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133 July 16, 1964 Sunnyslope Given Apology by City X Fred Glendening, City Public Works Director, Apologized, Sunnyslope Residents, Complaints on Drainage, Area Property, Hurt,
Major Storm, Last August, Improve Drainage, Flood Control District. Outlet, Additional Canal, Arizona Canal, George F. Ginter,
Sunnyslope Chamber of Commerce, People Building in Washes, Improving Drainage, 12th Street, Northern Avenue, Outlet
Capacity, 19th Avenue, Then City Engineer Left City, Turned Over to Assistant, Assistant Resigned, Without Passing
Correspondence Over

135 October 23, 1964 Mayor Urges Flood Control Bond Issue X Mayor Graham, Sunnyslope Area Residents, Support, Maricopa County Flood Control Bond Election, Flooding Problems,
County Supervisors, Sunnyslope Area Chamber of Commerce, Minor Things, Relieve, Damage, Rain Caused Floods, Trash,
Debris, Washes, Swept Down, Rain Channels, Blocked Flood Control Gates, Canal, Seventh Street

136 October 29, 1964 We Want Action X Sunnyslope, Definite Plan, Flood Control, George Gitner, Director Sunnyslope Chamber of Commerce
134 January 9, 1965 Sunnyslope Work Pushed - Drainage System X Fred Glendening, City Public Works Director, Immediate Start, Flood-control Project, Sunnyslope, Clearing Channel,

Sought Constructing, Culverts, Small Bridges, 10th Street Wash, Cholla Street, Cave Creek Road, Arizona Canal, Tenth Street,
Phoenix City Council, City Manager Robert Coop, Mayor Milton Graham, September Storms, Built Up, Flooding Problem,
Increased, City Engineer Clarence Lintz, Rainfall, Runs Off, Lower Areas, Major Natural Drainage Facilities, Wash Crosses
Streets, Second Phase, Determine Right of Way, Drainage Rights, Clear Channel, Unrestricted Flow, Floodwaters

151 August 15, 1990 More Rain Likely to Drench Valley - Flooded X Heavy Rains, Valley, Flooding Houses, Closing Roads, Weather Forecast, Rain, Unstable Moist Air Mass, Low Pressure,
Street Create Commuter Nightmares (& Moisture, National Weather Service Meteorologist Bob Wilt, Claudia Scnabl, Spokeswoman, American Red Cross, Julian
Pictures) Thompson, North Phoenix, Skunk Creek, Pinnacle Peak Road, 35th Avenue

152 August 15, 1990 Monsoon Called Wettest Valley Has Seen in 6 X Wettest Monsoon Season, Rainwater, Phoenix Skyline, Valley, Craig Ellis, Meteorologist, National Weather Service, Arizona
Years Gulfs of Mexico and California, Sky Harbor International Airport, Phoenix, East Valley, Bill Bestel, Meteorologist, Downpours,

West Valley, Goodyear, 91 Degrees Aug. 14, 1935, Wettest Monsoon in 1984,9 Inches of Rain

153 August 15, 1990 School Chiefs Son Almost Drowns in Heavy X Nearly Drowned, 12-inch Metal Drain, Storm Runoff Waters, Dennis Dowling, Saved, Billy White, Metal Culvert, Greenbelt, 33rd
Runoff (& Pictures) and Beverly Avenues, Sandra Dowling, Flooded Grand Avenue, Glendale Avenue, Storm, Closed

147 August 16, 1990 Swift-water Rescue (& Picture) X Tim Gallagher, Phoenix Fire Department, William Babela, 35th Avenue and Pinnacle Peak Road, Floodwaters
148 September 4, 1990 Tornado Brushes Phoenix - Lightning Kills 1, X Tornado, Phoenix, Killed, Lightening, Apache Junction, Strong Thunderstorms, Valley, 3.58 Inches of Rain, Street Flooding,

Storm Floods Streets(& Pictures) Cottonwood, Prescott, Winds, 80 mph, Union Hill s Drive, Seventh Street and Seventh Avenue, National Weather Service,
John Dyer, Central Avenue, Big Brown Cloud, David Bjorem, Funnel Clouds, Tornado Warning, Gold Canyon Golf Course,
Apache Junction Fire Department, Two Storm Cells, Powerful Winds, Heavy Rain, Northwester, Eastern Maricopa County,
Agua Fria River, Henry Wiese, Rescued, Department of Public Safety Helicopter, Tom Knapp, Spokesman, Rural Metro Fire
Department, High Schools Closed, Bruce Florence, Spokesman, Glendale Union High School District, Arizona Public Service,
Power, Lost Service, Northwest Phoenix, Loma Vista Substation, Flooded, Rebecca Watral, APS Spokeswoman, Salt River
Project, Lost Power, Power Poles Knocked Down, Sky Harbor International Airport, 82nd Avenue, Thunderbird Road, Chandler,
Gilbert, No Rain, Lost Dutchman State Park, Superstition Mountains, Park Ranger Diana Bishop, 68 mph gust, Phoenix-
Goodyear Municipal Airport, East Mesa, Bob Jordon, 64th Street and Brown Road, In Buckets, 66th Street, Recker Road,
Cactus and Hayden Roads, North Scottsdale, Shea Boulevard, Miller Road, 59th Avenue, Northern and Glendale Avenues,
River, Thom Leonard, Sandbag, Union Hills and Seventh Street, Flooding Three Feet Deep, Underpass, Black Canyon
Freeway and Peoria Avenue to Union Hills Driver, Officer Roger Austin, Tempe Police Spokesman, Mill Avenue, Closed, Salt
River Bottom, Mill Avenue Bridge, Rockslides, Arizona 87, U.S. 60, Miami, Verde Valley, Uprooted Trees, Tom Driver,
Bartender, The Palace, Whisky Row, Grand Avenue near 55th Avenue, Tatum Boulevard

146 March 3, 1991 Wittmann Man Killed in Flooded Hassayampa X Wittmann man, Killed, Washed Away, Hassayampa River, Unbridged River Crossing, Maricopa County Sheriffs Office, Antonio
(& Picture) Gonzalez, Grand Avenue, Heavy Rains,
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149 March 28, 1991 Wintery Blast Hits State with Rain, Snow - X Arizona, Dry Desert, Weather Forecasters, Wintry Storms, Valley, David Bjorem, Barbara Bush, Cancel, Grand Canyon,
Reprieve Called Likely to Linger Into Next Week National Park Service, Phoenix Fire Department Capt. Steven Young, Missing, Sunrise Ski Resort, Show Low, Winds, 35 mph,
(& Pictures) Mogollon Rim, John Paulsen, Arizona Division of Emergency Services, Flagstaff, 17 Inches of Snow, Winslow, Prescott,

Department of Public Safety, Dusting of Snow, Scottsdale, East Mesa, Sky harbor International Airport, Meteorologist John
Tenharkel, Snowflakes, Fountain Hills, Wickenburg, Estrellas, McDowells, Apache Junction, Barricaded, Southern Avenue and
Broadway Road, Flooding, Unbridged Crossings, Salt River, Closed, Candi Nilles, Dispatcher, Apache Junction Police
Department, Fairfeld Snow Bowl, Record Rain Fall, March 27 is 0.64 Inches, Recorded in 1924, March Rainfall, 1941,4.82
Inches for Month

150 March 28, 1991 Rivers Running as Wet Storms Soak Arizona X Major Storm, Gulf of Alaska, Rain, Snow, Central Arizona, Dry Salt River, Salt and Verde Rivers, Watersheds, Melt, Salt River
Project Reservoirs, Runoff, 1989, 1990, Spokesman Jeff Eldot, Phoenix Area, SRP Reservoirs, Salt River Watershed, Verde
River, Snow Level, Ground, Saturated, Lakes, Granite Reef Diversion Dam, Northeast of Mesa, Lake Pleasant, Agua Fria
River, 1983

52 January 3, 1993 Water Rips Scaffolding From Bridge (& Picture) X Salt River, Ripped, Scaffolding, Mill Avenue Bridge, Dry Riverbed, Riverbank, Nachie Marquez, Collapsing, Salt River Project,
Releasing Water, Heavy Rains, Concrete Footing, Flow Peaked, Teri Moore, SRP Spokeswoman, Heavy Flows, City
Engineers, Watch, Old Bridge, No Signs of Damage, Riverbed, Rio Salado Project, Mary Harry Mitchell, Damage, Riverside
Community, Rio Salado Parkway, Wood, Steel, Other Materials, Problems, Debris, Hung Up, Edward Kraemer and Sons of
Phoenix, Financial Hit, Arizona Department of Transportation

87 January 8, 1993 Rain Floods NW Valley Roadways (& Pictures) X 1993, Not, Drought Year, Arizona, Steady Rains, Drenched, Clouds Broke, More Rain Forecast, National Weather Service,
Flash Flood Warning, Central Arizona, Stream Flows, NWS Meteorologist David Carpenter, Sun City Weather Watcher, Dick
Jarsensky, Salt River Project Officials, Granite Reef Dam, Northeast Phoenix, Dam, Teri Morris, SRP Spokeswoman, East
Valley, West Valley, Carefree Highway, 99th Avenue to Interstate 17, Lake Pleasant, Rising Water Level, Rain, Norm Zadnoff,
Sun City West Posse Commander, Peoria, Fire Station, Sand, Sand Bags, Glendale, Deer Valley Road, 75th, 83rd Avenues,
54th Avenue, Union Hills Drive, 57th Avenue, 67th Avenue, Bell Road, Skunk Creek, 83rd Avenue and Union Hills Drive, 83rd
Avenue From Bell Road Heavy Rains, Closure 101 Loop and 83rd Avenue, Don Rhoten, Paradise Resort

43 January 9, 1993 Valley River Crossings (Map) X Holly Acres, Mill Ave. Bridge, Salt River Reservation, Numerous Locations, River Crossings
47 January 9, 1993 Earlier Floods Create Grief for Motorists, X Since 1978, Three Massive Floods, Valley, Damage, Homes, Businesses, Washing Out Bridges, Homeless, Runoff, Most of

Homeowners State, New Mexico, Granddaddy of All Floods, Most Server, Maricopa County Record, 1891, Salt River, Farmers, Flood Control
District, Damming, Salt River, Storm Runoff, Susan Fitzgerald, Spokeswoman, 1978, Floodwaters, Washed Out Interstate 17
Bridge, Agua Fria River, Killed Six People, Flooding, Central Avenue Bridge, Heavy Damage, Losses, Sand and Gravel
Operations, Banks of River, Arizona Department of Transportation, 1980, Once Every 100 Years, Three Dead, Salt River
Project Officials, Release Water, Protect Stewart Mountain Dam, Collapsing, Army Corps of Engineers, Concrete, Unbonding

69 January 9, 1993 Water Pours Out of Roosevelt Dam (Pictures) X Roosevelt Dam, Salt River, Surging Water, Ripped Scaffolding, Half-completed Mill Avenue Bridge, Concrete Footing

70 January 9, 1993 Going With the Flow - Flood Proves X Jim Jones, Water, Dry Salt River Bed, Channelized Rio Salado Project, Trial Run, Turbulent Water, Released, Salt River
Channelization Works (& Picture) Project Dams, Heavy Rains, Second Mill Avenue Bridge, Scaffolding, Toppled, Channelization Worked, Dave Hanna,

Chairman, Rio Salado Advisory Committee, Freed Hundreds of Acres from Potential Flooding, Planned Lakeside, Resorts,
Recreation Areas, Tempe, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Arizona Department of Transportation, Ushered Through,
Banks, Less Cleanup, November 1987, Arizona Voters, Turned Down, Proposal, Valley, 1990, Tempe to do it Alone, It's Voters
Approved Project, No Water Rose, Lowest Jog, Rio Salado Area, Salt River Flooding

71 January 9, 1993 Temporary Scaffolding No Match for River Flow X Second Mill Avenue Bridge, Salt River Project, Release Water, Dry River, Heavy Rains, Public Works Director Jim Jones,
(& Picture) Scaffolding, Tumbling, Cement Floodwaters, Salt and Verde Rivers, Granite Reef Dam, Northeast Phoenix, Poured Over,

Lower Salt River, SRP Spokeswoman Teri Morris, Collapsed, Damage, Heavy Storms, Plywood Forms, Steel Supports,
Concrete, State Department of Transportation, Builder Kraemer and Sons, Financial Hit, Original Mill Avenue Bridge, Not
Damaged, Road, Washed Away, Riverside Community, Contractor's Insurance Company
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72 January 9, 1993 Garbage Slides Into Salt River - Warning on Tri- X Environmentalists, Raging Floodwaters, Breached, Tri-City Landfill, North of Mesa, Garbage Flowing, Dry Salt River, Mary

City Landfill Were Sounded Last Year Jensen, Co-chairwoman, Legacy of the Southwest, East Valley Environmental Group, Garbage, Landfill, River, Buckeye, Sen.
(&Pictures & Map) John McCain, Damage, High Waters, Old Landfills, 1950's, Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community, Scottsdale, Mesa,

Tempe, Other Riverbed Landscapes Closed, Federal Officials, Investigating, Runoff, Debris, State Department of
Environmental Quality, No Jurisdiction, Indian-operated Landfills, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, McDowell Road,
Beeline Highway, Floodplain, Unlined, Seeping, Underground Water Supply, Tribal Officials, Landfill Eroded, Trash, Illegal
Dumping Upstream, Frank Mertely, Manager of Indian Community, Truckloads, Large Boulders, Hold Off Rising River,
Responsible, Cleanup, South of Phoenix, Meets Federal Specifications, Ray Garrison, Scottsdale, Assistant City Manager,
County Landfill, Army Corps of Engineers, City Manager Charles Luster, EPA Jurisdiction, DEQ Director Ed Fox, Legal Action,
Steve Brittle, President, Don't Waste Arizona

78 January 9, 1993 The Flood of 1993 - Floods Often Tested Valley X Floods, 1978, '79, '80 Floods, Valley, Rain, Salt River Project's Reservoirs, Salt and Verde Rivers, Filled by Runoff, SRP, Water
's Preparedness (& Picture) Releases, Bridges, Mill Avenue Bridge, Salt River, East Valley, Apache Junction, Phoenix, Sky Harbor International Airport,

Flooded, Country Club Drive, Mesa, State Highway Officials, Feb. 13, 1980, Measurable Rain, Nine Straight Days, SRP'
Reservoirs, 90 Percent Full, Big Storm, Stewart Mountain Dam, Danger, Giving Way, Water, Riverbed, Orme Dam, Inundated
Fort McDowell Mohave-Apache Indian Community, Environmentalists, Building, Bridges, Flood Control, Water Storage,
Overgrazing Cattle, Tonto National Forest Watershed, Contributing to Flooding, Problem, Development, Flood Plains, Federal
Plan, 1984, Increase Storage Capacity, Watersheds, New Dams, Verde River, Bald Eagle Habitat, Construction, Increasing
Height, Roosevelt Dam, Floods of Late '70s and 1980, William Lo Piano, Former Mayor of Tempe, Desert, Valley of the Sun,
First Big Recorded Flood, 1891, Killed 60, Damage, Susan Fitzgerald, Public Information Officer, Maricopa County Flood
Control District, 1905, 1919, Tempe, Mill Avenue Bridge, 1921, State Capitol, Prompted, Building Cave Creek Dam, Finished
1923, 1943, 1950's, Luke Air Force Base, West Valley, 1965, '72, March 1982, Closure 16 Riverbed Crossings, Blue Paint
Bridge

79 January 9, 1993 A History of Floods X Major Dates, Local Flood History, 1891, Salt River, Roosevelt Dam Constructed,1921, Flooding Damage, State Capitol, Cave
Creek Dam, 1978, Valley, Bridges, Salt River, Three People Killed, Six Swept Away, Interstate 17, Agua Fria River at Black
Canyon City, 1979, Storms, 1980, Four Deaths Statewide, Nine Days Straight Rain, Record, Salt River Project, Stewart
Mountain Dam, Northeast of Mesa, Orme Dam, Bridges Built, 1993, Water Releases

84 January 9, 1993 Landfill's Contents May Flow Down Salt - X Floodwaters, Breached, Tri-City Landfill, Major Portion Indian-operated Dump, Wash Down, Salt River, Craig Zentgraf,
Rushing Water Strips Layer of Embankment (& Engineer, Arizona Department of Environmental Quality, Rushing Water Eroded, Embankment, Landfill, Construction Debris,
Picture) Soil and Rock, Floodwaters, Commercial, Residential Garbage, Mesa, Scottsdale, Tempe, Release, Rain, Salt River Pima-

Maricopa Indian Community, Blamed, Salt River, Major Storms, Salt River Project, Granite Reef Dam, Dry Riverbed, Flows, Ed
Fox, Director, Environmental Department, Gov. Fife Symington, State's Legal Options, Department Spokesman John Godec,
Indian Community, U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Draft Plan, Shore Up Landfill, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Janet
Johnson, Spokeswoman, President Ivan Makil

88 January 9, 1993 Unfinished Spans Prove No Match for Fury of X Rushing Waters, Closed, Six Bridges, All Unbridged Washes, Salt River, Sg!. Jay Ellison, Maricopa County Sheriffs
Salt - 6 Other Bridges Closed by Torrent (& Department, Bridges at 35th, 51st, 67th, 91st Avenues, McKellips, Gilbert Roads, Debris-laden Water, Mill Avenue Bridge,
Pictures) Concrete Arches, Held Up, Knocked Out, Temporary Plywood Spans, Steel Beams, Old Two Lane Mill Avenue Bridge, Not

Damaged, Bridget O'Rourke, Tempe Resident, Roger Knauss, Rudy Hernandez, Down River, Raging Waters, 35th Avenue
Bridge, Phoenix Police Sg!. William Johnston, People Stranded, Island, Rescued, 1980 Floods, Tom LaMarche, Hydrologist,
Maricopa County Flood Control District, Swamped American Truck Salvage Yard, Debris, 50-gallon Drum, Floated
Downstream, Propane Tank, Carried Away, Central Avenue Bridge, Phoenix, Construction, New Mill Avenue Bridge, Tempe
Officials, Contractor's Insurance, Jim Jones, Director, Public Works

89 January 9, 1993 Woman Clings to Tree in Creek X Churning Water, Dry Beaver Creek, Amy Janes, Tree, Creek Bed, Seven Hours, Northern Arizona University Student, Earl
Janes, Camp Verde, Sedona, Wave Flipped Canoe, Serious Flooding, Downstream, White-water Specialists, Prescott Fire
Department
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January 9, 19931Valley Flood Plains (Map & Picture)

January 9, 19931Evacuation is the 5th in 15 Years for One
District

January 9, 19931How Water Flow is Measured
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XI Flooding, Bridges, Roads, Salt River, Evacuated, 91 st Avenue, Phoenix Waste-water Treatment Plant, New Mill Avenue Bridge,

Tri-City Landfill

XI Pete Oliver, Sandbags, Gila and Salt Rivers, 115th Avenue, Holly Acres, Floods, 1978, Rivers Overflowed, 1980, 1983, 91 st
Avenue and Lower Buckeye, Judy Hill, Renee Farmer, Venita and Cleo West, Southern Avenue, Kathy Trimble, Waist-deep
Water, Gophers, Snakes, Sand, Mud, Roof, Piled Up Earth, Shore Up Line, Rising Water, Dike, 211 th Avenue, Heartland Dairy,
Mike Rainwater, Beloat Road, Gene Shelton, Mesa, Evacuated, Hawaiian Family Mobil Home Park, Collenne Millien, Danny
Millien, Country Club Drive, McKellips Road, Red Cross, Joseph Duprey, State Flood-control Efforts, More Flood Control

XI Salt River, Phoenix, Horseshoe and Bartlett Lakes, Water Needs, Valley Cities

111

112

113

120

January 9, 19931River Rages; New Storm Due - Salt Threatens
to Swamp Homes in Low-lying Areas

January 9, 199310nce Again, River Threatens to Wash Away
Family's Home (& Pictures)

January 9, 19931Valley Streets Act as Storm Drain

January 9, 19931Arizona Inundation Old Story - Even Storage
Dams Often Inadequate

XI Powerful Water Releases, Bridge, Salt River, Landfill, Governor, Declare, Statewide Emergency, Storms, Torrent of Water,
Evacuated, Water Flow, Levels, Floods of 1980, Heavy Rain, Salt River Project, Release Runoff, Dirty Churning Water,
Damage, Destructive, Gov. Fife Symington, Flood Emergency, U.S. Sen. John McCain, Swollen River, New Mill Avenue Bridge,
Tempe, Unfinished Span, Collapsed, Debris, Tri-City Landfill, Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community, Toxic Trash, River
Flow, SRP, Disastrous Floods of 1978, Several Bridges, Gilbert Road, 35th Avenue, State Route 85 Bridges, Closed, Central
Avenue, 51st Avenue, Red Cross, Flooded Out, Homes, Mesa, Hawaiian Family Mobil Home Park, Holly Acres Community,
Salt River Reservation, Barriers, Louis Michelena, Dike, Trailer, Barn, Animals in Danger, Floating Down Raging River, Peter
Cervelli, Arizona State University Student, Heather Bavol Acting Director, Congregational Child Care, Phoenix City Manager
Frank Fairbanks, Pat Manion, Flood Preparations, Del Rio Landfill, 7th and 16th Streets, Rocks, Other Rubble, Dumped, Eva
Smith, 51 st Avenue Bridge, Weather Problems, Tucson, Pima County, National Guard, Federal Funds, Sgt. Ron Benson,
Spokesman, Pima County Sheriffs Office, Ina Road Bridge, Santa Cruz River, Tearing Away Supports, Pilings, Dams, Salt and
Verde Rivers

XIAI Bevins, Salt River, Holly Acres, West of Phoenix, Evacuate, Homes, Threatened to Overflow, Banks, Spill, Farmland,
Homesites, River's Roar, Rock-encrusted Earthen Dike, Raging Waters, 121st Avenue, Rosella Davis, Flood of 1980, Wildlife,
Maricopa County Sheriffs Office, Red Cross, Horses and Cows to Safety, Pat Melligan, Floodwaters, Danger

XIArizona, Valley of the Sun, Drain, Watershed, New Mexico, Flooding, Salt and Agua Fria Rivers, Riverbanks Overflow, Runoff,
Higher Elevations, Water, Rains Heavily, Washes, Creeks, Channels, Paul Kienow, County Floodplain Management Engineer,
Storm Drains and Canals, 48th Street, Agua Fria

XI Roosevelt Dam, Salt and Verde River Dams, Salt River Valley, Phoenix Area, University of Arizona, Floods, Past 115 Years,
Summer Monsoons, Winter Storms, Pacific, Desert Soil, Absorb Water, Shallow Streambeds, February 1892, Worst Flood
Settlement Began in 1867, Ominous Roar, From the Salt, Downtown Phoenix, Dissolving, Adobe Dwellings, Busy Harbor,
Roosevelt Dam, 1911, Floods, Collapsed, Earthen Dams, Arizona Watersheds, Feb. 22,1890, Walnut Grove Dam Collapsed,
Earthen Structure, Breach, 900-acre Lake, Narrow Canyon, Hassayampa River, North of Wickenburg, 60-70 People Drowned,
Mining Camp Named Seymore, Disappeared, 5 Homes, Business Collapsed, Tucson, 5.3 Inches Rain in 70 Minutes, July 11,
1878, Chirichua Mountains, 1985 University of Arizona Study, Leading Cause of Weather-related Deaths, Flash Floods, Labor
Day Weekend, 1970, 28 People Died, Heavy Rains, Payson-Mogollon Rim, 11 A Inches of Rain, Salt and Verde Rivers,
Department of Public Safety Officer, Killed, Sycamore Creek, Arizona 87, Bridge Washed Away, March 1980, Destroying, River
Crossings, Southern Pacific Railroad, Tempe, Southern pacific Co., Amtrak, State Department of Transportation, Mesa,
Tempe, Phoenix, Oct. 1, 1983, Devastating Floods, Eastern Arizona Killing 15 People, Damage, Hardest-hit Towns, Clifton,
Tucson, Willcox, Hooker Dam Failed, Wall of Water 8 Miles Wide
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January 9, 19931Floods Hit State, More Rain on Way - Half-built
Mill Avenue Bridge Damaged, Other Salt River
Crossings Closed - Waste Flows Into waters
From Sewage, Landfill (& Pictures)

January 9, 19931Flood Evacuations in the State - Several
Schools Get 'Rainy Day' Off

January 9, 19931Saturated Soil Adds to River Flows (& Map)

January 10, 19931'n Parts of Tucson, Flood-Isolated Homes Just
a Copter Hop Away

January 10, 19931Floods to have Little Effect on Crops, Officials
Say

~~.~...,...--,-----~~.,..,....---,--~~
XI Worst Floods, Arizona, Evacuations, Homes, Damaging, Bridge, Waste, Landfill, Sewage-treatment Plants, Rivers, Flooding,

Rain, Salt River, Phoenix, Rescued, Swollen Streams, Giant River of Milk Chocolate, Gov. Fife Symington, Erode, Tri-City
Landfill. North of Mesa. Salt River Project, Releases, Dams Upstream, Valley, Heaviest Flooding, Darrell Jordan, SRP's
Manager, Water Resources Management, Bridges and Washes, Closed, 35th, 51 st, 67th, 91st Avenues, McKellips, Gilbert
Roads, Unbridged Washes, Sg!. Jay Ellison, Maricopa County Sheriffs Department, Grand Avenue, 101 st to 111 th Avenues,
Statewide Flood Emergency, Salt, Verde, Agua Fria Rivers, Roosevelt Dam, Rising Water, Storms, Central Arizona, Anton
Haffer. Area Manager, National Weather Service, Rainfall, 7 Inches of Rain, Central Arizona Watershed, Flash-flood Warnings,
Maricopa, Gila, Pinal, Yavapai Counties, Verde River, Colorado River, David Carpenter, Meteorologist, Mill Avenue Bridge,
Construction, Tempe, Old Mill Avenue Bridge, Debris, Damage Supports, Officer Dick Steely, Tempe Police Spokesman,
Prescott Firefighters, Cottonwood Woman, Beaver Creek, McGuireville, Yavapai County Sheriffs Officers, Amy James,
Tucson, Pima County, Tanque Verde Wash, Robert Hewett, Strong Currents, 35th Avenue Bridge, Phoenix Police Sg!. William
Johnston, People, Rescued, Cave Creek, Foot of Water, Water, Through House, Matt Phillips, Rural Metro Fire Department,
Michael Harris, Central Avenue, Phoenix Firefighters, Squatters Camp, River Bank, High Water, Arroyos, School, Cancelled,
New River, SRP, Dam System, Sen. John McCain, Army Corps of Engineers, Phoenix Mayor Paul Johnson, Street
Transportation Director Jim Matteson, Big Floods, 1978, 1980, 1883, 100-year Flood, February 1980, Gov. Bruce Babbitt,
President Carter, Granite Reef Dam, Jeff Boatman, Air Services Air Charter, Horseshoe Dam, Horseshoe Reservoir, Maricopa
Yavapai County Line, Floodgates, Spillway, Downstream, Runoff, Desert Washes, Waterfalls, Cliffs, Mountains, Apache,
Canyon Lakes, Muddy Waters, 105th Avenue, Agua Fria River, Southern Avenue, Gila River, Bob Bishop, Director, Emergency
Management, Judy Hill

XI Winkleman, Tucson, Camp Verde, Evacuated, Low-lying Areas, Gila River, Spokeswoman Sharon McCormack, Verde Lakes,
Trailer Park, National Guard, Little Colorado River, Winslow, Interstate 40, Navajo Reservation Community, Leupp, Cameron,
Navajo President Peterson Zah, Declared, Emergency, Birdsprings, Arizona's Emergency Management Department, Marana,
Sedona, Winslow, Wickenburg, Prescott, Jim Howard, Superintendent, Prescott Unified School District, High Water, San
Miguel, Coolidge Dam, Globe, Dam, Releasing, San Carlos lake, Flood-swollen Gila, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Williams, Storm
Water, Overflowed, Sewage Line, Arizona Department of Environmental Quality Barricaded, Manholes, Flagstaff, Payson,
Prescott, Pinewood, Under Water, Boil Water, Clifton, Flood in 1980, 1983, San Francisco River

XI Flooding, Heavy Rains, Drain, Salt and Verde Rivers, 7 Inches of Rain, Storms, Saturated, Ground, Rainfall, Streams, Washes,
Runoff, Valley's, Salt River Bed, Swollen Verde River, Granite Reef Dam, Phoenix, Fog, National Weather Service, Flash-flood
Warnings, Maricopa, Gila, Pinal, Yavapai Counties, Central Avenue, 1980 Floods, Salt River, Roosevelt Lake, Horseshoe and
Bartlett Lakes, Sandbags, Fire Stations, Public Works Facilities, Maricopa County Sheriffs Office, Danger, Evacuated, 105th
Avenue, Agua Fria River, Southern Avenue, Gila River, Barricaded, Major Bridges, Gilbert Road, 35th Avenue, Arizona 85,
South of Buckeye, Closed, 100-year Floods, Twice, 1978, Once in 1980, Gov. Bruce Babbitt, State of Emergency, President
Carter, Major Disaster Areas, Federal Aid

XIDon Hildebrand, Southwest Helicopters Inc., 300 People, Isolated, Raging Wash, Rains, Tucson International Airport, Bell Jet
Ranger Helicopters, Hilton East Hotel, Agua Caliente, Tanque Verde Washes, Soil, Fort Lowell Road, Soldiers Trail, Wentworth
Road, Mitch Cloutier, Tanque Verde Street, Flooded, Pima County, Residents, Forty Niner Country Club, Laura Penland, PHH
Home Equity, Margaret Crabtree, Nick Papanikolas, Manager. Golf Course, Steve Counts, Mechanic, Rick Hornfeck, Assistant,
Scott Paper Co., Wash, Oro Valley, Westin La Paloma Resort Arizona, Circle K

XI Agriculture Authorities, Arizona, Rain, Floods, Little Effect, Crops, Jeff Davis, Arizona Farm Bureau, Yuma County, Extension
Agent Mark Wilcox, Bad Weather
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January 10, 19931State of Emergency - The Flood of 1993 - IXIFlooding, Valley, Floods of the 1980's, Salt River, Environmentalists, Indian Community, Series of Dams, Salt River Project,
Planned Dams Could Have Eased Valley Water Storage, Not Flood Control, Orme Dam, Proposed 1976, Early 1980, Salt and Verde Rivers, Regulated Flows, Reservoir,
Flooding (& Map) Fort McDowell Mohave-Apache Indian Community, Mesa, Bald Eagle Nesting Areas, Loss of Our Land, Tribal President Clinton

Pattea, Won Battle, 1983, Federal Government, Compensate, Tonto National Forest, Dick Perreault, Chief of Planning,
Flooding From Watersheds, Scott Harrelson, SRP, Early Releases, Incoming Runoff, Rain, Weather Forecast, Water Delivery
Company, Alternatives, Plan 6, Approved, Federal Level, 1984, Raiding Roosevelt Dam, Construction, Cliff Dam, Verde River,
Herb Fibel, Maricopa County Audubon Society, Animal Habitat, Riparian Areas, Stream Site Habitats, River Crossing, Gilbert
Road, Alma School Road, McClintock Drive, Channeling, River Bed, Mill Avenue, Tempe, Phoenix Sky Harbor International
Airport, Paul Cherrington, Manager of Water Engineering and Transmission for SRP, Orme Dam

51

60

67

January 10, 1993lWinslow, Navajo Areas Flooded - 400
Evacuated - Little Colorado Breaches Dike (&
Map)

January 10, 19931Sad Memory of '83 Flood Won't Wash Away

January 10, 1993IE.J. Montini - Water Shows It's Tougher Than
Memory

XIHeavy Flooding, Little Colorado River, Northeastern Arizona, 400 People, Evacuation, Winslow Area, Navajo Indian
Reservation, Whole Trees, Dead Cows, Clear Creek, Watershed, Winslow Police Lt. Wayne Wagner, Floodwaters, Major
Tributaries, Rushing Waters, Broke, 150-foot Section, Dike, Community of Bird Springs, Navajo Nation President Peterson Zah,
State of Emergency, Dike, Breached, Ames Acres Community, Low-lying Areas, Damage, Emergency Crews, Repair, National
Weather Service, Flash-flood Warning, Northeaster Arizona's Plateau Region, Mogollon Rim, Blue Ridge Reservoir, Traps
Forest Area Runoff, Blocked, Logs, Arizona Army National Guard, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Community of Leupp, Stg. Merv
Yoyetewa, Navajo Division of Public Safety, Closed, Arizona 99, Canyon Diablo, Navajo Police Lt. Ronnie Wauneka, Tribe,
Aided By, County Governments, Peabody Coal Co., Transporting, Food, Coal, Livestock Feed, Wood, Phoebe Watchman,
Tribe's Emergency-management Department, State Assistance, Indian Wells Area, Inscription House, Secondary Roads
Impassable

XITucson, Barbara James, Raging River Wash, Colorado River, Grand Canyon, Heavy Rains, Tanque Verde Wash, James Paul
Williams, Tanque River Ranch, October 1983, Fast-moving Water, Trapped, Surge of Water, Succumbed to the Swirling
Waters

XI Water, Managed, Salt River, Mill Avenue Crossing, Old Bridge, Completed 1931, Reinforced Concrete, Anchored in Bedrock,
Riverbank, New Bridge, Scaffolding, Tumbled Into the Water, Dams, Salt River Project, Too Much Water, Held Back, Verde
River and Salt, Creeks and Streams, Saturated Land, Rushed Down, Snow Falls, Rain, Phoenix, All Bridges, Collapsed, Except
Mill Avenue Bridge, Water Beating, Pylons Below

99 January 10, 19931Arizona Braces for More Rain, Flooding - Water IXIMurkYRivers, Phoenix, Evacuated, Arizona, Torrential Rains, Swell Rivers, Reservoirs, Flooding, Flash-flood Watch, Heavy
Releases Cut, but Breather is Short (& Pictures) Rains, National Weather Service, Craig Ellis, Meteorologist, Saturated, Rain, Low Areas, Roads, Washes, Streams, Rivers,

Riverbeds, Mill Avenue Bridge, Construction, Tempe, Garbage, Debris, Landfills, Salt River Bed, Unbridged Crossings, Closed,
35th Avenue, Gilbert Road, Old U.S. 80, Bridge Damage, Gillespie Dam, Arizona 85, Gila River, Washed Out, Damage, New
Bridge, Army Corps of Engineers, John Paulsen, Arizona Division of Emergency Management, Red Cross, Valley, Farming
Area, Winslow, Evacuated, Little Colorado River, Broke 150-foot Section, Dike, Birdsprings Chapter, Northeastern Arizona,
Maricopa County, Mesa, Mobil Home Park, Claudia Schnagl, Red Cross Spokeswoman, Karen Paulsen, Spokeswoman
Division of Emergency Management, Maricopa, Pima, Apache, Coconino, Gila, Graham, Yavapai Counties, State Aid, Flood
Plains, Water Releases, Reservoirs, Flood Control, Crop Irrigation, Rain Clouds, Southern California, Arizona's Mountains, Teri
Morris, Spokeswoman, Salt River Project, Golf Industry, Southwest Helicopters, Tucson, SRP Hydrologists, Huge Faucets
Granite Reef Dam, Melt Snow, Water Downstream, Salt and Verde Rivers, Water Storage, Watershed Flows, lakes, Dams,
Granite Reef Diversion dam, Channels Water, Irrigation Canals, Roosevelt Dam, Undergoing Renovations, Spillway gate,
Dam's Interior Tunnel, Roosevelt lake, SRP Spokesman, Scott Harelson, Runoff, George Blanton, 107th Avenue, Beekeeper,
Lost 120 Hives
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101 I January 10, 19931Lawn Griffiths - Emergency Duty Has a Familiar IXlsalt and Verde Rivers, American Red Cross, Phoenix, Maricopa County Emergency Operations Center, 52nd Street and
Ring - (& Picture) McDowell Road, Strategic Air Command, Omaha, Neb., Phoenix Command Post, Aerial photographs, Maps, Charts, Lists of

Bridges, Street Closures, Water Flow Rates, dams, Palo Verde Nuclear Plant, Computers, Telephones, Two-way Radios,
Scanners, Emergency Manuals, Hotline Numbers, Maricopa County Emergency Management, State Department of
Transportation, Maricopa County Sheriffs Department, County Flood Control District, County Health Department, Central
Arizona Chapter of the Red Cross, Weather, Water Releases, Road Closings, Flooding, Casa Grande, Flagstaff, Nah, 1992
Eruption of Mount Pinatubo, Philippines, Yavapai County, Blue Ridge Dam, Swept Away, ADOT, Salt River Project, SRP,
Reporting Flow

108

114

115

128

36

54

January 10, 19931Rainy Days Not Over Yet (& Pictures)

January 10, 19931Damage Noted as Fresh Storm Targets Valley

January 10, 19931How to Handle Flash Flooding

January 10, 19931Flooding Will Leave 'Cesspools' - Debris from
Landfills Called Health Hazard (& Pictures)

January 11, 19931Flood Insurance Complex, Expensive System
Keeps Valley Above Water (Map)

January 11, 19931Homeowners' Policies Offer Varied Protection
(& Picture)

XI Floodwaters, Salt River, Damage, Second Mill Avenue Bridge, Tempe Officials, Unfinished Bridge, SRP, Large Flows, Verde
and Salt River System, Heavy Rains, Winter Runoff, Swept Away, Bridge's Nine Spans, Construction, Shoring, Scaffolding,
Iron Reinforcing Rods, Water-mauled Structure, Valley Onlookers, James Towle, Chandler, River Running, Wrecked Bridge,
Business, Mill Avenue, Charlie Mitchell, Kelly's Coffee Factory, Mesa, County Club Drive, Riverbed, Raging Water, Tommi
Hargett, Tracy Knudsen, Megan Buechner, Garbage-filled River, Stan Barnes, Arizona, Tempe, Jim Jones, Cities Director of
Public Works, Flood Insurance, Edward Kreamer and Sons, Cover Rebuilding, Rio Salado Project, 100-year Flood Channel,
Highest Rate, River Flowed, Scott Harelson, SRP Spokesman, Levees Banking the River Channel

XI Flood-related Damage, Storm, National Weather Service, Dump, Saturated Ground, Evacuations, Valley, Homes, Flooded,
Second Mill Avenue Bridge, Waters, Span, Water Tore Away Portions, Uncompleted Span, Salt River Project, Reduced Water
Flow, Granite Reef Diversion Dam, Scott Harelson, SRP Spokesman, Dams, Good Condition, SRP, Record Amount,
Watershed, Glendale, Craig Ellis, Weather Service Forecaster, Wet Storm, Tropical Moisture, Flash Flood, Flood Watch,
Western Arizona, Southern California, Running Off, Rainy Weather, EI Nino, Warm, Inshore Current, West Coast, Trade
Winds, More Rain, Unbridge Crossings, McKellips Road, Gilbert Road, Closed, Red Cross, Mesa, Cashion, Claudia Schnagl,
Red Cross Spokeswoman, Mark Trujillo, Central Arizona Shelter, Homeless Shelter, Phoenix, Mesa's Aloha Trailer Park,
Country Club Drive, Police Barriers, Salt River, West Phoenix, Holly Acres, Sgt. Jay Ellison, Maricopa County Sheriffs Office
Spokesman, Winslow, State of Emergency, Large Breaks, Dike, Little Colorado River, Ames Acres, Capt. Larry Baldwin, Acting
Winslow Police Chief, Tucson, Pima County Sheriffs Sgt. Ron Benson, No Structural Damage to Bridges, Rillito River,
Northern Arizona, Sedona Area, Verde Lakes Community, Camp Verde

XIFlood. Plans, Emergency Supply Kit, Electrical, Water, Gas, Report, Broken. Disrupted Utility Lines, Flash Flood Watch, Flash
Flood Warning, Washes, Unbridged Crossings, Rising Creeks, Rivers, Watch or Warning is Cancelled

XI Salt River, Floodwaters, Garbage, Debris, Landfills, Riverbed, Filthy Pools, Stagnant Water, Rotting Material, Hazardous
Bacteria, Valley Environmentalist, Salt River System, Jim Lemmon, Environmental Consultant, Hydrologist, Arizona
Department of Health Services, Cesspools, Decay, Stinks, Old Tires, Septic, Mosquitos, Flies, Vectors, Human Disease, Flood,
Tri-City Landfill, North of Mesa, Waste Material, Bill Mundell, State Representative, End Dumping, Pollution of Aquifer,
Buckeye, John Godic, Spokesman, Arizona Department of Environmental Quality, Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian
Community, Assess Damage, Building Material, Principally Construction Debris, Closed Pockets of Debris, Flushing Out, Mesa,
Tempe, Scottsdale, Cleanup, Federal Government Regulations, Massive Liability, Northern Arizona, Flooding and Runoff,
Sewage Overflow, Flagstaff, Payson, Prescott, Pinewood, Draining, EI Rio Flag, Chlorinated Sewage, Pumphouse Wash, Oak
Creek, Payson and Gisela Areas, Tainted, Drinking-water System, Boil Water, Discharged Into American Gulch, Granite Creek.
Granite Lake, Damage Riparian Areas, Birds, Waterfowl, Catfish, Carp, Turtles, Hunt, Fish, Eat

XI Six Salt River Project Storage Dams, Verde and Salt Rivers, Arizona Canal Diversion Channel, New Waddell Dam, Lake
Pleasant, Agua Fria River, Levees, Channels, Constructed, Accommodate, High Volume of Water, Bridges, Cross, River,
Heavy Flooding

XI Arizona Residents, Property, Damaged, Floods, Insurance Policies, Money Maters, IDS Financial Services, Insurance
Companies, HO-1 Through HO-6, Type of Coverage, Excluded, William Brennan, Editor, Financial Planning Reporter, Ernst and
Young, Menaces, Excluded, Earthquakes, Floods, Termites, Landslides, Wars, Tidal Waves, Nuclear Accidents, Widespread,
Costly, Insurance Prohibitively High, Natural Disaster, Calamity, Flood Insurance, Government Program, Floods, Havoc
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65 I January 11, 19931 Golfer's and 'Snowbirds' Holed Up By Rain, IXIDwaine Hibbs, Rain Clouds, Superstition Mountains, Flood, Valley, Vacationers, Arizona, Mexico, Bob Dallas, Mesa, Bryan and
Floods (& Picture) Tanya Berg, Jeff Lessing, Director, Superstition Springs Gold Course, Rain, Joe Hoffman

75 I January 11, 199311n the Wake of the Storm - Valley Gets Break in IXlchain of Storms, Wrecked Havoc, Arizona, Forecasters, Flooding, Rain, John Underhill, Salt River Project's Emergency
Rain, Flooding - Water Releases Cut Back Operations Center, Record Water Releases, National Weather Service, 1.84 Inches, Sky Harbor International Airport,
Despite State's Drenching (& Picture) McDowell Mountains, 2.48 Inches, 8 Inches Snow, Watershed, Higher Elevations, Heavy Rains, Sunflower Area, SRP, Flow,

Granite Reef Dam, Jeff Lane, SRP Spokesman, Salt River, Floodings, Evacuations, Bridge Closures, Meteorologist Craig Ellis,
Flash Flooding, Piles of Rotting Trash, Debris, River's Edge, Garbage, Tri-City Landfill, North of Mesa, Salt and Verde Rivers,
Gorging, Dry Washes, Valley's Water Storage System, Capacity, Low-lying Areas, Damages, Four Deaths, Federal Aid, Karen
Paulsen, Spokeswoman, State Division of Emergency Management, Low-interest Loans, Roads, Dams, Bridges, Public
Structures, Sen. Dennis DeConcini, Gov. Fife Symington, Flood Emergency, Arizona National Guard, Rescues, Sandbagging,
Flood-control, Maj. Dean LeVay, Flood Warning, Gila River, Coolidge Darn, Swamp Communities Downstream, Phoenix,
Cresting, Spillways, Bureau of Reclamation, Winkleman, Kearney, Hayden, Riverside, Kelvin, Precautions, Holly Acres,
Contamination, Landfills, Broken Sewage Lines, State Department of Health Services, Daniel Roe, Spokesman, Division of
Emergency Management, Tri-City landfill, Breach, Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community, Garbage, Mesa, Scottsdale,
Dumped, John Godec, DEQ Spokesman, Cleaning Up, DEQ Director Ed Fox, Indian Communities, Cities, Water Table,
Hayden Road, Rot, Riverbed

85

125

January 11, 1993lFlood-Control Measures Work 'Fantastically' in
First Major Test

January 11, 19931 Rain Covers Soggy State, More is Due - But
Light Total Lets SRP Cut Flows in Valley (&
Pictures)

XINew Waddell Dam, Arizona Canal Diversion Channel, Channelization, Levees, Flood-control Dams, Automated Rain Monitors,
Reinforces Bridges, Shoveling Mud, Flood-control Officials, City, County, State, Federal Agencies, Channel, Water, Valley,
Storms, Designed, Stanley Smith, Acting Chief Engineer and General Manager County's Flood Control District, Heavy Rain,
Verde River, Salt River, Floods, 1978, 1979, 1980, Improvements, Huge Runoffs, Pockets of Flooding, Torrential Rains,
Summer, Rivers and Washes, Snow, Higher Elevations, Water Routes, Colorado River, Yuma Via Gila River, Gila and Salt,
Scottsdale, Agua Fria River, Salt River Project, Six SRP Dams, Watershed, Roosevelt, Stewart Mountain Dam, Horseshoe,
Bartlett, Release Water, Prescott, Verde Valley, Sedona Areas, Horseshoe Lake, Bartlett Lake, Dan Phillips, Supervisor, Water
Resource Operations SRP, SRP Hydrologists, Riverbed, Widened, Levees Built, Dug Deeper, Sand and Gravel Companies,
Channeled, Improve Flow, Dick Perreault, Chief of Planning, Flood Control District, Flood in 1980, More Bridges Built, Old Ones
Reinforced, Tony de la Cruz, Street Maintenance Superintendent, Phoenix, Reconstructed and Reinforced, 35th Avenue
Bridge, Chuck Morfoot, Spokesman, Federal Bureau of Reclamation, Lake Pleasant, 17-mile Ditch, Arizona Canal for 40th
Street and Camelback to 75th Avenue and Bell Road, Skunk Creek Wash, 32nd Street and 40th Street, Under Construction,
Channel Diverts Water, Urban Washes, Storm Drains, 13-year Old Cave Buttes Dam, New River Dam, Built 1985, Adobe Dam,
Built 1980, Dreamy Draw Dam, Built 1974, Holly Acres, 115th Avenue 7-year Old Levee

XI Arizona, Rain, Salt River Project, Reduce, Water Flows, Valley, Storm, Flooding, Rainfall, Watershed, Central, Eastern Arizona,
Granite Reef Diversion Dam, Salt River, Flooding, 1983, SRP, Schools, Closed, National Weather Service, Gila River, San
Carlos Lake, Florence, Arlington, Phoenix, Hassayampa River, Gillespie Dam, Earthen Structure, Protect Farmland, Debris, Tri
City Landfill, North of Mesa, Environmentalists, Soaking Garbage, Sediment, Pools, Riverbed, Sen. Dennis DeConcini, Flood
Ravaged Area, Arizona National Guard, Wasteland, Heavily Damaged, Landfill, Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community,
Army Corps of Engineers, Protect the Dump, Widespread Flooding, Division of Emergency Management, Winslow, Yavapai,
Coconino, Pima, Gila, Maricopa, Graham, Apache, Greenlee, Gov. Fife Symington, State of Emergency, Federal Aid, Flash
flood Warning, Gila River Communities, Hayden, Kearney, Kelvin, Riverside, Winkleman, Coolidge Dam, Winkelman Flats,
Evacuated, Arlene Mckeeby, Owns Desert Rose Cafe, Cotton Farm, Randy Vanosdell, Inundated, Foot Deep, Homes, Rainbow
Valley, Southeast of Buckeye, Flood Waters, Damaged, Dave Banks, Spokesman for U.S. West, Holly Acres, Winslow, Ames
Acres, Little Colorado River, Navajo Indian Reservation, Bird Springs, Leupp, Indian Wells, Arizona 85, U.S. 80, Buckeye,
Arizona 99, 35th Avenue Bridge
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January 12, 19931For Flooded Winkelman, The Worst id Yet to IXlsoutheast Arizona Mining Town, Winkelman, Under Water, Gila River, The Flats, Overrun with Water, Storms, Flooding, Water-
Come - Gila Rising Rapidly; Releases Set related Chaos, Federal Government, Spillways, Coolidge Dam, Flow, Downstream, Mayor Arnold Ortiz, Water Flowing,
Record (& Map) Sandbagging, Failed, 150 Houses Flooded, Evacuated, Gila County Sheriffs Office, Chief Deputy Charles Barron, Red Cross,

Emergency Shelter, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Built Dike, Less Powerful Flood, Dam, San Carlos Indian Reservation,
Bureau of Indian Affairs, Bureau of Reclamation, Safety Improvements, Interior Department, 1989, Most Dangerous Federal
Dam, BIA Engineer Ken Clouser, Greater Deluge, Storage, Chuck Morfoot, 1983

59

83

95

103

4

January 12, 19931Canyon Grandeur Can't Displace Sight of
Sludge in Salt

January 12, 19931 Dumping Ground of Excuses - No One Wants
Blame for Mess at Landfill (& Picture)

January 12, 19931Emergency Planners Cast Wary Eyes to the
Skies (& Picture)

January 12, 19931New River Floods, Stands 100 - Waters Go
Over Berm, Turn 36th Avenue Into Another
River (& Pictures & Map)

January 13, 19931Gila River Flood Warning Issued as Storm
Moves In

XIGrand Canyon, Salt River, Arizona, Garbage, Toxic Waste, 63 Landfills, Banks, Floods, Collapse, Mill Avenue Bridge,
Rainstorm, Polluted River, Eyesore, Watercourse, Menace, Valley, Drained Salt River, Jagged, Ugly, Dried-out Scar,
Urbanologist Neil Peirce, Sky Harbor International Airport, Rocks and Cement, Colorado River, Cesspools, Phoenix, Pesky
River, Mayor's Task Force, Chunks of Garbage

XI Fights, Flood-damaged, Tri-City Landfill, High Water, Tore, Government Agencies, Environmentalists, Salt River Pima
Maricopa Indian Community, Assign Blame, Landfill, Erode, Salt River, Rotting Garbage, Public Health Risk, 3,000 Truck
Loads, Rains, Steve Brittle, Don't Waste Arizona, Lawsuit, U.S. District Court, Injunction, Closing, Trouble-plagued Landfill,
McDowell Road, Beeline Highway, Mesa, Scottsdale, Tempe, Remove, Portion, River's Flood Plain, Indian Community
Spokeswoman, Janet Johnson, Stabilize 400-acre Landfill, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Joe Dixon, Spokesman for the
Corps, Phoenix, Ed Fox, State Department of Environmental Quality, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Failed, Enforce
Regulations, DEQ Spokesman John Godec, Clean Water Act, Violation, ENSCO Hazardous Waste Incinerator, Southwest of
Phoenix, Rained, Damage, Health Officials, Norm Peterson, State Department of Health Services, Water Flowing Down Salt,
Dilute, Contaminants, Point of Danger, Agricultural Runoff, Jim Lemmon, Environmental Consultant, Arizona Public Health
Association, Garbage Rotting, Septic, Breeding of Flies, Mosquitos, Rodents Contamination of Underground Aquifers,
Garbage, Filth, Clean Up River, Trash, Piled, Riverbed, Hayden Road

XIStorm Front, Hawaii, Maricopa County, State Emergency Planners, Robert Bishop, Director Maricopa County's Department of
Emergency Management, Valley, Storm, San Diego, National Weather Service, Snow Level, Precipitation, Frozen, Not Melt,
Snowpack, Hector Vasquez, Weather Forecaster, Rain, Salt and Verde Rivers, Papago Military Reservation, Sandy Leander,
Spokeswoman, SRP, Salt River Project, Wall Charts, Maps, Bridges, Roads, Dams, Maricopa County Sheriffs Office, Arizona
Division of Emergency Management, New Dams, Bridges, Canals, Diversion Channels, Palo Verde Nuclear Plant, Coolidge
Dam, Gila County, Globe-Miami Area, Salt and Verde River System, Granite Reef Dam, Phoenix, Coconino, Pima, Gila,
Maricopa, Graham, Apache, Greenlee, Yavapai, Declared Flood Emergency, Emergency Services Planners John Stewart,
Mary Riddle, Relief Operations, Unincorporated, Mel Calderon, Carlos Apodaca, Rosendo Calderon, Salvage Scrap Metal,
Receding Salt River, River Bottom

XIJim Downes, New River, Exploding, Dirt Berm, Wall of Floodwater, Stranded 100 Residents, North of Phoenix, Floodwaters,
Scouring Out, New River - "36th Avenue", New River Road, Interstate 17, Huge Boulders, Driveways' Rock Quarries, Corrals,
Vanished, Maricopa County Search and Rescue, Knee-high Water, Salvation Army, Sparky O'Neill, Roaring Water, Wiped Out,
Old Stage Coach Road, Coyote Pass, Maricopa County, Failing, Reinforce Berm, County Construction Workers, Repair Road,
Impassable Mud Bog, Larry Lambertus, Kent Hamme, Maricopa County's Assistant Engineer, Highway Operations, Rain, Break
in Berm, River, Meander, Floodplain, Dick McKeon, Gouged Out 6-foot Strip of Bank, Storm, Arizona, Deserts, Snow,
Mountains

XI National Weather Service, Flood Warning, Gila River, Coolidge Dam, Painted Rock Dam, Pacific Storm, Valley, Winkelman,
Hayden, Kearney, Kelvin, Florence, Gila Indian Reservation, Downstream, Salt and Gila Rivers, Gila Bend, Pinal County
Towns, Flooding, Evacuation, Phoenix, Water, Running, Spillways, Meteorologist Robert Wilt, Flows, Higher than Normal, Mesa
Fire Department, Sandbags, Tom Wright, East Valley, McKellips Road, Mesa Fire Station, Fire Station, Gilbert Public Works
Department, Tempe Fire Station, Reservoir, Pinal County, Pinal County Public Works Department, Flood Updates, Road
Closure Information, Record Amount of Rain, Highest Level, Cave Buttes Dam, Built 1979, Overflowed, Old Cave Creek Dam,
Replaced, Flood Control District of Maricopa County
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January 13, 19931Doug MacEachern - Loss of Bridge Fails to IXIRiver, Chunks, Tempe Bridge, Toppling Down, Surging Floodwaters, Dry Salt River Bed, Collapsing Bridge, TV Reporter Bill

Dampen Spirits (& Picture) Blannon, Onlookers, First Spans, Splashed Down, Chocolate Spew, Demise, Effects of Big-water Rain, Arizona, Flow of Water,
Big Muddy, Valleywide Rio Salado Project, Tempe, Phoenix, Salt River Project, Timber, Grating, Steel Beams, Damage,
Tempe Public Works Director Jim Jones, Bridge-builders Insurance, Kraemer & Sons, Carved Channel, Floodwaters, Salt River
Bed, Churning Water, Channelization, November 1987, Voters Turned Down Proposal, 1990 Tempe Decided to Go Rio Salado,
Raging Waters, Rio Salado Channel, Ushers Along Concrete-reinforced Banks

48

57

77

129

5

17

January 14, 19931Flood Control System Worked (& Picture)

January 14, 19931DPE Sinks Tanks Headed for Bridge - 1-10
Traffic at Gila River Crossing Backs Up 3 Miles
During Wait (& Map & Picture)

January 14, 19931Under Water in Winkelman - Symington Vows
State Help, But Residents Doubt It Will Be
Enough (& Pictures)

January 14, 19931Gila County Scrambles for Disaster Plan
Everyone Ready for Dam failure, Not Flood
Crisis (& Pictures)

January 15, 19931Flooding's Toll on Environment May Cost
Millions

January 15, 19931 Powerful Force (Picture)

XI Rainstorm, Valley, 1978, 1979, 1980, Devastation, Storm, Destruction, Mill Avenue Bridge, Salt River, Freeway Bridge, Closed,
River Crossings, Submerged, Torrents of Water, Central Avenue, Irrigation Canals, Overflowed, Lakes, Phoenix, Holly Acres,
New River, Flooded Out, Tri-City Landfill Eroded, Garbage, Swollen Muddy Salt River, Arizona, Winkelman, Duncan, Tucson,
High Water, Damage, Traffic, Unimpeded, Seventh Street, Seventh Avenue, 32nd Street, Country Club, New Waddell Dam,
Plan IV, Water Storage, Flood-control, Cost-sharing Project, Rains, Lake Pleasant, Agua Fria River, Three Maricopa County
Flood Control District Dams, New River Dam, Cave Buttes Dam, Adobe Dam, Arizona Canal Diversion Channel, Sand Bag,
Insurance Claims, Rain and Runoff, Diverted, ACDC, Concrete Ditch, Cave Creek and Cactus, From Overflowing, Indian Bend
Wash, Scottsdale, Verde, Bartlett and Horseshoe Dams, Federal Dam Safety Legislation, New Spillway, Stewart Mountain
Dam, SRP Control, Bridges, Dams, Channelization's, Rain Monitoring Equipment, Stanley Smith, Acting Chief Engineer
Maricopa County Flood Control District, Salt River Valley, Sonoran Desert, Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, Lowered,
County Flood Control Tax, Storm Water, Channelization of Salt, McClintock Road, Tempe, Improved Cave Creek Channel, Bell
Road to Beardsley Road, Phoenix, 32nd Street and Salt River

XI Flooding, Arizona, State Police, Blew Up, Two Huge Tanks, Floating, Toward a Bridge, Gila River, Sgt. Rick Knoght,
Department of Public Safety, Interstate 10 Bridge, Bapchule, Army National Guard, Rescue if Seized by Swift Current, No
Longer Threaten Bridge, Floating Down River, Debris, DPS, State Departments of Transportation and Environmental Quality,
National Guard, Phoenix Fire Department, Dan Powell, ADOT District Engineer, Water Flows, 1983 Washed Out Approaches,
Bridge, Reinforced

XIGov. Fife Symington, Flooded Area, Evacuated, Guillermo Chavez, The Flats, No Flood Insurance, Winkelman, Water Covered
Rooftops, Low-laying Section, National Guard Helicopter, Flood, Funds, State Commerce Department, Federal Emergency
Assistance, Red Cross, Jerry Bracamonte, Homes Damaged by Water, Bob Lorna, Bonnie Mariscal, Swamped by Water
Releases, Coolidge Dam, Upstream, Gila River, San Pedro River

XI Coolidge Dam, Emergency Planners, Flooding, Gila River, Gila County, Carmen Corso, Director, Emergency Services for Gila
County, Maricopa County, Detailed Engineering Analysis. Dams, Computer Model of Gila River, Help Tremendously, Highest
Flows, 1983, Collapse, Most Dangerous Federal Dam, Built, 63 Years Ago, 1989 Interior Department Report, Chuck Morfoot,
Spokesman, Bureau of Reclamation, Gov. Fife Symington, Winkelman, Flooded by Increase Water Flows, National Guard, The
Flats, Water, Tops of Houses, Gila County Sheriff's Deputy George Brunson, Floods, Flood Insurance, Ernie Lorona,
Evacuated, Kearney, Mayor Ken Huish, Red Cross, Emergency Shelter, Brad Gair, Director, Pinal County Flood Control
District, Florence, Gila River Indian Community, Urban Giff, Community Manager for Indian Community, State of Emergency,
Storm, Water Releases, rainfall, Environmental Concerns, Flooded Part of Copper Leaching Operation, ASARCO Ray
Complex, Mineral Creek, Gila Tributary, Kevin Morano, General Manager, Concrete Leaching Pit, Pauline Valdez

XI Environmental Aftermath, Flooding, Cost Millions, Brunt of Costs, Ed Fox, Arizona Department of Environmental Quality, Trash
Being Washed, Salt River, Tri-City Landfill, Cleanup Problems, House Environmental Committee, Situation, Winkelman, Gila
River Flooding, Evacuation, Community, Environmental Mess, Predicted a Washout, Cities Using Dump, Failed to React,
Warning, Rep. Richard Kyle, Rep Sue Grace, Bar, Arizona Communities, Landfill, Federal Standards, Salt River Pima-Maricopa
Indian Community

XISpiliways, Coolidge Dam, Water, Swollen Gila River, Flood Threat, Winkelman, Area, Under Water, Evacuated, Riverside
Community, 63-year Old Dam, Gila River Canyon, Phoenix, Mining Region
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31 January 15, 1993 Residents of Flooded Area Want Government X Winkelman, Flooded Out, Homes, Mining Town, The Flats, 1DO-year Floods, Sen. Peter Rios, Underwater, 350 People

to Purchase Homes Homeless, Flooding, Gila River, Water, Rooftop, Downstream, Natural Gas Line, Florence, Washed Out, State Department of
Corrections, Michael Arra, Phoenix, Tucson, Globe, Southwest Gas Officials, Releases, Overflow, Coolidge Dam, Arizona,
National Weather Service, Showers, Oregon, Hail, Stream Flooding, New Mexico Line, Painted Rock Dam, Gila Bend, 850
Homes Statewide, Damaged, Red Cross, Gov. Fife Symington, Flood Emergency, Contingency Funds, Hayden, Air National
Guard, U.S. Rep. Karan English, President Declare a Disaster, Federal Money, Loans, Assistance, 1983, Small Business
Administration, Winkelman Flats

32 January 15, 1993 Coolidge Dam Still Up - 'It is Not Going to Fail' X 65-year Old Coolidge Dam, Record Flows, Spillways, Dangerous Dams, Operators, Unconcerned, Federal Funding,
BIA Safety Coordinator Says (& Pictures) Reconstruction, Ken Clouser, Dam-safety Coordinator, Federal Bureau of Indian Affairs, Bureau of Reclamation, Imminent

Hazard, Failure, Winkelman Flats, Evacuated

45 January 15, 1993 Coolidge Dam Still Holding (Pictures) X Coolidge Dam, Jimmy Kniffin, Record Flows, Dam, Five Most Dangerous, Cracks, BIA Official Jerry Hearty, Concerns

46 January 15, 1993 Salt's Banks to be 'Armored' at Landfill X Tri-City Landfill, Flood-swollen Salt River, Trash Downstream, Ed Fox, Director, State Department of Environrnental Quality,
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community, Landfill, Scottsdale, Mesa, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Protecting Federal
Rivers, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Emergency Dike, Interim Armoring, Riverbanks, Permanent Hardening Mid-
1994, Flows, Valley, Federal Clean Water Act, Salt River Project Dams, Eroded, Landfill, Phoenix, Fill 3,500 Garbage Trucks

44 January 16, 1993 Dry and Dry Again: Rain-Related Woes Need X Rainstorms, Leaks, Dave Swartz, Operations Manager and Inspector, Semmens and Associates, Phoenix, Landscaping, Water
Attention Drains Away from House, Foundation Settles, Cracks, Plant Damage, Drowning, Rot, Good Drainage, Funguses, Mary Irish,

Horticulturist, Desert Botanical Garden, Steve Carter, Boyce Thompson Southwestern Arboretum, Too Much Water, Too
Heavy, Topple Over, Swimming Pools, Chemistry, Debris, Dirt, Greg Garrett, Shasta Industries, Green Algae, Overflow, Back-
flush, Dig Trenches, Drain Standing Water

53 January 16, 1993 Federal Flood Aid Sought by Governor - X Statewide, Flood Damage, Gov. Fife Symington, President Bush, Declare, Arizona, Flood-disaster Area, Flood Relief Funds,
Damage at $25 Million, More Rain is Forecast Repair Damages, Release, State Funds, Rainy, Flooding, National Weather Service, Flood-related, Scottsdale City Manager

Dick Bowers, Discontinue, Tri-City Landfill, Mesa, State Emergency, Dan Roe, Red Cross, Flood Warning, Winkelman,
Hayden, Kearney, Kelvin, Florence, Gila River, Phoenix, Low Water Flows, Coolidge Dam, John Egan, Salt River Project,
Granite Reef Diversion Dam, Mesa, Financial-damage Assessments, Maricopa, Pima, Gila, Yavapai, Navajo, Graham,
Coconino, Apache, Greenlee, Pinal, Heavy Water Releases, Washed, Garbage, Landfill, Downstream, 3,00 Garbage Trucks,
Valley Wide Cleanup, Debris, River's Banks, Erosion, Scottsdale, Maricopa County's Cave Creek Landfill, Arizona Public
Service Co., KTVK-TV, Joint Flood-relief Effort, APS, Flood-torn Area, Blue Cross and Blue Shield, Winslow, Oak Creek, Cave
Creek, New River, Wickenburg, Holly Acres, The Flats in Winkelman, Tanque Verde Area, Tucson, Marana, Duncan, Punkin
Center, Gisela, Mammoth, Douglas, Clifton

61 January 16, 1993 When Deluge Ends, Repairs, Grieving Start X Rivers, Flooded House, Santa Cruz River, 100-year Rainstorm, October 1983, Rillito, Flood Plain, Tucson, Flood Victims,
Grieving Stages, No Flood Insurance, Dig Through Sand, Pushed Out All the Mud, Sand Dunes Away, Leveled Yard, Furniture
Discarded

68 January 16, 1993 Uneasy Clients Could Doom Tribal Landfill - X Salt River, Awash, Garbage, Tri-City Landfill, Scottsdale, Stop, Ripped Open, Floodwaters, City Manager Dick Bowers,
Scottsdale Stops Hauling; Mesa Ponders Move Cleaning Up, Dumping, Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community, Mesa, Mesa Mayor Willie Wong, Betsy Westall, Manager,

Solid Waste, State Department of Environmental Quality, Federal Protection Agency, Substandard Landfills, Closed, Revised
Environmental Standards, Maricopa County's Cave Creek Landfill, Shoring UP Eroded Areas, Mark O'Conner, Mesa's
Recycling and Special Projects Coordinator, Alternatives to Dumping, Washout, Legislature, Federal Law, Bruce Crandall,
Mesa Public Works Manager, Rep. Sue Grace, DEQ, 15 Years of Warning Issued, Landfill Improperly Built, Susceptible to
Major Floods, Legal Dumping, Hazardous Waste, 1970s, Garbage Floating Down River, Federal Rules, Tribal Leaders
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94 I January 16, 19931 High Anxiety Forecast - Flooding May Worsen; IXI Heavy Rain, Substantial Flooding, Salt River, Valley, Salt River Project Hydrologists, Central Mountains, Roosevelt Lake,
Roosevelt Dam Construction Imperiled (& Temporary Dam Protecting, Roosevelt Dam's Spillways, Construction, 80-year-old Dam, Heavily Damaged, Danger, SRP, John
Picture) Keane, Executive Water Policy Analyst, National Weather Service, Flash Flood Warning, Meteorologist Bob Survick, Heavy

Runoff, Release, Reservoirs, SRP Spokeswoman Sandy Leander, Bridges, Tri-City Landfill, Dry Riverbed, Salt and Verde
Rivers, Phoenix, Elevate Dam, 77 Feet, Improve Storage Capacity, Rainfall Forecast, Top, Coffer Dam, Exposed Irrigation
Pipe, Damaged, Breached, Relief, Flood Victims, State, Arizona Emergency Council, Governors Emergency Fund, Gov. Fife
Symington, Fund, President Bush, Declare Arizona Federal Disaster Area, William Lockwood, Director, State Division,
Emergency Management, Federal Funds, Sen. Dennis DeConcini, Winkelman Flats Area, Build Levee, Protect, People,
Winkelman Vice Mayor Gilberto Ruiz, Low-lying Areas, Federal Relocation, Flooding Along Gila, San Pedro, Santa Cruz,
Southeastern Arizona, Evacuations, Kearney, Kelvin, Gila River Reservation, Gila River Communities, Coolidge Dam

100

62

63

64

January 16, 19931Salvage from the Storm - Act Swiftly to Reduce,
Replace Flood Losses (& Pictures)

January 17, 19931 Record-Breaking Rain to Douse Valley

January 17, 19931Scottsdale Temporarily Switched Landfills

January 17, 19931Spectator - Stupidity Storm Warnings

XI Home, Flooded, Water, Mud, Soggy Garbage, Salvaged, Personal Safety, Documenting Losses, Insurance Reimbursement,
Eligible Federal or State Grants of Loans, National Flood Insurance Program, Turn Off gas Lines, Turn Off Main Power,
Electrician Check System, Throw Out Food, Boil Water, Disinfection, Take Pictures, Diana Herrera, Western Regional
manager, Small Business Administration, Arizona, National Disaster Area, House Structure, Dave Swartz, Operations Manager
and Inspector, Semmens and Associates, Cracks, Foundation, Flooring, Don LaBarge, Owner, Desert Chem-Dry, Furniture,
Norm Barth, Owner, Custom Wood Finishing, Scottsdale, Gloria Molina, Manager, Mesa Mattress, Ed Smith, Owner, Service
Master, Vehicles, Comprehensive Auto Insurance, Flood Damage, Covered, State Farm Insurance Representative, Lou Grubb,
Grubb Chevrolet, Wayne Osbarger, Ultimate Deal, Swimming Pools, dale Howard, B & L Pool Repair and Supply, Torrential
Rains, Appliances, Inspect, Clothing, Fabrics, Mary Avila, Owner, Downtown Laundry and Drycleaning. Inc., Photographs,
Evelyn Grant, Grants Photographic Restoration, Tempe, Winkelman Flats, Gila River, Cecilia Perez, Becky Garcia, Arthur

Monterde

XIWet Weather, Valley, Record Established, 1920s, Most Consecutive Days with a Trace or More of Rain, Broken, 12th Straight
Day, 10 Days in 1921,Tied in 1926, National Weather Service, Meteorologist Bob Berkowitz, Bad Storm, Moisture, Subtropical
Jet Streams, Strong Cold-air System, Lower the Snow Level, Flash Flood Watch, Central, Western Arizona, Flood Warning,
Gila River, San Carlos Dam, Painted Rock Dam, Danger, Flooding, Higher Ground, Soil, Saturated, Heavy Runoffs, Northern
Arizona, Flood Threat, Releases, Roosevelt Dam, Southeast of Phoenix, 80-year Old Dam, One Operating Spillway,
Construction, Blocked Spillway, Improve Capacity, Granite Reef Diversion Dam, Salt River, Substantial Damage, Bridge, Under
Construction, Downtown Tempe, Washed Garbage, Tri-City Landfill, Central Arizona Chapter, American Red Cross, Arizona
State, Globe, Tucson, Claudia Schnagel

XI Scottsdale, Maricopa County's Landfill, Tri-City Landfill, Scottsdale City Manager Dick Bowers, Temporary, Eroding, Sending
Trash, Rushing Salt River, Cities, Dumping, Cleaning Up, Mesa, Tempe, Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community Land,
Mesa Mayo Willie Wong, Negative Publicity, 19th Avenue Landfill, Gov. Fife Symington, Federal Aid, Landfill Problem, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, Arizona Emergency Services, Federal Emergency Management Agency, Department of
Environmental Quality, Protect Landfill, Further Erosion, Tribal President Ivan Makil

XIRain, Wash Crossers, Warnings, Issued, Barricades, Rescues, Risking Lives, Save People, Yuma, Tri-City Landfill, Garbage
Dump, Adjacent to River, Excuses, Salt River, Percolates Into Fetid Soup, Groundwater, Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian
Community, Scottsdale, Mesa, Arizona Department of Environmental Quality, Permits, Army Corps of Engineers, Gov.
Symington, Sen. John McCain, Den. Dennis DeConcini, Upstream Dams, Arizona Congressional Delegation, Liquid Landfill,

Dangerous, Disgusting, Eyesore, Clean-up

Page 12



O· ',I,'

104

124

86

105

< .< : . Yea'r~: I'Titleof Newspaper ArticLe

January 17, 19931Release Was Unavoidable, Officials Say - SRP
Unwilling to Risk Valley's Water Supply (&
Graphs)

January 17, 19931Run River, Run - When the Water Starts
Flowing in Arizona, You'd Better Believe it is
Water with and Attitude (& Picture)

January 18, 19931Strained Dams Threaten Record Water
Releases

January 18, 1993113 Scottsdale Homes Look 'Like a Bomb
Dropped' After Tornado (& Pictures & Map)

~1~ey'Wotds ~; .....
XI Salt River Project Managers, Open Spillways, Dams, Torrent, Phoenix, Releasing Water, SRP Spokesman John Egan,

Hydrologist, Engineers, Two Storm Fronts, Collide, Arizona, Valley's Water-delivery System, Tempe, Flows, Salt, Steel Girders,
Second Mill Avenue Bridge, Scaffolding, Newly Poured Arches, Tempe Deputy City Manager Gary Brown Storm, Bridge
Collapsed, Upstream, River, Garbage, Tri-City Landfill, Mesa, National Weather Service, Rainfall, Slope the Releases, Bridge
and Landfill, Valley Water Supply Cut Short, SRP's Emergency Operation Center, Verde and Salt Rivers, Flotation Monitors,
Transmitting Radio Signals, Mountaintop Receiver, Hit Historic High, Verde System, Hydrologist Charlie Ester, None of Dams,
Threatened, Water Level, Roosevelt Lake, Roosevelt Dam, SRP Spokeswoman Teri Morris

XI Arizona's Rivers and Washes, Rainstorms, Dry Washes, Low Dusty Beds, Runoff, Rillito River, Tucson, Snowmelt, Rain Water,
Colorado, Waves, Bank, Damage, Sinkhole, Flooded, Storm, Swan Bridge, Bridge Support, Oak Creek, Washed Out, Los
Abrigados Resort, Sedona, Wooden Footbridge, Debris, Creek, Little Colorado, Bushman Acres, Winslow, Salt River, Gilbert
Road

XIVailey Emergency Crews, Record Water Release, Reservoirs, Valley, Salt River Project, Water Flows, Low-lying Areas, Flood
Danger, Salt River Project Watershed, Granite Reef Diversion Dam, Phoenix, 1980, Killed Four People, SRP, Bridges, Mill
Avenue Bridge, Damaged, Flows, Tempe Officials, Spokeswoman Nachi Marquez, Incoming Storm, Salt River Project System,
Darrell Johnson, SRP Manager of Water Resources, Granite Reef, Roosevelt Lake, Water, Threatened to Spill Over,
Cofferdam, Built, Improve Roosevelt Dam, Overtopping, Increase lake Releases, Arizona, National Weather Service
Meteorologist David Carpenter, High Pressure, Flood and Flash Flood Warning, Storm, phoenix Sky Harbor International
Airport, Snow Level, Sandbags, Sand, Maricopa County Department of Transportation, Flood Control District, Warren Leek,
Maricopa County Department of Emergency Management, Mary Ulch, Spokesperson, Central Arizona Chapter, American Red
Cross, Assist Flood Victims, Holly Acres, Cashion, 115th Avenue, Additional Floods, Rain Continues, Woman, Swept Away,
Gila, Highway 587, Sacaton, Department of Public Safety, Gila River Indian Community Emergency Operations Center, State
Department of Transportation, Barricades, Highway, Interstate 10, Closed, Tri-City Landfill, Mill Avenue Bridge, Downstream
Flooding, Old Mill Avenue Bridge, East Valley, Phoenix, Widespread Downstream Flooding, Sun Devil Stadium

XIVailey Skies, Twisted Weather, Tornado, Damaged 13 Homes, Scottsdale, Falcon Field Officials, Second Funnel, Chandler,
64th Street, Cholla, 1972 Tornado, Same Area, Rural/Metro Fire Officials, Shea Boulevard, Matt Phillips, Rural/Metro Fire
Department, Jen Jacques, 7800 Block of Desert Cove, Bill Jacques, Joan Spain, 50 Million Dust Devils, Bill Norred, Debris,
Capt. Tim Cooper, Rural/Metro Firefighter, Strange Clouds, Real Black, Solid White in Them, Stacy Aguirre, Big Pop, Roar,
Horrible Noise, Mary Ulch, Spokesperson, American Red Cross, Dee Holcomb, Dan Wilkens, Tree, Knocked Down

35 January 19, 19931Teen Girl Pulled from Raging Waters - Firemen IXITeen-ager, Barricade, Rain-swollen Retention Basin, North Phoenix Park, Firefighters, Heather Bartholomew, Cave Creek
Risk Swim Without Rescue Gear at N. Phoenix Park, Capt. Peter Lynch, Gary Lawrence, Mike Balesco, Capt. John Mure, Flooded Sidewalk, Water, Rushing, 8-foot
Park Embankment, Battalion Chief AI Sipes, Cave Creek Wash, 25th Avenue, Cactus Road
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January 19, 19931Flood Fears Ease - Break in Storm Cuts water IXIHeavy Snow, Northern and Central Mountains, Rain Showers, Heavy Flooding, Salt River, Valley, Bob Berkovitz, National

Releases (& Pictures) Weather Service, Low Pressure System, Heavy Rains, Rain-swollen Gila River, Salt River Project, Granite Reef Diversion
Dam, Phoenix, SRP Spokesman John Egan, Mountain Rainfall, Storm, Salt and Verde Rivers, 1980, Wash Out, Bridges,
National Weather Service, Reservoir System, Stanley Smith, Director, Maricopa County Flood Control District, State
Department of Public Safety, Flagstaff, Mogollon Rim, DPS Officer Ann Stuckey, Route 260, Restricted, Payson, Heber, Rock
Slides, Arizonans, Wettest January on Record, Funnel Clouds, Sgt. Kevin Lewis, Gila River Indian Reservation, Gila River,
River Crossing, Downstream Debris, Swept Into Water, Bureau of Indian Affairs Spokesman Larry Rummel, Current, Prevented
Divers, Pinal County Sheriff Office, Retrieving Woman, Presumed Dead, Gila, State Route 587, Diane Eckert, Breached
Bridge, Gila River Flows, Ungated Spillways, Coolidge Dam, Bureau of Reclamation, Flood Workers, Heavy Releases, High
Flows, San Pedro River, Winkelman, Kearney, Florence, Gila River Reservation, Monitoring, Washes, Teresa Rettenbush,
Assistant Manager, Pinal County, Maricopa County, Flood-control Workers, Santa Cruz River, Southern Arizona, 100th
Avenue, Protects, Flood-prone Holly Acres, Server Flooding, Laveen, Clogged Drainage Ditch, Baseline Road, 59th Avenue,
Red Cross, Ron Schlosser, Pea-sized Hail, Phoenix Area, Tornado, King's Ranch, Apache Junction, Highway 60, Patagonia,
Evacuated, Broken Sewer Line, Nogales, San Francisco River, Clifton, Chuo Chu, Papago Indian Reservation, Mike Englund,
Sandbags, 129th and Southern Avenue, Irrigation Ditches, Charles Clark, Mitchell and Carl Adams, Lt. Jim Mann, Flood
watchers, 115th and Southern Avenue

14

15

23

39

96

January 20, 19931 Fears About Dam Spur Water Release

January 20, 19931 Mesa Still Hauling City's Garbage to Flooded
Dump

January 20, 1993linterstate 8 Lanes Closed (Picture)

January 20, 19931Gas Line Explodes Under Gila River (& Map)

January 20, 19931Arizona to Get Financial Help, Break From Rain
- Flood Victims are Eligible to Receive Federal
Funds (& Picture)

XILake Pleasant, Double, Size, Rains, Lake's Untested Dam, Release Water, Agua Fria River, Runoff, Storms, Chuck Morfoot,
Bureau of Reclamation, New Waddell Dam, Safety, Waddell Dam, Built, 1927, Irrigation District, New Dam, Storage Facility,
Central Arizona Project, CAP Canal, Pumps Water, Central Arizona, Colorado River, Robert Herring, Maricopa County Parks
and Recreation Department, Closure, Crossings, Northern Avenue, Rose Garden Lane

XI Ignoring, Court Order, Dumping, Flooded Tri-City Landfill, River's Edge, Washing Away, Mayor Willie Wong, Scottsdale Mayor
Herb Drinkwater, City Council, Public Works Director Bruce Crandall, Salt River Indian Reservation, Mesa, Heavy Water Flows,
Salt River, Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community, No Toxic Wastes, Health Hazards, Don't Waste Arizona, Southwest
Environmental Group, U.S. District Judge Earl Carroll, Temporary Restraining Order, Tempe, Mesa City Manager C.K. Luster,
Queen Creek Landfill, Tempe Public Works Director Jim Jones, Waste Management Private Landfill

Xl Arizona Department of Public Safety, Chris Drumond, Santa Cruz River, Interstate 8, Eastbound, Closed, Highway 84,
Thornton Road, Water, Flowing, Over Freeway

XINatural Gas Line, Gila River, Exploded, Buckeye, Sky Harbor International Airport, Interstate 10, West Valley, Norma Dunn, EI
Paso Natural Gas Spokeswoman, River Flow, Damaged Gas Line, Gillespie Dam, Norm Cooper, Assistant Chief of Buckeye
Fire Department, Static Electricity, High-voltage Power Lines, Floods, Gila River Currents, Broke High-pressure Gas Line,
Massive Fireball, Thomas Somics, Buckeye Rural Fire Department, Willie Atkinson, Buckeye Police Dispatcher

XI Danger, Valley Flooding, Swollen Rivers, President Bush, Arizona, Disaster Area, Federal Financial Aid, Federal Emergency
Management Agency, Disaster Field Offices, Stanley Smith, Director, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Valley, Salt
River, Damage, Communities of Stanfield and Maricopa, Swollen Santa Cruz, Chuichu, Casa Grande, Tucson, Gila River,
Flood-control Workers, Flows, Gila and Salt Rivers, Holly Acres, Maricopa County, Monitoring, Levee, Salt River Project,
Releases, Coolidge Dam, Ray Pettigrew, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Dan Galvin, State Department of Transportation, Bridge,
Flood Waters, Wash Away, Approaches, Pinal County Sheriff's Office Body of Woman, State Route 587, Christine Eckhart,
Alex Carrillo, James Skipperjosh, Rescued, Body of Sgt. Kevin Lewis, Gila River Indian Reservation, Wesley Hall, Glendale,
Tonto Creek, Roosevelt Lake, Sgt. John Holmes, Gila County Sheriffs Office, Creek, Flowing, Winkelman, Surge, Low-lying
Areas, The Flats, Mayor Arnold Ortiz, Floods of 1983, High Water, Strong Low Pressure System Over Pacific Northwest, Craig
Ellis, National Weather Service Meteorologist, Record 14-day Run of Rain, Sky Harbor Airport, Old Record 1897, Wettest
Winter Month, 5.22 Inches, Old Mark, 4.82 Set in March 1941, Wettest Month in Phoenix History, July 1911, 6.47 Inches, Lani
Anderson, Sandbags
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109 January 20, 1993 Santa Cruz River Breaks into CAP Canal - X Santa Cruz River, Broken Into, Central Arizona Project Canal, ChuiChu, Pouring Flood Water, Into System, Brian Betcher,

Portion of 1-8 Detoured to 84 District Engineer, Maricopa-Stanfield Irrigation and Drainage District, Santa Cruz Canal, Flooding, Thornton Road, Canals,
Spilling Into Washes, Spillways, Laterals, Vekol Wash, Over Banks, Santa Cruz Wash, Greene's Wash, Interstate 8, Bianco
Farm, Damage, Breech, Dumping Uncontrolled Water, Santa Rosa Wash, Department of Public Safety, 1-8, State Route 84,
Maricopa Schools Closed, Red Cross Evacuation Center, Pinal County Officials, Red Rock, Picacho, Eloy, Casa Grande West,
Desert Carmel, Gila River Indian Community, Central Arizona Irrigation and Drainage District, Broken, Walt Schnoor, Largest
Breech, Sunland Gin Road, Pretzer Road, Ed McGovock, U.S. Geological Survey, Tucson, Marana, U.S.G.S., Pinal County,
Gila River Basin, Teresa Retterbush, Acting County Manager, Public Works, Coolidge Dam, Aravaipa, San Pedro Rivers,
Flowing, Gila River, Department of Interior, Dam, Danger, Maricopa, Stanfield, Low-lying Area, Sandbags, Arizona City Fire
Station, Roads, Bridges

11O January 20, 1993 Bush Declares Flood Disaster - Missing Woman X 14 Consecutive Days of Rain, President Bush, Declared Arizona Federal Disaster Area, Aid, Flood Victims, Arizona Gov. Fife
Found in Gila; BIA Policeman Unaccounted For Symington, Federal Flood Relief, Federal Emergency Management Agency, Low-interest Loans, Temporary Housing, Repair

Roads, Bridges, Structures, Damaged by Floods, Public Facilities, Indian Property, Flows, Dam, Swamped, Winkelman,
Flooded, Up to Rooftops, The Flats, Homeless, Spillways, Coolidge Dam, Bureau of Indian Affairs, 62-year Old Dam, Natural
Gas Pipeline, Exploded, Gila River, Gillespie Dam, Arlington, Maricopa County Sheriff's Department Spokesman Jay Ellison, EI
Paso Natural Gas Pipeline, Underwater, Leaking Gas, Bubbling Up, Burning on Top of Water, Explosion, Granite Reef
Diversion Dam, Phoenix, Salt River Project, SRP, Releases, Bridges, Death Toll, Two, 39-year Old Woman, Overflowing Gila
River, Sacaton, Diane Eckert, Chandler, U.S. Highway 587, Prescott Man, Sleet-covered Highway 93, Kingman, BIA
Policeman, Disappeared, Gila River Indian Reservation, Arizona, Rainfall Totaled 5.22 Inches, Previous Record 3.67, 1897

116 January 20, 1993 Pinal County Deluge After Record Rainfall X Flooding, High Water, Property Damage, Road Closures, Pinal County, Winkelman, Winkelman Flats, Heavy Flooding, Gila
(Pictures) River, Homeless, Damage, Floodwaters, Casa Grande Valley, Trekell Road, Kortsen Road, Santa Cruz Wash, Anthony

Macias, Leroy Angel, Cottonwood Lane, Morrison Avenue, Bridge, Kelvin Highway, Riverside, Bonnie Mariscal, Kearney,
Threatened, New Airport, Under Water, Runway, Washed Away

118 January 22, 1993 Gila, Santa Cruz Rivers Recede - Highways are X Floodwaters, Torrential Rain, Ravaged Stretches, Gila and Santa Cruz Rivers, Maricopa County, Riverbeds, Fifth Apparent
Open; 5th Drowning Likely (& Picture & Map) Drowning Victim, Grand Canyon, Rockslide, Rain, Erosion, Phantom Ranch Lodge, Bottom, Closed, Natural-gas Explosion,

Flames, South of Buckeye, First Explosion, EI Paso Natural Gas, Gila, Ruptured the Line, Phoenix, Hector Chivera, Rock
Springs, Agua Fria River, Cross on Horseback, Black Canyon City, Maricopa County Sheriff's Sgt, Jay Ellison, Gila River, 67th
Avenue, Dennis D. Petinjak, Gila County, Wesley Hall, Glendale, Tonto Creek, Sgt. John Holmes, Gila River Indian
Reservation, Police Sgt. Kevin Lewis, Disappeared, Gila River, Skousen Road Bridge, North of Sacaton, Diane Eckert,
Chandler, Indian Route 587, Cochise County, Federal Disaster, The-President Bush, Mohave, LaPaz, Yuma Counties, Arizona,
Colorado River, Painted Rock Reservoir, Gila Bend, Salt, Verde, Gila, Santa Cruz, Agua Fria Rivers, San Carlos Apache
Reservation, Native American Groups, Federal-disaster Declaration, Navajo, Hopi Tribes, Karan Paulsen, Spokeswoman,
Arizona Division of Emergency Management, Interstate 8, Casa Grande, Santa Cruz River, Interstate 10, 1-10

119 January 22,1993 587 Homes Lost, Damaged by Floods X Federal Authorities, Disaster Relief, American Red Cross, 587 Homes, Damaged, Destroyed, Floods, Arizona, Gila County,
Winkelman, Winkelman Flats, Coconino, Greenlee, Maricopa, Navajo, Pima, Pinal, Yavapai Counties, Arizona Public Service
Co., KTVK-TV, Verdugo Hall, APS, Winkelman, Kearney, Riverside, Kelvin, Hayden, Dudleyville, Donations, Smith's Flood and
Drug Centers, Globe, Camp Verde, Leupp, Winslow
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January 24, 19931Rains, Floods a Mess for Recreation Industry -lxIFinancial, Phoenix International Raceway, Buddy Jobe, Federal Disaster Money, Arizona, Sports-related Business, Rains,
Events Canceled, Revenues Cut by Poor Flooding, Swollen Gila River, Shut Down, Road to the Track, Re-advertising Costs, 115th Avenue and Baseline Road, Pat
Weather Patterson, Manzanita Speedway, Postponements, Gary Witzel, Encanto Gold Course, Phoenix, Wet, Sloppy, Papago Golf

Course, Tournament Players Club, Scottsdale, Phoenix Open, Rick Renick, Sunrise Park Resort, White Mountains, Tom
Marsing, Operations Manager, Phoenix, Tucson, Flagstaffs Arizona Snow Bowl, General Manager JR. Murphy, Snowfall,
Mount Lemmon Ski Valley, Rain, Washed Away, Entrance, Access Road, Heavy Snowfall, Kelly Oby, Turf Paradise President
Bob Walker, Phoenix Greyhound Park, General Manager Dan Luciano, Rain and Floods, Hurt Fishing, Bill Silvey, Fisheries
Management, Arizona Game and Fish Department, Waters, Turbid, Cold, Phoenix Mountain Preserve, Randy Singh, Manager,
Phoenix Parks Department, Erosion Problems, Echo Canyon Trail, Camelback Mountain, Papago Trails, Darion Gilbert,
Manager South Mountain Park

81

82

102

January 24, 19931Past Lessons Failed to Avert Deaths, Damage

January 24, 19931Controversy Again Left by State Floods
(Pictures)

January 24, 19931Firms, Workers, Count Losses, Return to Jobs

XI Arizona, Floods, Damaged, 600 Homes, Four Deaths, Higher 1983, 1980, Three Times, Deaths, Salt River, Most Water
Recoded History, Flood-control Measures, Large Dams, Built, Salt River Project, Rainfall, Orme, Confluence, Salt and Verde
Rivers, Northeast Mesa, Cliff Dam, Between Bartlett, Horseshoe Dams, Sen. John McCain, Gov. Fife Symington, Phoenix,
Reduced, Flows, Valley, Former Gov. Jack Williams, Environmentalists, Federal Bureau of Reclamation, Inundated, Nesting
Sites of Bald Eagles, Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community, Tri-City Landfill, Most Damage, Protect, Valley's Bridges,
Tempe, Arizona's Congressional Delegation, Gail Peters, State Directors of American Rivers, Downstream, Old River
Channels, Cut Deep, Desert, Rivers Shallow and Broad, Healthy Channel, Flood Plains, Don Gohmert, Conservationist,
Developers, Sell, Property, U.S. Department of Agriculture's Soil Conservation Service, Smaller Levees, Runoff, Ground,
Recharging Aquifers, 1970's, 71 Structures, Rural Arizona, Willcox, Southeastern Arizona, Chino Valley, North of Prescott,
Kayenta, Navajo Indian Reservation, Dan Phillips, Supervisor, Water Resources, SRP, Storage Capacity, Six Reservoirs,
Roosevelt, Apache, Saguaro, Canyon, Bartlett, Horseshoe, Storms, 1978 to '80, Verde River, Snowpack, Melted, Exceeding,
Previous Record, March 1938, Four Peaks, Superstition Mountain Area, Flood-control Space, May 1988, SRP Reservoirs Full,
1991, Major Drought Cycle, Roosevelt Lake, Susan Fitzgerald, Public Information Officer, Maricopa County Flood Control
District, Channelize, Brush, Trees, Salt River Bottom, 1991, Clearing Salt Cedar, Downstream to 91 st Avenue, Levee for 113th
Avenue to EI Mirage Road, Holly Acres, Phoenix, Winslow, Levee Broke, Camp Verde, High Verde River Flows, Winkelman,
Gila River Rampage, Losses, October 1983, February 1983, February 1980,1983 Flood, 10 Inches Rain, Two Day Period, 14
Deaths, Homeless, Damage, Agriculture, Flood of 1980, Largest Amount of Water, Record History, Bridges, Crossing River,
Central Avenue, Mill Avenue, Tempe

