat
GENERAL DESCRWfION: The South
west Comer of 107th Avenue and Indian
School Road
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: N743.95F OF
NE4 EX W 1192.85F THIOF & EX N 55F
THIOF & EX E 60 F RD & EX TRI IN NE
COR THIOF PID 84-483469 SEC 30 TIN,
RIE Maricopa County. Arizona
AREA: ± 20.604 Acres
ZONING CASE NO. Z-249
APPLICANT: Mike Curley. for Avondale
Land Partners. Ltd. and
Phoenix Western Gateway Associates, Ltd.
100 W. Clarendon
Phoenix, Arizona 85013
REQUEST: Rezone from R-l District to a
Combination of (Modified) R-l, R-3, C-l.
C-2 and A-I Districts
LOCAnON: Approximately 667 acres lo
cated East of the Agua Fria River and West
of 115th Avenue, and South of Van Buren
Street to Point One-half Mile South of
Buckeye Road.
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: TIN. RIW, a
portion of the EY. of.Sec. 11; TIN RIW,
NW'1. and SWy. of Sec; 12; TIN RIW
NW'/. of Sec 13.
AREA: ± 667 Acres
ZONING CASE NO. Z-242
APPLICANT: Gordon Dwayne Casbeer

For:
Casbeer Properties
919 North Dysart Road. Suite D
Avondale. Arizona 85323
REQUEST: Final Plat Review and
Approval
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Tenth Street
and the South Side of Van Buren Street
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Parcel

5QO-25-001A - Pt. of Ell, NW'/., Sec. 11 .~
TIN. RIW and
Parcel 500-25-002B - Pt. of E'h NW'I..
Sec. 11 TIN. RIW
AREA: 55 Acres

Published in Westsider
August 3, 1988
August 10. 1988
August 17, 1988
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ORDINANCE NO. 88-257
AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR
AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GOO
DYEAR, MARICOPA COUNTY, AR
IZONA, AMENDING CHAPTER 2,
PART II.C., OF THE ZONING ORDI
NANCE OF THE CITY OF GOODYEAR
BY ADOPTING OFFICIAL SUP·
PLEMENTARY ZONING MAP NO.
88-19.
BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and
Council of the City of Goodyear as follows:
SECTION 1. That Chapter 2, Part II.C., of
the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Goo
dyear is hereby amended by adopting Offi
cial Supplementary Zoning Map 88-19
signed by the Mayor and City Clerk, and
which accompanies and is annexed to this
Ordinance and declared a part thereof.
SECTION 2. The following Zoning Appli
cation, No. Z-6-88, is granted subject to
compliance with the conditions listed
below:
1) Compliance with the requirements and
conditions of the PAD Ordinance and the
Preliminary PAD approval granted by the
City Council;
2) Preservation of drainages to the greatest
extent possible;
3) Retention, use and reuse of native
vegetation;
4) The provision of an adequate transporta
tion network to accomodate the residents
and commerce of Estrella;
5) Compliance with the Subdivision Ordi
nance, Plans Review requirements, and all

Please see Zoning/page 8-7

Zoning from page 8-6-

applicable codes and ordinances of City of
Goodyear;
6) <;:ompliance with the development con
cepts contained in the "Estrella, Phase II"
report dated May 25, 1988, and made part
of the Rezone Application by Amcor;
7) Parcel 90 density being reduced to not
more than twenty (20) units per acre to al
low compatible development with that
proposed by U.S. Homes to the north; and
8) The provision of adequate water and
sewer facilities to accomodate develop
ment within Estrella.
PASSED A D ADOPTED by the Mayor
and Council of the City of Goodyear, Mar
icopa County, Arizona this 25th day ofJuly
1988. '
MAYOR:
Chauncey B. Coor
ATTEST:
Barbara A. Dunaway, City Clerk
APPROVED AS TO FORM:
City Attorney

Published in Westsider
August 3, 1988

August 10, 1988
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NOTICE OF HEARING
AVONDALE

MAYOR A D CITY COUNCIL
DECEMBER IS, 1988 7:30 PM

Notice is hereby given that the Avondale
Mayor and City Council will hold a Public
Hearing to review the below Slaled re
quests. The meeting will be held at the
Municipal Court Building, 521 East West
ern Avenue, Avondale, Ariwna on the
above stated date and time.

