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FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT of Maricopa County

Interoffice Memorandum

SUBJECT: HARQUAHALA RANCHES UNIT #1 JANUARY STORM
Subdivision # S 55-69 MCR I Book 401 Map 57
Subdivision Amendment MCR docket 1 7974 page
MC Assessor Book 126 Map 33.

FILE: DI I 93-002
Sheet 4. 93-015
140. 89-0047

TO: Chuck Feuquay
~ Steven Tucker

vrCopy: Jim Phipps FROM: John Lang DATE: 01/15/93

.~

Drainage Branch received two (2) drainage inquiries from residents of
Harquahala Ranches. 11 & 12 on 1/05/93 and 1/12/93. Both inqu~r~es were about
the breach of the two (2) dikes on the south side of Eagletail Road between
543rd Avenue and 546th Avenue. This involved an area with Baseline on the
North, Eagletail Road on the South, 547th Avenue on the West, and Charlie
Russell Road (543rd Avenue) on the East.

Two (2) dikes, that parallel the South side of Eagletail Road and the West
side of 547th Avenue, breached again or is still breached from the 1989
storm. The most southern dike is on federal land according to the plat, and
the smaller one to the north, but on the south side of the road, may be in
road right of way. The breach was 40 feet + in width. Debris lines placed
the water level at approximately 3 feet. High water marks in vicinity of the
dike indicated the same volume of water passing through breach. Erosion
damage was sustained by Eagletail Road, 545th Avenue, Charlie Russel Road (543
Avenue), Whitewing Road, and Baseline. (Photos taken on 1/12/93 of erosion
areas).

A wash is in the location of the breach and drains NE across Eagletail Road,
546th Avenue and exits onto and across 545th Avenue. This area sustained
substantial erosion across 545th Avenue (approximately 3 foot deep erosion).
A house to the North of this wash had a high water line within 50 feet of the
house. The structure did not appear to have been flooded or damaged.

Additional erosion had taken place to the East and South of this area but was
not related to the dikes breaching. This additional erosion was in the
vicinity of Turtle Mountain Road and Charlie Russell Road. These roads
comprise the Northern and Eastern limits of Harquahala Ranches Unit # 2.

A similar incident occurred during the summer of 1989. We had one (1) drainage
inquiry at that time.

1/15/93 received call from Mr. Steve Mills, 8816 South 545th Avenue. Lot 69
Harquahala Ranches Unit one (1).

According to Mr. Mills: 1. Bill O'Brien leased land for cattle in vicinity
of dikes. He spoke to Mr. O'Brien and was told Mr. Al Rubish (not certain of
spelling) owned the land or still owns the land. He called the BLM and was
told that land was sold and is no longer under government ownership. (will
have to obtain BLM contact person from Mr. Mills for record). According to



Mr. Mills: 1. Mr. Rubish is associated with Eagle Vater Company and also
owns EagleTail Ranch.
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January 15th, 1993

These photos were taken on 01-11-93

Photo #

#1 *

#2*,3,4

#5

#6

#7

#8,9

#10

* Missing

Location

Downstream bridge at 51 st Ave crossing North

of Salt River.

Upstream (same location, same banks).

Downstream (same location). South bank of Salt

River.

Upstream (same location). South bank.

Agua Fria River at Lower Buckeye (picture

facing East).

Salt River at 91 st Ave. North bank.

Salt River at 115th Ave. South bank.
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DAMAGE AT ADOT'S NEWLY CONSTRUcrED
REST AREA WI-llCH IS SOUTH OF WICKENBURG
ALONG U.S. I-llGHWAY 60. THE REST AREA IS
LOCATED BETWEEN THE I-llGHWAY AND THE
HASSAYAMPA RIVER. TI-llS DAMAGE OCCURED
ON JANUARY 8, 1993. NOTICE THE OVERTURNED
CONCRETE PICNIC BENCHES THAT WERE
OVERTURNED AND THE MUD LEFT BEHIND.