XI Garbage, Salt River, Power of Floods, Bushes, Trees, Old Tires, 107th Avenue, Quality, Water, Flooding, Steel Drum, Mud,
Bed of Salt, 35th Avenue, Glass Flask, Chunks of Polystyrene, Washed Up

XI Raining, Hector Thomas, Landscaping Job, Mayo Clinic, North Scottsdale, Valley, Arizona, Drying Out, Damage, Worst
Flooding, Construction, Agriculture, Recreation, Tourism, Mining, Affected by Heavy Storms, Rain, Larry Huber, Supervisor,
Scottsdale, Shea and Pima Roads, Huge Puddles, Saturated, Steve Pisarcik, Vice President, Kitchell Contractors Inc.,
Phoenix, Tucson, John Drexler, Owner Ace Asphalt Co., Swollen Rivers, Streams, Washed Away, Farmland, Killed Cattle, Gila
River Valley, Safford, Damaged by High Water, Mark Herrington, Solomon, Graham County, Soil, Farmers, Maricopa and
Yuma Counties, Arizona Farm Bureau President Kenny Evans, lettuce, Cotton Growers, Winter Habitat, Insect Pests,
Department of Agriculture, Flooding, Bas Aja, Director, Arizona Cattleman's Association, Santa Cruz River, Pinal County,
Arizona Copper Mines, Flooding Rail Lines, Winkelman, Asarco Inc., Water Supply Tapped, Damaged Town's System, Dikes,
Roads, Golf Courses, Washes and Floodplains, Boulders Golf Course, Arizona Biltmore Golf Course Superintendent Turner
Reany, Jim, Austin, Spokesman, Pointe Hilton, Ron Searle, Cochise County, Helps Plant Species and Wildlife
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16 January 26, 1993 EPA Called Landfill Safe Without Test - Official X Federal Officials, Flood-damaged, Tri-City Landfill, Environmental Protection Agency, Public Health, Environment, Dan Shane,
Contradicts and Earlier Report EPA's Emergency Response Team, Eroding Banks, Dangerous, Water, Garbage Samples, David Schmidt, Testing Done, No

Hazardous Materials, Leaking, Rain-swollen River, Dike, Eroded Landfill, Contamination, Binoculars, Construction Debris,
Wood, Cardboard, Concrete, Protect, From Floodwaters, State Department of Environmental Quality, Betsy Westell, Manager,
Department Solid Waste Unit, Water Samples, Downstream, Soil Samples, Hazardous Waste, Dilutes, Small Concentrations,
EPA, U.S. Coast Guard's Pacific Strike Team, Oil and Hazardous Waste Problems, DEQ, Superfund Money, Salt River Pima-
Maricopa Indian Community, Mesa, Scottsdale, Tempe, Environmentalists, Concerned, Believed Accepted Hazardous Waster
During 1970's

40 January 26, 1993 Letters - Orme Dam Needed X Warm Rains, Snowdrifts, Mogollon Rim, Flooding, Building Orme Dam, Flood Control Dam, Roosevelt Dam, Irrigation, Valley,
Jack Williams

41 January 26, 1993 Landfills Haunt Us X Trash, Salt River, Landfills, EPA, Build a Berm, Clean-up, Phoenix, Dale E. Poppe

80 January 30, 1993 Get it Straight - Flood Water Not 'Released'; X Valley, State, Threatened, Flood Water, Salt River Project Dams, SRP's Workers, Rain, Salt and Verde Rivers, Runoff, Water
Dams Not for Flood Control (& Picture) Storage Reservoirs, Granite Reef Dam, SRP Hydrologist, Granite Reef Diversion Dam, Salt River, Divert Water, Arizona Canal,

Southern Canal, Irrigation, Purification Plants, More Water Flows, Divert, Spills, River Bed, Construction 1906, Salt River and
Two Verde River Storage Dams, Hold Water, Hydroelectricity, Recreational, Water Conservation, Not Control Downstream
Flooding, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, SRP, Roosevelt Dam, 77 Feet, Added, Enlarge Dam, Preventing Floods, New Verde
Dam Cliff, Environmental Group, New Verde Dam, Cliff, Watersheds, Valley, Reservoirs, Flooding, Open Flood Gates, Flow
Out, Down Spillways, Operating Its Dams, Flood Water Pass Through, Not Usually or Normally Dry, Artificially Dar. Upstream
Storage of Water, Salt River is a Live Stream

18 February 1, 1993 Easy Targets - Tri-City Landfill and the Indians X Environmental, Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community, Tri-City Landfill, Erosion, Salt River, Garbage, Washed Into,
River, Downstream, Ivan Makil, President Indian Community, EPA Superfund Sites, Floods, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Environmental Protection Agency, Public Health, Construction Debris, Dumping, Flood Plain, Mesh Fence, On-site Inspections,
Environmental Group, Dike, Environment, Unhealthy Materials, Leaching, Lawsuit, Mesa, Scottsdale, Tempe, Payment,
Cleanup

24 February 1, 1993 Rains Renew Worry Over Dam's Safety X Heavy Rains, Arizona, Filled, Reservoirs, Salt, Verde, Gila Rivers, Safety Coolidge Dam, John Newman, Operations Manager,
Bureau of Reclamation, Phoenix Office, San Carlos Lake, Water Flowing, Dam's Spillage, Gila River, Valley, Bureau of Indian
Affairs, Most Dangerous, United States, Dam's Abutment's and Spillways, Federal Dam Modification Program, Peak Discharge,
Red Cross, 101 Residences Destroyed, Gila County, Winkelman Flats, Downstream, Central Arizona Water Conservation
District, Roosevelt Dam, Flood Damage,

7 February 6, 1993 Stopping the Floods X Floods, Salt River, Good Management, Water Resources, Salt River Project, 1978, 1980, 1993, Groundwater, Sandy Soil,
Recharge, Salt River Bed, Mesa, Laws, In Place, Damage, Roads, Bridges, Homes, Water, Wasted, Valley, Electrical Power
Users, SRP, James Seamans

8 February 6, 1993 ASU, Mesa Schools Stop Using Landfill X Tri-City Landfill, Dump, Problems, Flooding, Washed, Garbage, Salt River, Trash, Landfill, Landscaping, Construction Debris,
Mesa Unified School District, Arizona State University, Val Peterson, Director, Facilities Management, Waste Management,
Solid-waste Disposal Company, Chuck Essigs, Assistant Superintendent, Scottsdale Memorial Hospital, Scottsdale Community
College, BFI Waste Management Company, Jim Borowiak, Manager of Hospital's Housekeeping Services, Altea Long, Tree
Trimmings, Dave Irwin, Cities of Tempe and Scottsdale, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Arizona Department of
Transportation, Laidlaw Waste Systems, ASU, Mesa Schools, Filed Suit, Gilbert, Fountain Hills

98 February 7, 1993 January Floods Speak of an Imbalance X Valley Residents, Floods, Damage, Insurance Coverage, Emmett White, Destructive Waters, Powerful Stories, Old as Desert
Between Man and Mother Earth (& Picture) Rocks, January Floods, Great Flood, Fleeing People, Superstition Mountain, Elder Brother, Earth Medicineman, Coyote, Akimel

O'odham People, Valley of the Sun, Gila River Indian Community, Dam, Six People Died, Coolidge Dam, Flooded Banks,
Santa Cruz, San Tan, Sgt. Kevin Lewis, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Body, Sand Bar, River, River People, Descendants, Ancient
Hohokams, Tohono O'odham, Desert People, Pima Maricopa Tribe, Gila River Indian Community, Florence, Sacaton,
Instructor, St. Peters Indian Mission, Bapchule, Huge Irrigation Dams, Central, Squaw Peak, Mother Nature, Rain, Turned to
Stone, Stone Figures, Legendary Deluge, American Indians, Earth, Wind, Fire, Water, Bridges, Skyscrapers, Joseph Enos,
Gila River Arts and Crafts, Honor the Rivers, Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community, Salt River, Torrential Rains

D~~~ 17
'0'



Q

19

~ .> Yei'l£-ITi~le ofNe#~p;ipet Article .··IxlK~y:w.qr'ds ~.......... .
February 10, 1993lTribe's Full Control on Landfill Plans Worries IXlsalt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community, Landfill, Polluting, Salt River, Dump, Federal Inspection, Environmental

the State Protection Agency, No Jurisdiction, Jim Vreeland, Solid Waste Expert, EPA's, San Francisco, Congress, Revised Landfill Laws,
Tri-City Landfill, Department of Environmental Quality, Steve Johnson, Assistant Director, House Environment Committee,
Prohibit, Cities, Garbage Companies, Scottsdale, Mesa, Manager, Betsy Westell, Department Solid Waste, Tribe, Cheap
Landfill Services, Scottsdale City Manager Dick Bowers, Ivan Makil, President Indian Community, Followed Guidelines,
Planning, Construction, Operation, Private Engineers, Geologists

97

10

117

130

20

February 10, 19931Calamity for Crops - Floods Devastate Farms,
Ranchlands (& Pictures)

February 14, 19931Flood's Dangerous Legacy (Picture)

February 14, 19931SRP The Valley's Lifeline - Utility was
Organized After Drought on 1890's (& Picture &
Maps)

February 14, 19931Arizona Underwater (& Pictures)

February 15, 19931Under Siege (Pictures)

XIVailey Residents, January's Floods, Arizona Farmers, Ranchers, Floods, Ruined Fields, Silt-filled Irrigation Ditches, Agricultural
Impact, Phoenix, Keith Kelly, Arizona Department of Agriculture, Flood-ravaged Farms, Dairies, Gila River, Buckeye, Gary
Gable, Blankets of Mud, Floodwaters, Gray, Brown, Arlington Canal Co., Swollen Painted Rock Reservoir, Chunks of Farmland,
Washed Away, Buried in Silt, Floods Wrecked Havoc, Irrigation Systems, Pumping Capacity, Knocked Out, Mud, Debris,
Arlington Irrigation System, Crop-dusters, Farm Equipment, Seed Companies, Flood Damage, 1980 Floods, Federal Agencies,
Aid, Neal Hoffman, Liberty, Federal Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service, Farmers Home Administration, Small
Business Administration, Channelization, Other Flood Control Measures, Environmental, Pollution, Wildlife Concerns, Jonathan
Wilson, Supervisor, Western Maricopa County, Bad Farm Loans, 1970s, Criteria Tightened, John Kains, Program Specialist,
Deny Help, Flooded Three Times Past 15 Years, Bud Calhoun, Jerry, Kathy Kerr, Burst Gillespie Dam, Extensive Damage,
Beloat Road, Disaster

XI Medical Waste, Salt River, Flooding, Terry Heffner, Mike Nelson, Tri-City Landfill, John Godec, State Department of
Environmental Quality

XI Salt River Project, 90-year Old Irrigation District, Electric Utility, General Manager Carroll M. Perkins, SRP, Supplies Water,
Phoenix Area, Indian Practices, Irrigating Crops, Canals, Salt River, Drought, 1890s, Water Rights, Maricopa County Board of
Trade, 1900, Proposed Dam, Create Reservoir, Phoenix, 1902, Congress, National Reclamation Act, Building Water Projects,
Salt River Valley, Mountains, Snow, Plains, Distribution Canals, Farms, Landowners, Salt River Valley Water User's
Association, February 1903, Collateral, Federal Government, Building a Dam, Roosevelt Dam, Construction, 1905, Completed
in 1911, Three Smaller Storage Dams, Verde River, 1946, Hydroelectric Generators, Pay, Construction Debts, Depression,
Arizona Legislature, 1937, Salt River Project Agricultural Improvement and Power District, Arizona Center for Law in the Public
Interest, Acreage-based Voting, 1975 Lawsuit, U.S. Supreme Court 1981, Arizona Public Service Co., Power-plant, St. Johns,
1988, Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Station, Los Angeles Department of Water and Power, Make Roosevelt Dam Higher

XI January's Floods, Arizonans, EI Nino Weather System, Rain, Wet Winters, Monsoon Season, Hundred-year-flood Levels,
Verde River, Thousand-year Mark, Floods, Build, Floodplains, Mexico, Winkelman Flats, Gila, Yuma Farmers, Waterlogged
Fields, Damaged Crops, Channelize, Dam Arizona's Stream's and Rivers, Watercourses, Beavers, Largest Dams, 1-10
Crossing, Beaver Pelts, 1830, Hohokam, O'odham (Pima, Papago), Irrigation Canals, Gila and Salt Rivers, Mineral-rich River,
Impermeable Layer of Salt, United States Government, Surplus Wheat, Civil War, Safford, Florence, Built Dams, Laveen,
Avondale, Antonio Azul, Washington, Ulysses S. Grant, Restoration of Water Rights, Relocate, Indian Territory, Oklahoma,
Diverted, Waters, Miners, Cattle, Texas, 1890, 1892, Sufficient Water Supply, Decade-long Drought, Businessman A.J.
Chandler, East Valley, Named, Theodore Roosevelt, National Reclamation Act of 1902, Bureau of Reclamation, Bureau of
Land Management, Roosevelt Dam, Impounded Salt in 1912, Coolidge Dam, Gila, San Carlos Apache Reservation, 1960's, 11
Major Dams, Controlled Runoff, Mogollon Rim, Colorado, Arizona's Agricultural Interests, Central Arizona Project, Tucson,
1904, Gila Flooded, Early Melt of Snow, Yuma, Breach, Salton Sink, California's Salton Sea, Rains of 1983, Floodgates, Failed,
Glen Canyon Dam, Hoover Dam, Davis Dam, Parker Dam, Imperial Dam, 1990, General Accounting Office, Collapse, Copper
Basin Towns

XI Gila River Floodwaters, Inundate House, Watermelon Road, Gila River Reservation, Storm Runoff, Lake, Painted Rock Dam,
Gila Bend, Roosevelt Lake
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February 15, 19931Heavy Rains Replenishing Water Supply - IXIHeavy Rainfall, Arizona, Filling Reservoirs, Recharging, Ground-water, Predicted Flow, State's Rivers, Ron Jones, Water-
Recent Storms are a Godsend for Arizona, supply Specialist, U.S. Soil Conservation Service, Phoenix Office, Heavy Rains, Runoff, Heavy Snows, Hydrologists, Measuring
Experts Say (& Picture) Snows, Water Content, Subtropical Pacific System, Southwest, Baja California, West Coast, Sky Harbor International Airport,

Meteorologist Hector Vasques, National Weather Service, Flagstaff, Salt River Project Spokeswoman Sandy Leander, Water
Flowing, Granite Reef Diversion Dam, Downstream on the Salt, Water Merges, Runoff from the Gila and Agua Fria Rivers,
Flows to Painted Rock Dam, Flood-control Structure, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Gila Bend, Maj. Robert Vanderlik, Deputy
Commander, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Dam Constructed in 1963, Releasing Water, Communities of Wellton and Tacna,
Yuma, Prevent, Damaging Crops, Watersheds, Drain, Salt River Basin, Verde River Basin, San Francisco-Upper Gila River
Basin, Arizona State University's Palm Walk, Showers

27

58

February 16, 19931Ecological Method of Flood Control Offers
Advantages

February 23, 19931 Bracing for More Floods - Earthen Dam in
Canyon Gives Way (& Pictures & Map)

XIStream Flooding, Destructive Actions of Floods, Positive Effects, Native Riparian Plants, Negative Effects, Flood Control
Structures, Riparian Ecosystems, Floods, Natural Phenomena, Built, Dams, Impoundments, Channelized Rivers, Tame Small
Floods, Home Building, Development, Flood Plains, Dammed, Regulated Rivers, Gila River, Floods, Establishment, New
Cottonwood, Willow Forests, Native Desert Fishes, Salt Cedar, Desert Rivers, Flush Toxins, Flood-plain Soils, Deposit
Nutrients, Plant Growth, Burrow Brush, Arrowweed Shrubs, Screwbean, Velvet Mesquite Trees, Watershed, Instream Flows,
Flash Flood Watersheds

XI Floodwaters, Northern Arizona, Earthen Dam, Grand Canyon, Eroded, Water, Cascading, Indian Village, Lower Gila River,
Yuma, Prepare Evacuation, Supai Village, Bob McNichols, Natural Resources Officer, Truxton Canyon Agency, Bureau of
Indian Affairs, Spillway, Painted Rock Dam, Col. Robert VanAntwerp, District Engineer, Los Angeles Office, Army Corps of
Engineers, Dan's Outlet Gates, Regulated, Downstream, Inundation, Evacuation, Colorado River, Jim Myrtetus, Public-affairs
Officer, Recent Storms, Rain, Levee Protection, Avenue 38E Bridge, Ross and Tacna, Yuma County, Storm, Mogollon Rim,
Flagstaff, Sedona, Camp Verde, Cottonwood, Clarkdale, Page Springs, Cornville, Verde River, Sedona Police Chief Bob Irish,
Flash Flood, American Red Cross, Verde Rural Fire Department, Emergency Assistance, Arizona 89A, Closed, Rainwater
Roaring Down Oak Creek Canyon, Rock Slides, Mudslides, Rampaging Waters, Inundated Sycamore Cove, Oak Creek Island
Community, Mobil Homes, High Water, Broken Water Main, Fairfield Continental Subdivision, Police Chief Dennis Connell, Boil
Drinking Water, Dayna Nelson, Interstate 40, Country Club Road, 5 to 7 Feet Water, Soggy Days, Salt River Project, Scott
Harrelson, Granite Reef Diversion Dam, Salt River, Reservoir, Salt and Verde Rivers, Gila Bend, Pacific Disturbance, Arizona,
Mike Franjevic, National Weather Service, Windy, Showers, Mountain Snow, Cold Storms, Tropical Moisture, Melting Snow,
Runoff

107 I February 23, 19931 Farmers Move Out as Gila Rises - Flood Sparks IXI Farmers, Gila River, East of Yuma, Underwater, Washing Away, Record Floods, Repair Flood-damaged Land, Irrigation
Fears of Financial Ruin (& Map) Systems, Marvin Marlatt, Wellton, Tacna, Roll, Dome, Fighting River, 1959, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Built painted Rock

Dam, Water, Flowing Over Emergency Spillway, Dam, Gila River, Gila Bend, Flood-control Structure, Holds Runoff, Verde and
Salt Rivers, Southwest Phoenix, Heavy rains, Flow Increased, Massive Weekend Storm, Flagstaff, Sedona, Cottonwood, Maj.
Robert van der Like, Moisture, Rain Showers, Lower Elevations, Melting Snow, Flood All Bridges, U.S. 95, Interstate 8 North,
Quartzsite, Cross Into California, Arizona, Henry Green. Yuma County Emergency Services Office, Robert Nickerson, Alfalfa,
Wheat, Lettuce, Broccoli, Cauliflower, Evacuating, Damage, Wheat, Onion, Radish Seed Crop and Alfalfa

55 I February 24, 19931Farmers Rush to Avoid Gila's Wrath - Woman's IXIROII, Shirley Murdock, Gila River Valley, Ed Linden, Roll Post Office, 1927, Water Up to His Knees, Farmland, Water, Pour
Family Prepares for Flood 66 Years After Down the Gila, Irrigation System, Losing, Crops, Avenue 38E Bridge, Yuma, John Klingenberg, Surging Water
Decedents Did (& Picture)
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1261 February 24, 19931Prices Rising with Flood - Yuma County Braces IXIGila River, Flooding, Yuma County, Vegetable Prices, Evacuations, Lowlands, Water, Down Gila from Painted Rock Dam,
for Big Losses, Evacuations Pick Up (& Pictures Federal Dam Officials, Raised, Prediction, Fresh Express, Damage, Bruce Church Inc. Move Operation, Salinas, Calif., Plant
& Map) Manager Bryan Aguirre, Yuma, Seasonal Farm-worker Jobs, Lost, Floods Ruin Crops, Don Howell, Yuma County Agricultural

Agent, Arizona Cooperative Extension, Most Winter Lettuce, United States, Keith Kelly, Director, Arizona Department of
Agriculture, Mark Wilcox, UA Extension Agent, Harvest, California, Willie Itule, Willie Itule Produce Co., Phoenix, Tom Nines
Jr., Vice President, Nunes Co. Inc., Yuma County Sheriff Ralph Ogden, Mohawk-Wellton Valley, Saturated, Reservoir, Rainy,
Painted Rock Reservoir, Gila and Verde River System, Herb Guenther, Spokesman, Mohawk-Wellton Irrigation and Drainage
District, Army Corps of Engineers, Bob Woodhouse, Farmer, Tacna, Rising River Encroaches, Family Home, Gila Bend, U.S.
95, Murdock Farm, Roll, Shirley Murdock

73 I February 27, 19931Yuma County Farms Could Be Flooded a MonthlXIYuma County, Farm Belt, Under Water, Gila River, Full Flood, Painted Rock Dam, Releases, Bridges, Flood Control Structures,
- Officials Believe Up to 3,500 May have Been Colorado River, Increased Flows, Fields, Homes, Army Corps of Engineers, Col. Robert Van Antwerp, Record Rainfall,
Evacuated (& Picture) Flooding Downstream, Evacuate, U. Lewis Wilbur, Yuma County Sheriffs Office, Wellton-Mohawk Valley Area, Flood Plain, 4

Miles Wide, Inundated, Agriculture Land, Threatens, Gila River Bridges, Closed, Structural Damage, Wash Downstream,
Dynamite, Tamarisk Trees Lining River, Pulverize Trees, Uproot, Float Downstream, Southern Pacific Railroad Bridge, Roll,
Railroad Spokeswoman Carolynne Born, Rocks, Shore Up Bridge, Amtrak Passenger Train, Painted Rock Reservoir, Gila
Bend, Filthy Lake, Fred Burkhardt Jr., Emergency Services Director, Town of Gila Bend, Sewage Treatment Plants, Treated
with Chlorine, Discharged, Garbage, Tri-City Landfill, Salt River, Pima, Maricopa Indian Reservation, Scottsdale, Eroded
Floodwaters, Cattle, Livestock, Higher Ground

74

12

127

56

February 27, 19931 Lettuce Prices Soar in Nation

March 1, 19931Water Flow From Dam May Have Peaked
Flooding Could Worsen on Gila; 1 Bridge Open

March 2, 19931Yuma Flooding Turns Deadly, Worker Drowns
Fast-moving River Puts 20,000 Acres Under
Water (& Picture)

March 4, 19931Rampaging River Forces Shutdown of Pumping
Plant - Water to Unaffected Fields, Homes Cut
off (& Picture)

XI Flooding, Gila River, Farm Belt, Framers, Salvage, Crops, Gary Pasquinelli, Pasquinelli Produce Company, 1945, High Prices,
Inferior Product. Yuma County, Gary Lucier, Agricultural Economist, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C.,
Disaster

XI Bridge, Lower Gila River, Water, Overflowing Reservoir, Flow, Spillway, Painted Rock Dam, Army Corps of Engineers, Dry
River, Winter Rain, Snow, Southwestern Arizona, U.S. 95 Bridge, Yuma, Bart Freeman, State Emergency Services Official,
Colorado River, Jim Lafrenaye, Phoenix, Flooding, Hank Green, Yuma County Emergency Services Director, Damage, Mohawk
Valley, Gila River Valley, Dam, Crop

XIGiia River, Inundated, 20,000 Acres, Fertile Farmland, Lower Gila, Wellton Area Man, Died, Canal, Mohawk-Wellton Irrigation
and Drainage District. Clyde Gould, Manager, Water District, Hank Green, Yuma County Emergency Services Director, Lettuce
Prices, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Painted Rock Dam, Releases, Roll, Wellton, Dam, Reservoir, Roosevelt Lake, Flood,
Closed, Bridges, Lower Gila, Interstate 8, U.S. 95, Clogged, Narrow, Imperial County Calif. Road, Colorado River, Arizona,
Southern Pacific Railroad, Arizona Army National Guard, Sg!. Roy Ruiz, Tempe, Dallas Moser, Store, Bridges Closed, Joe
Rider, Federal Farmers' Home Administration, Loan, Start Over, Shawn Fuehrer, Vista del Camino Park, Scottsdale, Heavy
Rains

XIWeliton, Flooding, Pumping Plant, Cutting Off Irrigation, Gila River, Colorado River, Wellton-Mohawk Irrigation and Drainage
District, Relieve Flooding Pressure, Yuma, C.L. Gould, Options, Building Dam, Dike, Dry River, Delivery System, High River
Water Surface, Canal, Danger, Dike Problem, Breaks, Levee Work, Farmer David Sharp, Roll, District is Shut Down, Domestic
Water, Municipal Water, Farmers, Bottled Water, Irrigation, Home Plumbing, Washing, Bathing, Muddy Brown Water, Gila's
Out-of-control 90-mile Run, Painted Rock Dam to Colorado River, Trailer Parks, Colorado Riverbank, Leave, Homes, Yuma
County Sheriffs U. Lewis Wilbur, Irrigation District, 75 Percent of Nations Iceberg Lettuce, Herb Guenther, District Assistant
Manager, Fields Underwater, County Officials, Damage Tallies, Partially Submerged, River Churns, Spills, Ruined Dikes,
Flows, Storm-fed Reservoir, Destruction, Downstream, Miners Camp, Mexicali, Baja California and Norte, Evacuate Homes,
Mexicali Valley, Floodwaters, Inundating Lettuce Fields, Unflooded Fields

34 March 5, 19931Gila River Crests, But Fields to Remain FloodedlXlweliton, Flood, Southwestern Arizona, Peaked, Gila River, George Humphrey, Yuma County, Acting Emergency Management
- Up to 50 Homes Sustain Damage (& Picture) Director, Produce-rich Area, Flooded Fields, Bridge Closures, One Death, Truck Driver, Irrigation Canal, Roll, Hyder, Dome,

Painted Rock Dam, Colorado River, National Weather Service, Flow, Wellton-Mohawk Irrigation and Drainage District,
Farmland, Flooding, Washed Out, 80 Grade-level Crossings, Northern Part of County, Interstate 8, Army Corps of Engineers,
Avenue 7E Bridge
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2 March 12, 1993 Flood Considered Worst of Century X U.S. Geological Survey, Floods, Arizona, "Floods in Arizona, January 1993", Compiled, Waterflow Recordings Timely Data,

Water Releases, State Dams, Water Volume, Rillito Creek, Verde, Little Colorado and Gila Rivers, Three Times as Large,
Chance in 100

3 March 12, 1993 Notebook - Environment - 40,000 Are Expected X 40,000 Valley Residents, Volunteer, Bag-a-thon, Moon Valley Park, Cave Creek Wash, Phoenix Clean and Beautiful, First
for Volunteer Cleanup Brands Corp.

38 March 27, 1993 City, State to Weigh River Safety - Drownings X Three Deaths, Swollen Salt River, Tempe, Waterway's Power, Canoe Expedition, Dr. James Wilson, Dr. Finis Taylor,
Underscore Dangers Downstream, Flood Control Hydraulic, 15-feet Deep, Powerful Undertow, Arizona Department of Transportation, Maricopa

County Flood Control District, Dangers, River, Tempe City Attorney Dave Merkel, Jim Phipps, Public Information Officer,
Modifying Structure, Safer Alternatives, Warning Signs, Alma School Road, Brian Trenary, Drowned, Country Club Drive, Mesa,
Hayden Road, Hayden Road Bridge, Velocity, Turbulence, Eddying, Flow Rate, Concrete Structure, Violent, Swirling Undertow,
Narrowed, Construction Project, ADOT, Rio Salado Channelization..,

30 April 6, 1993 Improve PIR Access X Phoenix International Raceway, Mr. and Mrs. Buddy Jobe, Mr. and Mrs. Tim Duke, Pro-Formance Racing, Chandler, PIR,
Mesa, Tempe, Flooding, Verde River, Eroded, Parking Track, Estrella Parkway, NASCAR Winston Cup Series, Valley,
Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, Road and Bridge, John Dick

76 May 10,1993 Reclaiming the Habitat - Volunteers to Tackie X Gila River, Phoenix, Forests of Salt Cedar, Reeds, Willows, Falcons, Endangered Yuma Clapper Rails, Other Wildlife, River
Cleanup of Flood-ravaged Areas (& Picture & Habitat, Phoenix's Sewage Treatment Plant, 91st Avenue, Record Flooding, Damage, Vegetation, Lost Destroyed, Raging
Map) Waters, Gigantic Spaghetti Strainer, Tons of Garbage, Debris, Washed From Upstream Landfill, State Game and Fish

Department, Cleanup, Federal Emergency Management Agency, Garbage Covers 150 Feet Wide, 200 Feet Long, 8 Feet
Deep, Lisa Anderson, Environmental Compliance Specialist, Construction Debris, Hazard, Cost, FEMA, State, Other Sources,
Gila, Salt River, Tri-City Landfill, East of Mesa, Salt River Pima, Maricopa Indian Community, Washed Out, Floodwaters,
Planning, Cleanup, Valley, 107th Avenue, Rick Elder, Salt River Project Manager, Great Salt River Cleanup, 22,000 Volunteers,
Pick Up Trash, Old Tires, Other Debris, Riverbanks, Hazardous Waste, Inmates, Arizona State Prison, Central Avenue, Mesa
Community College, Arizona State University Parking Lot, Wesley Bolin Plaza, Phoenix Goodyear Municipal Airport, Bused,
Granite Reef Diversion Dam, Dysart Road, River, Quarter Mile Sections, Garbage Bags, Gloves, Gila River Riparian Areas,
91 st and 115th Avenues, Dumping Ground

37 May 12, 1993 Victims Weren't Reckless X Finis Taylor, Jim Wilson, Lost Lives, Canoeist, Salt River, Tempe, Dangerous, Safe Level, Country Club Drive, Upcoming
Hydraulic, Boy Scout Leaders, Mary Benin

1 May 23, 1993 19,500 Volunteers Clear Salt River of Flood X DeeAnn Daily, Avondale Office Worker, Volunteer, Environmental, Cleanup, U.S. History, Tamarisk Tree, Salt River Channel,
Trash (& Picture) Phoenix International Raceway, Next Flood, Wash It Up, Trash, 39 Miles, Salt Below Granite Reef Diversion Dam, Great Salt

River Cleanup Day, 12,653 Bags of Trash, 127 Tons, En Route, Landfill, Mobile, Gov. Fife Symington, Arkansas, Greer Ferry,
Heavy Rains, February, Flooded, Valley, Western Arizona, Mountains of Garbage, Tri-City Landfill, Salt River Pima-Maricopa
Indian Community, Debris, Tires, Removed, Phoenix Municipal, U.S. Forest Service Employees, State-prison Inmates, Cliff
Staley, Glendale Real-estate Agent, Ried Horton, Glendale Student, Bridge, River, Washed Down River, Bartlett Lake

33 August 26, 1993 Storm Gives Valley Change for a 100 - Record X Heavy Cloud Cover, Tropical Storm, Break Longest Hot Streak, 76 Consecutive Days, 100 Degrees, Old Record 1989,
Heat Streak Ends at 76 Days (& Graph) Forecasters, Bob Berkovitz, National Weather Service, Phoenix, Sky Harbor International Airport, 1963, Showers, Sky harbor,

Tropical Storm Irwin, Mexico, Tropical Storm Hillary, Troublesome, Arizona, Yuma, Baja Peninsula, Gulf of California, Heavy
Rain, Thunderstorms

132 November 26,1993 Flood Plain Queried - Study to Look at Ways to X Study, Underway, 565 Phoenix Homes, Designated Flood Plain, Status, 10th Street Wash, 10th Street, Griswold Road to
Get Rid of Status Cheryl Drive, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Jim Phipps Spokesman, North Mountain Village Committee, Daniel,

Mann, Johnson, and Mendenhall, Engineering and Architectural Firm, Phoenix, Flood Insurance Map, Delineated, 100-year
Flood Plain, Six Alternatives, Basins, Natural Wash, Betty Bellanger, Flooded Out

142 January 17, 1994 The Flood that Stayed and Stayed - This X Diana Arbuckle, Water Damage, Home, Grand Canal, Heavy Rains, Flooded, Sunset Drive, 64th Drive, July 1992, Flood-
Nightmare of 18 Months May Haunt Woman for prevention Project, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Phoenix, Studying, County Board of Supervisors, Neil Erwin, Chief
Years (& Picture) Engineer and General Manager of Flood Control District, and Three Other Areas, 43rd Avenue and Burgess Lane, 10th Street

Wash, 47th Drive and Crittenden Drive
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131 February 1, 1994 The Village Alliance Voice of Sunnyslope - X Maricopa County Flood Control District, North Mountain Village Planning Committee, Study, Flood Control Measures, 10th

Maricopa County Begins Study of 10th Street Street Wash, SVA Members Dave Longey, Winn Green, Public Workshops in 1992, Sunnyslope Planning and Design Study
Wash Report of 1993, County Supervisor Betsy Bayless, City Councilman Craig Triken's Office, Hemant Patel, Citizens Advisory

Committee, New Northtown Neighborhood

138 February 23, 1994 Residents Seek Larger Role in Planning Wash X North Phoenix Residents, Maricopa County Flood Control District, 10th Street Wash, North Mountain Village Planning
Committee, Acquiring Property, Design Process, 565 Homes, Designated, Flood Plain, 10th Street Wash, 50-100 Foot Wide
Area, 10th Street, Griswold Road to Cheryl Drive, Get Rid Of, Flood Plain Designation, Michael Lopez, Project Manager,
Detention Basins, Committee Member Jeff Shumway, Purchase Right-of-way, Dave Longey, Sunnyslope Village Alliance,
Arizona Canal Diversion Channel, Design of Wash, Improvements

141 February 23, 1994 Public Input Sought on Flood Plan - Residents X North Phoenix Residents, Maricopa County Flood Control District, 10th Street Wash, North Mountain Village Planning
Want Work on Design Slowed Committee, Acquiring Property, Design Process, 565 Homes, Designated, Flood Plain, 10th Street Wash, 50-100 Foot Wide

Area, 10th Street Wash, 50-100 Foot Wide Area, 10th Street, Griswold Road to Cheryl Drive, Michael Lopez, Project Manager,
North Mountain Village Planning Committee, Committee Member Jeff Shumway, Dave Longey, Sunnyslope Village Alliance,
Redraw Size of Wash, Arizona Canal Diversion Channel

137 March 2, 1994 Wash Improvement in Works - County, Citizens X 10th Street Wash, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Improvements, Lessen Floods, Natural Ditch, Rainwater, Phoenix
Plan Design Together Mountains, Arizona Canal Diversion Channel, Source of Friction, Cleaning Debris, Overgrown Vegetation, Mandated Flood

Plain Insurance, 10th Street, Griswold Road to Cheryl Drive, Sunnyslope Resident Dave Longey, Sunnyslope Village Alliance,
Detention basins, Trap Rainwater, North Mountain Village Planning Committee, Michael Lopez, Project Manager, Ideas, Making
Wash Deeper, Wider, Creating Dams

143 April 1, 1994 11-Acre Flood Bain to be Built - 27 North-central X Twenty-seven Homes, North-central Phoenix, Maricopa County Flood Control District, 11-acre Flood Basin, 10th Street and
Homes to be Razed Alice Avenue, Lowered 8 Feet, Sunnyslope Residents, Reduce Flooding, 10th Street Wash, Natural Ditch, Carries Rainwater,

phoenix Mountains, 565 Homes Designated, 10th Street, Griswold Road to Cheryl Drive, Flood Control Project Manager
Michael Lopez, Alice Avenue Basin, Cheryl Drive and Cave Creek Road, Flood Plain Insurance, Joe Kellwood, Rainstorms,
Bobie King, Dave Longey, Valley, Phoenix, Ed Huffman, Giant Dusty Pit

145 May 4,1994 Sunnyslope Homes Will Fall to Bulldozer X Mike Barr's Store, Dunlap and Townley, City of Phoenix, County Flood Control, Corps of Engineers, 10th Street Wash, 100
Year Old Flood, Sunnyslope, Acquisition of Property, Alice Avenue, Cave Creek Road, Trailer Park, Parks and Recreation,
Flooded Wash, Butler Drive

139 August 19, 1994 Citizens Study Fate of Wash - Panel Helps X Homeowners, 10th Street Wash, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Design Changes, 10th Street, North-central phoenix,
Design 10th SI. Drainage Flooding, Tropical Storms, 100-year Storm, Downpour, Federal Government, Flood Plain Designation, 565 Buildings, Storm-

water Run Off, Phoenix Mountains to Arizona Canal Diversion Channel, Funding, 10th Street Wash Improvements, 19 Feet
Wide, 5 Feet Deep, Banks Landscaped, Natural Look, Forgo Concrete Lining, Wider Wash

140 August 24, 1994 Residents Help Chart Drainage Changes X Homeowners, 10th Street Wash, Maricopa County Flood Control District, Design Changes, 10th Street, North-central Phoenix,
Flooding, Tropical Storms, 100-year Storm, Downpour, Federal Government, Flood Plain Designation, 565 Buildings, Storm-
water Run Off, Phoenix Mountains to Arizona Canal Diversion Channel, Skunk Creek, West Valley, Winifred Green,
Sunnyslope Village Alliance, Funding, Dave Longey, Michael Lopez, Project Manager, Several Designs, 19 Feet Wide, 5 Feet
Deep, Lining Fenced Off, Banks Landscaped

144 December 9,1994 10th Street Wash Improvements in the Wind X 10th Street wash, Flooding, North-central Phoenix, Natural Drainage, Phoenix Mountains, Arizona Canal Diversion Channel,
Maricopa County Flood Control District, Michael Lopez, Project Manager, Sunnyslope Residents, 19 Feet Wide, 5 Feet Deep,
Banks, Landscaped, Wider Wash, James Phipps, Spokesman for the District, Federal Government, Improvements, Reduce,
Designated Flood Plain

13 March 12,2003 Landfill Supplying Salt River Garbage to be X Tempe, Cleanup, Garbage-strewn Banks, Salt River, Landfill, Problems, Jim Jones, Tempe Public Works Director, 344 Tons of
Moved - 344 Tons of Trash Removed for Area; Garbage, Hazardous Waste, Medical Waste, Tempe Fire Department, BFI Inc., Waste Disposal Company, Butterfield Landfill,
Cleanup Efforts Successful, Director Says (& Waste Management Company, Reimbursement, Federal Emergency Management Agency, White Mountains, Yuma, Disaster
Picture) Area, Flood, Landfill Waste Problems, Phoenix, Heavy Winter Rains, Salt River Project, Release Water, Upstream Dams, Tri-

City Landfill, McDowell Road, Beeline Highway, Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Reservation, Closure, Garbage Dump, Mesa,
Scottsdale, Frank Mertley, Community Manager, Indian Enclave, Gilbert Road, Arizona Canal, 100-year Flood Plain,
Environmental Protection Agency Regulation, EPA, Hard Bank, Flows, Melting Snow, SRP, John Egan, Eastern Arizona
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··0> ....•• <yea·r:.: Title of Newspaper Artic.le ./.< .>l: KeyWotds .. >
9 Undated 01,1993 Blame for Gila Flooding Countered X Environmentalists, State Biologists, Farmers, Flooded, Gila River, Federal Government, Buy Out, Wellton-Mohawk Irrigation

and Drainage District, Environmentally Destructive Operation, Dick Todd, State Game and Fish Department Biologist, Yuma
Clapper Rail, Gila River Farmers, Lack of Adequate Flood Control, Protect Bird, Cost Effective, Painted Rock Dam, Gila Bend,
300 Miles of Canals, Colorado River Water, Imperial Dam, Drainage Channels, Wells, Salty Irrigation Water, Desalination
Plant, Yuma, Water Quality, Boarder to Mexico, Farmland, Edge of Channel, Rory Aikens, Anne Cannon, Army Corps of
Engineers, Channelization Project, Floods, 1983, July 1984 Environmental Assessment, Bureau of Reclamation, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Harold Pritchette, Assistant Project Manager, 1989, Wellton Portion, Heavy Rains

21 Undated 01, 1993 Letters - Flooding Reminds Us We Can Never X Arizona Underwater, Gregory McNamee, Sunday Perspective Section, January Flood, Upstream Causes, Floods, Downstream
Truly Control Water Effects, Dams, Irrigation, Water, Landfills, Plumbing Systems, Build, Rushing Torrents, Flood Plain, Glen Canyon Falls,

Roosevelt, Salt, Dismantle Dams, Ron Harris

22 Undated 01, 1993 SRP Deserves Praise, Not Flood of Innuendos X Salt River Project, Storm, Problems, Forecasting, Measuring, Notification, Valley, Flood-Control System, Water Storage,
and Half-Truths Distribution System, James O. Seamans, Phoenix, 1980, Damage, Groundwater Recharge, Buckeye, Lake, Ronald T. Wheat

25 Undated 01, 1993 Storms Wash Out Forest Roads, Trails - Early X Heavy Winter Rains, Flood Damage, Roads, Trails, Campgrounds, Tonto National Forest, Larry Soehlig, U.S. Forest Service,
Tonto Damage Estimate Hits $5 Million Joyce Hassell, Flood-eligible Repairs, Fences, Roads, Culverts, Stock Ponds, Ineligible, Emergency Federal Money, Pioneer

Pass, Globe, Submerged Logs, Debris, Salt and Verde Rivers Lakes, Heavy Stream Runoff

26 Undated 01, 1993 Melting Snow Poses New Threat on Gila - X Melting Snow, Mountains, Northeast Phoenix, Farmers, Gila River's Flooded Wellton-Mohawk Valley, Yuma, Heavy Runoff,
Warmer Days May Yield Heavy Runoff Melting Mountain Snow, Heavy Rains, Shutdown, Pumping Plants, Irrigation, Household Water, Flooded, Farms and Homes,

Driver Killed, Canal, Wellton-Mohawk Irrigation and Drainage District, Crops, Fields, Roads, Canals, Irrigation Systems, Herb
Guenther, District Assistant Manager, Berta Woodhouse, Roll, Farmer Marvin Marlatt, Painted Rock Dam, Gila River, Jim
Lafrenaye, Emergency Operations Center Director, U.S. Corps of Engineers, Phoenix Office, Salt River Project, Salt and Verde
Rivers, Snow Runoff, Scott Harleson, Arizona's Mountains, Ron Jones, Water-supply Specialist, U.S. Soil Conservation
Service, Mount Agassiz, Flagstaff, Gila Bend

28 Undated 01, 1993 Trash Bills to Rise if Landfill Closes X Trash-pickup Fees, Mesa, Tri-City Landfill, City Council, House Bill, Lawsuit, Close, Landfill, Queen Creek Landfill, Sky Harbor
Transfer Station, Waste Management

29 Undated 01,1993 SRP Pledges $25,000 to Salt River Cleanup X Salt River Project, Great Salt River Cleanup, Mesa to Avondale, SRP $25,000 Cash, Tri-City Landfill
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1-9-93

1-10-93

1-11-93

Salt threatens to swamp homes in low-lying areas
Landfill's contents may flow down Salt
Earlier floods created grief for motorists, homeowners
Water pours out of Roosev~lt:Dam ,~~,;.&,~aptjOI})m)',"

Surging water ripped scaffolding from half-completed MiIIAve
Bridge (photo & caption)
Once again river threatens to wash away family's home
Water rips scaffolding from bridge
Valley River Crossings (map)
Arizona inundation old story
Waster flows into waters from sewage, landfill
Unfinished spafls prove no match for fury of Salt
Woman clings to tree in creek
Valley Floodplains (map & photo)
Saturated soil adds to river flows

.....~ J •

Central Arizona Dams, Rivers, and C~nals'(map)

Evacuation is 5th in 15 years for one district
How water flow is measured
Garbage slides into Salt River
Floods often tested valley's preparedness/ A history of floods ,
Flooding, will leave cesspools '

) til parts of Tucson, flood-isolated homes just .a,copt~r hop
away
Water shows it's tougher than memory (editorial)

" ;';': "-.. :',',, '>.i,~" !,"'. ' 'Floods to have little effect on 'cropS;' officials say

Sad memory of '83 flood won't wash away
Winslow, Navajo areas flooded - 400 evacuated
Arizona braces for more rain, flooding
Emergency duty had a familiar ring
Rainy C:ays not over yet
Planneo dams could have eased valley flooding
Damage noted as fresh storm targets v9J!ey. .,;',' '" ", . ,:-',1-'

Flooq control measur8§:~ork fantastically, in first major test
Valley,.gets break in'rairl, flooding:,' ":'" ' , '

Arizon~Republic 'Flood'insurance: System keepsyaJley: aoovewater (map)
:" " Homeowners' policies offer varied prof.ettion,

';' • .,' G9f(ers and 'snowbirds' holed up by rain, floods'
,,,v, ,~~. ' , .- 'RairicQ~erssoggy state, more is due "

-1 ~12-93 r, " Pho¢nlx(3az-ette-',":" FoTfiooded Winkleman, the worst is yet to come'
,i' f' , , _, ,_ ,>'>.';\c: ' :' ')".qa~¥on gra~eur ~an't displace sight of sludge in Salt

:~,ii'-:;»,~,~,,~:,'- , , 'DUrPping ground of excuses
,__ ,,,,;o";-':'~", ,:; .. f~' ":' ,!,~. ",f.=rn~rg,encyplanners cast wary eyes to skies ,

II! ,." , ' .i,"\':~'-Ari~~t1q;~epuljii6'.::,- NeW River floods, strands 100 "
1-13-9~' .,' .' " TelTlpeTribtfne :''- ,Gila River flood Warning issued~as storm moves in

'>:"; ",:< " " ' ".' Loss of bridge fails.to dampen spirits
1-14-93 Phoenix Gazette Gila County scrambles for disaster plan
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DPS sinks tanks headed for bridge
Under water in Winkleman• Flood control system worked (editorial)

1-15-93 Syracuse New York Powerful Force (photo & caption)
Herald-Journal
Yuma Daily Sun Residents want government to purchase homes
Arizona Republic Coolidge Dam still holding (photo & caption)

Coolidge Dam still up
Salt's banks to be armored at landfill

Tempe Tribune Flooding's toll on environment may cost millions
1-16-93 Arizona Republic Federal flood aid sought by governor

Uneasy clients could doom tribal landfill
When deluge ends, repairs, grieving start
Salvage from the storm; act swiftly to reduce losses

Phoenix Gazette Flooding may worsen;Roosevelt Dam construction imperiled
Arizona Republic Dry and dry again: Rain-related woes

1-17-93 Tempe Tribune Release was unavoidable officials say
Record-breaking rain to dowse valley/Scottsdale temporarily
switches landfills

Arizona Republic Run river run
Stupidity storm warnings

1-18-93 Phoenix Gazette Flood proves channelization works
Tempe Tribune 14 Scottsdale homes look like a bomb dropped after tornado

Strained dams threaten water release
1-19-93 Phoenix Gazette Break in storm cuts water releases

Arizona RepUblic Teen girl pulled from raging waters
1-20-93 Gas line explodes under Gila River

Arizona to get financial help, break from rain
Tri-Valley Dispatch Santa Cruz River breaks into CAP Canal

Interstate 8 lanes closed (photo & caption)
Who'll stop the rain (photos and captions)

1-22-93 Arizona Republic Gila, Santa Cruz Rivers recede
1-24-93 Rains, floods a mess for recreation industry

Firms, workers count losses, return to jobs
Past lessons fail to avert deaths, damage

1-26-93 Phoenix Gazette EPA called landfill safe without test
Landfills haunt us/Orme Dam needed (letters to editor)

1-30-93 Get it straight: flood water not "released", dams not for flood
control

2-1-93 Phoenix Gazette Easy Targets: Tri-City Landfill and the Indians
2-6-93 Tempe Tribune ASU, Mesa Schools stop using landfill
2-7-93 January floods speak of ambivalence
2-10-93 Phoenix Gazette Calamity crops: floods devastate farms, ranchlands

Tribe's full control on landfill plans worries the state
2-14-93 Arizona Republic Arizona underwater

Floods Dangerous Legacy (photo & caption)
The SRP: Valley's lifeline

2-15-93 Phoenix Gazette Heavy rains replenishing water supply
Under Siege (photo & caption)

2-16-93 Tempe Tribune Ecological method of flood control offers advantages
2-22-93 Arizona Republic Bracing for more floods/Earthen dam in canyon gives way
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2-23-93 Phoenix Gazette Farmers moves out as Gila rises
2-24-93 Farmers rush to avoid Gila's wrath• Prices rising with flood; Yuma County braces
2-27-93 Tempe Tribune Yuma County farms could be flooded a month
3-1-93 Phoenix Gazette Water flow from dam may have peaked
3-2-93 Arizona Republic Yuma flooding turns deadly, worker drowns
3-4-93 Phoenix Gazette Rampaging river forces shutdown of pumping plant
3-5-93 Gila River crests, but fields to remain flooded
3-12-93 State Press (ASU) Landfill supplying Salt River garbage to be moved
3-27-93 Tempe Tribune City, state to weigh river safety
4-6-93 Phoenix Gazette Improve PIR access (letter to editor)
5-10-93 Reclaiming the habitat
5-12-93 Mesa Tribune Victims weren't reckless
5-23-93 Arizona Republic 19,500 volunteers clear Salt River of flood trash
unknown Phoenix Gazette Melting snow poses new threat on Gila

Storms wash out forest roads, trails
Rains renew worries over dam's safety
Flood control work pays off in northwest valley

Arizona Republic Blame for Gila flooding countered
Tempe Tribune Stopping the floods
unknown Trash bill to rise if landfill closes/SRP pledges $25,000 to Salt

River cleanup
unknown Flooding reminds us we can never truly control water/SRP

deserves praise, not flood of innuendos and half truths
(letters to editor)
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19,500 volunteers clear
• Salt River offlood trash

said he found a gas tank and an
Arizona Republic vending ma
chine half-covered with sand be
neath a bridge over the river.

"There weren't any papers
inside. It would have been neat to
know the date of when it washed
down the river," Horton said.

Daily said the most interesting
things she found were a rusted
auto muffier and two flasks, one of
which still had liquor inside.

"I go tubing down the Salt a lot
and water-skiing at Bartlett
Lake," Daily said.

"I figured this was the least I
could do for all the nice things this
river has done for me."

-'

mates. But there was plenty left
for the thousands of volunteers
who fanned out Saturday.

Cliff Staley, a Glendale real-es
tate agent, said he found all kinds
of stuff along the river, including
pieces of plastic milk cartons, cans
and a bag used for intravenous
hookups.

But Staley said the things he
noted with most interest were
several plastic bags he found.

"They were the zip-lock kind,"
he said. "And even after what they
went through, the zip lock still
worked. I couldn't believe it."

Ried Horton of Glendale, a
student at Cactus High School,

Tom Story/The Arizona Republic

Volunteer Rick Barry works hard during the Great Salt River Cleanup.
Thirty-nine miles of the Salt were spruced up by volunteers Saturday.

By Mark Shaffer
The Arizona Republic

DeeAnn Daily didn't really care
about being part of what the
governor called the largest volun
teer environmental cleanup effort
in U.S. history.

Daily, an Avondale office
worker, was a lot more interested
Saturday morning in how to
remove a piece of moldy, mud
caked carpet wrapped around the
roots of a tamarisk tree in the Salt
River channel near Phoenix Inter
national Raceway.

She tugged and tugged at the
carpet, sweat glistening on her
arms in the sunshine, only to have
the carpet rip at ground level.

"Oh, I don't know what to do
about this," Daily said dejectedly.

"I guess we'll have to wait till
the next flood to wash it up."

But that small piece of buried
carpet was one of the few pieces of
trash that got away from about
19,500 volunteers along 39 miles
of the Salt below Granite Reef
Diversion Dam on the Great Salt
River Cleanup day.

By 11 a.m. Saturday, with
12,653 bags of trash weighing 127
tons en route to a landfill near
Mobile, Gov. Fife Symington
called the volunteer effort the best
of its kind.

"We've just beaten Arkansas,"
Symington said, referring to that
state's annual cleanup at Greer
Ferry and the most trash ever
collected at that event.

"This is just a wonderful event.
It shows that civic spirit here is
strong."

That spirit even extended to the
homeless. Symington said a man
became a co-captain of a cleanup
team after it met him and other
members of five homeless families
on one area of the Salt.

Heavy rains in February that
flooded the Valley and western
Arizona washed mountains of
garbage down the Salt, primarily
from the Tri-City Landfilf in the
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian
Community.

Almost 700 tons of debris,
including 15,000 tires, already had
been removed by Phoenix munici
pal and U.S. Forest Service
employees and state-prison in-
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of Moon Valley Park and Cave Creek
Wash. The Bag-A-Thon, which
started in 1986, is sponsored locally
by Phoenix Clean & Beautiful and
nationally by First Brands Corp. and
Keep America Beautiful Inc. More
than 800,000 Americans are expected
to participate this year in 105 cites
nationwide.

For more information, call262-4820.

EnVironmental Notebook is a Friday
feature of The Arizona Republic. Please
direct inquiries and information to
reporter Steve Yozwiak c/o The Ari

zona Republic, P.O. Box 1950, Phoenix, AZ 85001.

Environment
40,000 are expected
for volunteer cleanup

More than 40,000 Valley residents
are expected to volunteer for this
year's Bag-A.Thon neighborhood_
cleanup and recYcling program, which
runs from March 20 to May 10.

This year's targets inclUde cleanups

Floods considered worst ofcentury
The V.S. Geological Survey has

released a report describing the recent
flOOds in Arizona as "the Worst since
the tum of the century."

"Floods in Arizona, January 1993,"
was compiled, in part, from water
flow recordings transmitted via satel
lite that enabled the Geological
Survey to provide timely data to
manage water releases from statedams.

Water volume along portions of
Rillito Creek and the Verde, Little
Colorado and Gila rivers "were as
much as three times as large as floods
that have one chance in 100 of
OCCurring in any given year," thereport said.

• • •
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ila River flood warning
issued as storm moves in
By Carolyn Huffman
Tribune writer

The National Weather Service
Tuesday announced a flood warning
for most of the Gila River, affecting
the area from Coolidge Dam to
Painted Rock Dam, in anticipation of
the Pacific storm expected to hit the
Valley early today.

The area includes the towns of
Winkelman, Hayden, Kearny, Kelvin,
Florence, the Gila Indian Reserva
tion, and other spots downstream
from the junction of the Salt and Gila
rivers near Gila Bend.

Pinal County towns were bracing
for flooding and evacuation.

Coolidge Dam, which is about 80
miles southeast of Phoenix, was flow
ing at 4,000 cubic feet per second
Tuesday morning, and the water run
ning through its spillways was
expected to increase overnight to
10,000 cfs, said meteorologist Robert
Wilt.

The flow was expected to reach
25,000 to 30,000 cfs by Friday, and
levels along the Gila were expected to
rise over the next few days, he said.
The increased water was not

expected to reach Painted Rock for • In Pinal County, sandbags are
several days. available at numerous locations; call

Flows were to be higher than nor- the public works department at 868-
mal through next week. 6411 for listings.

Meanwhile, the Mesa Fire Depart- The Pinal County Public Works
ment added a station to its sources for Department encouraged residents
sandbags and sand, said spokesman Tuesday to be prepared to evacuate,
Tom Wright. and a hotline was established for

East Valley residents now can pick round-the-dock flood updates at 868
up the free items at station 11 at 2130 6963.
N. Horne, just north of McKellips Road closure information for Pinal
Road. Other locations for sand and County is available by calling 868
sandbags include: 6964. Officials announced that relief

• Mesa Fire Station 4, 1426 S. and evacuation centers have been set
Extension Road. up along the Gila; locations are avail-

• Mesa Service Center, 300 E. able by calling 868-6411.
Sixth St.

• Fire Station 5, 730 S. Greenfield The record amount of rain this
Road. month has led to the highest level of

• Fire Station 8, 4530 E. McKel-' water ever noted in at least one reser-
lips Road. voir, county officials said

• Fire Station 9, 7035 E. Southern The normally dry Cave Buttes
Ave. Dam in north central Phoenix, built in

• East Mesa Service Center, 711 1979, now holds more than 17,000
N. Power Road. acre feet of water - more than 5

• Gilbert Public Works Depart- billion gallons. The water would likely
ment, 525 N. Lindsay Road. have overflowed the old Cave Creek

• Tempe Fire Stations 71 and 74, Dam that Cave Buttes replaced,
1000 E. University Drive and 300 E. according to the Flood Control Dis-
Elliot Road. triet of Maricopa County.
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State of en

Flooding's toll
- .
on enVIronment
may cost millions

•

•

By Chris Coppola
Tribune writer

State lawmakers, already nervous
about another budget that threatens
many state programs, found little
comfort Thursday when a top state
official predicted the environmental
aftermath of flooding throughout the
state will cost millions.

Still uncertain, however, was
exactly who would bear the brunt of
those costs, said Ed Fox, director of
the Arizona Department of Environ
mental Quality.

While attention locally has focused
on the trash being washed into the
Salt River from the Tri-City Landfill,
other cleanup problems may be
worse, Fox said.

"This is one of many problems in
the state, and maybe not the· worst,"
he told the House Environment Com
mittee during Thursday'S hearing.
The situation in Winkelman, where
Gila River flooding has forced evacu
ation of the community, also may
leave a significant environmental
mess, he said.

"There is no question, by the time

we are done, it's going to be millions
of dollars," Fox said.

Fox did not attempt to downplay
the situation along the Salt, telling
committee members the department
"has been concerned about the land
fill for 20 years."

He also cited an article in Thurs
day's Tribune, which reported that
the state had predicted a washout of
trash four years ago, but cities using
the dump apparently failed to react
to the warning.

That raised eyebrows from several
legislators.

"I wondered why we're still allow
ing this (landfill) to be used," said
freshman Rep. Richard Kyle,
R-Phoenix.

Committee chairwoman Rep. Sue.
Grcrce, R-Phoenix, said she expects
her panel will begin work on a bill
next week that would bar ~na
communities from using any landfill
that is not up to federal standards, as
is the case with Tri-City, which is out
side state jurisdiction on the Salt
River Pima-Maricopa Indian Com
munity.

•
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into the lake behind the dam at a rate of
60,000 cfs Monday afternoon.

"We have quite a capacity for storage,"
he said.

Chuck Morfoot, an Interior Department
spokesman, . said the release was the
greatest amount of water that has flowed
through the dam. "The only other time
they released water was in 1983, when
they released 5,000 cfs," he said. "They've
never seen anything like this before."

I

shelter in a school gymnasium to provide
food and housing.. Some evacuees are
staying there, while others have moved in
with relatives or into motels.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers built
a dike on the river to handle a less
powerful flood about 10 years ago. It isn't
helping now.

"It (the water) was over that, no
problem," Barron said.

Officials anticipate that at the worst,
the water could rise to the edge of the
state highway that divides the higher and
lower sections of the town. Barron said no
.one knows what to expect.

"There's nothing to build assumptions
on," he said. "They've never had nothing
like this in the past."

The dam is on the San Carlos Indian
Reservation. It was designed, built and is
run by the Bureau of Indian Affairs. The
Bureau of Reclamation is managing safety
improvements to the dam.

The Interior Department said in 1989
that Coolidge Dam was the most danger
ous federal dam in the country.

"There is absolutely no danger of the
dam failing," BIA engineer Ken Clouser
said. "The spillway capacity is 120,000
cfs."

Clouser said the dam is saving the
towns in the path of the water from an
even greater deluge. Water was flowing

community downstream from the dam.
''I'm all nerves right now," Mayor

Arnold Ortiz said Monday night.
Officials estimated that water was

flowing through the spillways at 10,000
cubic feet per second early today. That
was expecteq to increase gradually to a
peak of 25,000 to 30,000 cfs by noon
Wednesday.

Sandbagging and other efforts to divert
the water have failed. All Winkelman can
do is wait.

"I tell my people here to prepare for the
worst and hope it doesn't happen," Ortiz
said.

About 150 houses were flooded in The
Flats, a low area near the river. Ortiz said
250 to 300 people were evacuated.

Others have been put on notice that the
higher water could reach their houses,
and some are moving property - and
themselves - out of the water's path.

The Gila County Sheriffs Office is one
of several agencies helping residents.
Chief Deputy Charles Barron said Monday
that the town hasn't panicked, and no one
has been injured in the flooding.

"The people know it's coming," he said.
"It's bothering them some. It's their
homes being affected. But it's inevitable.
We'll just see what we get, and when it's
over we'll clean it up."

The Red Cross set up an emergency

CORRECTIONS
'& CLARIFICATIONS

By Glen Creno and Alfredo Azula
THE PHOENIX GAZETTE

THE PHOENIX GAZETTE is commit
ted to fairness and accuracy in its
presentation of news. If you have a
question or comment about our coverage,
or if you want to correct a factual error,
please call Managing Editor Janet C.
Leach,271-8608.

FO.r flooded Winkelman, the worst is yet to com
Gila rising rapidly;
releases set record

, The southeast Arizona mining town of
Winkelman is partially under water, and
the Gila River is just getting warmed up.

A section of town known as The Flats is
'overrun with water from storms that
caused flooding' and other water-related
{:haos throughout the state. A break in the
,weather Monday merely gave the 600 or
so residents of Winkelman time to catch a
breath before the big water hits town.

The Gila has risen so quickly; that the
'federal government was forced to open the
spillways at Coolidge Dam on Monday.
The flow is expected to take 10 hours to
reach beleaguered Winkelman, the first

• • •
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James Seamans
Phoenix
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Stopping the floods
Devastating floods in the Salt River can be

completely prevented by good management of
the water resources. Poor management by the
Salt River Project has brought us the floods of
1978,1980 and 1993. Some $65 million in
damage was caused in 1980 alone.

Until the people insist on good management,
the floods are likely to continue to occur. The
best prevention is the use of groundwater
recharge, a process by which water is allowed
to seep into the ground through a sandy soil. An
excellent area for recharge is the Salt River
bed in north Mesa. Laws are now in place to
permit the use of this technique, which has been
known and used for decades.

Not only do the floods cause needless, severe
damage to roads, bridges and homes, but enor
mous amounts of water are wasted. A 150,000
cubic-feet-per-second volume of water could, in
less than four days, supply the needs of all the
Valley cities for a whole year. The waste is
colossal.

The Salt River Project should be controlled
by the people. Statutes deny representation to
415,000 of its electrical power users. State
officials tend to duck and will often refer you to
the federal government when the SRP is
mentioned. It is, however, the state which must
act, and only the people can make the state act.

Politicians don't like to deal with powerful
organizations and will do nothing unless the
people insist. There are many pieces of
incorrect information floating around. Do not
be thrown off the trail by one of them. The
problem can be solved.



liA4ls IRI!3UAJC /~fB. to (?13
j

ASU, Mesa schools stop using landfill

•

By Patricia Likens
Tribune writer

Two agencies have pulled out of the Tri
City Landfill after learning that they had con
tinued to dump there despite problems
caused when flooding washed sq.me of the
garbage into the Salt River.

Most of the trash taken to the landfill by
those agencies was landscaping and construc
tion debris, according to officials from the
Mesa Unified School District and Arizona
State University.

Val Peterson, director of facilities manage
ment for ASU, said because of budget con
straints and the fact the landfill is scheduled
to close in October, the university will not
renew its contract with Tri-city in the
spring.

"We've recognized the need for an alterna
tive source," Peterson said.

The university also has a contract with
Waste Management, a solid-waste disposal
company, to dispose of the majority of debris
from construction projects on campus.

Mesa school officials said the district
stopped taking its trash to Tri-city last week.

"If someone would have come to me last
July and said, 'Do you know you're dumping
in a landfill that could be flooded?' we would
have stopped then," said Chuck Essigs, assis
tant superintendent for business services.

Scottsdale Memorial Hospital and Scotts
dale Community College use BFI, a waste
management company, to haul their trash to
Tri-city. Hospital officials are renegotiating
their contract, which expires this spring.

"We don't know who well go with, but (the
floods) may have some bearing on our deci-

•

sion," said Jim Borowiak, manager of the
hospital's housekeeping services.

Althea Long, spokeswoman for Scottsdale
Community College, said sec has no plans to
discontinue use of TrioCity.

Mesa Community College has used the
landfill to dispose of about a ton of tree trim
mings from the campus in the last six to
seven months, said spokesman Dave Irwin.

"We'd prefer there to be a better safe
guarded way of disposing, but those are issues
dealt with through our contractor," he said.

So far, the cities of Tempe and Scottsdale
stopped using the landfill. Maricopa County
Flood Control Flood District, Arizona Depart
ment of Transportation, Laidlaw Waste Sys
tems, ASU and Mesa schools have followed
suit, while Mesa and the towns of Gilbert and
Fountain Hills are continuing to use it

2-'-{p--q~
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Blame for Gila flooding countered
By Steve Yozwiak
The Arizona Republic

Environmentalists and state biolo
gists were up in arms Monday over

- statements by farmers flooded by the
Gila River that environmental con
cerns had led to their current woes.

Some environmentalists suggested
that the federal government buyout
the farmers of the Wellton-Mohawk
Irrigation and Drainage District and

+end a.n environmentally destructive
operatIOn.

"You're looking at the most mas
sively subsidized irrigation district in
the world," said Dick Todd, a retired
state Game and Fish Department
biologist who spent much of his
24-year career studying the endan
gered Yuma clapper rail.

Gila River farmers in recent days
blamed the lack of adequate flood
control on environmentalists' desire to
protect the bird. However, Todd said,
many flood-control projects were
stopped not because of the clapper
rail, but because they were not
cost-effective.

The district exists, he said, because
of hundreds of millions of dollars in
federal projects, including flood con
trol from the Painted Rock Dam near
Gila Bend, 300 miles of canals that
bring Colorado River water from
Imperial Dam, drainage channels and
wells that take salty irrigation water
back to the Colorado River, and a
desalination plant near Yuma that
improves the water quality of the
Colorado before what's left of it is
released across the border to Mexico.

"The real reason (for flooding) is
that they've moved their farmland
right up to the edge of the channel,"
Todd said.

"They have themselves to blame, in
large measure, for the current mess."

Rory Aikens, spokesman for the
Game and Fish Department, agreed.

• "It (flooding) has nothing to do

with environmental politics," he said.
Adding flood-control projects "just
wasn't cost-effective."

"You want somebody to blame, but
that's way off the mark," Aikens'said
of blaming environmentalists.

One project in the 1970s would
have allowed the lower Gila to receive
up to 50,000 cubic feet of water per
second without flooding. That project
easily would have handled the 25,000
efs of water now overflowing Painted
Rock Dam.

Anne Cannon, a spokeswoman for
the Army Corps of Engineers, said
that not only were there environmen
tal concerns, but that the $30.6 mil
lion project was not built because
there was no local sponsor willing to
pony up $700,000 in matching costs,
and the corps decided it was not cost
effec;tive.

The project would have protected
only an estimated 47,000 acres of
agricultural land from flooding expec
ted only once every 100 to 200 years,
Cannon said.

Meanwhile, a smaller channeliza
tion project designed to handle up to
10,000 cfs was undertaken after floods
in 1983, which produced flows of only
4,500 cfs past Painted Rock Dam.

According to a July 1984 environ
mental assessment by the Bureau of
Reclamation, that 60-mile project was
expected to produce no environmental
damage.

"The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
has determined that the project would
not jeopardize the endangered Yuma
clapper rail," the assessment said.

Harold Pritchett, assistant project
manager for the Bureau of Reclama
tion, said his agency's portion of the
project was finished in 1989, but the
Wellton portion of the project remains
unfinished.

"To my knowledge, they were able
to resolve all the environmental
issues," Pritchett said. "I'm not aw

of any features that were stopped
because of environmental concerns."

Todd said he believes that much of
the current flooding could have been
avoided if the Corps of Engineers had
released more water from Painted
Rock Dam earlier in January.

Cannon said the corps did not
release more than 5,000 cfs before
Jan. 19, two weeks after ,heavy rains

AR)2oN
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began pounding the state.
Todd said he believes that if the

corps had released more water sooner,
there would be enough capacity
behind Painted Rock Dam to prevent
much of the flooding.

Cannon, however, said corps offi
cials had no idea in January that the
state receive as much precipitation as
it has.
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Flood's dangerous legacy

Sean Openshaw/The Arizona Republic t-
Medical waste has been found along the Salt River in the wake of last month's
flooding. On Friday, carpenters Terry Heffner and Mike Nelson discovered
syringes, tubing and more, which may have been washed from the Tri-City
Landfill. John Godec of the state Department of Environmental Quality said it
is unknown what will be done with the waste.-



• In parts ofTucson,
flood-isolated homes
just a copter hop away

•

•

By Keith Rosenbloom
The Arizona Republic

TUCSON - A $50 fare for a
couple of miles home may strike some
as sky-high.

But when the lift takes the
passenger about 500 feet off the
ground - with views surpassing even
those from the best of limos - who's
to complain?

Apparently not the hundreds of
people who have chosen to plunk
down the money and avoid another
night in a hotel or on someone's floor.

Meet Don Hildebrand and his
pilots at Southwest Helicopters Inc.

Southwest, Tucson's only commer
cial helicopter service, has ferried at
least 300 people to and from the
northeastern part of the city, which
has been isolated by a raging wash
since late Thursday.

"I figured we'd cross 30 or 40
people, and the next thing I knew, we
had lines of people waiting two hours
to get a ride," Hildebrand said.

"These rains have given us a
boost."

The 12-year-old company, normally
based at Tucson International Air
port, has been providing boosts of its
qwn in four Bell Jet Ranger helicop
ters, taking off from a parking lot of
the Hilton East Hotel.

The Hilton, the nearest hotel to the
Agua Caliente and Tanque Verde
washes, also has benefited from the
rains. After being virtually empty on
Thursday, it was three-quarters full
Saturday.

The copters, which can transport a
pilot and four passengers, fly to a
patch of "relatively dry" soil on Fort
Lowell Road between Soldiers Trail
and Wentworth Road, said Mitch
Cloutier, an employee of Southwest.

"People had parked in all the best
spots for a helicopter to land," he
added.

At the end of their flight, passen
gers meet up with their relatives,
bosses or horses.

"The area that's cut off is pretty
affiuent, and that has been to our
benefit," Hildebrand said.

Southwest said it will continue to

make its five-minute flights available
until traffic is restored on Tanque
Verde Street, which has been flooded
by the Agua Caliente. Pima County
officials said it probably will be
Monday before vehicle traffic re
sumes, assuming that no more rain
falls. However, the forecast calls for
more rain today.

Among those flying Saturday were
dozens of residents of exclusive Forty
Niner Country Club. But not all those
using the copter service were
well-to-do.

Laura Penland, a worker at PHH
Home Equity, had been housesitting
before she became stranded Thursday
night. She was returning to feed two
Rottweilers and a Norwegian elk
hound that hadn't eaten since Thurs
day morning.

"I don't think they'll be in a very
good mood," she said.

Margaret Crabtree, a part-time
worker at Beaudry Motor Co., was
returning to her child and parents.
Forewarned that food was in short
supply, she carried a bag of groceries.

"I heard people complain that $50
was a lot of money to get back home,"
she said. "I don't know what all the
fuss is about. It seems like a perfectly
reasonable cost."

It may not have been an ideal day I
for golfing, but the Forty Niner .
wanted to be sure the course is ready
soon. On one midday flight were Nick
Papanikolas, manager of the golf
course; Steve Counts, its lead me
chanic; and Rick Hornfeck, assistant
golf pro.

Southwest started its rescues
Thursday night, when it lifted 80
executives of Scott Paper Co. over a
wash near Oro Valley. The group had
been visiting a ranch as part of its stay
at the Westin La Paloma resort.

The company also was planning a
special cargo flight Saturday after
noon for that ubiquitous Arizona
institution, Circle K.

The lone Circle K food store in the I

area isolated by the floods was "just
about out of everything," Hildebrand
said.

The Arizona Republic Sunday, January 10, 1993



•
ater flow from m may have peaked

Flooding could worsen
on Gila; 1 bridge open

WELLTON (AP) - Only one bridge
across the lowel' Gila River remained open
today as water from an overflowing
reservoir washed across much of the
nation's winter vegetable crop and into
homes.

However, the flow of water over the
spillway of Painted Rock Dam appeared to

ha\'e peaked Sunday, according to the
Army Corps of Engineers.

The normally dry river, fed by record
winter rain and snow across much of the
state, has forced more than 1,600 people
from their homes in southwestern Ari
zona.

The U.S. 95 bridge across the Gila near
Yuma was the only one of nine bridges
between the dam and Yuma that re
mained open today, said Bart Freeman, a

state emergency services official working
in Yuma. The closure of the others has
nearly isolated the northern part of the
county. The Gila flows into the Colorado
River at Yuma.

The Corps of Engineers had expected
the flow over the spillway at Painted Rock
Dam, about 90 miles east of Yuma, to
crest at 30,000 to 32,000 cubic feet per
second by midweek.

See BFLOOD, Page A10

FLOOD
From A1

But .Jim Lafrenaye, at the corps'
Phoemx office, said the flow ap
peared to have peaked at 25580
cfs Sunday morning. '

Flooding could worsen down
stream because it takes water from
the dam about five days to reach
the Colorado, Freeman said.

Although the flood might not be
as deep as expected, the same
amount of land may be covered by
w~~er, water experts said.

It ~oesn't really matter if the
water IS 1 feet deep or 3 feet deep"

-SaId Hank Green, Yuma County
e~erg~ncy services director. "It's
stIll gom.g to do a lot of damage."

He sald a "significant number"
of fields in the Mohawk Valley
went under water late Saturday
and early Sunday.

•

.The bridges in the lower Gila
Rlver Valley, between the dam
and Yuma, are expected to be
closed fo: the next two months.
Green sald some of the crossings
are not .e~pected to reopen until
Thanksgwmg, assuming they with
stand the force of the water.

Residents downstream from the
dam h~ve spent more than a week·
prepanng for the flooding.

Yuma County produces 75 per
cent of the nation's iceberg lettuce
as well as a good portion of its
b~occoli, cauliflower and other
wmter vegetables.
. Most of those.crops are growing
III fields straddlmg the Gila River
through the 70-mile-Iong valley.

The harvest began only about a
week ago, and an estimated 70 to
80 percent of the crop remains in
the field.

IV) r<c.l-\ I 1993
/



Page 2 Friday, March 12, 1993 . STATE PRESS

By S. TALBOTT SMITH
STATE PRESS

While Tempe finished cleanup efforts on
the garbage-strewn banks of the Salt River
Friday, the landfill in which the problems
originated will be closed and moved.

Jim Jones, Tempe public works director,
said the nine-day cleanup, which netted 344
tons of garbage, went smoothly despite haz
ardous waste problems.

'Jones said medical waste found along the
banks of the river was collected and disposed
of by a hazardous waste team from the Tempe
Fire Department in conjunction with BPI Inc.,
a waste disposal company. Jones was uncer
tain how much medical waste was removed
fom the river.

He said non-hazardous waste was trans
ported to Butterfield Landfill by the Waste
Management Company at $19 per ton, costing
a total of more than $6,500. The cost of the
cleanup itself, which includes the cost of
labor and equipment used on the banks of the
river, was not available, Jones said.

Jones said the city will seek reimburse
ment for expenses incurred in the cleanup,
likely from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency.

The agency, which declared an area
extending from the White Mountains in the
east to Yuma in the west a disaster area as a

. result of flood and subsequent landfill waste
problems, is expected to review applications
for reimbursement later this spring, Jones
said.

The garbage ended up on·the banks of the

•

river in Tempe and Phoenix after heavy win
ter rains forced Salt River Project officials to
release large amounts of water from upstream
dams.

The rising floQd waters eroded a portion of
the Tri-City Landfill, which is located at the
intersection of McDowell Road and the
Beeline Highway on the Salt River Pima·
Maricopa Indian Reservation, east of Tempe.
The Indian community manages the landfill.

Landfill officials announced the closure of
the garbage dump last week, adding that it
will be re-opened at another location.

Jones said the city will not seek reimburse
ment from the cash-strapped Indian communi
ty, saying that it would be a "fruitless effort."

In the past, Tempe used the Tri-City land
fill for its household garbage disposal until
worries over whether the landfill could stand
up to a heavy flooding forced the city last
year to select Butterfield Landfill as its cur
rent waste site. Mesa and Scottsdale contin
ued to use the landfill despite those concerns,
although Scottsdale officials switched land
fills after the recent flood mishap. Mesa city'
officials continue to use Tri-City and plan to
move dumping to the new site when it opens.

Tri-City's per-ton dumping rates were con
siderably lower than rates offered by
Butterfield and other area landfills. After
moving to Butterfield Landfill, municipal
garbage removal rates rose in Tempe as a
result of those increased dumping rates.

Tri-City's rates currently stand at $14 per
ton, but were several dollars cheaper when
Tempe was forced to choose another site,
according to Frank Mertley, community man
ager for the Indian enclave.

Mertley said rates will increase again once
the facility moves to its new location, set for
the area at the junction of the Beeline
Highway, Gilbert Road and the Arizona Canal

Richard Komurek/State Press

Cleanup crews have cleared the trash caused
by recent flooding from the banks of the Salt
River, but have yet to reach areas in the mid
dle of the waterway, such as this one near the
Second Mill Avenue Bridge. The bridge was
severely damaged by the floods.

north of Mesa. Mertley said the new landfill,
which is one-half mile outside of the Salt's
100-year fl.ood plain, will conform to all
Environmental Protection Agency regula
tions.

Mertley said the old landfill will be
closed by October, a requirement set by the
EPA for all unprotected, old-type landfills.
Mertley said the closure had little to do with
the flooding.

•

Further measures will be taken at the old
landfill site once it is closed to protect it from
any future floods. Mertley said a "hard bank"
will be built around the landfill's exposed
edge and a two~foot cap will bury the dump to
facilitate plant growth, which will help break
the landfill down over the years and prevent it
from becoming an eyesore.

Jones said Tempe has a three-year contract
with Butterfield, which expires in Dec. 1995.
He said the city will reconsider using the new
Tri-City site when the Butterfield contract
expires.

The banks of the river are expected to
remain clear, Jones said, unless the state's
weather takes a turn for the worse as it did in
December and January with the heavy rains.
If that should happen, flows through the Salt
would have to reach virtual catastrophic pro
portions before more trash could escape the
landfill.

Tri-City landfill officials said a newly-con
structed dike can withstand river flows of
more than 100,000 cubic feet per second
(CFS). Currently, 14,500 CFS is flowing in
the Salt as it makes its way past the landfill
and through Tempe.

Flows at the height of flooding in January
reached 124,000 CFS, but are not expected to
reach that level again even as melting snows
from the eastern part of the state make their
way westward into metro Phoenix this spring,
according to a SRP spokesman John Egan.

Egan said flows at their maximum will
likely not exceed 60,000 CFS, and will only
reach that level if a major tropical storm
dumps warm rains on snows in eastern
Arizona. Odds are, he said, that the snows
will melt slowly and flows will remain at
around 5,000 to 15,000 CFS. He said flows
will continue for at least a month.

••
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Fears about dam spur water release
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By Mike Padgett
THE PHOENIX GAZETIE

Lake Pleasant has nearly dou
bled in size because of recent
heavy rains, forcing federal engi
neers worried about the lake's
untested dam to release water into
the Agua Fria River.

The release started Sunday be
cause runoff from recent storms
was filling the lake faster than
planned. .

+ Today, engineers were to study
the runoff' entering the lake to
decide whether to stop the re
leases.

Chuck Morfoot, spokesman for

the Bureau of Reclamation, said
that while bureau engineers in
Denver are not concerned about
the New Waddell Dam's safety,
they are worried about the lake
filling faster than planned.

The dam was completed in
October. It replaced the Waddell
Dam, built in 1927 as part of an
irrigation district.

The new dam was built by the
bureau as a storage facility for
water from the Central Arizona
Project.

Engineers planned to fill the
lake slowly this winter with water
from the CAP canal, a 335-mile
long canal that pumps water into

central Arizona from the Colorado
River.

"The design was to fill it up to a
certain level and watch it for a
while, and then fill it to a higher
level and watch that for a while,"
said Robert Herring, regional su
perintendent of the Maricopa
County Parks and Recreation De
partment.

"We were going to fill it at the
rate of a foot a day," Morfoot said.
"Instead, we were filling up at a
foot an hour."

The releases forced the closing
of crossings at Northern Avenue
and Rose Garden Lane, Morfoot
said.

•

contract, Crandall said.
Drinkwater said Scottsdale is

paying that fee, which is to help
pay for closing the landfill in
October and designing a new one.
Re also said he disagreed with his
city staffs recommendation to stop
dumping at Tri-City, but went
along with it anyway.

"This is the first I've heard of
it," Tempe Public Works Director
Jim Jones said of the $6.05 fee.
"When we stopped dumping there,
we stopped paying them."

Jones also said Tempe recently
signed a three-year contract to
dump its garbage at Waste Man
agement's private landfill.

By Anthony Sommer
and Steve Cheseborough
THE PHOENIX GAZE1TE

~e~a still hauling • LANDFILL From 81
city S garbage Reservation north of Mesa. cities of violating numerous fed-

to flooded dump Tons of buried garbage have eral environmental laws.
. . been swept downstream by heavy Tempe stopped using the land-

water flows in the Salt River. Salt fill last year, and Scottsdale de
River Pima-Maricopa Indian Com- cided Friday to stop sending its
munity officials insist there are no trash there, at least temporarily.
toxic wastes or health hazards in Mesa City Manager C.R. Luster
that material. said his city could change to

Don't Waste Arizona and the another dump site "within a day
Southwest Environmental Group or two, if that were necessary or
disagree. On Tuesday, they asked desirable. But I'd hate to see us
U.S. District Judge Earl Carroll to rush into something. I think we
issue a temporary restraining or- could stub our toe easily."
der blocking Mesa from using the Switching to the county's Queen
landfill. . Creek Landfill would cost the city

Attorneys for the groups and the an additional $3.3 million a year,
tribe told Carroll late Tuesday that above the $13.8 million it spends
they were close to a settlement on hauling waste to Tri-City, Crandall
the restraining order. The judge said. He said other options would
ordered them to return at 3 p.m. be even more costly.
today. In addition, the city would

A settlement would not affect a continue to owe the Indian com
lawsuit filed Jan. 12 that accuses munity $6.05 a ton for not dump-
the Indian community and tha ing at Tri-City, according to its

MESA - Ignoring a potential court
order to stop, city officials decided Tues
day to continue dumping in the partially
flooded Tri-City Landfill.

"Where we're tipping now is nowhere
near the river's edge. I don't anticipate
that washing away," said Mayor Willie
Wong, who visited the landfill last week.

Meanwhile, Scottsdale Mayor Herb
Drinkwater said his city might resume
dumping at Tri-City if there is no court
order against it.-

Wong and the rest of the City Council
accepted Public Works Director Bruce
Crandall's recommendation to keep dump
ing at Tri-City, on the Salt River Indian

See _ LANDFILL, Page 82
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. . -tion would not have been possible because Had the group found hazardous materi-
Shane said he walked out on ~ ~ike 8?d it would have been too dangerous." , als leaking into the river, the EPA was

l~okedt·back. at,the 'eroded landfIll WIth State' Department' of Environ.mental poised to ~egin an i~mediat~ cleanup of
bmoculars. ,." Quality' officials said they remam con- the landfill and flver usmg up to

"Based on my experience and my years cerned about what may have leaked into $2 million iniederal Superfund money.
of insp.ecting m!1nic}pal-l?lldfIl!:s, what..I the river during the past few weeks of· The EPA'would have sought reimburse
saw. w~·.D;2th4Ig ~oci~ted wIth'con~-, flooc4Pg.' . . ~m.ent b~' the 'la~dfill's 0:vners, the ~alt
n8:tIOn.;,?~.even. house~old ~arbage, he Betsy Westell, man~ger ?f the depart- :RIver. PlIDa-~a~lCopa IndIan Co~umty,
saId.!~.~-.. . .;;:... ;"'~K'"-" +,~ ;.,", -, ment's solid waste UnIt, SaId the agency and Its mUnICIpal customers m recent

~·Hlooke.d ov~r the .e~.tire;face ,of the sent 'its inspectors to; take water saII.1PI~s .years, ~cluding Mesa, Scottsdale. and
landfill usmg bmoculars.. I couldn t even. downstream. Results are expected "'1thm Tempe.' _
fmd'a ~Mo~ Palltt .!: r.::'! '. ; > • • ,I. .. 'two weeks. .; ,-', Environmentalists long have been con-

Shane, SaId he did see tons of construc- Soil samples are expected to be taken cerned about the safety of the landfill
tion .debris, wood, cardboar,g~~d' concrete once waterlevels drop. ".because of its vulnerability to floods and
-'. materials; the land(l,ij.!~?o:wne~s h~ye "Since we've never had a handle on because 'it is believed to have ~ccepted

~'sai~ i were. ':J-S:d: ·to
ii

Pr:9.te9t 'sectIOns tof ;'what went through those gates, w: have to .hazardous industrial. waste dunng the
. tYPlCal~m~c~p~, garbage fr~m flood~~- -say it could have been everything from )970s, when ~h~ practIce. was legal.

ters.
f
'" 'if, I) ,'H- .:' I ~'-if>··. .' . cardboard to hazardous waste," Westell The EPA IS m the mlC1st of a yearlong

"!twas' my opiniont.t~hat collectmg 'said. "We have to be concerned." .study of the landfill'to determine ,:"hether
'~ater and waste. sample~ was not ne<:es- Even if hazardous waste spilled from 'it should be listed as a Superfund SIte.
sary since.allJ:fo~d.~~~;~as~~nstructIOn the landfIll, she said, the potential threat
debris~:,';Sh~.e, ~aI~." I~~~~IOn.' collec- . to public health or the. envir?1?-r,nent I,Ilay
"-l", ; ,. ,1.;;.-(, ',. ': . I ,(,,:. -:l be small. . . .

r"-r-.."""'r",rvT"\Tr'''ftTr"\ -- "My feeling is there's enough soil and
~on-hazardous waste. that whatever went
'downstream is probably diluted to very
.small concentrations," she said.

The emergency response team sent by
.the EPA included Shane; a member of the
U.S. Coast Guard's Pacific Strike Team,
which specializes in oil and hazardous
waste problems; two inspectors under
contract with the EPA; and an emergency
response coordinator with DEQ. ~
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trh~yfJ~~~~~~~fl~;l~~~~IfJ~:~~~~~~j ~ .".'" . ~'" .... .'.» .,"','"" ~.i").'· .'M ."'" . "T'" ,~, , .•' 10>. .}~'or the enVl"ronment .,'<;;., ••. ~... ,'<;;.~., ., .~., .It.. i' ',?'-" '. • .""
~." · 1.·,. ~ ',~ _ , ~:;..~:'- ~-:'.:-:::,!"./~# ~ ' .. ; ,. ,

~7Dan·~Shane~:';~-~~?~?f.din~:toj,.~y1it~';·tQe :;'i I' j

f'pIi's.;..~~ ..~Fg.E)J19,Y~fr~~gq9~~.-'~~~~rr..:; ~~id;,. ...;j. I
;M~mda.~ ~:~~~at f~erod~~g ;:~b.~~~}'a~q.!:'hI~~:~j 1".)
~~f.l.ter.)-R/~H:e,; ..§al.t:.~~I~~r ~i1J.l~d~. )JJ, .~q~ ;;} ..
~g~lfg.er9~S,.~~)A~¥-~;;JVate;7 -:.~IJ,~ i' g~r.ba~~.) g
~~_a~p~e~AlfPp.!UI:_la~.~~~~;t to,t~~ s~te.: --.\ [I.
. rEPA·. spokesman" DaVld"SchmIdt told "~: ~
;~TJie-:.Pll(ienii>·9¥.'~~te ~>~A)~n':: 1.3 ;·that.:-' II
,testing had been:done, -and that :results ',': I.;

.showed >'no -hazardous':;materials"~'were ", ~

:)~aking~nt<? ~~~ ~i;lln~~*~!i~i i-ive(; ~~ :: ::';:~:~ 'I

;f.•. Schffildt ·saJ.d~Monday ,that he,couldn1t ;
ported. ::~'I ,just got ..: ~J

word that !).is : (Shane's) '- mspection' re~ -:.,:~
vealed nO):l~a~d.9.11~:Y'~~,";.,Schmi.~tsai~·:' ~':''':ill

Shane said 'the'saIrie' c·onclusionabout ... )1 1
.:.the ~ian¥iG€~1W~ly·-e.~en· if testi~ghad. ,.'f, 1'·
-been conducted.:1:,r.;.i:.:!i '" ;; .' '.' : -" ' .. --. . ~ ',>,~

---,---; --: .'--:'::-7:·~See- • LANDFILL, Page A,~ .:~ ,

• >. __ ... _ __ ,. .'; ~:::.1
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POWERFUL FORCE-Both spillways at. the Coolidge
_Dam pour water Into the swol-

len Gila River Thursday posing a new flood threat 20 miles down
stream in the town of Winkelman, Ariz., where an entire area

e

The Associated Press

remains under water. About 350 people have been evacuated
from the riverside community. Engineers are confident the
63-year-old dam will hold. The 250-foot-high dam Is in a Gila
River canyon 80 miles southeast of Phoenix in a mining region.
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Easy targets

Tri-City landfill and the Indians
the river now seem to have been
vastly exaggerated.

The Indians agreed to limit
dumping outside the flood plain as
well as to the installation of a mesh
fence and on-site inspections by
environmental groups.

The Indians also completed con
struction of a dike that now wraps
around the weakened corner of
the landfill, an awesome con
struction project that was accom
plished in a matter of days.

As if to prove the point of
exaggeration, one spokesman for
the environmentalists said, "We've
protected health and the environ
ment," following the agreement
that was presented in court. If
health and environment can be
protected by a dike and wire
mesh, one has to puzzle over the
degree of hazard in the first place.

But the confrontation is far from
over. Legitimate concerns about
unhealthy materials leaching into
the river remain valid.

Another lawsuit awaits the In
dian community and its customers,
the cities of Mesa, Scottsdale and
Tempe, as environmentalists seek
to force payment of cleanup from
this year's flood damage.

Again, Ivan Makil: "When the
river flow drops enough to allow
the cleanup process to begin, I can
assure everyone that we will
certainly do our part to play an
active role in cleaning up the
debris. We'll act responsibly.
We'Je always tried to."

With this reasonable approach,
with the landfill being relocated to
a safer site, the Salt River Pima
Maricopa Indian Community ought
to be remembered not as an easy
target, but as an easy ally in
helping save part of a river we all
share.

L
ike many environmental
stories today that dramati
cally make their way into the

news pages and onto television
screens, the story of the Salt River
Pima-Maricopa Indian Communi
ty's Tri-City landfill and its erosion
into the Salt River is not quite the
"public-health horror" originally
portrayed.

Yes, garbage from the landfill
washed into the river and cast itself
ashore downstream. Yes, this was
not a good thing. Yes, there is
enough blame for all to share.

Ivan Makil, president of the
Indian community, admits, "If we
had it to do all over again, we
would certainly have thought
twice about the whole issue,
especially the placement of the
landfill ... When we got into this
business, there were numerous
other landfills and dumping areas
being operated along the river.
Some are now EPA Superfund
sites. No one knew what we know
now."

What we do know now, after
the floods, is that politicians and
bureaucrats have registered their
continuing concern and the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers and the
Environmental Protection Agency
have recorded their continuing
consternation.

But the Indian community seems
to have been the easy target for
most of the posturing politicians
and blustering bureaucrats, who
are always eager to point the finger
of blame in an effort to cover the
deficiencies in their own offices.

Not only was the public health
not threatened by what turns out
to have been mostly construction
debris from the landfill, those
dizzying estimates of the amount
of garbage that were carried into

Let the record
show that the

Salt River Indian
community is

working hard to
rectify the

problems at the
Tri-City landfill.

~f\~Nlk {A2£1T7::
fEB I ( ) \q93
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.:. Tribe's' fmU-'confrOf
0'" fan~df(lr<pla'ri's~~;:;~~/
·wor.rie~s·f:ihe:···s'ta:te'~', .
~ .' .' : . .;~ ~',,'~' ,,' . ; :' -:" ',-' ...
By David Hoye ". I·i.',. " ~.N' " ,:.1 ,.. \
THE PHOENIX GAZETTE· ..· .. ,.' .'