ZONING CASE NO. Z-242
APPLICANT: Gordon Dwayne Casbeer
For: Casbeer Properties, 919 North Dysart
Road, Suite D, Avondale, Ariwna 85323.
REQUEST: Final Plat Approval.
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Tenth Street
and the South Side of Van Buren Street.
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Parcel
500-25-001A - Pt. of EY, , NWY. ,Sec. 11
TIN, R1W, and ParceI500-25-002B Pt. of
E, W, Sec. 11 TI ,R1W.
AREA: 55 Acres.

ZO 'ING CASE '0. Z-253
APPLICANT: Cliff Targowski For: UOC
Homes, 4820 S. Mill Avenue, Suite 103,
Tempe, Arizona.
REQUEST: Preliminary Plat Review.
GENERAL DESCRIPTIO : Parcel 14,
Garden Lakes Subdivision.
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: A Portion of the
SY, of the NE'I. of Section 30 T2 T, RlE,
G&SRB&M Maricopa County Ariwna.

AREA: ± 20.834 Acres.
ZONING CASE NO. Z-254

APPLICANT: Ron Herb, 1109 N. 8th
Slreet, Avondale, Ariwna 85323.
REQUEST: Rewne frome C-l and R-5 to
C-2.
GE1\'ERAL DESCRIPTIO T: orthwest
Comer ofCentral Avenue and Lower Buck
eye Road.
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Parcel Nos.
500-57-160 and 500-57-001G.
AREA: ± .71 Acre.

Published in Weslsider
November 30, 1988
December 7, 1988
December 14, 1988



NOTICE OF HEARING
AVONDALE

PLANNING COMMISSIO
JANUARY 12, 1988 7:30 PM

Notice is hereby given that the Avondale
Planning Commission will hold a Public
Hearing to review the below stated re
quests. The meeting will be held at the
Municipal Court Building, 521 East West
ern Avenue, Avondale, Arizona on the
above stated date and time.

ZONING CASE NO. Z-252
APPLICANT: Baptist Foundation of Ar
izona, 300 West Osborn, Suite 100, Phoe
nix, Arizona 85013.
REQUEST: Preliminary Plat Review and
Approval.
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Southwest
Comer of Thomas Road and the 119th Av
enue Alignment.
LEGAL DESCRIPTIO : T2 ,RIW, Sec
tion 36, the W'h. of the '/, of the EY.,
G&SRB&M.
AREA: 38.51 Acres.

ZO ING CASE NO. Z-254
(Continuance)

APPLICANT: Ron Herb, 1109 N. 8th
Street, Avondale, Arizona 85323.
REQUEST: Rezone from C-I and R-5 to
C-2.
GENERAL DESCRIPTIO: orthwest

Comer ofCentral Avenue and Lower Buck
eye Road.
LEGAL DESCRIPTIO : Parcel Nos.
500-57-160 and 5OO-57-00lG.
AREA: ± .71 Acre.

ZONING CASE NO. V-34
APPLICA T: Joe Gambino, 507 East Van
Buren Street, Avondale, Arizona 85323.
REQUEST: 1. Variance to Section IXBl of
the Avondale Sign Ordinance to erect an
additional sign on the Northwest Comer of
the Joe Gambino Chevrolet property.
LOCATIO : 507 East Van Buren Street.
LEGAL DESCRIPTIO : Parcel
#5OO-10-003D.
REQUEST: 2. Variance to Section IVBl of
the Avondale Sign Ordinance to erect a
community events marquee sign on the
south side of Van Buren Street, at approxi
mately the centerline of the Joe Gambino
Chevrolet property.
LOCATIO : 507 East Van Buren Street.
LEGAL DESCRIPTIO ': Parcel
500-10-003D.

Published in Westsider
December 28, 1988

January 4, 1989
January 11, 1989



PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF LITCHFIELD PARK

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING ON A
PROPOSED REZONING AND MAP
AMENDMENT IN TIIE LITCHFIELD
GREENS SUBDIVISION, CASE NO.
Z.89-1.
Notice is hereby given that the Planning and
Zoning Commission of the City of Litch
field Park will conduct a Public Hearing at
the Litchfield Park City Hall, 214 West In
dian School Road, Litchfield Park, Arizona
85340 at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 28,
1989.
The purpose of this public hearing is to con
sider a rezoning and map amendment in the
Litchfield Greens subdivision, located west

of Litchfield Road bypass and south of
Camelback Road (map appended), in Sec
tion 21, TIN, RIW ofSRBNN, as recorded
in Maricopa County record document 300,
dated July 15,1986; Book No. 501,Map68.
The proposed rezoning and map amend
ment will modify the City's existing zoning
map.
A) Present City Zoning RLM (Low
Medium Density, Residential), Lots 1 to
129. , Setbacks: Front yard, 30'; Rear yard,
30'; Side yard, 15'; Comer lots 30/30'; %
Lot Coverage, 30%.
Proposed Amendment- RM (Medium Den
sity Residential), Lots I to 129., Setbacks:
Front yard, 25'; Rear yard, 25'; Side yard,
12'; Comer lots 25!25'; % Lot Coverage,
40%.