PHOTO TAKEN JANUARY 11,1993 BY MAL

,yO'

DAMAGE AT ADOT'S NEWLY CONSTRUcrED
REST AREA WInCH IS SOUTH OF WICKENBURG
ALONG U.S.I-llGHWAY 60. THE REST AREA IS
LOCATED BETWEEN THE HIGHWAY AND THE
HASSAYAMPA RIVER. TI-llS DAMAGE OCCURED
ON JANUARY 8,1993. NOTICE THE SEDIMENT
THAT WAS DEPOSITED OVER THE REST AREA.

PHOTO TAKEN JANUARY 11, 1993 BY MAL

~o





DAMAGE AT ADOT'S NEWLY CONSTRUCfED
REST AREA WIDCH IS SOUTH OF WICKENBURG
ALONG U.s. HIGHWAY 60. THE REST AREA IS
LOCATED BETWEEN THE HIGHWAY AND THE
HASSAYAMPA RIVER. THIS DAMAGE OCCURED
ON JANUARY 8, 1993. NOTICE THE SLABS OF
SIDEWALK THAT WERE WASHED AWAY. ALSO,
NOTICE THE SCOURING THAT TOOK PLACE
AROUND THE LIGHT POLE FOUNDATION.

PHOTO TAKEN JANUARY 11,1993 BY MAL

THIS PICTURE IS TAKEN FROM ADOT'S NEWLY
CONSTRUCTED REST AREA LOOKING TOWARD
THE HASSAYAMPA RIVER. THE REST AREA IS
LOCATED SOUTH OF WICKENBURG ALONG U.S.
HIGHWAY 60. NOTICE THE DEBRIS IN THE FENCE
AND THE SIZE OF THE OVERTURNED TREE. THE
FLOWS WERE ABOVE THE FENCE.

PHOTO TAKEN JANUARY 11, 1993 BY MAL

DAMAGE AT ADOT'S NEWLY CONSTRUCTED
REST AREA WIDCH IS SOUTH OF WICKENBURG
ALONG U.S. HIGHWAY 60. THE REST AREA IS
LOCATED BETWEEN THE HIGHWAY AND THE
HASSAYAMPA RIVER. THIS DAMAGE OCCURED
ON JANUARY 8, 1993. NOTICE THE SLABS OF
SIDEWALK THAT WEREWASHED AWAY. ALSO,
NOTICE THE SCOURING THAT TOOK PLACE
AROUND THE SIDEWALKS AND DRIVEWAYS.

PHOTO TAKEN JANUARY 11, 1993 BY MAL
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HASSAYAMPA RIVER UPSTBAM OF THE TRAILER PARK
THAT IS LOCATED SOUTH OF WICKENBURG AND
DOWNSTREAM OF THE WILDLIFE PRESERVE. NOTICE
ALL OF THE DEBRIS IN THE TREE BRANCHES AND .
THE DESTRUCTION CAUSED TO SOME OF THE TREES.

PICTURE WAS TAKEN JANUARY 11, 1993, 3 DAYS
AFTER THE FLOODING.

DAMAGE AT ADOT'S NEWLY CONSTRUCTED
REST AREA WI-llCH IS SOUTH OF WICKENBURG
ALONG U.S. HIGHWAY 60. THE REST AREA IS
LOCATED BETWEEN THE HIGHWAY AND THE
HASSAYAMPA RIVER. THIS DAMAGE OCCURED
ON JANUARY 8, 1993. NOTICE THE SLABS OF
SIDEWALK THAT WERE WASHED AWAY. ALSO,
NOTICE THE SCOURING THAT TOOK PLACE
AROUND THE SIDEWALKS AND DRlVEWAYS.

PHOTO TAKEN JANUARY 11, 1993 BY MAL

.' 0" Ii:)

THIS PICTURE IS TAKEN FROM THE LOW FLOW
BANKS OF THE HASSAYAMPA FACING ADOT'S
NEWLY CONSTRUCTED REST AREA WHICH IS
SOUTH OF WICKENBURG ALONG U.S. HIGHWAY
60 THE REST AREA IS LOCATED BETWEEN THE
rnGHWAY AND THE HASSAYAMPA RIVER. THIS
FLOODING OCCURED ON JANUARY 8, 1993.
NOTICE ALL OF THE SEDIMENT CARRIED BY THE
FLOODWATERS.