The' S~lt Ri4~r ~ilii'a-Mancopa·}Indian
Commumty, doggedrfor-years by a landfIll
that keeps pollutiri.i the Salt'River, plans'
to open a dump that will escape federal
inspection. . .~. ',. '. " ,

Triballe'aders sa~the landfill wili meet
all federal regulations; but, tneyadmit
there is no proviSion for' the. federal
Environmental Protection Agency to in~

spect or issue an operating permit for the
facility. - , .
. State, county and local govern~'ents

. have no jurisdiction over the tribe... '
: "They could, if they wanted to, build
and operate the landfJ.1l;without discuss
ing anything with tis".'l said Jim Vreeland,
a,: ~olid waste., expert .:~!~.;the·~ EPA's I.' ; .\:.'::':\ .;"':" ;.,~;" ,.~ .!'~ ".. ;':·\\ir"·';lf/)·~":;~·".:'!.~::N;}"~·)"t4~"'·,:'~;-:-·'f j;,i~'f;{~~Ntf~~~R,~:\:U:;¥i;'\~;;~,'\'1·:~.;;)·;;,ei.J;;',%,!!1tr~7~t\·.·,.::~'v:.~~" .." .

" re~~n~l~~~ ~:~~~~iu ~~c~~ti~ I:' '. ~i:'~:'~;~;~~l;~i;i">\·l.~~~J~ :~~~~(';~~#~i~¥:~~;!'~£~~~~~t.t'!1:i.l;']':'~:~~~\!£i~l;:\;:~::.! ~ ~ 1~~f~~.~jl~;~l:~~~:~~~i%(,i~~it*r;~J{;i.!q~(0'r:n'iA 1:,',
, reviSed l~dfi.u la~~ ibut~tille<fto: give ..tHe~ !cit~~~'~ii~~b~g~~8ikp~~~a~~~~,~g~~....:;'o£'~~e~~~\rdi:i:~li~~:l~li&t~~~~fJfc.~§~ ~~8~e~:.·~h€:pri~0g;!!~~s.tt'i1b'tioI{;~d.:s~!a-· ..

EPA; authonty over ,:tribal . enterpnses' landfill\.unless It Has been'·approvea.lb~,tne'i.?Pappear.,reluctant;tO.act~I~·':"'~'·· ~..&1t.ilf.",w.tlOno£ the\proposedl~andfJ.lhe".fif~t:!t'~\· .' "
such:as the Tri-Cityj~hdfill, :which' w~s"'l state,:.~{~l;~~~Tti5£~~I~~}t h~'.::~~:~~l;;;~~4J#;);:;:~W~f~tl~ur:jp9~iti?~~rolP~~te.~~~.·.~i..·~lt;~~~l~1Y~re~~l~~~,¢t.slf.are 1.~d;j,~~6Ma~~. ~t:..:
eroded last month by the,~~t RI,:er.: .. ',p~nngil :il,cl?Se~:a~<"m~tmgf·'l''riday;··t, the)ti~.~, comm~~'::j~Sco~!S~~e,~,~It~£~o!ie:s<t-:tha~:,the:icitie-s.'ahd;,~.hoey,e~~~e"canIf:

The prospect of an unmspected 'landfIll 'i EnV1!onmental;jDepartri::ient'!officui!s told ifManagetIDlCk Bq:vv~~s siUd,,:rueS'daY-;~Ifr'f~"{f~eelfcQmfoi:t'aOle~';,MlilGr§8.iat'i/i~:#i,~~~, ,,"J.

worries 'state leoiQlatOrs'and state Depart- I representatives"from Sc6ttsti.aI~1and Me'sa ~.V'"· "Ther'Jfily.'';lp·reSsu.,t~lo(~;:if.~I. Ws\,~onsicIe~~d~::~·. "B'"~!J' ""; ,t",,';';" "t~y.· .L"'l";'v~.Ll1'it;r~·~tl~,I#ffr'i:l;.t '.~:
b~ . I .. . ". ~ ....." '. ~ , \ j" , e< R'it::~f~~ u we.re' no ~gomg ·,w'i:W0";i~ne"sW1 e .

mentofE~vir?~entalQ,uality officials" : ! that\~lie.y. ,~!"~8.ke.. '!,a.::,~J'~li~!?r.'~l.~~. J.~:~~~a,t;~;.iSJ~~~~~e~r~~5;~~.....'~t{our:~~l.e~~B,~~~t.b'~7c8me"~¥ai{djtdictat~t.to~us4.w1rtt~~we b
: "TJ:e tnbe.~lS\ tr~ated like a' state:'They ov~rsl~~~.~:B.n~~g~Sr~g.,;;:';;~':);'11if'T:'<\r.t.~~i4.~tW.hich~a~e(\w,e;~~se;a.~!~?f~At..hat,~~eFSI,~JBH.lbtiili~J3ffiIaiand:HoVi./i/;~.~h'<rtilaDtii1a~?;:;."
have the opportumty to develop ~ regula~ _! We .',VoUld...mslSt-,we.(Ioo~.{~t,!,~t,:':'B~fsy ~'~~~e~.fe~e~~!e~ati~~;:-'\ilt~!~~J~.~~~ • ·1~':V.r~~1~(rI50m~i:l.~lfu~1hlit\'tli;;t""15~~iIl~·
tory plan for the landfill,'" sald i Steve IWestell,~·.. the'department's"solid ' .waste ",' .~.'All<thiSo!angers.Ivan:·Makil;"'Ptesia~n~~8f;~•.~:i.~.Il ...,.... hi·····.. I" '. ".4d ,_."...,J...)::LPt" .. i.....·lid
J hn th d art 't" .' tant d' .~, 'd f tho . . d I' dfill th Ind" . 't·. ,.' .' ·'\·"~"'~'''''! .. :..!..,4·A,'have to, re, Icense contractors O,DUo son, e ep men S·assIS lI'ec-. ,manager" Sal 0, e propose" an I. e Ianlcommum yJ'l,"·. ·.:;i'~'~I:');·"':~:"··\~:''':"·''th·l dfill ) 'd'th tth . "'t~' . . .
tor-for waste programs.:," . '.. plan.:'Even though it's their)and,)t's oui' _..:.., ~'It,:,~ould.have!bee~,mce·"if~tli~y:(t~e"'1t e.~ I :,an,.. a, '" e:pm.:a~ e~gIn~:rs,

"The problem here 15 that the tnbe IS' state. We have a strong argument to look sGte) have talked \ Wlth· uS" aboub,thlS~ .and. ge?logISts won.t app~ov:elth~ f~cilit1
also going to be the owner of the landfill." at their plans." . _ ..' . ..~... ., first," he said: "I neYer,cE!ase. to be :an1'azed::'i~- ~nless Itm~ets. a~l ~edera1're~la~lO.~s: ~ .

BecaUse ·the. tribe is ,beyond,.tIieir Westell said the state hopes the tribe's by the lack of respect for the.'tribe·as a'!"',"·· But.many questIOn the tnbe's abIhty to
jurisdiction, state officials. a.n~ 'trYing a mu~icipal custo:ner~ might .pressure the. govern~en~lagen?y.'.' . 'v,;!. .......:.:';;'...;,., '~I~. bU~d,~u~~,a landfJ.ll by Oc·to,ber, ~hetribe'~
back-door approa.oregulatlOn... '~ ,,' .IndIan commumty mto lettmg,theY!state..; . 'ki1;sald the tnbeh1ls.always·f611owe'd;;&·,~3:rge~~a.te.,.. ,.'. . I .'.
. The House' "'onm'ent"; Committee 'review the landfill plans. '.11, /V~~,; .., ,,~(X 1guidelines, 'and he'appeared:miffed, ';~~'~t',They,{'1say' .private. limd 'off ,t4,e

passed a bill last that would prohibit However, officials of cities that ~d~periQ' 0 e idea'of alloWing the state tc'h¥a'tch~ "reservatiori can take years to U1 d: .;' ~
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Under
siege
Above, Gila River floodwaters inun
date a house on Watermelon Road on
the Gila River Reservation. At right,
storm runoff has created one of the
largest lakes in the statE! behind
Painted Rock Dam, 20 miles west of
Gila Bend. Officials say the reservoir
is nearing its capacity of 2.5 million
acre-feet of water, nearly twice the
size of Roosevelt Lake. (Weather
story: B1)
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LETTERS

Flooding reminds us we can never truly control water•
• Let's hope everyone read Arizona Under
water, by Gregory McNamee. His piece in
your Sunday Perspective section was the
best precis of January's flood follies I've
seen.

What Mr. McNamee's short but histori
cally accurate account could not pursue
were the upstream causes of which the
floods are downstream effects. The dams,
irrigation schemes and Byzantine water
politics of the desert are, in fact,
outgrowths of the shortsighted profiteering
and careless use practices of timber and
grazing interests in the watersheds.

Water seeks its own level, we were
taught, but our teachers had not studied
Western water politics or they would have

known that, in Arizona, water flows
toward the rich and powerful. So trusting
are we of the governments dams and
plumbing system that we build landfills,
businesses and even homes where rushing
torrents must surely soon race. If you live
in a flood plain, and it floods, you're just
plain flooded.

We have not learned, in nearly a century
of water manipulation and litigation, that
we cannot have it all. A dam kept full to
subsidize agribusinesses growing crops
alien to the desert will fail any flood-con
trol mission. And dams are temporary
affectations at best; the day will come when
the dam will become Glen Canyon Falls
and the masonry of Roosevelt will be but

boulders under the rapids of the Salt. And
all this may well come to pass before Mr.
McNamee's proposal to dismantle dams
fmds favor in govern-business. Mter all,
there's money to be made.

Eventually, of course, some catastrophe
or other may change our philosophy, our
infantile need to dominate nature. Eventu
ally, we may learn to live above flood
plains, farm natural bottom lands, use
water as it comes and protect its sources.

Eventually, all things merge into one,
and a river runs through it. We are
haunted by water.

Ron Harris
Phoenix

•

•

SRP deserves praise, not flood
ofinnuendos and half-truths
• The Salt River Project has done an
excellent job managing its resources and
taking prudent action to minimize storm
caused problems. Its staff has consistently
updated its forecasting, measuring the
notification procedures to the benefit of the
Valley. It is helpful to remember the Salt
River Project was not built as a primary
flood-control system but rather as a. '"

waterstorage and distribution system.
James O. Seamans of Phoenix, in his

recent letter to the editor, stated, "There
are many pieces of incorrect information
floating around." He is correct, and I can
see from his letter that he is doing a good
job of spreading some of that information.

Mr. Seamans paints the Salt River
Project as being responsible for all the
$65 million flood damage done in 1980. I
believe that sum included all the damage
done by all the rivers, not just the Salt
River. How much of the damage done
along the Salt River can be attributed to
Salt River Project management errors?
Very little, if any.

Groundwater recharge of the magnitude
Mr. Seamans refers to would probably turn
Buckeye into a lake and not prevent future
floods in the process.

Mr. Seamans appears to have issues with
the Salt River Project. He would do well to
accurately portray the situation, facts and
issues of concern rather than flood his
argument with innuendo and half·truths.

Ronald T. Wheat
Phoenix
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Interstate 8 Lanes Closed
ARIZONA DEPARTMENT of Public Safety Officer Chris Drum
mond keeps watch over the Santa Cruz River at Interstate 8 this
morning. The eastbound lanes were closed at 10 p.m. Tuesday

from Highway 84 to Thornton Road because of water flowing
over the freeway. Westbound traffic can still continue to use
Interstate 8.
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Rains renew
worry over
dam's safety
By Mike Padgett
THE PHOENIX GAZETTE

•

•

Last month's heavy rains in
Arizona not only filled the reser
voirs on the Salt, Verde and Gila
rivers, they renewed concern about
the safety of Coolidge Dam, a
federal official says.

,., + John Newman, operations man
ager at the Bureau of Reclama
tion's Phoenix office, said his
agency '(had some doubt about
Coolidge" as runofffrom January's
storms filled San Carlos Lake to
capacity and sent water flowing
out the dam's spillways.

Coolidge Dam is on the Gila
River east of the Valley.

The dam, operated by the Bu
reau of Indian Affairs, is listed as
one of the most dangerous in the
United States.

The Bureau of Reclamation is
supervising repairs on the dam's
abutments and spillways under a
federal dam modification program.

The dam's peak discharge of
nearly 33,000 cubic feet per second
occurred Jan. 20. The flow from
Cooli5ige has dropped to about 800
cfs.

The Red Cross reported that of
the 101 residences destroyed by
flooding in Gila County, many
were in the Winkelman Flats area
on the river downstream from the
dam.

Newman released his agency's
preliminary fmdings Thursday in
a monthly meeting of the Central
Arizona Water Conservation Dis
trict's board of directors.

He said repairs on Roosevelt /
Dam were stopped because the
lake's rising waters flooded the
work site.

Newman said engineers esti
mate the flood damage could mean
a year's delay in work to enlarge
the dam.

The peak water discharge from
Roosevelt - 135,000 cfs - oc
curred Jan. 8. The same day, water
flowing into the lake totaled
241,700 cfs. A cubic foot of water is
7.5 gallons.

"Those numbers compare to
about a loa-year flood event,"
Newman said.
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Storms wash out
forest roads, trails
Early Tonto damage estimate hits $5 million

•

•

By Mike Padgett
THE PHOENIX GAZETTE

Heavy' winter rains caused
about $5 million in flood damage
to roads, trails and campgrounds
in the Tonto National Forest,

+ according to early estimates.
That figure could increase be

cause muddy or snowy conditions
have prevented inspections of
many areas of the forest.

"We know of some roads that
are washed out, and we've already
gone in and fixed some others,"
said Larry Soehlig, lands and
minerals staff officer at Tonto
National Forest.

U.S. Forest Service spokes
woman Joyce Hassell said more
repairs will take place as federal
money becomes available and after
areas saturated by heavy rains
have dried out.

"We have between $1.5 million
and $2.5 million flood-eligible re
pairs to do," she said.

An additional $2 million in dam
age to fences, roads, culverts and
stock ponds is ineligible for the
emergency federal money, Hassell
said.

"These are preliminary esti
mates. There might be damages to
some places we don't know about,"
she said. "In some places, we really

can't get out there to see it."
Soehlig said one camping area

heavily damaged by flooding is
Pioneer Pass south of Globe.

Hassell said the road to Pioneer
Pass "is completely gone, and part
of the campground that was adja
cent to the road" is gone.

She said her office is issuing a
warning to campers and hikers
that because of the flooding, "we're
not sure that they're going to find
all the roads and the trails as
they're marked on our map."

The warning says that parts of
some trails have been washed
away, while others have sustained
varying amounts of erosion.

For details on specific trails and
roads, hikers, campers and hunt
ers should check with local ranger
stations for up-to-date information
on damaged areas and repairs,
Hassell said.

"We would hope that anybody
going out would check with us first
to find what the conditions are, for
their own personal safety," Hassell
said.

She said boaters should watch
for submerged logs and other
debris on the Salt and Verde
rivers' lakes. The debris was car
ried into the lakes by heavy
stream runoff.



• Melting snow poses
new threat on Gila

acres were flooded.
Farmer Marvin Marlatt said his

home has water in it. He said he's
seen his home from the air, but he
can't get to it.

"Nobody can get there to find
out. It's surrounded by river chan
nels. In fact, there's a river
channel flowing up through the
front yard right now," he said.

Although the flooding appears
to have peaked, the release of
water from Painted Rock Dam into
the Gila River will stay at 24,000
cubic feet per second until early
April, said Jim Lafrenaye, emer
gency operations center director at
the U.s. Corps of Engineers' Phoe
nix office.

That release could be lowered to
about 22,500 cfs about April 10 if
the watersheds don't receive more
rainfall, he said.

Salt River Project workers are
releasing water from SRP's six
reservoirs on the Salt and Verde
rivers - which drain into the Gila
- to make room for snow runoff,
spokesman Scott Harelson said.

"We're seeing more snow up
there than we've ever seen," Har
elson said.

At more than 20 snow-measur
ing sites in Arizona's mountains,
the snow is holding record
amounts of water, said Ron Jones,
water-supply specialist at the U.s.
Soil Conservation Service's Phoe
nix office.

Jones said the 140 inches of
snow measured on Mount Agassiz
north of Flagstaff is the deepest
recorded in Arizona this year.
That translates into about 45
inches of water.

He said 10 inches of "wet snow"
contain 3 or 4 inches of water.

The water released from SRP
reservoirs eventually ends up in
the reservoir behind Painted Rock
Dam west of Gila Bend. It is water
from that full-to-the-brim reser
voir that is flooding farms east of
Yuma.

Warmer days may yield heavy runoff
By Mike Padgett
THE PHOENIX GAZETTE

When does melting snow in the
mountains northeast of Phoenix
mean more bad news for farmers
hundreds of miles away in the Gila
River's flooded Wellton-Mohawk
Valley east of Yuma?

Now, that's when.
That's because warming temper

atures will increase the prospect
for heavy runoff from melting
mountain snow.

Most of the runoff that in the
past two weeks has flooded about
20,000 acres of farms east of Yuma
came from heavy rains. Now
comes runoff from melting snow
that officials say holds record
levels of water.

On Wednesday, flooding forced
the shutdown of one of three
pumping plants that supply irriga
tion and household water to hun
dreds of families in the farming
belt east of Yuma. The pumping
plant was restarted Thursday.

The Gila has flooded several
farms and homes. A driver was
killed late Sunday when his truck
ran into a canal.

This weekend, Wellton-Mohawk
Irrigation and Drainage District
officials plan to award a contract
for a company to take aerial
photographs of the flooded farms.

Officials will use the photo
graphs to begin estimating damage
to homes, crops, fields, roads,
canals and irrigation systems, said
Herb Guenther, district assistant
manager.

Berta Woodhouse said her home
in Roll escaped flooding. She isn't
sure when she and her husband,
Bob, will return to their home or
when river crossings will be re
opened.

"It (flooding) got within a quar
ter-mile of us," she said Friday.
"We're not completely comfortable
with moving back in our house
yet."

She said about 160 of their 1,200

•
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, . FloOd-eOntiol· structures ·a1sQJl.ann rllX!rian plantS

.'and anmiais that live '~lcihg"riverbariks~'Native riparian
,plants and aniinals qepend on flood" flows to ~
'sustained. . ',,~~,.,;.,' ". '1 ,

,1Floods ',allow for, ~e ;'esbblishmenC;'::-of 'ine~
. generations of cottghwgod and willo!\, fo~!s along our
streams, and do th~ S<!Ille (or: manY,!1ati~~ desert
fishes. ;~l!. .: ~ ,1' '-'.-" "-:.if' .~ "~:

Floods :alsohelp' ,nativ~~.speci~'coinpe~, ,?gamst
non-native'species such_.as salt ~~$_that~,n~~
common along many desert rivers. Floods also f.l~

toxins from flood-plain soils, and deposit nutrients for
plant groWth. i hJcr; I ]:", _'H ':,;;'. ,t' r 'L j,".,;'

.. The'alternative: work with the environment.·, : J ,l~

.• Should we build 'more and ibigger :flood-eontroJ
structures? To do so is to ignore lessons from the past
lesso!JS wel~ for example, ,whe~ .a~teIJlPtiI)g 1?
·:con?:ol'~.~t crop damage by. ap~lymg)~Jr0ng~~
'Pe.sti,~i~e:>,!,ather than seeking sol9,tions that ~orked,~
hannony.with the environment. ~ . "'~ .~:.

'~e)o~~l alternative to flood control is,toJ~v~ th~
flood plainS to plants that are adapted to flooding:
cottonwoOd ~and 'i·willow I trees,'"hIiTo l(:.brilSh : and
arroww-eed shrUbS:'and screwbe:iii'~"(velvet meSqiri~;. trees l:;>,\}.,!: - t - ."/.' .' ~~. i ~?.~ :;,; j!!.Jl ioU v~ \. -Ir"';~ ~

. ~:"~ ~lutkm benefits ~u'r dwindling riparfa'n'fofests,
:' a~d 'alsO benefits people:' We no longei' will lose 'our
, homes '" '~: ,floods, (0' and .~will ' lhave .recreitionaJ

opportunities for hiking, bird watching, - and rmding
'refuge froni summer heat. ~' J :,L '. It ·....1 i . . ,i.' .:

'. ,To. ,realize this alternative' we ':;iri'ust provid~

year~rotuid water for riparian plants. Most dams serv(!
several

J
Pwl>oses including fl<X:l4 control 'and wa~

delivery:.Yle;recognize the need for impoundments 1?
supply year-round· water to municipalities and faims:
~owever, a portion of the water that would be releaseO
for. farn!ing or urban use can be released to insure th~

survivoiship of flood-plain vege~tion. The benefits o!
this ie-allocation are many. ',> ", 'r' , ,

, 'The river is a product of its watefshed. 'The !!ay we
manage our forests and dese~ also affeCts the amoun,t
and timing' of water flow in ·rivers. We.can~
flood impa~ts and increase flow .during·!lrought peri~
by increasing native plant cover on upland areas. _ ' ,;

This means not overgrazing uplands (which in som¢
caSes means no grazing); reducing paved surfaCe area;
and managmg forests and shrublanas for high plan~
cover. This will enable ·the soils to absorb and store
more water, and slowly release it to the"river during
dry periods whenwatei is at more of a'pfemium.' ;
. ConClusion: Floods are not neCessarily undesirable.
Naive riParian species need floods- to perj>etuatii
themselves. If we manage our flood plains for riparian
forests, the riparian forests will in ·tum lessen th~

impacts of floods by slowing flood waters, increasin~

percolation into - the groundwater, and. filtering
'sediIiJent from floodwaters.' ';il':' '{':' ~. -..;;

We have much·to gain by taking an ecologica!
perspective of flood-plain management and by workin~

with the environment and not against it. . - .
To do this, we should: remove homes and buildingS

from flood plains and replace them with flood adap~

native plants; mamtain instream flows. in our rivers 1?.
sustain flood-plain vegetation year round; Manage our
upland' vegetation so that flash flood watershedS
become slow release watershed. :

There will be some trade-<>ffs under this scenario, but
it may be the wisest overall course of action. '

Julie Stromberg is vice president of the Arizona
Riparian Council. . ,'. .,..:

~ ~

,j....
. /

.1

...

,
'Flood control' is an oxymoron .'. ~'

we only achieve a partial control
that gives us a false sense of
security.

In truth however severe flooding remains a realit¥
on most dammed ~nd regulated rivers. Witness the
.recent release of record flows into the -"normally dri'
. Gila River and of the human suffering caused by this
failure of ~ur flood-<:ontrol system.

~.\.

.Tri~ui1e Newspapers, Tues9ay, ~ebr~ary16, 1993 A,7. .....).
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Trash bills to rise
if landfill closes

MESA - Trash-pickup fees will
increase 34 percent for residents
and 53 percent for businesses if the
Legislature or a court forces Mesa
to stop using the Tri-City Landf:tll.

Residents' monthly trash bills
would go up to $16.57, from $12.35.

The City Council got down to
numbers in the face of a House bill
and a lawsuit that both seek to
close the landfill immediately.
Offered three options by the city
staff, the council chose the one
that was cheapest, by a few cents.

Half the city's trash would go to
the county's Queen Creek landfill,
and the other half would go to the
Sky Harbor transfer station for
the private Waste Management
L~...U;l',

-'---~

SRP pledges $25,000
to Salt,River cleanup

The Salt River Project is the first
corporate sponsor of the planned
Great Salt River Cleanup, scheduled
May 22 from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. along
39 miles of the river from Mesa to
Avondale.

The SRP has committed more than
$25,000 in cash, staff and other
resources to clean up the estimated
3,500 garbage-truck loads of trash and
debris that washed downstream from
the Tri-City Landfill during January
floods.

More information about the
cleanup: 207-7777.
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Improve PIR access
I have a personal interest in the

/ roadway leading into the Phoenix
International Raceway. Mr. and Mrs.
Buddy Jobe are my neighbors. My
son and his wife, along with Mr. and
Mrs. Tim Duke, are co-owners of the
Pro Formance Racing team, located
in Chandler. I am a fan of auto racing.

That being said, PIR generates
millions of dollars in revenue for the
Phoenix area, including Chandler,
Mesa and Tempe, in the form of
rental cars, food, lodging, gasoline
purchases and shopping, as well as
tips for services rendered.

The raceway was hampered last
year by the flooding of the Verde
River, which eroded many acres of
valuable parking at the track - not to
mention the time taken to enter and
exit the raceway by the only available
route, Estrella Parkway. Mr. Jobe and
his partners did a magnificent job in
handling the huge job of directing
traffic in and out of the racetrack.

It would be a shame if many of
those race fans did not return for this
year's racing because of there only
being the one entrance/exit.
Eighty-five thousand people attended
November's NASCAR Winston Cup
Series race; that is a lot of racing fans.
Very soon the Indy Cars will be in the
Valley for their week's stay.

The race track has been at a
disadvantage for years due to th~
narrow roadway and, now that Mr.
Jobe has brought many more
professional events to the Valley, I
hope the Maricopa County Board of
Supervisors studies the situation and
votes to have a better road and
bridge to PIR.

John H. Dick
Chandler

G.AZi1Te '1--, .. 93
----



·Residents of flooded area want
government to purchase homes,

•

•

Associated Press

WINKELMAN
Flooded out of their homes for the

second time in a decade, some peo
ple in this remote mining town are
calling on the government to buy
out homeowners in a riverside
neighborhood known as "the flats."

"Our 100-year floods seem to
come every 10 years now," state
Sen, Peter Rios, D-Dudleyville, said
Thursday after touring:an area
that's been underwater for a week.

Some 350 people have, been ieft
temporarily homeless by flooding of
the Gila River, and officials said 70
~ 90 homes and a few businesses

/were in water as deep as rooftop
- , level.

Downstream, a natural gas line
serving about 1,300 residents and
the state prison in Florence was
washed out by the river Thursday
afternoon, forcing 5,000 state pris
on inmates to eat cold meals.

State Department of Corrections
spokesman Michael Arra said extra
blankets were acquired from pris
ons in Phoenix, Tucson and Globe
to keep the Florence inmat'es warm
Thursday night.

Southwest Gas officials said the

line was expected to be repaired to
day.

The river continued to recede to
day as releases from the overflow
spillways of Coolidge Dam were
reduced 20 miles upriver. .

-Lighter-than-expected rain meant
no new flooding in Arizona, and the
National Weather Service said scat
tered showers should prevail over
most of the state through Saturday.
But a new round of storms headed
in from Oregon could hit Sunday
night or early Monday, renewing
the flooding threat, the weather
service said. A brief hard storm with
hail hit the northern part of
Phoenix late Thursday, but quickly
dissipated.

Stre'nm flooding was possible in
muchc<\ the state and flooding is
possibh the length of the Gila River
from near the New Mexico line to
Painted Rock Dam' west of Gila
Bend, the weather service said.

At least 850 homes statewide
have been damaged in flooding that
began last week, according to the
Red Cross. Gov. Fife Symington has
declared a flood emergency and
released $100,000 from a contin
gency fund for first-aid measures
-like emergency housing.

In Winkelman, about 40 familie~
took shelter in the high school gym
and a dozen more in a senior citi
zen's center in nearby Hayden.
About 60 troops from the Air Na
tional Guard helped patrol the
streets to keep people from flooded
neighborhoods and stood by to help
delivering food and equipment and
to move people back home when the
water goes down.

U.S. Rep. Karan English, D-Ariz.,
who toured the area with Rios, said
she would ask the president to
declare a disaster, freeing up federal
money for low-interest loans and
other assistance.' . .

Rios said the present flood, which
hit the same area as high water'in
1983, demonstrates a possible need
for federal assistance.

"What we're going to need when
all is said and done is help from the
feds, Small Business Administra
tion, relocation and possibly even a
buyout," he said.

The area called Winkelman Flats,
which lies below the bluff that holds
most of the town of 1,000, is similar
to others in Arizona where the gov
ernment has moved homeowners to
avoid repeated disaster payments,
he said.

•
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Photos by Rob Schumacher/The Arizona Republic

Water cascades down the spillways at Coolidge Dam, which has been called one of the five most dangerous dams in the nation.

In the Winkelman Flats area, a car seat stays dry on a van's roof. About 300 people
evacuated last week from the area remained Thursday with friends or in shelters.

By Steve Yozwiak
The Arizona Republic

Though they sat on a purported
powder keg, it was just another day at
the beach Thursday for operators of
65-year-old Coolidge Dam.

Despite record flows this week
crashing down the spillways of what has
been called one of the five most
dangerous dams in the nation, operators
were unconcerned. They contend that
past reports about the dam's safety were
just a ruse to get federal funding for
reconstruction.

"It is not going to fail," said Ken
Clouser, dam-safety coordinator for the
federal Bureau of Indian Affairs, which
manages the dam.

Four years ago, a federal Bureau of
Reclamation report called Coolidge
Dam "a real and imminent hazard,"
and predicted that "failure is ... highly
probable."

- See COOLIDGE DAM, page B4

oolidge Dam still up
'It is not going to fail,' BIA safety coordinator says

•
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Daily high temperatures for the Valley since June 8.
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Storm gives Valley
change for a 100
Record hot streak ends at 76 days

104111 Yl':U. No. IOU

•

By Clint Williams
The Arizona Republic

Like a mooching second cousin
from out of town, 100 degrees
arrived in Phoenix on June 10 and
would not leave.

Until ... whew, finally ...
Wednesday, when heavy cloud
cover from a flash-in-the-pan tropi
cal storm helped break the longest
hot streak the city has ever
endured.

An official high temperature of
8S snipped a string of 76 consecu
tive days of 100 degrees and
higher. The old record of 64 days
was set June 7 through Aug. 9 in
1989.

Forecasters expected the streak
to end Wednesday, "but it was
cooler than we thought it would

. be," said Bob Berkovitz of the
National Weather Service in Phoe
nIX.

The day was record-setting cool,
in fact. The high temperature of 8S
logged at Sky Harbor International
Airport was a record for lowest
maximum temperature for the
date. The previous record was 93
degrees, last equalled in 1963.

Overnight showers - 0.02 inch
of rain at Sky Harbor - and
cloudy skies were caused by
remnants of Tropical Storm Irwin,

- See PHOENIX, page A9



Fleeting storm ends record heat streak

•
- FLEETING, from page Al

which formed and broke apart in a
day off Mexico, Berkovitz said.

Tropical Storm Hillary to the north
"took over all Irwin's strength," he
said.

That storm may prove troublesome
for Arizona.

At midday Wednesday, Hillary's
center was about 500 miles south of
Yuma and just off the Baja Peninsula.

The storm was moving northward and
may cross the peninsula into the Gulf
of California, Berkovitz said.

By Saturday, the storm center is
expected to be just south of Yuma,
producing heavy rain in Arizona.

The Weather Service's forecast for
the Phoenix area today and Friday
calls for a 30 to 40 percent chance of
showers and thunderstorms. High
temperatures both days are expected
to be in the mid-90s.

•

•
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from the Army Corps of Engineers are
being brought in to see if it would be
possible to use pontoon bridges to reopen
some of the bridges, Humphrey said.

One bridge near Yuma, the Avenue 7E
. bridge, might be possible to reopen even as

flows continue to be high, he said.
Flows from the dam, which peaked

Saturday at 26,000 cubic feet per second,
were running at 24,000 cfs Thursday.

The flows are expected to remain at
that level for a month, then drop to 22,500
for some time, according to the corps.

County officials have urged 3,500 people
to evacuate along the Gila and say most
appear to have complied. Still, hundreds
have chosen to stay north of the river,
stranded unless they drive hours out of
the way to get on the south side of the
Gila.

High water has closed all nine bridges
that span the lower Gila and washed out
some 80 grade-level crossings, cutting off
the northern part of the county from
Interstate 8.

As the river flow stabilizes, experts

Lenny Ignelzi I The Associated Press
Gila River floodwaters enguJf a house near Wellton as flows continue at 24,000 cubic feet per second.

Although the flow from the dam peaked
at about half the amount planners had
predicted, water will continue to pour
down the normally dry river for a month
at nearly the peak level and remain high
for weeks longer.

At midweek the Wellton-Mohawk Irri
gation and Drainage District, which
encompasses 65,000 acres of farmland
along 50 miles of the Gila, estimated that
15,000 to 18,000 acres of fields were
underwater.

Flooding has spread since that rough
estimate was made.

Gila River crests, but fields to remain flooded
Up to 50 homes iiij~r~'~~~~:'-' ..' ' ~:IL ......, "". .. : .. 1'__ _ ",'f.;

sustain damage
By Arthur H. Rotstein
The Associated Press

WELLTON - The flood in southwest
ern Arizona has peaked, but the end is
nowhere in sight for farmers and resi
dents who must live with a Gila River
that's expected to run far outside its banks

+for many weeks.
"Whatever's flooded now is pretty much

going to stay flooded,'~ George Humphrey,
Yuma C"unty's acting emergency man
agement director, said Thursday. "I can't
say that somebody sitting out there up to
their knees in water is thankful. But their
neighbors up on a little higher ground, I'm
sure they are."

The river crested Thursday, and resi
dents of '~he produce-rich area now face
thousands of acres of flooded fields, dozens
of ruined homes and a county split in half
by bridge closures.

County officials have been unable to
make precise damage tallies, but estimate
that 40 to 50 houses are flooded, along
with an uncounted number of farm
outbuildings, Humphrey said.

The flood is blamed for one death. A
truck driver crashed into an irrigation
canal Sunday while hauling rock to build
an emergency dike.

Authorities have transported two peo
ple to the Yuma hospital, a woman from
Roll with appendicitis and an elderly
Hyder man who was injured in a fall.

The flood peak passed through Dome,
the last stop in the Gila's 90-mile run from
the Painted Rock Dam, and then moved
down the Colorado River past Yuma, the
National Weather Service reported Thurs
day.
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Teen girl pulled from raging waters
Firemen risk swim
without rescue gear
at N. Phoenix park
By Susan Leonard
The Arizona Republic

A teen-ager who walked around a

barricade Monday afternoon was

swept into a rain-swollen retention

basin at a north Phoenix park, but she

was rescued by firefighters who swam

out to her.
Heather Bartholomew, 15, was

exhausted, cold and scared after she

was pulled from a normally dry
retention basin in Cave Creek Park,

but she seemed all right otherwise,

authorities said.
"They undoubtedly saved her life,"

fire Capt. Peter Lynch said.
He said firefighters Gary Lawrence

and Mike Balesco swam out to save

Bartholomew, even though they didn't

have flotation devices or safety lines

with them.
"It was unusually heroic," fire

Capt. John Mure said.
"Normally, we don't go in without

protective equipment, but their engine

didn't have any. When they saw her

out there, they went with their gut

instinct and went out and got her.
"Luckily, there wasn't any swift

water, or they could have been

endangered, too."
Bystanders called firefighters about

5:20 p.m. after Bartholomew walked

around a barricade in front of a

flooded sidewalk at the park and "got
swept off her feet" by water rushing

down an 8-foot embankment into the

retention basin, Lynch said.
When firefighters arrived, her head

"was barely above water, and (she)

was crying for help about 150 feet off

shore," he said.
"She was trying to keep her head

over the water," Battlion Chief Al

Sipes added. "It was so deep that she

couldn't even stand up."
Sipes said the retention basin

ordinarily is dry and grassy, but the

rain-swollen Cave Creek Wash runs
through it, so it lately has resembled a

small lake.
Firefighters had a little trouble

removing Bartholomew from the

park, which is near 25th Avenue just

north of Cactus Road, because their
ambulance got stuck in mud near the ..

water's edge.
A second ambulance took Bartho

lomew to John C. Lincoln Hospital &
Health Center, where she was treated

and released.

--- ~

---------
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Flood insurance
Complex, expensive system
keeps Valley above water

Horse Mesa Dam
Apache Lake

Rob Weideman I THE PHOENIX GAZETfE

•

• The six Salt River Project storage dams on the Verde and Salt
rivers northeast of the Valley must release water into the Salt River
when full.

...- The Arizona Canal Diversion Channel (ACDC) is near
completion. It deverts runoff from urban washes and storm drains
into Skunk Creek.

• These f1ood-eontrol dams have been completed in the past 20 years.
They eliminate much of the flooding in central and western parts
of the Valley.

• The New Waddell Dam opened in late October so that
Lake Pleasant could be expanded. No water needed to be released
Into the Agua Fria River during recent storms.
Levees and channels have been constructed along the Salt River
bottom to help accommodate a high volume of water.
More and better-built bridges make it easier to cross the river
during heavy flooding.

•

Horseshoe Dam
Horseshoe Lake
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Victims weren't reckless
Recently, Finis Taylor and Jim Wilson lost

their lives in a canoeing accident on the Salt
River in Tempe. The news coverage stressed the
danger of the river, the fences, the warning signs
and the previous accidents there.

I'm concerned that the negative news
coverage may cause their friends, patients, par
ents who trusted Boy Scouts to their care and
even family members not just to doubt their
decision to be on the river that day, but also to
reassess their respect and admiration for the
men. These men were not reckless.

My friend Finis Taylor was a cautious, care
ful man who was conservative in his medical
treatments, put safety first with the Boy Scouts
and always chose the safest cars to protect his
family. Finis would never have put himself in
danger.

So why was he on the river that day?
Finis was an experienced canoeist who knew

that the salt River was dangerous when it was
surging, and he and his friends had waited for
the flow to reduce to a safe level for canoeing.

The river was not overly rough and they had
no problems with the water currents until they
came to the hydraulic, which they did not know
existed and could not see until they were upon
it.

Unlike·a natural waterfall, the hydraulic was
not preceded by whitecaps. Despite what offi
cials have said, at Country Club Drive where
they entered the water there were no warn
ing signs or fences, and there were no signs on
the river warning them of the upcoming hydrau
lic. If there had been, they would not have been
on the river, or would have gotten oul

Finis and Jim lost their lives because of a
man-made hydraulic and because of their lack
of knowledge of its existence.

I want the community, their patients, friends,
and especially their children, not to let the cause
of their deaths diminish the respect they deserve
for the quality of lives they led.

They were good doctors, husbands, fathers,
Boy Scout leaders, and friends, and should be
remembered for the good that they did for all
those whose lives they touched.

Mary Benin
Tempe
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have been placed at various entry locations'
on the waterway. '

Those measures were taken last year after
26-year-old Brian Tr~nary droWned in the
same location.

Wilson, a dentist at Williams Air. Force
Base, and Taylor, a physician ill Tempe,
began their trip with two other canoeists,
about 10:30 a.m. near Country Club Drive ill '
Mesa.

The journey apparently went smoothly
until they hit Hayden Road. About 30 yards
from the Hayden Road Bridge is the hydrau-
lic. '

"The thing about this is, is that the hydrau
lic structure is doing exactly what it's sup-

Please see Drownings / B6

, The three governmental groups will meet
Monday to determine what measures can be
taken to avoid another tragedy,

Merkel and Jim Phipps, public information
officer for the flood' control district, said
engineers will meet to discuSs the possibility
of modifying the structure and looking at
safer alternatives.

"It's impossible to put up fences, and
maybe we'll put warning signs all the way up
the river," Phipps said. "Right now, there are
12 signs along the river, but maybe there
wasn't one atth~.right spot."

The orange, 5-by-a-foot signs are installed
as far",~~~t.as Alma School Road, and fences

< By JeffreY.Crane'
Tribune writer

~eity, state to weigh river safety
Drownings underscore dangers

Three deaths in the last year in the swollen
. Salt River in Tempe have left little doubt of ing the discovery of the bodies, Tempe, the
the waterway's power to kill. ' , " '. Arizona Department of Transportation and

The',:unwfUlted reminder carne Thursday, . the Maricopa County Flood Control' District
when. a"dentist and a doctor from ,Tempe discussed the dangers along the river.
died In the, Salt during a canoe expedition in ' All have the same message. ,
the same· turbulent waters where another: The river is dangerous - stay out of the
Tempean drowned a year ago., river.

, Authorities pulled the bodies of Dr. James "No one is trying 'to point fingers about
Wilson and Dr. Finis Taylor from the Salt late' .' who's to blame, because we all know this is a
Tl)ursday" afternoon, downstream' from a,' collective problem," said Tempe City Attor-

. flood control'hydraulic. The hydraulic, which ney Dave Merkel. "We don't want these
creates, aJ5·f~t.deep,. ,powerful, undertow,' adverse consequences to happen again, and it
had separated the two men from their canoe certainly is not a desirable situation.
at about'nb9n"(',;:,':',, . ," '.. ",~" "We have to figure out ways to try to (elim-

Duririg·:the'Search and iimri~ately follow" inate) the potential for risk."
• .oJ ~ •••~:/';~.~" -:,:::.~~~ .. ·.:j':~4 ~\~....L~....,-_,,;, _~.__• :':. 1_:_ .

that the concrete structure' develops
the violent, swirling undertow that
trapped its three victims. '

Another variable, Phipps said, is
that the width of the river has been
narrowed for a construction project
by ADOT on the north ':end of the
hydraulic structure. That forced
about twice as much water over the
wall as will pass through when the
Rio Salado channelization process is
complete.• , I

:,

~1Qfuwnings
;From 'page B1
=pOsed,to do," Merkel said. "But at a
:eertain velocity of the water, the tur
~ bQ1enee, the eddying, thatbegins.
. T~at happened yesterday (Thursday)
, and before."

"Officials said that at a flow rate of
between 5,000 to 8,000 cubic feet per
second, the water's velocity is such

.. .. I,

"Tlie'water ~ill'be spread out over
a much larger area and not detoured
over the hydraulic," Phipps said.
"Once the construction is done by
ADOT, the water .'will be more shal-
I " . ,; ; ". '
ow. :' '

Officials ,with AOOT said the con
struction':project m~y be completed
by the end ot the year, depending on
when the river goes dry. The rest of
the channeling can then be finished in
about six months. •
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Gas line explodes
under Gila River

•

•

By Russ Hemphill
THE PHOENIX GAZETTE

A natural gas line under th;e
turbulent Gila River exploded
Tuesday night, sending flames
hundreds offeet into the sky.

The blaze southwest of Buckeye
was seen by air traffic controllers

+at Sky Harbor International Air
port, travelers on Interstate 10 and
startled far West Valley residents.

Norma Dunn, an El Paso Natu
ral Gas spokeswoman, said the
river flow may have damaged the
gas line.

But she said investigators would
not know for sure until they could
examine the pipeline, which is just
south of Gillespie Dam.

Norm Cooper, assistant chief of
the Buckeye Fire Department, said
the leaking gas was ignited by
static electricity from high-voltage
power lines near the river.

"We've been having some prob
lems with the floods there," Dunn
said, noting Gila River currents
last week broke a high-pressure
gas line at the site of Tuesday's
explosion.

El Paso noticed the drop in
pressure, closed that line and
rerouted gas into a low-pressure
line, she said.

Tuesday's break apparently was
too sudden for El Paso to react.

"We saw a massive fireball in
the sky, hundreds of feet high. It
lit everything and everywhere up,"
said Thomas Somics, who was
driving west on 1-10 when the
explosion occurred about 11 p.m.

"It was spectacular. Better than
any fireworks that I've seen,"
Somics said. "I thought'it was the
nuclear plant (Palo Verde Nuclear
Generating Station)."

Buckeye Rural Fire Department
firefighters raced to the scene but

THE PHOENIX GAZETTE

could do little to fight the towering
flames.

The fire, which erupted from the
roiling river, burned for about an
hour when El Paso workers turned
off the gas.

"You can see it from every-'
where," said Willie Atkinson, a
Buckeye police dispatcher.

Atkinson said he received phone
calls from Casa Grande, the north
west Valley and nearby residents.

"It was scary to a lot of people
because they thought it was the
power plant that went," Atkinson
said. "They could see it for miles
and they knew it had to be
something bad."

There were no reported injuries
although authorities were consid
ering evacuations of area residents
before the flame was extinguished.

Federal, state and El Paso gas
investigators are expected to inves
tigate the remains of the gas line.

The damaged gas lines are
among several carrying up to
900 million cubic feet of gas a day
to California.

Includes information from
reporter Ray Schultze.
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LETTERS
Orme Dam needed

When warm rains hit deep
snowdrifts above the Mogollon Rim,
Salt River floods are inevitable. The
recent flooding could be only a minor
skirmish if right conditions prevail.

Building Orme Dam as a flood
control dam is the only responsible
solution.

Roosevelt Dam was first planned,
not only for irrigation, but for flood
control. .

With greater populations in the
Valley, Orme Dam is now more
necessary than ever.

Jack Williams
Member

Central Arizona Water
Conservation District Board

Phoenix

•

Landfills haunt us
The picture in The Gazette Jan. 11

of the trash in the Salt River only
verifies what my fears have been, of
all the landfills returning to haum us.

The situation makes one wonder
how the decision was made to locate
this landfill on the bank of the Salt
River at all. It also reinforces the fact
that the EPA is just one more huge
bureaucratic department that has no
idea what its purpose or concern for
the environment is.

The suggested remedy now is to
build a berm to contain any future
catastrophe like the present one. Isn't
that the same as locking the barn
door after the horse has been stolen?

In order to prevent this disaster
from happening elsewhere, someone
should be called on the carpet.

Who will be responsible for the
clean-up? Guess.

I am not a resident of Phoenix; I
am here visiting my family. But I am
very concerned that this could
happen anywhere.

This mistake should deeply
concern all of us. The caretaker has
really gone to sleep on this one!

Dale E. Poppe
Greene, Iowa

•
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Floods to have little effect on crops, officials say

•

•

The Associated Press

Agriculture authorities in Arizona said recent rain and
floods will have little effect on crops beyond nuisance
levels, because the cotton crop is already in and the winter
citrus and vegetable harvests are still weeks away.

"There's nothing major going on right now," said Jeff
David of the Arizona Farm Bureau.

Yuma County's extension agent, Mark Wilcox, said the
bad weather "doesn't hurt anything" but does add to the
cost and difficulty of producing 25,000 acres of lettuce and
5,000 acres each of broccoli and cauliflower.

It might even be good news, Wilcox added.
"Usually when it rains around here, it means the price

of everything goes up," he said.
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Dry and dry again: Rain-related woes need attention
A s rainstorms keep coming in waves,

desert residents probably are wondering
what this extraordinary amount of water

is doing to their homes, yards and swimming
pools.

Will our houses settle into the soggy soils and
crack open? Will the rain wear down our roofs?
Will moss start growing on cactuses? And what
about those swimming pools that have been
overflowing almost weekly?

The most devilish rain-related problem to

solve is leaks in your ceiling or walls.
Looking for a leak can be like looking for a

cricket. You can't tell where it's coming from.
"Leaks in walls are more difficult because

water doesn't travel in a straight path," said
Dave Swartz, operations manager and inspector
for Semmens and Associates, a Phoenix civil and
structural engineering firm.

But actually, the best time fo determine
whether there are leaks in your house is during
or after a rainstorm because you have the best

chances of finding where it is getting in, he said.
The best way to check your roof is to climb up

into your attic with a good flashlight and check
for dripping water or moist spots.

You also can walk the roof and look for
cracks in the roofing material or shrunken or
cracked caulking. Look especially in valleys, flat
places or around anything that sticks up, such as
exhaust pipes, the chimney or the refrigeration
heating unit.

- See RAIN-RELATED, page E2

- RAIN·RELATED, from page El

,Some houses have flat roofs and
outside walls that are higher than the
roofs. It, is common. to' find leaks
where the ·walls and the' roof meet,
because the stucco may have cracked,
Swartz said.
. Another common way for water to

get into a house is' around flush
mounted windows where the caulking
has cracked or shrunk.

A bead of caulking or glop of
roofing cement or tar may fix the leak.
Or it may be time to have your roof
redone,' especially if the asphalt
shingles are brittle and showing lots of
bare spots.

If you find that water c9ntinues to
puddle near your doors or near the
house, it's, probably because your
landscaping has been improperly
graded. Or your swjmming pool
decking may be letting it puddle,
Swartz said. Landscaping should be
designed so that water drains away
from a house.

The most severe and expensive
problem for a house is when the
foundation settles or cracks. The
foundation is the concrete slab on
which a house sits. .

Swartz said that is more likely
when houses are built on clay or

•

I I , . ,

exp'anded soils or where the soil may'" soils in areas with good drainage.
not have been properly' compacted' Fatal funguses may overtake other
before the house waS ,built. Major plants, such as penstemons, said Mary
builders probably have done this Irish, public horticulturist at the
correctly, so the problem is more ,Desert Botanical Garden.
likely to develop with custoin~built or Steve Carter, a horticulturist with
older homes. th~ Boyce Thompson Southwestern

The best way to check for a Arboretum near Superior" 3.1S0 said
foundation crack is to examine the some plants such as prickly pears and
base around the outside of your house, saguaros may take in too much water
looking for cracks that are at least a and get too heavy. Some pads may
sixteenth of an inch wide, he said. drop off prickly pears. And saguaros

Finding more than one crack is a can get so top-heavy they topple over
cause for concern. ,You might want to in a strong wind.
just keep an eye on it and perhaps put "They keep taking in water. They
tape on it to see whether it ·grows. It don't know when to stop," he said.
may be prudent to call several licensed Irish said she has seen some
structural engineers and get estimates saguaros in danger of falling over
for what an inspection would cost. because they are on hills, and the

ground under them is eroding. Be
Plant damage careful when walking around such

One extended part of your home cactuses because they can be as heavy
probably is grinning with glee because as boulders.
of all this rain. That's your yard and Swimming pools also need special
garden, especially all the germinating care. You need to especially watch the
baby weeds. chemistry because all the rainwater

Most arid plants should hold up and wind-blown debris and dirt can
well, except for those that need good quickly unbalance the water, said
drainage, such as agaves· and other Greg Garrett, operations manager for
succulents. They may be drowning the customer-service division of
and about to rot to death, especially if Shasta Industries in Phoenix. If the
they were planted under the gutter weather suddenly warms and the
spout or in dense soils, horticulturists 'chlorine has' been depleted, you may
say. They should be planted in sandier find a fresh crop of green algae in the

•

pool, even though that is typically
more of a summer problem than a
winter one.

Pool owners also have discovered
that it has been tricky trying to
maintain the correct water level in the
pool. Ideally, the top of the water
should be a few inches from the top of
the pool, but several storms have
dropped several inches of water in a
short time, causing pools to overflow..

If the water gets too high or
overflows, it' can get under the' pool
decking ·and cause some structural
cracking later, Garrett said. You'll
have to back-flush the pool repeatedly
to keep the correct level.

You also need to make sure the
motor to your pool-cleaning system is
not buried in water, or it could fry the
motor. Garrett said some people have
had to dig trenches to drain standing
water away from their pool motors or
build berms to protect them. You also
can rent a submersible pump to
extract water from near the motor.

If you've noticed any' of 'these
problems ,- leaky roofs, cracked
walls, .poorly drained plants or bu'ried
pool motors - you've" probably
already decided you need to do some
improvements.

If it would just stop raining.

•



oolidge Dam still hQ
For Coolidge Dam worker

Jimmy Kniffin (right),
record flows this week
have brought a bonus.
Kniffin pulled a catfish

weighing about 30
pounds from a puddle

near the dam Thursday
as waters receded.

Although the dam has
been called one of the

five most dangerous in
the nation, workers are

not too concerned. They
have kept a close eye on
the cracks (far right), but

are sure the structure
won't fail. Story, Bl;

Arizona weather, A16.

•
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BIA official Jerry Hearty says, "Sure, we've got some concerns about the dam. But that's just like saying you've got a concern about the ... tire on your car losing a little air."

• • •
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Salt's banks to be 'armored' at landfill

•

•

By Steve Yozwiak
The Arizona Republic

A plan to seal off the Tri-City
Landfill to prevent the flood-swollen
Salt River from carrying trash down
stream was announced Thursday by Ed
Fox, director of the state Department of
Environmental Quality.

Fox said the Salt River Pima-Mari
copa Indian Community, which runs the
landml serving Scottsdale and Mesa,
and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
which is responsible for protecting
federal rivers, have agreed on a plan
that also has the approval of the
Maricopa County Flood Control Dis
trict.

He said the plan calls for the tribe to

continue building an emergency dike;
for an interim "armoring" of the
riverbanks this summer after the river
recedes; and for a permanent hardening
of the banks by mid-1994.

However, if flows similar to the
124,000 cubic feet per second that
blasted through the Valley on Friday
return again next winter, .the interim
banking likely will give way again, Fox
said, because the plan calls for the
interim banks to be able to survive only
up to 70,000 cfs.

"There is that possibility," said Fox,
who has worked to bring the parties
together despite the state's lack of
jurisdiction over Indian lands.

However, Fox said it is "physically

almost impossible" to create a perma
nent channel in the river along the
troubled landfill before mid-1994.

An interim bank constructed by the
tribe and the corps last year was only
made to withstand flows of up to 45,000
cfs. It gave way during the past week.

The tribe has been in violation of the
federal Clean Water Act since last year,
when relatively minor releases from Salt
River Project dams eroded the landfill,
according to a citation to be issued to
the tribe by the corps.

In the past week, with releases five
times higher than last year, the river
dragged enough garbage downstream
through Phoenix to fill more than 3,500
garbage trucks.
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Earlier floods created grief
for motorists, homeowners

•

•

By Victor Dricks
THE PHOENIX GAZETIE

Since 1978, three massive floods
have soaked the Valley, causing
$177 million 'in damage to homes
and businesses, washing out
bridges, and leaving thousands of
residents temporarily homeless.

Although the Valley gets an
average of only 7 inches of rain
annually, events of the past week
demonstrate it is not immune to
the caprices of nature.

The Valley is a drainage for
50,000 square miles. When it rains
heavily, we get runoff from most of
the state and parts of New Mexico.

The "granddaddy of all floods"
- the most severe in Maricopa
County on record - occurred in
1891, sending 300,000 cubic feet
per second of water roaring down
the Salt River, It prompted local
farmers to pool their resources and
form a flood control district.
Within 10 years, they started,
damming the Salt River.

Those efforts did little to protect
the Valley from the fury un
leashed by Mother Nature three
times over the past 15 years. The
speed and volume of storm runoff
take many people by surprise here,
said Susan Fitzgerald, a spokes
woman for the Maricopa County
Flood Control District.

• In February and March of
1978, floodwaters along the Salt
River washed out an Interstate 17
bridge of the Agua Fria River and
killed six people. The only city
bridge that remained open during
the flooding was the Central Ave
nue Bridge, which sustained heavy
damage.

• In December 1978, another
storm caused extensive damage
along the Salt River, including
losses to sand and gravel opera
tions along the banks of the river.

The two storms caused an esti
mated $113 million damage, ac
cording to the Arizona Depart
ment of Transportation.

.In 1980, a storm so severe it
might be expected to occur only
once every 100 years caused
$63.7 million damage in the Val
ley, including income loss and
emergency services. The storm
forced hundreds of people from
their homes and left three dead.

Salt River Project officials were
forced to release water into the
Salt River to protect Stewart
Mountain Dam from collapsing
after the Army Corps of Engineers
found sections of the concrete were
"unbonding." These releases
caused massive traffic snarls and
prompted a review of flood-control
programs.
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Flood control system worked

This is what it was like in 1978 at
32nd Street and the Salt River.

flowed. This time, the Agua Fria
was held back by New Waddell
Dam. Flows on the Verde were
captured by Bartlett and Horse
shoe dams. Federal dam safety
legislation built a new spillway at
the once precarious Stewart
Mountain Dam, giving SRP officials
additional control over releases.

The flood-control system, in
cluding sturdier bridges, dams,
channelization efforts, and rain
monitoring equipment, is the result
of half a dozen federal, state and
local agencies, including the Salt
River Project.

In the words of Stanley Smith,
acting chief engineer of the Mari
copa County Flood Control Dis
trict, the system has worked
"fantastically. "

An estimated 100 billion gallons
of water poured through the Salt
River Valley last week - that was
before Tuesday and Wednesday's
rainfall. And most of it ended up
where it was supposed to.

In the Sonoran desert, where
water brings progress and prosper
ity, we sometimes overlook the
ravages too much water can
deliver. Winters like this one serve
as reminders.

Last year, the Maricopa County
Board of Supervisors lowered the
county flood control tax. ~~sidents
rejoiced. It made good politICS. But
wise officials cannot ignore, even
in an election year, that funds
flowing into the Maricopa County
Flood Control District, keep runoff
and storm water out of homes and
businesses. They keep the Valley
moving no matter the weather.

Sober county leaders will e<:>n
tinue intelligent land u?e plan.nlng
and rational, cost-effective projects
sought by the Maricopa C6(..iJlty .
Flood Control District.

There is still much to be
accomplished: Channelization of
the Salt east of McClintock Road in
Tempe; an improved Cave Creek
Channel from Bell Road to Beards
ley Road in north Phoenix, perha~s
Phoenix's most troublesome resI
dential flooding area.

Flood' control works. It's the
reason we're driving around so
easily this week. It's the reason so
few of us needed sand bags. Or
flood insurance forms.

ot long ago, rainstorms like
the ones we've had over the
past week would have para-

Sure, this week's' Iyzed the Valley for months. In
floods have been fact, they did.

..bad..But •• . Rem'e'mber the storms of 1978,
rememb.e~what· 1979 and 1980? Devastation

..., It wads like. a touched all portions 'of the Valley.
l.Iozen an more ..". . h 'th I' d·
~~ years ago:? I"'tO matt~r Y'! .e~e. :.~t ey, I\:'e I t-

. resraenb:and workers!were .forced .'
toa)ter: their Jiv~s~t<?~4ccom·m.odat~ ~,
the storm and .:thei!destructlon . It

··caused.
Except for the stur~y old Mi!1

Avenue Bridge, motorists couldn t
cross the Salt River. Even the
.freeway bridge over .the S~lt was
.closed. River crossings In the
busiest parts of town were sub
merged by rising, raging waters.

Longtime residents remember
when torrents of water rushed
down Central Avenue and the
irrigation canals overflowed, creat-
ing lakes out of parking lots, streets
and private homes. Homeowners
well distant from the banks of the
Salt River were digging out from
the storms back then.

But not now.
Overlooked in the week's head

lines was the real progress made in
the Phoenix metropolitao area.

Yes, Holly Acres and New River
were flooded out. The Tri-City
Landfill eroded its banks and sent
tons of garbage down the swollen,
muddy Salt River. In out-county
Arizona, residents of Winkelman,
Duncan and Tucson still brace for
more high water and damage. But
Phoenix is, by and large, dry.

Traffic flowed unimpeded over
Seventh Street, Seventh Avenue,
32nd Steet and Country Club,
none of which was passable a
dozen years ago.

The New Waddell Dam, a Plan
VI water storage and flood control
cost-sharing project, was com
pleted a 'few months ago. The
recent rains have filled up an
expanding new Lake Pleasant. It
held back any releases into the
Agua Fria River, thus protecting
northwest Valley residents ..

Three Maricopa County Flood
Control District dams, the New
River Dam, the Cave Buttes Dam
and the Adobe Dam, along with
the controversial Arizona Canal
Diversion Channel, have kept
north central Phoenix residents
from lifting a sand bag or filing
many flood insurance claims. Bil
lions of gallons of rain and runoff
were diverted from the city.

The hated ACDC, the concrete
ditch bisecting north Phoenix,
carried millions of gallons of water
- it was seven feet deep earlier
this week at Cave Creek and
Cactus - 17 miles across the city,
keeping canals and washes from
overflowing.

Indian Bend Wash has worked
like a charm for Scottsdale.

In 1980, all three rivers over-

•

•

•
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The flood of 1993

6

:tlate of emergency

inundated a majority of the Fort
McDowell Mohave-Apache Indian
Community located north of Mesa, as
well as bald eagle nesting areas.

"The loss of our land was our big
gest concern. We would have had no
control of our land," said Tribal Presi
dent Clinton Pattea, whose tribe
fought and won their battle against
Orme Dam proponents in 1983.

By Patricia Likens
Tribune writer

Flooding throughout the Valley
Friday could have been reduced had
dams proposed in the last two
decades been built, officials said
Saturday.

But the lessons learned after floods
in the 1980s did help mitigate water
problems, they added.

In the past 20 years, several dam
sites have been proposed to alleviate
the load of water carried into the Val
ley by the Salt River. But high costs,
environmentalists and residents of an
Indian community have stopped those
plans that many believe would have
eased flooding.

The series of dams already in place
and operated by Salt River Project
are designed for water storage, not
flood control.

Orme Dam, proposed in 1976 and
again in the early 1980s, was to be the
flood control structure for the Salt
and Verde rivers. Built at the conflu
ence of the two rivers, it would have
regulated flows into the Valley.

However, the reservoir would have

Planned dams could have eased Valley fl · g
The federal government planned to pany. You.have to have water in the ing five dams on the Salt and Verde agree over the impact the Orme and

compensate the tribe for some of its system. rivers.. Cliff dams would have had on the
land loss with land from the Tonto "Had the weather forecaster been Although some remnants of Plan 6 Valley, both sides agree that alterna-
National Forest. wrong, and we released all the water are intact, the Cliff Dam site was shot tive structures, river channeling and

Ten years and a few winter rain- and then don't get enough to fill it up, down by environmentalists. bridges, built since 1980 have lessened
storms later, officials still say a dam we cannot deliver the water the Val- "It wasn't just the bald eagle that the effects of last week's flooding.
is needed to to tame the rampaging ley needs," he said. was an issue, but at the time, there River crossings such as Gilbert
rivers. Flooding last week was not as bad was actually a bald eagle nest at the Road, Alma School Road and McClin-

... J "Orme Dam would have done it," as February 1980 when, after nine site of the dam," said Herb Fibe~ a tock Drive were designed and built to
said Dick Perreault, chief of planning consecutive days of rain, the raging former president and current mem- withstand more than 150,000 cubic
with the Maricopa County Flood Con- Salt closed nearly every river cross- ber of the Maricopa County Audubon feet of water per second.
trol District. "The big problem is the ing in the Valley. "Things were really Society. "Ninety percent of Arizona's Th h lin f the river bed
potential for flooding from a mess," Perreault said. animal habitat lives along riparian f e~a~: :.0Tern to Phoe-

....1 watersheds that feed the Salt and Despite pressure from state politi- areas. Cliff Dam would have cut out a r:o~k Harbo~~::rnatio:l Airport
W Verde rivers and that's what we're cal leaders and preliminary federal lot of stream site habitats." mx ynst cted to void a re t

seeing in the last couple of days." legislation to fund engineering and Riparian is a natural habitat found w~ co an~ of past ~oods pea
Scott Harrelson, a spokesman for site preparation of Orme, the plan along or near a river. pe orm .

SRP, said early releases of water to was defeatedlly strong opposition by The benefits of development vs. Paul Cherrington, manager of
I I Tribune' make way for incoming runoff was environmentalists and the tribe. environmental preservation is the water engin~ring and transmission

not as easy as people think. He Soon after the demise of Orme crux of arguments between flood con- for SRP, saJd a flood control dam
explained that although forecasters Dam's plans, Arizona lawmakers and trol dam proponents and opponents. would solve the Valley's flooding
predicted rain for the Valley last state officials - still recovering from "The environmental groups have a problems. He explained the Orme
week, SRP officials' hands were tied the 1980 flood devastation - looked very valid concern for what could Dam was envisioned to catch the
to release water in anticipation of the to alternatives. ' have happened at the Cliff Dam site," flood flows of the Salt and Verde
coming rains. One alternative was Plan 6, Fibel said. "What does society want to rivers. Even the alternative, Plan 6,

"You go by the weather forecast to approved on the federal level in 1984. waive? It's the difference between would have captured all that water.
determine how much you release," The plan included raising Roosevelt development and the damage to "We would have been bleeding that
said Harrelson. "But you cannot Dam - now under way - the con- environment." space out (of Cliff Dam) at 25,000 cfs
release half of the storage system struction of Cliff Dam on the Verde Although environmentalists and rather than the 110 cfs you saw (Fri
because this is a water delivery com- River, and strengthening the remain- ",flood control district officials dis- day)," he said.

A4 Tribune Newspapers, Sunday, January 10, 1993
-. - ..' ---------...
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Fishing
Fishermen have been staying home.
:'Rain and floods definitely hurt

fishing," said Bill Silvey, a fisheries
management supervisor for the Ari

,zona Game and Fish Department.
-' "The waters turn turbid and cold, an'd

that turns (fish) off from foraging.
"The bonus in all this is, it's going

to create a great reproductive year.
We suffer now, but in two, three or

'four years, we'll see an abundance of
fish." "

Hiking trails
'. There are about 59 Jhiles of hikin'g
trails at the Phoenix Mountain Pre
serve, but none closed during the rains
and floods.

Randy Singh, a manager for
Phoenix's parks department, said
there were some erosion problems on
the Echo Canyon Trail on Camelback
Mountain'but no closures. .

Rain, however, did reduce the
hiking on Papago Park tails, Singh
said.

Darion Gilbert, a manager at South
Mountain Park, also reported fewer
hikers.

"We didn't get heavy rain, just
constant rain,", Gilbert said. "But
when it's wet, people don't hike."

,
..;!

Manager Dan Luciano said.

aiDs' ~fl1oo:ds ·'a·
".; ..~ :,;, ,: ,,' -' ' " " ,,', ",;~, ''';', " ,. ::~,,< ,.~,"

••'~;'l'.t'Io. .' .-~.",.f-EVents' canceled I iace~ay is at 115th Avenue and sl~ppy to let the carts out,::.~it:ielwea!her. ',M Sunrise ,Pa~k Resort'in. . Kelly - Oby,. wh? ,manage~. the
't~ .. . , Baselme Road, said,. " " ." .. the .-'~h!te Mountams,' of eastern .Mount Lemmon, ski, area, said the
- r<-.·....' t b "It's crazy to live in theYalley this i'People don't want' to "play "when ,,; Ai:izoria, what once was a '40-inch' main road probably'will iemainclo'sedrevenues cu ,y many, years and, still have water it's like that, so, yes, businesshas been .. base at th~ end of De~ember has for another week or two. The other

:::;;:~' >'. h .releases rule our lives.": ' ,down. Ifshurt 'us ,:bad'.', This' 'is':"swelled to 110 inches. . " 'ehtrarice~'how~ver, has been cleared of,PQOr .weat er .; Pat Pa~terson, a .Charlotte, ,N.C,- normal.ly our busiest t4ne,of the ye~r.l", "We had to shut one day because' snow and the'facility has been opened.
~.;:;::.: " ' . .' based'racmg promoter, knows. how The city .probably lost $20,000 m we lost our· power, but other than. . .'
f;;;";";',· .. ' Jobe' feels. Patterson is proITlOting a (revenue) in tWQ weeks':" .. " .:. '.. . ,that, it's .been ',~great," said Tom Horse racmg

By1;~c~Tk ~rmIJ.o. ,... " •.~. lO-race . series "for sprint· cars "and' At Papago Golf Course,': another Marsing,.operations manager. Turf Paradise' President Bob
The Arizona Kepubllc 'd M' S d I •• 1 "' '1' '.' Ph '. "M f b' (90 t

• ~7 ",-"'> .' ". . '. ,~ get racers at anzan1!a,. pee w,ay. ~Un1CII)':., ~aci It~. ',m .' ~emx, an" ost 0 our usmess. 0, Walker reported no race ~ance,llations
.~ft.~f the fin~nclal bath he took, ,m the west Valley, but· ram.'forced . ,employee Said busmess was off 50 per- .-95 percent) comes from Phoemx.and" bec'ause of the weather: Bufthere has

Ph?e~~ InternatIOnal Raceway own~r consec,utive postponerrients the. past' ,cent .during the recerit· indement. Tucson, and t~eY've still. been coming' been 'a slight dropoff at the betting
BU~dX J?be could use so~e of t~at' two weekends: .,., weather." ". up .here. Wedld 9,00~ skiers (Jan. 16), windows.._, ! ,'.

feder~l disaster mon~y that s flowmg . "The parking lot was flooded, the "It's destroyed theamount of play which was .our bUSiest day of th~. .- For the season the Phoenix race-
to Anzona. ,racetrackwas flooded, and the dirt . we usually get," sai~.the·employe~, ;~year." .. ' ~,:',:.,•. ".. " '),:'. track is avera in' $496443 a day in
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Contributing to this article were Steve
Yozwiak, Jerry Kammer and Bill Dono·
van of The Arizona Republic.

Phoebe Watchman, spokeswoman
for the tribe's emergency-management
department, said the tribe had asked
for state assistance in evacuating six
Navajo families from the Indian Wells
area, also because of flooding caused
by the Little Colorado.

Watchman said her office has been
trying to get community-chapter offi
cials to report conditions to the tribe,
but so far has only received a few
phone calls.

"We think that many of the
managers may be stuck at home and
not able to get to their offices to call
us," Watchman said.

Several other communities in Ari
zona, such as Inscription House, have
called the tribe to report that
secondary roads are impassable be
cause of mud, and Watchman said the
tribe has begun an assessment to
determine the seriousness of the
problems.

400 evacuated
Division of Public Safety said officers
have advised the evacuees to not
return to their homes, "but I know of
at least one woman who rode back in
on horseback."

The flood also closed Arizona 99
between Leupp and Winslow in the
Canyon Diablo area. About a quar
ter-mile of the highway was un-der as
much as 2 feet of water Saturday
afternoon.

Navajo police Lt. Ronni Wauneka
said, "It's mellowing out now, but
we're expecting that the water level
will rise again when the storms come
in."

The water level of the Little
Colorado River had dropped 3 feet by
Saturday afternoon from its high
point Friday night, Wauneka said.

The tribe, aided by county govern
ments and companies such as Peabody
Coal Co., has been transporting
everything from food and coal to
livestock feed and wood into the area
the past three days for. those who were
going to stay in their homes.

storms today.
"We're expecting another flood,"

said Wagner, notin~ that the National
Weather Service liad issued a flash
flood warning for northeastern Ari
zona's plateau region, which includes
areas north of the Mogollon Rim,
about 3:45 p.m. Saturday.

A spillway at the Blue Ridge
Reservoir, which traps forest-area
runoff along Clear Creek, was par
tially blocked by large logs late
Friday. Emergency workers freed
those logs by early Saturday, Wagner
said.

On the Navajo Reservation near
Bird Springs, 15 widely scattered
families were evacuated late Friday by
an Arizona Army National Guard
helicopter and four-wheel-drive vehi
cles. Three others were taken out by
four-wheel-drive vehicles Saturday.

The families were staying with
relatives or at a Bureau of Indian
Affairs boarding school in the nearby
community of Leupp.

Sgt. Merv Yoyetewa of the Navajo
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their homes late Saturday, at least
briefly, to salvage belongings.

Emergency crews worked around
the clock to repair damage to the dike
in anticipation of a new round of

**

ISO-foot section of dike, he said.
Meanwhile, 18 families were evacu

ated Friday and Saturday along the
swollen river in the reservation
community of Bird Springs. Navajo
Nation President Peterson Zah toured
the area by helicopter Saturday after
declaring a state of emergency the day
before.

By the time the dike was breached
about 9:45 p.m. Friday, emergency
crews had gone door to door and had
called out on portable public-address
systems to alert residents of the rural
Ames Acres community, Wagner said.

Evacuees were sent to four local
churches serving as shelters.

"The Little Colorado River came
up over the dike," Wagner said. "It
cut about a ISO-foot hole in the dike,"
which runs for about eight miles
around Winslow.

Parts of the city are in lo,w-Iying
areas, Wagner said, and damage was
estimated at nearly $1 million, not
including any possible livestock lost.
Residents were expected to return to

Sunday, January 10, 1993he Arizona Republic

By Mark Shaffer
The Arizona Republic

Heavy flooding along the Little
Colorado River in northeastern Ari
zona has forced the evacuation of
about 400 people from the Winslow
area and the Navajo Indian Reserva
tion's southwestern corner.

"They've had whole trees and dead
cows coming down Clear Creek, all
coming down from the watershed,"
Winslow police Lt. Wayne Wagner
said of floodwaters swelling major
tributaries of the Little Colorado just
outside Winslow.

Nearly 300 people in a farming area
north of Winslow had to leave
overnight Friday or early Saturday
after rushing waters broke through a

Winslo~ Navajo areas flooded
Little Colorado '
breaches dike
around city



• Water rips
scaffolding
from bridge
By Karina Bland
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"It all just floated downstream,"
Mitchell said. "However, that
could cause some problems farther
down the river if that debris gets
hung up."

Because the city has not taken
ownership of the bridge, the con
tractor, Edward Kraemer & Sons
of Phoenix, will take the financial
hit.

The bridge was to cost $8 mil
lion, with half being paid by the
Arizona Department of Transpor
tation and half by the city. Com
pletion was scheduled in August.

While spectators lined the origi
nal Mill Avenue Bridge and the
riverbanks on Friday, officials
watched the water for the adven
turous. They have seen people on
inner tubes and in canoes.

Dana Leonard / THE PHOENIX GAZETTE
Spectators gather along the Salt River bank on Friday to watch
surging waters batter the new Mill Avenue bridge.
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The new bridge is being built to

relieve traffic congestion and
make way for the Rio Salado
Project, which will turn the bare

. bed into a riverside community of
parks, restaurants and nightclubs.

Once there is water in the river
full-time, motorists won't be able
to cross on the Rio Salado Park
way, which normally handles
northbound traffic.

The new bridge will carry two
lanes of northbound traffic and a
bicycle lane. The old bridge will
handle southbound traffic.

City engineers and bridge con
tractors were concerned that wood,
steel and other material falling
from the new bridge would pile up
against and damage the existing
bridge, but that did not happen.

81
• Storm a boon

for roofing
company.

.Awesome
power at Stewart
Mountain Dam.

.A portion of a
landfill may slide
into the Salt River.

A7
.About 1 inch of

rain is expected
tonight.

TEMPE - The surging Salt
River ripped the scaffolding from a
half-completed Mill Avenue bridge
on Friday, swallowing up pieces of
wood and steel as it roared down
the usually dry riverbed.

On the riverbank, city officials
and contractors simply watched in
quiet dismay.

"It's what
we antici- Inside
pated would
happen," city
spokeswoman
Nachie Mar
quez said.
"We . just
hope it
doesn't get
worse." -{

Scaffolding
that pro
tected the un
finished half
of the bridge

which
spans the
river just east
of the origi-
nal - started collapsing at 12:30
p.m. The completed half of the
bridge remained intact early today
as officials at the Salt River
Project continued releasing water
in the wake of heavy rains.

About half of the temporary
scaffolding had fallen by 4 p.m.
Friday, but the concrete footings of
the unfinished part of the bridge
were expected to survive, Marquez
said.

When fmished, the bridge is
designed to withstand 250,000 cu
bic feet of water per second. The
temporary structures can with
stand only 33,000 cfs.

The flow peaked at 124,000 cfs
at 10:15 p.m., SRP spokeswoman
Teri Morri said. The heavy flows
have forced city engineers to keep
watch over the old bridge as well,
but it shows no signs of damage,
they said.

With the riverbed probably at
its best-groomed in decades be
cause of preparation for the Rio
Salado Project, Mayor Harry
Mitchell doesn't fear damage.

"Things are OK, I think," he
said. "We can see what the Rio
Salado might look like if it was
completed."

See .BRIDGE, Page A10
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a
flood aid
soughtby
governor
Damage at $25 million,
more rain is forecast
By Eric Miller
The Arizona Republic

With preliminary estimates placing tatewide flood
damage at more than $25 million, Gov. Fife Symington
on Friday fonnally requested that President Bush
declare Arizona a flood-disaster area, which would make
it eligible for federal relief fund . . .

"After visiting many of the flooded communities
across our state, I am convinced we need federal help to
repair the damages to our homes and bu inesses as soon
as possible," Symington said.

Also Friday, Symington authorized the release of an
additional $1 million in state funds to as ist statewide
relief efforts, and state officials began bracing for a rainy
weekend and another possible round of flooding.

The National Weather Service predicted rain for most
of the state today, with possible periods of heavy rain
Sunday and Monday.

In another flood-related development, Scottsdale City
Manager Dick Bowers on Friday reversed an earlier
decision and announced that, effective immediately, the
city temporarily would discontinue use of the Tri-City
Landfill, north of Mesa. ,

On Jan. 8, Symington declared a state emergency and
authorized $\00,000 in state funds for flood relief.

"It appears from the initial assessments that the
damage is going to exceed $25 million," said Dan Roe, a
state emergency-services-program coordinator.

Officials with state and local emergency services and
the Red Cross will continue assisting flood victims from
about 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. this weekend, Roe said.

A flood warning remained in effect Friday for
Winkelman, Hayden, Kearny, Kelvin and Florence,
along the Gila River southeast of Phoenix, despite
slightly lower water flows from Coolidge Dam.

John Egan, spokesman for the Salt River Project, said
releases from Granite Reef Diversion Dam north of
Mesa continued to be about 30,000 cubic feet per second
Friday.

"As for the weekend, we're in a position that anything
that comes in has to go out pretty quickly," Egan said.

Roe said 10 preliminary-damage-assessment teams left
Phoenix on Friday afternoon, fanning out across the
tate to begin putting a pencil to damage in the .10

Arizona counties that have requested emergency-relief
funds.

The team will go out again Sunday to areas that were
diffi ult to reach Friday.

The fmancial-damage assessments will be used to
assist Synun2ton in efforts to obtain federal relief funds.

The cou;u that have requested flood relief are
Maricopa, PIma. Gila, Yavapai, Navajo, Graham,
Coconino, Apache, Greenlee and Pinal.

Damage estimat already have been made in
.1aricopa, Pima, 'a\ajo and Gila counties, but the
lCUf have not yet been released.
- t sdale' announcement on halting its use of the

Tn-Ci Landfill came on the heel of heavy water
rele . during tbe past week that have washed enough
garbage from tbe landfUl downstream through Phoenix
to fill more than 3. 00 garbage truc' official said.

- See FEDERAL, page B3
---------

Saturday, January 16,1993

- FEDERAL, from page B 1

Bowers, the city manager, said
Scottsdale will cooperate in a Valley
wide cleanup of the debris after the
waters recede.

"While our use of the landfill is a
significant distance from the river's
banks and is not contributing to the
erosion, our decision to temporarily
cease hauling will help all parties
involved to focus on cleanup activities
and permanent solutions to the
problem," Bowers said.

Scottsdale will haul its waste to
Maricopa County's Cave Creek Land
fill.

Also Friday, Arizona Public Ser
vice Co. and KTVK-TV (Channel 3)
announced a joint flood-relief effort to
help victims in the hard-hit Winkel
man area.

The ArizoDa Republic

The public can drop off donated
items at any of the 45 APS offices
statewide for the remainder of the
month.

Items most needed by residents in
the flood-tom area include toiletries,
personal·care items, board and card
games for all ages, and new or
like-new clothing and blankets.

Officials with Blue Cross and Blue
Shield of Arizona announced Friday
that they will extend by 30 days a
grace period for payment of health
premiums for flood victims.

Places affected by the payment
extension include Winslow, the Oak
Creek area, Cave Creek, New River,
Wickenburg, Holly Acres, The Flats
in Winkelman, the Tanque Verde area
of Tucson, Marana, Duncan, Punkin
Center, Gisela, Kearny, Mammoth,
Douglas and Clift~n.
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Victoria Buckner/The Arizona Republic

Floods wreaked havoc throughout Arizona last week. Common insurance policies offer "all-risk" protection, which means everything is
covered except menaces that are specifically excluded, such as earthquakes, termites, landslides, wars - and floods.

Homeowners' policies
offer varied protection
By Chet Currier
The Associated Press

Arizona residents whose property was
damaged by floods last week may have
wished they had reviewed their insurance
policies before disaster struck.

Money Matters, a fmancial planning
guide from IDS Financial Services, states,
"Homeowners' policies come with varying
degrees of protection. It's up to you to know
what you're covered for and whether that
coverage is adequate."

Under a system widely used by insurance
compames homeowners' policies are avail
able m ix classes, numbered HO-! through
HO-6 - one of which actually applies to
renters and another of which is aimed at
owners of condominiums and cooperative

partments.
F r most people, the process of a periodic

10 urance review starts with simply digging
out your policy and reading it.

"Your policy will explicitly describe the
type of coverage that you have and, perhaps
more importantly, it will list the perils that
are excluded from coverage," said William
Brennan, editor of the Financial Planning

Reporter, a newsletter published by the
accounting fIrm of Ernst & Young.

In one of the most common formats,
HO-3, a house gets "all-risk" protection,
which means everything is covered except
menaces that are specifIcally excluded.

"These exclusions usually include earth
quakes, floods, termites, landslides, wars,
tidal waves and nuclear accidents," accord
ing to IDS.

Such perils are kept out of the policy
because they carry with them the potential
for claims so widespread or costly that they
would make the price of insurance prohibi
tively high, Brennan points out.

"Your policy may list other exclusions,
especially if you live in an area that has been
repeatedly battered by a particular type of
natural disaster or calamity," he said.

Coverage for these items must be shopped
for and bought separately. Flood insurance,
for example, is provided through a govern
ment program offered in participating
communities.

Aside from checking what is covered and
what isn't, advisers urge attention to several
dollars-and-cents questions.

"To receive a 100 percent reimbursement
on a claim (less your deductible), you must
insure your home for at least 80 percent of
its replacement cost," Brennan said.

"To prevent increasing costs from exceed
ing your coverage, policies often have
automatic inflation ·adjustments built into
them. Or you can usually add inflation
protection for a nominal amount.

"Are contents adequately insured?" Bren
nan asked. "Check for special limits on
items such as silverware, jewelry and furs.

"Be aware that homeowners' insurance
typically covers the cash value of contents.
You can add a rider to ensure your home's
contents for their replacement cost."

By the time you assemble all the coverage
you want, the cost of the premium can look
pretty steep. To reduce it, consider increas
ing your deductible.

With a bigger deductible, you will have to
pay more out of your own pocket when big
calamities hit, and to shoulder all or most of
the cost in smaller misfortunes. But the
premium savings can be substantial, maybe
even covering the cost of the deductible in as
little as two or three years.
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Shirley Murdock
tapes a box of

picture albums
as she packs a

household's
worth of

belongings and
puts them into a

rented 45-foot
truck. "We've got

a friend on a
mesa top north
of the river who

has an
equipment

shed," she said.
"We'll take it up

there until the
water goes

down."
Michael Ging/The Arizona Republic

Woman's family prepares for flood 66 .years after descendants did

.~

stand of the bermuda grass that he
raises for seed was now submerged in
water from a broken dike.

"This whole place is going to be a
swimming pool in a few days,"
Klingenberg said as friends and family
loaded his farm records inlo a lruck.

Klingenberg said he will leave
behind only a china cabinet, which he
feels is too heavy to move. He said he
figures he will lose his entire gross
sales of $350,000 for the year.

He estimates he also will hav!,; 10
spend $1,000 all acre to rehabilitate
and level the soil before planting.

"You know, I was looking at a topo
(topographical) map the other day,
and this house sits all a little billy
knoll a couple feet or so above the rest
of the land," he said. "I hope that
means something in the coming
r1~,,(: "

plentiful, newly matured iceberg crop.
On a two-way radio, the voice of

Murdock's son was filled with anxiety
as he talked about what to do if the
nearby Avenue 38E bridge was closed
before the harvest was completed. The
only route left would be a long,
circuitous route on dirt roads north of
the river toward Yuma.

Murdock has other problems, too.
She has to pack a household's worth
of furnitnre and belongings lind pul
thcm into a rented 45-foot truck.

"We've gol a friend on a mesa top
north of the river who has an equip
ment shed," she said. "We'll take il up
there until the water goes down."

John Klingenberg has a bigger
problem. Klingenberg, whose home is
a quarter-mile from the surging water,
pointed in the distance to his lower-40
ilcres. Whilt once h~rl hl'l'n ~ thi!'k

acres of prime farmland stretching to
the river and fronting it for one-half
mile, behind a large dike.

Even at a flow of 12,000 cfs, a
gaping hole was almost cut in the dike
in late January before 100 truckloads
of rock werc hauled in to shore it up.

Murdock has no illusions aboul
what's in store for her land during the
next few clays, when altnost four times
that much water is expected t·o pour
down the Gila.

"I jllsl hope we have an irrigation
system left," Murdock said. "A foot
or water ill the hOlls(: wc ean deal
with. Bnt losing all our crops and all
the irrigation equipmcnt, we can't
deal with that."

On Tuesday, she was trying to beat
the clock to save her lettuce crop. A
machine had just arrived during the
morning to begin harvesting her

Farmers rush ·to avoid Gila's wrat.
By Mark Shaffer
The Arizona Republic

ROLL - Shirley Murdock always
has a rcminder of how wet life can be
in the Gila River Valley.

On .the mantle of her living-room
wall, just beneath a big, Sluffed elk
head, is a picture. of her grandfalher,
Ed Lidclen.

He's sta~ding in front of the
one-room Roll post office in 1927, the
year water roared down the river at a
rate of 61 ,000 cubic feet per second.

01' Ed is sl<lIlding in water lip to
his knces in that weathered photo.
And that was 2 miles from the river.

Now, 66 ycars later, Mllrdock lintls
herself In the same boat.

Her home is only a half-mile away,
and most importantly, al the same
elevation as the old post office.

Murdock said her family has 1,200

**Wednesday, February 24, 1993The Arizona RepublicA2
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Rampaging river
forces shutdown
of pumping plant
Water to unaffected fields, homes cut off

Jeff Robbins I The Associated Press
Floodwaters frQm the Gila River began inundating lettuce fields east of Yuma on Wednesday.
The fertile region along the normally dry river produces most of the nation's winter lettuce. With
irrigation pumps now shut off, unflooded fields can't get water, hurting cotton farmers.

•

homes this week in the southern
part of the Mexicali Valley if the
Colorado continues rising, authori
ties said Wednesday.

Though it may seem more water
is the last thing farmers need, loss
of irrigation water hurts those
planning to plant cotton on fields
spared by the flood.

Sharp continued preparing his
fields for cotton Wednesday de
spite the dim prospects.

"We can't quit farming just
because there's water threaten
ing," he said.

feet of water near fields where
crews try to save the lettuce crop.

Though flows from the storm-fed
reservoir behind the dam peaked
over the weekend, the river contin
ued to spread destruction as the
peak worked its way downstream,
Wilbur said.

':There's a restaurant that I
used to go to, the Miner's Camp,"
Wilbur said. "I checked that place
last night and it was high and dry.
Now it has a couple feet of water."

Meanwhile, in Mexicali, Baja
California Norte, about 6,000 peo
ple may have to evacuate their

possible. Herb Guenther, district
assistant manager, estimated
Tuesday that 15,000 to 18,000 of
the district's 65,000 acres of fields
were underwater.

County officials have been un
able to compile damage tallies, but
a flight along the river Wednesday
revealed dozens of homes and
other structures partly submerged.

The river churns within its
banks in some stretches, then
spills through ruined dikes across
mile-wide stretches of fields. Iso
lated farmhouses and huge farm
machines sit abandoned in several

"If it breaks into the canal
system .. . we've got the river in
the canal," he said. It also would
sever an access road to ongoing
levee work farther west, he added.

"You want to know how this
flood is affecting us?" farmer
David Sharp of Roll asked. "The
whole district is shut down ...
domestic water, municipal water,
everything."

District farmers drink bottled
water, but use irrigation water in
their home plumbing for washing
and bathing.

Also Wednesday, muddy brown
water continued to creep across
fields that line much of the Gila's
out-of-control 90-mile run from the
Painted Rock Dam to the Colorado
River above Yuma.

The city isn't threatened, but
about 4,200 people along the Gila
and trailer parks near the Colo
rado's riverbank have been urged
to leave their homes.

Most Gila residents have heeded
that advice, and many hauled
their mobile homes with them,
Yuma County sheriffs Lt. Lewis
Wilbur said.

Farmers in the irrigation dis
trict supply 75 percent of the
nation's winter iceberg lettuce and
are rushing to save as much as

By Arthur H. Rotstein
The Associated Press

+ WELLTON - Flooding forced a
farm district to shut its main
pumping plant Wednesday, cutting
off irrigation and household water
supplies to hundreds of people
along the Gila River, officials said.

The plant, which helps bring
water from the Colorado River to
the Wellton-Mohawk Irrigation
and Drainage District, was shut
down to relieve flooding pressure
threatening its main pumping
plant 17 miles east of Yuma,
manager C.L. Gould said.

He said options included build
ing a dam about 1,000 feet north of
the plant's intake bay to keep out
water that threatened an 8,500
foot dike between the plant and
the normally dry river.

"If the water surface goes down
6 inches or so, I'd feel a lot better,"
he said.

The plant is the first in a chain
of three that fills the district's
50-mile delivery system. The other
two plants can't function unless
water is fed from No. 1.

Gould said a high river water
surface close to a canal three or
four miles west of the pumping
plant posed a more immediate
danger than the dike problem.
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barrels would hit the bridge, wedge under
it and smash it from below when the
water rose, or stop against the bridge and
collect a mass of debris in a damming
effect.

Dan Powell, an ADOT district engineer,
said water flows in the Gila aren't a threat
to the bridge. A flood in 1983 washed out
the approaches to the westbound side, but
Powell said the bridge has been re!nforced
and there is little chance it will wash
away.

from the bridge, was taken care of. Knight
said authorities figured the second tank
was far enough away and not a threat to
spray traffic with chunks of metal.

Personnel from the DPS, the state
departments of Transportation and Envi
ronmental Quality, the National Guard
and the Phoenix Fire Department were at
the scene. Knight estimated the tanks
were about 13 feet in diameter and 25 feet
long.

He said there were three concerns: The

KTVK-1V (Channel 3)
DPS demolition experts are lowered Wednesday into the flood-swollen Gila
River. They used explosives to blow holes in two tanks floating toward the
Interstate 10 bridge, scuttling them. Photo was taken from TV video.

ened the Interstate 10 bridge that crosses
the river near Bapchule.

Two state Department of Public Safety
explosive experts jumped from an Army
National Guard helicopter into the shal
low water near the tank closest to the
bridge at about noon. A DPS helicopter
hovered between them and the bridge to
rescue them if they were seized by the
swift current.

The officers attached an explosive
charge to the tank, lit the 10-minute fuse
and hopped back in the copter. The blast
blew a 3-foot hole in the tank at
12:20 p.m., and it sank onto a sand bar,
Knight said.

They repeated the procedure with the
second tank, getting into the water at
about 1 p.m. They used two charges and
got the same result. Officials believe the
tanks will stay put and no longer threaten
the bridge.

Both tanks were empty. One apparently
held water, and the other was an oil
container of some sort, Knight said.

"They just came floating down the
river, the Gila River, with all the debris
that's been coming along," he said.

Officials said traffic backed up for more
than three miles as both sides of the
double span were closed while the first
tank was sunk. It was only a quarter-mile
from the bridge, and there were worries
that debris might land on traffic.

The bridge remained open while the
second tank, about one-third of a mile

/'

Tank hazard
eliminated

THE PHOENIX GAZETTE

Same procedure with t''/o
explosive charges used ~
to blast second tank.

Gila River.
Sgt. Rick Knight, a Department of

Public Safety spokesman, said officials
don't know where the tanks came from.
But they became a focus of a major
multiagency operation when they threat-

DPS officers lowered from helicopter near tank,
which is about 25 feet long and 13 feet in
diameter. Helicopter hovers overhead to rescue
officers if they are swept downstream by
current. Explosive charge set with 10-minute
fuse. Blast rips three-foot hole in tank, which
drops safely onto sand bar. Bridge reopened.

lit "it. Iii>: '4:

PS sinks tanks headed for bridge
1-10 traffic at Gila River crossing backs up 3 miles during wait

The fight against flooding in Arizona
became a brief shooting war Wednesday
when state police officers blew up two
huge tanks floating toward a bridge on the

By Glen Creno
THE PHOENIX GAZETTE
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B acing·for more floods

Flagstaff police Officer Frank Higgins (above) carries a teen-ager
from frigid floodwaters. Bystander Dayna Nelson (above, left)

Photos by David E. Nelson/Special for The Arizona Republic

helped with the rescue Sunday when a canoe carrying two teens
collapsed. After the rescue, firefighters (below) treat a victim.