B) Present City Zoning - RM (Medium
Density, Residential), Lots 130 to 282. Set
backs, Front yard, 25'; Rear yard, 25'; Side
yard, 10'; Comer lots 25(25'; % Lot Cover
age, 40%.
Proposed Amendment RHM (High Me
dium Density Residential), Lots 130 to 282
Setbacks: Front yard, 20'; Rear yard, 20';
Side yard, 10'; Comer lots, 20(2(i'; % Lot
Coverage. 50%.
Dated this 3rd Day of March. 1989.
Craig Aper. lsI
Acting City Oerk

Published in Westsider
March 8, 1989
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NOTICE OF HEARING
AVONDALE

PLANNING COMMISSION
MARCH 16, 1989 7:30 P.M.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THATTHE
AVONDALE PLANNING COMMIS
SION WILL HOLD A PUBLIC HEAR
ING TO REVIEW THE BELOW
STATED REQUESTS. THE MEETING
WILL BE HELD AT THE MUNICIPAL
COURT BUILDING, 521 EAST WEST
ERN AVENUE, AVONDALE, ARIZO
NA ON THE ABOVE STATED DATE
AND TIME.

ZONING CASE NO. V-34
APPLICANT: Joe Gambino, 507 East Van
Buren Street, Avondale, Arizona 85323.
REQUEST: 1. Variance to Section IXBl of
the Avondale Sign Ordinance to erect an
additional sign on the Nonhwest Comer of
the Joe Gambino Chevrolet property.
LOCATION: 507 East Va Buren Street.
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Parcel
#5OQ-1(),003D.

ZONING CASE NO. Z-256
APPLICANT: Meridian Group, Inc.,
12801 N. 28th Dr., Ste. 7, Phoenix, Arizona
85029.
REQUEST: 1. Comprehensive Plan Map
Amendment from "Medium Density Resi
dential" to "Commercial".
2. Rezone from R-l to C-2/P.A.D.D.
LOCATIO :± 19.2 Acres at the Southwest
Comer of Roosevelt Street and 99th
Avenue.
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: That portion of
the East half of the Southeast quarter of
Section 5, Township 1 Nonh, Range 1 East
of the Gila and Salt River Base and Meri
dian, Maricopa County, Arizona, described
as follows:
COMMENCING at the Southeast Comer
of said Section 5;
THENCE North, along the East line of said
Section 5, a distance of 1977.00 feet;
THENCE South 89 degrees 15 minutes 24
seconds, a distance of 33.00 feet to the
POINT OF BEGINNING on the West
right-of-way line of 99th Avenue;
THE CE South 89 degrees 15 minutes 24
seconds West, a distance of 1287.47 feet;
THE CE onh 0 degrees 03 minutes 33
seconds East, along the West line of the said
East half, a distance of 663.00 feet;
THE CE North 89 degrees 15 minutes 24
seconds East, along the Nonh line of the
said Southeast quarter, a distance of
1286.79 feet;
THENCE South, along the West right-of
way line of 99th Avenue, a distance of
663.00 feet, to the POI T OF
BEGIN I G.
Containing 19.589 acres.
NOTE: This legal description is based on a
boondaty survey, ofthe East half, Southeast
Quarter of Section 5, Township 1 Nonh,
Range 1 East of the Gila and Salt River
Base and Meridian, prepared by West Val
ley Engineering n July 1, 1985 (L.S. No.
15919).

