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HOHOKAM RC&D PROJECT

The Food and Agriculture Act of 1962 authorized the
Secretary of Agriculture to cooperate with local units of
government in developing a plan to conserve and develop the
areas resources, both human and natural., The Secretary
then directed the Soil Conservation Service to assist local
sponsoring organizations in the development of their plans,
and in carrying out the plans,

Presently there are 168 authorized projects in the United
States, and 59 in the application stage., The authorized
projects include 1,118 counties, and 702 million acres of
land,

Arizona has four authorized projects and one in the
application stage., They have formed an Association of RC&D
Projects known as the "Arigzona Council of RC&D Projects.”
It includes the:

a, Little Colorado River RC&D Project in Navajo and
Apache counties,

b, Cocopai RC&D Project in Coconino and Yavapail counties.

c. Hohokam RC&D Project in Maricopa County and part
of Pinal County.

d, Coronado RC&D Project in Graham, Cochise, Greenlee,
and Santa Cruz counties,

e, Lower Colorado River RC&D Project, in the appli-
cation stage, includes Yuma and Mohave counties.,

All the above counties with the exception of Maricopa
and Pinal are sponsoring organizations,

The Hohokam RC&D Project includes all of Maricopa Couaty
and that portion of the Gila River Indian Reservation that
extends into Pinal County.

It is designed to carry out a program of resource consexr-
vation and economic development, wherever these activities are
needed, It is locally sponsored, and locally directed, in
cooperation with agencies of the State and Federal governments,



The sponsoring organizations include the following:

Agua Fria-New River NRCD Gila Bend NRCD
Buckeye-Roosevelt NRCD Gila River Indian Community
Buckeye Water Conservation and Maricopa County Municipal Water
Drainage District Conservation District No, 1
City of Chandler Roosevelt Irrigation District
City of Gilbert Roosevelt Water Conservation Dist,
City of Glendale Salt River Valley Water Users'
City of Mesa Association
City of Scottsdale San Lucy Tribal Council
City of Tempe Tonto NRCD
East Maricopa NRCD Town of Buckeye
East Mesa Area Development Town of Gila Bend
Association Town of Wickenburg

Gila

Wickenouxrg NRCD .

This list is apt to grow considerably in the next few months, as
and Pinal counties along with the natural resource conservation and

development projects and some of the cities have submitted resolutions

to the Hohokam Steering Committee, requesting that they be included with-
in the boundaries of the Hohokam RC&D Project and that they be designated
as sponsoring organizations,

-

RC&D

The objeétives of the Hohokam RC&D Project are as follows:
Quality in the natural resource base for sustained use.

The development and protection of all natural resources
through improving the quality and quantity of water, proper
land use, controlled flooding, watershed treatment, improved
wildlife habitat and controlled pollution,

Develop the economic potential to provide sufficient income
for better housing, utilities, health care, education and other
facilities that satisfy the basic human needs,

Provide a satisfying cultural, historical and recreational
environment.

Measures

The RC&D Program of Action is a flexible, open-ended program, where-

by measures may be adopted as the need arises.,



Proposed measures may be initiated by any agency, organization, or
individval. To be eligible for technical and financial assistance they must
meet the following requirements:

---- Have community benefits,

---- Be sponsored by a public body with legal authority to carry out
their responsibilities in the installation of the measure,

---- Develop an RC&D Measure Plan consisting of a description of the
area, sponsors' objectives, alternatives considered, work to be
done, economic considerations, operation and maintenance, and other
standard requirements,

--~- Fall within the following categories:

a. Critical area treatment (erosion and sediment control).

b. Flood prevention (structures and land stabilization),
The Hohokam RC&D can participate in flood control projects
just as the SCS does under the P,L., 566 Program. The larger
projects are more suited to the P.L. 566 Program, and the
smaller ones fit into the concept of RC&D projects.
The Hohokam RC&D Project has adopted a flood control project
in Scottsdale, along Granite Reef Wash, and will in due time
assist in the construction of the channel,
They will probably adopt a flood control project that the
Flood Control District is presently gathering information
on -- the Champion Flood Control Project in southwest Phoenix,

¢es Public water-based recreational development,

G, Public water-based fish and wildlife development.
Water-based recreation facilities are eligible for cost-sharing,
provided they meet other requirements. The Hohokam RC&D Project
is cooperating with the City of Tempe in the Kiwanis Park Watexr-
Based Recreation Facility because we feel that recreation is a
necessity in our overly crowded communities,

e, Farm irrigation.,

f, Land drainage.