Earthen dam
in Canyon

•gIves way
By Gail Tabor
The Arizona Republic

Floodwaters receded in northern
Arizona on Sunday, but an earthen
dam in the Grand Canyon eroded,
sending water cascading through an
isolated Indian village.

Meanwhile, residents along the
lower Gila River near Yuma were
warned to prepare for evacuation
this week.

Sixty-three people were evacuated
from the canyon's Supai Village on
Sunday, including about eight tour
ists, said Bob McNichols, natural-re
sources officer for the Truxton
Canyon Agency of the Bureau of
Indian Affairs.

"Some of them were elderly, some
were infants, including one about a
month old, and others who just felt
they needed to leave," he said,
adding that the evacuees included
five dialysis patients.

"It's the worst I've seen in my 12
years at the agency."

To the south, water began flowing
- See MORE FLOODING, page A 12
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More flooding imperils folks along Gila River

Contributing to this article was The
Associated Press.

state today, with a small chance of
rain and snow in the north.

However, a much stronger and
colder Pacific weather disturbance is
predicted to bring significant rain and
snow to Arizona on Tuesday and
Wednesday, said Mike Franjevic, a
National Weather Service forecaster.

Temperatures are expected to fall,
too, with daily highs ranging from the
upper 20s in the mountains to the
upper 50s in the low desert. It will be
breezy Tuesday, Franjevic said, and
downright windy Wednesday.

On the heels of that front is another
Pacific storm, expected to bring more
showers and mountain snow to the
state Friday and into the weekend.

Franjevic said it is too early to tell
how strong next weekend's storm will
be, but "they both look like they
could be formidable."

However, he said, if they remain
cold storms instead of pumping up
some tropical moisture, melting snow
would not be added to the rain. That
would help residents along the lower
Gila River threatened by the runoff.

Anyone who wants to help can
make financial contributions to the
Red Cross, earmarking the check for a
disaster-relief fund. The address is
P.O. Box 1837, Cottonwood, AZ
86326. Ulch said clothing and food
cannot be accepted.

firefighters in wet suits arrived.
All three boys suffered from

hypothermia and were taken to the
emergency room of a Flagstaff hospi
tal, he said.

The main route into the subdivision
off Interstate 40, Country Club Road,
was under 5 to 7 feet of water Sunday,
Connell said.

Residents along the lower Gila
River were being told to brace for
soggy days ahead.

Salt River Project spokesman Scott
Harelson said Sunday that the peak
release from Granite Reef Diversion
Dam into the Salt River totaled
69,000 cfs about midnight Saturday,
decreasing to 35,000 to 38,000 cfs
Sunday. It was expected to stay at
that level at least through today.

"We would like to release more,
but we're trying to work with the
Army Corps of Engineers," he said.

"It appears that all this water is
headed for Painted Rock Dam, and
the reservoir there is full."

Once water is released from Gran
ite Reef Diversion Dam, near the
confluence of the Salt and Verde
rivers, it takes about three days to
make its way south to Painted Rock
Dam, five miles west of Gila Bend. By
that time, the Salt has merged with
the Gila River, and the trip to the
Colorado River near Yuma takes four
to five days.

The bad news isn't over. Another
weak Pacific disturbance is expected
to bring partly cloudy skies over the

SCilt
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in blankets."
In Flagstaff, a broken water main

to the Fairfield Continental subdivi
sion southeast of the city still was
plaguing municipal workers, said
police Sgt. Dennis Connell, public
information officer. Connell said he
didn't know when the water main
would be repaired, and residents were
warned to boil drinking water.

A teen-ager Sunday made a dra
matic rescue of two other teen-age
boys who decided to take a canoe for
a ride around the subdivision but were
dunked into the 39-degree water when
wind capsized the vessel. Dayna
Nelson, a bystander, went into the
water with two inner tubes and held
the boys steady until Flagstaff

II Granite Reef
Phoenix Dlrerslon~\

~::====:===~d Dam River
MARICOPA

Gillespie
Dam

Painted
Rock Dam

have opened a service center at the
Verde Rural Fire Department to
receive emergency assistance."

Irish said Arizona 89A, linking
Sedona and Flagstaff, will be closed
for up to five days. Rainwater roaring
down Oak Creek Canyon caused rock
slides and mudslides.

The rampaging waters inundated
Sycamore Cove, an Oak Creek island
community of about 30 mobile homes.
High water sent residents scurrying to
the roofs of their mobile homes, where
they waited for help.

"The water was running so fast, we
couldn't get them out until about 6:30
Sunday morning," Irish said.

"Some people spent four to six
hours on top of their roofs, wrapped

Agua
Caliente. ~

jh\ler

YUMA

20 miles

20 km

Dome

·~It:n

•

"

ceded in Camp Verde and other
communities along the Verde River.

"Water is down significantly, at
least 10 feet lower than its Friday
night peak," Sedona Police Chief Bob
Irish said.

"People who have lived here a long
time say they've never seen that much
water. It was a flash flood - it came
very fast and then receded at rapid
rates."

The American Red Cross is helping
people forced from their homes.

"We have opened a shelter at the
old Camp Verde High School," said
Mary Ulch of the Red Cross office in
Camp Verde.

"People can stay overnight there
and get three meals a day. We also

- MORE FLOODING, from page A 1

Sunday morning over the spillway of
Painted Rock Dam and will build up
over the next few days, said Col.
Robert VanAntwerp, district engineer
in the Los Angeles office of the Army
Corps of Engineers.

He added that the dam's outlet
gates will be regulated to maintain a

+ flow of 12,500 cubic feet per second as
long as possible to allow people
downstream some time to prepare for
inundation and evacuation of homes
and businesses in the flood plain from
the dam to the Colorado River.

"It's going to be horrible," said Jim
Myrtetus, public-affairs officer for the
Corps of Engineers.

VanAntwerp said a combination of
recent storms and a forecast of
upcoming rain probably will raise the
dam's outflow to levels of 30,000 cfs
to 50,000 cfs during the week.

On Saturday night, the corps
awarded an emergency contract to
beef up levee protection of the Avenue
38E Bridge, which links Ross and
Tacna in Yuma County. The work
should be done in three or four days.

A storm Friday evening in the
Mogollon Rim area dumped 4 inches
of rain on Flagstaff, triggering flood
waters that forced the evacuation
Saturday of 170 p~ople in Sedona and
270 families in Camp Verde, Cotton
wood, Clarkdale, Page Springs and
Cornville.

By Sunday, floodwaters had re-
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,Canyon grandeur can't displace sight of sludge in Salt
This column, of course, is

about the Grand Canyon. Not
about the Salt River.

In other words, it's about
the best place in Arizona.
Not the worst.

If! felt ornery, I would
write about the Salt River.

About the garbage. The toxic waste. The
63 landfills buried within its banks. The
.floods. The spectacular collapse of the new
Mill Avenue bridge during a moderate
rainstorm hlst week. But I feel good.

So I wish to portray our state in a
positive light.

I want to write about sunsets and
sure-footed burros making their way down
well-worn paths toward the sound of
roaring rapids. Marshmallows roasting in
the campfire. Big fat saguaros.
-Roadrunners. That sort of thing.

Good, old-fashioned, Arizona news.
Positive, healthy social commentary.

TOM
SPRATT

THE
PHOENIX
GAZETrE

Not jaded news about the polluted river
I cross every morning and evening, day
after day, year after year, while trying
desperately to think about the Grand
Canyon. And while cursing the fact that
nobody, after all these years, has done
anything to make that sordid eyesore of a
watercourse any less of a menace to'my
good taste.
. OK, so I've seen too much of the Salt

lately and too little of the Grand Canyon.
I apologize.

That is no excuse to become negative,
like so many outsiders who visit the
Valley for a few days and rashly conclude
that the Salt'is the most obnoxious thing
they've ever seen.

Those outsiders always plague us with
quotes like this:

"Flying over the Valley today, one has
to be appalled by the sight of the drained
Salt River. It is nothing other than a
jagged, ugly, dried-out scar cutting across
a beautiful Valley," urbanologist Neil
Peirce wrote in 1987, reflecting the
viewpoint of snooty liberal eastern
intellectuals.

What do they know?
An intelligent traveling companion

from Nashville offered a more astute
observation as our plane approached Sky
Harbor International Airport in August.

"You mean that thing down there with
the rocks and cement is a river? Are you 4

kidding?" he asked.

"No," I answered, feigning pride.
Nobody would make such remarks

about the Grand Canyon, which is why I
have decided to make it the topic of
today's column. (A column that offers
more than its share of good news, I might
add.)

So far, not a single bridge over the
canyon's mighty Colorado River has
collapsed due to Arizona's recent series of
rainstorms.

Not even one giant chunk of garbage
the size of 3,000 truckloads of garbage has
become dislodged from a Colorado River
landfill, only, to go roaring down through
the canyon, creating innumerable
cesspools.

Nor has the mayor of Phoenix formed a
task force to try to figure out how to deal
with the pesky river.

Sadly, all of that did happen to the Salt,
which is why I have decided not to write
about it.

The mayor's task force will meet for the
first time Thursday. Perhaps the citizens
will, at last, find ways to beautify the
channel. Perhaps other Valley leaders
will - once and for all- find ways to
clean up the river and protect it from
huge chunks of garbage.

Right now, I have more important
things to think about.

Ah, the Grand Canyon in January!
Snowflakes falling lightly, covering the
cliffs with a veil of white, glistening in the
cold morning sun. A bird taking off L.

silently from the branch of an evergreen.
A paradise adorned with hues of red,
orange and purple.

OK. Now, if I could only figure out how
to avoid the trip home over that accursed
Salt River.

Tom Spratt covers urban affairs for rHE
PHOENIX GAZETTE. His column
appears each Tuesday. .
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Sad memory
.of'83 flood
won't wash away
By Eric Miller
The Arizona Republic

While most Tu on residents were sitting safe
and dry in their homes, Barbara James was
donning a raincoat and a stitT upper)ip.

She was preparing for a face-to-face chat with
the raging river wa h that took her son's 'life 10
years ago.

"When my hu band was gone, I put my
raincoat on and, alked down to the wash, which I
can see from my bedroom window," she said
Saturday. "It looked like the' Colorado River in
the Grand Canyon. But I wasn't afraid. I was
angry.

"I just looked at it and creamed, 'You baStard!
You 'won't defeat me. I'm Indian and Irish, and
you don't hurt one of my kids!' . . ,

"I know this all ounds melodramatIc, but It s
almost a battle of wills. It's not going to break

-See MEMORY, pageA2

me."
Friday was tough for James and

her husband. When the heavy rains
come, the water in Tanque Verde
Wash often rises to perilous levels.

And so do the bad memories.
James' son, 26-year-old James Paul

Williams, was taking a friend and her
daughter to work at Tanque Verde
Ranch, a popular guest ranch in
Tucson, on a rainy morning in
October 1983 when his small pickup
truck got stuck in the middle of the
fast-moving water.

After seeing that the two women
were safely perched in the back of his
truck, Williams swam off to get help.

He struggled to the water's edge
and became trapped against the bank,
clutching a tree.

Two of his co-workers from the
ranch rushed over and grabbed hiln.
They battled to keep a grip on hiln for
45 minutes or more.

But just before a ranch crane could
be moved to the wash, a sudden surge
of water wrenched Williams from his
friends' grasp. Cold and tired, he
succumbed to the swirling waters.

The two women were rescued
shortly afterward.

"His fiance and he were going to
get married and move to Alaska and
homestead, because my son was a big
outdoors person and nature-lover,"
James said.

"I was very, very angry at Paul for
a long time. I finally realized that I
was very angry at hiln for dying. It's
not normal for a child to go before the
parent."

Ironically, James and her husband,
who lived in the Chicago area at the
time of Paul's death, chose a retire
ment spot in 1989 near the Tanque
Verde Wash in northeast Tucson.
Their home is only a few miles from
the area where Williams drowned.

It was the migraine headaches
brought on by her son's death that
forced James into a medical retire
ment from her job as an office
manager for an auto dealership.

James said she later heard that her
son's ranch friends who clutched hUn
for nearly an hour felt for years that
they had let hUn down.

"But they were risking their lives
by just holding onto him," James said.
"One of them even fell in, jumped out
on an eddy and went right back to
holding onto him."

"I tried to get ahold of both of
them to tell them, 'Don't feel bad, you
did everything you could and more.' "

She never did.
The owners of Tanque Verde

Ranch, where Williams was a mainte
nance worker, donated a burial site at
the ranch alongside the graves of their
ancestors.

He was laid to rest on the very spot
in the graveyard he once showed to
his mother as a place where he often
came to meditate.

"That's where I buried hiln," she
said. "On that very spot.

"This was the only place I wanted
to come, because my son is buried
here." .
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When deluge stops, repairs and grieving start
R

ivers, of course, are not
human. But after you have
personally experienced a

flooded house, they seem to take
on an evil disposition.

The Santa Cruz River, feeling
cocky because of a 100-year
rainstorm in October 1983,
smashed into my parents' house
near Rillito, growled around the
outside and left mounds of sandy
mud and car-size holes in the yard.
Then, it busted inside, tasted
everything it co~ld reach and
roared away.

Was it angry because the house
had peacefully sat in a flood plain
for 20 years, about 100 yards from
the river? Or was it trying to
remind us that people make a
home, not possessions?

No one was hurt. My parents,
then in their early 60s, had escaped
to a Tucson motel. But their shock
was deep. I didn't see them cry,
but I sure remember their anger. I
remember Mom angrily throwing
muddy records, dishes and what
ever she felt like into a big hole in
the back yard, an instant landfill.

_ See WHEN, page E3

- WHEN, from pageEl

Flood victims, we would learn, go
through the same grieving stages as
widows, widowers, divorcees and
other victims of shock. From then
until he died four years ago, my dad, a
retired Air Force lieutenant colonel
who flew almost 50 bombing missions
in World 'War II, kept a light on
whenever he went to bed.

My parents had no flood insurance,
but they did have enough money

saved to pay for rehabilitation. They
rented a house in Tucson and weren't
able to move back home for eight
months.

They hired local people to lay tile
and do electrical work, but mostly it
was a family project. All six adult
children came from Glendale; Flag
staff; Albuquerque; Durango, Colo.;
and Kalispell, Mont., to pitch in.

A brother and sister first had to dig
through sand to open the door. Then,
they pushed out all the mud, playfully

splashing some on each other. My
husband rented a small tractor and
pushed the sand dunes away from the
house and leveled the yard. That was
an important psychological step be
cause then we could see the house
again.

I remember shoveling wheelbarrow
loads of sand and later dried vinyl
floor tile.

Almost all the furniture had to be
discarded. Fortunately, the most valu
able item, a solid-wood antique dining
room set, looked as good as ever after

a new coat of varnish.
Most of the family photographs,

which had been stored in dresser
drawers, were ruined. The mud just
seemed to wash the images away.

A brother who is a carpenter spent
almost a month refinishing all the
woodwork and building a set of blond
kitchen cabinets.

Finally, about a year after the
flood, the inside and outside walls
were painted, erasing the last of the
mud stains. "

But not the memories.
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City Landfill and were paying $20,000 to
$30,000 a week, Bowers said.

The additional $5,000 results from costs
of hauling garbage to the 19th Avenue
landfill, Bowers said.

Meanwhile, Gov. Fife Symington asked
the president for federal aid to deal with
the landfill problem. Officials from the
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Com
munity, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Arizona Emergency Services, Federal
Emergency Management Agency and the
state Department of Environmental Qual
ity are working on plans to protect the
landfill from further erosion both in the
short and long term. The landfill is sche
duled to close in October.

Four other plans are being discussed,
one proposing that Mesa, Tempe and
Scottsdale jointly finance a cleanup after
the water recedes.

"We won't back away from our com
mitment to support the tribe in their
efforts to close the Iandfil~" Bowers said.

Tribal president Ivan Makil said Friday
the cost of securing the landfill against
future flooding is about $1 million.

Scottsdale will spend an extra $5,000 a
week to use Maricopa County's landfill to
ease the strain on the Tri-eity Landfill,
city officials said Saturday.

Scottsdale City Manager Dick Bowers
said the move would be temporary but
would help shift the focus of the discussion
about the landfill, which has been eroding
and sending trash down the rushing Salt
River. "It's about time we stop talking
about which cities are dumping and which
aren't and start talking about cleaning
up."

Mesa and Tempe have announced no
plans 'to discontinue using the Tri-eity
Landfill on Salt River Pima-Maricopa
Indian Community land.

Mesa Mayor Willie Wong said last week
that negative publicity has blown the land
fill damage out of proportion. Neither
Wong nor Tempe city officials could be
reached Saturday for comment.

Scottsdale residents send more than
200,000 tons of refuse a year to the Tri-

Scottsdale temporarily switches landfills
By Sonja Lewis
Tribune writer

The Associated Press contributed to this
report. "

Weather Service said.
Releases from Roosevelt Dam, 80 miles

southeast of Phoenix, were cut back to 14,900
cubic feet per second Saturday from 24,000
cfs Friday, but the 80-year-old dam currently
has only one operating spillway. The other
spillway has been temporarily blocked to
accommodate a construction project that will
elevate the dam by 77 feet to improve stor
age capacity and provide flood control.

Releases from the Granite Reef Diversion
Dam down the Salt River through the Phoe
nix area were at 51,000 cfs Saturday. Last
week's peak release of 124,000 cfs caused
substantial damage to a bridge under con
struction in downtown Tempe and washed
garbage from the Tri-eity Landfill.

The Central Arizona Chapter of the Ameri
can Red Cross plans to bring in 50 to 60
volunteers from across the nation to staff 12
shelters the agency has in Arizona. State
headquarters will be in Globe because the
city is halfway between Phoenix and Tucson,
said Red Cross spokeswoman Claudia Schna
gel.

kowitz said, but will move into the low 40s
Monday: On Tuesday the colder areas could
dip below freezing, while most of the metro
politan area will be in the upper 30s.

However, there is sunlight at the end of the
tunnel. ,With the storms moving out Tueroay,
Berkowitz said, the area will see a prolonged
drying period.

By the end of the week, the forecast has
temperatures possibly reaching the 70s
again.

A flash flood watch was in effect for north
ern, central and western Arizona through
noon today, and the flood warning for the Gila
River from San Carlos Dam to Painted Rock
Dam continued, according to the Weather
Service.

People living along mountain streams or
canyons in the central basin country should
be alert to the danger of flooding, the
Weather Service advised, and be ready to
move to higher ground if the water rises.

With the soil already saturated, heavy run
offs are expected, officials said.

There was still considerable snow on the
ground over parts of northern Arizona, which,
with rain. could increase the flood threat, the

Record-breaking rain to douse Valley
By Paul Coro
Tribune writer

If the last 12 days of steady wet weather
has felt monotonous, the Valley now has a
record to verify it., ':.

A record estltblished in the 19~Os for most
consecutive daYS with a trace or more of raiD
was broken Saturday when it rained for the
12th straight day. The old record was 10 days,
set in 1921 and tied in 1926.

But Mother Nature apparently is thinking
big. The National Weather Service said two
more storms, one which arrived Saturday
night, will bring heavy rains through Monday.
Between 2 and 3 inches of rain are predicted.

"It's going to rain pretty hard and consis
tently," meteorologist Bob Berkowitz said.
"it's going to be a bad storm."

The storm that arrived Saturday has more
moisture coming from subtropical jet
streams; but the second storm, expected to
arrive today, is a strong cold-air system that
will drop temperatures and lower the snow
level about 2,000 feet.

Lows will remain in the upper 40s or low
50s tonight because of the cloud cover, Ber-,...
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Sunday, January 17, 1993 The Arizona Republic

Stupidity
storm

R
ain is supposed to be a positive
agent. It cleans the air; it renews
our deserts. Unfortunately, it also

brings to our attention the abject stupidity
of politicians and regular citizens alike.

This is not run-of-the-mill stupidity we're
talking about, not just locking the keys in
the car or breaking a campaign promise.
No, this is stupidity of Himalayan
proportions. This is stupidity of exactly the
sort that must have encouraged the
Guinness brothers to begin their book of
records.

Function in the rain
This all starts fairly harmlessly with the

rain. I have it on good authority that most
automobiles, including those produced
outside this country with cheap labor, are
designed to be functional in the rain. No
owner's manual requires people to drive 5
miles an hour on wet streets.

But annoying as they are, slow drivers do
not actually qualify for the level of stupidity
about which I'm talking.. To get to the
major leagues of really stupid drivers, we
need to talk about the wash crossers. How
many warnings must be issued, how many
barricades placed, how many death-defying
rescues performed before these jerks will
understand?

Those same cars that were designed to
function perfectly well in the rain were
decidedly not designed to cross rivers.
When you see a piece of a bridge or a house
go floating by, that is a good sign your car
is not going to make it across the wash.
Sadly, this stupidity results in police officers
and fire-fighters risking their lives to save
people whose value to society is mos~ ,
cenainly marginal. They should be ticketed,
have their licenses revoked, be charged the
cost of the rescue, or perhaps we should just· •
let them drift on down to Yuma. .

The wash crossers are a sorry lot. But
their sins pale in comparison to those of the •
politicians, the absolute champs of
rain-related stupidity. Exhibit number one
is of course, the Tri-City landfill, a garbage.
d~mp immediately adjacent to a river. This •
required the collective stupidity of many,
many elected and appointed officials. Not
urprisingly, none of them are especially

all.UOUS to take credit now. They are almost
full to the top with feeble excuses - we
can't do anything becau e it's on tribal land,
we don't have any place el e to take our
trash, we dump our tr h on the other side
of the dump, etc.,-"'et:=,c'--. _

•
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The excuses are every bit as nauseating as
the stench now wafting over the Salt River.
So far, more than 150 tons of this crud has
been tom away from the dump to fmd its
way down the river. And even better, it now .
percolates into a fetid soup which may well .:
eventually find its way into our
groundwater.

The decision to put the dump next to the
river is so monumentally idiotic it must
have been arrived at by committee. The Salt
River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community
owns and operates the dump. (I'm guessing
this is not what is meant by "a reverence for
the land.") The cities of Scottsdale and
Mesa take their garbage there, and the
Arizona Department of Environmental
Quality permits them to do so. The Army
Corps of Engineers is "studying" the
problem. Gov. Symington hasn't said much
about it, though he was impressed with the
strength of nature when he and Sen. John
McCain took their mandatory helicopter
rides over the flooding. Sen. Dennis
DeConcini didn't say much about it when
he took his ride to examine the upstream
dams. (It is a well known fact that dams are ,
best inspected from the air.) The rest of the
Arizona congressional delegation, who seem
only too anxious to stick their noses into
tribal business when it is to their advantage,
have fallen silent.

Liquid landfill
Meanwhile, the Salt River has become a

liquid landfill, a dangerous and disgusting
eyesore for which no one is responsible.
Even the early discussions about a clean-up
have been comical. Phoenix officials say
they will clean up the portion of the mess in
Phoenix but "responsible parties" are
expected to pay for it. The landfill operators
say they will pay if it can be proven the
garbage being cleaned up came from their
landfill.

Some now say we should stop pointing
fmgers and assessing blame. Wrong. We
should finger every fool who was involved
in this fiasco so we can either Yote them out
of office or fire them out of a job. But before
they go, they should strap on some hip
waders and get busy cleaning up the mess
their stupidity created.

Stephen Tuttle is a Phoenix writer and
political consultant.
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Golfers and 'snowbirds'
holed up by rain, floods

Minnesotans
Bryan and
Tanya Berg,
who arrived in
the Valley last
Monday for two
weeks of golf,
have played
only one round.
"If the weather
doesn't clear up,
my wife and I
are going to
head ... home,"
Bryan Berg said.

The rain washed out golf for Joe Hoffman
of Bemidji, a city in.north-central Minnesota,
he said as he ate breakfast at the Community
Restaurant near McKellips and Recker roads
in Mesa.

But he wasn't too concerned.
"This is a lot better than snow with a

75-degree-below-zero windchill," he said. "I
don't mind this warm rain a bit."

Charles Krejcsi/The Arizona Republic

multimillion-dollar golf industry. Some
courses have been closed for several days
because of flooding, and course officials such
as Lessig are concerned about the threat of
additional rain.

"It hurts very much," he said. "This is
when you need to make up for the slow
summer time. There's no way we can make up
for these lost days."

"There are a lot of card games," said Bob
Dallas of Des Moines, who spends most of the
winter in Mesa each year with his wife,
Maxine. "We had 29 consecutive days withou
sunshine in Iowa."

Others, such as Bryan and Tanya Berg of
St. Paul, Minn., who arrived in the Valley last
Monday for two weeks of golf, considered
pulling out early.

"If the weather doesn't clear up, my wife
and I are going to head back to home," said
Bryan Berg, a 31-year-old sales manager for an
automobile dealership. "We've played only one
round of golf since we've been here, and we
expected to play at least a dozen."

The Bergs' one round was more than Jeff
Lessig, director of golf at Superstition Springs
Golf Course in Mesa, and other golf pros saw
since Friday throughout the Valley.

Rain has put a dent in the Valley's

By Art Thomason
The Arizona Republic

Dwaine Hibbs of Boise, Idaho, pulled his
rented car into a golf-course parking lot and
looked up at dark rain clouds draped
menacingly over the Superstition Mountains.

"Disappointed?" Hibbs asked rhetorically.
"That's not the word I was going to choose.
My thoughts couldn't be printed in, the paper.
We were planning to playa lot of golf, and we
ran into a flood."

Hibbs, like thousands of winter vacationers
enticed by tourism promotions advertising the
Valley's virtually endless sunshine and
bone-dry climate, turned to the drip-free zones
of shopping malls, pool halls and libraries.

Vacationers are disillusioned but aware that
their plight is insignificant compared to
problems caused by flooding, especially in
southern Arizona and Mexico.
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A woman strolls along Arizona State University's Palm Walk Sunday. More
showers are possible later this week.

-ng water supply•
I

On Sunday, downtown Phoenix re
ceived 0.37 of an inch of rain and Sky
Harbor International Airport received
0.26 of an inch, said meteorologist Hector
Vasquez at the National Weather Service.
Through Sunday, Phoenix has received
6.35 inches ofrain since Jan. 1.

Tucson received 0.36 of an inch and
Flagstaff received two inches of snow, or
0.21 of an inch of precipitation.

Although partly cloudy skies are fore
cast for today and Tuesd~y, a new cold
front is headed for Arizona.

"There's a good chance for rain Thurs
day and into the weekend, and it could be
the start of a new storm system," Vasquez
said.

At Salt River Project, spokeswoman
Sandy Leander said water was flowing
over the Granite Reef Diversion Dam at
19,000 cubic feet per second.

Downstream on the Salt, the water
See _ WEATHER, Page 83

"This is very unusual
that we have this much
water behind this
(Painted Rock) dam.
This is the most we've
had since the dam was
constructed in 1963."

Maj. Robert Vanderlik
District deputy commander

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

ing the snows and their water content.
Over the weekend, a mild subtropical

Pacific system cruised lazily across the
Southwest, again saturating many parts
of Arizona.

The weather system originated off Baja
California and weakened as it hit the
West Coast.

By Mike Padgett
THE PHOENIX GAZETTE

Noah would approve.
Although it hasn't rained for 40 days

and 40 nights, most of Arizona received
abnormally high rain totals in the 40-odd
days since Jan. 1. .

Officials say the heavy rainfall across
Arizona is a godsend, filling reservoirs and
recharging the ground-water supplies.
They say the predicted flow of some of the
state's rivers for the rest of the year are so
high, an ark would be helpful.

"Honest to God, that's the truth," said
Ron Jones, water-supply specialist at the
U.s. Soil Conservation Service's Phoenix
office.

And though the heavy rains have taken
a breather, Jones and others said the
rains are only part of the story.

The rest of the story is runoff from
heavy snows, which haven't started
melting yet. Hydrologists still are measur-

y rains reple
11-

Recent storms are godsend for Arizona, experts say

merges with runoff from the Gila
and Agua Fria rivers, and flows to
Painted Rock Dam, a flood-control
structure completed 30 years ago
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engi
neers.

,The dam is about 20 miles west
of Gila Bend.

"This is very unusual that we
have this much water behind this
dam," said Maj. Robert Vanderlik,
deputy commander for the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers' Los
Angeles district.

"This is. the most we've had
since the dam was constructed in
1963."

He said workers are releasing
------------

water from the reservoir at the
rate of 12,500 cfs. If the reservoir
continues to fill with the combined
runoff from the Salt, Agua Fria
and Gila rivers, that rate could be
increased to a maximum of 22,500
cfs, Vanderlik said.

The flow of 12,500 cfs is threat
ening farmland near the com
munities of Wellton and Tacna,
east of Yuma. Residents are work
ing to prevent the water from
damaging the crops.

"It's a very difficult situation,"
Vanderlik said. "We want to
release as much as we can in the
Gila River but without causing
extensive damage downstream.

We're working with county offi
cials down there to 'keep as much
(water) coming out without caus
ing substantial damage."

In other parts of Arizona, water
sheds that drain into the state's
rivers are flowing several times
higher than the monthly average.
According to the U.S. Soil Conser
vation Service's January rain and
snow reports:

• The Salt River basin received
401 percent of average.

• The Verde River basin re
ceived 209 percent of average.

.The San Francisco-Upper Gila
River basin received 364 percent of
average.

,-THE
PHOENIX
GAZETTE
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E. J. MONTINI
Republic Columnist

Water shows
it's tougher
than memory
W e forget sometimes that water is

tougher than we are. We forget
sometimes that there is water,

period.
We roll pavement over the paths water

has carved out for itself. We build houses
and businesses and even garbage dumps on
land where water, occasionally, wishes to
be. We assume that because water does not
cover these places most of the time, it can
be kept from them all of the time.

And we're wrong.
We're not the first ones to make this

mi take. Generations of others were wrong
before us. Generations to come also will be
wrong.

ithin oUI lifetimes, we will make the
same mistake about water again and again.
Water can be managed, we tell ourselves.
Which is a true tatement as far as it goes.
But it doesn't go far enough.

The real truth is: Water can be managed
- most of the time.

There are other times when water cannot
be managed. When water, instead, manages
us. That's what has been happening during
the past few days. Water took control.

A conquering army
On Friday, I drove to the Salt River just

to watch the water, as did many others. In
places, it pitched and roared and waved at
us with the swagger of a conquering army.
Which it was.

At the Mill Avenue crossing, I stood near
the great old bridge that was completed in
1931. It's made of reinforced concrete and
anchored in bedrock. It's our most lasting,
most visible admission that water is tougher
than we are.

The builders of that bridge understood
that sometimes, water is in control. They
accepted it and built a bridge that already
has outlived some of the foolish generations
who've crossed it in bad weather.

People near the riverbank Friday tried to
get as close as police would allow them to
be for a good view of the new bridge being
built just upstream from the old one. Some
scaffolding from the new, unfinished
t cture already had tumbled into the

er.
t a glorious, sunny windy day. Two

youn_ men who'd been jogging together
stopped 0 atch the water rush by, and to
look at the ridges. One said, "I can't
believe the} 're letting that much water out
o the dams."

The other an 'ered "They have no
ChOiC

And e 'as right.

};R/2D)JA REPLrBL1C

JAN,

Water leaves no choice
We've grown accustomed to choices. We

expect always to have them. Soup or salad.
Coke or Pepsi. Republican or Democrat.
Regular or unleaded. Paper or plastic.

The people who operate the Salt River
Project had no choice, however. There was
too much water to be held back. It came
from the Verde River and the Salt. It came
from creeks and streams. It slipped into the
rivers from saturated land.

The rivers then rushed down toward us
in the desert, a place we pretend is not
connected in any way to the mountains,
where snow falls and rain accumulates and
rivers form.

Twelve years ago, a few weeks after I
moved to Phoenix, the water flowed with
such force that all of the bridges suited for
automobiles, except the Mill Avenue
Bridge, either collapsed or had to be closed.

At the time, all of the politicians, most of
whom foolishly believed that we're tougher
than water, said such a thing must not be
permitted to happen again. That it would
not be permitted to happen again.
Politicians in charge today will say the same
thing. And, for a time after the water
recedes, you'll believe them. You may forget
that water is tougher than we are.

You may forget that there is water here,
period.

I walked across the Mill Avenue Bridge
on Friday, with the water beating on the
pylons below and rushing wildly through its
lovely arches. There were other people on
the bridge. Some of us leaned over the
railing to get a better look and listen to the
sound of the water.

I can't be positive, but I believe I heard
three words being repeated over and over
again from the torrent beneath me.

Ha.
Ha.
Ha.
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Scottsdale stops
hauling; Mesa.
ponders move
By David Hoye
THE PHOENIX GAZETTE

Public outrage over a Salt River awash
in garbage may close the Tri-City Landfill
by driving away its biggest customers.

Scottsdale decided Friday to temporar
ily stop hauling its garbage to the
Indian-owned facility, which filled the
Salt River with garbage last week after
being ripped open by floodwaters.

City Manager Pick Bowers said the
decision will allow the public to focus on
cleaning up the river instead of debating
whether Scottsdale should be dumping at
the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian

Community site.
Council members in Mesa, meanwhile,

plan to discuss the landfill Tuesday, and
also may decide to stop using the site.

"It could be we leave because of the
public perception," Mesa Mayor Willie
Wong said Friday.

State officials said the loss of Scottsdale
and Mesa, the tribe's largest customers,
would effectively close the landfilL

"It'll just cut them off at the knees,"
said Betsy Westell, manager of solid waste
for the state Department of Environmen
tal Quality.

Without the two cities, Westell said the
tribe would be unable to earn enough
money to keep the landfill open, let alone
have money to pay the estimated $40 mil
lion it will take to close the site by
October.

The federal Environmental Protection
Agency has ordered substandard landfills

See _ LANDFILL, Page 82

LA DFILL F--=-ro_m_B1
across the country - including
Tri-City Landfill - closed by
October because they don't meet
revised environmental standards.

"I would say that would be the
end of the lifeblood for that
operation," Westell said. "I think
they would close. And I don't know
what happens after that."

Bowers said Scottsdale's deci
sion to start hauling its trash to
Maricopa County's Cave Creek
Landfill wasn't intended to leave
the tribe in financial trouble.

He said the city intends to
continue working with the Indi
ans, and may return to the
Tri-City Landfill once the cleanup
of the river and shoring up of
eroded areas is under way.

"We have a commitment to
continue to support them on the
closure of the landfill," Bowers
said of the tribe.

He said Scottsdale's decision to
haul its trash to Cave Creek will
cost an estimated $5,000 more
each week.

Mark O'Connor, Mesa's recy
cling and special projects coordina
tor 'd the city has been working
for several eeks on alternatives
to dumping at Tri-City Landfill.

He said the work began as
preparation for leaving the landfill
in October, the federal deadline,
but was accelerated after last
week' washout.

Wong said city officials are
aware that pulling out of the

landfill would affect the ,tribe's
ability to operate the facility and
oversee its closure in October.

He said the city has discussed its
options with the tribe.

"Certainly there are a lot of
ramifications if we leave," Wong
said. "They depend on our reve
nue. Should we decide to leave, I
don't think there .will be a prob
lem."
. Officials with the tribe could not
be reached for comment.

Meanwhile, a bill that would
prohibit cities from using the
flood-damaged Tri-City Landfill af
ter Oct. 1 has been introduced in
the Legislature.

Some, however, wonder what
purpose the bill would serve since
the landfill must close by October
because of federal law.

"It's grandstanding," Bruce
Crandall, Mesa public works man
ager, said of the bill.

"It's already a law that landfills
have to come into compliance with
federal standards by October 1 or
they have to close."

Rep. Sue Grace, R-Phoenix, said
she's aware of the federal law, but
introduced the bill as a sort of
insurance policy to ensure the
landfill closes as soon as possible.

"We don't know for certain" if
the landfill will close on schedule,
Grace said. "They were supposed
to do lots of things over the past 20
years that they haven't."

Documents on file at DEQ detail

nearly 15 years of warnings issued
to the tribe and its municipal
customers' over the safety of the
landfill.

State officials long have com
plained that the landfill was im
properly built, making it suscepti
ble to major floods in the Salt
River. Other concerns have in
volved the legal dumping of haz
ardous waste during the 1970s.

Indian leaders have maintained
the landfill is safe, and despite last
week's washout that sent tons of
garbage floating down the river,
they maintain all federal rules
have been followed.

Legislation similar to Grace's
was introduced last year.

But the effort was dropped when
Scottsdale and Mesa officials
agreed to work with the tribe and
shore up the landfilL

Tribal leaders and DEQ officials
announced plans Thursday to
shield the landfill from flooding by
summer, and to permanently "ar
mor" the facility over the next 12
months.

Grace said the bill targets cities
because the Legislature has no
authority over the tribe.

She added that the bill, which
already has won support from
several legislators, could be revised
to prohibit cities from using the
landfill before October.

"We're going to resolve this,"
she said. "This bill is an assurance
that they're going to do it."



•

•

•

A6 THE PHOENIX GAZETTE Saturday, January 9, 1993

Randy Reid / THE PHOENIX GAZETTE
Water pours out of Roosevelt Dam Friday to begin its run through the Salt River.

Randy Reid I THE PHOENIX GAZETTE
Surging water ripped scaffolding from a half-completed Mill Avenue bridge. The completed half
was Intact early today. The concrete footings of the unfinished part were expected to survive.



David Mcintyre I Staff photographer
Channelization spared the Rio Salado area in the foreground from Salt River flooding, but the bridge in the background was less fortunate.

Flood proves channelization works
tion for the Rio Salado Project
worked. The flow followed the
route it was supposed to.

"At least there's a plus to
something negative," said Dave
Hanna, chairman of the Rio Salado
Advisory Commission, a group of
citizens.

"We're hardly thrilled that the
bridge will be delayed because they
lost the false work, but it proved
we've confined the river."

See EUnrER, Page 5

city's public works director.
The turbulent water, released

from Salt River Project dams Jan.
8 because of heavy rains, pounded
the Second Mill Avenue Bridge,
still under construction.

Scaffolding from the unfmished
half toppled into the water, adding
$1 million to the bridge's price tag
and delaying its opening by
months.

While devastating for the bridge,
the waters proved that channeliza-

By Karina Bland
Staff writer

Tempe

I
t was the best test Jim Jones
could have asked for.

When water roared through
the usually dry Salt River bed, it
gave the newly channelized Rio
Salado Project a trial run - and it
worked.

"It was the hard way to learn,
but I believe it was positive from
that standpoint," said Jones, the

eflow

Goi 9
it

Temporary scaffolding
no match for river flow

Randy Reid I Staff photographer
Officials say most of the $1 million in added costs to the flood-damaged Second Mill
Avenue Bridge will be covered by the contractor's insurance company.

By Karina Bland
Staff writer

TEMPE - While the Second
Mill Avenue Bridge didn't actu
ally fall down, it did make for
dramatic footage on the nightly
news.

Workers still are picking up
the pieces from the thrashing the
half-done bridge got Jan. 8 when
officials at the Salt River Project
released water into the normally
dry river after heavy rains.

"We'll go back and repair what
was damaged," city Public Works
Director Jim Jones said. "Thank
fully, there was no damage to the
permanent structures."

Scaffolding that protected the
unfinished half of the bridge,
which spans the river just east of

the original, started tumbling
into the water about 12:30 p.m.

The completed half remained
intact as did the cement footings
of the unfmished part of the
bridge.

Floodwaters were pouring from
dams on the Salt and Verde
rivers.

Meeting just before the Gran
ite Reef Dam northeast of Phoe
nix, the rushes poured over the
dam's edge, into the lower Salt
River and toward the new bridge.

That meant 92,000 cubic feet of
water per second were pounding
against the two bridges by 1 p.m.,
SRP spokeswoman Teri Morris
said.

By 4 p.m., when half the
scaffolding had collapsed, the

See BRIDGE, Page 5
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Channelizing the river bed freed
hundreds of acr from potential
fl and provided extra pace
for the Rio alado Project a
planned lakeside area of restau
rants, resorts and recreation areas.

Its 15 million tab was picked
up by Tempe, the Maricopa County
Flood Control District and the
Arizona Department of Transpor
tation.

What it meant during the recent
flooding was that no water escaped
its banks, and debris from upriver
was ushered through rather than
being caught on the banks.

"The same type offload 10 years
ago would have done a lot more
damage to property and homes,"
Jones said.

And Tempe will have less
cleanup to do than other cities.

"Certainly, they've got a lot
more debris," Jones said. "We're
worried as much as the others
about cleanup for health and
safety reasons, but we're going to
have less of a problem because
we're channelized. Our banks are
not nearly as bad as you see in
Mesa and Phoenix."

In November 1987, Arizona vot
ers turned down a multibillion-dol-
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lar proposal to clean up the Salt water w - runnin<T a 110,000 c. builder. Kraemer & ns of Mione-
River bed and build the Rio ado The scaffoldin tarted collaps- apol" will take the fmancial hit.
Project throughout the alley. ing when the water reached about.1 . be paid b . the builder'

However, in 1990, Tempe de- 85,000 cfs, Jones said. flood insurance, officials said.
cided to do it alone because its "If you could have held it to
voters had overwhelmingly ap- 70,000 or 80,000, we would not And instead of being done in
proved the project. have had near as much damage," August, the bridge probably won't

Watching water tumble through he said. open until next fall Jone said.
the river bed make it easier to But SRP spoke woman Teri
visualize what the Rio Salado Morris said there was little choice While the original Mill Avenue
Project will be like, Jones said, because of the heavy storms. Bridge wasn't damaged, the road
adding, "I certainly hope our lake "We decide how much we pass beneath it washed away. It was
is not going to be as brown and out of the dams, but we had so scheduled for removal in six
muddy as that." much coming in that we had to months.

move it," she said.The channel is dug out with
two-tiered banks. No water rose The flow peaked at 124,000 cfs "It just happened early. Nature
above the lowest jog. Even if it about 10:15 p.m. The bridge, when took care of it," Jones said. "We're
had, only bike trails and hiking fmished, is designed to withstand looking at probably never rebuild

250,000 cfs.
paths will be built that far down. While some news outlets re- ing that, just fmishing the bridge

"They will be the sort of things ported the bridge was collapsing, it as quickly as possible."
we're willing to get wet," Hanna was actually plywood forms and
said. "If you lose some of those The new bridge is being built tosteel supports for the concrete that I ff donce every 15 or 20 years, you can ld b d hid re ieve tra ic congestion anwou e poure t at topp e into
just say, 'Let's put it back.' But no the water. make way for the Rio Salado
buildings or people." However, the damage will in- Project, which will turn the bare

Even if the river floods once the crease the cost of the bridge to $7.5 bed into a riverside community of
project is completed, Jones said no million from $6.5 million. parks, restaurants and nightclubs.
businesses or buildings would be Half is being paid by the state
affected, even those built on piers. Department of Transportation and The new bridge will carry two

"They would be up high enough half by the city. lanes of northbound traffic and a
so I wouldn't anticipate any prob- Because the city has not taken bicycle lane. The old bridge will
lems with them," he said. possession of the bridge, the handle southbound traffic.
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Garbage
sliding into
Salt River
- GARBAGE, from page B 1

and is unlined. For years, environ
mentalists and state officials have
worried about contaminants from the
landfJ..11 seeping into the underground
water supply.

Tribal officials repeatedly denied
last year that the landfill was being
eroded. They maintained that trash in
the river came from illegal dumping
upstream.

On Friday, there was no doubt.
"It is beginning to erode,.. said

Frank Mertely, manager of the Indian
community.

The tribe had dumped dozens of
truckloads of large boulders onto the
banks of the landfilL But they were
not enough to hold off the rising river.

Jensen said she believed that
officials from Scottsdale and Mesa
should be responsible for cleanup
along with the tribe. Those cities
continued to ship their garbage to the
dump even after the landfill's prob
lems were reported.

She praised Tempe officials for
deciding last year to withdraw from
Tri-City and send their garbage to a
landfill south of Phoenix that meets
all federal specifications.

Ray Garrison, Scottsdale's assistant
city manager, said his city will haul
commercial waste collected this week
end to a county landfill. On Monday,
Scottsdale officials will decide whether
to quit using Tri-City, he said.

Garrison said Scottsdale continued
to use Tri-City because city official
believed that fortifications placed
there last year by the Army Corps of
Engineers would ensure that the
landfill would hold up.

But City Manager Charles Luster
said Mesa will continue using Tri
City.

"I don't know that our hauling
municipal waste there has anything to
do with that (erosion)," Luster said.

On Oct. I, a federal law will require
all municipal landfills to be lined and
out of floodplains. That law also gives
the EPA jurisdiction over landfills on
Indian reservations.

DEQ Director Ed Fox aid Friday
that tribal official have aid they will
clo e Tri-City and open another
landfill outsIde the floodplain. one
that meets federal specifications.

But Mertely said federal funds
needed for that have not been
received.

Fox, in a letter ent Thursday to
the EPA and the Army Corp of
Engineers, said he is concerned about
the slow federal action.

"This environmental threat is at
least 10 years old, and further delay
cannot be accepted," Fox said, adding
that the state is considering legal
action.

Environmentalists said Friday that
they do not believe that the tribe will
meet the deadline for closing the
landfill, that the tribe and city officials
simply are "stalling," and that the
state is acting too late.

Steve Brittle, president of Don't
+ Waste Arizona, said he is preparing to

seek a court order closing Tri-City
immediately.

"They (local, state and federal
officials) always, for political reasons,
have backed off. It shows how
irresponsible everyone is," Brittle said.

"It's obvious that things are going
to get worse."
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Gus Walker(The Arizona Republic

McKellips Rd.

runoff washed debris from the
dump into the alto

Becau e the dump i operated
by the tribe, state and federal
officials quickly backed off.

The state Department of Envi
ronmental Quality said it has no
jurisdiction over Indian-operated
landfills.

The U.S. Environmental Protec
tion Agency said it is unsure
whether it is responsible.

If the landfill, near McDowell
Road and the Beeline Highway,
was not on Indian land, officials
said it would have been closed long
ago because it is in a floodplain

- See GARBAGE, page B6

McDowell Rd.

By Steve Yozwiak
The Arizona Republic

Environmentalists' fears were
realized Friday when raging flood
waters breached the Tri-City
Landfill, north of Mesa, sending
rafts of garbage flowing into the
usually dry Salt River.

"It's sickening," said Mary
Jensen, co-chairwoman of Legacy
of the Southwest, an east Valley
environmental group, after watch
ing garbage break away from the
banks of the landfill and float
down the river.

"I think it will be even more
hocking when the river starts to

recede," he aid. "The Tri-City
Landfill garbage i going to wind
up in Buckeye."

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., aid
Friday that the damage to the
landfill isn't the only worry. High
waters rushed through dozens of
other old landfill along the Salt
River in Phoenix that date to the
1950$.

" e don't know what' in
those," said McCain, who has
worked with the Salt River Pima
Maricopa Indian Community to
fortify the Tri-City landfill.

The tribe operates the landfill,
which holds two decades of gar
bage from Scottsdale, Mesa and
Tempe.

Other riverbed landfills have
been closed. But Tri-City, because
it is on a reservation, remains
open.

A year ago, state and federal
officials began investigating the
operation of the landfill after

MIchael Ging/The Arizona Republic

At the Tri-City Landfill, a bulldozer attempts to shore up the landfill's banks, which were being eroded Friday by the Salt River.

Garbage slides into Salt Rive
Warnings on Tri-City Landfill were sounded last year

Tom Story/The Arizona Republic

Floodwaters eating away at the landfill's banks un

cover trash and wash it down the river. Efforts to

hold the water at bay Friday were ineffective.
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The Associated Press

A flood in the Arizona desert is
driving up the price of lettuce across
the nation.

Flooding this week along the Gila
River is hitting the state's most prod
uctive farm belt, which also is the
leading winter supplier of iceberg let
tuce. Farmers rushed to salvage what
they could of crops - much of it
immature, baseball-sized heads of let
tuce.

"You're going to see a lot of prod
uct on the market that's not up to
standard," said Gary Pasquinelli,
whose family has run Pasquinelli
Produce Company since 1945.
"There's going to be high prices for an
inferior product."

This time of year, 75 percent of the
nation's iceberg lettuce comes from
this area in Yuma County, said Gary
Lucier, an agricultural economist for
the U.S. Department of Agriculture in
Washington, D.C.

Wholesale prices have jumped dra
matically, to $24 for a 24-head carton
in Arizona, up from $6 last week,
Lucier said. But wholesale prices can
bounce wildly if there's bad news,
then drop back closer to normal in a
few days, he said: "You just talk
about a disaster and the price tri~
pIes." .

He also said retailers facing con
sumer resistance often absorb big
wholesale price jumps.

At the Grand Union in Bergenfield,
N.J., lettuce was going for 99 cents a
head this week, up just a dime from
last week. The story was the same at
an Indianapolis Safeway and a Vons
market in Los Angeles.

But some bigger retail price jumps
are being reported - even by stores'
with lettuce sources outsidl Arizona.

The Food Lion cham, based in
Salisbury, N.C., buys its lettuce from
Florida. But reduced supply nation
wide has been forced it to charge'
$1.29 a head for iceberg lettuce this'
week, up from 49 cents a few weeks
ago, said spokesman Mike Mozingo. .

Consumers should get some relief
in April as lettuce matures in Califor
.ria's central San Joaquin Valley, said
Steve Skuba, a USDA market analys£
in Phoenix.

But for Arizona farmers, the trou
ble is just beginning.
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ate the area. Officials believe they will have to
evacuate as many as 3,500 people who live along
the river. Livestock also are being moved to higher
ground.

Water from the flooding Gila River spread into a
cattle feedlot in the Welton-Mohawk Valley earlier
in the week. The rising waters are causing offi
cials to recommend that valley residents evacu-

Gll..A BEND - Much of Yuma
County's farm belt will be under
water for a month once the Gila
River is in full flood, the operator of
the Painted Rock Dam said Friday.

Releases from the dam were run
ning at nearly 25,000 cubic feet per
second Friday, nearly double the
12,500 cfs that can be handled by
bridges and flood control structures in
the 90 miles to the Colorado River.

Increased flows that began earlier
this week began to creep over fields
and into homes Friday. The Army
Corps of Engineers predicted that
releases would reach 30,000 to 32,000
cfs sometime next week and remain
at that level for a month, said Col.
Robert Van Antwerp.

"But I would caution you that
figure is water in the system that we
know is coming if we don't get
another significant storm," Van
Antwerp told reporters at the dam.
'''If you add in what is fol"ecast we
could go to 50 thOl.lS~

The normally dry Gila River, fed
by record rainfall since early in Jan
uary, has fWed the reservoir behind
Painted Hock Dam and caused flood
ine: downstream toward Yuma.

tficials believe they will have to
evacuate as many as 3,500 people
who live along the river. More than
700 had left by Friday and most of
the rest were believed poised to flee
when the water nears their property
or comes close to cutting off their
road access, county officials said at a
press briefing.

Lt. Lewis Wilbur of the Yuma
County Sheriff's Office, said 392 pe0
ple had been evacuated from 139
homes in the Wellton-Mowhawk Val
ley area. Another 349 people were
evacuated from 122 homes in the
Yuma area, most of them winter visi
tors in mobile home courts along the
Colorado River, he said.

Officials say the river could form a
flood plain up to 4 miles wide, which
would inundate thousands of acres of
prime agricultural land.

The flooding below the dam also
threatens nine Gila River bridges that
Van Antwerp said are rated at
between 12,000 and 15,000 cfs. Four
of the bridges were closed as of Fri
day and all were likely to be closed by
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Yuma County farms could be flooded a month
Officials believe up to 3,500 I ". \Lettuce prices
may have to be evacuated soar in nation

early next week and many could sus-.
tain structural damage, Van Antwerp
said.

"We are hoping the bridges them
selves don't wash downstream," Van
Antwerp said.

To avert another threat to the
bridge, a demolition team dropped
strings of dynamite on a stand of
tamarisk trees lining the river about
15 miles upstream from Yuma. The
effort, led Thursday by the Yuma
County Sheriff's Office, was intended
to pulverize the trees so they wouldn't
uproot and float downstream to
damage bridges. .

A Southern Pacific railroad bridge
that's higher than road bridges will be
used to shuttle emergency supplies
and workers across the river under an
agreement worked out Friday. The
bridge, which crosses the Gila near
Roll, is about 17 feet above the water
and is expected to withstand the flood,
said railroad spokesman Carolynne
Born in San Francisco.

The railroad will make a make a
locomotive, two boxcars and two pas
senger cars available starting today,
Born said. Officials discussed giving
the railroad rocks to shore up the
bridge as payment, but that hadn't
been worked out yet, she said.

Two freights and one Amtrak pas
senger train a day travel the route
and the emergency train can be put
on a siding to avoid them, she said.

While attention has been focused on
the river downstream from the dam,
the Painted Rock reservoir has
backed up nearly to Gila Bend, form
ing a filthy lake 30 miles long and 5
miles wide.

Fred Burkhardt Jr., emergency
services director for the town of Gila
Bend, said about a dozen homes have
been evacuated at the edge of the
reservoir. He said the town's sewage
treatment ponds also are under water
and sewage is being treated with
chlorine and discharged into the
river.

The reservoir also is getting gar
bage from the Tri-eity Landfill on the
Salt River, Pima, Maricopa Indian
Reservation east of Scottsdale, which
was eroded by floodwaters on the Salt
River, which flows into the Gila.
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Trucks are loaded with rocks to help stop floodwaters. Heavy equipment is used to build barriers along the Gila River.
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property from potential flooding in
the Gila River. An evacuation
order for about 200 residents in
the Holly Acres area west of
Phoenix was lifted during the
weekend, but residents were told
to stay on alert in case the Salt
River began surging, county offi
cials said.

Because of the contamination
from landfills and broken sewage
lines, the state Department of
Health Services issued a public
health advisory warning that wa
ter or food exposed to floodwaters
should not be consumed.

Officials said the move is a
precautionary measure and that
there is not an indication of
widespread health problems. How
ever, testing will be conducted to
see if there is a "residual effect"
from the floodwaters, said Daniel
Roe, spokesman for the Division of
Emergency Management.

By Sunday afternoon, a 400-foot
by-80-foot section of the Tri-City
Landfill was missing, state officials
said. Despite the breach in the
landfill, which is operated by the
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian
Community, garbage from Mesa
and Scottsdale continued to be
dumped at the site. •

"We were out there yesterday
(Saturday), and we saw a number
of Mesa trucks dumping trash,"
John Godec, DEQ spokesman, said
Sunday. "There's trash going in
one side and coming out the other
side in the river."

Who will pay for cleaning up'
waste from the landfill is still
unknown, Godec said. DEQ Direc
tor Ed Fox said he expects the
Indian communities and the cities
that use the landfill to pay the
cost, but there has been no agree
ment from those involved with the
400-acre dump.

Godec also said that state offi
cials are worried about ground-wa
ter contamination and that testing
will determine if the water table is
contaminated.

preliminary damage estimate in
order to qualify for federal aid.

"We really can't put a number
on it yet. In some places, we'll have
to wait for the water to go down
before we can figure it out," said
Karen Paulsen, a spokeswoman
for the state Division of Emer
gency Management.

Paulsen said if preliminary
damage estimates are completed
Tuesday, Arizona could learn by
next week whether it is eligible for
low-interest loans for homes and
business damaged by the floods.

Roads, dams, bridges and other
public structures that were dam
aged could receive 25 percent of
the cost of reconstruction from the
federal government, she said.

Sen. Dennis DeConcini, D-Ariz.,
toured parts of the state Sunday
and said he was pleased with the
state and federal response.

On Friday, Gov. Fife Symington
declared a flood emergency, the
first step in obtaining federal
assistance for rebuilding efforts.

The Arizona National Guard
has activated 60 members since
Friday to assist in rescues, sand
bagging and flood-control efforts
throughout the state. Maj. Dean
LeVay said more members have
been put on standby in case
flooding worsens.

A flood warning is in effect for
the Gila River below the Coolidge
Dam, which is releasing record
amounts of water that could
swamp communities downstream,
officials said.

The dam, 80 miles southeast of
Phoenix, is expected to release
30,000 cfs Tuesday to keep water
from cresting over the spillways.
The most water that has been
released from the dam is 5,000 cfs,
but Bureau of Reclamation offi
cials say that the spillways are
constructed to handled 120,000 cfs.

Ellis said people living down
stream in the communities of
Winkleman, Kearney, Hayden,
Riverside and Kelvin should take
precautions to protect life and
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Jeff Lane, an SRP spokesman,
said today's releases into the Salt
River probably would not, exceed
80,000 cfs.

SRP officials say they don't
expect to release the 124,000 cfs
that raged through the Salt River
on Friday, leaving flooding, evacu
ations and bridge closures in its
wake.

"We don't anticipate going up
that high. Our worst-case scenario
for the week is 70,000 to 100,000
cfs," Underhill said.

Forecasters say after Wednes
day's storm moves through the
state, there should be a temporary

-reprieve from the rains. Meteorolo
gist Craig Ellis, predicted dry
weather through the weekend,
with another large storm antici
pated late Sunday or Monday.

"We can expect a lot of rain
from that one, with the potential

I
for flooding and flash flooding,"
.Ellis said.

As the water levels in the
normally dry Salt River began'

I
subsiding Sunday, piles of rotting
trash and debris were' scattered
along the river's edge. Much of the
garbage probably came from the
Tri-City Landfill north of Mesa,
which was partially swept away
Friday.

Up to 9 inches of rain has fallen
on parts of the Salt and Verde
rivers' 13,000-square mile water
shed since last Wednesday, gorging
normally dry washes and filling
the Valley's water storage system
to capacity.

The rains caused record water
releases Friday into the Salt River
and flooding in low-lying areas
that rivaled the February 1980
floods, when nine days of rain led
to $63 million in damages and four
deaths statewide.

No deaths or serious injuries
have been reported in the latest
bout of weather, but officials have
yet to estimate how much property
has been damaged.

Emergency workers hoped to
canvass the state today to for a

See _ STORMS, Page A6

Susan Herold
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The chain of storms that have
wreaked havoc on Arizona are far
from over, but forecasters say with
any luck, a repeat of last week's
flooding is not expected soon.

At least not for another six or
seven days.

"It looks like a lot less rain coming
in the next few days, so that's
automatically better," said John Un
derhill of the Salt River Project's
emergency operations center. "We
don't expect the same situation we
had with record water releases that
we had last Friday."

he National Weather Service said
1.84 inches fell at Sky Harbor
International Airport before the skies
began to clear early today. An
automatic rain gauge in the McDow
ell Mountains registered 2.48 inches
from Sunday's storm, and up to
8 inches of snow fell on the water
shed's higher elevations.

Forecasters say another storm
packing a similar punch is expected
late Tuesday and Wednesday.

Heavy rains, especially in the
Sunflower area, prompted SRP to
boost the flow at Granite Reef Dam to
63,000 cubic feet per second about
6 a.m. today. That was up from the
46,500 cfs flowing over the dam at
midnight and the 36,000 cfs flow
Sunday.

Michael Chow I THE PHOENIX GAZETrE
fear more trash will be left to rot In the riverbed when
the water recedes.

THE WAKE OF THE S

alley gets break in rain, flooding
I Water releases

cut back despite
state's drenching

Trash washed out of the Tri-City Landfill covers the
north bank of the Salt River at Hayden Road. Experts
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Sewage
treatment
plant

"

Lisa Anderson
Environmental

compliance specialist,
Game and Fish

Department

It's
unbelievable.
Pretty much
of a hazard
for people
and wildlife.
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L ast fall, a walk along the Gila River southwest of
. Phoenix was idyllic: forests of salt cedar, reeds and
willows alive with falcons, endangered Yuma clapper

rails and other wildlife.
Today, the river habitat below Phoenix's sewage treatment

plant at 91st Avenue is no longer so pastoral, thanks to
record flooding that scoured the area in January and
February.

State officials
are still assess
ing the damage
to the vegeta
tion and wild
life, and may
not know until
June or July ex
actly how much
was lost or de
stroyed by the
raging water.

But one ugly
fact is clear: The
vegetation-rich
stretch of river
acted like a gi
ant spaghe.tti
strainer, captur
ing tons of gar-
bage and debris washed from an
upstream landfill and other
sources.

The state Game and Fish Depart
ment said last week that it will cost
"six figures" to clean a three-mile
stretch of the river's most vital
habitat.

The agency prefers not to be
more specific about the cleanup
cost because the job will be' put out
to bid in the next several weeks.

Department representatives, as
well as Federal Emergency Man
agement Agency officials, have
flown over the river and walked its
banks to estimate how much gar-

See _ RIVER, Page 82

By David Hoye
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Reclaiming
the

habitat
Volunteers to tackle cleanup
of flood-ravaged river areas

James Garcia / THE PHOENIX GAZETTE
Winter floods turned prime Gila River riparian areas between 91 st and 115th avenues into a
dumping ground. State and volunteer efforts aim to return the area to pristine condition.
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bage and debris must be removed.
Along one bank, they said, the

garbage covers an area 150 feet
wide, 250 feet long and 8 feet deep.

Lisa Anderson, environmental
compliance specialist for the de
partment, said about half the
material is construction debris.
Household garbage and mobile
home insulatiOli make up most of
the rest.

"It's unbelievable. Pretty much
of a hazard for people and wild
life," she said.

Anderson said 75 percent of the
cost is expected to be paid by
FEMA, with the balance coming
from the state and other sources.

It is widely acknowledged that
most of the garbage and debris
that washed into the Gila and its
upstream cousin, the Salt River,
came from the Tri-City Landfill
east of Mesa.

The facility, which is owned and
operated by the Salt River Pima
Maricopa Indian Community, was
partially washed out by floodwa
ters in early January.

Planning also continues on a
larger-scale cleanup of the Salt
River, which flows through the

Valley and joins the Gila near
107th Avenue.

Rick Elder, a Salt River Project
manager who is coordinating the
Great Salt River Cleanup, said
that about 22,000 vol'mteers have
signed up to participate in a
one-day cleanup on May 22.

The total includes nearly 10,000
Boy Scouts and many other groups
and individuals who have prom
ised to help pick up trash, old tires
and other debris that have coated
the riverbanks since January.

State officials have sent out
crews to remove the most danger
ous debris from the river, includ
ing potentially hazardous waste.

Today a team of inmates from
the Arizona State Prison at Flor
ence was to be bused to the river
near Central Avenue to help
remove about 20,000 used tires.

Volunteers for the May 22 event
will be mailed a brochure describ-

ing when and where they should
arrive, and how they should go
about picking up debris. The
mailing will include safety tips.

Elder said a more detailed
videotaped message should be
available soon to volunteer groups.

Volunteers will go to one of four
staging areas - Mesa Community
College, Arizona State Univ .
parking lot No. 59, Wesley Bolin
Plaza in Phoenix, and the Phoenix
Goodyear Municipal Airport.

From there, the volunteers will
be bused to locations along a
39-mile stretch of Salt River from
the Granite Reef Diversion Dam to
Dysart Road.

The river will be divided into
quarter-mile sections, each with its
own base where organizers and
medical personnel will be posted,
and where garbage bags, gloves
and other materials will be stock
piled. For more information about
the cleanup, call 207-7777.



Symington vows state help, but residents doubt it will be enough
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Tom Tingle I THE PHOENIX GAZETTE
BEFO~E: The part of Winkelman known as The Flats was relatively dry Tuesday . ..

Under -water in

WINKELMAN

•

James Garcia I THE PHOENIX GAZETTE
AFTER: But Gila River water from Coolidge Dam hit the area, and the rest of the town, on Wednesday.
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By Michael Murphy
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WINKELMAN - Gov. Fife Symington
declared the flooded area of town "a
stunning sight" and said he is releasing
$100,000 in state funds for housing relief.

But some of the nearly 400 residents
evacuated from their homes expressed
skepticism that the funds would provide
adequate relief.

"It's not enough," said Guillermo Cha
ez, 72, who lost his home in The Flats.

Chavez said he has no flood insurance and
little in savings.

"I don't know what I'm going to do," he
said. "My home will be completely gone by

the time the flooding has finished."
About 300 Winkelman residents were

evacuated Wednesday from homes that
had been thought safe from the rising
water. Others were evacuated last week.
By late Wednesday, water covered roof
tops of some houses in The Flats, a
low-lying section of town next to the river.

Symington, who arrived in a National
Guard helicopter Wednesday evening,
said, "It's the first time I've been face to
face with a flood and seeing so many
homes under water since my stint in the
war. It's a stunning sight."

The governor served a tour of duty in
Thailand in 1970.

Symington, who plans to return to

Winkelman Friday, said the funds would
come from the state Commerce Depart
ment.

He also plans to seek federal emergency
assistance.

About 100 evacuees gathered at the
Hayden Winkelman High School cafete
ria, where the Red Cross provided meals.
Others huddled at the gymnasium, where
cots had been set up.

One evacuee, Jerry Bracamonte, also
wondered whether the $100,000 would go
very far to help repair 140 homes
damaged by water in The Flats area.

"That's not very much," she said.
Another evacuee, however, said, "Every

little bit helps."

Bob Lorona, who was sharing a meal
with his wife and two children at the
cafeteria, said although their home, pur
chased only two years ago, will be a total
loss, they plan to stay in Winkelman.

"We don't have anywhere else to go," he
said. "We've got many friends here and
family. Everybody pulled together."

Bonnie Mariscal, 30, agreed, saying, "If
they were trying to locate us, where are
they going to put us?"

"I don't want to leave the area. I grew
up here," said Mariscal, who, along with
her husband, Pablo, and five children,
were evacuated from The Flats and had
been sleeping in the gym.

Mariscal, who has no flood insuranc...,

said many residents are worried they will
never get back into their homes.

"From what they tell us, the waters
won't recede for 10 days," she said.

The town of about 1,000 has been
swamped by water releases from Coolidge
Dam, about 20 miles upstream from the
Gila River, as well as from the San Pedro
River, which joins the Gila at Winkelman.

Chavez, who said his wife had to be
hospitalized during the evacuation, was
not as optimistic. A retiree who spent 43
years in the Hayden mine, Chavez said he
had only $4,000 with which to rebuild.

"My wife is taking it very, very
serious," he said. "She's crying because
we've got no insurance, no money."
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The Blue Paint Bridge over the Salt River is covered during the 1980
flood.

he food of 1993 Here are some major dates in
local flood history:

1891: The Salt River runs wild,
with 300,000 cubic feet of water
per second rampaging through the
Valley, killing 60 people. Hundreds
forced from homes. Pressure
builds for upstream dams; even
tually Roosevelt Dam is con
structed.

1921: Flooding damages state
Capitol; Cave Creek Dam con
struction begins and is finished in
1923.

1978: Major floods in March and
December. Traffic snarled as Val
ley split in two with only three
working bridges across the Salt
River to serve nearly 1.5 million
people.

In March, three people reported
killed statewide with $44 million in
damage. About 120,000 cfs
released into Salt River. In
December, eight reported killed
statewide, including six swept
away while driving on Interstate 17
bridge over Agua Fria River at
Black Canyon City. Release of
115,000 cfs into Salt River.

1979: In January, all but four
bridges are closed as 66,000 cfs
released into Salt River. Releases
of various sizes continue for
months. In December, intermittent
storms lead to more releases.

1980: Four deaths statewide.
Nine straight days of rain in
February lead to record 180,000
cfs release into Salt River by Salt
River Project. Stewart Mountain
Dam northeast of Mesa feared to
be weakening, but crisis passes.
River runs for months, leading to
popularity of bus and even train
service. Pressure builds for Orme
Dam northeast of Mesa, but plan
is dropped. Bridges built instead.

1983: Southern, eastern Arizona
are devastated, 13 killed. Only
minor damage in Valley, where
new bridges have minimized prob
lems.

1993: Water releases expected
to hit 150,000 cfs.

A history
of floods

finally changed our philosophy of sa~

ing, 'We're in a desert and there IS

nothing that rain or water release
could do to us.' "

Actually, despite the "Valley of the
Sun" nickname, flooding always has
been part of the area's challenges.

The first big recorded flood
occurred in 1891, when a 300,000 cfs
deluge rampaged through the Valley.
This flood killed 60 and forced hun
dreds from their homes, and caused
millions of dollars in damage.

"There were no dams then, and
everyone started thinking about build
ing them after that flood of '91," said
Susan Fitzgerald, a public infonna
tion officer for the Maricopa County
Flood Control District

Another flood roared through in
1905.

And in 1919, a flood destroyed the
fancy new $100,000 bridge built by
Tempe near the present Mill Avenue
Bridge.

In Mesa during this same flood, two
boys who were duck hunting in the
riverbed near what is now Country
Club Drive avoided a watery death by
clinging to the top of a cottonwood
tree for a day and a night.

In 1921, floodwater made its way
into the state Capitol. The flood
prompted the building of .tJ.ie Ca~e

Creek dam, which was fIDIShed m
1923.

There also were major floods in
1943 and four in the 1950s, when one
caused major problems at Luke Air
Force Base in the west Valley.

Other floods took place in 1965 and
'72.

In March 1982, rains prompted a
release of up to 9,000 cfs. That in turn
led to the closure of 16 riverbed cross
ings.

By Mike Tulumello
and Joe Costanza
Tribune writers

If you think the floods that hit the
Valley on Friday are a rarity, think
again.

As recently as 1978, '79 and '80,
floods tonnented the Valley. At the
time, the area was about as prepared
for rain as Europe was for the plague.

When the Salt River Project's
reservoirs on the Salt and Verde
rivers were filled by runoff, SRP sent
huge water releases into the nonnally
dry riverbed.

And with as few as two reliable
bridges over the river, a half-hour
commute turned into a three-hour
adventure for the estimated 200,000
Valley residents who crossed twice
each day.

In those years, Valley commuters
lined up for miles around the Mill
Avenue Bridge - the only reliable
road spanning the surging Salt River
in the East Valley.

Drivers waiting in line on Mill
would be cheered by rowdy students
standing on the balconies of nearby
restaurants.

An Apache Junction couple told of
a five-hour trip home from Phoenix
Sky Harbor International Airport.

In May 1979 eight cars were
stranded - and one woman nearly
killed - trying to cross a flooded
Country Club Drive in Mesa. State
highway officials allowed the road to
remain open despite a water release
of 1,300 cubic feet per second. A state
official blamed drivers "who don't
watch where they're going."

The darkest of these times was just
plain scary.

Starting on Feb. 13, 1980, measur
able rain fell for nine straight days.
At the time, SRP's reservoirs were
about 90 percent full.

On Feb. 16, SRP released a record
180,000 cfs into the river. And with
another big stonn on the way,
Stewart Mountain Dam northeast of
Mesa was thought to be in danger of
giving way.

But the next stonn wasn't so bad,
and the crisis passed. Yet the water
ran through the riverbed off and on
for months, serving as a reminder of
nature's unpredictable powers.

The floods prompted calls by politi
cal leaders for building more dams,
particularly the controversial Onne
Dam that would have inundated most
of the Fort McDowell Mohave
Apache Indian Community.

Environmentalists and supporters
of the Indians urged building more
bridges.

And when alternatives to Onne
were proposed by federal engineers,
Onne was dropped and the bridges
were built. And subsequent floods
caused fewer problems.

SRP officials were sensitized to the
need to keep flood control - not just
water storage - in mind as they
operated their dams.

The problem of overgrazing by cat
tle on the Tonto National Forest
watershed also was viewed as contri
buting to the flooding.

The problem of allowing develop
ment in flood plains came into focus
as well.

Part of the federal plan finalized in
1984 to increase storage capacity on
the watersheds was a new dam on the
Verde River, but that was killed in the
late '80s when environmentalists
charged it would damage fragile bald
eagle habitat. Construction began in
1991 on another part of the plan,
increasing the height of Roosevelt
Dam on the Salt River.

SRP officials warned in late 1991
that work on the dam would severely
limit Roosevelt's storage capacity
and thus increase the likelihood of
both flooding and drought in the Val
ley until work was completed in
1995.

In recalling the floods of the late
'70s and 1980, William LoPiano, a for
mer mayor of Tempe who has lived
in the Valley for 42 years, said, "We
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Flood water not 'released';
dams not for flood control
.By EARL ZARBIN
Phoenix resident Zarbin is a retired
newspaper editor and author of
several books, including a history of
the Salt River Project..W hen the Valley and state no

longer are threatened by flood
water, the people responsible

for the editorial content of Phoenix
Newspapers' daily publications should
join their reporters and editors in
touring Salt River Project dams and
facilities.

By doing that, and by listening
carefully to what SRP's workers tell
them, the next time rain on the
watersheds of the Salt and Verde rivers
produces runoff in excess of what the
water storage reservoirs can hold, the
news accounts printed by The Phoenix
Gazette and The Arizona Republic can
avoid inaccuracies and inanities such
as:

"Roughly 110,000 cubic feet of water
per second was being released from
Granite Reef Dam." "SRP hydrologists
Saturday tightened the huge faucets at
the Granite Reef Diversion dam."
"Rains ... could force the Salt River

. Project to double its current releases of
, water," and others.

The first thing the newspaper people
might hear on the tour is that water is

; not released from Granite Re,ef Diver
sion Dam into the Salt River. As· the

: name of the dam suggests, its mission is.
to divert water. Water coming down the
river is stopped by the .dam, which is
1 000 feet long, 0 the flow can be
diverted into the Arizona Canal at the
dam north end and the outhern
Canal a the sou h end. The canals
carry the ater to other canals and
laterals so i can be directed to land
receiving irrigation, and to city-owned
purification plants so it can be treated
and distributed to homes, businesses,
schools, etc., for drinking and other
purposes.
: When more water flows in the river
than the diversion dam can divert into
the canals the water climbs the dam's
face and spills into the river bed below.
SRP has no way' of stopping the water
from running over the dam. SRP can
neither turn on nor turn off a faucet or
a tap. SRP can divert a maximum of
3,600 cubic feet of water per second into
the Arizona-and Southern canals.
Beyond that, additional water finds its

GUEST VOICE

way over the dam. The dam functions
exactly as it was designed when it was
authorized for construction in 1906.

The second thing news people might
learn is that the primary purpose of
SRP's four Salt River and two Verde
River storage dams is to hold water in
re:oervoirs for irrigation and domestic
use, and to produce hydroelectricity
(secondary benefits are recreational and
scenic). Only the dams on the Salt River
generate electricity.

As noted, the dams were built to store
water, which is water conservation' of
the highest order, and not to control
downstream flooding. The dams were
not designed so that the reservoirs
behind them could be drained in order

: to create space for flood runoff. The
SRP's mission in operating these dams
is to store as much water as possible for
future use.

(To insure the safety of the Salt River
dams, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation,
in cooperation with the SRP, is cur
rently overseeing the enlargement of
Roosevelt Dam - 77 feet will be added
to its height, which means the reservoir
will be larger. Part of the additional
lake space behind the enlarged dam will
be dedicated to preventing floods from
coming down the Salt River.

(A new Verde River dam, Cliff, was
planned for the same purpose, but
environmental groups derailed its con
struction.)

The watersheds of the Salt and Verde
rivers are nearly the same, each with
about 6,500 square miles. However,
water storage space behind the Verde
River's two dams is about one-flith that
of the Salt River's four dams. To assure
the dams are operated safely and to
maximize water storage for the Valley
(surface water is cheaper to obtain than
water pumped from below the ground),
the SRP monitors weather reports. If
the reservoirs are full, and the manag
ers believe runoff on the watersheds
will produce floods, limited quantities of
water might be released from the
reservoirs.

However; once flooding begins and
reservoirs can store no more water, the
SRP does not release water. I repeat,

once flooding begin and reservoir can
store no more water, the RP doe not
release water. What the RP does do i
open flood gate at each dam 0 that
water entering the reservoirs is imme
diately allowed to flow out down the
spillways.

If flood gates were not opened, water
entering the reservoirs would soon
overtop the dams. Water running over
the dams for long periods might cause
them to break apart. Hence, when the
Verde and Salt rivers are in flood stage,
all the SRP does is clear the way for
excess water to pass through the dams
and reservoir system. The SRP does not
release the water.

The difference between passing
through and releasing water might
seem minor to newspaper writers and

editors (and to TV and radio broadcast
ers), but one is correct the other is not.
One describe what really i happening,
the 0 her does not. Readers deserve an
accurate description of what is happen
ing and why. It might seem con enient
to say, "The SRP is releasing water,"
when what the SRP actually is doing is
operating its dams and reservoirs so
that flood water can pass through
without threatening the integrity of the
dams.

One further matter. The Salt River
through the Valley is not "usually" or
"normally" dry. It is artificially dry,
made so by the upstream storage of
water. This might seem like nit-picking,
but newspaper readers should know
that the Salt River is a live stream,
which nature periodically demonstrates
for us.
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Past lessons
failed to avert
deaths, damage
By Mark Shaffer
and Steve Yozwiak
The Arizona Republic

Arizona has learned many lessons
about floods in the past decade.

But there's a long way to go: This
month's flooding in the state dam
aged nearly 600 homes, contributed
to at least four deaths and caused
more than $60 million in property
damage.

However, it took a back seat to
the two most recent major floods.
Property damage was about four
times higher in 1983. And in 1980,
three times as many deaths as this
year were reported, when the Salt
River carried the most water in
recorded history.

But this year's disaster has raised
questIons about what flood-control
measures should be taken across the
state. Should two large dams once
planned by the Salt River Project be
built? Why did this year's flooding
take on such major proportions
despite there not being as much
rainfall as in past floods?

- See CONTROVERSY, P~S.I"

"There', has' been more th~n

•• ,:'~' • • • ." .~ ~ • ,.,' _" , .", .,_,,",:.,~_., -Z1' j; 0' $10 million spent since 1991 in'"
"CONTROVERSY,frompageAl • Valley'sbridges,manyofwhichhad l: ',,: .........., '''-")';~~r~,, :"'>.-:,,' ~,~.~;0(,;t!ifi,:;;z;.~1:.""':~'".clearing the salt cedar' out of the'

, ,; : .. been washed out repeatedly. Eventu-. .' 'c: ' ;,~" 0' • , '" " '".' - bottom and creating achannel, which,
:n,· One~ of·the dams, Orme, would, ally, the' bridges were rebuilt to use them for homes." , Roosevelt, Apache, Saguaro, Canyon,.; ,: 'Plan'ning has ·1:)een. a, problem. for.,,; i~_)9 fee,t deep ~nd 80 f7et aCFo~s,

ave beeJ;l built at the confluence of withstand exactly the kind of flooding Don Gohmert, a conservationist, Bartlett and Horseshoe. An acre-foot 'SRP officials for years, especially in . downstream of 91stAvenue/' Fitzger!
ithe'Salt and Ve~de Rivers, northeast that occurred this month. Except for agrees. -" of water, or 325,851 gallons,- would now. to' handle fluct~ations in reser·' alq said. . '" ".
bf Mesa: The other, Cliff Dam, would one bridge under construction in' "Sure, that's tbe ideal situation. But cover an acre of land to depth of 1 . voir levels. '" ,Fitzgerald also said that $1.2 mil·

~
' ave been built between Bartlett and Tempe, all of them held this time. pe~ple are wanting to move ~o foot. and would m~et .~he needs of a " .In May 1988; all SRP reservoirs lion was spent on .a levee. from. 113th
Horseshoe dams on the Verde, about Williams has acknowledged that Anzona, and developers. own prop- ,family of five for a year. . were full after, heavy runoff from Avenue to El Mirage Road m' the'
·20 miles north of Orme Dam. • environmentalists have sway and that erty, and they want to sell· all the "There was an, average of 3 to 3~' snowmel~. But by early 1991, the state Holly Acres area and that it "pretty
~ W~thollt, a~y'oc~ting tha~ it be built, neither Orme or Cliff will eve~ be prope~ty .they can," said Gohmert, inches of rain for ~hose four d~ys ~n app~~re~,.' t9,'. b~;,:. e~te?ng a major· well kept the riv~r within the river.'"
.Sen. John. McCam of Anzona, at a built. who ,IS' with the U.S. Deparment'of the watershed, compar~d to- 5. mcbes.·' drought cycle, m,.whlch Roosevelt" Most of the' damage occurred in
$ews. conference with Gov. Fife "Everybody's against it (dam build- ~griculture's Soil Conservat!on' Ser- du~~g th~ storms of 1978 to '80,",Lak~ bad bee~ red¥cect to 40 percent . Holly Acres, west of Phoenix; neal
~~ymi~gto~ at th.e. height of the in~) today," he said. "There's a. new vice. " Ph~!liPs said. - , , ."':'. ,. "of._ I.ts '/, cap~cI~y:',.::rhe. Valley was·, Winslow, where. a levee broke; n~al
[.floodmg m Phoerux two weeks ago, philosophy abroad that the old-tlffiers S n I d . Yet, the water commg mto the sucking up major amounts of ground- Camp Verde because of the high
,~aid ,Cliff Dam. would have signifi- never had to deal with. rna vs. arge, arn~ , system was a.lmost the, same." You' water,and the: SRP was planning to Verde River flows; or in Winkelman,
~cantly reduced water flows through "Had they been. faced with it , G~hme(t also said. envlronmental-· woul~ rank tbls as a major storm but reduce aJ]~catlOns .to users.. That all, where the Gila River rampaged.
~he Valley. . , (philosophy of not building dams), ISts likely would stop .any new large certamly no~ a storm of rec~rd. Yet" changed With a major stor~ m March. But the losses were much less than

And in a letter to the editor of The we'd never have had Phoenix or the dam. Maybe what IS needed for the Verde River had a record liillow. 1991 that filled the reservOirs. . in the floods of October 1983 or
~rjzona Renubllc published last week other Valley towns" Arizona, however, isn't large dams, "We had a relatively dry fall, and it B' 'It f t' February 1980
,'. 1" ' , • b II 1 . . ,D b b h Ul or conserva IOn .
:former Gov. Jack Williams suggested The newest floods came as Arizo-' ut sma er evees ,to protect eXlstmg wa.s wet In ecem er, ~t. not t at . The 1983 flood, which was caused
f!hat the Valley would bave been na's congressional delegation held developments,he said. wet (for .ground saturatIOn). There Each of tb.e dams In tbe SRP by up to 10 inches of rain during a
~protected from. recent floods had hearings throughout the state on ' These s.maller ~tructures feed areas was also Just. an average a~ount of. system was bUilt for water conserv~- two-day period, inundated much of
'Orme Dam been bUI'lt . t li t ' Itt t of vegetatIOn, whIch help suck runoff snowpack which melted. It s some- tlOn rather than flood control. There s th st' t It It d' 14 d' th d
l.; • enVlronmen ass proposa 0 pro ec . h d h' if h' , d . . h d I b' d'C<' e a e. resu e m ea s an'" S' h Ik' f . . I .. mto t e groun , rec argmg aqu ers. t mg we re stu ymg Wit a great ea a Ig llierence. . . .
r~ uc ta m unates envlronmenta - from dams 1,700 miles along 40 rivers S' th I t 1970 th S '1' f' t t" W f fl did 975 mJunes, left 1,100 homeless, and
-I h .., mce e a e s e 01 0 meres. ater rom 00 -contro ams can .. .'
>lstS w 0 worked for nearly a decade to by deslgnatmg them "Wild and sce- C t' S . h b' 'It 71' h' bid t th b t d caused more, than $220 million In" . onserva IOn ervlce as UI suc, e re ease . a e 0 tom an ... '
!prove to the federal Bureau of mc." t t tl' 1 A . " Reco,rd mflow '11 t d . t th' d damage. Most of the damage, almost'
~R I 'f th t 'th d s ruc ures, mos y m rura, nzona, Spl ways are cu eep moe am $100 'II' h ' .
..~ ec ama lOn, a . nel er am was Ch I h f d d where this month's flooding ~as the, When the SRP measu~ed its peak from the top. . ml Ion wort , was to agncul·
needed. ..' anne s ave a e " . . . . ' ". ture
~ , . . . worst. The cost was about· $17.7 ~-_ flow of 124,000 cubiC feet per sec~nd ConservatIOn dams have'very h!gh' , . ,
;Darn threatened eagles Ga~ Pet.ers,. state. dITec~or o~, lion,a fraction of the cost.. of large Ja.n. 8, 114,000 cfs were coming 90~n s~ill~ays and'must rel~ .o~ small The flood of 1980 ~oured the
ii, ' . . Amencan ~vers, a group behmd the dams. the Verde part of the system, Pblllips plpeltnes tf) remove water If It IS below l~rgest amount of. water m· recorded
~ Cliff Dam. was stopped d~nng the proposal, saId that rather tha,n prevent The agency is completing' plans to said. At one point, 137,000 cfs were the spillways. Roosevelt Dam, for. history - more. than .175,000 cfs.
,~a~ly, .1980s, m pa~ ?eca~se It would ~oods, dams on the state s largest help guard Willcox in' southeastern. flowing into Horseshoe' Dam _ the example, must be. at 80 percent down the S.alt R,iver, vlrtuall~ cuttmg
~avemundated nestmg sites of bald, nv~rs can help promote ~oods. . Arizona'; Chino Valley, '."n6rtW·of largest amount ever, far exceeding the capacity before water reaches the the, Va~ey m two.~t one POl?t, only.
~eag~es. Orme ~am also was baited by, I~ you look at the flvers th~t are Prescott;' and Kayenta.; on the Nav.ajo pre:rious record of 100,000, cfs in spillway., two bndges cr~ssmg th~ nver, ~t
~fnvlronmental concerns, a~d, because floodl~g, all a.re downstream of Indian Reservation. . ',,~"'. March 1938, be said. ' Despite the reliance on conserva- Central Avenue m Phoerux and Mill.
:}t woul~ have ~ooded p.ortlOns of ~he darns,' Peter~ s.ald. Dan Phillips, supervisor of water- Therealso was a near record inflow tion dams and the release of more Avenue in Tempe, were left ~p~n..It
~Salt Ri~er Pun,a-Mancopa Indian, The ol~ nver channels that once resources operatio.ns for, the SRP~: .is into the lower Salt River reservoirs - water, some s~fegua.rds downstream "also caused more than $110 nullion m
~.!=,omm~mty. . . .. cut d~ep mto ~he dese~ have faded more concerned With the past. He Said, Apache, Canyon and Saguaro lakes - have proved qu!te reliable. dama~e to pro~erty? roads and dam~. \
~ Iromcally, It IS the Tn-City Land- over time, leavmg ~he nvers shallow he and other experts, in the field were from the Four Peaks and Superstition. Susan Fitzgerald, public-informa- ,SO IS all thIS ramfall and floodmg.
'~rll, owned by th.e tribe, that may and bro~d, Peters said. . • surprised by tbe amount of runoff Mountain areas, Phillips said. tion officer for the Maricopa County cr'ea.ting a new climate here? Ask~ct:
.come out of thiS l)1onth's floods "Havmg a healthy channel IS more from the Jan. 6-9 rains. "Without flood-control space on Flood Control District said efforts to whether Arizona's desert charactens·
~ustainin~ the most d~mage of any important... so the river knows Phillips said the SRP had rele~sed . the Verde, this will happen again," channelize and keep brush and trees' tics are changing; Phillips taughed and.
Iproperty m the state. where it belongs," she said. more than 2.1 million acre-feet of Phillips said. out of the Salt River bottom were 'said" "Nobody sees wild banana trees
~:Ih' the 1970s, Orme and Cliff dams "What needs to be looked at is a water by this weekend, more than the "And there's nothing planned that ,"extremely effective" in reducing growing yet, but we are starting' tOI
tee? touted as ways to protect the ":.~ser use of the flood plains, and not storage capacity of its six reservoirs: will alter the present situation." damage from the flood. look." _.,.
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AFTER
THE

FLOOD /
Garbage left

along the Salt
River attests to

the power of the.
floods early this
month. Bushes

and trees
(clockwise from

near right) are
littered with

garbage, and an
old tire stands

nearby at l07th
Avenue. Near

that spot, a sign
warned about the

quality of the
water long

before flooding.
An empty steel

drum washed
into the mud in
the bed of the

Salt apparently
attracted an

animal. At 35th
Avenue, an old

shoe, a glass
flask, chunks of
polystyrene and

other garbage
have washed up.

Photos by Michael Ging/The Arizona Republic

lControversy
again left by
state floods
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down rivers. They're supposed to be put in
places where they aren't affected by
water," he said. "But I have no evidence
that it will cause any long-term harm."

But Jim Lemmon, an environmental
consultant and lobbyist for the Arizona
Public Health Association, disagreed.

He said garbage rotting in the riverbed
could become septic, is likely to increase
breeding of flies, mosquitos and rodents
and likely will increase the contamination
of underground aquifers.

"It's garbage. It has filth on it," he said.
"It will cause problems when the water
recedes. It will be a mess to clean up the
river."

Michael Chow I THE PHOENIX GAZETTE
Landfill and left along the Salt River, like this trash piled
along the riverbed at Hayden Road.

need to get it done."
Meanwhile, health officials and others

seem at odds over the potential threat to
the public from the garbage in the river.

Norm Petersen, chief of risk assessment
and investigation for the state Depart
ment of Health Services, said the large
amount of water flowing down the Salt
should dilute most contaminants beyond
the point of danger.

Petersen said previous landfIll wash
outs have been studied, and no evidence
has been found that the garbage caused
lasting problems. Most contaminants in
the river, he add('d, come from agricul-
tural runoff. .

"Landfills are not supposed to wash

Officials of various agencies are arguing about who is
responsible for the garbage ripped from the Tri-City

scrapped ENSCO hazardous waste inciner
ator planned southwest of Phoenix, said
DEQ is as much to blame as the Indians
and the cities.

"DEQ has to approve where cities dump
their garbage," he said. "They could have
told the cities to stop dumping their trash
there a long time ago."

Dixon said it's time to stop spreading
blame.

"We're trying to come at this with a
spirit of good faith," he said. "The fact is it
rained, the problem wasn't fixed and now
we're seeing the results.

"The damage has been done. We need to
get beyond that. There's been enough
finger-pointing going on," he said. "We

LANDFILL -~ ----- From A1

Scottsdale and Tempe _ which have used i .. _- z:u' ... ::;;;;;;;;;<1"-

the facility - remove the portion of the
landfill within the river's flood plain.

"We tried to work with them," Brittle
said about the Indians and their munici
pal customers. "They kept hemming and
hawing and saying this wouldn't happen.

"Well, now we're taking the matter into
our own hands. Noone else is doing
anything about it."

Indian community spokeswoman Janet
Johnson had no comment on the lawsuit.

But she said the community was
reviewing a plan to stabilize the 400-acre
landfill and see to its closure by a
federally imposed deadline at the end of
October.

She said the plan already would be in
effect were it not for the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers.

"We hired a consuitant to do the plan,
and gave it to the Army Corps of
Engineers to review," Johnson said. "If
the plan had been approved during the
dry season, the impact wouldn't be as it is
today."

Joe Dixon, spokesman for the corps'
Phoenix office, disagreed.

"How can I put this delicately?" he said.
"I don't believe the ball was in our court."

Ed Fox, director of the state Depart
ment of Environmental Quality, also has
assigned blame and threatened legal
action.

In a terse letter to government officials
Thursday, Fox expressed his frustration
that the Indians lack a plan to fix the
landfill and that the corps and U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency have
failed to enforce their regulations. I

"This environmental threat is at least
: -10 years old, and further delay cannot be
"_. 'accepted," he wrote. "I am obligated ... to

,explore the state's legal options."
DEQ spokesman John Godec said Fox

wants the Indians and the cities to pay for
'cleaning up the landfIll and the river, and
:he wants federal agencies to pursue
apparent violations of the Clean Water
Act.
, "There is certainly a violation of the
Clean Water Act, by allowing trash to be
released from the landfill," Godec said.
"Last year the community kept saying,
'It's not our garbage.' Well, now that
argument is moot."

Brittle, who helped lobby against the

973
I

Fights have erupted over the flood-dam
aged Tri-City LandfIll.'

Days after high water tore into. the
Indian-owned facility, government agen
cies, environmentalists and the Salt River
Pima-Maricopa Indian Community are
pointing fingers at each other, trying to
assign blame.

Meanwhile, the landfill continues to
erode, filling the Salt River with tons of
rotting garbage' and prompting a debate
over public health risks.,

State officials said 55,000 cubic yards of
trash - about 3,000 garbage truckloads
has fanen into the river since late Friday,
a figure that could double before the rains
stop and the water subsides.