Published in Westsider
March 1, 1989
March 8, 1989
March 15, 1989
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PUBLIC NOTICE
ARIZONA DEPARTMENT
OF WATER RESOURCES
BEFORE TIIE DIRECfOR

In the matter of the applicatiOll assigned no.
59-523560. for a permit to withdraw poor
quality groundwater. In accordance with §
45-516. Arizona Revised Statutes. Goo
dyear Tire and Rubber Company has fIlcd
an application for a permit to withdraw poor
quality groundwater within the west Sail
River Valley subbasin of the Phoenix Ac-

I
tive Management Area. The applicant in
tends to withdraw 1.130 acre feet per an
num from 7 extraction wells located within
the NW;' SEY. SWY. and NEY. SEY.
SW';' • SectiOll 16; 2 wells in the SEY.
SEY. NEY.. SectiOll 20; NEY. SW'/.
NW';'; SEY. NWY. NW'/.; and NEY.
NW';' NW';'. Section 21; all Township 1

orth. Range 1 west. G&SRB&M. Water
withdrawn will be treated then reinjected.
The applicant has requested a permit term
of 35 years.
Objections to the issuance of the permit
may be filed by persOlls residing in the Ac
tive Management Area and must be filed. in
writing. with the Docket Supervisor of the
Department of water Resources. Legal Di
visiOll. 15 South 15th Avenue, 2nd Floor.
Phoenix. Arizona 85007. within fifteen
(15) days after the last day of publication of
notice. In this case. the final date on which
an objection may be filed is April 13. 1989.

Objections are limited to whether the per
mit application meets the criteria for is
suance of a permit as set forth in title 45.
Chapter 2. Article 7. Arizona Revised Sta
tutes. An objection shall state the name and
mailing address of the objector. be signed
by the objector. his agent or attorney must
clearly set forth reasons why the permit
should not be issued and must be filed with
the Docket Supervisor at the address above.
Issued this 8th day of March. 1989
N. W. Plummer, Director.

Published in Westsider
March 22, 1989
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NOTICE OF HEARING
AVONDALE

PLANNI G COMMISSION
APRIL 6, 1989 7:30 P.M.

Notice is hereby given that the Avondale
Planning Commission will hold a Public
Hearing t? revi~w the below stated request.
The meet.mg will be held at the Municipal
Court Buildmg, 521 East Western Avenue
Avondale, Arizona of the above stated dat~
and time. This meeting is open to the public.

ZONING CASE NO. Z-256
APPLICANT: Meridian Group, Inc.,
12801 N. 28th Dr., Ste. 7, Phoenix. Arizona
85029.
REQUEST: Review and Approval of Con
ceptual Development Plan, P.A.D.D./C-2.
LOCATION: Southwest Comer of
Roosevelt Street and 99th Avenue.
AREA: 19.2 Acres.
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: That portion of
the East half of the Southeast quarter of
Section 5, Township 1 North, Range 1 East
of the Gila and Salt River Base and Meri
dian, Maricopa County, Arizona, described
as follows:
COMME CING at the Southeast Comer
of said Section 5;
THENCE North. along the East line of said
Section 5, a distance of 1977.00 feet;
THENCE South 89 degrees 15 minutes 24
seconds, a distance of 33.00 feet to the
POINT OF BEGINNING on the West
right-of-w.ay line of 99th Avenue;
THENCE South 89 degrees 15 minutes 24
seconds West, a distance of 1287.47 feet; .
TIlE CE North 0 degrees 03 minutes 33
seconds East, along the Westline of the said
East half, a distance of 663.00 feet;
TIIENCE North 89 degrees 15 minutes 24
seconds East, along the North line of the
said Southeast quarter, a distance of
1286.79 feet;
TIIENCE South, along the West right-of
way line of 99th Avenue, 'a distance of
663.00 feet, to the POINT OF
BEGINNING.
Containing 19.589 acres.
NOTE: This legal description is based on a
boundary survey, of the East half, Southeast
Quarter of Section 5. Township 1 North,
Range 1 East of the Gila and Salt River
Base and Meridian. prepared by West Val
ley Engineering on July I, 1985 (L.S. No.
15919).

Published in Westsider
April 5, 1989

NOTICE OF HEARING~
AVO DALE

PLANNING COMMISSIO
APRIL 13, 1989 7:30 P.M.

NOlice is hereby given that the Avondale
Planning Commission will hold a Public
Hearing to review the below stated request.
The meeting will be held at the Municipal
Court Building, 521 East Western Avenue,
Avondale, Arizona on the above stated date
and time.