PHOTO TAKEN JANUARY 11, 1993 BY MAL





RESIDENCE THAT WAS LOCATED IN THE TRAILER
PARK LOCATED SOUTH OF WICKENBURG AND
DOWNSTREAM OF THE WILDLIFE PRESERVE BETWEEN
U.S. HIGHWAY 60 AND THE HASSAYAMPA RIVER.
BEFORE THE FLOOD TRAILERS WERE LOCATED IN THE
CLEARING. THE HOUSE HAD DEBRIS THROUGHOUT.
WATER LEVELS WERE ABOVE THE COUNTERS.

PICTURE WAS TAKEN JANUARY II, 1993, 3 DAYS
AFTER THE FLOODING.

2.v .•c

TRAILER THAT WAS LOCATED IN A PARK SOUTH OF
WICKENBURG AND DOWNSTREAM OF THE WILDLIFE
PRESERVE BETWEEN U.S. HIGHWAY 60 AND THE
HASSAYAMPA RIVER. THE TRAILER WAS SWEPT
DOWNSTREAM BY THE FLOODING OF JANUARY 8,
1993.

PICTURE WAS TAKEN JANUARY 11, 1993, 3 DAYS
AFTER THE FLOODING.

RESIDENCE THAT WAS LOCATED IN THE TRAILER
PARK LOCATED SOUTH OF WICKENBURG AND
DOWNSTREAM OF THE WILDLIFE PRESERVE BETWEEN
U.S. HIGHWAY 60 AND THE HASSAYAMPA RIVER.
THE HOUSE HAD DEBRIS THROUGHOUT. WATER LEVELS
WERE ABOVE THE COUNTERS.

PICTURE WAS TAKEN JANUARY II, 1993, 3 DAYS
AFTER THE FLOODING.





TRAILER THAT WAS LOCATED IN A PARK SOUTH OF
WICKENBURG AND DOWNSTREAM OF THE WILDLIFE
PRESERVE BETWEEN U.S. HIGHWAY 60 AND THE
HASSAYAMPA RIVER. THE TRAILER WAS SWEPT
DOWNSTREAM BY THE FLOODING OF JANUARY 8
1993. '

PICTURE WAS TAKEN JANUARY 11, 1993, 3 DAYS
AFTER THE FLOODING.

TRAILER PARK LOCATED SOUTH OF WICKENBURG AND
DOWNSTREAM OF THE WILDLIFE PRESERVE BETWEEN
U.S. HIGHWAY 60 AND THE HASSAYAMPA RIVER.
DEVASTATION CAUSED BY THE FLOODING OF JANUARY
8, 1993. TRAILERS WERE PICKED UP AND SWEPT
DOWNSTREAM SOME AS FAR AS A 1/4 MILE.

PICTURE WAS TAKEN JANUARY 11, 1993, 3 DAYS
AFTER THE FLOODING.

TRAILER THAT WAS LOCATED IN A PARK SOUTH OF
WICKENBURG AND DOWNSTREAM OF THE WILDLIFE
PRESERVE BETWEEN U.S. HIGHWAY 60 AND THE
HASSAYAMPA RIVER. THE TRAILER WAS SWEPT
DOWNSTREAM BY THE FLOODING OF JANUARY 8,
1993.

PICTURE WAS TAKEN JANUARY 11, 1993, 3 DAYS
AFTER THE FLOODING.





TRAILER THAT WAS LOCATED IN A PARK SOUTH OF
WICKENBURG AND DOWNSTREAM OF THE WILDLIFE
PRESERVE BETWEEN U.S. HIGHWAY 60 AND THE
HASSAYAMPA RIVER. THE TRAILER WAS SWEPT
DOWNSTREAM BY THE FLOODING OF JANUARY 8,
1993.

PICTURE WAS TAKEN JANUARY 11, 1993, 3 DAYS
AFTER THE FLOODING.
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