"This is ridiculous," said Steve Brittle,
spokesman for the environmental group
Don't Waste Arizona.

"This is another example of govern
ment agencies that are supposed to be
protecting our environment but aren't
doing it."

Brittle's group planned to fIle a lawsuit
today in U.S. District Court seeking an
immediate injunction closing the trouble
plagued landfill, which straddles the river
north of Mesa near McDowell Road and
the Beeline Highway.

The lawsuit was to demand that the
Indians, 'as well as the cities of Mesa,

See _ LANDFILL, Page A2

Dumping
ground of
excuses
No orle wants blame
for mess at landfill

i
By Da'vid H~ye
THE PHOENIX GAZETTE
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Tom Tingle I THE PHOENIX GAZETTE
Earthmovers and trucks place boulders near the Salt River's
edge to buffer the Tri-City Landfill.

Landfill's contents
may flow down Salt
Rushing water strips layer of embankment
By David Hoye mental department, on Friday met
THE PHOENIX GAZETTE with Gov. Fife Symington, and

Floodwaters breached a portion representatives from the Indian
of the Tri-City Landfill near Mesa communi.ty and the cities that use
late Friday, and officials feared a the landfill.
major portion of the Indian-oper- In a letter to those parties
ated dump could wash down the Thursday, Fox said that the state
Salt River this weekend. has tried in vain to resolve the

Craig Zentgraf an engineer landfill problem, and that he feels
with the Arizona' Department of "obligated at this time to explore
Environmental Quality, said he the state's legal options."
watched as rushing water eroded Department spokesman John
about 100 feet of embankment Godec said that after last year's
around the landfill and exposed a flooding, the Indian community,
layer of construction debris. the cities and the U.s. Army Corps

He estimated there is 150 to 200 of Engineers agreed to draft a plan
feet of soil and rock standing to shor~ up the landfill and
between the floodwaters and the prepare It for closure by October.
main portion of the landfill, which The plan was supposed to be
contains layers of commercial and completed by August, Godec said,
residential garbage from Mesa, "bu~ the U.S., Environmental Pro
Scottsdale and Tempe. tectlOn Agency and this agency are

"It might survive this release not aware of it having ever been
but if we get more rain tomorrow; com~leted."
the next release will do it," he said. Tnbal leaders were planning a

This is the second consecutive meeting this morning to discuss
year the landfill operated by the the Salt River water releases.
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Janet Johnson, a spokeswoman
Community has been blamed for fo~ tribal President Ivan Makil,
sending garbage and debris down saId the governor, during last
the Salt River. January's rains, offered to help the

Both incidents followed major tribe with. $300,000, but the tribe
storms that forced the Salt River never receIved the money.
Project to release water from Makil said the tribe shored up
Granite Reef Dam into the nor- the landfill with a $400,000 reno-
mally dry riverbed. vation.

Flows in the river were expected I-n-c-j-ud-e-s-l-·n-fo-r-m-a-t-io-n-fr-o-m---
to reach near-record levels today.

Ed Fox, director of the environ- reporter Betty Reid.

Earlier floods created grief
for motorists, hom~owners
By Victor Dricks • In February and March of
THE PHOENIX GAZETTE 1978, floodwaters along the Salt

Since 1978, three massive floods River washed out an Interstate 17
have soaked the Valley, causing b~idge o~ the Agua Fria River a~d
$177 million in damage to homes ki~led sIX peopl~. The only ~Ity
and businesses, washing out bndge th.at remamed open dunng
bridges, and leaving thousands of the flo?ding w~ the Ce.ntral Ave
residents temporarily homele. nue Bndge which sustained heavy

Although the Valley gets an damage.
average of only 7 inches of rain • In December 1978, another
annually, events of the past week storm caused extensive damage
demonstrate it is not immune to along the Salt River, including
the caprices of nature. losses to sand and gravel opera-

The Valley is a drainage for tions along the banks ofthe river.
50,000 square miles. When it rains The two storms caused an esti
heavily, we get runoff from most of mated $113 million damage, ac
the state and parts of New Mexico. cording to the Arizona Depart-

The "granddaddy of all floods" ment of Transportation.
- the most severe in Maricopa .In 1980, a storm so severe it
County on record - occurred in might be expected to occur only
1891, sending 300,000 cubic feet once every 100 years caused
per second of water roaring down $63.7 million damage in the Val
the Salt River. It prompted local ley, including income loss and
farmers to pool their resources and emergency services. The storm
form a flood control district. forced hundreds of people from
Within 10 years, they started their homes and left three dead.
damming the Salt River. Salt River Project officials were

Those efforts did little to protect forced to release water into the
the Valley from the fury un- Salt River to protect Stewart
leashed by Mother Nature three Mountain Dam from collapsing
times over the past 15 years. The after the Army Corps of Engineers
speed and volume of storm runoff found sections of the concrete were
take many people by surprise here, "unbonding." These releases
said Susan Fitzgerald, a spokes- caused massive traffic snarls and
woman for the Maricopa County prompted a review of flood-control
Flood Control District. programs.

MARICOPA COUNTY
Third Avenue north of Circle

Mountain Road
19th Avenue - Joy Ranch

Road to Desert Hills Drive
35th Avenue - Baseline Road

to Southern Avenue
36th Avenue at Gila River
67th Avenue at Salt River
91 st Avenue at Salt River
99th Avenue at Union Hills

Drive
107th Avenue at Hatfield and

Union Hills
115th Avenue at Gila River
211 th Avenue south of Grand

Avenue
355th Avenue at Indian School

Road
Seventh Street at Carefree

Highway and north of Carefree
Highway

Airport Road at Gila River
Bartlett Dam Road east of

Cave Creek Road
Carefree Highway at Cave

Creek Wash
Baseline Road - 331 st Ave

nue to Johnson Road
Cave Creek Road north of

Bartlett Road turnoff
Cotton Lane at Litchfield Road
Crismon Road north of Broad

way Road
Deer Valley Road - 75th to

83rd avenues
Desert Hills Road at 19th

Avenue
EI Mirage Road and Fornes

Road at Gila River
Gilbert Road at Salt River and

between Beeline Highway and
Thomas Road

Kelley Road at New River and
Interstate 17 frontage road

Lake Pleasant Road south of
Lake Access Road

Lone Mountain at East 5000
block

Lower Buckeye Road at Agua
Fria River

McKellips Road at Salt River
McKellips Road at Alma

School Road
New River Road at Circle

Mountain
New River Road north of Lake

Pleasant Road
New River Road east of Inter

state 17
New River Road south of Fig

Springs Road
New River Road at Interstate

17 exit for Circle Mountain Road
Old Stage Road at New River

Wash
Patton Road at 193rd Avenue
Patton Road at Hassayampa

River .
Patton Road west of U.S. 60
Pierpoint Road at Gila River
R.H. Johnson Boulevard at

Allepo
Reems Road - Northern Ave

nue to Cactus Road
Rincon Road in Wickenburg at

U.S. 89
Southern Avenue west of Miller

Road
Arizona 74 - 99th Avenue to

Interstate 17
University Drive east of Ells

worth Road

These streets were closed
Friday and are likely to remain
closed over the weekend:
PHOENIX

Beardsley Road - Seventh
Street to Seventh Avenue

Deer Valley Road east of
Seventh Street

Union Hills Drive - Seventh
Street to Seventh Avenue

Union Hills Drive west of
Central Avenue.

Washington Street - Second
to Fourth streets

Seventh Avenue - Union Hills
Drive to Bell Road

Seventh Avenue at Grovers
Avenue

27th Avenue at Happy Valley
Road

29th Avenue at Pinnacle Peak
Road

35th Avenue at Pinnacle Peak
Road

35th Avenue at Deer Valley
Road

35th Avenue - Lower Buckeye
to Broadway roads

48th Avenue - Tonto Lane to
Oraibi Drive

91 st Avenue at Salt River

WEST VALLEY
Arizona 85 south of Buckeye

EAST VALLEY
Gilbert Road at the Salt River

GLENDALE
54th Avenue north of Union

Hills Drive
57th Avenue north of Union

Hills Drive
67th Avenue north of Bell Road
83rd Avenue north of Union

Hills Drive

I

Street
closures

sconSDALE
Pima Road north of Lone

Mountain Road
At Indian Bend Wash - Indian

Bend Road, Starlight Way, Med
lock Drive, Osborn Road, Jack
rabbit Road, Roosevelt Street and
Murray Lane.

---I
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Flood-control measures work
'fantastically' in first major test

•

By Brad Patten·
THE PHOENIX GAZETTE

Give thanks for the New Waddell Dam.
Bow your head to the Arizona Canal

Diversion Channel.
Include in your prayers a word about

channelization, levees, flood-eontrol dams, au
tomated rain monitors and reinforced bridges.

Without them, you might not be reading the
newspaper. Instead, you could be shoveling
mud from your living room or be stuck in
traffic.

In the past decade, flood-eontrol officials
from city, county, state and federal agencies
have spent hundreds of millions of dollars for

ways to channel billions of gallons of water
around the Valley during storms.

"It's worked fantastically, just as it had been
designed," Stanley Smith, acting chief engineer
and general manager for the county's flood
control district, said Sunday evening.

Last week's heavy rain - which pushed
more than 100 billion gallons of water through
the Verde River into the Salt River - provided
the fIrst major test of a variety of measures
implemented in the wake of the floods that
ravaged the Valley in 1978,1979 and 1980.

Smith said most of the improvements in the
past 15 years have been designed to manage

See .DAMS, Page A7
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the floods from winter weather
and huge runoffs north of the
Valley. He said the flood-eontrol
district is still working to relieve
pockets of flooding from torrential
rains that usually occur in sum
mer.

Where the flow goes
The measures were designed to

control the huge amount of water
that travels through the Valley via
a dozen rivers and washes when
rain and snow drench higher
elevations.

To understand the improve
ments, you need to understand the
Valley's water ·routes, which are
not widely understood since they
are usually dry.

The easiest way to visualize the
system is to remember that water
flowing into the Valley is on its
way to the Colorado River at
Yuma via the Gila River.

The biggest feeder to the Gila is
the Salt River, the normally dry
riverbed that winds from north
east to southwest through the
center of the Valley. It joins the
Gila on the west side.

Two north-south rivers meet the
Gila and Salt. The Verde River
feeds into the Salt northeast of
Scottsdale, and the Agua Fria
River meets the Gila on the
southwestern edge of town.

Water flowing through the Salt
in the eastern and central parts of
the Valley is controlled by the Salt
River Project.

Dams hold it back
Six SRP dams on the Verde and

Salt rivers catch and store water
coming from the 13,000-square
mile watershed in the central
portion of the state.

Four of the dams are on the Salt
northeast of the Valley, beginning
with Roosevelt and ending with

Stewart Mountain. Two dams 
Horseshoe and Bartlett - contain
water on the Verde.

As the reservoirs behind the
dams fill, SRP must release water
into the Salt.

The huge volumes raging
through the Salt - up to 124,000
cubic feet per second Friday and
63,000 cfs early today - were the
result of heavy rains in the
Prescott, Verde Valley and Sedona
areas. Runoff from those areas
flows to Horseshoe Lake, which
has a capacity of 43 billion gallons,
and to Bartlett Lake, which can
hold 58 billion gallons.

"If the Verde lakes had been
empty, we would have already
filled those lakes up and would
have been releasing more water,"
said Dan Phillips, supervisor of
water resource operations at SRP.

At one point, a record of about
114,000 cfs was being released at
Bartlett Dam. The maximum re
lease at Roosevelt was about
20,000 cfs, Phillips said.

Better control
Roosevelt was 30 percent below

capacity before the storm to ac
commodate construction. But Phil
lips said the work had little impact
on the amount water in the Salt
since most of the volume came
from Verde dams.

SRP is able to keep more precise
control of releases because of
improvements in the past decade.

One, a series of rain and stream
gauges, sends rainfall amounts
and stream speeds to SRP comput
ers every 15 minutes via a satellite .
system.

That helps SRP hydrologists
determine sooner and more pre
cisely how much water they need
to release, Phillips said.

Fortunately, the Salt River is
able to accommodate more volume,

too, thanks to efforts over the past
10 years.

Some sections of the riverbed
were widened. Others had levees
built on one side or another. Parts
were dug deeper by sand and
gravel companies. Still others were
"channeled" - where engineers
improve flow.

"What we have done is con
trolled the river through designed
levees and channels," said Dick
Perreault, chief of planning for the
flood control district.

Better bridges
It is also easier to get across the

Salt.
After the flood in 1980, only two

bridges across the Salt were left
intact.

"TraffIc was just a nightmare,"
Perreault said. "It took two or
three hours just to cross the river."

Since then, more bridges were
built and old ones were reinforced
to withstand flows of 180,000 to
200,000 cfs.

"We've got basically new bridges
all along the river," said Tony de
la Cruza, street maintenance su
perintendent for Phoenix. "They
were all reconstructed and
reinforced."

Only one bridge in Phoenix 
the 35th Avenue bridge - was
closed Friday. There were no
major traffic jams.

In the northern and northwest
ern parts of the Valley, residents
can give thanks for canals and
relatively new dams that divert
water into the Agua Fria River.

The New Waddell Dam in the
northwest Valley was fmished less
than three months ago.

Lake filling quickly
Good thing, too, because "the old

dam is 5 feet under water right
now," said Chuck Morfoot, spokes-

man for the federal Bureau of
Reclamation, which runs the dam.

The heavy rain is helping accel
erate the expansion of Lake Pleas
ant behind the dam. The lake will
be four times its original size when
fIlling is complete early next year.

Because the lake is being filled,
no water was released into the
AguaFria.

"There probably would have
been some flooding on the west
side of town if we had been
releasing water," Morfoot said.

In addition to the New Waddell,
flooding in the central and west
side of the Valley has been avoided
by several flood-eontrol dams and
the Arizona Canal Diversion Chan
nel.

The channel is the 17-mile ditch
that runs alongside the Arizona
Canal from 40th Street and Camel
back Road to 75th Avenue and Bell
Road, where it runs into the
Skunk Creek Wash and eventually
the Agua Fria.

A short section between 32nd
Street and 40th Street is under
construction. But the 16 completed
miles are working.

The channel diverts water from
several urban washes. It also
captures large amounts of water
from storm drains in Phoenix.

Smith credits the absence of
flooding in central and west Phoe
nix to the channel and the 13-year
old Cave Buttes Dam. Cave Buttes
has a capacity of about 15 billion
gallons and was less than one-third
full at its peak Friday.

Other dams relieving the strain
were the New River Dam, built in
1985, Adobe Dam, built in 1980,
and Dreamy Draw Dam, built in
1974.

Even one of the most flood-prone
areas of the Valley, the Holly
Acres area near the Salt River at
115th Avenue, survived thanks to
a 7-year-old levee, Smith said.
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Rick D'Elia/Dally News·Sun

Don Rhoten of Paradise Resort :'in Peoria walks his three dogs
through a field west of Sun City Thursday.

By J.J. McCORMACK
Daily News-Sun staff

1993 is not shaping up to be a
drought year in Arizona.

Steady rains have drenched the
state since Wednesday and al
though the clouds broke for a time
this morning, more rain is forecast
over the weekend.

The National Weather Service
this morning issued a flash flood
warning for much of central Ari
zona. The warning is in effect until
9 p.m.

Persistent rain is causing sign.if
icant increases in stream flows
and the increases are expected to
continue through tonight, said

WS meteorologist David Car
penter.

Local Sun City weather watcher
Dick Jarsensky this morning said a
rain gauge in his back yard meas
ured 1.1 inches overnight. Since
Wednesday, 2.3 inches of rain have
fallen in Sun City, he said.

Arizona's three-day drenching
prompted Salt River Project offi
cials this morning to increase re
leases at Granite Reef Dam
northeast of Phoenix to the highest
level in more than a decade. Re
leases were set at 110,000 cubic
feet per second, the largest flow
since 1980 when 180,000 cubic feet
of water per second flowed
through the dam, said Teri Morris,
an SRP spokeswoman.

The dam releases affect roads
and bridges across the Salt River
in the East Valley, but they do not

See Forecasters predict, A6

ain floods
NW Valley
roadways

Mollie J. Hoppes/Dally News,Sun

Heavy rains forced the closure of Union Hills Drive between 101 Loop a'nd 83rd Avenue Thursday.
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Fore,casters predict
rain for weekend

•

-From Al
directly affect the West Valley.

Locally, a number of area
streets were closed as of late
this morning because of high
water, including Carefree
Highway from 99th Avenue
east to Interstate 17.

At nearby Lake Pleasant,
boat ramps were closed this
morning because of rising wa
ter levels. The ramps are ex
pected to open when the rain
subsides.

Local law enforcement
agencies reported minimal
problems this morning, but
warned that the street flood
ing could worsen if the rain
persists.

"There are a few spots that
are normally flooded, but we
haven't had to close anything
this morning," said Norm
Zadnoff, Slfn City West Posse
commander. "There isn't any
thing you can't drive through
using caution."

Some area residents appar
ently are taking precautions
against more severe flooding.
A fire department employee
in Peoria said demand
prompted a second delivery of
sand at the city's three fire
stations Wednesday. Sand and
sand bags also are available at
Glendale fire stations.

The list of road closures in
Peoria and Glendale because
of flooding included six cross
ings by late this morning.
They are:
• Deer Valley Road between

75th ang 83rd avenues.
• 54th Avenue north of

Union Hills Drive in Glendale.
• 57th Avenue north of

Union Hills Drive in Glendale.
• 67th Avenue just north of

Bell Road at Skunk Creek.
• 83rd Avenue and Union

Hills Drive.
• 83rd Avenue northbound

from Bell Road and south
bound from Union Hills Drive.
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search for a woman who was swept
away by the Gila about 5:30 p.m.
Saturday when the truck she was
riding in was washed off a closed
stretch of Highway 587 near Sacaton.

The truck's other two occupants,
both unidentified men, were fished
from the river by a Department of
Public Safety helicopter rescue team.

The Gila River Indian Community
Emergency Operation Center asked
the DPS and the state Department of
Transportation to put more bani
cades on the highway. The road,
which intersects with Interstate 10,
has been closed since Jan. 10 due to
flooding.

ecord releases

1 cubic foot of water - 7.5 gallons.
200,000 cubic feet per second:

1,496,200 gallons every second.
Enough to fill 60 swimming poolS

very second.
Enough to fill Sun Devil Stadium

very 85 seconds.
A year's supply for 18 every

ond.
A year's supply for the entire Valley

very 2.5 days.

• 124,000 cfs - The amount Salt River
Project was releasing Jan. 8 when the
raging torrents tore through the Tri-City
Landfill, knocked down the Mill Avenue
Bridge and caused downstream flooding
in low-lying areas SRP officials expect
releases to reach this amount again
today.

• 178,000 cfs - The record for water
releases, reached during the February
1980 floods after nine straight days of
rain. The flooding claimed four lives and
Inundated virtually every bridge along the
Salt River, leaving the old Mill Avenue
Bndge as the only artery between the
East Valley and Phoenix.,

• 200,000 cfs - ThE. amount projected
by Tuesday if today's storm brings the
anticipated 3 inches of rain on the Salt
River Project watershed. This amount of
w~ter could imperil a number of bridges
along the Salt and create Widespread
downstream flooding.

Authorities continued Sunday to

American Red Cross, said the organi
zation is on alert to assist flood vic
tims. The agency operated an·
emergency shelter for county resi
jents in the Holly Acres and Cashion
areas near 115th Avenue last week.
That area is likely to be hit with addi
tional floods if the rain continues.

"We think that might be the area
hit again. If so, we will reopen a shel
ter for them," IDch said. "Right now,
we are just waiting to see what will
happen. We are watching the situa
tion very closely. We will be ready to
provide assistance to whoever needs
it. "

degrees despite a mostly cloudy day.
"Just a little bit of sunshine is all it
took to zap us up to that," Carpenter
said.

The incoming cold could blanket
higher country with 5 to 7 inches of
snow, bringing the snow level down
near 6,000 feet.

the Valley, sandbags and sand
,will be available to county residents
through the Maricopa County Depart
ment of Transportation and the
county Flood Control District, said
Warren Leek of the Maricopa County
Department of Emergency Manage-

ent.
Mary IDch, a spokesperson for the

Central Arizona Chapter of the

From page A1

Storm
The Mill bridge is designed to with

stand flows as high as 250,000 cfs,
said Tempe spokeswoman Nachi
Marquez.

An incoming storm due to hit the
state early this morning could spill up
to three inches onto the already
bloated watershed.

The December and January storms
have dumped more than 1.3 million
acre-feet of water in the Salt River
Project system, said Darrell Jordan,
SRP's manager of water resources
management.

"This exceeds the amount 'of water
by nearly 50 percent that SRP
delivers in one year to the entire Val
ley," he said.

An acre foot of water equals
325,850 gallons or enough to supply a
family of four for a year.

Salt River Project announced that
water flows at Granite Reef were
expected to reach 100,000 cfs by late
Sunday.

Other troubling news came from
Roosevelt Lake 80 miles east of Phre
nix where water threatened to spill
over a temporary dam there.

The scrcalled cofferdam was built
so construction crews could expand
and improve Roosevelt Dam.

"At this point, we anticipate that
any flow over the cofferdam would be
minimal, and the cofferdam itself
should not be damaged," Jordan said.
A I-foot overflow would increase
water releases from Roosevelt Lake
by about 2 percent (400 cfs), he
explained. A Hoot overtopping could
increase lake releases by about 5 per
cent (less than 1,000 cfs).

Though the bad weather continues,
Arizona is due for some relief, said
National Weather Service meteorolo
gist David Carpenter.

"This is hopefully the last in a
series. A high pressure ridge coming
in should last at least a few days and
give us a very welcome break."

Sunday afternoon, the weather ser
vice put the entire state under a flood
and flash flood warning through 9
a.m. today.

Today's storm, like the past
several, arrives from the Pacific
Ocean but could bring colder tem
peratures than its predecessors.

Sunday's storm kept the state unu
sually warm - at Phoenix Sky Har
bor International Airport, it hit 69

Valley emergency crews are bracing for
what could be record water releases in the
next two days from reservoirs supplying the
Valley.

Continued rain Sunday drove Salt River
Project officials to increase water flows from
dams and warn residents in low-lying areas
of flood danger.

What has become the wettest January in
nearly a century is producing some of the
highest water levels ever in the Salt River
Project watershed.

SRP officials warned Valley cities and
residents that it may have to release as much
as 200,000 cubic feet of water per second by
Tuesday night from its Granite Reef Diver
sion Dam 32 miles east of Phoenix.

Such a release would far eclipse the record
at Granite Reef of 178,000 cfs in 1980, which
compounded statewide flooding that killed
four people.

Should SRP be forced to make record
releases Tuesday, bridges spanning the Salt
would face the largest currents in their his
tory.

The Mill Avenue Bridge, whose nearly
completed sister span was damaged by flows
reaching 124,000 cfs Jan. 8, will withstand the
threatened releases, said Tempe officials.

By Kathy Nixon and Carolyn Huffman
Tribune writers

Strained dam.s
threaten record
water releases
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Contributing to this article were Bob
Golfen and Hal Mattern of The Arizona
Republic.

. an island surrounded by water and
had to be rescued by police helicopter.

Officials said it appeared that the
bridge, rebuilt after 1980 floods,
would survive Friday's water releases.

"I don't think it is going down the
river," said Tom LaMarche, a hydrol
ogist for the Maricopa County Flood
Control Division.

A nearby business wasn't so lucky.
By 4 p.m., the river had swamped the
American Truck Salvage Yard at 4141
S. 35th Ave. Several junked vehicles
were nearly submerged, and a mobile
home was about halfway under water.

Debris from the salvage yard,
including several 50-gallon drums,
floated downstream. At one point, a
large white propane tank resembling a
World War II U-boat was carried
away.

Central Avenue bridge in Phoenix
remained open. Dozens of people
stood beside the heaving river or
leaned over the bridge's railing to
watch the rushing water.

Police officers stopped at squatters
camps scattered along the riverbank,
warning the residents to leave.

Construction of the new $6.6 mil
lion Mill Avenue bridge, which is east
of the existing bridge, began a year
ago. It had been scheduled to open in
July and carry northbound traffic.

Tempe officials had no estimate
Friday on the amount of damage but
said the contractor's insurance was
expected to pay for the damage.

Jim Jones, director of public works,
said that the new bridge will with
stand 250,000 cubic feet per second of
water when completed. The river was
running at 80,000 cfs when pieces of it
began collapsing. The flow was
expected to reach 150,000 cfs by
Friday night.

The temporary spans, each about
ISO feet long, could withstand only
35,000 cfs because cement had not yet
been poured, Tempe officials said.

Saturday, January 9, 1993

Unfinished spans
prove no match
for fury of Salt
6 other bridges closed by torrent
By Pamela Manson
and Paul Brinkley-Rogers
The Arizona Republic

Rushing waters closed six bridges
and all unbridged washes across the
Salt River on Friday, said Sgt. Jay
Ellison of the Maricopa County
Sheriffs Department.

Closed were bridges at 35th, 51st,
67th, and 91st avenues, as well as at
McKellips and Gilbert roads, he said.

Debris-laden water pounded at the
unfinished Mill Avenue bridge
throughout the day. The concrete
arches in the finished section at the
southern end held, but the flood
knocked out several temporary ply
wood spans supported by dozens of
vertical steel beams.

The old, two-lane Mill Avenue
bridge was not damaged and was open
to bumper-to-bumper traffic.

About 100 spectators gathered at
each end of the bridge Friday
afternoon to watch the Salt River rip
the unfinished section apart. Many
carried video cameras.

"This is our date," Bridget
O'Rourke, a 17-year-old Tempe resi
dent, said as she joined the crowd
watching the scene with fascination.

"Hey, it's better than the movies.
And it's free, too," said her boyfriend
Roger Knauss, 18.

A group of construction workers
speculated about whether the flood
would rip out the rest of the
uncompleted part of the bridge.

"Water is weird," said Rudy
Hernandez, 28. "You got concrete.
You got steel. You hit that with your
fist and you will hurt.

"But that river. It is just water, but
it is cutting through that bridge like a
knife."

Downriver, raging waters at the
35th Avenue bridge attracted a
handful of onlookers.

The bridge was closed at 2 p.m.
after water washed over its southern
access, but not before it nearly
claimed the lives of two people.

Phoenix police Sgt. William John
ston said the people were stranded on

FLOODS OF '93

Photos by Rob SchumacherIThe Arizona Republic

At 5: 10 p.m. Friday, another span of the unfinished Mill Avenue bridge gives way to surging floodwaters and collapses.
The Salt River on Friday knocked out several temporary plywood spans supported by dozens of vertical steel beams.

Woman clings
ree en creek

By Mark Shaffer
The Arizona Republic

A the churnmg 'ater in Dry Beaver Creek ro e
!thm 6 in hes of her feet Am Janes aId,

adrenaline kept her hands clamped to the little tree
in the creek bed. Janes, 18, clung to the tree for
seven hours late Thursday before being rescued.

Janes, a Northern Arizona University student,
had gone on a canoe trip shortly after 5 p.m.
Thursday with her father, Earl Janes, a Camp Verde
post-office employee, on the creek south of Sedona.

But a wave flipped their canoe, and Amy Janes
grabbed a tree as she floated past. Earl Janes swam
ashore and drove back to Camp Verde for help.

Then, the serious flooding came downstream.
Amy Janes said the water rose a foot within an hour
as she clung to the cottonwood tree, which measured
only 6 inches in diameter.

"I figured at first that I would get out pretty
quick," she said. "But then, I really got worried and
started praying really hard when I saw that wasn't
going to happen."

Rescue personnel from Camp Verde arrived about
an hour later but didn't have the equipment to pull
her to safety, she recalled.

White-water specialists from the Prescott Fire
Department finally were able to pull her onto a boat
at 12:40 a.m. Friday, Janes said. She said she was
treated for a mild case of hypothermia. L
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rain-swollen Gila River south of Public Safety urged travelers to High flows arriving at the same
the metropolitan area. avoid the snow country around time in all three rivers could

The Salt River Project was Flagstaff and along the Mogollon produce a flow strong enough to
recording 72,000 cubic feet per Rim. breach the levee, Smith said.
second flows into the Salt River at "I am getting a lot of calls on The most severe flooding in the
the Granite Reef Diversion Dam accidents and rollovers," DPS Offi- Valley appeared to be in Laveen,
32 miles northeast of downtown cer Ann Stuckey said. where a clogged drainage ditch
Phoenix this morning, less than Stuckey said heavy traffic from along Baseline Road near 59th
half the amount predicted. the long holiday weekend com- Avenue pushed water into five

SRP spokesman John Egan said bined with heavy snow backed up farmhouses, the Red Cross re-
mountain rainfall was less than traffic Sunday night on interstates ported.
feared and that Monday's storm 17 and 40 near Flagstaff. A Residents were angry that the
arrived later than forecast, giving favorite route for Valley skiers, county had spent money on an
hydrologists less water and more state Route 260, was restricted to expensive flood-eontrol study, in-
time to drain the six SRP reser- one-lane at portions between Pay- stead of cleaning out the ditch.
vo on the Salt and Verde rivers son and Heber due to rock slides, "Instead of solving a very simple

heas of Phoenix. Stuckey said. problem, the county government
e are ortunate. e got that On onday, Arizonans were resorts to studies that have no

ex ra une," E an said. reeling from the wettest January validity," said Ron Schlosser, a
The highest release ever re- on record and several sitings of resident in the area.

corded in the Salt was 178,000 cfs, funnel clouds. Pea-sized hail pelted marchers
in 1980. Engineers feared that Sgt. Kevin Lewis, a Gila River celebrating the state's Martin Lu-
200.000 cfs the SRP had projected Indian Reservation police officer ther King Jr. holiday downtown

unda)' to reach the alley today hasn t been heard from since early Monday and several funnel clouds
would wash out everal of the Sunday, when he went to check on Russell Gates I THE PHOENIX GAZETTE were sighted in the Phoenix area.
dozen bridges that cross the Salt in roads crossing the Gila River. Lt. Jim Mann is one of the flood-watchers at a Maricopa County One tornado reportedly touched
the Valley. Searchers on Monday found skid Sheriff's Office command post trailer set up at 115th and down in the King's Ranch area in

A forecast for heavy snow up marks at a river crossing and Southern avenues. Pinal County just east of Apache
north also was welcome news for downstream debris that could have Junction off Highway 60.
Valley flood fighters. The National come from a squad car. Officials was swept into the river. Her "Right now we are getting In Patagonia, flooding caused
Weather Service issued a heavy were uncertain if Lewis had been companions, two unidentified men, prepared, monitoring all these the evacuation of 40 people from a
snow warning overnight down to swept into the water, Bureau of were able to escape through win- washes, and trying to get a feel for trailer park northeast of the town.
the 5,500 foot level for the north Indian Affairs spokesman Larry dows and were rescued. the flows we are going to have A broken sewer line exacerbated
and central mountain regions. Rummel said. He said this morn- Gila River flows were expected doWnstream," said Teresa Retten- problems in the small rural com
Warmer temperatures during re- ing that a DPS helicopter might be to rise late today when releases bush, assistant manager for Pinal munity 30 miles northeast of
cent rains had kept the snow level used in the search today. from the ungated spillways at County. Nogales.
above 8,000 feet. Farther west, swift currents Coolidge Dam reached 25,000 cfs, Pinal and 'Maricopa County The San Fransisco River peaked

"Snow up north is good for us prevented divers with the Pinal the Bureau of Reclamation said. flood-eontrol workers also were at 15 feet, 7 inches at 2:30 a.m.
. :. because we don't get a lot of County Sheriffs Office from re- Flood workers were worried that watching the Santa Cruz River, today, causing flooding in Clifton
runoff into the reservoir system," trieving a woman presumed dead heavy releases from the dam which was running fast from where 400 people were evacuated
said Stanley Smith, director of the in a partially submerged truck in would combine with high flows in heavy rains in southern Arizona. to Red Cross facilities.
Maricopa County Flood Control the Gila near state Route 587. the San Pedro River, which joins The Santa Cruz and the Gila join In the community of Chui Chu,
District. Diane Eckert, 39, of Chandler the Gila at Winkelman, to cause the Salt around 100th Avenue, and on the Papago India,n Reservation,

But the snow was producing a was crossing a breached bridge more flooding in the downstream a levee that protects flood-prone several hundred people were evac
mess for travelers in the moun- Saturday night when the truck communities of Kearny, Florence Holly Acres is designed to with- uated as a result of overflows of
tains. The state Department of carrying her and two companions and the Gila River Reservation. stand flows of only 115,000 cfs. the Santa Cruz River.
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WICKENBURG

VALLEY
FLOOD
PLAINS
~ Areas not necessarily

affected by flooding
but recognized by the
county as flood plains

o Bridges and roads
across the Salt River
that were closed Friday

Evacuated areas

GILA BEND
5 Milesc:s
5 Km

Saturday, January 9, 1993

COMMUNITIES
WHERE FLOOD
EVACUATIONS
HAVE TAKEN
PLACE

•

o 100Miles

Winslow
Sedona •

Verde Lakes:

Wicke~burg

*Phoenix
• Winkelman

Gus Waikerrrhe Arizona Republic

Water rises to
the top of a bus
in the Salt River
at 91 st Avenue,
where about 18
people were
living in buses,
trailers and
campsites.
Flooding in the
area Friday also
threatened a
Phoenix
waste-water
treatment plant.

Christine Keith/The Arizona Republic



•
Evacuation
is the 5th in
15 years for
one district
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Neighborhood has its h evacuation in 15 years

How water flow is measured

Although the river has risen before,
"it's only been about half of this," she
said. "This is real. There's no getting
around this."

Although authorities evacuated
only six mobile homes, Red Cross
volunteers Friday afternoon began
setting up a shelter for evacuees at a
Westwood High School gymnasium
about five miles south of the mobile
home park.

Millien's neighbors nervously asked
Mesa police whether they would be
the next in line for evacuation.

Joseph Duprey criticized state
flood-control efforts.

"I can't believe that they don't have
more flood control," he said. "It's a
joke."

Contributing to this article were Art
Thomason, Jim Walsh and Guy Web.
ster of The Arizona Republic.

Shelton was angry.
"They could have been releasing

60,000 cubic feet all this week, then
there'd be no problem," Shelton said.

"But they try to keep as much
water as they can for the farmers."

In Mesa, police evacuated the six
mobile homes closest to the rising Salt
River at the Hawaiian Family Mobile
Home Park.

"In a way, it's very exhilarating,
but in a way, it's very scary,"
Collenne Millien said. She spent all
day packing, believing that her 12- by
50-foot trailer would be washed away.

"If you see it floating, have
someone call us," said Danny Millien,
her husband. "You've got to hang in
there, there's no other choice."

'ollenne said they have no insur
ance. They have lived in the trailer on
Country Club Drive, north of McKel
lips Road, for 10 years.

roof in places, and snakes were
crawling all over."

The replacement, a double-wide
trailer, was pivoted 90 degrees by the
flood in 1980.

"We just decided to leave it there,"
she said.

Nearby, blue-uniformed convicts
filled sandbags and stacked them
across the blacktop of 115th Avenue,
and a bulldozer piled up earth to
shore up the line of defense from the
rising waters to the height of a dike
that is new since the previous flood.

Farther west, near 211 th Avenue at
the edge of the Gila River, workers at
the Heartland Dairy loaded about 800
cows onto trucks.

"The water's getting pretty high,"
dairyman Mike Rainwater said. "We
figured we better move them rather
than taking a chance."

Nearby, on Beloat Road, Gene

house, country living and our house
payments are $67. We have flood
insurance, so when this happens, we
just get moving. We just do it."

A few miles away, Venita and Cleo
West were moving everything: televi
sions, important papers, family pic
tures. They lost their trailer home and
everything in it in 1978.

"Now I wonder every time it
rains," said Venita, who can see the
Salt River from their property on
115th Avenue south of Southern
Avenue.

Her daughter, Kathy Trimble, will
never forget the unexpected waters in
1978.

"I was 6!t2 months pregnant," she
said. "We were wading through
waist-deep water, and I could see all
the gophers and snakes floating by.
When we went back in the trailer,
there was sand and mud as high as the

WHERE TO FIND
HELP, SHELTER
~ For help and referrals,

the Flood Relief Hotline (Span
ish operators available):

In Phoenix, 263-8856.
Outside Maricopa County,

1-800-352-3792.
~ Shelters have been es

tablished by the American Red
Cross at these sites:

Westwood High School, 945
W. Eighth St., Mesa.

Littleton Elementary School,
1252 S. 105th Ave., Cashion.

The Seventh-day Adventist
Church, Wickenburg.

OK," she said.
Next door, the Farmers are loading

their couch onto a flatbed truck.
"People ask why we stay," Renee

Farmer said. "We have an acre that's
all paid for. We have a three-bedroom

"I should have known it flooded
here. But when I bought the house in
1975, I thought they fixed the river so
it wouldn't flood."

Oliver's sons helped him load
everything into a moving van so
quickly that the magnets were still on
the front of the refrigerator. Cro
cheted afghans cushioned breakables
sitting next to bags of dog food.

"I had two cows," he said. "They
just took them away."

Across the street, Judy Hill stood
in the living room of her log home,
her furniture suspended by rope from
the log beams.

"We have it down now so we can
move out in about three hours," she
sajd.

Once the waters recede, she and her
husband, Jerry, hose off the fireplace,
refinish the logs and move back in.

"As long as the ropes hold, we're

- NEIGHBORHOOD, from page A 1

By Judy Nichols
The Arizona Republic

Pete Oliver, 76, stood in the street
in front of his now-empty house,
clutching a Roi-Tan cigar box filled
with cattle receipts, vowing never to
return.

The drapes in his front window
are tied up to the ceiling with rope.
Sandbags are stacked against the
front door, a hedge against the rising
waters of the Gila and SalLriv.ers,
which converge near II 5th Avenue.

That's just east of Oliver's neigh
borhood, Holly Acres.

"This is the last time,"'nesald,
setting his jaw. "Damn right. I
should have left after the first time.
I'm sorry I ever did come back." _

Oliver and his neighbors are
well-acquainted with floods. They've
had to flee their homes five times
now, including "the big one" in
1978.

That time, there was no notice
when the rivers overflowed, and most
people, including Oliver, lost every
thing. Since then, they've packed up
and left twice in 1980 and again in
1983.

V-Hauls, pickup trucks, horse
trailers, tractors, anything that could
move or haul, lined the streets of
Holly Acres, as people loaded their
sofas, washing machines and dogs.

"I was born over here at 91 st
Avenue and Lower Buckeye," Oliver
said, pacing across his driveway.

- See NEIGHBORHOOD, page A 10
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Stick your finger into the Salt River, and in one second,
150,000 cubic feet of water will pass by. But cubic feet per
second is an indecipherable measurement for most people.

Because few of us have a cubic foot of milk in the
refrigerator, it may be helpful to think in terms of gallons.
A cubic foot of water contains 7.5 gallons. So, the flow of
the Salt translates to more than 1.12 million gallons a
second.

That flow could:
• Fill SO swimming pools a second.
• Provide the daily water needs of Phoenix in just four

minutes.
• Fill Horseshoe and Bartlett lakes in a day.
• Provide the annual water needs of all the Valley cities

in less than 3!t2 days.



igh anxiety forecast
Flooding may worsen; Roosevelt Dam construction imperiled

James Garcia I THE PHOENIX GAZE'ITE

the same thing happen again," Ruiz said.
The weekend storm also could cause

more flooding along the Gila, San Pedro
and Santa Cruz rivers in central' and
southeastern Arizona.

More evacuations in communities such
as Kearny, Kelvin and the Gila River
Reservation are expected if flows in the
Gila increase dramatically.

The Gila River communities have been
overwhelmed by local runoff as well as
uncontrolled releases from spillways at
Coolidge Dam.

Water was being
released from
Roosevelt Dam on
Friday at only
about 24,000 cubic
feet per second 
its maximum
capacity because
of construction.
Salt River Project
officials fear the 3
to 5 inches of rain
expected in the
central mountains
this weekend
could push the

, lake over a
temporary dam
protecting
construction on
one of the dam's
spillways.
Although the
project on the dam
could be heavily
damaged, the
80-year-old dam
itself is not in
danger, the
officials said.

Heavy runoff would force SRP to
release into the Salt as "much or more"
water from reservoirs as was released
during storms a week ago, SRP spokes
woman Sandy Leander said Friday night.
The water probably would arrive in the
Valley on Monday or Tuesday.

Last week's peak release of 124,000
cubic feet per second caused substantial
damage to several bridges, the Tri-City
Landfill, and businesses along the nor
mally dry riverbed. The current rate of

See _ FLOODS, Page A12

DeConcini toured the dev3sted Winkel
man Flats area Friday afternoon and
concluded the 150 families in the area
may have to be relocated.

"The reality of trying to build a levee to
protect these people is not very good,"
DeConcini said in Winkelman.

Winkelman Vice Mayor Gilberta Ruiz,
a resident of The Flats, said families in
the low-lying area unanimously agreed in
a vote Friday to band together to seek
federal relocation.

"There is no way we can rebuild and see

heavily damaged, the dam itself is not in
danger, SRP officials said.

"The weather forecasts have been
getting worse ... it is making us nervous,"
John Keane, executive water policy ana
lyst for SRP, said after flying over the
dam Friday.

The National Weather Service issued a
flash flood warning through the weekend
for the central mountains and western
deserts. Most of the state can expect
moderate to heavy rain today, meteorolo
gist Bob Survick said Friday night.

mington said damage exceeds $25 million.
William Lockwood, director of the state

Division of Emergency Management, said
the tab so far could reach $40 million.

Ten of Arizona's 15 counties have
qualified as state disaster areas.

If Bush declares a federal disaster area,
federal funds would be available for
cleanup and reparations.

Sen. Dennis DeConcini, D-Ariz., spoke
with federal emergency officials Thursday
and said he was confident federal disaster
relief would be made available.

By Brad Patten, and Pat Flannery
THE PHOENIX GAZETTE

Heavy rain forecast for this weekend
could cause a second wave of substantial
flooding along the Salt River in the Valley
by early next week.

Salt River Project hydrologists also fear
the 3 to 5 inches of rain expected in the
central mountains could push Roosevelt
Lake over a temporary dam protecting
construction on one of Roosevelt Dam's
spillways. Although the construction proj
ect on the 80-year-old dam could be

release into the Salt is 50,000 cfs.
Roosevelt is the largest of six reservoir

dams that SRP operates on the Salt and
Verde rivers northeast of Phoenix. Con
struction is under way to elevate the dam
by 77 feet to improve storage capacity and
provide flood control.

One of the spillways, channels near the
top of the dam that release large amounts
of water when the water level is high, has
been temporarily dammed to allow con
struction. On Friday, water was just five
feet from the top of the temporary, or
coffer, dam.

+ If the rainfall forecast is accurate, "we
could probably expect to top the coffer
dam," Leander said.

There also is fear that an exposed
irrigation pipe below the dam might be
damaged if the coffer dam is breached,
Keane said.

The irrigation pipe is used to release
water during the summer, when the
reservoir level is below the spillways.

To accommodate construction, Roose
velt Lake stood at only 70 percent of
capacity before the storms.

On Friday, Roosevelt Dam was releas
ing wat~r at its maximum capacity 
about 24,000 cfs - through its one
operating spillway and the irrigation pipe.

"We will really have a much better
picture (today) and Sunday as we see how
much rain actually falls," Leander said
Friday.

Meanwhile, officials stepped up relief
efforts for hundreds of flood victims
around the state.

On Friday, the Arizona Emergency
Council authorized an additional $1 mil
lion from the Governor's Emergency Fund
for flood-related emergencies. Gov. Fife
Symington pledged $100,000 from the
fund earlier this week.

Symington also wrote to President
Bush, asking him to declare Arizona a
federal disaster area. In his letter, Sy-
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Mel Calderon (left), Carlos Apodaca and Rosendo Calderon salvage scrap
metal left by the receding Salt River. They planned to carry the aluminum to

_ .' . . . Nancy Engebretson / THE PHOENIX GAZETTE·
a recycling plant near the 35th Avenue bridge on Monday~ They cut the
metal from the cargo box of a truck buried in the river bottom.

Emergency planners cast wary eyes to the skies
'.' . :

By Victor Dricks ,,
THE PHOENIX GAZETTE'

With a storm front moving in from
Hawaii, Maricopa County and state emer
gency planners know their battle to
impose order on the chaos caused by
nature is far from fmished.

"We're in pretty good shape right now,"
Robert Bishop, director of Maricopa

~ Rising Gila worries town, A2

County's Department of Emergency Man
agement, said Monday. "But we're holding
our breath and keeping fmgers crossed."

TWo to 3 inches of rain' fell on parts of
the Valley on Sunday.

A storm off San Diego early today was
expected to bring cloudy skies to Arizona

this afternoon and rain tonight, the
National Weather,Service said.

Luckily, the snow level will be rela
tively)ow - between 6,000 and 6,500 feet.

"This means most of the precipitation
will be frozen and will not melt the

. existing snowpack, compounding our run
off problem," said Hector Vasquez, a
weather forecaster.

Forecasters sald tonight's storm ~ill ..
bring 1 to 1% inches of rain to the Valley
and the watershed of the Salt and Verde
rivers: That's good news for ''emergency
planners, whose worst-nightmare scenario
was 4 or more inches of rain tonight or
Wednesday. ~ '.

Within their steel and' concrete bunker
See .WATERI Page A10
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Peter Schwepker / THE PHOENIX GAZETTE

nestled under a butte on the Papago
Military Reservation, emergency planners
are keeping their electronic eyes and ears
open, and say they are ready to deal with
the new storm.

"We're confident of our ability to
handle whatever this new storm brings,"
Sandy Leander, a spokesman for the Salt
River Project, said today. "Our confidence
is based on the fact that we just handled a
storm five times bigger than the one that
may roll in tonight."

No damage estimate was available
+Monday for the 1993 storms, which have

dumped up to 9 inches on the Salt and
Verde rivers' 13,OOO-square-mile water
shed.

"It may be days, weeks before we know
the real extent of the damage," Bishop
said. "A lot of it won't be seen until the
waters recede."

Wall charts and maps in the emergency
operations center display the status of all
bridges, roads and dams within the
county. Their status may change as a
half-dozen workers scurry about with data
gleaned from the National Weather Serv
ice, the Maricopa County Sheriffs Office,
other area law enforcement agencies and
the Arizona Division of Emergency Man
agement.

From their command post, county
officials are directing all emergency relief
operations in unincorporated parts of the
county. Towns and cities are responsible
for their own operations but are coordinat
ing with county and state officials, Bishop
said.

"One of the reasons we're in such good
shape is. because of all the new dams,
bridges, canals and diversion channels
built during the past decade," he said.
"But we've also improved our interagency
communications, largely as a result of
drilling twice a year for disasters at the

Palo Verde nuclear plant.
"We're watching Coolidge Dam very

carefully because it's very close to full,"
Bishop said of the 935,000 acre-foot-capac
ity reservoir in Gila County just south of
the Globe-Miami area.

An acre-foot of water is the amount that
would cover an acre to a depth of 1 foot, or
325,851 gallons.

All six reservoirs on the Salt and Verde
•

"We're in pretty
good shape right
now. But we're
holding our
breath and
keeping fingers
crossed."

Robert Bishop
Director, Maricopa County

Department of Emergency Management

Emergency services
planners John Stewart
and Mary Riddle have
been busy at the
Maricopa County
Emergency Services
Center. From there,
county officials direct
emergency relief
operations in
unincorporated parts
of the county. Cities
are responsible for
their own operations.

river system are full because of the heavy
rains, Bishop said. So far this year,
500,000 acre-feet of water have flow~d

over Granite Reef Dam - the equivalent
of half a year's water supply for Phoenix.

"I don't think we'll be worrying about
drought this summer," Bishop said.

Eight counties - Coconino, Pima, Gila,
Maricopa, Graham, Apache, Greenlee and
Yavapai - remained under declared flood
emergencies today.
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Peter Schwepker / THE PHOENIX GAZETTE
The fear of flooding has eased but not disappeared for Lani
Anderson, who lives in Maricopa, south of the Valley. Her
husband, Andy, and son, Jeremy, spent most of Tuesday
stacking sandbags to protect their newly built liVing room.
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• FLOODING ------
but locations have not been an- tion, said agency experts would in sight. I • \.'lW - -- • - .- • I._a. 1\ ,

nounced. ! decide today whether the Inter- He said the floods of 1983 taught
"For now, the big threats seem N state 10 bridge over the Gila would them how to handle high water.

to be over," said Stanley Smith, have to be closed "possibly for a "Our people are very resilient"
director of the. M~ricopa County day" Satu~day or Sun~ay. Ortiz said. "They accept it." ,
Flood Control DIstnct. The bndge can WIthstand the Ortiz said there was elation at a

The Valley, enjoying its sec.ond flow, he said, but flood waters town meeting when the federal
day of sunshme, saw the Salt RIver could wash away the approaches to disaster declaration was an-
recede to non-threatening propor- the bridge. nounced.
tions today. ~ Pinal County Sheriffs Office "They received it with open

It will probably stay that way . ~ deputies Tuesday recovered the arms" he said "When the news
through the end of the week. Mancopa • ~ body ?f a :"loman from a pickup in came' out you 'could hear people
Addin u dama e ~. the GIla R;I:,er at ~tate.R?ute587. clapping, just glad to hear that."

+ g. p g ,~ Aut?O~ItIes belIeve It IS the bo~y Ortiz hopes the combination of
M~anwhlle, the sta~e has begun of Chnstme Eckart, 39.' who was m federal and state aid can get his

tallYlI~g .uP t?e storms toll: at least the truck Sa~urday ~lth two men town back on its feet. He said the
$56 m~lI~n m damage, one dead, ~hen they tned to dnve across the upheaval caused by the flooding is
two mls~mg and hundreds forced nver.. difficult to deal with.
from th~Ir homes. . Chuichu '., The ~en, .Alex Carillo and "Like I tell the people, maybe I

DespIte the clear skies, one last .. -l James SkIpperJosh, were rescued. look all right outside but m ts
punch may be on the way for Anzona City ••• • ." . y gu

'd t th 't' f Officer stll. missing are really churnmg, he saId.reSl en s near e commum les 0 Th h . th t t '
Stanfield and Maricopa south of THE PHOENIX GAZETrE Officials on Tuesday had not the ~ atnge In d e

t
s ah.e hS

the Valley. found the body of Sgt. Kevin wea er lor unes are ue 0 a Ig
The swollen Santa Cruz River is "We think we're going to be Lewis, a Gila River Indian Reser- pressure system that replaced a

rolling north having forced the OK" S 'th 'd "B t ill b vation police officer missing since strong 1?:"I pressure system oyer
t · f' b t 150 f h '. ~l sal. u we w e S d h'l h k' d the PaCIfIC Northwest accordingevacua IOn 0 a ou rom t e momtormg all those flows between un ay w 1 e c ec mg roa s t C . Ell' N f 'I W th

community of Chuichu south of now and Friday." crossing the Gila River. a ~alg IS, a ~ lOna ea er
Casa Grande. The Santa Cruz, The levee will be helped by In Gila County, authorities re- ServIce meteor?logIst.
which runs north from Tucson to reduced flows in the Salt River sumed their search today for The state WIll. have warrp days
the Gila River, reportedly was a which shrunk Tuesday to 40,000 Wesley Hall, 29, of Glendale, who and cool, clear mghts for the next
mile wide in some sections. cfs. disappeared Monday while kayak- several da~s. .

Stanfield and Maricopa resi- Salt River Project spokesman ing on Tonto Creek about 16 miles Tuesday s blue skies brought ~o
dents were waiting today to see if Jeff Lane said the Salt River above Roosevelt Lake. Sgt. John an end a record 14:day run of ram
the river would force them from through the Valley probably will Holmes of the Gila County Sher- at Sky H~rbor AIrport. ~he old
their homes. run at 40,000 cfs or less for a few iffs Office estimated the creek was record of nme days was set m 1897.

Smith estimated 30,000 cubic days. flowing at about 25,000 cfs when Other weather records:
feet per second flowing in the On the Gila River releases from Hall's craft tipped over. This month is the wettest winter
Santa Cruz River will reach the Coolidge Dam hit ne~rly 23,000 cfs Meanwhile, Winkelman was month in Phoenix - 5.22 inches.
Gila River sometime Friday. about 8 p.m. Tuesday. prepared for another surge in the The old mark of 4.82 was set in

Flood-control workers fear wa- Ray Pettrigrew, a U.S. Bureau Gila River. March 1941. The wettest month in
ter in the Santa Cruz, when of Reclamation inspector, said About 300 residents of a low-Iy- Phoenix weather history was July
combined with the flows in the flows up to 35,000 cfs over the ing area of town known as The 1911- 6.47 inches.
Gila and Salt rivers, could imperil ungated dam were possible. Flats have been out of their homes . .
the 115,000 cfs levee that protects Dan Galvin, a spokesman for the for more than a week. Mayor Includes mformatlOn from
Holly Acres in Maricopa County. state Department of Transporta- Arnold Ortiz said there is no relief reporter Glen Crena.

The danger of Valley flooding is over,
but swollen rivers are keeping hundreds
of Arizonans from their homes.

Late Tuesday, President Bush declared
Arizona a disaster area, making flood

By Russ Hemphill
and Clay Thompson
THE PHOENIX GAZETrE

~ Mesa keeps using landfill, 81
~ Lake Pleasant doubles, 82

Arizona to get
financial help, '
break from rain
Flood victims are eligible
to receive federal funds

victims eligible for federal financial aid.
Under the declaration, the Federal Emer-e gency Management Agency will identify
which counties are eligible for funds.

The aid will include low-interest loans
and grants. Disaster field offices will open,

See _ FLOODING, Page A12
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Russell Gates / THE PHOENIX GAZETIE
Floodwaters caused extensive damage to this dairy farm along Beloat Road, just east of Buck
eye. January's rain and subsequent flooding spelled disaster for many farmers and ranchers.

• FARMERS Fro:....--m~C1

•

the pilo said his father lost the
use - et least for this season - of
big pieces of his 750-acre farm
along the river.

"It's like a factory," Kelly said.
"They're shut down for the whole
year. You've wiped out the plant."

In addition to the damage to the
land, the floods wreaked havoc
with irrigation systems. Pumping
capacity was knocked out in many
places, and irrigation ditches were
left choked with mud and debris.

The small Arlington irrigation
system serves just 15 farms, Gable
said, but if half those customers
cannot buy water this year 
because they have no crops to
water - the others will have to
pay sharply higher prices for their
water.

Kelly said the economic impact
goes beyond the farms. If farmers
aren't farming, they aren't spend
ing money with crop-dusters, farm
equipment dealers, seed companies

-- or anyone else that relies on a
farm-based economy.

How bad is the damage?
Kelly won't know for a while.

Assessment of flood damage to
Arizona agriculture is in the
works. The 1980 floods did about
$500 million in farm damage, he
said.

In the meantime; there is little
Kelly can do to provide direct
relief to the state's farms and
ranches. His best bet, he said, is to
work with the state's congressional
delegation to encourage federal
agencies to speed what aid they
can give.

But federal help is a confusing
mix of agencies, different rules and
varying criteria.

Neal Hoffman, who leases his
50-acre dairy near Liberty to
another dairyman, said he asked
the federal Agricultural Stabiliza
tion and Conservation Service, the
Farmers Home Administration
and the Small Business Adminis
tration for help. He struck out
with all three.

The long-range answer, Hoff
man told Kelly, is channelization
or other flood control measures
along the Gila. However, environ
mental, pollution and wildlife con-

cerns make that a long shot.
Jonathan Wilson, the Farmers

\Home Administration supervisor
for western Maricopa County, said
his office has received several
inquiries from farmers in recent
weeks, but is not sure how many
he can help.

Since the agency lost millions of
dollars on bad farm loans in the
late 1970s, qualifying criteria have
been tightened.

Wilson estimated only 25 per
cent of the farmers who seek help
from his agency will receive it.

John Kains, a program special
ist for the Agricultural Soil and
Conservation Service, said his
agency's rules deny help to anyone
who has been flooded three times
in the past 15 years. That rules out
many of the farmers along the
Gila, who were hit by floods in the
late 1970s and early 1980s.

That leaves folks like Hoffman
wondering what will become of
them and their neighbors.

"What do you do? What do you
say? You get tired oftrying to be a
survivor," he said.
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Keith Kelly (top, right)
director of the Arizona
Department of AgriCUlture,
provides a sounding board
for farmer Bud Calhoun.
Later, Kelly took an aerial
tour, viewing flood
damage to the dairy farm
of Jerry and Kathy Kerr
(above) and the burst
Gillespie Dam on the Gila
River.

THE PHOENIX GAZETTE

Floods devastate farms, ranchlands
THE PHOENIX GAZETTE

By Clay Thompson
THE PHOENIX GAZETTE

F or most Valley residents, January's floods were
a novelty at best, an annoyance at worst. The
water came, the water went.

But for scores of Arizona farmers and ranchers, the
floods were a full-blown disaster, and in the water's
wake are acres of ruined fields and miles of silt-filled
irrigation ditches.

"There is agricultural impact out here that goes on
long after the rest of us in Phoenix go back to the golf
course," said Keith Kelly, director of the Arizona
Department of Agriculture.

Kelly spent several hours last week touring by
plane and pickup flood-ravaged farms and dairies
along the Gila River near Buckeye.

"You just don't see this in Phoenix. You think
everything is fine," he said as the single-engine plane
piloted by Gary Gable cruised above the Gila.

Below, vast blankets of mud blotted out whole
fields. The boundaries of the floodwaters were
perfectly clear from the air. Everything is gray and
brown where the water had been. Where the river
stopped, bright green fields of barley and alfalfa follow
the water line.

Gable, a commercial pilot, farmer and member of
the board of the Arlington Canal Co., shouted over the
engine and pointed to a swirling curve in the Gila.

"See that? That was a field. It's river now."
All along the Gila between Buckeye and the swollen

Painted Rock Reservoir, the floodwaters cut huge
chunks from productive fields. Sixty, 80, 100 acres at a
time - the river simply bit off chunks of farmland
and washed them away.

Where the fields in the flood plain were spared,
they were buried in silt.

"It will probably be one year, maybe two, before
some of the fields can be farmed again, but it will
probably be four or five years before they get the salt
or other stuff out and it's productive again," Gable
said. '

His own small spread escaped most of the flood, but
See _ FARMERS, Page C6

+
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" Russell Gates / THE PHOENIX GAZETTE
::Floodwaters caused extensive damage to this dairy farm along Beloat Road, just east of Buck
; eye. January's rain and subsequent flooding spelled disaster for many farmers and ranchers.

cerns make that a long shot.
Jonathan Wilson, the Farmers

\Home Administration supervisor
for western Maricopa County, said
his office has received several
inquiries from farmers in recent
weeks, but is not sure how many
he can help.
. Since the agency lost millions of

dollars on bad farm loans in the
late 1970s, qualifying criteria have
been tightened. . .

Wilson estimated only 25 per
cent of the farmers who seek help
from his agency will receive it.

John Kains, a program special
ist fOf the Agricultural Soil and
Conservation Service, said his
agency's rules deny help to anyone
who has been flooded three times
in the past 15 years. That rules out
many of the farmers along the
Gila, who were hit by floods in the
late 1970s and early 1980s.

That leaves folks like Hoffman
wondering what will become of
them and their neighbors.

"What do you do? What do you
say? You get tired oftrying to be a
suryivor," he said.

Assessment of flood damage to
Arizona agriculture is in the
works. The 1980 floods did about
$500 million in farm damage, he
said. ,

In the meantime; there is little
Kelly can· do to provide direct
relief to the state's farms and
ranches. His best bet, he said, is to
work with the state's congressional
delegation to encourage federal
agencies to speed what aid they
can give.

But federal help is a confusing
mix of agencies, different rules and
varying criteria.

Neal Hoffman, who leases his
50-acre dairy near .Liberty to
another dairyman, said he asked
the federal Agricultural Stabiliza
tion and Conservation Service, the
Farmers Home Administration
and the Small Business Adminis
tration for help. He struck out
with all three.

The long-range answer, Hoff
man told Kelly, is channelization
or other flood control measures
along the Gila. However, environ
mental, pollution and wildlife con-

i. FARMERS· F_ro_m_C1
· the pilot said his f~ther ,lost the
· use - et least for this season - of
big pieces of his 750-acre farm
along the river.

,"It's like a factory," Kelly said.
"They're shut down for the whole
year. You've wiped out the plant."

In addition to the damage to the
land, the floods wreaked havoc

·with irrigation systems. Pumping
capacity was knocked out in many
plac~s, and irrigation ditches were
left choked with mud and debris.

The small Arlington irrigation
system serves just 15 farms, Gable
said, but if half those customers
cannot buy water this year 
because they have no crops to
water - the others will have to
pay sharply higher prices for their
water.

.Kelly said the economic impact
goes beyond the farms. If farmers
aren't farming, they aren't spend
ing money with crop-dusters, farm
equipment dealers, seed companies

~ or anyone else that relies on a
farm-based economy.

How bad is the damage?
Kelly won't know for a while.
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THE PHOENIX GAZETTE
Floods devastdte fa~ms, ranchlands.

By Clay Thompson
THE PHOENIX GAZETTE

F or most Valley residents, January's floods were
, a, novelty at best, an annoyance at worst. The

. water came, the water went. .
But for scores of Arizona farmers and ranchers, the

floods were a full-blown disaster, and in the water's
wake are acres of ruined fields and miles of silt-filled
irrigation ditches.

"There is agricultural impact out here that goes on
long after the rest of us in Phoenix go back to the golf
course;" said Keith Kelly, director of the Arizona
Department of Agriculture.

Kelly spent several hours last 'week touring by
plane and pickup flood-ravaged. farms and dairies
along the Gila River near Buckeye.

"You just don't see this in Phoenix. You think
everything is fine," he said as the single-engine plane
piloted by Gary Gable cruised above the Gila.

Below, vast blankets of mud' blotted out whole
fields. The boundaries' of the floodwaters were
perfectly 'clear from the air. Everything is gray and
brown where the water had been. Where the river
stopped, bright green fields of barley and alfalfa follow
the water line.

Gable, a commercial pilot, farmer and member of .
the board of the Arlington Canal Co., shouted over the
engine ana 'pointed to a swirling curve in the Gila.

"See th'at? That was a field. It's river now."
All along the Gila between Buckeye and the swollen

Painted l}ock Reservoir, the floodwaters cut huge'
chunks frQIn productive fields. Sixty, 80, 100 acres at a
time';' the river simply bit off chunks of farmland ."
and washed them away.

Where the fields in the flood plain were spared,
they were buried in silt.

"It will probably be one year, maybe two, before
some of the fields can be farmed again, but it will
probably be four or five years before they get the salt·
or other stuff out and it's productive again," GajJle
said.

His own small spread escaped most of the flood, but
See _ FARMERS, Page C6 THE PHOENIX GAZETTE

Russell Gates I THE PHOENIX GAZETTE

Keith Kelly (top, right)
director of the Arizona
Department of AgriCUlture,
provides a sounding board
for farmer Bud Calhoun.
Later, Kelly took an aerial

~ . tour, viewing flood
damage to the dairy farm
of Jerry and Kathy Kerr
(above) and the burst
Gillespie Dam on.the Gila
River.
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caught up with them. Out of fright, they
turned to stone.
- Even today, they remain on Superstition
Mountain as clusters of stone figures. The
only survivors, Elder Brother and Earth
Medicineman - sometimes with the help of
Coyote -later re-created the Pima from the
mud left behind by the Great Flood.

They emerged as they remain today 
Akimel O'odham, the River People.

The January floods hardly compare with
the legendary deluge that annihilated the
tribe. Still, for American Indians, earth,
wind, fire and water are the central elements
of life.

And for them, a natural disaster is far
from a random event. It's a message that
they have done something to rupture their
fragile relationship with Mother Earth.

For some tribal members, the January
floods mean the time has come to re-examine
man's relationship with the forces of nature.

White doesn't have easy answers for how
today's society could re-establish a balance
with Mother Earth. It's unrealistic, he knows,
to think of eliminating the modern world's
dams, bridges and skyscrapers.

Life in the Valley, he said, has become too
complicated to simplify.

But Joseph Enos of Gila River Arts and
Crafts believes harmony can be restored by
honoring the rivers in special ceremonies.
Enos, 49, a member ofthe Tohono O'odham,
has been advocating traditional tribal beliefs
for more than a decade.

"The floods have been telling us
something," Enos said. I

Catastrophic natural events usually mean
Mother Earth is urging unity, Enos said.

"In my mind, I see our ancestors huddled
by the river and looking very alone, very
solitary and abandoned. They are trying to
remind us that we need to honor the rivers
because they were life sources for our
ancestors.

"We've forgotten to honor the rivers and
our ancestors."

Later this month, Enos and 15 members of
the Salt River Pima-Maricopa plan to follow
their beliefs by making an offering to the Salt
River.

White agrees with Enos. White believes
Mother Earth unleashed torrential rains last
month as a way of alerting tribal members
that they've forgotten the river songs and
prayers.

"We're lost," White said.
"It's like an Indian walking along this

road, and he fmds a bright spot on the left
side ofthe road. He goes over to lookat it.
There is another bright spot ahead. He
follows that spot. By the time he turns
around, he's lost his way," White said.

"Progress is OK, but we need to renew the
bond between us and Mother Earth. What
happened to our girls' puberty ceremonies,
the sacred songs? Our lives depend on money.
Maybe we need to divorce ourselves from the
almighty buck."

White blames the dams for the loss of
Kevin Lewis.

"We don't try to get in the way of Mother
Nature," White said. "We have little dams to
direct water in this direction and that war.
But it's the giant dams and bridges that are
the real killers."

January floods
.speak of

an imbalance
between

man and
Mother Earth

Randy Reid I THE PHOENIX GAZETTE

are related to the Tohono O'odham, who call
themselves the Desert People, and to the
Pima Maricopa tribe.

The Gila River Indian Community has
about 20,000 people and stretches along the
Gila River beginning near Florence and
Sacaton.

Once, the Akimel O'odham were alone in
the valley. When he thinks of those days,
White glances at Superstition Mountain and
is reminded of the Pima people who turned to
stone fleeing the Great Flood.

To White, an instructor at the St. Peters
Indian Mission in Bapchule, any examination
of nature's conduct must begin with the
Great Flood. Long before the huge irrigation
dams, before skyscrapers appeared on
Central, before houses started creeping up
Squaw Peak, Mother Nature sent rain
because the Pimas had become unruly and
disrespectful.

The people climbed Superstition Mountain
as the water rose behind them, but the water

The Akimel O'odham tell the story of a Great Flood

chasing their ancestors up Superstition Mountain,

where they were turned to stone.

By Betty Reid
THE PHOENIX GAZETTE

For many Valley residents, last month's
floods meant disrupted schedules, property
damage and anxiety about insurance
coverage.

But for people like Emmett White, the
destructive waters evoked profound questions
of honor and duty, of wrathful gods, of
powerful stories as old as the desert rocks.

For them, the January floods harkened
back to the Great Flood, when fleeing people
turned to stone on Superstition Mountain.
When Elder Brother, Earth Medicineman
and Coyote created the Akimel 0'odham
people in what the white man later labeled
the Valley of the Sun.

More, the floods warned that nature's
grand balance has again been upset.

White, of the Gila River Indian
Community, thinks the message is that one
can't control the elements oflife by building
dams.

"For me, I don't understand why they have
to dam up the Gila," White said. "Damming
up a river is a sign of ownership.

"Water should run freely. Nature has a
way of turning on us by saying, 'I dop't
belong to anybody.' "

The January floods took a heavy toll. Six
people died. About 1,050 people applied for
help from the state's disaster field offices,
state officials said. Half of the applicants
reported damaged homes.

The Gila community did not escape the
waters' wrath. The tribe evacuated people as
water released from Coolidge Dam flooded
the banks of the Gila River near the
reservation communities of Santa Cruz and
San Tan.

One tribal member, Sgt. Kevin Lewis; a
Bureau of Indian Affairs police officer, was
missing for three weeks until his body was
discovered Thursday on a sand bar in the
river.

The Gila - who still call themselves the
Akimel O'odham, or River People - are
descendants of the ancient Hohokams. They



• RE"BLIC
JO F/93

/

•

/

Paul F. Gero/The Arizona Republic
Part of a car protrudes from floodwaters, which apparently snatched it from a
salvage yard at 67th Avenue near Northern Avenue.
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Avenue and at Gilbert Road. Old U.S.
80 also has been closed because of
bridge damage near Gillespie Dam,
and the bridge carrying Arizona 85
over the Gila River has washed out.

Police on Saturday chased hun
dreds of camera-toting sightseers and
their dogs away from the banks of the
raging Salt River in Tempe.

The damage to the new bridge
there - and how it will be paid for 
won't be known until floodwaters
have receded and the Army Corps of
Engineers can assess it, said John
Paulsen of tqe Arizona Division of
Emergency Management.

The old Mill Avenue Bridge, which
currently carries traffic, remained
open.

"There are a lot of unknowns right
now," Paulsen said. "Perhaps we'll
have to tear down what we have and
start over."

Despite its dramatic fury, Arizona's
worst flooding in a decade did not
leave nearly the toll anticipated by
emergency agencies.

No deaths were reported other than
those of livestock and pets. Despite
reports by emergency officials of an
estimated 700 people fleeing their
homes, Red Cross officials said
Saturday that no evacuees sought help
from the agency in the Valley.

Nearly 300 people in a farming area
north of Winslow were evacuated

I after rushing waters in the Little
Colorado River broke through a
150-foot section of dike, Winslow
police said. Eighteen Navajo families
also were evacuated in the Birdsprings
Chapter of the reservation in north
eastern Arizona. Evacuees were sent
to shelters in four local churches.

In Maricopa County, 200 residents
evacuated from a Mesa mobile-home
park and from the far southwestern
Valley were told Saturday that they
could return home. Meanwhile, the
Red Cross' central Arizona chapter
closed two emergency shelters it had
opened Friday.

"Nobody showed up," said a
perplexed Claudia Schnagl, a Red
Cross spokeswoman. "We don't know
what to make of it."

It was not known how many of the
evacuees might have returned to their
homes, said Karen Paulsen, a spokes
woman for the Division of Emergency
Management.

An official with that agency said

,Maricopa, Pima, Apache, Coconino,
Gila, Graham and Yavapai counties,
and the city of Winslow took initial
steps to procure state aid.

That provided little comfort to
residents living in or near flood plains,
for whom forecasts of more rain today
meant the probability of new flooding
as storms moved into the state from
the west.

Ellis said the storms will hit most
areas of Arizona and are expected to
last into tonight, adding to an already
saturated Valley and forcing water
releases from reservoirs upriver in the
statewide system used for flood
control and crop irrigation.

Rain clouds are expected to clear
out Monday, but another storm is
expected late Tuesday and Wednes
day, Ellis said.

The new storm is expected to dump
as much as 6 more inches of rain in
the mountains of southern California,
about an inch in the Valley, and 2 or 3
inches in Arizona's mountains.

"We're predicting the worst will be
on Sunday, and we probably won't be
increasing any water releases from
dams until then," said Teri Morris, a
spokeswoman for Salt River Project,
the quasi-public utility that regulates
water flows in the Valley by control
ling releases from upstream dams.

The rain has put a dent in the
Valley's multimillion-dollar golf in
dustry. Some courses have been closed
for several days because of flooding.

Other businesses benefitted when
the rains came, such as Southwest
Helicopters Inc. of Tucson, a com
mercial firm charging $50 a head for
rides to and from the northeastern
part of the city, which has been
isolated by raging waters in a wash
since late Thursday.

SRP hydrologists Saturday tight
ened the huge faucets at the Granite
Reef Diversion Dam east of the
Valley, reducing water releases to
100,000 cubic feet per second. SRP
planned to cut releases even further,
to 50,000 cfs, by early today. At the
height of Friday's flooding, 125,000
cfs gushed from the dam.

The new storms, like those trigger
ing Friday's flood, are expected to
melt snow in the mountains, sending
more water downstream into swollen
reservoirs and into the Valley.

The source of most Valley flooding
is the 13,000-square-mile watershed of
the Salt and Verde rivers. There are
six dams - two on the Verde and
four on the Salt - for water storage
and flood control.

"The system is designed so water
from the watershed flows into the two
rivers and lakes (reservoirs) and then

can be controlled through these series
of dams," Morris said.

The two rivers come together just
east of the Granite Reef Diversion
Dam, which usually channels water
into irrigation canals. Normally, the
water is diverted to two main canals
that run through the Valley.

"But now the problem is that we
have more water coming into the
system than we can use," Morris said.
"The reservoirs are full, and you have
to send it somewhere."

At Roosevelt Dam, which is
undergoing renovations to raise its
height by 78 feet, the. only remaining
spillway gate - the right spillway 
and the dam's interior tunnel both
were wide open Saturday to allow as
much water as possible out of
Roosevelt Lake, an SRP spokesman
said.

The dam's left spillway has been

George Blanton
tours his flooded
property
Saturday at
107th Avenue
near the Salt
River. The
beekeeper lost
120 hives in
Friday's flooding,
but the water did
not rise high
enough to seep
into his mobile
home.

Red Cross shuts
shelters - no
one showed up

The Red Cross closed its flood
shelters Saturday because of a
"lack of activity," spokeswoman
Claudia Schnagl said.

However, the agency's regular
24-hour emergency line,
264-9481, remains in operation.
A special hotline set up for flood
victims was shut down because
"we have not had any calls,"
Schnagl said.

Volunteers are standing by in
case evacuations are needed in
the event of new storms expected
today and early this week.

"It's evident that (flooded
out) people are staying with
loved ones," Schnagl said. "This
is the lull before the storm."

sealed off because of the work, which
eventually will raise the height of the
dam to 358 feet from 280 by 1995.

Saturday, however, the lake was 13
feet below the top of the dam, SRP
spokesman Scott Harelson said, with
only 44,306 acre-feet of storage left.
The dam had 248,681 acre-feet of
storage before Friday's runoff, Harel
son said.

An acre-foot is 326,000 gallons, or
enough water to serve a residential
family of four for one year.

Contributing to this article were Bob
Golfen, Jerry Kammer, Eric Miller, Mark
Shaffer and Steve Yozwiak of The
Arizona Republic.
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Floodwaters up to 5 feet deep covered Winkelman Flats before subsiding into the Gila River on Tuesday. But residents had little time to salvage personal possessions
before another flood hit the area Wednesday.

FROM
THE TOR·

Act swiftly to reduce,
replace flood losses
Stories by Betty Beard
The Anzona Republic

f your home has been flooded, the ftrst shock comes from
seeing it surrounded by water.

But when the water recedes and you see the inside of
your house, it's like staring at a corpse.

Mud probably has spread throughout like a big parasite,
burying the floor, turning books to soggy garbage, gluing
photographs to their frames, seeping around the refrigerator
motor, swelling your wood furniture and leaving stains and a
stink throughout your belongings and your mind.

You'll want to curse and cry. You won't know what to do or
where to start.

Fortunately, many things can be salvaged and all evidence
of the flooding can be erased. Appliances, vehicles, some wood
furniture and even .some photographs may be saved, while

- See ACT, page £3

Sean Openshaw/The Arizona Republic

Cecilia Perez (right) and Becky Garcia help Arthur Monterde move belongings
to his daughter's house after his Winkelman Flats home was flooded.

OVER
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books, mattresses, flooring, and badly
stained and mildewed clothing proba
bly will have to be pitched.

Flood experts say the two most
important things to do right away are
to watch out for your personal safety
as you re-enter the house, and to
begin documenting your losses for
insurance reimbursement or, if you
don't have flood insurance, in the
event that you may later be eligible for
federal or state grants or loans.

Then you'll want to begin pulling
things out of the water and mud so
that they dry properly. The quicker
you do this and let your house dry,
the less damage, bacteria and mildew
growth there will be.

If your house has been flooded,
here are specific tips:

Personal safety
.Before you re-enter your house,

make sure it is not in danger of
collapsing, advises the National Flood
Insurance Program. Turn off outside
gas lines at the meter or tank and let
the house air for several minutes to let
any gases or foul odors escape. Don't
use open flames for light. Use a
battery-operated flashlight.

Turn off the main power switch
before walking around your house.
That pond in your living room could
be hiding some electrical shorts or live
wires that could give you a fatal jolt.
And after the house has dried, don't
turn on any lights or appliances until
an electrician has checked the system.

Throw out fresh foods and opened
medicines contaminated by flood
water. Disinfect all cups, utensils,
plates, etc., with bleach before using
them.

Boil any water for 10 minutes
before you use it for drinking or food
preparation, even after the public
water has been declared safe, because
some of the water in the pipes may
have been contaminated. Another
disinfection method is to mix half a
teaspoon of liquid bleach with 2~

gallons of water and let it stand for
five minutes.

Insurance
Start documenting everything,

whether or not you have flood
insurance. Keep lists of everything
that is damaged, even if it is has to be
thrown away. The best way to

document your losses is by taking lots
of pictures, before and after the water
has receded.

Unless you specifically remember
buying a separate insurance policy for
flood coverage, you probably don't
have it. Regular homeowner's insur
ance does not cover flood losses,
although most people believe it does,
says Diana Herrera, Western regional
manager for the National Flood
Insurance Program in Sacramento.

If you don't have insurance, you
might be able to get low-interest loans
to repair your house from the Small
Business Administration. And if Ari
zona is declared a national disaster
area, other grants and loans may
become available. Federal and state
agencies would then set up centers
where you can get details.

House structure
Your flooded house is probably

going to remain standing, although
everything except the outside walls
and roof may have to be gutted and
rebuilt if your house has been
submerged.

The most important thing about
rebuilding is to make sure all the
concrete, blocks and wood in the
house foundation and walls are dry
before rebuilding over them. Other
wise, mildew may develop and lead to
rotting. Some water-damage special
ists have special meters that can
measure the moisture in wood and
cement.

The foundation is not likely to be
damaged, unless it sits on weak or
expansive soils, says Dave Swartz,
operations manager and inspector for
Semmens and Associates, a Phoenix
civil and structural engineering firm.

Look out for any cracks more than
one-sixteenth of an inch that develop
in the foundation (outside base of the
house) or concrete-block walls. To see
whether the foundation has cracks,
look at the outside base of your house.
If you see a crack thicker than
one-sixteenth of an inch that you
believe is new, you may want to call a
licensed structural engineer. Get esti
mates from several.

Otherwise, the flooring and all
interior doors and cabinets probably
will have to be replaced. And some of
the drywall on interior walls may have
to be redone lifter the insides of the
walls are dry.

Flooring
Flooring, including carpeting and

vinyl tiles, will have to be taken up so
the floor underneath can dry thor
oughly, said Don LaBarge, owner of
Desert Chern-Dry, a Mesa carpet
cleaning company, and Western Floor
Maintenance & Janitorial Services, a
Mesa company that specializes in
fixing water damage. Otherwise, your
house will start smelling like a lagoon.

Vinyl flooring will warp and come
loose anyway. There are varying
opinions about whether carpeting and
padding can be salvaged. Wet carpet
ing may rip when it's pulled up. And
sometimes wet furniture and other
items stain the carpeting beyond
repair or the fibers begin to come
apart.

Furniture
Your solid-wood antique furniture

has the best chance of surviving a
flood because the wood can absorb
water and retain its shape, says Norm
Barth, owner of Custom Wood
Finishing in Scottsdale. Furniture
made of plywood also might survive.
But pieces made of particleboard
probably will be warped beyond
repair.

Take all wooden furniture outdoors
but keep it out of direct sunlight to
prevent warping, advises the National
Flood Insurance Program. Remove
drawers, but don't pry them open
from the front. Remove the backing
and push the drawers out from the
back.

Mattresses that are soaked or even
partially wet probably are not worth

saving, unless it's a real hot day and
there's a good chance you can dry
them thoroughly, said Gloria Molina,
manager of Mesa Mattress, a com
pany that renovates mattresses. Other
wise, mildew can develop inside and
the springs can begin to rust.

Sofas have a better chance of
surviving if they are covered with a
man-made fabric like Herculon, says
Ed Smith, owner of Servicemaster by
Ed Smith, a Mesa company that
cleans carpets and the results of
flooding, fire and other disasters.
Natural fibers such as cotton and silk
may be stained too badly by the mud,
he said. Take your sofas out as soon
as possible so they can begin to dry.

Vehicles
A submerged car obviously is going

to need repairs, but it's probably not a
total loss. You're in luck if you have
comprehensive auto insurance because
flood damage probably is covered,
according to State Farm Insurance
representatives.

The damage is likely to be worse
the longer the vehicle is submerged.
Water probably will end up in the
engine, and some parts such as
bearings may have to be replaced,
according to a spokesman at Lou
Grubb Chevrolet in Phoenix.

It is important to have the inside of
the vehicle dried out, or it could begin
to rust and mildew could develop in
the upholstery, said Wayne Mosbar
ger, owner of Ultimate Detail, a
downtown Phoenix automotive detail
ing shop. A detailer can remove the
upholstery and carpeting and vacuum
out the water from the floor, dry it

and shampoo it.

Swimming pools
If the motor of your swimming

pool has been submerged, don't turn it
on, or it might fry. Let it dry·
thoroughly. Motors generally are
designed to be waterproof and should
be OK once they dry, says Dale
Howard, owner of B & L Pool Repair
& Supply Inc. in Phoenix. If the
motor has been submerged in mud,
have a technician look at it.

Even if you're not in a flood-prone
area, it's a good idea to cover your
swimming-pool motor to protect it
from torrential rains, he says. It needs
air, so don't wrap it in plastic. Buy a
motor cover or just cover it with
plywood to direct the rain away.

If your pool is full of mud, keep it
stirred up so the mud doesn't stain the
plaster. Keep brushing it to keep the
mud loose. If it is super muddy, drain
the pool or shovel it out immediately
and refill it with fresh water. Also
make sure you keep the pH evenly
balanced in a dirty pool, or the
alkaline level could rise and cause
staining.

Appliances
Hose down appliances. Their mo

tors are sealed and for the most part
they are repairable. Keep them for an
adjuster to inspect.

Clean all metal parts on appliances
and other items throughout your
house and wipe them with a kerosene
soaked Cloth to prevent rusting. A
light coat of oil will prevent iron from
rusting. Scour all utensils.

Clothing, fabrics
Immediately separate your wet

clothes to keep the colors from
running and staining other clothes.
Dry them away from direct heat.

Cotton clothes, drapes and other
fabric items that are stained with mud
or mildewed probably can be cleaned
completely, but synthetics may not be
cleanable, advises Mary Avila, owner
of Downtown Laundry & Dry
Cleaning Inc. in Phoenix.

Photographs
Photos may be saved if they are

separated from their glass frames and
from each other, rinsed and dried as
soon as possible, says Evelyn Grant,
an owner of Grants Photographic
Restoration in Tempe.

"It's really easy. Most people screw
up by leaving their pictures stuck
together," she said.

Gently separate any pictures that
are stuck together. And gently rinse
any mud off them. Lay them out face
up on cloth or paper towels and pat
them dry.

Go to a camera store and buy a
book of blotter paper. Put the
photographs between the pages and
then put something heavy on the
book, such as several telephone books,
to prevent the photos from curling.
They should dry within several days.

In some cases, the water and mud
may have eroded some of the image.
Or the photographs may be stuck to
the glass in a frame. You can get a
copy of the photo printed, or you can
pay a lot of money and have it
restored. Grant said a complete
restoration begins at $200.
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Red Cross volunteer Lawn Griffiths, right, helps man the Maricopa County Emergency Operations Center in Phoenix.

Erne gency duty had a familiar ring
By Lawn Griffiths
Tribune writer

As conditions along the Salt and
Verde rivers worsened Friday, the
phone calls from the American Red
Cross offices in Phoenix came as
expected.

About 1 p.m. came the question,
, Could you be on standby alert to
roll if you were needed over the
weekend as a disaster communica
tions volunteer?"

At 4 p.m. came another call:
"Could you drop everything and get
out to the Maricopa County Emer
gency Operations Center and pull a
six-hour shift?"

I begged for another hour to
finish out my Tribune news work
and cleared it with editors. By 5:30
p.m, I reported for duty as a Red
Cross volunteer for disaster
communications at the center at
52nd Street and McDowell Road

The operations center is built like
a bunker into a low butte. The sub
terranean situation room, 20 feet
below ground, conjures up images
of the Strategic Air Command's
famed nerve center beneath
Omaha, Neb.

The Phoenix command post
features an impr~ive display of
aerial photographs, maps, charts,
lists of bridges, street closures,
water flow rates from dams, Palo
Verde nuclear plant emergency
data and more.

Computers, telephones, two-way
radios, scanners, emergency
manuals and hotline numbers

Lawn Griffiths
Tempe commentary'

posted all about completed the
picture of the operations center,
surely one of the safest places I've
ever been. .

It was manned by
representatives from a host of
agencies, including Maricopa
County Emergency Management,
the state Department of
Transportation, the Maricopa
County Sheriff's Department, the
county flood control district, the
county health department, the
Central Arizona Chapter of the
American Red Cross, and others in
the business of protecting lives and
property.

My job was to be liaison between
the county emergency hub and the
Red Cross disaster relief
professionals at the headquarters,
the emergency shelters that had
been set up (Westwood High School
in Mesa, Littleton School in Cashion
and a Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Wickenburg), and the
state Emergency Operations
Center.

As a nine-year volunteer with the
Central Arizona Chapter of the
American Red Cross, I had been
trained for "public affairs in disas
ter" - a nice match of my commu
nications background with major
human service agencies.

Throughout the evening, I
followed tile changing
announcements on water releases
from the dam, new bridge closings
and a general "return to nomal"
after a roller coaster day at the
center.

During my shift, I took calls with
the far-more-seasoned disaster and
preparedness experts at the center.

Many calls came from other
public safety people seeking
wornmtioou¢atesorfeedingus
new wormation.

The public primarily wanted to
know what lay ahead with the
weather, water releases and road
closings. They needed help finding a
route via an open bridge. One caller
was concerned about whether all
the flooding would affect his fishing
trip up north this weekend.

Few calls went without comment
from the staff.

"That guy wanted to know where
all the stuff is coming from," was
one comment.

"That one said he wanted me to
read him all the roads closed from
Casa Grande to Flagstaffl"

One worker said his
mother-in-law claimed the heavy
rains were due to the fact that man
had landed on the moon and, thus,

the weather has never been the
same.

Nab, the 1992 eruption of Mount
Pinatubo in the Philippines is
causing it, others reasoned.

After noting that people often
stick it out after being advised to
leave their homes because of floods,
one seasoned sheriff's deputy
concluded, "You can't get those
bullheaded rednecks to move out of
their places come hell or high
water."

The emergency veterans termed
the place "rumor central" because
of repeated calls from the public
for confirmation of what someone
had told them.

At midevening came a report via
a Yavapai County dispatcher that
the Blue Ridge Dam had been
swept away. The deft ADOT
worker made a series of calls and
ruled it another false report.
"Another rumor is squelched," he
said

A retired state trooper called
repeatedly to insist that Salt River
Project wasn't leveling with the
county about the water releases.
SRP was reporting the flow was
124,000 cubic feet per second.
"You're looking at 175,000 cfs," the
man said, explaining that he's "seen
a lot of water over the dam" in his
day," so "somebody's lying to you."

Funny thing, but the range of
calls and questions reminded me a
lot of picking up the Tribune metro
desk phone on any day to help
people with their complaints and
problems. .
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we,haven't seen for. y~ars. It helps the
plant species and the wildlife, too."

Neither is all. lost, for Drexler' of
Ace Asphalt. " , ..

"It's bad now;.but ,all this' qin
means a lot of potholes' and a lot of
rocky, roads," he said. "So ~'m looking
forward to a great ,spring.".

- See STATE, page A13

RECREATION: Sports activi
ties affected by flooding, A14
AID: Lines form for flood
assistance, Bl

Firms, workers
count losses~

return to jobs
By Dennis Love
and Guy Webster
The Arizona RepUblic

You know it's been raining a lot
lately when people who live in the
desert can't stop talking about how
wonderful it is to see a few days of
sunshine.

Hector Thomas, for one, certainly
can't say enough about the recent

break in the weather: He fmally can
go back to work.

"It is a blessing," Thomas, 24,
said Friday as he paused from a
landscaping job in the unusually
green hills near the Mayo Clinic in
north Scottsdale.

"This is the first day I've worked
in two weeks. And the boss says, 'If
you don't work, you don't get
paid.' "

Not all of the weather news was
bad, however. The soaking will, for
example, promote growth of grasses
on livestock ranches all around the
state, rancher's said. ..

"It can't do anything but good for
us," said Ron Searle, a Cochise
County rancher. "It'll bring out feed

,before the fields became too muddy to ,
enter, 'said Arizona Farm Bureau
President Kenny Evans, a Yuma
farmer. .

The effect: some lower prices now,
some higher prices later. Lettuce, for
example, fell to about $5 a 'carton
from the teens, Evans said,' "but the
long-term effect is that there will be
less produce available later, and
consumers will pay more." .

Mud is preventing many cotton
growers from plowing the stubble
from last· year's crop .into the soil.
That practice, required by state
regulation, removes the winter habitat
of key insect pests and has helped
growers ~educe their use of pesticides,
Evans 'said. Due to' the deluge,
however, the state Department' of
Agriculture has begun relaxing dead
lines for the plow down.

"We expect to see substantial insect
pressure," Evans said. "That is
potentially the most damaging effect
'of this rain." , ,

Damage to feedlots
Flooding of cattle' feedlots has

caused about $500,000 in damage this
month, ,Bas Aja, director of feeder
affairs for the Arizona Cattlemen's
Association, -said 'in a preliminary'
estimate.

About 400 cows drowned, and
about 50,000 had to be 'moved out of ,
swamped feedlots. Flooding on the
Santa Cruz River put some feeding
yards in' Pinal County under more
than 3 feet of water Wednesday, Aja
said.. '

Cattle from flooded yards were
moved to dry fe~dlots,' if possible, or
were released on desert rangeland to
feed on the' grasses produced by the
rains.
, The 'rains have slowed production
at Arizona copper mines by diluting
leach solutions and flooding rail lines.
Spokesmen for Arizona mines, which
produce about' '60 percent of all
U.S.-mined copper, said the problems
were significant but not severe enough
to jeopardize sales contracts..

Mining companies also have had to
cope with indirect effects on their
operations. In Winkelman, 'Asarco
Inc.'s water supply 'was tapped when
flooding damaged the town's system,
and equipment and employees were
diverted to maintain dikes and roads
at the mines,

'I left Seattle for this?'
In the Valley, several golf courses

built along washes and in floodplains,
reported partial closings and lost
revenues during what is tpe beginning
of the state's peak tourism period,

"It got pretty, bad up here, but
we're in good .shape now," a spqkes
woman at The Boulders golf course in
Carefree said. ' '.' , ",

J At the Arizona Biltmore,golf
course superintendent Turner Reaney
said' that neither of the resort's two'
l8-hole courses closed but that he did

'hear some gooq-natured grousing
from out-of-state visitors.

"One! guy said, 'I left Seattle' for
this?' But they went'ahead and played
through,'~' Reaney said. "They said
'they were used to the. rain, and that at
least it wasn't cold." _

Resorts and hotels apparently
.weren't seriously affected.

',"In most cases, I'd say visitors have
,non~refundable plane tickets, so they
make the trip anyway and hope,Jor
the best," said Jim Austin, spokesman
for the Pointe Hilton resorts.

STATE, from page Al

- 'Thomas' lament was one of many
heard from employers arid workers
last week as the rain stopped and

: 'flooding eased across the Valley and
the rest of Arizona. The drying out
has begun' at last, and with it
assessments of the damage wrought to .
business and industry by some of the
worst flooding in more than a decade.

Construction, agriculture, recre
ation, tourism and mining are a few of
the many segments of the economy .
affected by the heavy storms that have

• soaked the state since Christmas.
• Harde'st hit may be the construction

industry, with some projects now
weeks behind and losing more ground
daily,. .