ZO I G CASE NO. Z-189
APPLICA T: Reid and Associates, 401 S.
Mill Avenue, Ste. 302, Tempe, Arizona
85281.
REQUEST: Preliminary Plat Approva!-,
C-W.A.D.D.
GENERAL DESCRIPTIO : Northwest
Comer of Encanto Boulevard and 99th
Avenue.
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Part of S.
730.45' of SE 1/4, NEI/4 of Sec. 32 TIN,
RIB, G&SRB&M, Except W. 90' and E.
33' thereof.
AREA: 19.7 Acres.

Published in Westsider
March 29, 1989
April 5, 1989
April 12, 1989

NOTICE OF MEETING
AVONDALE

PLANNING COMMISSION
APRIL 13, 1989 7:30 P.M.

NOlice is hereby given that the Avondale
Planning Commission will hold a Public
Hearing to review the below stated request.
The meeting will be held at the Municipal
Court Building, 521 East Western Avenue
Avondale, Arizona on the above stated dat~
and time.

ZONI 'G CASE NO. SU-89-3-28
APPLICANT: Alberto Gutier, for Arizona
Department of Transportation. 205 S. 17th
Avenue, Phoenix, Arizona 85007.
REQUEST: Special Use Permit to Estab
lish a Temporary State Driver Licence Fa
cility.on a Portion of the ADOT Highways
DIVISion Yard.
LOCATION: 7102 North 10th Street
Avondale. '
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Part of the
SEI/4, NWI/4, SWI/4 of Section 2 TIN
RIW. ' ,

Published in Westsider
April 5, 1989

April 12, 1989
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CITY OF GOODYEAR
ORDINANCE NO. 89-276

AN ORDINANCE OF TIIE CITI
GOODYEAR, ARIZONA, DEANNEX
ING FROM TIIE CITI OF GOODYEAR
CERTAIN LANDS AS HEREIN DE
SCRIBED PURSUANT TO TITLE 9,
CHAPTER 4, ARTICLE 7, ARIZONA
REVISED STATU1ES.
BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and
Council of the City of Goodyear, Arizona,
as follows:
SECTIO 1: Deannexation.
There is hereby deannexed from the City of
Goodyear the following described real
property:
Section 10, EXCEPT the north 40.00 feet of
the Northwest Quarter, and all of Sections
ll,12,I3,14,and l5,alllyingwithinTlS,

1
RIW, G.&S.R.B.&M., Maricopa County,
Arizona, all according to a plat of deanne
xation, a copy of which is appended hereto
and made a pan hereof.
SECTION 2: Provisions of A.R.S.
9-471.02.
The property described in Section I shall be
deannexed for the purpose of annexation by
the City of Avondale pursuant to A.R.S.
9-471.02, and upon adoption of this Ordi
nance of deannexation the City Clerk of the
City of Goodyear shall cause alI of the re
quired notices to be served and documents
to be filed in accordance with the re
ferenced statute.
SECTION 3: Compliance with A.R.S.

9-471.02.
Notwithstanding the above, this deannexa
tion is expressly made contingent upon the
fu1fillment of the provisions of A.R.S.
9-471.02.
PASSED AND ADOPTED this 28th day of
March, 1989.
Chauncey B. CooT, Mayor
ATffiST:
Barbara A. Dunaway. CitY Clerk
APPROVED AS TO FORM:
Thomas R. Judd, City Attorney

Published in Westsider
April 5, 1989
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NOTICE OF MEETING
TOLLESON CITY COUNCIL

MAY 9, 1989 7:30 P.M.
Notice is hereby given that the Tolleson
City COIBlcil will hold a public hearing to
review the below stated requesL 1bis meet
ing will be held at the Tolleson City Hall,
9555 W. Van Buren, Tolleson, Arizona on
the above stated date and time.

Rezoning Case No. Z-8901
APPLICANT: Michael J. Curley for Tolle
son Land Partners, 43455 E. Camelback
Rd., Suite 0.236, Phoenix, Arizona 85013.
REQUEST: Rezone Property as Listed
Below:
Parcel
No.
I) Bus. A and AG to C-2 6.96 Ac
2) Bus. A and Res. B to C-2 3.74 Ac

3) Bus. B to C-2 4.47 Ac
4) Res. B, AG, Bus. A and

Bus. B to R-2 14.48 Ac
5) Res. B, AG and Bus.

B to R-2 16.29 Ac
6) AG, I-I and

Bus. B to I-I 73.41 Ac
7) I-I to 1-2 41.16Ac
LOCAnON: Southeast Comer of 91st Av
enue and Van Buren, Tolleson, Arizona.
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Part of the
Northwest Quarter of Section 10, TIN,
R1E, of the Gila and Salt River Base and
Meridian, Approximately 150 Acres.
Barbara C. Lewis, CMC
Tolleson City Cleric.

Published in Westsider
April 19, 1989
April 26, 1989



NOTICE OF HEARING
AVONDALE

PLANNING COMMISSION
MAY 18. 1989 7:30 P.M.

Notice is hereby given that the Avondale
Planning Commission will hold s Public
Hearing to review the below stated re
quests. The meeting will be held at the
Municipal C urt Building, 521 East West
ern Avenue. Avondale. Arizona on the
above stated date and time.

ZONING CASE NO. Z-250
APPLICANT: Ronald W. Hand for Cen
terpointe Investments. Inc.• 3344 E. Camel
back Road. Suite 201. Phoenix, Arizona
85018-2316.
REQUEST: Approval of Final Plat
C-2IP.A.D.D.
LOCATION: Southwest Comer of l07th
Avenue and Indian School Road.
LEGAL: N 743.95F OF NE4 EX W
1I92.85F TH/OF & EX N 55F TH/OF &
EX E 60F RD & EX TR1 IN NE COR THI
OF P/D 84-483469 SEC 30 TIN RIE Mar
icopa County, Arizona.
AREA: ± 20.604 Acres.

ZONING CASE NO. Z-199
APPLICANT: Robert Raskin. 107 Com
pany. 7360 E. Acoma Dr., Ste. 5. Scotts
dale. Arizona 85260.
REQUEST: Time Extension for Conceptu
al Development Plan, Residential P.A.D.D.
LOCAnON: Northeast Comer of
McDowell Road and 107th Avenue on the
South Side of Encanto Boulevard.
LEGAL: NII2 of the SWI/4 and the SWI/4
of the SWI/4 of SEC 32. TIN. RIE of the
G&SRB&M, Maricopa County. Arizona
EX W 33F As Quit Gaimed to Maricopa
County in Book 105 of Deeds. Page 20.
AREA: ± 69 Acres.

ZONING CASE NO. Z-241
APPLICANT: Ed Reichenberg, for Tierra
Business Park Limited Partnership, 2700
North 3rd St.. Ste. 2008, Phoenix. Arizona
85004.
REQUEST: Review and Approval of Preli
minary Plat, C-2IP.A.D.D
LOCATION: Southeast Comer of 115th
Avenue and Interstate 10.
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 102-56-6G: Pt.
NW4 DAF BEG W4 COR TH NLY ALG
W BDY SEC TO PT 1784F S NW COR
THEELYTOPTINLNRU FRPTNLN
SEC.5I9.4FW 4CORTOPTSLNNW4
470.8F W SE COR NW4 TH SLY ALG SD
LN 851.38F MIL TO S L NW4 TH W
POB EX TH PT LY NWLY OF L DAF
BEG W4 COR TH N 88D E 55F TIl N
579.83F TH N 70D 36M E 916.lF TIl N
77D 55M E 1629.93F PT OF END AND
EX W 68F
102-56-7D: BEG NE COR NW4 TH S TO
S L NW4 TH W 470.8F TH TO PT
519.4FWSD NE COR THEE519.FPOB
EX THE PT LY NLY OF LN DAF BEG
55FEAND579.83F W4COR TH 70D
36ME916.17FTH 77D55ME I629.93F
PT OF END.
AREA: 48.53 Acres.

ZONING CASE NO. SU-89-4-18
APPLICANT: lames o. Peacock. 310 E.
Western Avenue, Avondale, Arizona
85323.



NOTICE OF MEETING
AVONDALE

PLANNING COMMISSION
JUNE 2, 1989 7:30 P.M.

Notice is hereby given that the City of Av
ondale Planning Commission will hold a
Work Session on organizational matters
~d procedures, and on items of planning
Interest at the Municipal Court Building,
521 East Western Avenue, Avondale, Ar
izona on the above stated date and time.
This Work Session is open to the public.

Published in Westsider
. May 17, 1989

May 24, 1989
May 31, 1989
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NOTICE OF HEARING
AVONDALE

PLANNING COMMISSION
MAY 18, 1989 7:30 P.M.

Notice is hereby given that the Avondale
Planning Commission will hold s Public
Hearing to review the below stated re
quests. The meeting will be held at the
Municipal C urt Building, 521 East West
ern Avenue, Avondale, Arizona on the
above stated date and time.