"The rain could not have hit at a
~ ,vorse time," said Larry Huber,
; supervisor of a sprawling, 30-acre,
• shopping-center project· at Shea and

Pima roads in Scottsdale.
':, "I'd say we're seven weeks behirid
· now, and -I'm really not sure when
; we'll be able to get back on the job.",
· '~Everything is saturated'
,. The delay means that the 60 on-site
; employees who normally would be
; working long and hard on a sun
~ ,washed day such as Friday must stand
~ by until conditions are dry and safe
~ enough to resume. '
r . "We're getting some sunshine now,
r and that's helping," said Huber as he
· gazed out over the job site, peppered
, with huge puddles and idle' earth-

movers.
"But everything is so saturated. If

: we get any more rain at all, we'll be '
:. back at grourid zero."

Steve Pisarcik, vice president of
:' :Operations at Kitchell Contractors'
~ Inc. of Arizona, which is managing
; the project, said 10 of 14 other

projects managed by his firm in the
, Phoenix and Tucson areas also' have
~ been significantly delayed because of
; Jhe rain.
, "You can control a lot of things,
: but you can't control the weather,"
: Pisarcik said. "Basically, it's the worst
: 'weather delays we've seen in the
~ :,jndustry in 10 years."

rather trades hit
Other construction-related indus

tries suffered. John Drexler, owner of
Ace Asphalt Co. in Phoenix, said that
about two-thirds of his I 5 employees
have been laid off ince mid-Decem
ber because of construction stoppages

. and that his company has lost about
.. 1$200,000, .
, • "Fortunately, we're an established
- company and can hopefully withstand

a loss like that," he said. "But a lot of
Companies can't."

In the agricultural sector, crisis
~ management often..was the rule during

the past two weeks.' Swollen rivers and
treams washed· away hundreds of.
cres of farmland and killed hundreds'

.. f cattle, and the' rain ' heightened
ncem about pest problems next

ummer.
, About 6,000 acres on farms in the '
: ' ila River Valley near .~afford have,
.. een damaged by, high' water,. said
: ., ark He~rington, who' '.farms at
.: olomon in' Graham County. " "
;: - "It's just gone," he said. "There's
f· about a 20-foot dropoff. You'couldn't,.. . ,

, ver find enough soil to build that
. 'ack up." '" '.
J.., - '.' '
;"" Impact on prices -
~'" (', ,

- ' . Farmers with vegetable crops in
Maricopa and Yuma counties hur

'riedly harvested' what they could..... ,-- .
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A truck in New River appears to conquer flooding on ·36th Avenue, once a dirt
road running in front of about 25 homes. Roaring floodwaters also wiped out

Suzanne Starr/The Arizona Republic

Old Stage Coach Road, the southerh portion of Coyote Pass, angering
residents who have no route out now that both roads are gone.

New River floods, strands 100
Waters go over berm, turn 36th Avenue into another river
By Carol Sowers
The Arizona Republic

Jim Downes woke at 3 a.m. to an
ugly roar - New River exploding
through a dirt berm Friday, creating a
frightening wall of floodwater that in
seconds stranded 100 residents in the
desert community north of Phoenix.

They remained cut off from the rest
of their community Monday, at the
mercy of floodwaters that had raced
aero s the desert "scouring out a
whole new river" - 36th Avenue.

The avenue once was a dirt road
running in front of about 25 homes in
New River, an area north of New
River Road and east of Interstate 17.

On Monday, it was a river of water
trewn with huge boulders. Mailboxes

along the road's edge appeared in
danger of tumbling in, and driveways
looked like rock quarries. Corrals had
vanished.

Residents say that at least their
homes were spared.

o one eemed to realize that New
River was cut off until residents called
Maricopa County Search and Rescue
workers, who on Sunday sloshed
through knee-high water and dodged
boulders to bring in food and diapers
donated by the Salvation Army.

"They were wonderful," resident
Sparky O'Neill said.

But the roaring water also wiped
out Old Stage Coach Road, the
southern portion of Coyote Pass,
angering residents who have no route
out, now that both roads are gone.

Downes and other residents blame
the flooding on Maricopa County for
failing to reinforce the berm. They say
that allowed the water to wipe out
their only fwo roads, destroy their
yards and carry away their corrals.

County construction workers who
tried to repair Old Stage Coach Road,
the only remaining road, on Sunday
"turned it into an impassable mud
bog."

Larry Lambertus, who lives on the
eastern side of 36th Avenue near Old
Stage Coach Road, said he had used
construction equipment to make a
road for residents to get in and out of
the area. Then Sunday, county work
ers using a grader and a loader
became stuck in the mud and ruined
it.

"When they left they just turned it
into a mud bog," Lambertus said.
"Now, no one can get through."

Kent Hamme, Maricopa County's
assistant engineer for highway
operations, acknowledged that his
workers "indeed probably made it
worse when they pulled off."

"There was just nothing they could

l
1/2 mile

1/2 km

Gus WaikerfThe Arizona RepUblic

do in the rain," he said. He denied,
however, that the county is responsi
ble for the break in the berm and the
flooding of the area's only two roads.

"There is almost nothing we can do
in the lower parts of that channel," he

said. "The river will meander this
direction and that in the floodplain."

County road workers are scheduled
to repair Old Stage Coach Road
today. Hamme said the county has as
many as 100 flood-damaged roads to
repair.

Fixing Old Stage Coach Road will
not help the Downeses or four other
families who live west of 36th Avenue.
With an impassable river in front of
them and New River raging behind
them, they live on what resident Dick
McKeon calls "a new island.".

Downes looked at the boulders and
mud that wiped out his once-green
yard, dotted with park benches and a
hammock.

"It has taken me seven year to put
the corrals up and get the ya!,d fixed,"
he said. "And in one day it is all
gone."

Downes said he also is worried
about the river that has gouged out a
6-foot strip of the bank behind his
house, with more water predicted.

A storm is expected across much of
Arizona today and Wednesday, per
haps dumping another inch to an inch
and a half of rain in the deserts and
more snow in the mountains.

"I don't know what will happen if
we get more rain," Downes said.
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released all that water and the storm had
broken up, we would have looked pretty
silly. Our responsibility is to make sure the

It didn't.
When 35,000 cfs hit the next day, the

partially completed span was intact,
Tempe Deputy City Manager Gary Brown
said.

Problem was, the storm wasn't finished.
Earlier that morning SRP had told the

Please see SRP I A8
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Had no rain come to replenish the

release, the Valley water supply would have
been cut short, Egan said. "If we had

80,000 -

40,000 -

0.0 - L- _

160,000 -
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Runoff into Salt River
Streamflow in
cubic feet per
second

expected to knock over scaffolding and
bring down the bridge's newly poured
arches.

IT'S A RECORD: 12 days of steady
rain surpass 1920s mark I A8

CACTUS BLOAT: Rains overloading
saguaros with water I B1

SRP
From page A1

salt River Project managers did not
want to open the spillways on their dams
and send a torrent racing toward metro
politan Phoenix last week, but Mother
Nature forced their hand.

"We want the public to know there was
a rhyme and a reason for releasing so
much water," SRP spokesman John Egan
said.

A week ago Thursday, SRP forecasters
alerted their hydrologists and engineers
that two storm fronts were about to col
lide over Arizona and test the Valley's
water-delivery system

In haste, they warned Tempe that flows
as high 35,000 cubic feet per second would
be heading down the salt the next day and
into the steel girders supporting the second
Mill Avenue Bridge.

An onrush of 262,000 gallons per second
(enough to fill 10 swimming pools) was

city to brace for a crush of water four times
greater than its first estimates. "Our prob
lem is that the quality of information gets
better the closer the storm gets," Egan
explained.

What was originally expected to be a
flow equivalent to 10 swimming pools every
second turned into one of 40 Friday night.
The bridge collapsed. Upstream, the river
tore away 140,000 cubic yards of garbage
from the Tri-City Landfill north of Mesa.

Could the destruction have been averted?
Technically, yes, according to SRP offi

cials. But that would have taken clairvoy
ance and a gamble with the Valley's water
supply.

To pull the trick, SRP and National
Weather Service meteorologists who work
at SRP's Phoenix headquarters would have
had to forecast last week's storm nearly 30
days in advance.

That's about how long it would take to
reduce water levels in reservoirs to accom
modate the rainfall of Jan. 7-9, Egan said.
"If we had wanted to slope the releases (to
avoid damaging the bridge and landfill), we
would have had to start in mid-December."

Not only is such forecasting unpossible,
but SRP would be releasing water at its
peril.

By Phil Boas
Tribune writer

elease was
unavoidable,
officials say'
SRP unwilling to risk
Valley's water supply

Valley has enough' water for the whole
year."

To understand why SRP could not save
the second Mill Avenue bridge or the land
fill, the magnitude of last week's storm has
to be comprehended.
Ea~h year, the Valley consumes about 1

million acre-feet of water. Each acre-foot
equals 325,850 gallons, or enough to support
a family of four for a year.

Over Jan. 7-10 about 800,000 acre-feet of
rain accumulated in SRP's 13,000-square
mile watershed, Egan said. "We got almost
a year's worth of water in three days. That's
an enormous amount of water in a short
amount of time."

Experts equipped with computers and
phones at SRP's Emergency Operation Cen
ter had plenty on their minds Jan. 8 as they
calculated how much to release from six
dams on the Verde and salt rivers.

Flotation monitors on the rivers were
transmitting radio signals to mountaintop
receivers and firing down a storm of data .
to the control center in Phoenix.

The information was unsettling on that
morning, as the storm moved east with a
fury. As much as 8 inches of rain were fall
ing on parts of the watershed feeding the
Verde, Egan said.

The rising water levels were translating
into a pitched ascent on the control center
tracking charts. By 9 a.m, a red line mark
ing the increase had raced off the chart and

hit a historic high for the Verde system at
140,000 cfs, Egan said

Some monitors on the Verde quit after
water levels rose above their flotation
meter, he said. "It buried the meter. We'd
never seen anything like it."

There was no panic in the operation cen
ter, but the mood was tense, he said. "Peo
ple were saying this is the job we get paid to
do. Let's do it."

As the stonn moved east, the Verde
water level dropped. The salt began to rise.
Friday night, 135,000 cfs were flowing into
the salt.

As flows peaked, decisions at the com
mand center were basic, said SRP senior
hydrologist Charlie Ester. There was no
concern about balancing downstream
damage with maintaining next year's water
supply.

"When you get into an event like this,
your primary focus is the safety of the
dams," he said. None of the dams in the sys
tem were threatened by the storm because
SRP was making the necessary releases to
maintain a wide margin of safety. ..

The water level at Roosevelt Lake - the
largest reservoir along the Salt - peaked at
2,127 feet, about 18 feet below the top of
Roosevelt Dam. Another 9 feet and the
water level would have reached the abso
lute maximum for storage and usage, SRP
spokeswoman Teri Morris said.
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Tornado
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Scottsdale tornado

L.JACKSON I Tribune

brewing outside, she just happened to be bent
under her ironing board.

Suddenly, her roof caved in as a tornado
ripped most of it off her home in the 7800
block of Desert Cove. She sat under the iron
ing board unhurt. But she was surrounded by
drywall and other materials that once made
up the roof of the Jacques home, said her son,
Bill Jacques.

"The only warning was the dog hid under a
table that he never goes near," the son said.

Please see Tornado / A4

"Dad got a scratch on the head as he
jumped under the computer table."

Joan Spain had a better vantage.
She saw the destruction.

"It looked like 50 million dust
devils," she said. "There was stuff fly
ing all over the air."

Her husband ran to help their
wheelchair-bound neighbor, Bill
Norred. The fallen debris left Norred
unable to get out of his home.

"Debris was all around him," Joan
Spain said. "He wasn't hurt, but he
was as white as a sheet."

Capt. Tim Cooper, a Rural/Metro
firefighter, could not believe his eyes.
He was at 64th Street and Shea Boule
vard as he returned from a routine
call when he saw something weird.

"I noticed some strange clouds.
They were real black with solid white
in them," Cooper said. "Then little
peaks kept coming out of them (the
clouds). One kept getting bigger and
bigger. We could see it swirl. And

CARLOS SALCEDO!Tnbune then we saw debris going up."
Cooper called dispatch on a chan

nel that is not normally used. He
wanted to report that he thought he
was looking at a tornado. But since he
wasn't sure, he did not want the call
overheard.

A few seconds later, the emergency
number was flooded with reports.

Stacy Aguirre was visiting her
mother, who lives near the Jacques
family, when the tornado struck.

"There was a big pop. I thought it
was lightning. Then it started to roar.
I yelled, 'Get the kids away from the
window.' It roared, making a horrible
noise."

Mary Ulch, a spokesperson for the
American Red Cross, - said survey
teams and an emergency reserve
vehicle were canvassing the tornado
area late Sunday afternoon.

inflicted similar destruction, said Rural/Me
tro fire officials.

Sunday's funnel descended north of Shea
Boulevard at about 12:40 p.rn. and within
minutes stripped a home of its roof, plucked
large cactuses from the ground and relocated
storage sheds. Remarkably, there were no
serious injuries.

Four homes were seriously damaged, said
Matt Phillips, spokesman for Rural/Metro
Fire Department. "It looks like a bomb
dropped."

Jen Jacques was sitting on the floor wrap
ping birthday presents. Oblivious to the havoc

13 Scottsdale homes look 'like
a bomb dropped' after tornado
By Kathy Nixon and Ruthanne Gilbert
Tribune writers

alley kies unleashed more twisted
weather Sunday afternoon as a tornado spun
out of the clouds and damaged 13 homes in
Scottsdale.

Falcon Field officials spotted a second fun
nel whirling over Chandler. 0 damage was
reported.

Some Scottsdale residents wish they had
been so lucky. The twister that hit and
ravaged neighborhoods near 64th Street and
Cholla was painfully reminiscent of a 1972
tornado that struck the same area and

I

~

Above: Dan Wilkens
helps a friend remove a

tree that was knocked
down by the Scottsdale

tornado. Right:
Six-year-old Danny

Holcomb doesn't let a
downed fence at his

family's home get in the
way of a little

post-tornado fun.

CARLOS SALCEDO/Tribune

Top: Dee Holcomb and her son, Peter, stand outside their damaged home in
Scottsdale on Sunday. The tornado carried a metal shack in front of their home.
Above: The roof of a home was ripped off as the tornado moved through the
Scottsdale neighborhood.

A4 Tribune Newspapers, Monday, January 18, 1993
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precisely carved channel that ushers
floodwaters through Tempe's section
of the Salt River bed. The churning
water is going exactly where the
builders of the channel said they
wanted it to go.

"That's the good part of all this,"
said Jones. "The channelization
worked."

In November 1987, voters across
the Valley overwhelmingly turned
down a multibillion-<lollar proposal
to clean up the Salt River bed, dig
out a straight channel in the middle
of it, and build big resorts and
shopping centers on its banks. Voters
killed the idea 2 to 1.

But in 1990 Tempe decided to go
Rio Salado alone. Now, just a couple
years after starting the project, the
raging waters of a flooded Salt River
are demonstrating that the channel
portion of the project works just
great. It even contains flood waters
that are powerful enough to tear
down a bridge.

Nature demands that water must
seek the path of least resistance.
When that water is motoring along at
124,000 cubic feet per second,
virtually everything surrenders. As
invading Martian armies often note,
resistance is futile.

So Tempe's Rio Salado channel
does not resist the water, it ushers it
along concrete-reinforced banks. The
floodwaters may be chewing up the
river banks elsewhere, but, when the
water subsides in the Tempe channel,
things will be pretty much the same
as before.

Except for the new Tempe bridge,
that is.

TfWJ{Yz !R13VIUIr--

ripping timber and grating, groaning
steel beams, it seemed like the
damage would be a lot worse than it
was.

"Basically, it was form-work that
went down," said Tempe public
works director Jim Jones.

"It was a lot of what they call
'false-work' - plywood forms and
steel supports for the concrete that
they were planning to pour."

Surveying the damage to his
precious new bridge Tuesday
morning, Jones does not appear
terribly crestfallen. Things could be
better, he admits, but, then, things
could have been a lot worse.

"I talked to the contractor today,"
Jones said. "He said that if this
weather had held off for another 45
days, we would have been all right.
We would have had the concrete
poured and it would have held up."

Although the city will have "some
expense" as a result of the bridge
collapse, most of the losses will be
paid by the bridge-builder's
insurance.

That builder, Kraemer & Sons of
Minneapolis, already has started
picking up the pieces and starting
work on the north bank.

"They're terribly discouraged by
all this," Jones said. "But I thought
they had a pretty upbeat attitude
about it when I talked to them this
morning."

We are looking out over the

Bridge
From page B1

Spectacular and awe-inspiring, yes. But not
pretty.

Nor were all those special effects all that
expensive, as it turns out.

In fact, you could make a case that the
awesome flow of water that took out the
new Tempe bridge actually did us all a
favor.

The torrent of big muddy has
demonstrated just how valuable a
Valleywide Rio Salado project could have
been, or may still be.

The $6.5 million bridge, intended for
northbound traffic out of Tempe into
Phoenix, was to be finished by midsummer.
Now, the bridge will cost about $7.5
million, and it should be finished sometime
next fall, depending on when the Salt River
Project people decide to turn off the tap
upstream. For all the sensational effects of

Please see Bridge I B4
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len river during the past week. More rain is expected
today as another front moves into the area.

bridge was like the final two minutes of a
tight Suns game. Everybody was leaping
up, tossing popcorn in the air.

The calamitous end of the northern and
midriver spans of the Tempe bridge
offered us the most spectacular visual
images of the effects of big-water rain on
Arizona. Those effects weren't pretty.

Doug MacEachern
Commentary

The asphalt at Mill Avenue and the Salt River lies broken
up and tilted, caused by the rushing current of the swol·

A river ran under it. Alot of river ran
under it. Now, a river runs through it.

Massive chunks of the new,
under-eonstruction Tempe bridge came
toppling down Friday under the weight of
surging floodwaters - waters that, even
now, plow through the normally dry Salt
River riverbed.

For cheap, weather-related thrills,
Friday's events demonstrate that it is hard
to beat a collapsing bridge.

For a few perilous moments Friday, I
was afraid TV reporter Bill Blannon of
KPNX-TV (Channel 12) was going to
tumble over the embankment as he
described the crashing scene. That boy was
excited. And he wasn't alone.

Hundreds of onlookers lined the old
Tempe bridge, just west of the new bridge,
cheering as the first spans splashed down
into the chocolate spew. As natural
disasters go, the demise of the new Tempe

Loss ofbridge fails to dampen spirits
•

•

~.
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lettuce, and broccoli and .cauli
flower.

"I don't think there's much
chance of getting out of this
without having a severe loss," said
Marlatt, a Wellton farmer since
1980. .

"I'm evacuating my house this
week. Moving into a place I've
rented in Tacna."

Marlatt said he expects damage
to his wheat, onion- and radish
seed crops, and alfalfa.

Nickerson said he's too busy
working to save his farm to think
about floodwaters stealing land
worked by his family since 1958.

,
N

to Quartzsite, he said..
If the road is flooded, motorists

would have to cross into Califor
nia, turn north onto a two-lane
paved road and cross back into
Arizona to reach Quartzsite, said
Henry Green of Yuma County's
emergency services office.

Farmers are reinforcing levees
and dikes on farms bordering the
river. Some are moving families,
livestock and equipment to higher
ground.

"We're going to lose about 850
acres out of 1,200," said Robert
Nickerson, a third-generation
Wellton farmer.

Nickerson grows alfalfa, >yheat,

THE PHOENIX GAZETTE

snoV's, the Gila is expected to have a flow
of al,out 20,000 cfs through March.

The Gila is expected to flood all bridges
in t;le farming area east of Yuma this
wee!:, including a low-lying approach to
the U.S. 95 bridge from Interstate 8 north

Wellton

Map
area

Painted Rock Reservoir Gila Bend
has grown to about 83 square miles Painted Indian
behind the dam. Rock Dam Reservation
It has become the third largest lake /..,),,~~
in Arizona, behind Lake Powell and -..r-/'
Lake Mead. . p;\'ie(' . . ~

GM~ --1"8J~ ~

S'~

• RO~
I~ .~hawk

. Tacna

More moisture - rain showers in lower
elevations and snow in the mountains 
is expected to move into the state tonight
and Wednesday, with partial clearing
expected later in the day Wednesday.

Van del' Like said that because of
runoff in coming .weeks from melting

Early Sunday, for the first time since
1959, when the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers built the Painted Rock Dam,
water behind the dam started flowing over
an emergency spillway.

The dam, on the Gila River west of Gila
Bend, is a flood-control structure. It holds
runoff from the Verde and Salt rivers,
which merge with the Gila in southwest
Phoenix.

Because of high runoff from abnormally
heavy rains this year, the Gila's flow of
12,500 cubic feet per second from the dam
threatens many farms.

That flow could increase later this week
to 30,000 to 50,000 cfs because of runoff
from a massive weekend storm that
flooded parts of Flagstaff, Sedona and
Cottonwood, said Maj. Robert van del' Like
at the Corps' Phoenix office.

WELLTON - Farmers along the Gila
River east of Yuma are too busy getting
out of nature's way to think about its
impact on their lives.

Some of their land is underwater or
washing away in record floods.

They know that they or their neighbors
might be out of business next year.

For the farmers who hang on, it could
take months to repair flood-damaged land
and irrigation systems.

"This has the potential of leaving
bankrupt a number of the people in this
area who have been long-established
farmers with substantial means," Wellton
farmer Marvin Marlatt said Monday.

He is one of many farmers in Wellton,
Tacna, Roll and Dome who are fighting
the river.

By Mike Padgett
THE PHOENIX GAZETTE

Flood sparks fears of financial ruin
Farmers m

•

•
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Meagan Buechner, left, and'her sister Robin of Mesa watch the bloated Salt River near Mill Avenue on Saturday.

Please see Bridge / AS

Cars lined Country Club Drive near the
Salt River as families stopped and looked at
the normally dry riverbed filled with raging
water.

"It's incredible," said Tommi Hargett.
"I'm from a place where this is natural, but
this isn't natural," she sai<L

Hargett came with her friend Tracy
Knudsen and her two children, Joshua, 6
and Niki, 8.

"The kids were afraid their school was
going to wash away, so we brought them
here to see what it looked like," Knudsen
said.

Nearby, 8-year-old Meagan Buechner
was tossing rocks into the garbage-filled

spent Saturday leaning over the rails of the
original Mill Avenue Bridge just to the west
of the downed bridge.

"This is part of history. This is something
I wanted my kids to see," said James Towle
of Chandler who had brought his three dill
drenout to witness the river running and the
wrecked bridge.

Business along Mill Avenue was running
almost as swiftly as the river.

"My business is up 25-30 percent over a
usual weekend day," said Charlie Mitchell,
owner of Kelly's Coffee Factory. "I wish I
had the time to invent a couple new drinks.
,Something like 'Collapsing Cappucino'
might go over big about now."

The river was also a big attraction in
. Mesa Saturday.

Subsiding floodwaters on the Salt River
Saturday eased fears of further damage to
the second Mill Avenue Bridge.

Tempe officials had been worried about
the wlfinished bridge ever since late Thurs
day when they were told that SRP would be

. releasing unusually large flows out of the
Verde and Salt River reservoir systems
because of heavy rains. Winter runoff Fri

" day swept away four of the uncompleted
<'bridge'S nine spans, along with construction

shoring, scaffolding and tons of iron rein-
forcing rods. , , '

The water-mauled structure, however,'
has turned out to be a popular attraction for
Valley sightseers. Thousands of onlookers

.Threat to bridgerecedes with flooding
By Bill Davis
Tribune writer

4=
'It's pretty impressive' '
and hard to believe
there is so much
water. I 'drive this way
to work and thought I
would let the kids see
what Mother Nature is
capable of.'

- Bill Buechner

B edg'e'n '
'From page A1
river.' "

"It stinks," she said. '
Her father, Bill,' ,said he had

brought his children to see the river.
, "It's pretty impressive and hard to'
believe there is so much water," he
Said. ,ttl drive this way to work and
:thought I would let the kids see what
Mother Nature is capable of."
, Stan Barnes, a former state repre
sentative, brought his 2-year:<>ld son
Stanill
. ttl think it's an Arizona thing," he
said of people's fascination for a run
ning river.

In Tempe, the $6.6 million new Mill
Avenue bridge had been scheduled for
completion this summer. That dead
,line has been pushed back at least into
the the autumn, said Jim Jones, the
city's director of public works. Flood
insurance taken out by construction
contractor Edward Kraemer and
Sons should cover rebuilding costs, he
'said.

"We don't think it's going anywhere
Until we drag it out of there," Jones
said.
, The other spans the flood swept

away hadn't yet been pourfd ~th
concrete. All that was lost with those
were the plywood forms, iron rein
forcing rods and steel I-beam shoring,
Jones said.

The city's Rio Salado Project and
10o-year flood charmel cutting
through the center of the Salt River
weren't affected, he said.

The highest rate at which the river
Engineers won't be able to assess flowed on Friday was 150,000 cubic

damages until the water recedes, feet per second. For the rest of the
Jones said, but it now appears that weekend the rate isn't expected to be
the four spans that had already been more than 100,000 cubic feet per
poured with concrete and completed second, said Scott Harelson, SRP
- the four southenunost spans still, spokesman.
standing - were not damaged by the The most water ever to pass
flooding. through the river was about 200,000

A fifth span near the center of the cfs, during flooding in 1980, Jones
river channel, which had been nearly said. The levees banking the river
finished, was toppled. Its poured con-' channel in Tempe are designed to
crete arches and decking now lie on contain flows of 250,000 cfs.
the river bottom, but pose no danger -L' _

to the piers on the original Mill, Tribune writer Ruthanne Gilbert
Avenue Bridge, Jones said., " contributed to this report.
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Randy Reid I THE PI-IOENIX GAZETTE
A woman strolls along Arizona State University's Palm Walk Sunday. More
showers are possible later this week.

On Sunday, downtown Phoenix re
ceived 0.37 of an inch of rain and Sky
Harbor International Airport received
0.26 of an inch, said meteorologist Hector
Vasquez at the National Weather Service.
Through Sunday, Phoenix has received'
6.35 inches of rain since Jan. 1.

Tucson received 0.36 of an inch and
Flagstaff received two inches of snow, or
0.21 of an inch of precipitation.

Although partly cloudy skies are fore
.cast for today and Tuesday, a new cold
front is headed for Arizona.

"There's a good chance for rain Thurs
day and into the weekend, and it could be
the start of a new storm system," Vasquez
said.

At Salt· River Project, spokeswoman
Sandy Leander said water was flowing
over the Granite Reef Diversion Dam at
19,000 cubic feet per second: .

Downstream on the Salt, the water
See .WEATHER, Page 83

"This is very unusual
that we have this much
water behind this
(Painted Rock) dam.
This is the most we've
had since the dam was
constructed in 1963."

Maj. Robert Vanderlik
District deputy commander

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

ing the snows and their water content.
Over the weekend, a mild subtropical

Pacific system cruised lazily across the
Southwest, again saturating many parts
of Arizona.

The weather system originated off Baja
California and weakened as it hit the
West Coast.

LOTTERY / 82
~ VALLEY BRIEFS / 82

By Mike Padgett
TI-IE PI-IOENIX GAZETTE

Noah would approve.
Although it hasn't rained for 40 days

and 40 nights, most of Arizona received
abnormally high rain totals in the 40-odd
days since Jan. 1. .

Officials say the heavy rainfall across
Arizona is a godsend, filling reservoirs and
recharging the ground-water supplies.
They say the predicted flow of some of the
state's rivers for the rest of the year are so
high, an ark would be helpful.

"Honest to God, that's the truth," said
Ron Jones, water-supply specialist at the
U.S. Soil Conservation Service's Phoenix
office.

And though the heavy rains have taken
a breather, Jones and others said the
rains are only part of the story.

The rest of the story is runoff from
heavy snows, which haven't started
melting yet. Hydrologists still are measur-

....eavy rains replenishing water su
Recent storms are godsend for Arizona, experts say ,_. aa=....

}-

•

•
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nerges with runoff from the Gila
:Iud Agua Fria rivers, and flows to
:>ainted Rock Dam, a flood-control
;tructure completed 30 years ago
)y the U.S. Army Corps of Engi
leers.

The dam is about 20 miles west
,{Gila Bend.

"This is very unusual that we
lave this much water behind this
am," said Maj. Robert Vanderlik,
eputy commander for the U.S.

\.rmy Corps of Engineers' Los
\ngeles district.

"This is. the most we've had
ince the dam was constructed in
.963." .

He said workers are releasing

water from the reservoir at the
rate of 12,500 cfs. If the reservoir
continues to fill with the combined
runoff from the Salt, Agua Fria
and Gila rivers, that rate could be
increased to a maximum of 22,500
cfs, Vanderlik said.
. The flow of 12,500 cfs is threat

ening farmland near the' com
munities of Wellton and Tacna,
east of Yuma. Residents are work
ing to prevent the water from
damaging the crops.

"It's a very difficult situation,"
Vanderlik said. "We want to
release as much as we can in the
Gila River but without causing
extensive damage downstream.

We're working with county offi
cials down there to keep as much
(water) coming out without caus
ing substantial damage." .

In other parts of Arizona, water
sheds that drain into the state's
rivers are flowing several times
higher than the monthly average.
According to the U.S. Soil Conser
vation Service's January rain and
snow reports:

.The Salt River basin received
401 percent of average.

• The Verde River basin re
ceived 209 percent of average.

liThe San Francisco-Upper Gila
River basin received 364 percent of
average.

f HDE.(\/I'{ bA2ElTE
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Santa Cruz River
Residents along the Santa Cruz,

Santa Rosa and Greene's Wash
should expect flooding conditions
for the next several days, she
said.

Residents of Maricopa, Stan
field, Casa Grande West and De
sert Carmel and low-lying area
have been notified that they may
want to make evacuation plans,
she said.

Sandbags are available a thE.
ArizQna City Fire Station, tp,e
sheriff's office substations in Mar
icopa ,and Stanfield, the county
highway yard in Casa Grande and
at the city of Eloy.

Preliminary estimates of flood
damage are at 1.8 million to Pinal
County roads and· bridges, she
said.

Canal System
Continued from page 1

cacho, Eloy, Casa Grande West
and Desert Carmel.

Evacuation centers also have
been set up in the Gila River Indi
an Community's six districts.

The Central Arizona Irrigation
and Drainage District reports that
water from the Santa Cruz has
broken out of Greene's Canal in
several places .

Irrigation superintendent Walt
Schnoor said the largest breech ()n
Greene's Canal has allowed water'
to flow across Sunland Gin Road.
On Tuesday, the road was covered
from Greene's Wash crossing to
Pretzer Road.

Schnoor said a preliminary esti
mate of district damage is $50,000
to $75,000 - not including whatev
er has happened to the lateral that
runs along Greene Reservoir
Road and Sunland Gin Road.

Ed McGovock, assistant district
chief for the U.S. Geological Sur
vey, said this morning the best in
dicators s.how that nO new big
peak is coming .down the Santa
Cruz. (

~
The river at Tucson yesterday \ ~

afternoon was flowing at about

)
30,000 cubic feet per second, he
said, but observers in Marana es-
timated that it was higher
downstream.

~ "U.S.G.S. is looking at what can
be done to cooperate with flood
control agencies and flood-warn
ing agencies to improve the flood
warning network with additional
flood-warning stations," he said.

Pinal County officials an
nounced this morning that flood
ing conditions will continue along
the Gila River Basin, Santa Cru.z,
Santa Rosa and Greene's Wash.

"Residents along the Gila River
Basin should expect flows to ex
ceed the flows of last week," said
Teresa Retterbush, acting assis-,
tant county manager for public
works.

In addition to the 26,000 cfs spill-
ing over the Coolidge Dam this

t
morning, the Aravaipa and San'
Pedro rivers are flowing into the
Gila River.

The Department of the Interior
has estimated that discharges
from the dam will peak at 35,000
cfs and conlinue to flow for an ex
tended period of time.

Residents in immediate danger
have been notified by the sheriff's
office thaL evacuation is neces
sary, she said. But everyone in t~e

ila River Basin should remam
autious she said and be watch

ful of the clcvau'on of the Gila
iver.

Maricopa County Sheriff's Department spokes
man Jay Ellison said the El Paso Natural Gas
pipeline was underwater and leaking gas, which
was bubbling up through the floodwaters and burn
ing on top of the water.

Ellison said the explosion did no damage and
caused no injuries because it occurred in an unpop
ulated area.

Meanwhile, releases from the Granite Reef Di
version Dam above Phoenix flowed at 70,000 cfs
Tuesday, said officials for the Salt River Project,
which operates the dam.

The SRP had earlier worried that releases could
reach a record 200,000 cfs - the design limit of
many of the bridges across the river.

The death toll from the flooding rose to two Tues
day when Pinal County officials recovered the
body of a 39-year-old woman from a pickup truck
stuck in the overflowing Gila river near Sacaton
since Saturday.

Diane Eckert, of Chandler, was a passenger in
the tr'uck that sank after the driver tried to get
across U.S. Highway 587, authorities said.

A 22-year-old Prescott man was killed Monday
when his car spun out on sleet-covered Highway 93
north of Kingman.

Authorities still were searching for a BIA police
man who disappeared Sunday while checking road
flooding on the Gila River Indian River Reserva
tion. He is believed to have drowned in the river.

.Clear weather finally entered Arizona on Tues
day and the weather s.ervice said it would remain
in the state at least through this weekend.

As of Tuesday, January rainfall totaled 5.22 inch
es - far above the previous record for the month of
3.67 inches in 1897 and well above the average of
0.41.

reaks into CAP Canal
Bush Declares Flood Disaster

By The Associated Press
After 14 consecutive days of rain, President Bush

has declared Arizona a federal disaster area 
putting into motion the procedure to get aid to
hundreds of flood victims around the state.

Bush's declaration Tuesday came as a response
to a request by Arizona Gov. Fife Symington for
federal flood relief for the state.

Under the declaration, the Federal Emergency
Management Agency will identify which counties
are eligible for funds such as low-interest loans for
homeowners and businesses.

It also would free funds for temporary housing
and for governments to repair roads, bridges and
other structures damaged by floods.

Statewide damage from two weeks of flooding is
estimated at $56 million including $24 million to
public facilities, $18 million to Indian property and
$5.5 million to homes.

Flows from the dam have swamped a neighbor
hood in Winkelman, 20 miles downstream. About 55
houses were flooded up to their roofs, leaving some
300 residents of an area called "The Flats"
homeless. .

Water flowing over the spillways at Coolidge
Dam into the Gila was increased from 20,000 cubic
feet per second to 25,319 cfs at midnight Tuesday,
said officials with the Bureau of Indian Affairs,
which operates the 62-year-old dam.

A natural gas pipeline exploded Tuesday night in
the middle of the flooded Gila River near the Gil
lespie Dam outside of Arlington.

Missing Woman Found in Gila;
BIA Policeman Unaccounted For

0, Ie; 93:JAN,

banks at the Santa Cruz Wash
and the Greene's Wash. It's
heading toward the Interstate 8
and threatening to flood the
Bianco farm.

Officials can't assess the
damages to the system until
the water recedes, he said. But
Betcher estimates that they
may be "substantial."

There was another breech of
the canal sometime early this
morning, Betcher added, and
the canal is dumping uncon
trolled water into the Santa
Rosa Wash.

The Department of Public
Safety said the eastbound lane
of 1-8 between Thornton Road
and State Route 84 has been
closed since about 10 p.m.
Tuesday. Eastbound traffic has
been detoured to State Route
84.

Maricopa Schools are closed
today, school officials said, be
cause school buses cannot
cross Vekol Wash to pick up
students.

Stanfield Elementary School
is closed today because it is be
ing used as an Red Cross evac
uation center for residents of
the Maricopa/Stanfield area.

Pinal County officials said
evacuation centers have been
set up at Santa Rosa Boarding
School for residents of ChuiChu
and at Santa Cruz High School
for residents of Red Rock, Pi-

- Canal, page 3

Portion of 1-8
Detoured to 84

Staff Reports
The Santa Cruz River has

broken into the Central Arizona
Project canal north of ChuiChu
and is pouring millions of gal
lons of floodwater into the
system.

Brian Betcher, district engi
neer for the Maricopa-Stanfield
Irrigation and Drainage Dis
trict, said the floodwater began
flowing into the Santa Rosa Ca
nal about 8:30 or 9 p.m. Tues
day. The flooding continued to
worsen during the night, he
said.

Floodwaters began to peak
about 10 p.m. Betcher said. The
district expects peak flows to
continue through this morning.

The canal is taking on flood
water in several places for
about six miles west from
Thornton Road, he said. The
water in the canals then is spill
ing into washes and the district
staff is trying to move as much
as possible into spillways and
laterals, including Vekol Wash.

Water is flowing over the

• See photo, page 2
• Groundwater levels rise

.20 feet, page 2

•



Valley gets. break in rai

By Susan Herold
THE PHOENIX GAZETTE

The storms that have wTeaked
havoc on Arizona are far from over,
but forecasters say with any luck, a
repeat of last week's flooding is not
expected soon.

At least not for another six or
seven days, anyway.

"It looks like a lot less rain coming
in the' next few days, so that's
automatically better," said John Un
derhill of the Salt River Project's
emergency operations center. "We
don't expect the same situation we
had with record water releases that
we had last Friday."

The National Weather Service said
1.84 inches fell at Sky Harbor
International Airport and more than
2 inches were recorded at Seventh
Street and Baseline Road before skies
began to clear early today. An
automatic rain gauge in the McDow
ell Mountains registered 2.48 inches
from Sunday's storm, and up to
8 inches of snow fell on the water
shed's higher elevations.

"This storm is clearing out for
today, and another storm looks like
will be here about Wednesday. It
could be as strong as the last storm,"
National -Weather Service meteorolo
gist Craig Ellis said today.

About 100 streets around the
Valley are closed by floodjng, police
and sheriffs deputies said. Few prob

See _ STORMS, Page A6
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Water releases
cut back despite
state's drenching

•

Michael Chow / THE PHOENIX GAZETTE
fear more trash will be left to .rot in the riverbed when
the water recedes.

•

Trash washed out of the' Tri-City Landfill-- covers the
north bank of the Salt River at Hayden Road. Experts

PHD[N/~ (;AZETTE.
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lems were reported from this
morning's rush hour.

Across the state, officials were
struggling to control and repair
storm damage, Sherry Phelps, a
spokeswoman for the Arizona Divi
sion of Emergency Management,
reported..

Six stranded families on the
Gila River Indian Reservation
were rescued, authorities said. But
hundreds of residents in northeast
Tucson were without water this
morning 'after heavy rains caused
a:·" pipeline to rupture. Officials
were hoping to truck water to the
area today.

Heavy rains, especially in the
":,,,,:'Sunflower area, prompted SRP to

boost the flow at Granite Reef
Dam to 63,000 cubic feet per
second about 6 a.m. today. That
was up from 46,500 cfs at midnight
and the 36,000-cfs flQw Sunday.

Jeff Lane, an SRP spokesman,
said today's releases into the Salt
River probably would not exceed
80,000 cfs.

SRP officials say they don't
expect to repeat the 124,000 cfs
release that raged through the
alt River on Friday, leaving

flooding, evacuations and bridge
closures in its wake.

"We don't anticipate going up
that high. Our worst-case scenario
for the week is 70000 to 100,000
cfs," Underhill said.

Forecasters say after Wednes
day's storm moves through, there
should be a temporary reprieve
from the rains. Ellis predicted dry
weather through the weekend,
with a large storm anticipated late
Sunday or Monday.

"We can expect ·a lot of rain
from that one, with the potential
for flooding and flash flooding,"
Ellis said. '

As the water levels in the
normally dry Salt River began
subsiding Sunday, piles of rotting
trash and debris were scattered
along the river's edge. Much of the
garbage probably came from the
Tri-City Landfill north of Mesa,
which was partially swept away
Friday.

Up to 9 inches of rain has fallen

on sections of the tialt and Verde
rivers' 13,OOO-square mile water
shed since Wednesday, gorging
normally dry washes and filling
the Valley's water storage system
to capacity.

The rains caused record releases
Friday into the Salt River and
flooding in low-lying areas that
rivaled the February 1980 floods,
when nine days of rain led to
$63 million in damages and four
deaths statewide.

No deaths or serious injuries
were reported in the latest storm,
but officials have yet to estimate
how much property has been
damaged.

Emergency workers hoped to
canvass the state today for a
preliminary damage estimate in
order to qualify for federal aid.

"We really can't put a ~umber

on it yet. In some places, we'll have
to wait for the water to go down
before we can figure it out," said
Karen Paulsen, a spokeswoman
for the Emergency anagement
division.

Paulsen aid if preliminary
damage estimates are completed
Tuesday, Arizona could learn by
next week whether it is eligible for
low-interest loans for homes and
businesses damaged by the floods.

Roads, dams, bridges and other
public structures that were dam
aged could receive 25 percent of
the cost of reconstruction from the
federal government, she said.

Sen. Dennis DeConcini, D-Ariz.,
toured parts of the state Sunday
and said he was pleased with the
state and federal response.

On Friday, Gov. Fife Symington
declared a flood emergency, the
first step in obtaining federal
assistance for rebuilding efforts.

The Arizona National Guard
has activated 60 members since
Friday to assist in rescues, sand
bagging and flood-control efforts
throughout the state. Maj. Dean
LeVay said more members have
been put on standby in case
flooding worsens.

A flood warning is in effect for
the Gila River below Coolidge
Dam, which is releasing record

amounts of water that could
swamp communities downstream,
officials said.

The dam, 80 miles southeast of
Phoenix, is expected to release
30,000 cfs Tuesday to keep water
from cresting over the spillways.
The most water that has been
released from the dam is 5,000 cfs,
but Bureau of Reclamation offi
cials say that the spillways are
constructed to handle 120,000 cfs.

Ellis said people living down
stream in the communities of
Winkleman, Kearney, Hayden,
Riverside and Kelvin should take
precautions to protect life and
property from potential flooding in
the Gila River. An evacuation
order for about 200 residents in
the Holly Acres area west of
Phoenix was lifted during the
weekend, but residents were told
to stay on alert in case the Salt
River began surging, county offi
cials said.

Because of the contamination
from landfills' and broken sewage
lines the state Department of
Health Services issued a public
health advisory warning that wa
ter or food exposed to floodwaters
shoula not be consumed.

Officials said the move is a
precautionary measure and that it
is not an indication of widespread
health problems. However, testing
will be conducted to see if there is
a "residual effect" from the flood
waters, said Daniel Roe, spokes
man for the Division of Emergency
Management.

By Sunday afternoon, a 400-foot
by-80-foot section of the Tri-City
Landfill was missing, state officials
said. Despite the breach in the
landfill, which is operated by the
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian
Community, garbage from Mesa
and Scottsdale continued to be
dumped at the site.

"We were out there yesterday
(Saturday), and we saw a number
of Mesa trucks dumping trash,"
John Godec, DEQ spokesman, said
Sunday. "There's trash going in
one side and coming out the other
side in the river."
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the outside walls of a house.
Place them away from the house
to prevent floodwaters from
reaching the home.

• Listen to radio and television
for shelter locations.

.If authorities issue flood
warnings, fill bathtubs with water
for an uncontaminated supply of
water.

.If you are advised to evacu
ate, secure your home if you
have time. Move garbage cans,
gardening equipment and furni
ture inside so it doesn't float
away.

.Turn off electrical switches
at the main breaker box to avoid
damage to wires.

• Follow evacuation routes. Do
not try to find shortcuts on your
own.

.Tell another family member
where you are going.

The Red Cross has one
shelter open at Littleton School,
1252 S. 115th Ave. in Cashion.
For information, call Claudia
Schnagl at the Red Cross using
pager number 631-8790.

where the river's going to run," he
said.

Manion said most city landfills
near the river should be in good
shape but there are concerns about
the Del Rio landfIll, between 7th
and 16th streets just north of the
Salt River. Rocks and other rubble
were dumped near the landfill to
keep water from flowing under it.

Eva Smith watched water flow
by the 51st Avenue bridge. She
worried that if the river rose much
further it would reach her trailer
near the river's south bank.

"What's going to happen to my
chickens and my ducks and my
geese?" she asked.

Flooding and weather problems
were r€ported statewide, but dam
age was particularly severe in
Tucson. Pima County officials de
clared an emergency Friday morn
ing and asked Symington for
permission to use ational Guard
troops and federal funds if needed.

Sgt. Ron Benson, a spokesman
for the Pima County Sheriff's
Office, said dozens of intersections
were flooded and five Tucson
schools were closed because of
flooding.

Several bridges were reported
swaying. The Ina Road bridge over
the Santa Cruz River was closed
because water was tearing away
supports near the pilings.

Symington released state funds
to local emergency services offices
for evacuations and water control
efforts. He said early Friday that
major bridges and -dams on the
Salt and Verde rivers were sound.

"But there is a big storm
coming," Symington said.

Includes information from
reporters David Hoye, Mike
McCloy, Mike Padgett, Betty Reid,
Roberto Sanchez, Tom Spratt and
Judi Villa.

During the Valley flood watch,
the Phoenix Fire Department and
the Central Arizona chapter of
the American Red Cross offer
the following tips to Valley
residents in flood areas:

• Move valuables to high
ground.

• Place sandbags near homes.
The Fire Department has sand
available behind stations at 10
locations:

1. Station 12, 4243 N. 32 St.
2. Station 13, 2828 N. 48th St.
3. Station 17, 1513 E. Missouri

Ave.
4. Station 18, 5019 N. 23rd

Ave.
5. Station 22, 230 E. Roeser

Road.
6. Station 24, 2602 N. 43rd

Ave.
7. Station 30, 7717 No. 27th

Ave.
8. Station 31, 5730 E. Thun

derbird Road.
9. Station 36, 21602 N. Ninth

Ave.
10. Station 41, 2501 W.

Morningside Drive.
Do not stack sandbags against

Flood tips

Acres.
"I've seen refrigerators and cars

go by. Now we're just waiting to
see some houses float down," Eva
Anderson said.

Hundreds of people made their
way to the banks of the river at
Mill Avenue Friday afternoon to
stare in amazement at the muddy
rapids before them. They came on
foot, bicycle, skateboard and car to
survey the water and the damage
it did to the new Mill Avenue
Bridge.

A group of girls offered a man
with a camera $2 for a snapshot of
themselves in front of the river.
Dozens of other onlookers brought
along video cameras to record the
event.

"It's kinda morbid, but I might
hang around a bit longer to see if
anything else falls in," said Peter
Cervelli, an Arizona State Univer
sity student who had a video
camera on his houlder.

Others viewed the river as an
educational event. Heather Bavol
trotted about a dozen preschoolers
down to the river bank at Mill so
they could see a "real river."

"We thought we'd show them
some history in the making," said
Bavol, acting director of Congrega
tional Child Care in Tempe. "Most
of these kids have lived here their
whole life, so they've never seen
this."

Phoenix City Manager Frank
Fairbanks said homes and busi
nesses near the river could be
flooded. But he said probably fewer
than 100 homes and businesses
would be affected unless waters
rise dramatically.

Pat Manion, Fairbanks' aide
handling the flood preparations,
said the city is trying to forecast
which low-lying areas might be hit
hardest by flooding. He said mak
ing such projections is difficult.

"I don't think anyone knows
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River Project to release runoff
from its reservoirs, turning the
Salt River into a conduit for dirty,
churning water scuffed with white
caps.

No deaths or severe injuries
were reported Friday, and no
damage estimates were available. FLOOOS
However, the water releases were F A1
potentially so destructive that ro:.-.-m__
Gov. Fife Symington spent most of Symington said as he looked down
his day evaluating the situation. at the bridge. "Look at all the

Symington declared the flood debris on the surface. It's really
emergency early Friday, then unbelievable."
joined U.S. Sen. John McCain, Symington also inspected the
R-Ariz., for a helicopter tour of the Tri-City Landfill, a huge installa
swollen river. One of the first tion on the banks of the river in
things he saw was the damage to the Salt River Pima-Maricopa In
the new Mill Avenue Bridge in dian Community. Water has
Tempe, an unfinished span that ripped open the landfill, exposing
partially collapsed by afternoon. construction debris and raising

"That is an incredible sight," _fears that more pounding could
See _ FLOODS Page A6 wash away the more-toxic trash

, buried there.
The river flow peaked at 124,000

cubic feet per second Friday night.
It was the highest since SRP
released 178,000 cfs into the river
in 1980.

The disastrous floods of 1978
taught Valley bridge builders an
unforgettable lesson. Those floods
claimed several bridges, and most
of those now in use are designed to
handle heavy water in the 200,000
cfs area.

The Gilbert Road, 35th Avenue
and state Route 85 bridges were
closed. The Central Avenue and
51st Avenue bridges remained
open, though the water flow was
near the capacity of the Central
Avenue bridge and exceeded what
the 51st Avenue bridge is supposed
to handle.

Authorities evacuated at least
three areas near the river Friday.
The Red Cross set up two emer
gency shelters for people flooded
out of their homes.

One at Westwood High School in
Mesa was set up to handle the 210
people that could be evacuated
from the Hawaiian Family Mobile
Home Park. The other shelter at
Littleton Elementary School in the
West Valley was opened to handle
the 200 people evacuated from the
Holly Acres community.

Between 50 and 60 residents of
the Salt River reservation also
were evacuated. Most of them
spent the night with relatives.

Heavy equipment strained to set
up barriers to the rising water
near Holly Acres. As backloaders
roared nearby, Louis Michelena
stared in disbelief as the water
lapped at the dike near his son
property.

Although the water had been
rising all day, his son didn't find
out that his trailer, barn and
animals were in danger until 2:30
p.m.

"I don't know what I'm going to
do with those damn cows," Miche
lena said, looking at three
wide-eyed cattle inside a barbed
wire pen. "They're too mean for
me to get in there."

Michelena managed to get two
of the four gray horses that
roamed the property into a horse

+ trailer, and he yelled instructions
in Spanish to three men he hired
to help him pack valuables.

"I'm going to get out of here
before too long. This is just a
shame that all this may be gone,"
he said. Minutes later, his son
arrived with a rented trailer and
began packing.

Propane tanks, cars and animals
were reportedly spotted floating
down the raging river near Holly

?Hoc'""'.DIX 6Am}Z;
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Powerful water releases that
tore up a new bridge on the Salt
River, sliced into a landfill and
forced the governor to declare a
statewide emergency are expected
to continue beyond the weekend.

More storms are expected into
next week.

The torrent of water running
through the usually dry Salt River
had officials scrambling from one
crisis to another Friday while
trying to predict what would
happen next.

Dozens of people were evacuated
from homes near the river as the
water flow reached levels that
haven't been seen since the floods
of 1980, which killed three people
in the Valley.

Heavy rain has forced the Salt

By Glen Creno and Susan Herold
THE PHOENIX GAZETIE

·ver rages; new storm
Salt threatens to swamp
homes in IOw-"lying areas
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After experiencing three floods in 20 years, the Walker family of Holly Acres has developed a
system to save the things they can't truck out.

Once again, river threatens
to wash away family's home

PH~IJ/X 6AZe:!tE
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Peter Schwepker I THE PHOENIX GAZETTE
Linda Bevins and her cat prepare to Join the rest of the family
and leave their home, which is threatened by the Salt River.

By Diana Balazs prepared to move to higher
THE PHOENIX GAZETTE ground, Bevins spoke over the

Al Bevins and his family were in river's roar. Only a rock-encrusted
a hurry. earthen dike ,Protected residents

So was the Salt River. from ~he ragIng waters on the
B . 200 'd t other slde.evms was among reSl en s

of Holly Acres, a rural community "Y'fe've. been through it before,"
west of Phoenix, advised to evacu- BeVlns sald.
ate their homes Friday as the Salt He has lived in the area since
River threatened to overflow its 1973, weathered two other major
banks and spill into acres of floods, then returned and rebuilt.
farmland and homesites. The family lives at the river's

As his family packed up and See • EVACUATE, Page A6

+

safety. They were helped by a
friend, Pat Melligan, whose home
was safe from the floodwaters.

"I'm very sad," Linda Bevins,
42, said. "The kids were born down
here."

Al Bevins said the family will
stay with his mother a few miles
away until the danger passes.

If the river spills its banks,
Bevins said he plans to rebuild.

"I love"it," he said. "It's home."

and Tawney, 9, the couple say.
But on Friday, it was anything

but ideal. The Bevinses found a
note on their door Friday after
noon. It was from the Maricopa
County Sheriffs Office, asking
them to leave their house and go to
a Red Cross shelter set up at
Littleton Elementary School,
115th Avenue and West Buckeye
Road.

On Friday, the Bevinses first
moved their horses and cows to

edge, where 121st Avenue dead
ends, in a modest two-story home
built by Bevins and his mother,
Rosella Davis, 65.

The home is surrounded by
stately old trees. On Friday, the
family stored equipment and other
items high in the branches.

Bevins showed visitors water
marks on the side of the house left
by the river during a flood in 1980.

The house was rebuilt· after a
1978 flood that destroyed Bevins'
original home.

He pointed to some cinder
blocks in the back yard.

"There's a water meter there. A
faucet. That used to be the back of
the old house," he said.

Some might call the family
crazy for living so close to a river.
Bevins, 48, doesn't see it that way.

"Nobody bothers us pretty much
out here," he said.

The family owns about two
acres. The area is peaceful and
teeming with wildlife. It's an ideal
place for Bevins and his wife,
Linda, to raise Austin, 5, Alana, 7,

• EVACUATE From A1

Valley streets act as storm drain
What is it about Arizona that That's how the water gets here.

occasionally causes street flooding And once it does, it tends to stay.
and turns the Valley of the Sun "When it rains heavily t'he city
into a tidal basin? gets flooded because the;e are no

The area is a drain for 50,000 washes creeks or channels to
~quare miles o~ watershed, cover- carry bff the water," said Paul
mg most of ArIZona and parts of . Kienow, a county flood plain
New Mexico. management engineer. "There are,

The flooding along the Salt and some storm drains and canals, but
Agua Fria rivers is caused when no natural drainage from 48th
riverbanks overflow with runoff Street to the Agua Fria but
from higher elevations. streets."

•

•

•
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'Although the incoming
storm does not look as
if it will be quite as wet
as the very wet storm
this past week, it still Is
a wet storm.' C . Ell'- ralg IS

Weather Service forecaster

How to handle
flash flooding
Before the flood
• Make plans for where you will
go if you need to leave quickly.
• Prepare an emergency supply
kit for your home and automobile
with a three-day supply of food and
water, sanitary supplies, flashlight,
battery operated radio, first-aid kit
and impOrtant personal papers. '
• Know how to tum off electrical,
water and gas service connec
tions.
• Report all broken or disrupted
utility lines.

When a flash flood watch .i~

issued:
• Travel only if necessary.
• If you must drive, make sure
your vehicle is, operating properly.
and has sufficient fuel - and that
you know how to get to higher
ground.

When a flash flood warning is
issued:
• Don't enter washes, unbridged
crossings or rising creeks ?nd

;rivers. , '
• If your vehicle stalls out if! a
flooded area, abandon it immedia
tely.

After the flash flood watch or
warning is canceled:
• Check radio or television reports
for follow-up information on road
and bridge closures. ' .'

Some reSidents at' Mesa's Aloha
Trailer Park, near Country Club
Drive and McKellips, looked at their
trailers from behind a police' barri
cade.

Families who lived in six tr~ilers

were evacuated at noon Friday in
anticipation of rising wate~ from the
nearby Salt River. But 'by 11 a.m.
Saturday there was no mor(i .than a
puddle in the drive in fro~t, Of the
trailers. ' . '.' ,

West of Phoenix at the Holly Acr.es
subdivision, water rose' only high
enough to irrigate the yards of the
homes which had been evacuated F)i-
day. ,

"They got enough to wet the yard," hard. "We had a lot.of flooding. There
said Sgt. Jay Ellison, a Mari~opa, are 50 different intersections closed,
County Sheriff's Office spokesman. 30 of those are in the' city of Tucson,"

Residents were allowed to return Pima County Sheriff's Sgt, Ron Ben
to their homes with the understanding son said. He said there were no
they might be forced to leave again at reports of structural damage to
shori notice, he said. bridges. /

Winslow declared a s~te ill pJDpr· He. sairl t.hp nort.heast portion of
gency after disCoverrng large breakS...... ~cso~ was th.~hardest hit ~y the Ril- ,
in dikes holding back the LittlE;0UtR River, which was receding Satur-.
Colorado River. ' ·-""day. ,

Water poured into the Ames Acres , "We're prepatrin
t
g ~orh TUfesd~Y

subdivision where· ~bout 75 ,homes .~ when we expec up 02 mc es o. ram.
had been evacuated, said Capl Larry ~ If that does h~ppen, ther: will be
Baldwin acting Winslow police chief. • some problems, ~nson saId: "

, d ' Frida In northern Arizona, about 50 pea-
. The b~ were foun y pie w~re evacuated in both the

rught and rnmates from a n:arby , Sedona area and Verde Lakes corn
state prison filled sandbags ~ an munity near Camp Verde.
attempt to shore them up, he saId. , .

In the soutJiern part of the state, Tribune reporter:. P;/tricia LIkens_
Pima County officials report being hit ~ontributed.to this rep?rt. '

Rain
From page A1

· was not considered over until early
· Friday.· dumped up to nearly 2.5
, inches of rain in some parts of the
· Valley and 3 inches in north Glendale,
· said Craig Ellis, a Weather Service
forecaster'" , ,-, "

Anotlier wet storm was expected to
· hit the state late Saturday and the
. Valley by/today, he said.
· ':Although the incomirig storm does
not look as if it will be quite as wet as

· the very wet storm this past week, it
·still is a wetstorm with an abundance
·of tropical moisture,'~ Ellis said.
,,' A flash flood and flood watch was
-issued Saturday for western Arizona
and today for all of Arizona, he said.

.. The approaching storm traveled
'. along the Southern California coast
.. and may dump anywhere from .75 to
'11/2 inches of rain, Ellis said.
~"The ground won't be soaking it up
·so any additional rain will be running
·off rapidly," he said.
. The storin should move out by
'Monday, but· another storm may hit
·the state Wednesday with no end of
~the rainy weather in sight.

"The outlook is for continued above
normal rainfall," Ellis said, adding,
"We're in a wet pattern that looks like
it's going to be here for a while."

He said the aftereffects of El Nino
:are one reason for the increased rain
fall.

EI Nino is a warm, inshore current
off the West Coast that causes the
trade winds to lighten and change
direction; bringing more rain. The

'additional rain remains during the
next season, Ellis said.

Unbridged crossings like that at
McKellips Road and the bridge on
Gilbert Road will remain closed until
water levels drop, authorities said.
, Red Cross evacuation centers in
Mesa and near Cashion closed early
due to lack of evacuees.

"We just don't think people want to
leave their homes," said Claudia
Schnagl, a Red Cross spokeswoman.

Volunteers at the Westwood High
School evacuation center went home
late Saturday after none of the 200
projected people showed up, she said.

"We don't know if people are stay
ing with family or friends or just don't
know the type of assistance avail-
able," she said, ,

Mark Trujillo of the Central Ari-
zona Shelter Services, a homeless

, shelter ~ in Phoenix, guessed many
· homeless who camp near the river
: are fending for themselves elsewhere.
He said the shelter was at capacity

, with a waiting list of 25.
:He s<iid he knows of about 30 peo

'pIe who Usually camp near the river.
,"People on the river are pretty self
,sufficient and try to hang on out there
and not come inside if they don't have
,to," he said. ,

The Red Cross opened its switch
board to the public in anticipation ~f

·callers needing help, but closed It
several hours later after no calls were
received, she said.

The flash of silllShine Saturday gave pe0
ple the chance to survey flood-related
damage and prepare for the next storm
expected today.

National Weather Service forecasters say
more bad weather could dump up to an inch
of rain on the already saturated ground.

Statewide no deaths or serious injuries
were repor~ from the storm and, despite
several precautionary evacuations, few Val
ley homes were flooded, author~ti~ said.

Whalwas left of the $6.6 nullion second
Mill Avenue Bridge, which was under con
struction, hung on while waters battered the
remaining spans. Rushing water tore away
portions of the uncompl~t~sp~ Friday.

Salt River Project offICIals scud they had
reduced the water flow from Granite Reef
Diversion Dam to 100,000 cubic feet per
second by Saturday from a high of 150,000
cfs Friday.

"That should remain steady even through
the next storm," said Scott Harelson, an
SRP spokesman. . .

He said all the dams are in good conditIOn
and called the last storm "manageable"
although SRP recorded a record amount of .
water coming into the system from the
13,000-square-mile watershed. , '

Harelson said Ule previous record was
100,000 cfs and officials eslimate it could ~

reach as high as 140,000 cfs. ,
The storm which started Tuesday and '

By Ruthanne Gilbert
Tribune writer

Dalllage noted
as fresh stann
,targets Valley
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Flooding and high water caused property damage and road'closures throughout Pinal
County last week. Winkelman and Winkelman Flats received heavy flooding.
Flooding of the Gila River left 350 peo'ple temporarily homeless. Damage from the
floodwaters was visible throughout the Casa Grande Valley, as you can see in these

scenes.

In the top photos from left, Casa Grande police closed off Trekell Road just· north of

Kortsen Road last week as the Santa Cruz Wash covered the road. A child's carseat

sits on. top of this abandoned van in Winkelman Flats. Two Coso Grande residents,

Anth.ony Macias, left, and leroy Angel, right, attempt to push a pickup truck out of

the mud in a vacant lot near Cottonwood lane and Morrison Avenue.

Above, a truck dares to cross the bridge on Kelvin Highway at Riverside. The bridge

has been under the waters of the Gila River several times the last two weeks.

port facility Is now under water and part of its'
runway has been washed away.

RESIDENTS OF Kearny look out at the Gila Riv
er, which threatened their new airport. The air-

BONNIE MARISCAL and her family spent mo'st School Gym after their Winkelman home was
of last week at the Winkelman Hayden High flooded last week .

many homes in Winkelman and' caused many
residents to move to emergency shelters.

DRAPES FLOAT from the window as flood wa
ters submerge this home located in Winkelman
Flats. Floods caused extensive damage to

•

•

•
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Utility was organized
after drought in 1890s

VALLEY'S LIFELINE

By Guy Webster
The Arizona Republic

When the Salt River Project looks back, it sees a 90-year-old
irrigation district and a younger electric utility that, together,
nurtured what became one of the West's biggest cities.

When it looks toward its l00th anniversary, it sees continuing
urban growth and the possibility of a big jump in electricity usage
from a proliferation of electric cars, General Manager Carroll M.
Perkins aid.

Despite the SRP' crucial role in the Valley, some important
aspect of its identIty are unfamiliar to many customer .

For example:
• The utility's two parts are a non-profit corporation that

supplies water and a government body that supplies electricity.
The electric side brings in 99 percent of its revenues.

• The electric side subsidizes the water side with millions of
dollars annually, which discourages water conservation by
making water available at a fraction of its real cost.

• The SRP gets regulatory and tax advantages from being a
government hybrid with publicly elected board members, but only
landowners may vote, and their votes are weighted by how much
land they own.

To make sense of the SRP, it's necessary to know its history.
Nineteenth-century settlers in the Phoenix area copied earlier

Indian practices of irrigating their crops from canals off the Salt
River. However, a long drought in the 1890s inflamed conflicts
about water rights and threatened the community's future.

A committee formed by the Maricopa County Board of Trade
in 1900 proposed a darn on the Salt to create a reservoir about 80
miles east of Phoenix, and in 1902, Congress passed the National
Reclamation Act for encouraging growth in the West by building
water projects.

The Salt River Valley was suited to be the first site for a
project under the new law. Its 13,000 square-mile watershed area,
including mountains where snows accumulate, funneled onto a
fertile plain that already had distribution canals, farms, and about
5,000 people. Landowners in the Valley incorporated the Salt
River Valley Water Users' Association in February 1903 and
pledged their land as collateral for a contract to repay the federal
government for building a darn.

Springe~iIIe

MESA

SRP irrigation
service area

SRP electrical
service area

Gus WalkerfThe Arizona Republic
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SALT RIVER PROJECT
The utility, created by concerned Valley residents after a long drought in the
189Os, was the first project formed under the 1902 National Reclamaton Act.

Michael Meister/The Arizona Republic
Carroll M. Perkins, Salt River Project general manager, says the utility is positioned to provide water and power into the next century.
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1890s drought gave birth to SRP
-18905 DROUGHT, from page PI

The construction of Roosevelt Dam
began in 1905 and was completed in
1911. It cost $10.3 million and the

-lives of more than 30 workers.
Three smaller storage dams on the

Salt and two on its Verde River
tributary were added by 1946.

Hydroelectric generators in the
dams on the Salt made power that the
Water Users' Association could sell to
help pay its construction debts. The
generators also could be used to run
groundwater pumps.

Power district formed
Even with water and electric

revenues combined, though, the asso
ciation had trouble making debt
payments during the Depression. The
Arizona Legislature came to the
rescue in 193 , authorizing formation
of the second part of the RP, the Salt
River Project Agricultural Improve
ment and Power Di trict.

While the Water Users' Association
remains a corporation, the power
district is a unit of government, with
privileges similar to a municipality's.
For example, the SRP sells tax-ex
empt bonds, which attract bond
buyers at interest rates lower than it
otherwise would have to pay on
long-term debt. Also, it escapes state
regulation of electric rates.

To upply central Arizona's rapid
gro th in recent decad the RP has

Id bonds to flOance coal-burning
and nuclear power plant . The bonds
are backed by revenues from electric
customers. Less than 2 percent of the
RP' long-term debt is still backed

b. land. Only about 3 percent of the
electricity that the SRP ells origi-

nates as hydroelectricity.
Since the utility was formed, about

70 percent of the 240,000 acres within
its water-service boundaries has con
verted from farmland to urban use.

Some city residents get water
directly from the SRP for irrigating
their yards, but most who are supplied
by the utility get the water indirectly.
Cities pay the SRP to deliver water to
their water departments, which treat
it and deliver it to customers.

In customer base and in revenues,
the" SRP now looks more like an
urban utility than an agricultural
irrigation project, but farmers still win
most of the elections to its governing
boards. The siphoning of electricity
revenues to cover water expenses - a
$31 million transfer last year to
augment $8 million in water revenues
- benefit farmers since they use
more water in proportIOn to electricity
than urban cu tomers do.

"The major purpo e of our exis
tence is to manage the water that
belongs to the land within the borders
of the project," said Perkins, who has
worked for the SRP for 37 years and
became general manager two years
ago. "That's what has allowed Phoe
nix to become what it is today."

The Arizona Center for Law in the
Public Interest in Phoenix challenged
the constitutionality of acreage-based
voting for the SRP power-district
board in a 1975 law uit. The SRP
argued that weighted voting was
justified because pn ate land was
collateral for original flOancing. The
challenge lost in federal court, won on
appeal, then fell in a 5-4 ruling by the
U.S. Supreme Court in 1981.

The state Legi lature can change
SRP voting rules, and did 0 in 1976.

It added four at-large seats to the
power-district board and allowed
landowners with less than an acre to
vote. All votes count equally in
elections for at-large directors. Voting
is still weighted by acreage for the
board's other 10 seats and for all 10
on the Water Users' Association
board.

The next election will be in April
1994. Fewer than 1 percent of eligible
voters have voted in recent SRP
elections.

SRP's low electric rates
Perkins said he'd like to see more

participation but suggested that the
low turnout may indicate public
satisfaction. The SRP has kept electric
rates for its half-million residential
households averaging 15 to 20 percent
lower than rates charged by Arizona
Public Service Co.

Wben Arizona's growth boom lost
steam in the late 1980$, the SRP
retrenched dramatically. It aborted a
partially built power-plant addition
near St. Johns in 1988, and has cut
more than 1,000 people from its
payroll since 1989. It now employs
about 4,900 people.

The utility is in good shape now to
satisfy customers' water and power
needs for more than the next 10 years,
Perkins said.

Other than the potential for a jump
in power demand if electric cars
become popular growth will be more
moderate than in past decades, he
predicted last week.

Electric-car owners probably would
consume as much, or more, electricity
for their cars as for their homes,
Perkins said.

Although the number of electricity

customers is growing, the consump
tion per household is not.

"In the late 1960s, we were
projecting that customers would be at
20,000 kilowatt hours per year by
now," Perkins said.

Instead, rising energy prices
prompted conservation. Average con
sumption by residential customers has
stayed at 12,000 to 13,000 kilowatt
hours each year since 1974, he said.

The SRP is not planning to build
any more big power plants before
2010, he said.

It has several options for increasing
supplies as needed. Some large whole
sale contracts for sales to Arizona
Public Service give the SRP the right
to cancel on three years' notice and
keep the energy for its own customers.
Also, terms by which the SRP sold a
share of the Palo Verde Nuclear
Generating Station to the Los Angeles
Department of Water and Power in
the 1980$ allow the utility an option
to retake that share after 15 years,
Perkins said.

The utility also will continue
programs for encouraging customers
to reduce energy consumption during
the hours of peak demand on the
system, and programs to improve the
efficiency of its distribution and
transmission network, he said.

The SRP has not decided what type
of power plant to build when it does
need a big addition to supply. Solar,
coal and nuclear sources are all
possibilities, Perkins said.

On the water side, the SRP will
gain additional storage capacity from
a project that is under way to make
Roosevelt Dam higher. There are also
plans to construct an underground
storage system.
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teamed last week to collect toilet
ries, personal-care items, clothing,
blankets and games for an esti
mated 1,100 needy people in
Winkelman, Kearny, Riverside,
Kelvin, Hayden and Dudleyville.
Donations are being accepted at
the 45 APS customer-service of
fices statewide.

Smith's Food & Drug Centers
delivered 2,000 gallons of purified
water to a Red Cross disaster-relief
center in Globe on Thursday.

Besides shelter, food and first
aid, the Red Cross is providing
additional assistance at four service
centers in Winkelman, Camp
Verde, Leupp and Winslow. The
Winslow center, however, is sched
uled to close at noon today.

More information is available by
calling the Red Cross hotline at
1-800-452-9579.

Tax-deductible donations can be
made to the American Red Cross,
Disaster Relief Fund, P,O. Box
17090, Phoenix, AZ 85011.

Meanwhile, those who' want to
apply for federal disaster grants
and loans may call 1-800-462-9029.

Federal relief offices are expec
ted to be opened by Saturday
throughout the state.

risk eases
587 homes lost,
damaged by floods
By Steve Yozwlak
The Arizona Republic

While federal authorities moved
into Arizona on Thursday to begin
providing disaster relief, the Amer
ican Red Cross reported that 587
homes were damaged or destroyed
by this month's floods.

The worst damage was in Gila
County, where 101 single-family
homes, apartments or mobile
homes were destroyed and 52
others damaged. Most of those
destroyed were in the Winkelman
Flats neighborhood in Winkelman.

Homes also were destroyed or
damaged in Coconino, Greenlee,
Maricopa, Navajo, Pima, Pinal and
Yavapai counties, the Red Cross
reported.

The Red Cross has provided
more than 27,000 meals and given
shelter to more than 200 people
since the floods started Jan, 9,

The first truckloads of blankets,
clothing and other supplies col
lected by Arizona Public Service
Co. and KTVK-TV (Channel 3)
were scheduled to arrive early
today at Verdugo Hall in Hayden,
which is serving as an emergency
relief center.

The television station and APS
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Gus WalkerfThe Arizona Republic

However, officials are watching
low-lying areas around the city of
Yuma because of water releases of up
to 10,000 cubic feet per second from
Painted Rock Reservoir, a huge lake
15 miles west of Gila Bend that has
captured most of the runoff through
the Valley from the Salt, Verde, Gila,
Santa Cruz and Agua Fria rivers.

In addition to the Gila River
Indian Community and the San
Carlos Apache Reservation, other
Native American groups under the
federal-disaster declaration are the
Navajo and Hopi tribes.

No new major evacuations were
reported Thursday, said Karan Paul
sen, spokeswoman for the Arizona
Division of Emergency Management.

Eastbound lanes of Interstate 8
south of Casa Grande were open
Thursday after being closed the day
before due to high water in the Santa
Cruz River. A possible closing of
Interstate 10 south of Phoenix never
materialized Thursday when waters in
the Gila River began receding.

Contributing to this article was Freder
ick Bermudez of The Arizona Republic.
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about 10 miles below where he was
swept out of his kayak Monday,
sheriffs Sgt. John Holmes said,

Gila River Indian Reservation
police Sgt. Kevin Lewis, who disap
peared Sunday while checking roads
along the Gila River, remained
missing and was presumed drowned.
Skid marks that would match his
missing Ford Bronco were found near
the washed-out approach to the
Skousen Road Bridge north of Saca
ton.

The first death attributed to the
flooding was that of Diane Eckert, 39,
of Chandler, on Saturday. A truck in
which she was riding became stuck in
raging waters of the Gila River at
Indian Route 587, northwest of
Sacaton.

Cochise County on Thursday be
came the 12th Arizona county to be
brought under a federal disaster
declaration made earlier in the week
by then-President Bush. The only
three counties that are not under the
declaration are Mohave, La Paz and
Yuma counties in western Arizona
along the Colorado River.

•eglRivers
- RIVERS, from page Al

erosion destroyed a 60-foot section of
a transcanyon waterline. Hiking in the
canyon was restricted, and the Phan
tom Ranch Lodge at the bottom was
ordered closed until Feb. 2.

And the second major natural-gas
explosion in three days sent flames
into the night sky south of Buckeye
on Thursday about 1: 10 a.m. The first
explosion and fire, 13 miles to the
west on the same El Paso Natural Gas
pipeline, occurred late Tuesday after
floodwaters on the Gila ruptured the
line and river debris or a nearby
electrical line igni~ed the escaping gas.

No injuries were reported in the
fires.

Floodwaters about 40 miles north
of Phoenix drowned a fifth apparent
victim late Wednesday ,when Hector
Chivera, 21, of Rock Springs, was
swept down the Agua Fria River as he
tried to cross it on horseback on his
way to Black Canyon City.

Maricopa County sheriffs Sgt. Jay
Ellison said Chivera's horse was
found, but his body was not.

Ellison also identified an apparent
suicide victim on the Gila River at
(i7th Avenue as Dennis D, Petrinjak,
35, of Phoenix. Witnesses told depu
ties that Petrinjak drove his pickup to
the river We-inesday, left it running,
got out, waded into the water and was
swept downstream. His body has not
been found.

Ellison said family members told
investigators that Petrinjak had emo
tional problems.

In Gila County, the body of Wesley
Hall, 29, of Glendale, was recovered
from Tonto Creek on Wednesday,
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• •Krizona
inundation
~ld story
l .

~ven storage dams
+~ften inadequate

,,"1"1.. .
,B.y James E. Cook
IT,t:te Arizona Republic

h: honically, one reason for the
:coiistruction of Roosevelt Dam, and
~Vie- other Salt and Verde river dams
'that followed, was to control floods
,;that periodically ravaged farms and
Uowns in the Salt River Valley.
~-j' The other reason, of course, was to
~store water so farmers could use it,.
~d\Jfing sometimes-prolonged dry
.spells.
~ ~.Release of t)1at stored water period
'. ically threatens the Phoenix area, as it
:aoes now. /
~ ,:"Newspaper reports and official
•~ea:ilier obserVations compiled by the
:University of Arizona suggest that
,n~iidreds of floods have rampaged
.(b.rough Arizona during the past 115

.>~~er "monsoons" or winter
5t"arms from the Pacific tax the ability
ot desert soil to absorb water and of
siiauow streambeds to handle the
runoff..:-~ In February, 1892, the Salt River
yalley experienced its worst flood
.since modern settlement began in
1867. Residents heard an ominous
foar from the Salt, which soon
flooded areas that are now part of
downtown Phoenix, dissolving many
adobe dwellings and leaving hundreds
homeless.
. During a flood in 1897, a newspa
per writer likened downtown Phoenix
to a busy harbor and punned, "The
City Hall bell was ringing wet
tonight."
. Roosevelt Dam was dedicated in

J911, and the other dams followed .
•i.. Floods occasionally have collapsed
'earthen dams in other Arizona water
sheds.
;. Just after midnight Feb. 22, 1890,
Walnut Grove Dam collapsed as
heavy rain taxed the holding capacity
of the earthen structure. The breach
released a 900-acre lake into the
narrow canyon of the Hassayampa
River north of Wickenburg.
: No accurate death toll is available,
put newspapers of the time speculated
that 60 to 70 people drowned. A
mining camp named Seymour, south
'of Wickenburg, simply disappeared.
!" Some other memorable Arizona
flOods:
,:: ...As .many as 50 homes and
ousinesses collapsed in Tucson after
5:3. inches of rain fell in 70 minutes on
July II, 1878. The storm was
~widespread: Two Anny lieutenants on
.horseback drowned when a flood
~swept through a canyon in the

t
'ChiricahUa Mountains.
. A 1985 University of Arizona
study, "Climate of Arizona," said the

teading cause of weather-related
deaths in Arizona always has been
flash floods.

t: • On Labor Day weekend in 1970
~i people died when heavy rains fell
.in the Pa) n-,,f oUon Rim area.
"One m 13 on reported II.

- tics 0 I"Illl. • tet roUed 0 d
) ed er

~- d: ga here<! in tan)ODS 0
1 ~oW.ard the Salt and erde ri ers.
~:,:~ Department of Public Safety
~ 6ffi~r was killed when he drove his
~pafrol car into Sycamore Creek on
J.... na 7, here a brid e h d been
~ asfied 11.')' by the flood.
,- • R IDto the Rler to

late F brim)' and early . larch 19 0
:cut the "alley in two destroying most
ri"er cro sines. One durable link,

.: however, wa; the Southern Pacific
~Railroad trestle spanning the Salt at
:Ti:rripe.
i: ":ith help from the Southern
;Pacific Co. and Amtrak, the state
~Depanment of Transportation assem
;bled a seven-car, dual-locomotive
;commuter train. Temporary passenger
~stations were opened in Mesa, Tempe
'and Phoemx.
? • Several days of rain beginning
;Oc.r. 1, 1983, caused devastating
~f100ds in several areas of southern and
'eastern Arizona, ultimately killing 15
~ people and causing an estimated
·5300 million in damage.
I The hardest-hit towns were Clifton,
~Tucson. and Willcox, where Hooker
:Dam failed, releasing a wall of water 8
•miles wide.

According to some newspaper
: accountS. that may have been Ari
izona's costliest flood.
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Michael Ging/The Arizona Republic

On the Verde River, water surges over Horseshoe Dam's spillway. The floodgates on the dam along the Maricopa·Yavapai county line were wide open Friday.

Victoria Buckner/The Arizona Republic

Judy Hill, who lives near the confluence of the Gila and Salt rivers, has a
system for dealing with floods. When her log home is threatened, she and her
husband, Jerry, suspend their furniture from the ceiling's log beams.

(

CY
~

~ Rob Schumacher/The Arizona Republic

Floodwaters churn around a span from Tempe's half·built Mill Avenue bridge after a plywood span collapsed. The Salt River was running at'
80,000 cubic feet per second Friday when portions of the bridge started falling.

MORE
INSIDE:
BRIDGES: Six
spans are
closed, and
floodwaters
tear down part
of another
under
construction,
All
ARIZONA:
Numbers tell
the story
around the
state, All
Q&A: Answers
to some
questions about
the flooding,
A20
LANDFILL:
Floodwaters
breach dump
north of Mesa,
sending debris
into Salt River,
Bl

Waste flows
into waters
from sewage,
landfill
By Steve Yozwiak
The Arizona Republic

The worst floods in a decade raced
through Arizona on Friday, forcing
evacuations of hames, damaging at
least one bridge, and washing waste
from a controversial landfill and
from sewage-treatment plants into
rivers.

The flooding could worsen dra
matically with more rain forecast this
weekend, possibly ~ndangering

homes and bridges along the Salt
River through Phoenix. .

Although several people had to be
rescued Friday from swollen streams,
there were no reported deaths.

"It's like a giant river of milk
chocolate," Gov. Fife Symington
said as he watched the roaring Salt
River erode the Tri-City Landfill
north of Mesa during the afternoon.

Rains forecast for the next week
could force the Salt River Project to
double its current releases of water
from dams upstream into the swollen
Salt River, threatening parts of the
Valley with the heaviest flooding
since 1980, said Darrell Jordan,
SRP's manager of water-resources
management.

Bridges and washes across the Salt
River were closed Friday night at
these points: 35th, 51st, 67th, 9lst
avenues, McKellips and Gilbert
roads, and all unbridged washes, said
Sgt. Jay Ellison of the Maricopa
County Sheriff's Department. He

- See FLOODS, page A 10
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and with more treacherous rapids.
Jeff Boatman, a veteran helicopter pilot

for Air Services Air Charter, said the
impressive scene along the Verde reminded
him of the floods that devastated the Valley
in 1980.

"I haven't seen the river flow like this in a
long time," Boatman said.

At Horseshoe Dam, which creates the
Horseshoe Reservoir along the Maricopa
Yavapai county line, the floodgates were
wide open as water surged from the spillway
and roared downstream with awesome force"
leaving a trail of white foam for more thaq a,
mile below the dam.

Along both the Salt and Verde, the n1noff'
in normally dry desert washes afforded rare I

glimpses of countless waterfalls in the cliffs
and mountains above the two rivers.

There were occasional boaters on Apach.e
and Canyon lakes, braving the muddy waters,
and the debris that seemed to choke portions
of both lakes.

Maricopa County officials have evacuated
an area from 105th Avenue to the Agua·Pria
River, south of Southern Avenue to the Gila
River, said Bob Bishop, director of emer-'
gency management for the county.

Tempe police spokesman.
One of the more dramatic rescues

took place late Thursday night, when
Prescott firefighters pulled an 18-year
old Cottonwood woman from raging
Dry Beaver Creek near McGuireville.

Yavapai County Sheriffs officers
said Amy Janes was canoeing on the
creek when her boat overturned. She
grabbed a tree and held on for seven
hours until rescuers arrived, she told
officers. The tree was about 40 yards
offshore in the middle of a river that is
usually dry but on Thursday was
nearly 400 feet wide.

Near Tucson, Pima County sher
iffs deputies said a 40-year-old man
was hospitalized with hypothermia
after he ignored deputies' warnings
and tried to cross a swollen segment
of Tanque Verde Wash. Witnesses saw
the man, identified as Robert Hewett,
carried away by strong currents. He
was found about 90 minutes later
clutching some brush and was airlifted
to a local hospital.

In Phoenix, the 35th Avenue bridge
was closed at 2 p.m. but not before
water rushing over its southern access
nearly killed two people.

Phoenix police Sgt. William John
ston said the people were stranded on
an island surrounded by raging waters
and had to be rescued by police
helicopter.

North of Cave Creek early Friday,
a man who discovered a foot of water
running through his house was
rescued about four hours later by a
television news helicopter, said Matt
Phillips, spokesman for the Ru
rallMetro Fire Department.

The man, Michael Harris, lives in a
wash but took refuge inside a pickup
truck that was sitting on a high spot
and called authorities by using a
portable telephone, Phillips said.

"We arrived and found him pretty
much stranded on an island," Phillips
said. "He was talking to other people
on the telephone when we were out
there."

Four dogs and a cat also were
rescued at the site.

But a cat that fell into the Salt
River near Central Avenue was not so
lucky. One man waded out into the
water to reach the animal, but

- See FLOODING, page A 11

anticipated" because of heavy recent rains,
Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., said before
taking a 90-minute helicopter ride with
ymington, SRP official and the Army

Corps of Engineers to survey the floods.
Phoenix Mayor Paul Johnson and Street

Transportation Director Jim Matteson also
flew over Phoenix to assess problems.

"If some type of (dam) breach took place,
we are prepared to do any evacuation that we
would need," Johnson said.

Officials said it's too early to make
authoritative comparisons to the big floods
that struck the Valley in 1978, 1980 and
1883. The "100-year flood" in February 1980
caused an estimated $63 million in damage.

Then-Gov. Bruce Babbitt to declare a
state of emergency in Maricopa, Gila and
Yavapai counties. Four days later, President
Carter declared the three counties major
disaster areas, opening the door to about
$21 million in federal aid.

Where the gushing Salt and Verde rivers
met above Granite Reef Dam, the Verde was
by far the most powerful and the most
spectacular. From the air, its raging torrents
sliced directly into the flow of the Salt,
almost seeming to choke off the other as it
thundered downstream - darker, swifter

said these crossings likely would be
closed for days.

Grand Avenue was closed from
101st to lllth avenues.

Earlier Friday, the governor de
clared a "statewide flood emergency,"
a first step toward obtaining state and
federal aid for victims.

Dams along the Salt, Verde and
Agua Fria rivers seemed to be
operating normally, though Roosevelt
Dam has "lots of construction at risk"
because of rising water, Symington
said after an observation flight.

Two more storms are expected to
sweep through central Arizona by
Wednesday and together could drop
an additional 2 inches of rain on the
watersheds of the Salt and Verde
rivers, said Anton Haffer, area man
ager for the National Weather Service.

Rain again is expected in Phoenix
tonight and "we expect most of the
state to be under rainfall, heavy at
times, during the day on Sunday,"
Haffer said. Rain also is expected
Tuesday night and Wednesday.

The most recent storm dumped as
much as 7 inches of rain - the
amount of rain the Valley gets in an
average year - on some parts of the
central Arizona watershed including
both the Salt and Verde basins.

The National Weather Service
extended flash-flood warnings until 9
a.m. this morning for Maricopa, Gila,
Pinal and Yavapai counties.

The Verde River, before it reached
the dams, raged Friday at up to
190,000 cubic feet per second - about
10 times the average Colorado River
high. Some trailer parks along the
Verde and its tributaries were evacu
ated. The Salt River tore through the
Valley at up to 150,000 cfs.

Friday's flooding marked the Salt
River's highest flow since a 1980
flood, when it reached 180,000 cfs,
said David Carpenter, deputy meteo
rologist for the Weather Service.

Two spans of the new Mill Avenue
bridge under construction in Tempe
were destroyed. Even though the old
Mill Avenue bridge was not closed to
traffic, officials were keeping a close
watch to make sure debris from the
new bridge did not damage supports
on the old, said Officer Dick Steely,

Flo ds roar
through
Arizona
- FLOODS, from page A 1

- FLOODING, from page Al0

Phoernx firefighters at the scene ordered him
out because of the danger that he, too, would
be S\ ept away. The cat then was wept out
of view and was not found.

Phoenix police officers stopped at squat
ters camps scattered along the river bank,
warning homeless residents to leave. If no
one was there, the officers left notes to alert
them to the dangerous conditions.

High water in arroyos made many roads
impassable for school buses, and school was
canceled for thousands of pupils throughout
the state. A Friday-night basketball game at
Cactus Shadows High School also was
postponed, and New River Elementary
School was encitcled with sandbags "as a
preventative measure" against rising waters
in New River, east of the school, Principal
Patrick Lahaie said.

SRP officials said they believe they have
been prudent in operating the dam system,
leaving additional flood capacity at Roosevelt
Dam while it's under expansion. If SRP had
left more room in the dam system, officials
said, they would have run the risk of not
having enough water this spring.

"I don't think these kinds of releases were

~
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~ Flooding closes bridges, forces
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Flood
evacuations
in the state
Several schools
get 'rain day' off
By Mark Shaffer
The Arizona Republic

Numbers told the story of up
heaval, from one corner of the state to
the other:

More than 500 people in Winkel
man and near Tucson and Camp
Verde had been evacuated from their
homes by Friday afternoon.

About 350 of them were evacuated
Thursday night from low-lying areas
along the Gila River in Winkelman,
about 70 miles north of Tucson.

That was followed by the evacua
tion of about 65 families in the
Tanque Verde area on the outskirts of
Tucson on Friday morning.

And Camp Verde marshal's spokes
woman Sharon McCormack said 30
people were evacuated about noon
Friday from a trailer park at Verde
Lakes, south of Camp Verde, and a
National Guard helicopter was used
to successfully evacuate about a dozen
other people stranded by high water
in the Verde River.

Logs believed to have come from a
debris darn on an upstream creek
crashed down the Little Colorado
River past Winslow as the river rose
to within a foot of the Interstate 40
bridge Friday night.

Authorities urged residents between
Winslow and the southwestern Navajo
Reservation community of Leupp to
move out and said those living at
Cameron should be prepared to move
today.

Navajo President Peterson Zah also
declared an emergency in the Birdspr
ings and Leupp areas, where Arizo
na's Emergency Management Depart
ment sent helicopters to evacuate
Navajo families.

Small-scale evacuations also were
conducted in Marana, Sedona, Wins
low and Wickenburg.

Water in usually dry places created
problems in Prescott, where the city's
5,200 pupils got a vacation day.

"Our major concern was the safety
of the kids," said Jim Howard,
superintendent of the Prescott Unified
School District. "Our buses have 18
routes, and we figured we'd have
major problems (with high water)
with at least seven of them."

Howard said Friday's was the first
"rain day" in his eight years as
superintendent.

Several schools in Tucson, Marana
and San Manuel also were closed, and
other schools in outlying areas held
classes but canceled bus service.

Federal officials began releasing
water from Coolidge Darn, 35 miles
southeast of Globe, on Wednesday
because of rising water levels.

The dam was releasing 1,200 cubic
feet a second at midday Friday, and
releases were expected to increase to
1,700 late Friday. About 30,000 cubic
feet per second were entering San
Carlos Lake late Friday from the
flood-swollen Gila, said Barry Welch,
spokesman for the Bureau of Indian
Affairs.

In Williams, storm water over
flowed into a sewage line and flooded
a main street, causing the Arizona
Department of Environmental Quality
to set up barricades.

Sewage overflowed from manholes
in Flagstaff, Payson, Prescott and
Pinewood, and well casings sometimes
were under water. Residents were
urged to boil their water.

Meanwhile, in eastern Arizona,
residents of Clifton, which was rav
aged by floods in 1980 and 1983, kept
a wary eye on the San Francisco
River, which passes through the
center of town.

Contributing to this article were Fred
Smith and Abraham Kwok of The
Arizona Republic, and The Associated
Press.
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c . Here are some whys and what-to-dos concerning the
'Irr flooding in the Valley.
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QUESTIO : Why is this happening now?

A. WER: Friday' flooding was et up by heavy rain last
week and then again thi week. Some areas that drain into
the Salt and Verde rivers received 7 inches of rain from
Wednesday to Friday. The earlier storms had saturated the
ground, leaving nowhere for this week's rainfall to go except
into streams and washes as runoff. About two-thirds of the
water surging through the Valley'S normally dry Salt River
bed Friday was coming from the swollen Verde River.
Roughly 110,000 cubic feet of water per second was being
.released from the Granite Reef Dam, which is below the
point where the two rivers converge.

Q: What will the weather be like through the weekend?

A: Forecasters say the skies will be partly cloudy in the
Phoenix area this morning and afternoon, with scattered fog.
The clouds are expected to build into the evening, with rain
resuming during the night. The National Weather Service
has extended flash-flood warnings for Maricopa, Gila, Pinal

. and Yavapai counties through 9 a.m. today. There is an
80 percent chance of rain Sunday, with some heavy
downfalls expected.

[ Q: What are the chances for widespread flooding?

A: Possible, but not likely, unless the rivers gets
considerably more water than is expected. With few
exceptions, the major bridges in the Valley have been built
to withstand flows of at least 200,000 cfs - about 50,000 cfs
more than is expected. And those estimates are conservative.
For example, the bridge that crosses the Salt River at
Central Avenue has a capacity of 125,000 cfs, but it
withstood the 1980 floods that peaked 178,000 cfs.

Q: Is there space left behind the dams to protect the Valley
from catastrophic flooding?

A: Yes, for now. But it depends on how much rain falls.
On the Salt River, Roosevelt Lake still has room for 250,000
acre-feet of water. The two reservoirs along the Verde River,
and Horseshoe and Bartlett lakes have 40,000 acre-feet
between them, and were not full Friday, but they were filling
at the rate of 190,000 cfs.

Q: Where can I get sandbags?