ZONING CASE NO. Z-250
APPLICANT: Ronald W. Hand for, Cen
terpointe Investments, Inc., 3344 E. Camel
back Road, Suite 201, Phoenix, Arizona
85018-2316.
REQUEST: Approval of Final Plat
C-2/P.A.D.D.
LOCATION: Southwest Comer of l07th
Avenue and Indian School Road.
LEGAL: N 743.95F OF NE4 EX W
I I92.85F THIOF & EX N 55F THIOF &
EX E 60F RD & EX TRI IN NE COR TH!
OF PID 84-483469 SEC 30 TIN R IE Mar
icopa County, Arizona.
AREA: ± 20.604 Acres.

ZONING CASE NO. Z-199
APPLICANT: Robert Raskin, 107 Com
pany, 7360 E. Acoma Dr., Ste. 5, Scotts
dale, Arizona 85260.
REQUEST: Time Extension for Conceptu
al Development Plan, Residential P.A.D.D.
LOCATION: Northeast Comer of
McDowell Road and 107th Avenue on the
South Side of Encanto Boulevard.
LEGAL: Nlfl of the SWI/4 and the SWI/4
of the SW1/4 of SEC 32, TIN, R IE of the
G&sRB&M, Maricopa County, Arizona
EX W 33F As Quit Claimed to Maricopa
County in Book 105 of Deeds, Page 20.
AREA: ± 69 Acres.

ZONING CASE NO. Z-241
APPLICANT: Ed Reichenberg, for Tierra
Business Park Limited Partnership, 2700
North 3rd St, Ste. 2008, Phoenix, Arizona
85004.
REQUEST: Review and Approval ofPreli
minal)' Plat. C-2IP.A.D.D

LOCATION: Southeast Comer of 115th
Avenue and Interstate 10.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 102-56-6G: Pt.
NW4 DAF BEG W4 COR TH NLY ALG
W BDY SEC TO PT 1784F S NW COR
THE ELY TO PT IN LN RUN FR PT N LN
SEC. 519.4FWN4 COR TO PTS LN NW4
470.8FWSECORNW4 THSLY ALGSD
LN 851.38F MIL TO S LN NW4 TH W
POB EX T1I PT LY NWLY OF LN DAF
BEG W4 COR TH N 88D E 55F TH N
579.83F TH N 70D 36M E 916.1F TH N
77D 55M E 1629.93F PT OF END AND
EX W 68F
102-56-7D: BEG NE COR NW4 TH S TO
S LN NW4 TH W 470.8F TH N TO PT
519.4FWSD NE COR THEE519.FPOB
EX THE PT LY NLY OF LN DAF BEG
55FEA D579.83FNW4CORTHN70D
36ME916.17FTH N77D55ME 1629.93F
PT OF END.
AREA: 48.53 Acres.

ZONING CASE NO. SU-89-4-18
APPLICANT: James O. Peacock, 310 E.
Western Avenue, Avondale, Arizona
85323.
REQUEST: Special Use Permit to Conduct
Tmcking Activities in a C-2 Zoning
District.
LOCATION: 205 and 211 West Main
Street
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lots 5 and 6
Cooks Subdivision; Parcels 500-50-78 and
79.

I
Published in Wesisider j

May 3, 1989
May 10, 1989
May 17, 1989



CITY OF
AVONDALE

NonCE OF MEETING
AVONDALE

PLANNING COMMISSION
August 3. 1989, 7:30P.M Notice is hereby
given ~~ the ~ity of Avondale Planning
CommISSion will hold a Work Session on
org~zationa1matters and procedures. and
011 Items of planning interest at the Munici
pal Coun Building, 521 East Western Av
enue, Avondale, Arizona on the above
stated date and time. This Work Session is
open to the public.

Published in Westsider
July 19. 1989

CITY OF
GOODYEAR

PUBLIC NOnCE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TIIAT A
PUBLIC HEARING Wll.L BE HELD BE
FORE THE PLANNING AND ZONING
COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF GOO
DYEAR, ARIZONA ON WEDNESDAY,
AUGUST 16, 1989 AT CITY HALL.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 119 NORTH
LITCHFIELD ROAD, GOODYEAR AR
IZONA AT THE HOUR OF 7:00 P.M.
REZONE CASE NO: Z-6-89
FROM, TO: (AG) Agricultural Pre Planned
Area Development (PAD)
GENERAL INFORMATION: East of Bul-

lard Avenue, south of Thomas Road; West
of Dysan Road and north of Interstate 10.
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: All of Section
33, Section 34. Township 2 North, Range 1
West, and a portion of Section 3 and Sec
tion 4, Township 1 NOrht,Range 1West of
the Gila and Salt River Base Meridian,
Maricopa County, Arizona.
ACREAGE: 1.475 acres
APPLICANT: Suncor Development Com
pany, 555 E. Plaza Circle, Litchfield Park,
Arizona 85340
Paul Walker, Director
Community Dev. Dept.