A: They generally are available at fire stations and
public-works facilities. Residents are asked to bring their
own shovels. City officials also say that residents can make a
sandbag of sorts by filling a plastic bag halfway with water.
Individual are asked to call their local police departments
or the Maricopa County Sheriff's Office in an emergency.

Q: What major areas of the Valley should be avoided?

A: City and county officials say the biggest danger is in an
area they have evacuated bounded by 105th Avenue, the
Agua Fria River Southern Avenue and the Gila River. The
area will be barricaded by the Maricopa County Sheriffs
Office. City and county officials also have closed numerous
streets. The major bridges that have been closed are at
Gilbert Road and 35th Avenue over the Salt River, and at
Arizona 85 over the Gila River, south of Buckeye.

Q: ~ lIat should I look out for when I'm driving to work or
elsewhere?

A: County officials have some common-sense advice to
motorists that sometimes gets ignored: Do not cross
anywhere a road is closed. Road and bridge closures will be
marked with orange diamond-shaped signs and with mounds
of dirt. Officials also advise Valley motorists to stay tuned to
television and radio reports warning of areas where streets
and bridge are closed.

Q: Hasn't this happened before?

A: Yes, including a spurt of three so-called 100-year floods
that set the Valley awash twice in 1978 and then once in
1980. The February 1980 flood caused an estimated
$63 million damage. The floods prompted then-Gov. Bruce
Babbitt to declare a state of emergency in Maricopa, Gila
and Yavapai counties, and four days later, then-President
Carter declared the three counties as major disaster areas,
opening the door to about $21 million in federal aid.

Compiled from reports by David Schwartz, Bob Golfen, Eric
Miller and Jonathan Sidener of The Arizona Republic.
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us. When we have 'it, we have it in
spades. I hear Oak Creek has jumped
its banks and washed out the park at
Los Abrigados Resort. I remember
touring the area when the resort first
opened. My father, who grew up in
Sedona, looked at the picnic tables and
manicured grass and said, "All this will
be washed away someday." I couldn't
picture the picturesque creek gaining
such power. Later I get married on that
plot, walking over a wooden footbridge.
This storm has washed away the bridge
and left debris four feet high in the
trees. I'm sorry about costly destruc
tion, but I'm impressed with the creek.
I'm reminded we are not in charge;
nature permits us to be here, like a
management company making changes
on the property. But the true owner can
- and does - come in and put things
back the way she intends for them to
be. Our landscaped lawns and redwood
tables are a privilege, not a right, that
rain revoked.

We hear about the Little Colorado
jumping its banks and flooding Bush
man Acres in Winslow - "the part of
town where you'd want to live," my
mother, a former Winslow resident,
said. Not now; it's a custom color
sienna flood. Again, people have
decided where they want to live, and
assumed that where water was, water
would stay. They didn't really com
prehend that all land within a large
area around any riverbed is annexed by
a flood. Rains like these shake up the
status quo and cost a lot of money, but
they also reassure us that nature is not
a wimp. The natural order prevails.
Humans are tenants, not rulers.

Water in Arizona is like northern
lights. Brief, dazzling, powerful; even
more meaningful because of its rarity.
It is brash and arrogant; always
imposing and demanding. We bring our
camcorders and lean on the rough waIl,
for a moment able to watch nature
back in charge, making a mess out of
the back driveway.

Michael Ging/The Arizona RepUblic
The Salt River at Gilbert Road. Rains like we've had shake up the status quo and
cost a lot of money, but they also reassure us that nature is not a wimp.

of. Could we stay afloat in that current?
What would it feel like in the chaotic
wet brown? It reminds me of the
Colorado. I've rafted it twice and this
river seems to be moving as swiftly 
and with as much disregard for
anything human-caused.

It stirs our blood. Lyle and I linger
by the wall, almost dizzy from
watching the undulating standing
waves by the opposite bank. Suddenly
we hear a rumble. The hungry water
has devoured another bank. Earlier
we'd watched a power pole twirl in. A
string of stables was folding in farther
down.

The man whose property is being
repossessed by the river stands on the
oppo ite bank. I don't want him to
think we're feeding off his misery as if
the destruction is just theater. I cup my
hands and yell, "We're so sorry!" He
waves. He looks tired.

It's raining hard. Lyle has to go to
work. I drive my baby daughter back to
her grandparents. I'm skittish, full of
energy I can't channel. The proverbial
fire horse, I've seen waves I can't raft.
I'm wild to explore other bridges,
washes; see where else this anarchist
water is causing damage in a town I
know as dry.

I leave my napping daughter with
my mother and run back up to the
Rillito. A sinkhole is forming on the
path I've run for years. What I know is
altered; a parallel universe where
Tucson is flooded. A storm makeover.

Where the Swan bridge crosses, I
look at the Rillito. It beckons me down
the steep bank over the barbed wire.
Attraction and fear: what would it be
like to be carried away on the teeming
tide? Would I be snagged on the fence
torn from some riverside pasture now
beating against the bridge support?

Impressed with the creek
Water does this to people in

Arizona. Its rare appearance galvanizes

When the water
starts flowing in
Arizona, you'd
better believe it is
water with an
attitude.

•

Lisa Schnebly Heidinger is a Phoenix
writer.

By Lisa Schnebly Heidinger
Special for The Arizona Republic

W hen it rains, they run.
Arizona's rivers and

washes spring to life after
rainstorms like someone's added water
to concentrated crystals and created
mega-mondo floods. Not just water,
filling the dry washes and low dusty
beds. Not just runoff seeking larger
tributaries. This is surging, unleashed
water with an attitude - water with a
fist planning a breakout.

I'm standing with by brother Lyle in
his driveway looking over the bank of
the Rillito River in Tucson. I used to
live two doors down; for four years I
watched as the rising sun's rays would
come in through my bedroom window
over the riverbed that was dry in
practice even though its job description
was to carry snowmelt and rain water.
After two raging days of rain last week,
it was running double time, bank to
bank.

I've never seen it like this: rolling
logs, whisking trees, hurling propane
cans and other booty in its path,
shaving off land as it roars around the
bend. It's gabbling earth, shouting - a
waterway on a rampage.

Monster in the wash
Lyle and I, more accustomed to the

bland beige sand behind the garage
door, are spellbound: nature has
created a monster in the wash. We
aren't alone; neighbors wander out with
umbrellas and video cameras. We shout
to one another, partly to be heard over
the roar and partly because we're
excited.

"Looks like the Mississippi!" yells a
bearded man whose two sons are
looking longingly over the wall. I agree
with him and sympathize with them; I,
too, hear the siren song of the water
daring us to fmd out what we're made

Run

run
rIver,
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along the Gila Riv~r between San
Carlos Lake and Florence.

Near Arlington, southwest of Phoe
nix, high water in the Hassayampa
River took out 60 feet of Gillespie
Dam, an earthen structure built to
protect farmland from flooding.

No deaths or serious injuries have
been reported.

By late Sunday, a half-inch of rain
had fallen in the Phoenix area. Three
to 4 inches of snow was reported in
the state's northern and central

- See MORE, page A2

Christine Keith/The Arizona Republic

Outside the World of Wheels car show
at Phoenix Civic Plaza, Michelle Tals
ma, 6, of Gilbert, opens wide for rain.
The girl went to the show Sunday.

But light total
lets SRP cut
flows in Valley

Rain covers
soggy state,
more is·due

By Fred Smith
and Charles Kelly
The Arizona Republic

A saturated Arizona received an
other dose of rain Sunday, but the
amount was light enough that the Salt
River Project was able to reduce its
water flows through the Valley.

Throughout a gray day, a steady
rain fell across the state, under siege
since the middle of last week. More
rain is expected today, with yet
another storm moving in Tuesday,
which may cause more flooding.

Sunday's rainfall was light enough
that the SRP, which controls water on
a 13,OOO-square-mile watershed in
central and eastern Arizona, was able
to reduce its flows to 37,000 cubic feet
per second from Granite Reef Diver
sion Dam into the Salt River.

The flows, which peaked at 124,000
cubic feet per second Friday night,
have produced the state's worst
flooding since 1983.

The SRP report~ Sunday night
that it will increase the flow from
Granite Reef into the Salt to 70,000
cfs by early today because of Sunday's
rainfall.

About 700 people statewide have
been forced to flee their homes, tons
of garbage swept from landfills has
been flowing down the Salt River,
several schools have been closed, and
on Sunday, the National Weather
Service said flooding was imminent

John Samora/The Arizona Republic

~

An umbrella
turned inside out

by winds offers
little protection

to Niels Koepke,
a Tempe man

who checked out
flooding Sunday

under the Mill
Avenue Bridge.

Meanwhile, in
Arlington, about
40 miles south

west of Phoenix,
Larry Molina

(left), 13, and
Daniel Martinez,

11, help clean up
the community's
school grounds.
The school was
flooded by the

nearby Gila
River.•

•

•



Contributing to this article were Jerry
Kammer and Gail Tabor of The Arizona
Republic.

, John Samora/The Arizona Republic .

Tempe police on Sunday block,'the Mill Avenue underpass,
which has been washed out' by thoe Salt Riv.er.•' "'!~"'cl,iJ:'~'',•. ~•.~,

. . ··.:~~~,ut{" 'l'~~li of' ,~~ l~ 'r "'.~~~,i,4.~~~\t ',,4iJ:'"
"r 'I'''~~''I: '~''',. '/i~,~" " '.'':l.l, t~_"~'J'\t

wi?e and',a foot qr tw'? de~p;'s~,lle.~r '
FrIday night to a width:of' s~~eral
hundred yards. Its chocolate-brown
waters topped an 8-foot dike'along the
1SO-foot section that failed. '

On the Navajo Indian Reservation
about SO miles northwest of Winslow,
51 people in three locations were
evacuated Sunday afternoon because
of flooding of the Little Colorado.

Arizona National Guard helicop
ters evacuated six families, a total of
30 people, from Bird Springs, and a
boat rescued a family of five trapped
between Bird Springs and Leupp. At
Indian Wells, six families were evacu
ated,

Traffic corridors that remained
closed Sunday included Arizona 85
and old U.S. 80, both southwest of
Buckeye. Arizona 99 between Wins
low and Leupp was reopened Sunday.

Falling water levels in the Salt
River enabled Phoenix to re-open the
35th Avenue bridge over the river.

The Arizona Republic
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Gillespie
Dam

Arlington
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pie Dam. Water from the Hassay
ampa inundated the farm,' and on,
Saturday, water was a foot deep in the
six homes on the grounds.

"It's gone down some now,"

, '-,' "," '". ' Jerry Kammer/The Arizona Republic

Bill Lucero (left) and Mark Murrey of the Navajo County Road Department stand at a dike that broke
Friday on the Little Colorado River, forcing the evacuation of hundreds of Winslow~rea re~idents.

"

I" i I Vanosd~ll said Sunday. "The water's
out of the houses." \1' .•;

About 1,000 telephone custo~~rs
in Rainbow Valley, southeast of
Buckeye, lost service when flood
waters damaged phone lines crossing
the Gila River, said Dave Banks, a
spokesman for US West.

Service was restored late Sunday by
setting up trucks with microwave
dishes on both sides of the river and
beaming signals across, Banks said.

Receding water west of Phoenix
permitted 200 residents of Holly
Acres to return to their homes. They
were evacuated Friday.

But in Winslow, about 300 resi
dents living in Ames Acres on the
north side of the city were told to
leave their homes Sunday evening for
the second time because of flooding in
the Little Colorado River.

Police Lt. Wayne Wagner said
about 200 men were working to repair
a broken,dike along the river, where
flooding Friday night forced the first
evacuation of nearly 300 people.

The'Little Colorado River, which
usually is no more than a few yards

record releases from Coolidge Dam
into the Gila River, west of the lake.
Those releases were 5,000 cubic feet
per second on Sunday but, will be
increased by today, authorities said.

About 300 residents of Winkelman
Flats along the Gila were evacuated
from their homes Thursday and
remained away late Sunday.

A weekend lull from last week's
heavy downpours permitted many
Arizonans to begin cleaning up.

"Talk about messes - we're deep
in it," said Arlene McKeeby, who
owns the Desert Rose Cafe in the
farming community of Arlington,
about 40 miles southwest of Phoenix.

"We've got roads blocked, farm
fields flooded - you name it."

High water from the nearby Gila
River, which receives flows from the
Salt and Hassayampa rivers, also
flooded the Arlington School, which
serves 132 pupils.

Also in the Arlington area, flooding
occurred at a 1,400-acre cotton farm
operated by Randy Vanosdell, his
parents and other family members
about two miles upriver from Gilles-

More rain
Jtits state,
;,
~ewstorm
~,

predicted
~.

~ MORE, from page Al
~..... ,
~rhountams,

:~: Any optimism about a waning
'flood danger in the Phoenix area had
ao be tempered Sunday by the
~forecasts of more rain.
;, One of the worst problems associ
:ated with the flooding has been a flow
~of debris from the Tri-City Landfill,
north of Mesa, down the Salt River.
Environmentalists have warned that
soaking garbage and sediment will be
left in pools along the riverbed once
the flooding recedes.

Sen. Dennis' DeConcini, D-Ariz.,
IOWho flew over> part' of the flood
l'iiavaged area in an 'Arizona National
~uard . 'helicopter SurtSiay, said the
'alt appeared, to, be, a~ wasteland of
if6baking' rubblsh·froin~: thi heavily
~. '\
~amaged landfill, owned and; operated
~y the Salt River Pima-Maricopa
:Ipdian Community. ,,' .
;. "That's a small disaster; is the best
:?X can say," DeConcini said, adding
~that he hopes to get funds for the
:Army Corps of Engineers 'to study
~how to protect the dump in the-future.! Because of the widespread flooding,
I the state Division of EJ;l1ergencyIManagement said Sunday th~t it .has
jearmarked $100,000 for use In !Vms
How and in eight counties: Yavapai,
lCoconino, Pima, Gila, Maricopa,'
:Graham, Apache and Greenlee.
, ,On Friday, Gov. Fife Symington
Ideclared a state of emergency, which
;would help bring in federal aid.

The Weather Service late Sunday
issued a flash-flood warning for the
Gila River communities of Hayden,
Kearny, Kelvin, Riverside and Win
kelman in southeastern Arizona.

In eastern Arizona, water pouring
Juto San Carlos Lake from the Upper
Dila and its tributaries will force•

•

•
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Prices rising with flood
Yuma County braces for big losses, evacuations pick up

Workers harvest a lettuce field on the Murdock farm at Roll. Shirley Murdock, whose
family has 1,200 acres of prime farmland stretching down to the Gila River and

Mike Ging/The Arizona Republic

fronting it for a half-mile, was trying to beat the clock Tuesday to save her plentiful,
newly matured crop of iceberg lettuce.

Seasonaljobs to be lost
along with farmland

AQI ZW JJA R.£PVrSll t

FEb; ~v, 199J

By Guy Webster
and Mark Shaffer
The Arizona Republic

The Gila River's inevitable flood
ing in Yuma County is raising
vegetable prices already, will end
hundreds of seasonal agricultural
jobs this week, and is expected to
cause tens of millions of dollars in
losses over 20,000 or more acres of
some of the nation's most productive
farmland.

The pace of evacuations picked up
Tuesday for more than 3,500 people
living in lowlands as increasing
amounts of water rushed down the
Gila from Painted Rock Dam.

Federal dam officials raised their
prediction of the coming week's
peak flow by about 50 percent, to
45,000 cubic feet per second. The
flow has been at least 12,000 cfs for
more than a week, but is expected to

Related stories
DEJA VU: Gila flooded same
area in 1927,A2
RIVERS: Moving to clean up
Salt and Gila, 83

reach 16,000 cfs today and 22,500
cfs Thursday.

Wholesale-lettuce prices jumped
by about half Tuesday, or 25 cents a
head.

About 500 workers will lose jobs
when a Yuma lettuce-processing
facility closes Saturday, about eight
weeks earlier than planned. Because
of the expected damage to fields and
roads, Fresh Express, a division of
Bruce Church Inc., decided Tuesday
to move the operation to Salinas,
Calif., this weekend instead of in

- See YUMA COUNTY, page A2
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Workers at
Mohawk Valley
School in Roll
move out the last
of the office
equipment to get
it to higher
ground. The
school is about a
mile and a half
from the Gila
River.

Kee Rash/The Arizon:! Republic

high, so my parents loaded up
everything into a Model T and went
up into the desert. They sat up there a
couple weeks, than came back down. I
remember that just a little bit."

As of Tuesday, seven bridges
between Gila Bend and Yuma ere_
mained open. But the flood is
expected to close them by Thursday,
including U.S. 95 north of Yuma.

Contributing to this article was The
Associated Press.

,
. ,,

MARICOPA

Michael Ging/The Arizona Republic

Memorie~ of '27 flood
Woodhouse's family already has

put one van load of household goods
into storage in Yuma and was packing
another van Tuesday. If the rising
river encroaches on the family home,
it'll move into a mobile home
available on higher ground, he said.

"My parents came here in 1925,
when I was 2. years old," Woodhouse
said. "When ~I was 4, the river got

YUMA

20 km

20 miles

and the concrete ditches that carry
irrigation to the fields.

If floodwaters flow over a field, the
land probably will need expensive
relevelinl!. WOOdhouse said. And if
rising w';-t'er just brings the water table
close to the surface, it will lift salts
that will hurt yields of future cropS
for several years, he said.

"We may get some (federal) disas
ter aid. but that won't pay for
everything by any means," he said.

s

Third of farmland at risk
Howell estimated that the flood

will jeopardize about one-third of the..
farmland in the county.

"It's hard to predict" Howell said.
"We don't know how much water will
be coming down the river or where it
will run or how long it will stay
Iueh.··

-Damaged crop will mclude alfalfa
and recently planted grain, as well as
vegetables, Howell said. Also, normal
Fer-ruary plamiJll;s of cotton and
melons may be delayed or prevented.

"Folks, the Gila River i really out
there:' Yuma Coumy Sheriff Ralph
Ogden told a crowd of aboUl 500 who
gathered Tuesday afternoon at Ari
zona Western College for a briefing
about the flood.

Ogden said the fertile Mohawk
Wellton Valley east of Yuma is
expected to be saturated.

"The ,....hole "alley is going to be
inundated or cut into a bunch of small
islands," Ol!den·said.

Water officials said they are con
cerned about the prospect of much
more water entering the teservoir.

Another rainy weekend is forecast.
There is an ~stimated 2.5 million
acre-feet of snowpack in the high
country and, like Paimed Rock
Resermir. the reservoirs in the Salt,
Gila and Verde river systems are at
capacity, said Herb -Guenther, a
spokesman for the Wellton-Mohawk
Irrigation and Drainage District.

'Storm of two lifetimes'
"What we've had happen to us is

not the storm of a lifetime, it's the
storm of two lifetimes," Guenther
said.

The Army Corps of Engineers has
labeled it a once-in-200-years flood.

Nunes said that his company and
others have an assortment of leasing
and contract arrangements with land
owners and farmers and that terms
vary on which party will bear most of
the loss if flooding ruins lettuce before
harvest.

Bob Woodhouse, a farmer on the
northern side of the Gila near Tacna,
said his lettuce acreage is leased to a
packing company th;t will take the
loss if the crop is damaged. However,
his own crops of alfalfa and wheat are
also at ri k, and he is most worried
about damage to the farmland itself

it. What's going on?' They need to
realize that in the produce industry,
when the price is high, the quality is
poor," Itule said.

Tom Nunes Jr., vice president of
Nunes Co. Inc. in Salinas, said,
"We're probably looking at 10 to .
15 percent of the lettuce we' have in
the field being affected by the
flooding."

Nunes Co. already has harvested all
but about 700 of the nearly 3,000
acres of lettuce it grew in the Yuma
area this winter.

f
April, plant manager Bryan Aguirre
aid.

Of about 600 employees at the
plant, only about 100 will make the
move. The facility chops and bags
lettuce for restaurants nationwide.
Meanwhile, the company has speeded
harvesting from fields likely to be
affected by flooding.

Church is one of several large
produce companies that harvest let
tuce in the Yuma area each winter
and in Salinas each summer.

Seasonal jobs to be lost
Yfany seasonal farm-worker jobs in

the count also will be 10 t when the I

floods ruin crop or make fields
inaccessible, said Don Howell. Yuma
Counry agri ul ural agent for the
'niversi£) of Arizona Cooperati"e

Ex ension.
Yuma Coun y su plies rna t of the

'm er Ie ce on umed in the Cnited
tes. Two-thuds to hree-fourths of

this season's Yuma crop already has
been harvested, but the harvest
normally continues until early April.

About million to 10 million
worth of unharyes ed vegetables prob
ably will be los to the flood within
the next few days. Keith Kelly,
director of the Arizona Department of
AgriculTUre, predicted Tuesday.

"We know there's a disaster headed
down the river," Kelly said, "but we
don't know how bad it'll be yet,
because we don't have any precedent
for it."

He estimated that about 20,000
acres of farmland might be inundated,
causing additional damage of about
$10 million to fields and ditches.

Other agricultural officials said
farm 10 ses could run upward of
5100 million. Yuma Coumy has an
aTlflual vegetable and grain OUlput of
about 52 - million. said Mark Wil-
ox. another UA extension agent.

Vegetable prices rising
Prices for lettuce, broccoli and

cauliflower are rising and are likely to
stay high for more than a month until
harvests in California replace Yuma
County as a supplier, industry sources
said.

"The price of lettuce went up $6 a
box just today. and the flood hasn't
even happened yet;' aid \ illie Itule
of Willie Itule Produce Co. in
Phoenix.

That's a leap of about 50 percent,
to the range of S16 to $17 per 24-head
box of iceberg lettuce wholesale.
Retail prices will be higher, and prices
of other types of lettuce also are
rising. It ule said.

Accelerated harvesting before the
floods hit will put some small.
immature heads on the market, he
said.

"People are going to be saying,
'This head of lettuce is the size of a
baseball. and the store wants S1.50 for

- YUMA COUNTY, from page Al



Yuma flooding turns
deadly, worker drowns
Fast-moving river puts 20,000 acres under water

Tuesday, March 2, 1993

By Mark Shaffer
The Arizona Republic

+ YUMA - Water from the overflowing Gila River has
claimed its first life and inundated an estimated 20,000
acres of fertile farmland.

In some area& along the lower Gila, fast-moving water
has spread out of the river as wide as 5 miles, law officers
said Monday.

A Wellton-area man, whose name was not being
released, died shortly before midnight Sunday when the
truck in which he was hauling rock to shore up levees ran
into a canal near the Wellton-Mohawk Irrigation and
Drainage District power plant.

"There was another dump truck following him, and the
driver said that there was no sudden departure from the
roadway, that he just kind of angled off into the water,"
said Clyde Gould, manager of the water district.

Hank Green, Yuma County emergency-services direc
tor, said sheriffs deputies had not determined the cause of
the accident involving the 30-foot dump truck.

Meanwhile, water as deep as 4 feet filled about 30 square
miles of fields of bumper crops of lettuce and other
vegetables. The flood has sent lettuce prices skyrocketing.

"We don't know what to expect from this thing because
water has gotten out of the levees upstream and is coming
down the valley all over the place," Gould said. "This is
still an expanding event because we won't see the peak
flows down here until Wednesday or Thursday."

After flying over the area, Gould estimated the number
of acres under water at 20,000 and said earthen dikes are
barely containing the water from entering thousands more.

Gould also said numerous electric poles and lines have
been knocked down by the w,ater. Power outages were
avoided in most cases by rerouting electrical currents, he
said.

Officials with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers said
the peak flow from Painted Rock Dam so far was 27,500
cubic feet per second Saturday.

The effects of those releases are expected to be felt in
farm fields near the communities of Roll and Wellton
today and Wednesday.

The Corps of Engineers said that releases from the dam
on Monday exceeded the flow into the reservoir for the
first time since Jan. 4. During this period, the reservoir has
gone from dry to containing 2.5 million acre-feet of water
- more than twice the size of Roosevelt Lake.

Th'e- flood has closed all bridges across the lower Gila

~---------'- -.: '"-"--~~_--:l. _

Rider, he noted sadly, leaning against a rack of chips in the
store.

"There's 700 acres of alfalfa out there," Rider said. "It's
already cutting a channel through the middle of the place
and has washed out all the irrigation lines."

He said he has already been down to a federal Farmers'
Home Administration office to inquire about a loan to start
over.

"But the truth of the matter is that I'm really too old for
this," Rider said.

Michael Meister/The Arizona RepUblic
GOING WITH THE FLOW / He may not find gold, but Shawn Fuehrer, wading through waters at Vista del
Camino park in Scottsdale, has a unique way of making money - selling lost items. Recent heavy rains have provided
Fuehrer with plenty of areas to search for goodies. His strategy has garnered $600, he said.

.closed.

"Boy, that water got close. It was really spooky," Moser
said, ringing up hefty sales in beer and cigarettes to
guardsmen.

A hasty dike erected Saturday had kept the water from
rushing down Avenue 38E in the area of the store, Moser
said.

One mile east, a large lake was lapping at the sandbags
surrounding Mohawk Valley Elementary School.

Much of the land under water belongs to 63-year-old Joe

**

FLOOD BLAME DISPUTED: Officials and environ.
mentalists counter farmers' allegations, B3

leading to Interstate 8, and projections show they will
remain closed for at least two months, Green said.

The closure of U.S. 95 on Monday clogged a narrow
Imperial County, Calif., road that is being used as a
detour. That road crosses the Colorado River at Imperial
Dam and then runs back into Arizona north of the Gila
crossing on 95.

Flood workers were examining a number of alternatives
to link the northern and southern sides of the river,
including military pontoon bridges and amphibious
vehicles, Green said. A Southern Pacific Railroad train
delivered supplies across the river for the first time
Monday.

About 200 members of the Arizona Army National
Guard are assisting with flood relief.

"It's been crazy out here," said Sgt. Roy Ruiz of Tempe.
"We've had six trucks on the road all the time since
Saturday helping people move their stuff. We've helped
about 150 people."

The Guard is purifying water from irrigation dikes for
drinking and has set up shower facilities for those who
have remained on the river's northern side, Ruiz said.

Down the road from the Guard's encampment, in the
community of Roll, Dallas Moser kept his store and post
office open Monday, although all of the bridges were

The Arizona RepublicA12
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Salvage surprissssse

A parking lot at Apex Bulk
Commodity, 73rd and
Southern avenues, fell
victim to Friday's floods,
and on Saturday, it took on
the air of a traveling
circus, complete with
snake wrestling. When Eric
Ring (above) guided a
truck as it was pulled from
the water, he didn't know
there was a surprise
lurking nearby. When the
truck's hood was opened,
there lay an 8-foot snake,
curled in the machinery.
Van Welty, a Surprise man
who was videotaping flood
damage, grabbed the
reptile by the tail, but after
determining that it wasn't
poisonous, he set the
lucky serpent free. "If it
was a rattlesnake, I was
going to kill it," Welty said.
"But it was a harmless
little old gopher snake, so I
let it go."

Floo 109

will leave
'cesspools'
Debris from landfills
called health hazard
By Bob Golfen
The Arizona Republic

Salt River floodwaters, which have swept
away tons of garbage and debris from
landfills alongside the riverbed, will leave
behind filthy pools of stagnant water laced
with rotting material and hazardous bac
teria, according to a Valley environmental
ist.

"That stuff is sCattered up and down the
(Salt River) system and left in little
pockets," said Jim Lemon, an environmen
tal consultant and former hydrologist for
the Arizona Department of Health Services.

"It gets lodged in little cesspools, where
it decays and it.stinks.

"With old tires floating on the surface, it
turns septic, and mosquitoes and flies breed.
And there are all sorts of vectors for human
disease."

On Saturday, the flood continued sweep
ing away sections of the controversial
Tri-City Landfill, north of Mesa. Waste
material from the landfill, built along the
Salt and used for dumping for the past 20
years, was being churned into the swiftly
running water and carried off.

Bill Mundell, an outgoing state represen
tative who last session fought to end
dumping at the landfill, called the flood
damage "my worst nightmare."

"And people said we were crying wolf
last year," Mundell said.

"Obviously, the landfill is washing away,
and we may have a major health problem
with .possible pollution of the aquifer. And
the landfill will end up in Buckeye."

But John Godic, spokesman for the
Arizona Department of Environmental
Quality, took a less dire view of the
flooding's environmental effects.

"At the moment, it's really too early to
tell," Godic said Saturday.

"Because of the volume and intensity of
it (the flooding), it tends to act as an
extraordinary dilution system."

Godic visited the Tri-City Landf1ll,
operated by the Salt River Pima-Maricopa
Indian Community, on Saturday afternoon
to assess the damage caused by the raging
Salt River.

"It's probably not very desirable from an
aesthetic standpoint," Godic said, "but
we're uncertain if there are any health
concerns.

"I'm not saying we're not concerned,
because we are. But at this point, we just

- See 'CESSPOOLS: page B4

'Cesspools offilth' will linger
after floods, consultant warns

Sunday, January 10, 1993 The Arizona Republic

- 'CESSPOOLS: from page Bl

don't know."
Godic said the growing area of

damage, which he estimated at 75 by
300 feet at the time of his visit,
contains mostly building material.

"They constructed the landfill so
that principally construction debris
was deposited closer to the river, with
municipal debris and medical debris
further inland, away from the river,"
he said.

"But things were allowed in that
landfill years ago that are no longer
allowed in any landfills."

Lemon said there are dozens of
other old landfills in and near the
riverbed that probably have spewed
unknown waste into the floodwaters.

"When you add all the landfills up
and their contribution, it's a very
significant problem," he said. "There
are many closed pockets of debris that
are flushing out."

Lemon said the cleanup problem
will be expensive and difficult.

"We're left with cleaning out the
entire Salt River system, pumping it

out, cleaning it up, and it's very
difficult to do that," he said, adding
that it will also be hard to negotiate
who will pay for the cleanup.

"It's a huge problem, a half-mile
wide and 20 miles or so long."

Mundell said he and his supporters
had warned Mesa, Tempe and Scotts
dale that they could be held liable for
a cleanup if they did not stop using
the dump. Tempe eventually stopped,
but Mesa and Scottsdale have contin
ued to bring their waste.

It is cheaper to dump at Tri-City
than at other landfills because federal
government regulations don't apply
on Indian land.

"We told them there would be
massive liability when this thing
washed out," Mundell said.

"It may cost the taxpayers of those
cities much more money now, millions
of dollars more than using alternative
landfills, which are available."

The Department of Environmental
Quality issued a warning Friday to
communities in northern Arizona that
flooding and runoff had caused
sewage to overflow in and aroUllQ

Flagstaff, Payson, Prescott and Pine
wood.

In Flagstaff, sewage was draining
into the Rio de Flag, although Godic
said there was no danger to water
supplies. Some chlorinated sewage
was being discharged into Pumphouse
Wash and then into Oak Creek.

In the Payson and Gisela areas,
runoff may have tainted some drink
ing-water systems, and residents have
been advised to boil any water used
for consumption. In Payson, sewage is
being discharged into American
Gulch, and in Prescott, sewage has
been reported flowing into Granite
Creek and Granite Lake.

Lemon said the ftIth from the
landfills that's not left in pools along
the riverbed will' be swept down
stream, where it will damage riparian
areas.

"These areas are rich in birds and
waterfowl, catfish and carp and
turtles," he said. "You end up with all
that junk down there contaminating
this area.

"People go there to hunt and fish,
and then they eat· it."
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By Victor Dricks,
Brad Patten and Glen Creno
THE PHOENIX GAZETfE

With water just 17 feet from the top of
Coolidge Dam, emergency planners are
scurrying to fill in the blanks on a plan
for dealing with flooding along the Gila
River.

Gila County has a plan for dealing
with a collapse of Coolidge Dam, but no
strategy for dealing with the gradually
escalating crisis people there now face,
Carmen Corso, director of emergency
services for Gila County, said Wednes
day.

Unlike Maricopa County, which has a
detailed engineering analysis for its
dams that spells out the consequences of
various disaster
scenarios, Cor~o I Inside / A8
concedes he IS

shooting from
the hip in safe- ~overnor offers
guarding the relief funds, but
public. WI~kelman ..

"We're doi g residents say aid
O " n won't be enough.
~ so" far, he Officials use

sal~. We ha- explosives to £ink
v:en t lost any floating tanks.
hves. But a com-
puter model of the Gila River and how it
might behave would help us tremen
dously in evaluating the overall situa
tion."

It's the kind of work he says should
have been done long ago.

"I asked the state for this and I don't
know who is working on it, but I'm sure
hoping to get it soon," Corso said.

The dam is handling the highest flows
since major flooding in 1983, but officials
downplay the possibility it will collapse.
Coolidge Dam, built 63 years ago, was
labeled the most dangerous federal dam
in a 1989 Interior Department report.

"This is not the best time to develop a
plan, in the middle of an emergency like
this," said Chuck Morfoot, a spokesman

See _ FLOOD, Page AS

James Garcia / THE PHOENIX GAZETfE
deputies could only stand and watch as the Gila River
gradually flooded the area's homes.
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After nearly 400 residents of The Flats section of
Winkelman were evacuated, Gila County sheriff's

Gila County scrambles for disaster plan
i Everyone ready

for dam failure,
not flood crisis
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emergency.

Telephone service to most of the
reservation was knocked out when a cable
that ran through the river bottom washed
away. All grade crossings and many of the
bridges leading into the reservation are
closed, Giff said.

Giff said he was most concerned about
people moving back to flooded areas when
the river recedes. He expects more water
surges before the weekend is over.

James Garcia I THE PHOENIX GAZE1TE
Pauline Valdez (foreground) takes advantage of the shelter ofered at
Hayden Winkelman High School Wednesday. About 42 people are using the
facility, but most evacuees appear to be staying with family or friends.

The reservation is particularly vulnera
ble because most of its land is flat, while
many of the cities along the river are built
mostly on hills.

"Everyone is talking about Winkelman
now, but the reservation is likely to be the
hardest hit," Gail' said.

Urban Giff, community manager for
the Indian community, said about 100
people have been evacuated. The reserva
tion is operating under a state of

"We loved our home.
We were very
comfortable.... Now
it's gone. We will stay
in Winkelman, one
way or another."

Ernie Lorona
Evacuated with her husband

and two children

to be a total loss, did not carry flood
insurance.

"We loved our home. We were very
comfortable.... Now it's gone," said Ernie
Lorona, who evacuated with her husband
and two children. "We will stay in
Winkelman, one way or another."

About 700 people gathered Wednesday
night at a town meeting in Kearny. Mayor
Ken Huish pleaded with the crowd to
ignore rumors and stay calm.

"Please, please, I beg you not to panic,"
he said.

Sixty houses and 25 businesses were
evacuated in the city. The Red Cross set
up an emergency shelter at a church to
provide food and housing.

Brad Gail', director of the Pinal Country
Flood Control District, told the gathering
that The Flats in Winkelman, Kearny, a
small part of Florence and the Gila River
Indian Reservation probably would bear
the brunt of the flooding.

FLOOD FromA1
_.. .. .i • ,- =0 I "We're trying to encourage families not

to return to their homes until Sunday," he
said.

Dam releases were 17,850 cubic feet per
second at noon Wednesday, but had
dropped slightly by early today to 17,447.
The flow was expected to reach 45,000 cfs
by 11 p.m. Friday.

Earlier estimates put Friday's flow at
60,000 cfs but were revised when Wednes
day's storm proved drier than expected.
Gail' said the big concern is the combina
tion of water releases and rainfall this
weekend.

"It's just a question of timing," he said.
There are also environmental concerns.

A tributary of the river has flooded part of
a copper leaching operation.

The leaching spill came from the
ASARCO Ray Complex into Mineral
Creek, a Gila tributary. Kevin Morano,
general manager of the complex, said the
spill ran into Mineral Creek at about
1,500 gallons a minute.

The spill came from a concrete leaching
pit. Morano said the spill was too small to
cause environmental damage because of
heavy flows in Mineral Creek.

Giff, though, was concerned.
"If there's any breach of those ponds it

comes right down the Gila and into here,"
he said. "We can't stop it."

Sewage from a treatment plant in
Kearny is flowing into the Gila. Holding
tanks at the plant overflowed, but GaiT
said the water flow is diluting the waste.

Includes information from reporters
Michael Murphy and Russ Hemphill.

for the Bureau of Reclamation.
"But we're doing what we can. We have

been requested to put together a detailed
model of how the Gila River may behave
under various weather conditions, and
that's what we're doing."

Corso said Gila County officials had not
repared such a plan because computer

modeling is expensive.
People have been evacuated in several

'Communities along the river. Tensions are
increasing as people confront the uncer
1ainty of how much water will be released
lind whether storms heading for the state
'Will significantly add to the flow.

Gov. Fife Symington visited Winkelman
:Wednesday. The small town is the closest
'Community to the Coolidge Dam and was
'the first flooded by increased water flows.

National Guard military police cor
doned off a low-lying area known as The
'Flats, where an estimated 300 residents

JJ.ad been evacuated. In some areas, water
"Was over the tops of houses.

"I've never seen it like this," Gila
County sheriffs Deputy George Brunson
said. "We've had a lot of floods, but I don't
think I've seen that much water."

C The sheriffs department ordered more
esidents and businesses to evacuate

~ednesday, bringing the total to leave to
about 400.

Residents huddled in the Hayden Win
kelman High School cafeteria, where the
Hed Cross provided hot meals.

"In 1983, they called it a 100-year flood.
What is this?" David Lagunas, the school's
principal, asked.

Many residents, whose homes appeared

•
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Rob SchumacherIThe Arizona Republic

Coolidge Dam again failed to do its putative job, and it released a dozen times more water last month than it did in 1983.

Charles Krejcsi/The Arizona Republic

In 1990 the
federal General
Accounting
Office deemed
Coolidge the
most dangerous
dam in the
country, the one
most likely to
collapse without
warning. For two
weeks last
month, the
residents of
Winkelman and
other Copper
Basin towns got
more than a little
taste of what
such a collapse
would involve.

Arizona
NDERWATER

The floods of last month brought home some truths,
the biggest being that the job of rivers is to flow.
Every obstacle we place in the way of their free

movement carries staggering costs.

Less lofty ambitions
The first Anglos to arrive in what is now

Arizona had less lofty ambitions. They found
its rivers to be a natural treasure trove that
needed no change. For one, the watercourses
were full of beavers - one of the largest dams,
containing thousands of individuals, stood near
the modem 1-10 crossing over the Gila. Beaver
pelts fetched $6 apiece in the 1830s, and within
a decade the population had been driven nearly
to extinction. (No matter; the beaver trappers
made their way westward to California and
signed on to the whaling trade.) For another,
the rivers watered great stands of timber,
nurtured lush expanses of bottomland that
were ideal for agriculture just as they were.

- See NATURE, page C2

Gregory McNamee, a Tucson-based writer, is the
editor of Named in Stone and Sky: An Arizona
Anthology (University of Arizona Press) and the
author of a forthcoming history of the Gila River.

By Gregory McNamee
Special for The Arizona Republic

here were times last month
when 1 could wear 1 saw
the neighborhood animals
lining up two by two.

Still, January's floods
came as no surprise to
longtime Arizonans. The
desert, they know, has its
cycles: some years it rains,

some years it doesn't. The prevailing El Niiio
weather system has brought us plentiful rain in
the last few years, with wet winters and
comparatively dry summers, the supposed
"monsoon season." And for the second time in
a decade, most of Arizona's rivers surged to
so-called hundred-year-flood levels, which, as
the name implies, should occur but once in a
century. The Verde River did even better,
cresting to the thousand-year mark.

The floods had their surprises nonetheless.
The developers who chose to build apartment
complexes and shopping centers on obvious
floodplains wondered why their properties had
gone sailing off to Mexico. The residents of
Winkelman Flat seemed to be taken aback by
the raging Gila which made off with their
horse trailers and tool heds and homes. Yuma
farmers were tunned by their waterlogged
field and damaged crop .

And the engineers who continue to channel
ize and dam Arizona's streams and rivers,
hoping to tame them, wondered why nature
refused to submit to our collective will.

- QLJCfC
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Charles Krejcsl/The Arizona Repub:"

The residents of Winkelman Flats seemed to be taken aback by the raging Gila, which made oft
with their horse trailers and toolsheds and homes.
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In the last century, we have put tlris
supposed howling wasteland to more uses than
it cM reasonably sustain. But time is a wheel,
and we can reverse our course if we so choose.
The time has eome to build not more dams
but to dismantle, one by one, those that choke
our rivers. We'll have to make do without a
few t!lIngs in the process: the green lawns
w(ve brought from points east, golf courses
that consume a million gallons of water a day;
inexpensive winter vegetable< and cheap;
abundant beef. And we'll have -, accept th~
notion that n'JOuS are a part (" this place's
re:\!~ti· '."

It's an entirely immodest propos,], !Jut one
whos\: time has surely come. . "

.1

save ourselves heartache by not building our
hOl}les and hospitals and shopping malls in
places that inevitably will lie underwater every
now and again. We can also acknowledge for
good measure that patchcs of the planet are
not ours to control.

'What do we want?'
Al the close of the war with Mexico, Daniel

Webster asked his colleagucs in Congress,
"What do we want with this vast worth!,,:;
area - this region of savagcs and wild beasts,
or shirting sands and whirlwinds of dust, of
cactus and prairie dogs? To what use could we
ever hope to put those great desert~ ::;,,1
endless mountain ranges?"

poured through the breach and flowed
westward, eventually filling the bune-dry
Salton Sink - now Califol'llill's Saltun Sea.

When thc rains of October 1983 came, the
dams again proved their vulnerability. The
noodgates at Coolidge Dam failed to open,
having rusted shut years before. (No operator
seems to have noticed.) Glen Canyon Dam, on
the Colorado, shivered loosc from its bedding
in soft sandstone, and its operators sounded a
warning that it might collapse at any minute
- taking with it, in turn, Hoover Dam, Davis
Dam, Parker Dam and Imperial Darn. Dy
some miracle it stood.

January 1993 brought worse ncws. Oy the
11th the Gila was flowing at 30,000 cubic fcct
per second, 20 times its normal load; Coolidge
Dam again failed to do its putative job, and it
released a dozen times morc water than it did
in 1983. That was no surprise: in 1990 the
fcderal General Accounting Office deemed it
the most dangerous dam in the country, the
one most likely to collapse without warning.
For two weeks last month, the residents of
Winkelman and other Copper Uasin towns got
more than a little taste of what such a collapse
would involve.

Tl1roughout other parts of the Slate,
buckled roadways and shorn bridgcs, dis
manllcd apartments and mangled automobiles,
silt-covercd floors and shattered lives formed
the legacy of two weeks of rain. They stand as
reminders of nature's incalculable powers.

Press on for darns
But humans tend toward historical amne

sia, for all the reminders in their paths. There
are still those who press for the cqnstruction
of still more dams on Southwcstern rivers in
the vain hope that, yes, this time, the world
will conrorm to our desires.

The rcal lesson or January is this: the job of
rivers is to flow. Every obstacle that we placc
in the way of their frec movement carries
staggcring costs. Each dam prevents water
borne nutrients from replenisliing the soil
along a river's course;. eaeh destroys native
fish and wildlife populations; each alters
native riparian environments.

It is also the job of rivcrs, on occasion, to
flood. Recognizing this simple truth, we can'

ess
shut down, crops withered on the vine, lind
ghost towns sprang up throughout Ariwnn.

Rather than cut back, the economic
interests turned to the federal governm'cnt and
demanded that the nation subdue inhospitable
nature. Businessman A.J. Chandler, for whom
the East Valley city is named, found a
sympathetic listener in Theodore Roosevelt,
who authorized the National Reclamation Act
of 1902, sending millions of dollars westward
for water projects. These involved the creation
of huge bureaucratic organizations like the
Bureau of Reclamation and the Bureau of
Land Management, which have reached
pharaonic proportions.

One of the first results of the act, named
Roosevelt Dam by grateful Arizonans, im
pounded the Salt in 1912. Two decades later
Coolidge Dam rose on the Gila, drowning the
most fertile land on the San Carlos Apache
Reservation and bringing famine once more to
that unfortunate people. By the 1960s, II
major dams controlled the runoff from the
Mogollon Rim, and five more milked off
Arizona's legally ordained share of the
Colorado. The bounty made it possible for
Arizona's agricultural interests to grow
wetland crops like alfalfa, asparagus, citrus,
cotton and hay, and for the livestock industry
to continoe to graze caUle in increasingly
destructive numbers.

It made Arizona an urban state as well. To
this day, thanks to direct and indirect federal
subsidies, New Yorkers pay four times more
for their water than do Phoenicians ~ whose
per capita consumption of water is the highest
in the nation. Now that the Central Arizona
Project has wound its way to Tucson,
residents of that city have no incentive to
conserve the precious liquid, as they have been
doing well for nearly two decades.

Poured through the breach
But dams, as we saw in January, cannot

permanently thwart nat ure. An early lesson
came in 1904, when the Gila flooded with an
early melt of snow, destroying agricultural
check dams along its course. The discharge
spilled into the Colorado, driving before it a
huge uprooted oak tree that broke through a
control gate just above Yuma. Part of the river

Arizona's indigenous population had long
known this fact. The Hohokam, the ancestors
of the modern O'odham (Pima and Papago),
were building irrigation canals on the Gila and
Salt rivers at the time of Christ. They grew
huge quantities of beans, peppers, melons, and
maize for more than a thousand years, until
the mineral-rich river water eventually coated
their fields with an impermeable layer of salt.
Their descendants farmed more modestly, but
the rivers yielded enough crops that the Pima
could sell the United States government five
million pounds of surplus wheat at the close of
the Civil War.

Seven years later, these same Pima were
starving. Anglo farmers at two new towns
upriver, Safford and Florence, had built dams
and diverted the Gila onto their fields - only
a trickle of water now reached the Pima
Villages, near present-day Laveen and Avon
dale. A Pima delegation, led by Antonio Azul,
traveled to Washington to petition President
Ulysses S. Grant for the restoration of water
rights. Grant politely suggested that they
relocate tv the Indian Territory, now the state
of Oklahoma.

For the first time water' became a
commodity in the desert, subject to buying
and selling. Anglo farmers rushed in to claim
whatever riverside fields they could find;
Anglo miners diverted torrents of water to
blast hillsides with hoses and release hidden
copper, gold and silver; Anglo ranchers
brought in great herds of thirsty cattle from
Texas, more than three million head by 1890.

Driven home in 1892
Arizona, it soon became apparent, lackcd

sufficient water to supply these various needs.
The point was driven home in 1892, the onset
of a decade-long drought. No new grasses
sprang forth out of the already denuded
ground, and unacclimated English breeds like
Devons and Alderneys quickly died of thirst.
A year later the hardier Texan and Mexican
breeds joined them and, as one rancher
recalled, a person could "actually throw a
rock from one carcass to another" across the
entire territory. Hydraulic mining operations

- NATURE, from pflge CI
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Flood-control measures work
'fantastically' in first major test
By Brad Patten
THE PHOE:-.lL, CAZETfE

Give thanks for the New Waddell Dam.
Bow your head to the Ariwna Canal

Diversion ChanneL
Include in your prayers a word about

channelization. levees, nood-<:ontrol dams, au
tomated rain monitors and reinforced bridges.

Without them. you might not be reading the
newspaper. Instead. you could be sho"eling
mud from your living room or be stuck in
traffic.

In the past decade. nood-<:ontroi officials
from city, county. swte and federal agencies
have spent hundreds of millions of dollars for

ways to channel billions of gallons of water
around the \.alley during storms.

"It's worked fantastically, just as it had been
designed." Stanley Smith. acting chief engineer
and general manager for the countv's nood
control district. said Sunday evening..

Last week's heavy rain - which pushed
more than 100 billion gallons of water through
the Verde River into the·Salt River - pro,;ded
the first major test of a variety of measures
implemente<i in the wake of the noods that
ra"aged the \'alley in 1978. 1979 and 1980.

Smith said most of the improvements in the
past 15 yea" have been designed to manage

See a DAMS, Page A7
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the floods from winter weather
and . huge runoffs north of the
Valley. He said the flood-<:ontrol
district is still working to relieve
pockets of flooding from torrential
rains that usually occur in sum
mer.

Where the flow goes
The measures were designed to

control the huge ilmounl of water
that travels through the Valley ...;a
a dozen rivers and washes when
rain and snow drench higher
ele....ations.

To understand the improve
ments, you need to understand the
Valley's water routes, which are
not \\;dely understood since they
are usually dry.

The easiest way to visualize the
system is to remember that water
flowing into the Valley is on its
way to the Colorado River at
Yuma via the Gila River.

The biggest feeder to the Gila is
the Salt River, the normally dry
river~ that winds from north
east to southwest through the
center of the Valley. It joins the
Gila on the west side.

Two north,south rivers meet the
Gila and Salt. The Verde River
feeds into the Salt northeast of
Scottsdale, and the Agua Fria
River meets the Gila on the
southwestern edge of town.

Water nO\ving through the Salt
in the eastern and central parts of
the Valley is controlled by the Salt
River Project.

Dams hold it back
Six SRP dams on the Verde and

Salt rivers catch and store water
corning from the 13,OOO-square
mile watershed in the central
portion of the state.

Four of the dams are on the Salt
northeast of the Valley, beginning
with Roosevelt and ending \\;th

Stewart Mountain. Two danls 
Horseshoe and Bartlett - contain
water on the Verde.

_-\s the reseryoirs behind the
dams fill. SRP must release water
into the Salt.

The huge volumes raging
through the Salt - up to 124.000
cubic feet per second Friday and
63,000 cfs early today - were the
result of hea"'1' rains in the
Prescntt. Verde Valley and Sedona
areas. Runoff from those areas
nows to Hor~eshoe Lake, 'ilOhich
has a capacity of 43 billion gallons,
and to Bartlett Lake, which C3Il

hold 58 billion gallons.
''If the Verde lakes had been

empty, we would bave already
ruled those lakes up and would
have been releasing more water,"
said Dan Pltillips, supervisor of
water resource operations a( SRP,

At one point, a record of about
114,000 cfs was being released at
Bartlett Dam. The maximum re
lease at Roosevelt was about
20.000 cfs, Phillips said.

Better control
Roosevelt was 30 percent below

capacity before the storm to ac
commodate construction. But Phil
lips said the work had little impact
on the amount water in the Salt
since most of the volume came
from Verde dams.

SRP is able to keep more precise
control of releases becau..t::.e of
improvements in the past dec3.de.

One, a series of rain and stream
gauges. sends r3.i.nfall amounts
and stre::un speeds [Q SRP comput
ers every 15 minutes \ia a satellite
system.

That helps SRP hydrologists
determine sooner and more pre
cisely how much water they ~eed
to release. Phillips said.

Fortunatelv, the Salt River is
able to Jccorn'modate more ·;olume.

too, thanks to efforts over the past
10 years.

Some sections of the riverbed
were ·,\;oened. Others had levees
built on one sice or another. Parts
were dug deeper by sand and
gravel companies, Still others were
"channeled" - ~here engineers
improve now.

"What we have done is con
trolled the ri"er through designed
levees and channels," said Dick
Perreault, chief of planning for the
flood control district.

Better bridges
It is also easier to get across the

Salt.
After the nood in 1980, only W'o

bridges across the Salt were left
intact.

"Traffic was just a nightmare,"
Perreault said. "It took two or
three hours just to cross the river."

Since then. more bridges were
built and old ones were reinforced
to withstand flows of 180,000 to
200,000 cfs.

"We've got basically new bridges
all along the riyer." sald Tony de
la Cruza. street maintenance su
perintendent for Phoenix. "They
were all reconstructed and
reinforced,"

Only one bridge in Phoenix 
the 35th Avenue bridge - was
closed Friday. There were no
major traffic jams.

In the norther.:J. and northwest
ern parts of the \-alley, residents
can gi"e thanks for canals and
reiatively new tams that dh'ert
water into the Agua Fria River.

The :-<ew Wacdell Dam in the
northwest Vallev was finished 1m
than three mont}....s ago.

Lake filling quickly
Good thing, too. ~ecause "the old

dam is 5 feet UI',aer water right
now." 'aid Chuck \Iorfoot. spokes-

man for the federal Bureau of
Reclamation. which runs the dam.

The heavy rain is helping accel
erate the exoansion of Lake Pleas
ant behind 'he dam. The lake 'A;ll
be four (imes its original size when
filling is complete early next year.

Because the lake is being ftlled,
no water was relea..<::ed into the
Agua Fria.

"There probably would have
been some nooding on the west
side of town if we had been
releasing water." Morfoot said.

In addition to the ~ew Waddell.
flooding in the central and west
side of the Valley has been avoided
bv several flood-<:ontrol dams and
the Arizona Canal Diversion Chan
neL

The channel is the 17-mUe ditch
that runs alongside the Arizona
Canal from 40th Street and Camel
back Road to 75th Avenue and Bell
Road, where it runs into the
Skunk Creek Wash and eventually
the Agua Fria.

A short section between 32nd
Street and .4Oth Street is under
construction. But the 16 completed
miles are working.

The channel diverts water from
several urban washes. It also
captures large amounts of water
from stonn drains in Phoenix.

Smith credits the absence of
nooding in central and west Phoe
nix to the channel and the 13-year
old Cave Buttes Dam. Cave Buttes
has a capacity of about 15 billion
gallons and was less than one-third
full at its peak Friday.

Other darns relieving the strain
were the )lew River Dam. built in
1985. Adobe Dam. built in 1980.
and Dreamy Draw Dam. built in
197~.

Even one of the most flood-prone
areas of the Valley, the Hollv
Acres area near the Salt River at
115th Avenue. survived thanks to
a 7-year-Qld le,·ee. Smith said.



Flood control system worked
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Sure, this week's
floods have been

bad. But .•.
remember what

It was lIke a
dozen'and more
,- years,ago,?

DI/CfNiX bA'1ETrE
JAN, J qJ /?73

NOt long ago, rainstorms like
the ones we've had over the
past week would have para-

, Iyzed the Valley for months, In
fact, they did.

Rem'e'niber the storms of 1978,
'1979 and 1980? Devastation
,touched all portions 'of the V~lley.
No' matter where. ';1 they : lived, ~

resiaen~;and,workers,.wereJorced .'
to ailertheir jives'fe'accommodate;'
the, st~rm and :the~;destruction, it

"caused.
Except for the sturdy old Mi!1

Avenue Bridge, motorists couldn t
cross the Salt River. Even the
freeway bridge over the Salt was
,closed. River crossings Jn the
busiest parts of town were sub
merged by rising, raging waters.

Longtime residents remember
when torrents of water rushed
down Central Avenue and the
irrigation canals overflowed, creat
ing lakes out of parking lots, streets
and private homes. Homeowners
well distant from the banks of the
Salt River were digging out from
the storms back then.

But not now.
Overlooked in the week's head

lines was the real progress made in
the Phoenix metropolilao area.

Yes, Holly Acres and New River
were ilooded out. The Tri-City
Landfill eroded its banks and sent
tons of garbage down the swollen,
muddy Salt River. In out-county
Arizona, residents of Winkelman,
Duncan and Tucson still brace for
more high water and damage. But
Phoenix is, by and large, dry.

Traffic flowed unimpeded over
Seventh Street, Seventh Avenue,
32nd Steet and Country Club,
none of which was passable a
dozen years ago.

The New Waddell Dam, a Plan
VI water storage and flood control
cost-sharing project, was com
pleted a 'few months .ago. The
recent rains have filled up an
expanding new Lake Pleasant. It
held back any releases into the
Agua Fria River, thus protecting
northwest Valley residents.,

Three Maricopa County Flood
Control District dams, the New
River Dam, the Cave Buttes Dam
and the Adobe Dam, along with
the controversial Arizona Canal
Diversion Channel, have kept
north central Phoenix residents
from lifting a sand bag or filing
many flood insurance claims. Bil
lions of gallons of rain and runoff
were diverted from the city.

The hated ACDC, the concrete
ditch bisecting north Phoenix,
carried millions of gallons of water
- it was seven feet deep earlier
this week at Cave Creek and
Cactus - 17 miles across the city,
keeping canals and washes from
overflowing.

Indian Bend Wash has worked
like a charm for Scottsdale.

In 1980, all three rivers over-

This is what it was like in 1978 at
32nd Street and the Salt River.

flowed. This time, the Agua Fria
was held back by New Waddell
Dam. Flows on the Verde were
captured by Bartlett and Horse
shoe dams. Federal dam safety
legislation built a new spillwav at
the once precarious Stewart
Mountain Dam, giving SRP oiiicials
additional control over releases.

The flood-control svstem, in
cluding sturdier bridges, dams,
channelization efforts, and rain
monitoring equipment, is the result
of half a dozen federal, state and
local agencies, including the Salt
River Project.

In the words of Stanley Smith,
acting chief engineer of the Mari
copa County Flood Control Dis
trict, the system has worked
"fantastically. "

An estimated 100 billion gallons
of water poured through the Salt
River Valley last week - that was
before Tuesday and \Nednesday's
rainfall. And most of it ended up
where it was supposed to.

In the Sonoran desert, where
water brings progress and prosper
ity, we sometimes overlook the
ravages too much water can
deliver. Winters like this one serve
as reminders.

Last year, the Maricopa County
Board of Supervisors lowered the
county flood control tax. Residents
rejoiced. It made good politiCS. But
wise officials cannot ignore, even
in an election year, that funds
nowing into the Maricopa County
Flood Control District, keep runoff
and storm water out of homes and
businesses. They keep the Valley
moving no matter the weather.

Sober county leaders will con
tinue intelligent land use planning
and rational, cost-effective prOJects
sought by the Ma(ic6p~ C6UMy
Flood Control District.

There is still much to be
accomplished: Channelization of
the Salt east of McClintock Road in
Tempe; an improved Cave Creek
Channel from Bell Road to Beards
ley Road in north Phoenix, perhaps
Phoenix's most troublesome resI
dential flooding area,

Flood' control works. It's the
reason we're driving around so
easily this week. It's the reason so
few of us needed sand bags. Or
nood insurance forms.
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Past lessons
fai led to avert
deaths, damage
Oy Mark Shaffer
and Stevo Yozwiak
lIlt' AllIOtl" Rf'puhlu:

1\ r1/1111:' It:l\ k:lI11nl lIl:tIlY Il'~"\ln~

:11111111 I1lhld, ill tit .., p.I,1 d,,·~adl:.

!I III IhI:IC" .1 lUll!;! W:I)' 10 ~o: Thi,
llllllllh's nn\ldin~ III the ~lalc dam
:l\!l'(! ILl'ady WU hnlll~"'. cutilrihllll'd
h~ :II k.l~l (,lllr <ka1 hs :ulli rauscd
1I1l'lt' lkln ~j,() million ill I'rllrt:rly

d.llll,'J;C.
Iltl\\l'\Cr, it IOI)k :I h:ll'k ~(';1l 10

IIll' two lllll\! rl,'l't,:111 lII:ljllr Ill1IX!-;.

J1lllpl,'rl)' dalll:l~l' \\;" ;llhlU[ ftlllr

11111\'0 I,j;:hl'r in JlJSl /\l1d in It/XII.
llill" tim\,'\ a" l1lany <h:alli .. ;,~ lhi ..
yt':lJ Il,'rl' reJloned. whell the Salt
RI\l'l' c:micd the most waler in
r,'\,'tlftkd Im10rv.

11111 Ihi..; )1::1;'\ di~ac;h:r lin, rai"cd
111lt'''lIlll\>; ,l!l(lut whal 1l0t,l!'COlllrol
lIll':\\Un.', <;hmdd he taken :lrross the
!-l:tlt:, Should 1\\0 large dams oncc
rbrll1cd by the S~dl River Projcl'1 be
huilt',' Why did lhis ye:lI"s nooding.
[:If,\.' tlll SIKh major prOpOrliOllS
(k"pite there Ilot being a" much
rainfall as ill pasl noods?

- Sec CONTROVERSY, 1'./."\ I:: ' I

"There hns' been more than
, ~~...~W~ $lOmillioll spent since 1991 in:

1 CONTROVERSY, (rolll p,1ge A 1 Valley's bridges. lIlany of which had lRBiOii$illi!i.'i)i\ftt~! ~. .~!>i~~~ clearing the salt. cedar out of the:r- been w.:I.shed oul repe:lkclly, EvenlU-' bottom and creallng a channel, which
H One' of thc dams, Orme, would all)', the bridges were rcbuill to lise the'lIl for homes," Rooscvelt, Apache, S:lguaro, Canyon, Pbnning has been a problem for ,i$..10 feet deep ~nd 80 feet across,
:have been buill at the connuence of withsland e,lactly the kind or nooding DOll Gohrnerl, a conservalionist, Iklrllell and Hflfseshne, An "cre-foot SRP onicials ror years, especially in downstream of91st Avenue," Fir7.ger-
hlle Salt and Verde Rivers, northc:\st Ih:\t occurred this month, [;(ccpt for agrees, of waler, or 325,R51 g:dlollS, would how 10 handle nllClt!3tions in reser- "Id said,
:tJf Mesa, Thc olher, ClirT Dam, would olle bridge limIer conslruclioll ill "Sure, Ihal's thc idt:al situatiol1, But cover an acrc of land to deplh of I voir levels, Fitzgcrnld also snid thaI 51.2 mil-
[have been built between Bartlett :\lld ' Tempc, all of Ihl:rJ1 held this lillie, people arc wanting 10 move 10 foot ami \\'ould mcet the nceus of a In May 1988, .:1.11 SRP reservoirs lion was !\opent on n le\'ee fr,om 113lh
lHorseshoe dams on the Verde. about Wil1iullls lias adnowlcdgc:d th:lt Arizon:l, and developers own prop- family of five for a year. ,were full :lner heavy runoff from Avenuc to £1 Miragc Ro;'\d in the
(20 miles north orOrllle Dam, 'cllvironmel1tnlisls havc sway and that erty, and they want to sell :III lhc "There W:-lS an average of 3 to 3~ ': snowmelt, But by early 1991, the state Holly Acres area and that it "pretty
',1 Without advocating Ihat il be built, neither Orlllc or Clin' wiil e\'cr be property lhey can," said Gohmert, inches or rain for Ihosc four days on appcared, t9~ be ,entering a major well kept the river within the river,"
ISt'll. John McC"ill of Arillll1:l, at;\ huilt. who i<; wilh Ihe U.S. OCparf1lCllt or Ihe w:ller<;hed, l'ornrared 10 5 inches, drought' cyclc in which Roose\'elt Mmt or the dnmnge occurred ill
:!Il:W'i nlllft'/clU:e willi (iew, Fill: "Ewl)'hl11ly\ again'l it (daHl hllild. ":P iCllllllll":' ~Ilil ('\IIl"\'I'vatielll ~t'I'. t1u~·jl~/o: lh~, "101"111" Ill' ]inS Itl 'HO," I.ak: Ill~d IWt'I! It'tlt,'l.'cd ttl ,10 pt'It'fll{ Ilnlly Anrs, Wl'St Ill' !'hllt'lli,: 11\':11

;S)'Illint-:lulI ;11 Ih~ ht'ighl or lhe ill g) tuday," lIe ,aid. "Ihcre's :1 II!:\\! \ICl'. 1'11I11Ip" ~alCl, . of lis capat'11y, 111e VlIllcy W:l'i Winslow, wlll're n kn:e broke: 11t';U

:nooding ill I'hol'lIix Iwo wl'cks ago, philosophy ahroad thai tile uJd·liIlH:rs S . II . I, , I "Yet, the wnlcr coming iUlO rhe suding lip llIajor amounts or gruund- C:lI11P Verde bC'C':w'e of tilt' bigl
~~:\id clirr D:llll wOllld h:lve signili- never 11;1(1 to deal with, • Ill.l VS. luge,' rtlll~ ' system was a.lmo<;t the, same.. You wnter,alH.I the, SRP was plilllning 10 Verde River nows; or in WinkclllwlI
'cantly reduced water nows throllgh "Ilad [hl'y hC1'1l f;Ked with it , G~hmcrt al<;o saul cnvlronmental- wOllI~1 rank thIS as a major storm but reduce :t1I?CaIIOlls ,10 users" ThiH :dl where the Giln River f<llllp:lged,
(lite Valley, (philoqlphy of IIl1t hullding dam,,), "IS likely wnuld Slelp ,any IItW IarI:c c~ll:lIl\ly 1H1~ a storm or rec~ru, Yet" chjllged wllh a l1laJor stor~n In l\lnrch BUI Ihe los<;c$ were lIludl le'io;; Ihan
~ And ill a leltcf 10 Ille edilor nf nil: we'd ll~vcr Ii:l\'\.' hat! I'hncllix tIl' [he tbili. ~1a}'he whal IS lIccd~t1 ror the Venk' River had a fl.'cord lIln\.)W, 1991 Ihat filled Ihe rescrvolrs. ,ill the !lonels or Octohcr 19lU Of

~~.\ri70tl;J UL'fmblic pul~li~hcd last \\'cek, uther Valley lowns," Adi'llII:,I, ~IO\\:e\:er, j'II't I:~~t:c .(,I~II.lIs, ,. "W~',Ii:I.d it r~I:llivd,y dry r:t1I,:llh.l,it lluilt for conservation Fe~)rll;lry 1980. ,
.Jorl1ler Gov. Jack Williams !wggeslcd The Ill:we!\ot floods cnllle as I\ri'lO" hilt sll1,likr Icvl:es ,10 prolct:1 eXISll1lg \\,lS \\d III Dlcel1lbcr, .b,ut, IIO~ .Ih.lt ~ ') rite 1983 flood, which was caused
:lhal Ihc Valley would h:\\'c Ill'CIi 11i1'S COllE!ll'!'>'iil'n:d Ikh-t:aliol1 helt! de:~I(lllllleI1IS,hl' S:lld, . wct (r\ll' ,ground satuf.llrlln), I here I~ad or 11t~ t~:lIllS III Ihe SIU hy lip lu 10 incltcs or raill dllrillg a
~IH{)let'tt'd rrom reccnt Iltlods had hearing'i lhnlll};hllllt the !-Iate 1111 1he~l' ~Illalk'r ~1I11t'llilt'S feed arl':I~ w:c" al'iCl Just ,an :lveragc an,ltlll 11 I of S~'Slcl1l wa" hllllt lor wnlcr w,l~serv:~- twu-day pcriod, illlllUlalcd llIuch of
'Orlllc Dam beel! buill. cllvirollJlltlltali'its'propo.. :d III prollTI ~lr wgctalHIII, wlllrlt !ld,p sud .I'lJlloll sn~l\\'p;lC~ wllH.:h,lnell.cd, II s some- tlOl.1 r:l~h.er thall flood colllroi. I here S the slat!,.', II rcsUllt'd in 14 dealhs :lml
~t S I 'Ik' f', ,. I " ' " '" IIltO Ihe ground, ret'hartlng :ltju&rs, lhmg we re stutl}'lIlg WIth a grc:ll utal a l1l1) dlnerCllce, 9 ., , I f h I
.: lIC I t.1 1J1l1f1,llcs en\lfOlllllenf:\· frolll d:lll1S ~,7UO TIltles,~I(,lIlg 40 rnus Sillce lhe laIc 19705 the Soil orintcresl." Water rrom nood-control dams can 75 IIlJUflCS, e t 1,100 ofl)e,e~s, a~d
:lsts who worked ror Ilearly a decade to by ~,lcsIgllallng lhelll wrld :I1lt1 st:c· Conservation Service has b'uilt 71 such. be released al the bOllom and caused more than S220 million In
,prove to Ihe redernl Burcau or II1C, ' . Record IIlflow . ,'dam,lge, Most of the damage, almost
IH~c1:ull:lIioll 111:11 neither dam was strllctllrt'~, moslly, III rur,ill Afl7.0II:l, , . spillways are Clit deep 1IIto the dam $\00 million worth was to agricul.
~: 'I'd Channels have faded where 11l1S mOllth s noodlllg was l11e Whcn the SRI' measured liS peak rrom Ihe lOp. . '
~:ICe(l: , , ). ' worst. The cost was about SI7.7mil- flow of 124,000 cubic feel pCI' second Conservation dams have very high lure,
~pam threatened eagles Ga~I, I et.e~s, st:lle (llr~c~nr or, lion,a fractioll of the cost of'l:lfge Jail. 8, 114,000 cfs were coming (~a~\'n s~ilh~:\ys nnc! must rel~ ,on sl1HlII ,T!le flood of 1~80 ~oured Ihe
'1 ' . AmerH.::lll 1~I\ers, a group bdl1lltlthc dams, the Verde part of Ihe system, Phillips prpclilles '" removc water If It is below I,~rgest "Illount of \\ater III recorded
~-4 ClifT Dam, W.:l.S stopped dU,rlllg the proposal, s;,ud that rather tha,1I prevenl The ilgellc}' is completing plans 10 said, At oile point, 137,()(X) cfs were the spillways, Roosevelt Dam, for history - more, thnn ,175,()(X) cfs ,-
;t'arly ,I 980s, III part ,bl'cat~!ie 11 would ~ood,<;, dal11~ 011 Ihe statc s largest help gllard Willco:< in southeaslcrn OOWillg into Horseshoe Dam _ the example, lIlust be at 80 percent down lh~ S,:llt RIver, vlrtuall): culling
l!lave lIlundaled nesting slles of bald nv~rs c<)n help promote ~oods, Arizoll:l; Chino V:llley" north of largest amount evcr, far exceeding the CnJl:lcilY before water reaches thc the Val~cy HI two. ~( one pOl,nl, onl),
i,f.:l.g~es, Onne ~am also was halted by, I~ you look al lhe rners tllat arc. Prescott; and Kayenta, 011 the Navajo previous record of 100,000 crs in spillway, IWO bndges cr~sslllg th~ nver, ~t
lllvlfOnmental concerns, and because noodlllg, nil arc downstream oj indian Rcservntian, March 1938, he sjid, Despite the reliance on conserva- Central Avenue III PhoeniX and MIll
,,11 would h;n'e nooded porI ions of the darns," Peters s,aid, Dan Phillips, supervisor of w"tcr- llicre I1lso was n ncar record innow lion dams :lnd the rete"sc of more Avenuc in Tempe, wcre len opcn, It
:,Salt ,Riv,cr Pima-rvlnricopa Indbll The ol~ river chal1llels lhat oncc reSourCeS Ol~r:lliolls f()f Ihe SRP, is into thc lo\\'er Salt River rescrmirs _ water, SOIllC sarcgu:lrds downstrealll nlso c:lused more th:1O SilO million ill
;.Fomll1~lllty.. , ., cut d~ep Into ~he dcscr~ have f:lded marc concerned with thc P:lSI. He said, Apache, Canyon and Saguaro hkcs - have proved quite reliable, dnmage 10 property, roads and dam~, ;
~; IronIcally, It IS the !n-CIlY Lalld~ over tlllIC, leaVing ~he nvers shallow he Jnd mher experts in thc field werc rrom the Four Peaks and Superstition, Susan Fitzgerald, public.informa. So is all this rainrnll nnd noodlng

r-:pll, owned by Ihe tnbe, Ihat Illay and broad, Pclers s:lld, surprised by the amount or rU110lT Mounlain areas, Phillips said, tiOll officer for the Mnricopa County creating a new climale here? Asked
:~ollle oul or this munlh's noods "llnving a hcalthy t'halluci is Illorc from the 1:In, 6·,) rains, "Williout nOOll-COIlI rol sp:H,:e on Floo<l Control District, said efforts to whether Arizon:t's dc!\oert characleris-:
:~uslai1\ing the most d;]mage of any illlport:tnt", so the riva knows Phillips said the SRI' h;td relcasl'd the Verde, Ihis will happen ag"in," chnnnelize and keep brush :lIld trees tics are changing. Phillips bughed and
:rroperty in tile slate, where it belong"," she said, lI1t1r~ [hall 2,1 111illion :lert-feet f'r Phillips said, out of Ihe Salt River bottom were said, "Nobody sees wild banana trees'
~~ ~ In the 1970s, Orllle ;lIld Clin' dams "Wh;tl ll";l:t!s to he hlllkni ilt is:l w:llcr by this wcekl.:lld, 1llOre than the "A lId llll're's nOlhing plalll1C'd thai ,"extremely effcctive" in reducing growing yet, but we arc !\otarling toll
' wcre 1001lt'd as ways to prnll't't the wi!\ocr \Ise of" the lluud pl:till~, ;lIHI Ilul Sltll;,!:e l':ql;It'iI)' of it'i ~i;( rl,.'''I.'rVOiIS: will alta till' presenl sihl~llioll," damage rrf'llI the nout!, look." ,
i.;,::
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Flood insurance
Complex, expensive system
keeps Valley above water

--_.

Theodore Roosevelt Dam
Theodore Roosevelt Lake
.................._.J /' "' "."" ..

Horse Mesa Dam
Apache Lake

The six Salt River Project storage dams on the Verde and Salt
rivers northeast of the Valley must release water into the Salt River
when full.

•••••• The Arizona Canal Diversion Channel (ACDG) is near
completion. It deverts runoff from urban washes and storm drains
into Skunk Creek.

• These flood-control dams have been completed in the past 20 years.
They eliminate much of the flooding in central and western parts
of the Valley.

• The New Waddell Dam opened in late October so that
Lake Pleasant could be expanded. No water needed to be released
into the Agua Fria River during recent storms.

m:mlI Levees and channels have been constructed along the Salt River
bottom to help accommodate a high volume of water.
More and better-buill bridges make it easier to cross the river
during heavy flooding.
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By Patricia Likens
Tribune writer---------

Flooding throughout Ule Va Iley
Friday COllld have been reduced had
dams proposed in the last two
decades been built, officials said
Saturday.

BUl the lessons learned after floods
in the 1980s did help mitigate water
problems, they added.

In the past 20 years, several dam
sites have been proposed to alleviate
the load of water carried into the Val
ley by the Salt River. But high costs,
environmentalists and residents of an
Indian community have stopped those
plans that many believe would have
cased flooding.

The series of dams already in place
and operated by Salt River Project
arc designed for water storage, not
flood control.

Omlc Dam, proposed in 1976 and
again in lhe early 1980s, was to be the
flood control structure for the Salt
and Verde rivers. Built at the conflu
euce of lhe two rivers, it would have
regulated flows into the Valley.

However, the reservoir would have

A4 Tribune Newspapers, Sunday, January 10, 1993----- .'.:~=' ..::::.::..-:-;_.~ _::.-:..

State of elnergency ,-,(~;J~{~~~\\ The flood of 1993
~•• ,.l:~' f~.:_~ .. :~~

Planned dams could have eased Valley flooding
'1 The k'<leral government plannL'<I to pany. You .have to have water in tile ing five darns on the Salt and Verde agree over Ule impact the Orme and
'\ • _. compensate the tnbe for some of Its system. rivers.. Clilf dams would have had on the

-\..--!Cliff dam site I land loss wiU, land from the Tonto "Had the weaU,er forecaster been Although some remnants of Plan 6 Valley, both sides agree that alterna-
Bart/ellYl.. ---'~;-'---, lea. National Forcst. . . wrong, and ",:e released all the v:ater are intact, the Cliff Dam site was shot tive structures, river channeling and
lake '\ la~ \1 Ten years and a few winter rarn- and UlCn don t get enough to hllit up, down by environmentalists. bndges, bwlt since 1980 have lessened

) \", stonns later, officials still say a dam we cannot deliver the water the Val- "It wasn't just the bald eagle Urat the effects of last week's flooding.
r ( .•,;' Roosavell ~' is needed to to tame the ramlk1ging ley needs," he said. was an issue, but at the lime, there River crossings such as Gilbert

F~rt' )00..1 lake \. rivers. Flooding last week was not as'bad was actually a bald eagle nest at Ule Road, Alma School Road and McClin-
Indio/' ~.,val~n A h~' "Orme Dam would have done it," as February 1980 when, after nine site of the dam," S<1id Herb Fibel, a lock Drive were designed and built to
i;',',. :/',: l~:; a t1 - s~id Dick PelTeault, chief of planning consecutive days of rain, the raging former president and current mem- withstand more than 150,000 cubic
I I", ~ f:::t°~~J WIth the Mar~~opa County Flood. Con- Salt closed nearl~, every nver cross· berof the Maricopa County Audubon feet of water per second.

-- !'~" '~AJ." """","{:l' Tortilla trol Dlstnct. The bIg problem IS the Ing In the Valley. Tlungs were really SocIety, "Ninety percent of Anwna's Th h 'lin' f th river 1x.'<I
-:::..J Saguaro Flat potential for flooding from a mess," Perreault said. anin1al habitat lives along riparian f e~1l aAnne g. 0 T e to Phoe-

-, .. ' , __l~.~.__ .. watersheds Uwt feed the Salt and Despite pressure from state politi- areas. Clilf Dam would haveeutouta ro~k H ~n~e:n e:n:lAi rt
MOSQ IOr~e d~~s~t~J . W Verde rivers and that's what ~~e're ealleaders and preliminary. federal lot o,f stream site habitats.". :~s c~ns~~ct~nt~r:~~~d a r~ t
-~f' seelllg III the last couple of days. legISlation to fund engrneenng and Rlparran is a natural habItat found rf f t floods pea
",6 --L_; ._..' ~_ Scott Harrelson, a spokesman for site preparation of Orme, the plan along or near a river. pe ormance 0 pas .

. SRI', said early releases of water to was defeated by strong opposition by The benefits of development vs. Paul Cherrington, manager of
L..l.----------.,;T""b-,J make way for incoming runoff was environmentalists and the tribe, environmental preservation is the water engineering and transmission

. "uno not as easy as people think. lIe Soon after the demise of Onne cnlx of arguments bclween flood eon- for SRI', said a flood control dam
inundated a majority of the ]?ort explained that although forecasters Dam's plans, Arizona lawmakers and trol dam proponents and opponents. would solve the Valley's flooding
McDowell Mohave-Apache Indian predicted rain for the Valley last state officials - still recovering from "The environmental groups have a problems. JIe explained the Onne
Commu/uty located norUluf Mesa, as week, SRI' officials' hands were tied Ule 1980 flood devastation - looked very valid eoncern for what could Dam was envisioned to catch the
well as bald eagle nesting areas. to release water in anticipatioll uf the to alternatives. . have happened at the Cliff Dam sile," flood flows of the Salt and Verde

"The loss of our land was our big- coming raills. One alternative was Plan 6, Fibel said. "What does society want lo rivers, Even the alternative, Plan 6,
gest concern. We would have had no ... :'.:You go by the weaUler forecasl to approved on the federal level in 1V81. waive? fl's lhe difference between wOllld have eaplun,'<I all lhat waler.
control of our land," said Tribal Presi·· determine how much you release," The plan included raising Roosevelt development and the damage to "We would have lx.'Cn bleeding U",l
dent Clinton Pattea, whose tribe said lIarrelson. "nut you calUlot Dam - now under way - the con- environment." space oul (of Cliff Dam) at 25,000 cfs
fought and won their ballle against release hal! of the storage system struction of Cliff Dam on the Verde Although environmentalists and rather than the 110 cfs you saw (Fri-
Orme Dam proponents in 1983. Ix.>eause this is a water delivery com- River, and strengthening the remain- .flood control district officials dis- day)," he said.
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David Mcintyre I Staff photographer

Channelization spared the Rio Salado area in the foreground from Salt River flooding, but the bridge In the background was less fortunate.

Flood proves channelization worksGoing
with

the flow

By Karina Bland
Staffwriler

Tempe

I
t was the best test Jim Jones
could have asked for.

When water roared through
the usually dry Salt River bed, it
gave the newly channelized Rio
Salado Project a trial run - and it
worked.

"It was the hard way to learn,
but I believe it was positive from
that standpoint," said Jones, the

city's public works director.

The turbulent water, released
from Salt River Project dams Jan.
8 because of heavy rains, pounded
the Second Mill Avenue Bridge,
still under construction.

Scaffolding from the unfinished
half toppled into the water, adding
51 million to the bridge's price tag
and delaying its opening by
months.

While devastating for the bridge,
the waters proved that channeliza-

tion for the Rio Salado Project
worked. The flow followed the
route it was supposed to.

"At least there's a plus to
something negative'" said Dave
Hanna, chairman of the Rio Salado
Advisory Commission, a group of
citizens.

"We're hardly thrilled that the
bridge will be delayed because they
lost the false work, hut it proved
we've confIned the river."

See RlVER, Page 5

Randy Reid I Staff photographer
Officials say most of the $1 million in added costs to the flood-damaged Second Mill
Avenue Bridge will be covered by the cDnlract~an~ec:ompa~y_. _

Temporary scaffolding
no match for river flow
By Karina Bland the original, started tumbling
Staff writer into the water about 12:30 p.m.
TE~lPE - While the Second The completed half remained

Mill Avenue Bridge didn't actu- intact as did the cement footings
ally fall down, it did make for of the unfInished part of the
dramatic footage on the nightly bridge.
news. Floodwaters were pouring from

Workers still are picking up daros on the Salt and Verde
the pieces from the thrashing the rivers.
half-<lone bridge got Jan. 8 when Meeting just before the Gran-

ite Reef Dam northeast of Phoe
officials at the Salt River Project nix, the rushes poured over the
released water into the normally daro's edge, into the lower Salt
dry river after heavy rains. River and toward the new bridge.

"We'll go back and repair what That meant 92,000 cubic feet of
was damaged," city Public Works water per second were pounding
Director Jim Jones said. "Thank- against the two bridges by 1 p.rn"
fully, there was no damage to the SRP spokeswoman Teri Morris
permanent structures." said.

Scaffolding that protected the By 4 p.m., when half the
unfInished half of the bridge, scaffolding bad collapsed, the

which spans the river just east of __.-_ _ _.5P.P. RRmr.lI_ Page 5
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Channelizing the river bed freed
hundreds of acres from potential
flooding and pro_ided extra space
for the Rio Salado Project, a
planned lakeside area of restau
rants, resorts and recreation areas.

Its 515 million tab was picked
up by Tempe, the Maricopa County
Flood Control District and the
Arizona Department of Transpor
tation.

What it meant during the recent
flooding was that no water escaped
its banks. and debris from upriver
was ushered through rather than
being caught on the banks.

"The same type of flood 10 years
ago would have done a lOt more
damage to property and homes'"
Jones said.

And Tempe will have less
cleanup to do than other cities.

"Certainly. they've got a lOt
more debris," Jones said. "We're
worried as much as the others
about cleanup for health and
5Jfety reasons. but we're going to
h;lye less of a problem because
we're channelized. Our banks are
not nearl\' as bad as vou !:ee in
~lesa nnd ·Phoenix.·' .

In ~o\-ember 198i. Arizona ''-Ot·
"~'."; turned down a mul jbiilion~ol-

Jar proposal to clean up the Salt
River bed and build the Rio Salado
Project throughout the Valley.

However, in 1990, Tempe de
cided to do it alone because its
voters had overwhelmingly ap
proved the project.

Watching water tumble through
the river bed makes it easier to
visualize what the Rio Salado
Project will be like. Jones said,
adding, "I certainly hope our lake
is not going to be as brown and
muddy as that."

The channel is dug out with
two-tiered banks. No water rose
above the lowest jog. Even if it
had, only bike trails and hiking
paths will be built that far down.

"They will be the sort of things
we're willing to get wet." Hanna
said. "If you lose some of those
once every 15 or 20 years. you can
JUSt say, 'Let's put it back.' But no
buildings or people."

Even if the river floods once the
project is completed. Jones said no
businesses or buildings would be
affected. even those built on piers.

"They would be up high enough
so I wouldn't anticipate any prob
:ems with them." he said.

water was running at 110,000 cfs.
The scaffolding started collaps

ing when the water reacbed about
85,000 cfs, Jones said.

"If you could have beld it to
70,000 or 80,000, we would not
have had near as much damage,"
he said.

But SRP spokeswoman Teri
Morris said there was little choice
because of the heavy storms.

"We decide how much we pass
out of the dams, but we had so
much coming in that we had to
move it:' she said.

The flow peaked at 124,000 cfs
about 10:15 p.m. The bridge. when
fInished, is designed to withstand
250.000 cfs.

While some news outlets re
ported the bridge was collapsing, it
was actually plywood forms and
Steel supports for tbe concrete that
would be poured that toppled into
the water.

However. the oama'5e will in
crease the COSt of the bridge to 57.5
million from 56.5 million.

Half is being paid by the state
Deoartment of Transoorr..ation and
haif by the city. .

Bec3use the cit\' ha:: not taken
p('l~~e!:SlOn l)! the bridze. the

builder, Kraemer & Sons of Minne
apolis, will take the fmancial hit.
Most will be paid by the builder's
flood insurance, offIcials said.

And instead of being done in
August, the bridge probably won't
open until next fall, Jones said.

While the original Mill Avenue
Bridge wasn't damaged, the road
beneath it washed away. It was
scheduled for removal in six
months.

"It just happened early. Nature
took care of it." Jones said. "We're
looking at probably never rebuild
ing that, just fmishing the bridge
as quickly as possible."

The new bridge is being built to
relieve traffic congestion and
make way for the Rio Salado
Project, which will turn the bare
bed into a riverside community of
parks. restaurants and nightclubs.

The new bridge will carry tWO
bnes of northbound traffIc and a
bicycle lane. The old bridge will
handle southbound traffic.
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• 124,000 crs - The amounl Salt River
Project was releasing Jan. 8 when the
raging lorrents tore through the Tn-City
Landnn, knocked down the Mill Avenue
Bridge and caused downstream flooding
In lOW-lying areas. SRP ollicials expect
releases to reach this amount again
today.

II 1 cubic foot 01 water - 7.5 gallons.
• 200.000 cubic feet per second:

- 1,496,200 galloos every second.
_ Enough to lill 60 swimming pools

every second.
_ Enough to fill Sun Devil Stadium

every 85 seconds.
_ A year's supply lor 18 every

second.
- A year's supply lor the entire Valley

every 2.5 days.

• 178,000 cIs - The rocord lor water
releases. reachod during Ule February
1980 Iloads alter nine straight days ot
rain. Tile flCX>ding claimed lour lives and
inundated virtually ovary bridge along the
Salt River, leaving the old Mill Avenue
Bridge as Ihe only artery between the
Easl Valley and Phoenix..

• 200,000 cls - Th" amount projected
by Tuesday if toclay's storm brings the
anticipated 3 lnctles of rain on the Satt
River Project watershed. This amount 01
w?ter could imperil a number of bridges
along the Sall and create wldespremf
downstream flooding.

•
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Strained dams
threaten record
water releases
By Kathy Nixon and Carolyn Huffman
Tribune wnlurs

Valley emergency crews are bracing for
what could be record water releases in l.hp.
next two days from reservoirs supplying the
Valley.

Continued rain Sunday drove Salt Rjver
Project offidals to increase water flows from
dam.s and warn residenlS in low-lying areas
of flood d.3ngcr.

What has become the wettest January in
nearly a century is producing some of the
highest water levels ever in the Salt River
Project watershed.

SHP officials warned Valley cities and
r~idents Utat it may have to release as much
as 200,000 cubic fect or waler per second by
Tuesday njght from Us Granite Reef Diver
sion Dam 32 miles east of Phoenix.

Such a release would far eclipse Ule n:x.'Ord
at Granile Reef of 178,000 crs in 1980, which
compounded statewide Oooding lhat killed
four people.

Should S11. P be force<.! to make rl'Curti
rc1caSt.'S Tucsday, bridges SJhllllling the S.:dl
would bee the largest CUITcnu; in their his
tory.

The Mill Avenue Bridge, whose ncarly
completed sister span was di.lIll;lgL"(! by Oows
n.:adling 124,000 cfs ,Jan. B, wil1 wilitStand the
tlJn..~Jtcrll'(1 rclc;lscs, s;lid TClIlpc offidilb.

•

Stonn
~rom ~g,=e_A:..:..:-1 _

The Mill bridge is designed to will,
sLlod flows as high as 250,000 <.:lS,
said Tempe spokeswoman Nachi
Marquez.

An incoming storm due to hit the
state early this morning could spill up
to three inches onto the already
bloated watershed.

The December and January storms
have dumped more than 1.3 million
acre-feel of water in the Salt River
Project system, sa.id Darrell .Jordan,
snp's m~n3gcr of waleI' resources
managemenL

"This exceeds the amount of water
by nearly 5Q .. percent that SRP
delivers in one year to the entire Val
ley," he said.

An acre foot of waleI' eqll::lCi
325,850 gallons or enough to supply a
family of {ollr for a year.

S.:11l HiveI' ProjL'Cl announced that
water nuw~ at Granite Bed were
expected to reach 100,000 ds by lale
Sunday.

Other troubling news came from
Hooscvclt Lake 80 miles cust uf PliO<.......
nix where WiJtcr threatened to spill
uver a temporary d:ml there.

The so-called cofferdam \v;IS buill
so construction erews could cxp~lnd

:md improve Hoosc\'cH Dam.
"At tills point, we .mUtip..1Ic that

any flow ovcr the cofknJiJlll would be
minim<.ll, <.Ind the cuffcnJalll i~lf

should not be damaged," .Jurli<JfI said.
A 1-foot overflow would increase
w<Jtcr releases from l100scvelt L.1ke
by nbout 2 percent (400 crs), he
explnined. A 2-foot overtopping could
increase lake releases by about 5 per·
cent (less than 1.000 crs).

Though thc bad weather continucs,
Arizoll;l is due for some relief, said
Nation;ll WC<lther Scrvic:e meleorolo-
gi.sl D:IVid Carpenter.

"This'is hopefully the last in a
series. A high pressure ridge corning
in should last nt least a few days and
give us <I very welcome break."

Sllnday urtemooll, the wcalher ser
vice put the entire stilte under a fiood
il no flash flood waming through 9
<J.m. today.

Tooay's slDnn, like the paSI
several, arrivc:s from the P.3ciflc
Ocean but could bring colder tern
pcratures than its prcdccC:S..o:;oT'S.

Sunday's stOim kept lhe slate UIlU
sunlly wnrn, - nt Phoenix Sky 1I0r-

dcgrcl's despite a mostly cloudy (by.
",Ju.st a little bit uf SlllL'ihinc is all it
took 10 l";IP u.s up to lh:lt," C;lrpclIter
said.

The incoming cold could blanket
higher country willi 5 10 7 in<.:hcs of
snow, hringing the snow level down
ncar 6,000 feet _
~rri the VaJley, sanubags and sand
will be available to county residents
thruugh lhe Maric'Opa Cow,ty Depart
ment of Transportation ilnd Ule
county Flood Control Dislric~ said
Warren Leek of Ule M:lricopa County
Dcp<lrtmcnt of Emergency Manage
'lent -

Mary Ulch, n spokesperson fn,. the
Central Arizona Chaptcr of the

I\melican Red Cross, said lhe organi
1..aUon is on alert to assist nood vic
linlS. The agency operated an·
emergcncy shelter for county r~i

jents in the Holly Acres and Cashion
arCJS ncar 115th Avenue last week.
Thnt aren is likely to be hit with addi
tional floods if UIC rain continues.

"We think that might be the area
hit again. H so, we will reopen a shel
ter for them," Ulch said. "Right now,
we are just waiting to see what will
happen. We are watching the situa
tion very closely. Wc will be ready to
provide assistance to whoever needs
it ...

Authorities continued Sunday lO

Record releases

•

search for a woman who was swept
3wny by the Gila nbollt 5:30 p.m.
S<Jturday when the truck sile was
riding in was washed off a closed
streIch of lIighway 587 near Sacaton.

The truck's other two occupants,
both unidentified men, were fished
from the river by a Department of
Public Safety helicopter rescue team.

The Gila River Indian Community
Emergency Operation Center asked
the DPS and the stale Department of
Transportation to pUl more barri
cades on the highway. The road,
which intersects WiUI Intcr.:;lale 10,
has been closed since Jan. 10 due lo
flooding. \ -,



The Blue Paint Bridge over the Salt River is covered during the 1980
flood.
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Here are some major dates in
local flood history: .

1891: The Salt RIver runs wild"
with 300.000 cubic reet of water
per second rampaging through the'
Valley, killing 60 people. Hundreds·.
forced from homes. Pressure.
builds for upstream dams; even· .
tually Roosevelt Dam is con·
strueted.