Published in Westsider
July 26, 1989
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CITY OF
AVONDALE

NOTICE OF HEARING
AVONDALE PLANNING

COMMISSION
AUGUST 17, 1989 7:30 P.M.

. Notice is hereby given that the Avondale
Planning Commission will hold a Public---------------------

•

Hearing to review the below stated re
quests. The meeting will be held at the
Municipal Court Building, 521 East West
ern Avenue, Avondale, Arizona on the
above stated date and time.
ZONING CASE NO. SU-89-6-12
APPLICANT: .
Motor Vehicle Division. 1801 W. Jefferson
Street, Phoenix, Arizona
REQUEST:
(1) Special Use Pennit for Issuance and
Testing of Commercial Drivers and Licens
ing as Required by Arizona Revised Sta
tutes Effective 1/1190.
(2) This is a Request for the Temporary L0
cation of Mobile Facilities for a Three (3)
Year Period.
LOCATION:
57 Acres Location Between McDowell
Road and 1-10 and Between 120th Avenue
and E1 Mirage Road.
ZONING CASE NO. SU-89-7-28
APPLICANT:
Charles Martin, The Metal Mart, 317 East
Highway SO, Sunnyvale, Texas 75182.
REQUEST:
Special Use Pennit for Operation ofa Retail
Outlet for Metal Buildings.
LOCATION:
301 East Western Avenue.
ZONING CASE NO. Z-258
APPLICANT:
John Howard, Agent for CJ. Smith Film
Studios, 5229 N. 7th Avenue, Suite 103,

Phoenix. Arizona 85013
REQUEST:
Rezone from Maricopa County R-43 Zon
ing District to A-I Light Industrial for Mo
tion Picture Studio and Recreation.
LOCATION:
2005 North 103rd Avenue.

Published in Westsider
August 2, 1989

CITY OF
AVONDALE

NOTICE OF HEARING
AVONDALE MAYOR AND CITY

COUNCIL
AUGUST 21, 1989 7:30 P.M.

Notice is hereby given that the Avondale
Mayor and City Council will hold a Public
Hearing to review the below stated re
quests. The meeting will be held at the
Municipal Court Building, 521 East West
ern Avenue, Avondale, Arizona on the
above stated date and time.
ZONING CASE NO. SU-89-6-12
APPLICANT: '
Motor Vehicle Division, 1801 W. Jefferson
Street, Phoenix, Arizona
REQUEST:
(1) Special Use Permit for Issuance and
Testing of Commercial Drivers and Licens
ing as Required by Arizona Revised Sta-

. tutes Effective 1/1190.

(2) This is a Request for the TemporaryLo
cation of Mobile Facilities for a Three (3)
Year Period.
LOCATION:
57 Acres Location Between McDowell
Road and 1-10 and Between 120th Avenue
and E1 Mirage Road.
ZONING CASE NO. SU-89-7-28
APPLICANT: Charles Martin. The Metal
Mart, 317 East Highway SO, Sunnyvale,
Texas 75182
REQUEST: Special Use Permit for Opera
tion of a Retail Outlet for Metal Buildings.
LOCATION:
301 East Western Avenue.
ZONING CASE NO. Z-I99.
APPLICANT: Robert Raskin, 107 Com
pany 7360E. Acoma Dr., Ste. 5, Scottsdale,
Arizona 85260
REQUEST: Three (3) Year Time Exten
sion for Conceptual Development Plan, Re
sidential P.A.D.D. Zoning Case No. Z-199
LOCATION:
Northeast Comer of McDowell Road and
107th Avenue on the South Side ofEncanto
Boulevard
AREA: + 69 Acres
ZONING ·CASE NO. Z-257
APPLICANT:
Ben Hoglund, for LincoIn Savings, P.O.
Box 29008, Phoenix, Arizona 85039-9008
REQUEST:

Sf~ Se~ Review/page 18
1