1921: Flooding damages state
Capitol; Cave Creek Dam con- .
struction begins and is finished in
1923.

1978: Major fIocds in March and
December. Traffic snat1ed as Va~

ley split in fWO with only three
working bridges across the Salt
River to serve nearly 1.5 million
people.

In March, IIlree people reponed
killed statewide with $44 million in
damage. About' 20,000 cfs
released into Salt River. In
December, eight reported killed
statewide. including six swept
away while driving on Inlerstate '7
bridge over Agua Fria River at
Black Canyon City. Release of
115.000 cfs into Satt River.

1979: In January, all but four
bndges are closed as 66,000 crs
released into San River. Releases
of various sizes continue for
months. In December, inte",,· ent
storms lead to more re{eases.

1980: Four deaths statewide.
Nine straight days of rain in
February lead to record 180.000
crs release into Salt River by Satt
River Project. Stewart Mountain
Dam northeast of Mesa feared to
be weakening. but crisis passes.
River runs fex months. leading to
popularity of bus and even train
service. Pressure builds for Orme
Dam northeast of Mesa. but plan
is dropped. Bridges built instead.

1983: Southern, eastern Arizona
are devastated, 13 killed. Only
minor damage in Valley. where
new bndges have minimized pr0b
lems.

1993: Water releases expected
10 hrt 150.000 crs.

A history
of floods

linally changed our philosophy of say
ing, 'We're in a desert and there is
nothing that rain or water release
could do to us.' ..

Actually, despite the "Valley of the
Sun" nickname. flooding always has
been part of the area's challenges.

The first big recorded flood
occurred in 1891, when a 300,000 cfs
deluge rampaged through the Valley.
This flood killed 60 and forced bun
dreds lrom their homes. and caused
millions of dollars in damage.

'There were no dams then. and
everyone started thinking about build
ing them after that flood of '91," said
Susan Fitzgerald. a public inIorma
tion officer for the Maricopa County
Flood Control Districl

Another flood roared through in
1905.

And in 1919, a flood destroyed the
fancy new $100.000 bridge built by
Tempe near the present Mill Avenue
Bridge.

In Mesa during this same flood. two
boys who were duck hunting in the
riverbed near what is now Country
Dub Drive avoided a watery death by
ctinging to the top of a cotwnwood
tree for a day and a night

In 1921, floodwater made its way
into the state Capitol The flood
prompted the building of . the Cave
Creek dam, which was flIllShed Ul

1923. .
There also were major floods in

1943 and lour in the 1950s. when one'
caused major problems at Luke ~
Force Base in the west Valley.

Other floods took place in 1965 and
'72.

In ~larch 1982. rains prompted a
release of up to 9.000 crs. That in turn
led to the closure of 16 riverbed cross
Ulgs.

U you think the floods that hit the
Valley on Friday are a rarity, think
again.

As recently as 1978, 79 and '80,
floods tormented the Valley. At the
time. the area was about as prepared
for rain as Europe was for the plague.

When the Salt River Project's
reservoirs on the Salt and Verde
rivers were lilled by runelf, SRP sent
huge water releases into the nonnaUy
dry riverbed.

And with as few as two reliable
bridges over the river, a half-hour
corrunute turned into a three-hour
adventure lor the estimated 200,000
Vallev residents who crossed twice
each day.

In those years. Valley commuters
tined up for miles around the Mill
Avenue Bridge - the only reliable
road spanning the surging Salt River
in the East Vallev.

Drivers waltiilg in line on Mill
would be cheered by rowdy students
standing on the balconies of 'nearhy
restaurants.

An Apache JWlCtiOn couple told 01
a five-hour trip horne from Phoenix
Sky Harbor International Airpon.

In May 1979 eight cars were
stranded - and one woman nearly
killed - tr)ing to cross a flooded
Country Duh Drive in Mesa. State
highway officials allowed the road to
remain open despll.e a water release
of 1.300 cubic lee! per second A state
olficial blamed drivers "who don't
watch wbere they're going."

The darkest of these times was just
plain scary.

Starting OIl Feb. 13, 1980, measur
able rain fell fOf: nine straight days
At the time. SRP's reservoirs were
a bout 90 percent fill

On Feb. 16, SRP released a record
180.000 cfs into the river. And with
J1lOther big storm on Ute way.
Stewart ~lountain Dam northeast of
~Iesa was thought to be in danger of
giving way.

But the next storm wasll't so bad
and the crisis passed. Vet the waler
rao through the ri~ off and on
for mon~ 5er\ing as a reminder of
nature's unpredictable power.;.,

The floods prompted calls by politi
cal leaders for building more darns,
particularly the <octroversial Orme
Dam that would have inundated most
of the Fort McDowell Mohave
Apache Indian Community.

EnvinoomentalislS and supporters
of the Indians urged building more
bridges.

And when alternatives to Orme
were proposed by federal enginee~

Orme was dropped and the bridges
were built And subsequent floods
caused lewer problems.

SRP officials were sensitized to the
need to keep flood cootrol - not just
water storage - in mind as they
operated their dams.

The problem of overgrazing by cat
tle on the Tonto National Forest
watershed also was ....iewed as contri
buting to the flooding.

The problem of allowing develo!"
ment in flood plains came into focus
as well

Part of the federal plan finalized in
1984 to increase storage capacity on
the watersheds was a new dam on the
Verde River, but that was killed in the
late '80s wben environmentalists
charged it would darr.age fragile bald
eagle habitat Construction began in
1991 on anotber part of the plan.
increasing the height of Roosevelt
Dam on the Salt River.

SRP officials warned in late 1991
that work on the darn would severely
limit Roosevelt's storage capacity
and thus increase the likelihood of
both flooding and drought in the Val
lev until work was completed in
1995.

In recalling the floods of the late
',Os and 1980. William LoPiano, a for
mer mayor of Tempe who has Lived
tn the Valley for 42 \"ears. said. "We

By Mike Tulumello

and Joe Costanza
Tnbune wnte<s
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Tribune Newspapers, Saturday, January 9,1993
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Floods often
tested Valley's
preparedness

"fhe flood of 1993•
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FLOODS OF '93
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Contributing to this article were Bob'
Golfen and Hal Mattern of The Arizona
Republic.

Unfinished spans~~_

prove no match
for fury of Salt
6 other bridges closed by torrent '.
By Pamela Manson
and Paul Brlnkley·Rogers
The Arizona Republic

Rushing wat~rs closed six bridges
and all unbridged washes across the
Salt River on Friday, said Sgt. Jay
Ellison of the Maricopa County
Sheriff's Department.

Closed IVere bridges at 35th, 51st,
67th, and 91s( avenues, as well as at
McKellips and Gilbert roads, he said.

Debris-laden water pounded at the
unfinished Mill Avenue bridge
throughout the day. The concrete
arches in (he finished section at the
southern end held, but the flood
knocked OUI several temporary ply'
wood sp.:ms supported by dozens of
vertical steel beams.

The old. 11V0-lane Mill Avenue
bridge was nOt damaged and was open
to bumper-te-bumper traffic.

Aboul 100 spectators gathered at
each end of the bridge Friday
afternoon to watch the Salt River rip
the unfinished section apart. Many
carried video cameras.

"This is our date," Bridget
O'Rourke, a 17·year·old Tempe resi·
.dent, said as she joined the crowd
watching the scene with fascination.

"Hey, it's better than the movies.
And it's free, too," said her boyfriend
Roger Knauss, 18.

A group of construction workers
speculated about whether the nood
would rip out the rest of the
uncompleled pan of 'he bridge.

"Water is weird," said Rudy
Hernandez, 28. "You got concrete.
You got sleel. You hit that with your
fist and you will hurt.

"But that river. It is just water, but
it is cutting through that bridge like a
knife."

Downriver, raging waters at the
35th Avenue bridge attracted a
handful of onlookers.

The bridge was closed at 2 p.m.
after water washed over its southern
access, but not before it nearly
claimed the lives of two people.

Phoenix police Sgt. William John·
ston said the people were stranded on

Photos by Rob Schumacher IThe Arizona Republic
At 5:10 p.m. Friday, another span of the unfinished Mill Avenue bridge gives way to surging floodwaters and collapses.
The Salt River on Friday knocked out several temporary plywood spans supported by dozens of vertical steel beams.

•

•

Woman clings
to tree in creek

•

By Mark Shaffer
The Arizona Republic

As the churning water in Dry Beaver Creek rose
to within 6 inches of her feet, Amy Janes said,
adrenaline kept her hands clamped to the little tree
in the creek bed. Janes, 18, clung to the tree for
seven hours late Thursday before being rescued.

Janes, a Nonhern Arizona University student,
had gone on a canoe trip shortly after 5 p.m.
Thursday with her f:lther, Earl Janes, a Camp Verde
post-office employee, on the creek south of Sedona.

BUI a wave flipped their canoe, and Amy Janes
grabbed a tree as she noated past. Earl Janes Swam
ashore and drove back to C:lmp Verde for help.

Then, the serious nooding came downstream.
Amy hnes said the water rose a fOOl within an hour
as she clung to the cottonwood tree, which measured
only 6 inches in diameter.

"1 figured at first that I would get out prctty
quick," she said. "Out Ihen, I really got worried and
started praying really hud when I saw that wasn't
going to h3ppen."

Rescue personnel from CJmp Verde arrived ",bout
3n hour Iatcr but didn't have the equipment to pull
her to safety, she fcralled.

White-water specialists from the Prescott Fire
Department lin:1l1y were able 10 pull hcr onto a boat
J[ 11:40 a.m. Frid3Y, Janes said. She said she was
IrC3led for :1 mild case of hypothermia.
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Tom Tingle I THE PHOENL"{ GAZErT'E
Earthmovers and trucks place boulders near the Salt River's
edge to buffer the Tri-City Landfill.

Earlier floods created grief.
for motorists, homeowners:'

Landfill's contents
may flow down Salt
Rushing water strips layer of embankment
By David Hoye mental departme~l.on Friday met
THE PHOENLX GAZETrE ....;th Gov. Fife Symington. and

Floodwaters breached a portion representativf"'5 from the Indian
of the Tri-City Landfill near Mesa community and the cities that use
late Friday, and officials feared a the landfill.
major portion of the Indian-Qper- In a letter to those parties
ated dump could wash down the Thursday, FOJ said that the state
Salt River this weekend. has tried in vain to resolve the

Craig Zentgraf, an engineer !:mdfill problem .. and that he feels
with the Arizona Department of obligated at thi.; ttme to explore
Environmental Qualitv, said he the state's legal options."
watched as rushing water eroded Department .:pokesman John
about 100 feet of embankment Godec said that after last year's
around the landfill and eXp05ed a flooding. the Ineian community,
iayer of construction debris. the cities and the U.S. Army Corps

He estimated there is 150 to 200 of Engineers agreed to draft a plan
feet of soil and rock standing to shore up the landf1.l1 and
between the noodwaters and the prepare it for d~-ure by October.
main portion of the landfill. wruch Tne plan ..-as supposed to be
contains layers of commercial and completed by August, GOOec said,
residential garbage from ~1esa. "but the U_S., Emironmental Pro
Scottsdale and Tempe. teet ion Agency and this agency are

"It might survive this release. not aware .?i it having ever been
but if we get more rain tomorrow. completed.
the next releo...<e will do it:' he said. Tribal leace,.; were planning a

This is the ~econd cOrL.~U[h·e meeting this ::laming to discuss
year the landfill operated by the the Salt Ri\:er water releases_
Salt River Pima-~laricoDa Indian Janet JOnn..~D, a spokeswoman
Community has been biamed for for tribal Pr",icent Ivan :>'lakil,
sending garbage and debris down ~aid the gow:-nor. during last
the Salt River. January's rain.;. offered to help the

Both incidents followed major tribe with 53DJ.L..-xl, but the tribe
storms that forced the Salt River ne\'er recel\-ed the money.
Project to release water from ~tak.il said the tribe shored up
Granite Reef Dam into the nor- the landfill "ith a 5400,000 reno-
mally dry riverbed. _'·a_t_io_n_. _

Flows in the river were expected Includes inforJ13.u·on from
to reach near·record levels today.

Ed Fox, director of the en\o;ron- reporter Bert..- Reid.

jJHC~ LiX -:;<Zi77L-:
;J (1 .( Cj I '19.3

I

.In FebruMY and March of
1978. floodwaters along the Salt
River washed out an Interstate 17
bridge of the Agua Fria River and
killed six peeple. The only city
bridge that re",ained open during
the flooding ..-as the Central Ave
nue Bridge, ~hich sustained heoxy
damage.

• [n .December 1978, another
stann calL"€'d extensive damage
along the Salt River, including
iosses to sand and gravel opera
tions along the banks of the river.

The two stOrrrt-S caused an esti·
mated 5113 million damage. ac
cording to the Arizona Depart
ment of Transporunion.

• In 1980. a storm so severe it
might be e'-pe1:ted to occur only
once ever\' 101) \'ears caused
563.7 millio'n C3!:lage in the Val·
ley. including i...'-:come loss and
emen;ency S€!"'ykes. The storm
forced hundred.; Ot people from
their homes and :eit three dead.

Salt River Projfft officials were
forced to relea;e water into the
Salt River to oratect Stewart
:>.Iountain Dam ':,om collapsing
after the ,\r::ly Corps of Engineers
found sectio~ oi \~e concrete were
··unbondinz.·· These releases
cau.:::ed nl3siiw t:3ific snarls and
prompted a re\'ie',\'" of nood-control
prO~3rns.

By Victor Dricks
TI-lE PHOE~,GAZETTE

Since 1978, three massive floods
have soaked the Valley, causing
5177 million in damage to homes
and businesses, washing OUt

bridges. and leaving thousands of
residents temporarily homeless.

Although the Valley gets an
average of only 7 inches of rain
annually, events of the past week
demonstrate it is not immune to
the caprices of nature.

The Valley is a drainage for
50,000 square miles. When it rains
heavily, we get runoff from most of
the state and parts of New l\lexico.

The "granddaddy of all floods"
- the most severe in Maricooa
County on record - occurred 'in
1891. -sending 300.000 cubic feet
per second of water roaring down
the Salt River. It prompted local
fanners to pool their resources and
form a flood control district.
Within 10 years, they started
damming the Salt River.

Those efforts did little to protect
the Valley from the fun' un·
leashed bl' ~lother Nature three
times over the past 15 years. The
speed and volume of storm runoff
take many people by surprise here.
said Susan Fitzgerald, a spokes
woman for the ~'laricopa County
Flood Control District.

MARICOPA COUNTY
ThIrd Avenue north of Circle

Mountain Road
19th Avenue - Joy Ranch

Roaa to Desert Hills Drive
35th Avenue - Baseline Road

to Southern Avenue
361h Avenue at Gila River
5ith Avenue at Salt River
91st Avenue at Salt River
99th Avenue at Union Hills

Onve
T07th Avenue at Hatfield and

Unton Hills
1 T5th Avenue at Gila River
211th Avenue south of Grand

Avenue
355th Avenue at Indian School

Road
Seventh Street at Carefree

Highway and north of Carefree
Hlgnway

Airport Road at Gila River
9a~len Dam Road east ot

Cave Creek Road
Carefree Highway at Cave

Creek Wash
Baseline Road - 331st Ave

nue to Johnson Road
Cave Creek Road north 01

Bartlett Road tornoH
Conon lane at litchfield Road
Crismon Road north 01 Broad·

:wab~~a~alley Road _ 75th to
83rd avenues

Desert Hills Road at 19th
Avenue

RO~~ a~ia;PaeRi~~;d and Fornes

Gilbert Road at Sail River and
between Beeline Highway and
Thomas Road

Kelley Road at New River and

Inlr:~:tep~:a~~lla~~~~a~Ulh of
Lake Access Road

Lone Mountain at East 5000
block

Lower Buckeye Road at Agua
Fria River

McKellips Road at Salt River
McKellips Road at Alma

School Road
New River Road at Circ!e

Mountain
New River Road nonh of Lake

Pleasant Road
New River Road east of Inter

stale 17
New River Road south of Ag

Springs Road
New River Road at Interstate

17 exit lor Circle Mountain Aoad
Old Stage Road at New RIVer

Wash
Panon Road at 193rd Avenue
Patton Road at Hassayampa

River
Panon Road west 01 U.S. 50
PierpOInt Road at Gila River
R.H. Johnson Boulevard at

Alleoo
Reems Road - Nonhern Ave

nue to Cactus Road
Rincon Road In Wickenburg at

U.S. 89
Southern Avenue west of Miller

Road
Arizona 74 - 99th Avenue 10

Interstate 17
University Drive east 01 Ells·

wonh Road

SCOTTSDALE
Pima Road nonh of Lone

MountaIn Road
At Inalan Bend Wash - IndIan

~~~a D~le:~' O~I;~:~h~~1' ~~t
rabbit Road, Roosevelt Slreet ana
Murray Lane.

GLENDALE
5':'lh Avenue north of Union

Hills Drive
57th Avenue nann of Union

Hills Drive
67th Avenue north of Bell Road
83rd Avenue north of Union

HIlls Drive

WEST VALLEY
Arizona 85 south of BUCkeye

EAST VALLEY
Gilbert Road at the Salt River

These street~ were closed

~r~~~~ ~~~r~~ee I~:~k~~d~emain
PHOENIX

Beardsley Road - Sevenlh
Street to Seventh Avenue

Deer Valley Road east of
Seventh Street

Union Hills Drive - Seventh
Street 10 Seventh Avenue

Union Hills DrIVe west of
Central Avenue.

Washington Street - Second
to FOUr'ltl streets

Seventh Avenue - Union Hills
OrlVe 10 Bell Road

Seventh Avenue at Grovers
Avenue

27th Avenue at Happy Valley
Road

29th Avenue at Pinnacle Peak
Road

35th Avenue at Pinnacle Peak
Road

35th Avenue at Deer Valley
Road

35th Avenue - Lower Buckeye
10 Broadway roads

48th Avenue - Tomo Lane 10
Qralbi Drive

91st Avenue at Salt River

.Street
Closures

•

•

•
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have been placed at various entry locations'
on the waterway. .

Those measures were taken last year after
26-year-old Brian Tr~nary drowned in the

same location.
Wilson, a dentist at Williams Ai Force

Base, and Taylor, a physician in Tempe,
began their trip with two other canoeists,
about 10:30 a.m. near Country Club Drive ih '
Mesa.

The journey apparently went smoothly
until they hit Hayden Road. About 30 yards
from the Hayden Road Bridge is the hydrau
lic,

"The thing about this is, is that the hydrau
lic structure is doing exactly what it's sup-

Please see Drownings / B6

The three governinental groups will meet
Monday to determine what measures can be
taken to avoid another tragedy.

·Merkel and Jim Phipps, public information
officer for the flood control district, said
engineers will meet to discuSs the possibility
of modifying the structure and looking at
safer alternatives.'

"It's impossible to put up fences, and
maybe we'll put warning signs all the way up
the river," Phipps said. "Right now, there are
12 signs along the river; but mayhe there
wasn't one at the right spot."

The orange, 5-by-B-foot signs are installed
as far: .e,l;l,st, as Alma School Road, and fences

i
~

, : ~. . ". ." . " . . I

~ity,·state to weigh river safety I

Drownings underscore dangers"By JeffreY.Crane
Tribune writer'

Three deaths in the last year in the swollen
. Salt River in Tempe have left little doubt of, ing the discovery of the bodies, Tempe, the

, the w~terway's power to kill,', .. ' '. ' , ,,' Arizona Department of Transportation and

Theiunwflnted reminder came Thursday, the Maricopa County Flood Control' District

when; a::dentist and a doctor 'from .Tempe . discussed the dangers along the river.

died in' the Salt during a canoe expedition in',' All have the same message, .

the same· turbulent waters where another:' The river is dangerous - stay out of the

,Tempeandrowned ayear ago. . river.

. Authorities pulled the bodies of Dr. James " ."No one is trying 'to point fingers about

WilsOn and Dr. Finis Taylor from the Salt late·, 'who's to blame, because we all know tills is a

. ThurSday. afternoon, downstream' from a ' .collective problem," said Tempe City Attor

, flood control hydraulic. The hydraulic, which ney Dave Merkel. "We don't want these

creates a J5-feet. deep, powerful, undertow,' adverse consequences to happen again, and it

had separated the two men from their canoe certainly is not a desirable situation.

at about'no~:m,<;,,:, .:.:... , ,',' ,,',': ,'., "We have to figure out ways to try to (eUm-

Durin'gthe search and iinni'ediately follow" inate) the potential for risk,"

~ _.. :~~'~~.~" _':<;~.: .. '.":;:""\~';J.' ..•:._I0'_<_"'~" .. ;' .. :~ .,'
',"

.

: ,
~pOsed,to do," Merkel said. "But at a
:certain velocity of the water, Ule tur
: bqlencc, the eddying, UlUt begins.
That happened yesterday (Thursday)
and before."

.. Officials said that at a flow rate of
between 5,000 to 8,000 cubic feet per
second, the water's velocity is such

that the concrete stmcture develops
the violent, swirling undertow that
trapped its three victims.

AnoUler variable, Phipps said, is
that the width of the river has been
narrowed for a construction project
hy Aoo1' on the north 'cnd of the
hydraulic structure. That forced
about twice as much water over the
wall as will pass through when the
Rio Salado channelization process is
complete.

, "'me' water v;,m'be spread out over
. a much larger area and not detoured

over the hydraulic," Phipps said,
"Once the construction is done by
ADOT, the water .will be more shal-
low." .. ', ;" .

Officials' with 'ADOT said the con
structionproject may be completed
by the end of thc year, depending on
when the river goes dry. The rest of
the channeling can then be finished in
about six months.



Mary Benin
Tempe
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Victims weren't reckless
Recently, Finis Taylor and Jim Wilson lost

their lives in a canoeing accident on the Salt
River in Tempe. The news coverage stressed the
danger of the river, the fences, the warning signs
and the previous accidents there.

I'm concerned that the negative news
coverage may cause their friends, patients, par
ents who trusted Boy Scouts to their care and
even family members not just to doubt their
decision to be on the river that day, but also to
reassess their respect and admiration for the
men. These ~en were not reckless.

My friend Finis Taylor was a cautious, care
ful man who was conservative in his medical
treatments, put safety first with the Boy Scouts
and always chose the safest cars to protect his
family. Finis would never have put himself in
danger.

So why was he on the river that day?
Finis was an experienced canoeist who knew

that the Salt River was dangerous when it was
surging, and he and his friends had waited for
the flow to reduce to a safe level for canoeing.

The river was not overly rough and they had
no problems with the water currents unW they
came to the hydraulic, which they did not know
existed and could not see unW they were upon
il

Unlike a natural waterfall, the hydraulic was
not preceded by whitecaps. Despite what offi
cials have said, at Country Club Drive where
they entered the water there were no warn
ing signs or fences, and there were no signs on
the river warning them of the upcoming hydrau
lic. If there had been, they would not have been
on the river, or would have gotten oul

Finis and Jim lost their lives because of a
man-made hydraulic and because of their lack
of knowledge of its existence.

I want the community, their patients, friends,
and especially their children, not to let the cause
of their deaths diminish the respect they deserve
for the quality of lives they led.

They were good doctors, husbands, fathers,
Boy Scout leaders, and friends, and should be
remembered for the good that they did for all
those whose lives they touched.
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Evacuation
is the 5th in
15 years for
one district·

The t\r1'f.U/l~ Ill.'/lubllc Sl.ltllnluy, JUllllar)' Y, 199J

Contributing to ttlis artIcle weI e AI I
Thomason, Jim Walsh and Guy Web·
ster of Tile Arizona RepubliC.

Ahhough Ihe river has risen before,
"it's onl)' beell abeul half of Ihis," she
said, "This is re'll. There's no gelling
ilrO\lmllhi::a."

A Ithuugh :U1thorilie::a evacu;J,tcd
only sh. mobile homes, Red Cruss
vulllnll.:crs Fritlay aflanoon beg;1l1
lIcllill~ up a )heha for 1:\,:Jl:Uce) 011 a
Wcslwood High School gymnasium
abolll five miles soulh of lhl' mobile,
home p;lrk,

Millicn's neighburs Ilervou::-Iy a~kcJ

"fe~a polke whether thcy wuuld b~

lhe IlC,'!;t in lillC for eV:Jcuatioll,
Joseph Duprey L'riticizcd ::-tatc

nuOd-Wlllflll cfforts,
") 1.':111'\ hdie\'c lh:tllhey Jon', h:l\l:

IIlort.: nOlltl nmlflll," he ~aid. "11\ a
joke."

Shellon was nngry,
''They could h3\'e been releasing

60,000 cubic feCi nil Ihis week, lhen
there'd be no problem," Shcllon said.

"nut Ihey try 10 kccp as l1luch
W'llt:r as Ihey Ciln for IhL' farmers."

In MI.'sa, polkc evacuated the sh
mohile !lOIllI.:!l dosc::-l lu Ihe rising Sail
River al Ihc Ilaw:Jiian Family "'lobile.:
Home Purk,

"Ill a wny. it's very cxhilarnling,
Inll ill :l WilY, it '::a ver), ~c.:llr)',"

Collcnnc Millkn s~lid, Sill.: SPClll :111
day pucking, believing lhul her 12· by
50,foot trailer \\'ould be washee! away,

"If you ::acc it noaling, huve
~Olllconc call us," said D:llll1Y Millicll,
her hu~hallli. "You've got In h<.lllg ill
Iherc, therL"s 110 Dlher c.:hoit:e."

Collclllle said Ihey h<.lYC Iltl irl!lur
:lIlC;C, Tltey have lived ill lhl.: Intiler till

Coulllry Club Drive, north of McKcl
lips Road, for 10 yeors.

f
··, i

.' ,.. ../ J7(, -~ I._A,.. (,
,: '/-to)/),,!,'djx

house, counlry living and our house: roof in places, and sn'lkcs were
payments arc S67. We have nood crawling all over,"
imurance, ::au \\'h~ll Ibis Iwppcns, we The: rc:placcmcnt, a double-wide
JUSI gI:l moving. \\'1.' jll~1 do II." I railer, was plvoled 90 degrces by Ihc

A few miks ll\\'ay, Venila ami Ch.'o flood in 1980,
WC::a1 Wl.'fe moving evaYlhing: r<.'lc\·i- "We jusl decided 10 Icav!: il Ihere,"
~l{)m, 1111 P0rl ,Ill I p,tpelS, l,tlll1ly (l1L" she !laid,
turD fIlcy 1\1\[ tlu;lI Ir,lda hoUll' ,lIIl! V Ne:lrhy, hille-ulliforlned cnnviels
l'\'l'fylhillg ill il in IlJ7~, filleJ ::aulldbags alit! sladcd thcm

"NllW I wOrld,a I.:vcry lime it :Jcross Iht: bladtop of 1151h Avenue,
millS," ::aaid Venila, who call scc tht: illld a bulldozer piled up earth 10

SaIl Rivl.'f frlllll Ilh:ir pmpl:ny Oil ~horl' lip Ihl: lilll.: of lkfcllse from Ihl.:
1151h A\'l'lItlc ~ollih of Suulhern rising Willcrs 10 the height of a t1ikl::
AvellUC. Ihat is new since Ihe previolls nom!.

ller d:luglllcr, Kat hy Trimhle, will J7arrhcr we~l, nC:lr 21 tilt Avellue :II
IltVCf forgel Ihe Ulll,'XIX't,:tcd \\,all.:rs ill the cd~e of thc Gila Rivcr, wurkers ;It
197M. the Ikarllallli Dairy IO;ldcd ahout 800

"I was 61,-i 1111111111:o; prq~l1:lItl." !lhl.: l'tm~ nnW flW.:b,

said, "\V~ WI.' fl.· wading Ihfllllgll "The walcr\ gelling pr\.'lty high,"
w;n'll,dL'ep wala, ;Hld I I.'tutlll ::a\.'c ;111 dairyman ~'li"'~ Rainw;llcr said, "\V~

Ih\.' g\'phl.·r~ ;lIul ~Il:lI.C~ lln:llillg hy, liglllni wr hdll'f 11l11Vt: Iltelll ralhL'r
When we weill h;,d ill Ihc trailer. thai' l:lking a charKe."
there w;,s sand and lIlud a::a lugh ns Ihc Nt;lrby, Ull Helo:.!1 Road, Gcne

How water flow is measured

WHERE TO FIND
HELP, SHELTER

V For help and referrals,
the Flood Relief Hotline (Span,
ish operators available):

In Phoenix, 263·8856.
Outside Maricopa County,

1·800·352·3792.
v Shellers have been es,

tablished by the American Red
Cross at these sites:

Westwood High School, 945
W. Eighth St., Mesa.

littleton Elementary School,
1252 S. I 05th Ave., Cashion.

Tile Seventh-day Adventist
Church, Wickenburg,

OK," )hc solid.
Nexl door, lhe FMlllers ure ll\adillg

Ihdr couch onto a !loBbed lnlCk.
"I'I..'(lplc ask why we ~[ay," I{em.·c

Fnrlller said, "We haw UII acre lhal'::a
:til paid fur. We have a threc-bedroom

Neighborhood has its 5th evacuation in 15 years
"

- NEIGHBORHOOD, {rolll p:lgc. A I ,~----------- _

"I should have known if nODded
hal'. fiut when I bought Ihe huuse in
1975, I (hought fhey lill.ed lhe rivCf ~o

il wouldn't nood."
I Oliver's SOliS helped him 10;:ld

everything into 1\ lIlo\'ing vall so
quickly lhill the magnels wac slill on
tlie frollt of Ihe rl:frigcfillOr, Cru
l.:llclcd ilfghans cu::ahioncd brcakilblcs
Sluing next 10 bags or dog food.

''') hnd IWQ cows," he said. "They
just'lOuk thcrn away,"

'Across the ::afreL't, JIKly lIill SIOOtl
ill the living room of her log horne,
her, fllrnilUrc ::auspclI(lt:d by rope from
the log beams,

"We hav~ il down now so we elm
move oul ill abollt three hnllr::a," she
)lnid,

Oncc the wafers rc<.:cde, ::ahc i.lnd her
hmh:lllll, Jcrr)', hose oil' Ihc firqllacl',
Icli.,bh Ihc logs lllllJ 11IlI\I.: had ill.

"As long as lh~ ropes hold, wc're

By Judy Nichols
1 Ile Arizona Republic

PI:1C Ollvl:r, 76, stood ill lh~ so'eel
ill frollt of his now-empty house,
dUll:hillg J Roi-Tarl cig:lr bo:< nlled
\\illl CJlth: (L'cdpb, vowing /le"er 10
relllr'l. .

Thl: dr:lpcs ill his fn>lll window
afC lied lip (Q the ceiling Wilh ropc.
S.tJldb:lgs :uc ~tadcd agJinst Ihe:
rUm! d0or. a heuge ag;linsl fhe rising
"ail.'() llf lhe Gil:l :1nd Salt rivers,
\\hidl L'tlll\agc: l1c;lr 115th Avellue.

Th~ll\ juSt ca~1 of Oliver's lh:igh.
bmhnud, 1lolly A(;'(c;s.

"This i:. the 1;1)( lime," he 'sriid:
~clliJlg hb jaw. "Damn right. I
~Ih.llhl have kfl aflo.:r Ihl.' lir~1 lill1C.
rill ~lIrr)' I C\'l'( did I.:\)/Ih: bal.:k.':

Olin:r and hi) neighbors ure
wc!l-:II.'(jtlailHcd with nODUS. They've
Ila.! 10' nee lhdr horne'i five limes
llllW, indlldillg "dlc big llllC" ill
1~78.

Th.11 lilllC, lherl' wa~ 110 llotic~

WhCll [Ill' ri\l'f~ overlltlWed, aud I1lO~1

fll'Opk illdudillg Oliva, ItlSl every
Illillg. Silh.'C Ihcn, lhey'vl' p:lch'd up
arld kn I\lil'e III 1l)~O ~lld again in
I'l~.\.

1I-1 bub, pickup lrllds, htlr~e

1l.liln'. [f:ll'\lll~, allYlhillg. [hal l'ould
Jllll"C tlr halll, lilled lite ~HI,:l.:b of
Ilull)' Acre), 1:1) pt.'opk loadcd Iheir
)Or~S, wu)hing mJchincs and dogs.

o. J was horn ora haL' :II 9lsi
A\'l·l\\lC OlnJ I.t\wc:r BUl·kcyc," Oliver
~.l;d, p:ll:illg al"fll~S hi::a drivl.:way.

- SCC· NEIGHBORHOOO, 1'.1;" ..1 IIJ

Slid your fillger into till: Sail Hive!', alld in tlll~ lICl,:OIll!,
150,DOO cuhie f'·I:[ of waler will pa::a'l hy. Ihl[ l·llhit: fc\.'[ pcr
'Icl:ond b an indl.'l:iplll:rablc nlea~llrCllll'lll ftlr lllmi peopk

Ikl'amc Ii:\\' or us havc il cuhie IllIII of ,uill. ill [h\.'
n:frigt:ralor, il lllay he helpful hI lhink ill l('flll~ Ill' galloll'l
A cuhic Illot of water (olll:lil\~ 7.5 galhlll'l, SIl, Ihl.: nnw tlr
the Salt Iral\~1:tlcs I\l lllore Ihall 1.12 milli!II' t:;llhlll'l a
~ccl>lld.

TIJ:ltllow L'Ullld:
• Fill 50 ~wil1lllling poo" a '1I.'L'ontl,
• PmviLlc [he tlilil)' wall'r neclh tlf PI1fk'lli~ in jll)t four

minules,
• Fill Horsc~hoe ;llld ll:1nlell lakes ill a day,
• Provide Ihl: allnual W;.L[l'f llet:d~ of all [he Vallcy citk,

ill I~~s than JY2 d:lYs.
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VALLEY
FLOOD
PLAINS
"!!l~ Areas not necessarily

affected by flooding
but recognized by the
county as flood plains

o Bridges and roads .f j/
across the Salt River ~ ,j'
that were closed Friday /f
Evacuated areas III .

Jf BUCKffi

\

GILA BEND

..~

CAVE
CREEK CAREFREE

CO:VIMUNlllES
WHERE FLOOD
EVACUATIONS
HAVE TAKEN
PLACE

Gus Walketn'he Aflzona Republic

Water rises to
the top of a bus
in the Salt River
at 91stAvenue,
where about 18
people were
living in buses,
trailers and
campsites.
Flooding in the
area Friday also
threatened a
Phoenix
waste-water
treatment plant.

Chnstme KelthfThe Aflzona Republic
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MARICOPA COUNTY
BEGINS STUDY OF 10TH
STREET WASH
by Dave Longey

InNovember, representativesof
Maricopa County Flood Control District
met with the North Mountain Village
Planning Committee to announce that
they are beginning a study of flood con
trol measures for the 10th Street Wash.
SVA members Dave Longey and Winn
Green also attended that meeting to
present the Community's and
Neighborhood's concepts, goals and
objectives for the Washas determinedby
Public Workshops in 1992 and as out
lined in the Sunnyslope Planning and
Design Study Report of 1993.

In December, representatives of
the Flood Control District were asked to
meetwith theSVAExecutiveCommittee.
Also attending that meeting were repre
sentativesfrom CountySupervisor Betsy
Bayless' officeandGtyCouncilmanCraig
Tribken's office, as well as SVAmembers
DaveLongey(planner) andHemantPatel
(Engineer). At that meeting the Flood
Control District was asked, and agreed,
to closely conduct the entire project in
coordination with a Gtizens Advisory
Committee made up of members repre
senting the New Northtown Neighbor
hood, the Sunnyslope Village Alliance,
North Mountain Village Planning Com
mittee,andrepresentativesofSupervisor
Bayless' officeandCouncilmanTribken's
office. .

This month, the Flood Control
District will contract an Engineering
Consultant to begin preparation of an
engineeringfeasibility study for the 10th
Street Wash, and representatives of the
Flood Control District have agreed to
attend the February SVA General Mem
bership meeting to discuss the project
with theSunnyslope Community.
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Flood
plain
queried
Study to look at ways
to get rid of status
By Connie Cone Sexton
Staff writer

Friday, November 26, 1993
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A study will get under way soon on how
to help 565 Phoenix homes get rid of their
"designated flood plain" status.

The homes fall along the 10th Street
Wash - a 50- to 100-foot-wide area that
straddles 10th Street from about Griswold
Road to Cheryl Drive.

The Maricopa County Flood Control
District has hired a consultant to fmd
ways to get rid of the flood .plain
designation.

A key to the success of the undertaking
is public involvement, said Jim Phipps, a
spokesman for the flood control district.

Although public hearings on the wash
study won't be held until next year, some
residents know that a consultant has been
selected.

Because rumors are likely to begin
about what work will be done, Phipps
decided to provide an update on the
project to local groups. He spoke to the
North Mountain Village Committee on
Nov. 17.

Phipps said last Friday that the county
is negotiating the consultant contract
with Daniel, Mann, Johnson and Menden
hall, an engineering and architectural
design firm in Phoenix.

"We can't really wait for the informa
tional piece (that would be generated from
the study). We wanted to avoid the rumors
by doing a little bit of public relations on
it now," Phipps said.

Freeing the 565 homes from the flood
plain designation is on the Phoenix wish
list as a priority project for the flood
control district, he said.

"It's a well-<l.eveloped area as far as
residential homes. The flood insurance
map has delineated the area as a 100-year
flood plain. Many people who live there
are paying flood insurance as a result."

Phipps said the aim of the county study
is to come up with about six alternatives

See STliDY. Page '2

STUDY
for modifying the land.

"The alternatives can range
from doing nothing to 'we think we
can come in here with a viable
alternative.' There are a couple of
basins we could put in along the
wash that could take the peak
flow," he said. "You could remove
a lot of people from the flood plain
by doing that."

But if you do put in basins, "the
question is, Where should they
go?" Phipps said. This is informa
tion that the public would want to
share with the consultant, he said.

While the flood control district
cannot spend any money on recre
ational features, it could design
the 'wash for long-range ideas, in
case Phoenix wants to put in a
park in the basins, he said.

But area residents may prefer to
keep it a natural wash, Phipps
added.

Betty Bellanger is one of those
residents.

From Page 1 I
For the past 36 years, she has 'I

lived in a horne at the corner of I

10th Street. I
"I realize it needs some work,

but the city has really been
wonderful about keeping it looking
nice," she said.

I:
"When we first moved out here, /,i!..

people were getting flooded out.
But the city came out and they did I

a fabulous job of making it (the 'I'
wash) deeper and wider. Mter
that, we didn't really have a
problem."

Lately, the neighborhood has
taken to planting wildflowers and
other vegetation.

As far as a new design for the
wash, she likes the natural look. "I
would love to see it a little nicer,
but I just don't feel we should
waste all that money on such

.things as cementing it in or
building a park there, nothing that .
is too drastic."
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Sunnyslope Given
Apology By City
Fred Glendening, city public siderably by a major storm last

works director, t 0 day apolo- August and to a minor extent
gized to a group of Sunnyslope by a rain Tuesday night and
residents for his department's early yesterday.

. "~oof:' in .failin~ to CaITy out a GLENDENING SAID steps
~ plO.ITllSe I egar.ding their com-/have been taken to improve the
. plaInts on dramage. Idrainage in some of the areas.
! Area property was hurt' conJbut that "most of the drainage

_: problems in SunnysJope cannot
,be solved until the Flood Con
trol DistJict provides an outlet
for water via an additional
canal along the Arizona Canal.

In a letter to George F. Gin
ter, executive vice president.
Sunnyslope Chamber of Com
merce, Glendening said:

"Many of the drainage prob
lems have been cau5t;!d by peo
ple building in washes. We are

· doing all we can to discourage
this ·in the future. However.
this does not help to cure the
existing problems. many of
which were created by building
before the area was annexed by
the city.

"WE . ALSO HAVE recently
completed improving the drain-

· age across 12th Street north of
Northern Avenue, and we have

'added niore, outlet capacity
· from the pocket north of the
Arizona. Canal and east of 19th
Avenue.'!.':.,',.. :·:". ;.,

. La:st' ~ptezrib~r; the then· city
Iengineer- promised, abol,lt 12
Iresidents they would' be con
'tacted individually by' the city
iregarding the ~ituation. The
I,engineer left city employment
and turned the matter over to
an assistant. The aSsistant' re-

· signed without passing the cor
respondence over ·to the new
city. engineer'and. the 'residents
were not contacted,. Glendening
said,'

d
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Drainage
System
Sought,

Fre.d Glendening, city public
works director, today recom
mended an immediate start on
an $800,000 flood-control project
in Sunnyslope. . ':." .

It involves c1e;tring a channel
and constructing seven culverts
and small bridges along the
largest drainage way there
the lOth Street Wash., The three
mile-long wash originates in the
vicinity of Cholla:' Street and
Cave Creek Road and terminates
at the Arizona Canal near Tenth
Street.

. GLENDENING will· ask the
Phoenix City Council .Monday
night. to authorize ail i=ed.iate
engineeririg .Contract. That could
be finished by May, he said,

. and construction.' could begin
sOOn afterward.' ..' - -...

In a' memo to. City Manager
Rohert Coop, Glendening wrote,
"The project conforms to that
which has been discussed by
me with the council, and by
Mayor Millon Grahafn and staff
members at a public meeting in
Sunnyslope."

After flooding in Sunnys!ope
from the September storms,
Mayor Graham told residents
there the city "will do every
thing possible to prevent a

t repetition." '. '.

: AS SUNNYSLOPE has been
· built up, its flooding problem
t has correspondingly increased,

City Engineer Clarence Lintz
, said today. "The construction

of more homes, stores, and
· paved areas increases the per-
· centage of rainfall that imme

diately runs off to lower areas.
We can oniy anticipate the prob
lem becoming more acute unless
i=ed.iate steps are taken to
preserve, protect, and improve
the m a j 0 r natural drainage
facilities of the area."

Lintz said the seven culverts
and bridges would be where the
wash crosses streets. A second

· phase of the improvement pro
gram, he said, would be to

· "determine the right of way to
maintain this channel through
out. its length and to initiate a
program to establish drainage
rights to this area. The final
phase would' be to clear the
channel .area itself to assure
unrestricted flow" of the flood
waters that it must carry."

: Lintz recalled that the wash
could not carry. flood waters
freely last fall beCause of refuse
dumped in'it'and 'because some
of its 101V areas' had been filled

l
uP. At some place's, it is 40
feet wide and it contains depths
of six to seven feet, he said.

I
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· ..· . . .
MAYOR Graham next Wed-

.nesday will· urge Sunnyslope
area residents to support a pro
posed Maricopa .County flood
control bond election.

. ·That is the only way, Graham
and other city officials contend,
that most of the Surinyslope
flooding problems will be solved.

The county supervisors have
scheduled tentatively a flood
control bond election for next
ear. The proposal will ask the
oters. for permission to sell
bout $20 million ~ bonds. .

·Gr:iliam: expr~ssed confideric~
hat· the supervisors wotiId' call
a flljod' ~ontrol bond election,
postponed three times already.

TIm .SUNNvSLOPE' are a
Chamber of Commerce yester~

day called a "no holds barred"
public meeting for 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday in the Sunnyslope
High School gymnasium, 35 W.
Dunlap, to discuss the area's
flood problems. .

Graham and a host of other
city officials will be there to
answer questions aQout the flood
problems and about other sub
jects the residents want to bring
up.

The only ground rule wiII be
that questions must be submit
ted in writing.

At a meeting yesterday Gra
ham told the chamber's board
of directors that the Sunnyslope
flood problems "can't be solved
by a wave of a magic wand." .

THE CITY can do some minor
things to relieve somewhat the
damage from rain-caused floods,
but t he county flood control
program will provide the ulti
mate' answer.

. He also' repeated his state
ment that drew wide publicity
earlier this week: "Some peo
ple in Sunnyslope wowd be bet
ter citizens if they didn't throw
their trash and debris in the
washes."

Trash deposited in the wash
es was swept / down the' rain
channels and blocked a flood
control gate af the canal at Sev
enth Street, increasing the flood
damage" from last weekend;s
rains in the are~; he said.

. .: ,'" ...', .'. ~:~.
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. " . . ". . '.",' ,,' '.. . . . ~. use as detentIOn basms. AllIance. .

By Aya~ Konig ..". .' . ,:. :;. :. ~e wash~~ nat,,!ral dit<:h that carr!es.:. And many are upset with the federal The county initially" planne<f to b"
Staff writer' '...~ ramwater . from the' i>hoemx Mountarns: ..' .. . ' . . . uy.ul

. .. . . '. ' ; .' "dom' to'. the:Arizona Canal Diversion' government for requrr~g .homeowners to- some of the pnvate pr~perty:.~ear thE
. The 10th Street Wash IS fmally b~g. Channel:":"':' had been the :source of friction' . pay mandated flood plam illsurance. That .. wash to· creat~ 'detentIOn. basms thai
mg people together after years of ke~p!-pg, between" homeowners and three levels of. UlSurance can cos~ $200 to .~500 a y~B.f~ '. . would trap ... r~water and, .r~uce .thE
themapart.., . ".:. :'i: '·L't·government.·· .";~.::-':". :., . ":.: About.565 ho~es are ill a desIgnate!!' chance of flooding... '. "" :.... ;

The homeowners.ne~ the n9rth-cent~al~;"::. The 'residents attinies"were upset with flood pl~ that straddles 10th Str~et f~om ?-,h~ county changed gears~r heann~
was~ have been. mVlted to work. Wl.tPi::'the· c~tyfornot maintainirig the wash. about Gnswold R?ad ~o Cheryl Dnve!. . " ObjectIOns from Sunnyslo~residents ~c
Mar~copa County. Floo~ Control DIStl1.ct:.·. ~:: During'thepastfewyears, however, . The partnership With th~ county won t t~e members. of the .Notth:Mountain
offiCIals '~" p.ropose· unprovements.to./·.many.'residentssay:the:city has done well .. ' solve ap the problems, but It could lea~ to Village J?lan~g Comm.lttee, and.optedtc
lessen the like~oodoftloods.·. ·;.:~·mcleaning:debrisanq·oyergrownvegeta-·excludmgmany homeowners fr?m paymg have reSIdents mvolved m the IlfoJect. :.' .
. About "200 area' residents: met with;::,: tion~::~"·::·~:.::·.::··:,:····:::~-:-. '. ' : flood insurance, Su~yslope reSIdent Dave . Michael Lopez,a project manager fOI

county officials Thursday for. the ',fIrst·.;> . The: residents ,.:: were': upset . with: the' Long~y sai~. .. . ;. _ ..;. ,;the flqod-control district" said potential
time. They plan tQ draft a list Qf ideas byY."<:c:ou.nty"be~ause 'it~tia11ydid:not involy~ .H~ helped organiz~ the:'push to .gi,:,e ;,.ideas r~ge from Inaking the wa&h deepeI
month's end. . ":.;:. res1(lentsmp~ansto unp'rove:the·wash. 10th,.:Street Wa,sh:~esidents more s~y m ':,,: ',\. \ ,··;.,.S~~(;,WASH, ~age ..~
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WASH. From Page
or wider or some' other type of
improvement so it can carry more
rainwater without overflowing.

Other ideas include adding de
tention basins, creating dams and
adding park benches and recre
ational trails along the banks.

The county wants to' improve
the wash's handling of flood wa
ters in the hopes that the federal
~overnment will get rid of the

If that happens, homeowners 1

longer will have' to pay flo,
insurance.

The committee, whichinclud
officials from City Hall,. is pIa
ning a public meeting to discu
ideas for improVing the wash at
p.m. March 29 at Alice Aven
Baptist Church, 1010 E. Alice Av

Includes information from staff ~
___.:L __ r1 :_ rt Ct_ ••J.__ j
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Reesidents seek larger role in planning wash
. .

By Connie Cone Sexton . getting the public more involved.
Staff writer About 565 homes are in a designated

North Phoenix residents are worried flood plain, falling along the 10th Street
thilt the Maricopa County Flood Control WMh - a 50- to 100-foot-wide area that
District Is bullying III way Into creatlng a straddles 10th Street from about Oriswold
10th Street Wash. Road to Cheryl Drive.

Some members of the North Mountain The flood control district has hired a
Village Planning Committee would like to consultant to find ways to get rid of the
see the district hold up on acquiring flood-plain designation.
property in the project area. They also Michael Lopez, a project manager for
want the design process slowed. . the flood control district, said the county

The objective of the gcrs!ow proposal is has two design contracts and a feasibility

contract for the wash.
Lopez said the county wants to design

the wash with detention basins that would
be pleasing to the area residents.

But during a North Mountain Vlllage
Planning Committee meeting last
Wednesday, residents cautioned the dis
trict to proceed carefully on the project.

Committee member Jeff Shumway
asked the district to review its timeline.
"Personally, I think you're trying to do
this in a streamline manner," he said.

Shumway's reference was to a state
ment from the county that it could
purchase right-Qf·way during the design
phase of the project. _

"There Is a problem with perception,"
'. he said. "A lot of neighborhood people are
concerned that the design is going ahead
of the feasibility study."

Dave Longey, a member of the Sunny·
slope Village Alliance, told flood control
district officials that they may want to
redraw the size of the wash. Because the

Arizona Canal Diversion Channel is just
below the wash area, Longey does not
believe the wash needs to be so wide.

He said the wash area was drawn before
the channel was built.

Longey raised another point. "You have
three consultants - three separate advi
sory committees working on this," he said.
"Let's back up a bit. Revisit the issue of
basins with one advisory committee. We
don't want to stop the project; we don't

See WASH, Page 5

WASH ,. From Page 1

want it not to happen, we just
want more public input."

. The Sunnyslope Village Alli
ance has scheduled a public meet·
ing to discuss the 10th Street Wash
project. The meeting will be held
at 7 p.m. Thursday at the Cowden

Center, 9202 N. Second St.

County officials said they will
1 hold public meetings to help chart

the project. Am9ng the questions
to be answered is where the
'detention basins would be built.

Another area for residents to

consider is' the design of the wash.
The flood control district has
suggested that it may be developed
inlo a recreational amenity. While
the district could not pay for such
improvements, it could incorporate
the idea in the design of the wash.
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Citizens
study fate
of wash
Panel helps design
10th St. drainage
By Ryan Konig
Staff writer

Homeowners along the 10th Street
Wash are helping to design a better trap
for an enemy expected but once a century.

The residents have been working for
months with the Maricopa Countv Flood
Control District to deSign changes to the
natural dramage ditch that runs along
10th Street in north-central Phoenix.

The goal is to guard against flooding
from typical storms and even a "l00-year
storm" - the kind of downpour that is 
expected to happen only once a century.

If that goal is met, the federal govern
ment would erase the flood plain designa
tion that covers about 565 buildings on
both sides of the wash. That would mean
property oVl--ners with federally backed
mortgages no longer would pay flood plain
insurance of about 5200 to $500 a year.

The wash collects storm-water runoff
from the Phoenix Mountains and carries
it to the Arizona Canal Diversion Chan
nel.

This month, north-central residents
began studying artists' drafts of different
possible improvements to the wash. '

The residents will use the information
to draft their vision of what they think the
was? should look like. Funding is not yet
available for 10th Street Wash improve
ments. No completion date has been set.

The narrowest version under consider
ation ,!ould include a concrete lining 19
feet Wlde and 5 feet deep. The lining
would be fenced off, and the banks would
be landscaped. Few homes would need to
beiemoved. ..

.For a more natural look, residents
IDlght opt for a wider, shallower version,
one that would forgo a concrete lining and
rely on natural materials. But, the wider
the wash, the more homes that will have
to be removed.

PI-IDEIV/X bA z.E:fft
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Residents help chart drainage changes
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By Ryan Konig
Staff writer

Homeowners along the 10th
Street Wash are helping to design
a better trap for an enemy ex
pected but once a century.

The residents have been work
ing for months with the Maricopa
County Flood Control District to
design changes to the natural
drainage ditch that runs along
10th Street in north-eentral Phoe
nix.

The goal is to guard against
flooding from typical storms and
even a "lOO-year storm" - the
kind of downpour that is expected
to happen only once a century.

If that goal is met, the federal
government would erase the flood
plain designation that covers

. about 565 buildings on both sides

of the wash. That would mean
property owners with federally
backed mortgages no longer would
pay flood plain insurance, which
can cost $200 to $500 a year.

The wash collects storm water
runoff from the Phoenix Moun
tains and carries it south to the
Arizona Canal Diversion Channel.
The channel takes the water to
Skunk Creek in the West Valley.

This month, north-central resi
dents began looking over artists'
drafts of possible improvements to
the wash.

Winifred Green, who lives near
the wash and is president of the
Sunnyslope Village Alliance, said
she is pleased the county is
allowing residents to help design
the wash.

The residents will use the infor-

mation to draft their vision of
what they think the wash should
look like. Funding is not yet
available for 10th Street Wash
improvements and no completion
date has been set.

Dave Longey and other north
central residents set up a commit
tee of residents and Flood Control
District and City Hall officials to
come up with a wash improvement
plan. They expect to meet again in
November.

Michael Lopez, project manager
for the district, said several de
signs are being considered.

The narrowest version would
include a concrete lining 19 feet
wide and 5 feet deep. The lining
would be fenced off and the banks
would be landscaped. Few, if any,
homes would need to be removed.
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North Phoenix residents are worried that the.
Maricopa County Flood Control District is bullying its
way into creating a 10th Street Wash.'· .
: Some members of the North Mountain Village
Planning ComInittee would like to see the district
hold up on acquiring property in the project area.
They also want the design process for the wash
·slowed. . . ' ....
: The objective of the go-slow proposal is getting the
'public more involved. . "r". .•..•. • . ',_

: About 565 hOfues' are iIi a designated flood plain;'.:
.fallin·g along the 10th Street Wcish "-..:. a 50- to ...·
lOO-foot-wide area that straddles 10th Street from
'about Griswold Road to Cheryl Drive..... '. . ..:

.: The' floOd control 'district has hired acOnsultant to' ';
firid 'ways to"get rid of the flood-plain·designation.· .,.:,,:=
; .Michael. Lopez, a' project manager. for the flood •
control. district; .said thecounty' has two design

... ::contractsro:d.a fe~~~Wtr.~?~.~~a~t,for~~~::vash~ .; ... ~
I , . Lopez saId the county wants to desIgn the wash
·r 'with detention basms that would be'pleasing tci the... :a~ea resi~~~t;<' .~.:'::('i':'<:(~::;::\'~'~~:::~;._.i.i!:'. ".' r" .'

. :; But 'during ·aNciIth Mountain Village Planning
. COmniitte'e' meeting Wednesday; residents cautioned

, .~ 'the d~triet.to pr~eed ~refullyoii the..project.·.·,:·.;. (.";,:..
': :; Co"ininittee: 'member, 'Jeff', Shumway asked· the
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urgent need of a flood-prevention project,
a designation which might mean more
money for flood control.

The Maricopa County Flood Control
District, which Phoenix asked to pay for
the projects, is studying the list. The
projects are expected to cost millions of
dollars.

The county Board of Supervisors late
next month is expected to choose which
projects will be funded. .

Neil Erwin, chief engineer and general
manager of the flood control district, said

See • FLOODS, Page 86

Diana Arbuckle
Flood victim

"It was a nightmare and
it is still a nightmare
because for me it's not
over."

But help may be on the way.
The city has rated the Sunset Drive

neighborhood as the worst of nine areas in

It's been 18 months since the flood.
But Diana Arbuckle can't forget.
She remembers every time she pays the

mortgage. It's about $300 more a month
than it used to be because she needed a
loan to fIx the water damage to her home.

She remembers each time she turns on
one of the space heaters she's used since
the water-damaged furnace died.

But most of all she remembers because
of one simple fact: It could happen again.

Arbuckle, 56, has lived in her modest,
single-story home on the north bank of the
Grand Canal in west Phoenix for 18 years.

Heavy rains flooded her home and
about 30 others along Sunset Drive near
64th Drive in July 1992. It happened eight
years earlier, too.

"It was a nightmare and it is still a

•

nightmare because for me it's not over,"
Arbuckle said. .

The flood
.'that stayed

and stayed
This nightmare of 18 months
may haunt woman for years
By Russ Hemphill
THE PHOENIX GAZETTE

Russell Gates I THE PHOENIX GAZETIE
Diana Arbuckle hopes for a flood control project - before her home is
flooded a third time. She's shown with daughter Diana and grandson Dusty.

there's a good chance there will be money
for the project in Arbuckle's neighborhood
and three other Phoenix areas:

• 43rd Avenue and Burgess Lane.
-.....iii•. • 10th Street Wash.

• 47th Drive and Crittenden Drive.
But there are no guarantees. City

projects compete against about 40 other
flood control projects across the county.

And the county spends about $35 mil
lion a year on flood control projects.

Even after a project is chosen, Erwin
said, it might be two or three years before
construction begins. Other projects are in
line fIrst.

In the meantime, Arbuckle waits.
Cheap kitchen cabinets bought by the

insurance company a little more than a
year ago are falling apart. The foundation
is cracking because of the ground settlin.z
after the flood. The back fence is damaged.

"There was so much damage in my
house it was unreal," Arbuckle said.

"If there's another flood they're just
~oing to have to condemn it," he..
w::aughter, Mary, said. "This house won't

make it through another one."

fII FLOODS ------==-__~-====================F==ro=m=,8
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II-acre
flood basin
to be built
27 north-central
homes to be razed
By Ryan Konig
Slatfwriler

"I moved
here in 1951
and I have
yet to see a
flood."

Joe Kellwood
Owns property near

flood basin

i
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From Page 1
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~HOMES,.,.- Officials plan to put on about a ideas for turning the Alice Avenue
dozen public meetings to discuss basin into a park. There are

~ the design of the basins and several basins throughout the Val§: possible modifications to. the 10th ley intended to collect runoff flood
~ Street.Wash~.:furthe~re<!uce the water during rainstorms.
~ threatoffloodii!g.. :~':.:'~'!. .:- .,'~':'::'Some of the basins are land
.- Dave ~Dgeyt a'SUDDysl~pe resl- . Scaped with grass-and maintained

.. dent,· said he was'happy. Wlth how. . Its.
:.. the Flood. Control: DiStrict and as par .
'. other government agencies worked EdH~, a Sunnyslope re:n-
: with local'residenta:to"come up d«:nt,sald the Flood ~t:ol DIS-
: withideasfor.reducingflooding.·. '-, tri~ sho~d hold o~ buildin:g the
: Loi1gey pushed·.: to·form·:.:tiul-. basm unti.l.Ph~. COll1Illlts to
: committee"· to :give' residents· more'" :. developing the basm as a park.
: say,in'gOvemment'plans to reduee.~:: .. Otherwise; Huffman said,
, tloodingin·Sunnyslope~·':"''':\;;;;.'~_·;·'';·Jiearby homeowners will be living
: The . couimittee'· is. ::QisCUSSiDg" neXt to a giant dusty pit.
I .:....... -0.. ...... . ..~. '.' . _._ ... y

Twenty-seven homes in north-eentral
Phoenix will be wiped out to protect
hundreds of other homes from future
floods.

The Maricopa County Flood Control
District will build an ll-acre flood basin
near 10th Street and Alice Avenue.

The land will be lowered about 8 feet
and will hold about 3.3 million cubic feet
of water, or about 23 million gallons.

The county plans to notify the home
owners and give offers for their properties
in ApriL .

Flood Control --'-----
officials said the
homeowners
will be offered
fair market
value for their
homes and reim
bursed for mov
ing.

Most of the 27
homes are west
of the Alice Ave-
nue Baptist
Church,lOlO E. Alice Ave.

The project was announced to Sunny
slope residents during a public meeting
Tuesday at the church.

The basin is part of a $6 million project
to reduce the threat of flooding along the
10th Street Wash. The wash is a natural
ditch that carries rainwater south from
the Phoenix Mountains.

About 565 homes are in a designated
flood plain that straddles 10th Street from
about Griswold Road to Cheryl Drive.

Flood Control project manager Michael.
Lopez said the Alice Avenue basin will'
reduce the flood plain by 40 to 50 percent. ::-.

The county also is planning a three-acre,; .
basin on vacant land near Cheryl Drive'
and Cave Creek Road to further reduce
the threat of flooding by about 15 percent,
Lopez said.

The basins could help to take more than
300 area homeowners off the federal list of
people required to pay flood plain insur
ance, county officials said.

Many area residents Said they don't
need the flood basins.

"I moved here in 1951 and I have yet to
see a flood," Joe Kellwood said. His
property is just east of the future Alice
Avenue basin.

Kellwood said that if the county were
concerned about protecting people from
floods, then it would have built walls
along the wash to keep children from
crossing the wash during rainstorms.

"The (school) buses let the children ofT
and then they walk across the wash to get
home."

Several residents, including Bobie King,
said the county should have worked
harder to notify 1bca1 homeowners about
the plans.

The $6 million project includes buying
the land for the basins, helping homeown
ers relocate and designing and construct
ing the basins. The money also is to pay
for a study on other ways to reduce
flooding.

A committee 'of Sunnyslope residenta
and county and city officials have been
meeting for a month to develop plans to
reduce flooding in the area.
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1.Oth,StreetWg~h, irripr,oveme.nts in ,Jhe,wind
_ By Ryan Konig

Staff writer

. .
, water without flooding.' . the wash, the more' homes that·
, Michael Lopez, project manager w.ill have to be removed.

A county, agency, hopes. to com-: for thedistrictj' said several alter·::" James 'Phipps,' a spokesman for'
plete·.a study" next year on'improv- natives 'are being considered by a" 'the district, said the'designs are
ing the 10th Street Wash to reduce .committee "of· city and countyJ" being studied to see how many'
the chance '.or floodiilgiil north- ,officials and Sunnyslope residents. '. i homes and properties' would be,
centrarPhoenix."':'" ,'. ' '. The narrowest version would: ~ affected.. ' . ," . '.

Th~~, wash,-: anatu~ai. 'drainage"include a concrete, lining 19"feet,:;:" About 565 buildings near the
ditch, 'c~rriesrainwaterfrom the' ::wide and 5 feet' deep. The lup,ng', wash are iIi an area designated as
PhoeniX Mountains to the Arizpna.,;would be fenced off, and the bariksl.a . flood plain, by:' the' federal
Canal Diversion ChanneL" -,·::would b!,!hindscaped. Few, if any,.:':' government. ; .' .

'The Maricopa, County .Flood ":homes 'would need to bElremoyed. ';;',. Improvements to the wash'will
Control District is spending about,,;·,. For a more natural look,'resi-'. reduce the;size of the designated
$6' million .'. tc ..•.. build'" two storm -:;';"dents niight opt for awider, more flood plain~" meaning fewer. prop
water detention blli)ins' near the :';shallow.version, one that· would. erty owners 'will have to pay flood
wash and to study ways of improv- :" ,forgo a concrete lining and rely on ::' plain insurance,' which. can cost
ing the wash so.~t can carry,more' natural.materials. But,' the wider, .~200 to $500 a year.' ~.,:,' ' .

: T. '.: ~:.'; .:' :.. ",' :" ..~..:" . ... ';.'. .' .', . :. " I • . : .: • "";", ,I •• :. • '. '.." ••• " I r, .. " .'.' :
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Sunnyslope homes will fall to
. - .. ...

b lId
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U ozet!~.·!
By Don Taylor

Frankly, I'm not sure if this is a
time to rejoice or be sad. One the
one hand, I have lived in this com
munity since I was a child of eight
(1938), and each time something
old is removed, I feel a sense of
loss.
I suppose t::veryone feels that their

old home town was something spe
cial, and as new development chips
away at "the. way it was", there is
some regret. .

I think my childhood finally ended
when I got my first look at the
vacant lot at 8814 N.. 2nd Way,
where my parents home stood for so
many years .. J am not against
progress, and I. ~an see where,. in
many instances,. older structures
must go to make way for something
better. I question whether it is ethi·
cally, morally or economically ~or-

rect for a civil or government entity
to cause a property owner to be
removed from a home or business
with promises of bigger and better
things to come, and then fail to keep
those promises.

Case in point, properties like Mike
Barra's store and the other homes
and businesses, between Dunlap
and Townley, which were squeezed
out to make way for a hyped busi
ness and shopping center which was
to be a thing of beauty and a local
economy booster.
It never happened, and this com

munity lost a major portion of its
core properties because of broken
promises by developers and the city
of Phoenix.

Now, county flood control has
decided that the multi-billion dollar
Corps of Engineers flood control
ditch, adjacent to the old canal, isn't

capable of draining the 10th Street
wash quickly enough to save us
from that imaginary 100 year old
flood.

That's simple - widen, deepen, and
beautify the darn ditch?

No, says county flood control, two
detention basins will be required to
hold excess water until the wash
can carry it away (by most defini~

tions, a matter of hours, if not min
utes)..

When news of this' proposal
reached local citizen groups, and
they began to protest a lack of citi
zen involvement, word came down, .
(not from God), that if the flood
control district was not allowed to
proceed as planned, they just might
take the money to some other

. neighborhood, and do nothing for
Sunnyslope.

However, matters. were resolved

. and the acquisition of property is
underway at this moment.

Several pieces of property to the
north and west of the Alice Avenue
Baptist Church, as well as some far
ther north, up Cave Creek Road
near the trailer park, will now
become a dry' lake bed.
If (City of Phoenix) Parks and

Recreation can't find the funds to
seed, landscape, and turn it into a
park right away, it will sit as a
dusty, ugly eyesore like the Target
F properties between Dunlap and.
Townley.

Without a doubt, some of the
property owners will be better reim
bursed than they could have hoped
for on the open market. To the com
munity as a whole, it means that
several more pieces of prop'erty
have been removed from the tax
rolls.

Amazingly, com~s thene~t hard
rain, and pedestria~'~;a~'d drivers
will see no relief in their eff~rt~ t6 .
cross a flooded wash..N~ bridges
on any of the East-West streetS pro-

.vided in this project. 'The pavement
will remain through ·ihe·b~ttom.of.
the wash, with the single: exception
of Butler Drive, which is bridged. '.
Bridging is the respOlisibility of the'
city of Phoenix, .not the county
flood control district. .'.

As the owner of a nearby home, I
will not be sorry to see these old
house go, IF something more attrac- .
tive to the eye fills the denuded land
in it reasonable period of time. '.

As a lmig time resident, I willfeel
pain with each bite of the earth
moving equipment. Bit by bit, this
little community is losing its identi
ty.. Never known for its attractive- .
ness, it was and is fIIy hometown..
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Blair Nelson Taylor{Special for The Arizona RepublicDEEP THOUBLE I Water from last week's storm swirls around acar at Seventh and Grovers avenues. The Phoenix Fire Department onSaturday said the vehicle, which apparently has been there since Friday, was found abandoned. The department assumes no one was hurt

WittlDann' Ulan killed in flooded H~ssayampa
when he drove into the flooded river about
4 am. on Patton Road, about 10 miles west of
Grand Avenue near Wittmann, said Duane
Brady, a Sheriffs Office spokesman.

"He apparently got stuck and tried to climb
out of the vehicle," Brady said.

.Gonzalez was washed away, awl..his body was

A 56-year-old Wittmann man was killed early
Saturday morning when he was washed away by
the Hassayampa River at an unbridged river
crossing, the Maricopa County Sheriffs Office
said.

Antonio Gonzalez, an automobile mechanic,
is believed to have been on his way to work. -

found about a mile downstream about 7 am, he
said.

"There was a sign posted that said, 'Don't
cross if flooded.' He apparently ignored that,"
Brady said.

The river flooded as a result of heavy rains in
Maricopa County on Thursday and Friday. •
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SWift-water rescue
Tim Gallagher of the Phoenix Fire Department clings to WIilJam Babela, 62,
during a gO-minute rescue Wednesday at 35th Avenue and Pinnacle Peak

•

Road. Babela and his wife, Marie, were helped from their truck minutes
before It was swept away. (The dangers of driving through floodwaters: B1.)
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Tuesday, September 4, 1990
Phoenix, Arizona

Torn·~do brushes Phoenix

John Dyer/Special f(

CHANCE OF RAIN
ACROSS STATE

Lightning
kills 1, storm
.floods streets

Percentage chance of precipi.
tation today.
Place Chance of rain

Flagstaff 80%
Grand canyon 80%

. Kingman 50%
Payson 70%
Phoenix 50%
Prescott 70%
Show Low ·80%
Sierra Vista 80%
Tucson 60%
Yuma 40%

Source: National Weather Service "..".

. By David Cannella
;, and Jim Walsh
~": The Arizona Republic

A rare tornado struck north
Phoenix, and a golfer was killed by
lightning near Apache Junction as
strong thunderstorms move'd
through the Valley and state on
Monday.

The storms drenched Labor Day
picnickers, dropping as much as 3.58
inches of rain. Street flooding was
reported in Cottonwood, Prescott
and much of the Valley, where
wind. topred 80 mph,

The tornado hit al ahout 5: 15
p,m. north of Union Hills Drivc
between Seventh Street and Seventh
Avenue, a National Weather Service
spokesman said.

"At first, I thought it was a fire,"
!;;lid John Dyer. 29. who lives ncar
Central Averiue and Union HiiL;. "It
looked like a stream of smoke from
the ground reaching up to the sky.

"It basically turned into a big
brown cloud and disappeared"
within fivc minutes, Dyer said.

While common in the Midwest,
tornados are unusual in the desert.

"It is pretty rare, less than one
per year," said' David Bjorem, a
Weather Service forecaster. "In fact,
usually we go years between con· .
firming one down."

.Additional funnel clouds ap
-- 'peared to be forming to the north
, east of the area.where the tornado

hit, but none touched down, Bjorem
said. Of.'

The confirmed tornado prompted
the Weather Service to issue a
tornado'· warning for the north
Valley for a half-hour Monday

. , evening.
The golfer, whose name was /lot

. released, was hit by lightning at 3:30
p.m. as he played on the Gold
Canyon Ranch golf course southeast

, of Apache Junction.
Apache Junction Fire Depart

ment officials said tbe man had "six
or seven exit wounds" from the
lightning strike. He died at Valley
Lutheran Hospital an hour later.

Bjorem said two storm cells
MOl1daywhipped up powerful winds
and heavy rain in northwestern and
eastern Maricopa County. The
Weather Service issued a severe
thun'derstorm warning for the Valley

, from 5 to 8 p.m.
- See STORM, ,page A 7

David Petkiewicz/The Arizona Republic
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David Petkiewlcz/The Arizona Republic

Amotorist with a stalled car gets a push from bystanders on Grand Avenue near 55th Avenue. While only a trace

'of rain - 0.01 inch - officially fell at Sky Harbor International Airport on Monday, nearly 4 inches fell elsewhere.

:Stormhurls twister,
flooding at Phoenix

Mark Mirko/The Arizona Republic

A motorist splashes through a flooded portion of Tatum Boulevard, north

of Shea Boulevard. Today's forecast calls for a 50 percent chance of rain.

",

.\, .
~ STORM, from page A1

.~ The sudden storm sent the
mercury plummeting. The tempera
~ure dropped from 98 degrees at 5
p.m. to 80 degrees an hour later.
. A 19-year-old Phoenix man who
doesn't swim found himself in a
.precarious spot Monday night: atop
his pickup truck in the middle of a
raging Agua Fria River.

Henry Wiese was rescued by a
state Department of Public Safety
helicopter and taken to Good
Samaritan Regional Medical Center,
w~ere ~~ !as treated for hypother
mIa, salO lOn} Knapp, u f;pokcsm~~

for the Rural/Metro Fire Depart
ment.

Wiese beCame stranded when he
attempted to cross the normally dry
river bed at 117th Avenue and
Camelback Road, Knapp said.

Meanwhile, students at three
Valley high schools can thank the
rains for extending their weekend
through today.

Moon Valley, Greenway and
Glendale high schools will be closed
today as stafT members mop up
flooded buildings, said Bruce Flor
ence, a spokesman for the Glendale
Union High School District.

About 15,000 Arizona Public
Service customers were without
power at the height of the storm,
including 8,000 who lost service in
northwest Phoenix when the Lorna
Vista substation was flooded.

Most customers had power back
by 9 p.m., but some in the far west
Valley were not expected regain
service until late this morning or
early this afternoon, said Rebecca
Watral, an APS spokeswoman.
_ Salt River Project officials said
about 20,000 customers lost power,

.: I mostly in the east Valley as 17
power poles were knocked -down.
Power was restored to all but small
Pockets of customers by late Mon
day, spokesmen said.
• .The Phoenix forecast for today
~lIs for a 50 percent chance of rain
and a high in the upper 90s. Rain
also is forecast for much of the
state.
· White only a trace of rain - 0.01
Inch - was recorded at Sky Harbor
International Airport on Monday,
~.58 inches of rain was reported at
82nd . Avenue and Thunderbird
Road. Other areas, including Chan
dler and Gilbert, received no rain.
· The good luck of holiday picnick
ers ran out shortly before 4 p.m. at
Lost Dutchman's State Park near
Apache Junction, when a rainstorm
that had been lurking over the
Superstition Mountains hit, accord
mg to Park Ranger Diana Bishop.
· "We had a few picnickers ear-

~~* ... .J... h.;;JJ ... w.

'>:·:,-:f.t.l:::

Iier," she said. "But it (the heavy
rain) drove them away."

More than 100 people spent part
of the day at the park; but many left
early because of the threatening
weather, Bishop said.

Wind gusts of. 80 mph were
reported by Rural/Metro in Apache
Junction, and a 68-mph gust was
reported at Phoenix-Goodyear. ,Mu-
nicipal Airport. '

Severe street flooding was re
ported in east Mesa and north
Phoenix.

Bob Jordan, who lives near 64th
Street and Brown Road in east
Mesa, said rain "came down in
buckets."

"From sidewalk to sidewalk there
was water," he said, adding that a
series of telephone poles "fell down
like bowling pins" along 66th Street
near Recker Road.

A Rural/Metro dispatch supervi.
sor said flooding was reported at a
home near Cactus and Hayden
roads in north Scottsdale, and a tree
caught fire near Shea Boulevard and
Miller Road, possibly from a
lightning strike.

A stretch of 59th Avenue be
tween Northern and Glendale ave
nues resembled a river, with stalled
cars dotting the way.

Thorn Leonard of the 7500 block
of North 59th Avenue, got some
extra use out of sandbags he had
bought three weeks ago during a
thunderstorm.

. "r

"We were beginning to think
they were a waste of money," he
said. "But this storm is way worse
than the last one."
, Waves of water swept across
Union Hills Drive and Seventh
Street, where .the flooding was at
least three feet deep.

Underpasses along the Black
Canyon Freeway from Peoria Ave- .
nue north' to Union' Hiits Drive -'..t>.

, were flooded, although the highway
remained open.

Officer Roger Austin, a Tempe
police spokesman, said Priest Road
and Mill Avenue will be closed
through the Salt River bottom
during this morning's rush hour.

. However, drivers will be able to
cross the river on the Mill Avenue
bridge in both directions, he said.

Motorists coming home after the
long weekend were hampered by the

.weather and by rockslides on
Arizona 87 just north of the
Saguaro Lake turnoff and on U.S.
60, seven miles west of Miami.
. In the Verde Valley, an afternoon
thunderstorm upr.ooted trees and
downed power poles. -

More than 2 inches of rain fell
within an hour in Prescott, the
National Weather Service reponed.

"We had a fell' lightening strikes,
and then the sky just opened up,"
said Tom Driver, a bartender at The
Palacc on downtown's Whiskey
Row. "For a half hour, you couldn't
see across the st reet."
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its state with rain, snow
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By M!ke Padgett
THE PHOE~LXGAZETTE

A major storm spawned in the Gulf of
Alaskll is pouring so much rain and snow
in central Arizona that water officials
think they might have to keep dumping
water into the normally dry Salt River for
several weeks.

That's because of a triple water threat
- the storm entering Arizona late
Wednesday was said to have as much
moisture as a storm that pa...c:sed through
Tuesday, the six reservoirs on the Salt and
Verde rivers are at 81 percent capacity,
and a large amount of snow on the
watersheds 'i>fill melt soon.

Salt River Project reservoirs have
received almost as much runoff this
month as in all of 1989 and 1990
combined, spokesman Jeff Eldot said.

Since March 1, about 800,000 acre-feet
of runoff - almost enough to supply the
Phoenix area's needs for one vear - have
poured into SRP reservoirs, Eldot said. In
comparL"'On, SRP recorded 480,000 acre
feet of runoff last year and 453,000
acre-feet ion 1989.

SRP estimates the snow on the Salt
River watershed to be about 170 percent
of average. On the Verde River watershed,
the snow level is estimated to be 233
percent of a\·erage.

So even if the snow melts slowly, the
ground is so saturated and the lakes are so
full that the water releases that started
Monday could last "for several weeks,"
Eldot said.

But if the storm system is replaced by a
wanning trend, which is expected this
weekend, the snow will melt faster. That
would force SRP workers to increase the
water being dumped into the usually dry
river, Eldot said.

"There's a tremendous amount of snow
and . rain, particularly on the Verde
system."

By noon Wednesday, SRP officials had
increased the release of water from the
Granite Reef Diversion Dam into the Salt
River northeast of Mesa to 3,500 cubic feet
per second. The release started Monday at
500 cfs.

\\'ater also was being rele3Sed from
Lake Pleasant into the Agua Fria River at
the rate of 4.000 cfs, water authorities
said. It reportedly was the first release
into the Agua Fria since 1983.

Includes int'ormation [rom repor....er Ben
Winton

Rivers running
as wet storms
soak Arizona

at the Fairfield Snow Bowl, north of
Flagstaff.

More than 15 inches of snow fell
Wednesday on skiing areas north of
Flagstaff, bringing the Snow Bowl base to
93 inches.

In spite of the weather. no records have
been set in the Valley, Tenharkel said.

Between 2 and 5:30 p.m. Wednesday,
when the rain hit, 0.43 of an. inch of
precipitation fell at Sky Harbor.

The record rainfall for March 27 is 0.64
inches, recorded in 1924, he said.

The March rainfall record for Phoenix
was set in 1941, when 4.82 inches was
recorded for the month. So far. the March
total is 2.05 inches.

The Valley's year-to-date rainfall is 3.23
inches, 1.2 inches above nOl-mal. .

Nancy Engebretson I THE PHOENIX GAZETrE
of Carefree on Wednesday. Mountains circling the Valley
were dusted with snow as temperatures plummeted.

o

southwest and the McDowells in the
northeast, were coated by a dusting of
snow Wednesday afternoon.

Apache Junction public works officials
barricaded many of the city's roads,
including Southern Avenue and Broadway
Road, due to flooding.
. Many unbridged crossings over t.he Salt
River were expected to be closed begin
ning today.

"We've had so much rain. it's saturated
the ground," said Candi I~illes, a dis
patcher for the Apache Junction Police
Department.

While the We<1: her made life for many
in the Valley miserable. snow skiers were
basking in the late. winter-like weather.

"The skiing's GREAT'" exclaimed a
recorded voice On an answering machine

snow and Prescott reported 3 inches from
the latest storm.

The state Department of Public Safety
office in Flagstaff reported no major
accidents or Toad closures.

Temperatures in the Valley plummeted
from 63 degrees to 42 degrees Wednesday
afternoon as the edge of a cold front
passed at about 3 p.m., leaving a dusting
of snow in Scottsdale, east Mesa and at
Sky Harbor International Airport, met"e
orologist John Tenharkel said.

Big. wet snowOakes fell on Fountain
Hills but melted before hitting the
ground. which is 2,100 feet above sea level.
V/ickenburg receiye<l a half-inch of snow
Wednesday afternoon. Tenharkel said.

Many of the mountains surrounding thE'
Valley. includinE: the Estrcllas in the

A window of sunlight at the end of art otherwise clOUdy,
rainy day illuminates the snow-coven~dmountains north

Recorded voice
on answering machine
at Fairfield Snow Bowl

"The
skiing's
GREAT!"

By Ben WInton
THE PHOENIX G.AZET'I:"E

Wintry blast
Reprieve called
likely to linger
into next week

+ This is Arizona, land of cactus and dry
deserts?

Even the weather forecasters were
asking that question after the latest in a
barrage of wintry storms plowed through
Arizona on Wednesday.

But it looks like the state is in for a
reprieve, at least for the next several days.
Skies began to clear today and the Valley
forecast calls for sunny, warmer weather
Friday with a high in the mid-70s.

A weak but cold weather disturbance is
expected to bring cooler air into the state
Saturday, with some clouds Sunday and
Monday.

A"" for big storm fronts, none is foreseen
at the moment, though the long-range
forecast is tricky at best, forecaster Dave
Bjorem said. "For all we know we could be
through for the summer."

Wednesday's storm dumped more than
a foot of snow on parts of Arizona's high

country, forcing
rescuers for a
second day to
halt their search
for a missing
plane until the
weather clears,
imd causing first
lady Barbara
Bush to cancel a

'Visit today to the Grand Canyon, where
she was to have kicked off the National
Park Service's 75th anniversary celebra
tion.

Phoenix Fire Department Capt. Steven
Young, his daughter and two teenagers
have been missing since Friday, when
their single-€ngine Cessna disappeared
during a skiing trip to Sunrise Ski Resort
east of Show Low.

Wi!'\ds up to 35 mph grounded search
aircraft, and hea\)' snow made many
roads in the rugged area nOl1:h of the
Mogollon Rim impassable. said John
Paul~en. spokesman for the Arizona
Division of Emergency Services.

Flagstaff had 17 inches of snow on the
gTo'Und today, 13 of which fell since
Tuesday. Winslow had 6 inches of new
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Hussein, !:Susn BSla ne BSW no nup" TJ",".

now" of a diplomatic solution to the crisis,
. ..,' See .IRAQ, Page A3

•

The nature of art, and
not its "morality," is the

, " , .- ~ .. ,...

Ken LaFave

, .....
"

Joe Gilmartin
The Arizona State foot·
ball team is poised. to

from tne Iraqi presloem,
The preSident went' to the Pentagon for

a briefing on the crisis, which has led him

,::·;-r}~.:', :.::::;;;:~,.:·:j::·:y::':,:>';·:·t~~~:~;f~/;,;:,J,~·;·:·;i.:, ::.0:' ":'. ::' .. :' ;', ~ .,; ,',' "~: .. ~:;.:~~.'I:H~~~?;~~~ ~~ETIE

,',: Monsoon 'called 'wettest
'~·:.)/al.l ey,has', ~'~~.6: Iri~~~y~~.rs '"
'::'By'Ryan t<onlg~' ". ... .... : .;:':'~'.'.. ', .. :' '.
':THEPHOENIXGAZETIE .',.':-': ",." :, ..,:; .... .

! ; . It .~Uld ~ the wettest monsooh'season iIi'years, and it .
·,. has dumped enough rainwater 'onthe city already to fill
, ev.cry building in Phoenix's skyline:'., .. .' : .
',. And the monsoon is sWlgoing strong with as'much as
.four Y(eeks to go before puddles.are.forgotten and winter
; residents begin returning to the Valley for 'its famoUs dry
climate.' . '...', ":, ',; "i.,": ."; ..
" . This' summer's drenching appears' to· be .Phoenix's

,: wettest in six years, said Craig Ellis, a meteorologist with
· the National Weather Service. '.
",;Shlfty win~s get cre?it for creating Ii irion'soon. For
Arizona, the season generally begins in'~a'rly July when

, .,'" . ,.. See IiWE~T;,Page 'A2
.., . '.,

, '. .. . A,"~ " .

.Sam LOW~
The secret' of Slaying
married to· the same

VOI~ES OF· THE GAZETTE

pr~~:uucn". nU~tult Ql ..... YCU .l,1l .lUO O"J.u-_y-

pointed role as mediator in the crisis that
began when Saddam overran Kuwait 13
days ago and positioned troops on the
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More rain likely
to ~rench Valley
Flooded streets create
corpm'uter nightmares.

.BYTHEPHO·E·NixGAZEm '. ..... ".. : .',:
. geary jo'aihB continued to soak the. Valley today after

,'dren'ching it all day Tuesday,flooding houses and closing
.roads,' .. . ". '.. ". .. .".'

, ., Weatherforecasts said fu expect still nio~rain. ' '....
'. ,:, ~.·lt's still an' unsfuble,inoislair.mass· "--:' low pressure

::: and \ a Jot pf moisture,". National' :Weather' Seryice
.'-,;meteorologist .Bob 'Wilt 'saidthisinorning. tThose
·Jirigredients rriean nun. There might Qesome.drying in a
.: . few days; but it will be slow."·_ ;:,;".;..:.:.;..~::" :.::. '. , ....
,: '.' 'Flooded ,roads' caused commuters :nightm·ares,'.with":

. .. :':'. _ .. .. , .' ..."... :'~".': ::.: ,~,. .. ., ..,.., .. '.' ·,Peter.Schwepker I TI-lE PHOENix GAZETIE /m~n.y pe?ple saying it took doubleortripletheirl?ormal ..
Tuesday's storm brought several rescues like" Creek.at Pinnacle ~eak Road near 35th Avenue, . drlVlng tlme.to get to work. . .i•.:., ,', ,', '.~" .." '" ':< ..
this one: Julian Thomson'of no'rth 'Phoenlx trIes >.but his .car- stalls.~ Below" Thomso'n Is pUlled to Claudia SChnabl, a' spOkeswoman' for 'the American Red
to drive across-the- running ~waters 'of :Skunk .,'-safety before,hls'~ar~wa'8ti~~ ~~aY;"~'J< ::,,';"" ;:..';:~. <,' .. ' •• .'~" ::: :":• .'. .. ':::' .: ...... See .RAIN, Page A12:··

~ .. _~ -.-" ,--, _.,. '" '. ,'.J '4' '·'h.~ '~''''.':'~ ":.,.,...... .~:\.\ .. :.: 1"! :~"~:'~:' ~ ; I 1" ~ . : ,,... ~ .' .:" .. '.~ ,,':" . a., - . ~ .: :-,;",. .

About 25 minutes
. after Phoenix fire

fighters pulled Ju
lian Thomson from
hIs vehicle during.

. Tuesday'S flooding, '.
It floats·' down'
Skunk Creek.

~d'ded',--"'We-are -Striking' 'n 'blo\". ror the
principle that might does not make right."

Bush made his comments in a speech to

eo' ..t~
Business Sports ...'~ .

. ;;:.
About 60 percent of U.S. compa~ The Phoenix Roadrunn~rs hire
nies regulate smoking, and about Ralph Backstrom, whO;' Was a
6 percent refuse to hire smokers member of six Stanl~Y Cup
and will fire one if caught.· . teams,' as their coach. ',\

. ,,~ 01
'Nation 1~
Regulators seek to corrf~1 testj-

Tempo

~ . '.- ., ..

. .
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." ~ : .~~ ....' ....::.: ..
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mer' Martin Stone
A>unty Sports Au·
n ownership group
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te 'funds
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:s were' made late
Savings Bank in
; .' the. $2.2 million .
Ie..... ~~ .....,... ;" '..:. "! ...',

lid, fortunately, to
and trustee ~le,"
a ,spokesman for
Corp: and Keat.-

dam and "way of
Ie Persian Gulf
's Saddam Hus-

, who has said he
as come up with

mortgage .pay
'ore his luxurious
'as to be sold at a

l~~·~t~· ~'u~ti~n of .'
'ala .Christi Drive

refused to commit
learn becausc of the
Ig, and the sports
Jailing for Stone to
has no alternative
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'S nirting without
It, the Valley could
s to build a baseball
)own a team.
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•

gallons of water.
There are benefits to the rain: On

Tuesday, the high was 78 degrees. That is
the coolest maximum temperature ever
recorded in Phoenix on Aug. 14. The
previQus record WlUi 91 dCl[Tee$ on i\41l'! 14,
1936,

The wettest monsoon season In Phoonl.
occurred in 1984 when moro than 9 inches
of rain hit the city.

just a little bit colored and he was in
pretty bad shape."

While doctors said the boy's leg muscles
and tendons were not cut, "there is some
nerve daniage," Dowling said.

Doctors told her Dennie 9188 lucky the
acrapea were parallel to the leg, instead of
cutting into the leg toward the bone.
"That way it missed the artery. Missed
the artery by a hair. He would have bled
to death If it had gotten the artery."

Dowling said her IOn had been a star
player In Pop Warnet footbalL She said he
took high honors in track and baseball
whe" he was in the Washington School
DistricL

If all 403 square miles of Phoenix has
received S inches of rain since June 29;
then more thon 20 billion gallons of water
would have fallen on this desert city.

That would be enough water to fill the
state's tallest building - Valley Bonk
Center ot Van Duren. Streel 1111\1 Cenl""
Avenue - about 400 times over.

The building is 483 feet high and haa
the capacity to contain about 50 million

runoff. Because of the depth of the runoff,
Dowling was under water. He managed to
get his right leg out of the drain and get
above water to call for help.

White, who escaped with a few minor
acrapee, said he wosn't sure what was
heppenlng because he couldn't see' the
metal drain pipes. "I just thought he was
drowning."

White said he ducked under wnter and
reached under Dowling's arms, "I yanked
up. Then It lUokedone or my feet in. Then
I got out. I hooked under hie arms again
and pulled, and he Just came out."
. Sandrp. Dowling Baid, "By the time he'd

come up, Billy said his (Dennis') lips were

Harbor International Airport, as of 7 p.m.
TuC8dey.

The north-central part of Phoenix and
the East Valley probably have received
more than 3 inches during the monsoon,
said Bill Bestel, a meteorologist with the
National Weather Service,

Leaat affoctod by tho downpours has
been the West Valley area near Goodyear,
Bestel said,

•

winds shift to the southeast and south,
bringing in hot, moist air from the gulfs of
Mexico end California. This shift, which
usually subsides in September, brings rain
nnd thunderstorms. Meteorologists con·
sider it a monsoon day if the average daily
dew point is 55 degrees or higher,

This year, the monsoon bogan June 29,
SInce then, the National Weather Service
hOll recorded 3.02 inches of rainfall at Sky

a WETTEST~ F--,-rom_A1

tion.
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',"" :" ., ,'J;.>., ·:!~I.,J~!. ,,::,.~:" .. y(".. ..... ..... . ·t,:·, Mark Henl. I TIiE PHOEN1XGAZE:'I"re
;;.:.;~~.~;,.; , ,. ::'. Cars plow theIr waY,along a flooded Grand Avenue, Just Grand Avenue wall closed to traffic later, one of several

,;:::.":~, ." Jame. Garcia I~I'H;>~pe~,; ~outh o.!,~.len~~I~ .~ve~u,~~.,~'.~~}~I.~ mornIng's,~t~rma.: ~~e.ts to be closed. .
'.: ", •.: .. ".}l:. t· ·:1::'~~'~~"~·;);~!'."10,.'..-' ..c':r •..• .. ~" " "f'I~'~~;K~~S~" ~l</~ ~~~~·j;1,'J"·";'.I".~I~I""':"\" ~., :'--, . :, .. ~·.1, , " " . ~:", ' .

)chool'cliief's·:s()'~~al.rJil4o~~~):tro:wns..in heavy runoff
. . . ? -

nearly drowned Tuesday when he was 'concerned about a bacteri8l infeCtion from
sucked into a 12-inch metal drain while the dirty water.. .
playing in storm runoff waters. "When 1got there (the hospital), he was

Dennis Dowling was saved by his friend,' . pretty "snook' iip/, .Sandra Dowling aaid
Billy White, 15, who freed him aa he waa early today, "The first Lhlng he said to me
being pulled into the metal culvert. . ;.' was, 'Mom, 1 ·thought ~I wlil going to

The youth and some friends were inner drown.·1 didn't think I wu going to make.
tubing in a residential greenbelt near 33rd It ouL If it weren't for 'pUly; 1 wouldn't·
end Beverly avenues in Tuesdey's heavy have made iL'" r '.. .
reins when the accident occurred shortly Sendre Dowling said her IOn told her he
after noon. etood up In the heaVy runoff "and storl4.'Ii

Sondra Dowling said her IOn' "'" to walk around, and nut'thlng you know,
hOlpltalbed at Thunderbird Samaritan It lUcked hln1 and he lotthla balance and
Hospital for deep acrape injuries to his be went under." V
legs, and he also was fighting a fever of White said two 12<lMh metal drain
103 oegrees. She said doctors were pipes were covered with .about 4 feet of