G. Soil and water management for agricultural-related pollutant
control.

h. Accelerated services,

The RC&D project is interested in many different kinds of measures
that do not fall into the above categories and are not eligible for fund-
ing, such as:

Flood Control Legislation

Some of you will remember when the flood control tax in the country
was 5 cents on the $100.00 assessed valuation -- you will probably also
remember that this was not enough money to run the office and purchase ease-
ments, so the office was maintained but very few easements were purchased.
The Hohokam RC&D became interested in this problem and called a statewide
meeting on November 18, 1970 to discuss the possibility of increasing the
tax to 25 cents per $100.00 valuation. Of course, Hohokam RC&D does not
claim that they were the sole motivating force behind this legislation --
they only assisted, In fact, that is an example of much of the work an
RC&D does -- that it recognizes a problem, and then calls the appropriate
people together to discuss it, and hopefully, come up with a solution. You
must also remember that the Hohokam RC&D Project is made up of 23 individual
organizations, most of which are highly qualified to recognize problems,
then use the entire RC&D organization to assist in solving them,

Land Use

The Hohokam RC&D Steering Committee has adopted several position papers
on land use and has presented these papers to legislative and planning groups.
Many times I have heard political leaders remark that they wished other
groups would take an interest in local problems and express themselves as
the Hohokam RC&D Project does,

Conclusion

RC&D projects are just what the sponsoring organizations want to make
them. The legislation is set up to help local units of governments improve
their areas by developing their resources -- it is up to the local leaders
as to just how much they do.
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FOREWORD

The sponéors of the Hohokam Resource Conservation and Development
(RC&D) Project are proud to present this Program of Action as a guide to
the conservation and development of natural and human resources in south

central Arizona,

We bring to you the thoughts of rural and urban sponsors from farms
and ranches, cities and towns, irrigation and water districts, and the
technical resource knowledge from federal, state and local agencies.
Proposals contained in this open-ended action program represent the

Ken Fooks, Chairman, Hohokam Resource
Conservation and Development Project.

PHOTO COURTESY OF KEN FOOKS

views expressed by hundreds
of citizens through twenty-
five resource committees,

The result is a program to
help solve social, economic
and natural resource problems,

This Program of Action is
expected to accelerate services
over and above the past assist-
ance received from county,
state and federal agencies,

We seek technical assis-
tance and cost-sharing from the
Soil Conservation Service and
other U.S. Department of Agri-
culture agencies to assist in
meeting project objectives.

We invite private invest-
ment in needed measures to
serve the people of our project
area, '

We urge federal, state,
county and city governments
to cooperate in planning and

zoning for flood control, clean air, sewage, open space, green belts and
solid waste disposal to bring about the best use of our land.

We have assembled basic data, discussed the problems concerning
natural resource development, and listed our RC&D measures in this

Program of Action,

it
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We know that carrying out this Program of Action will make better
use of our natural resources and will make our area a much better place
in which to live, work, and play.

This Program of Action is pedpled by men and women of motivation
and action; we look forward to an accelerated resource conservation
and development program with confidence and optimisn.

Mo Tt & B

Kenneth G, Fooks
President

Night Blooming Cereus in blossom. rwore courtesy of ken rFooks
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Part of the Hohokam RC&D Steering Committee. sair river rrosect pHoTo
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JACK WILLIAMS OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
GOVERNOR STATE HOUSE
PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85007

IN REPLY
REFER TO:

March 15, 1974

Mr. Kenneth G. Fooks, Chairman

Hohokam Resource Conservation
and Development Project

3556 West Buckeye Road

Phoenix, Arizona 85009

Dear Mr. Fooks:

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Hohokam Resource
Conservation and Development Program of Action and [
am pleased to endorse your fine document,

the Hohokam RC&D are best fouad through the cooperation and
coordination of the many individuals and agencies who share
your concern for orderly economic betterment and eavironmental
preservation. You are to be commended for your efforts in the
procurement of inputs from these groups.

I firmly believe that solutions to the problems addressed by l

Congratulations are certainly in order for all of the many
people who shared in the creation of the Hohokam RC&D
Program of Action.

S\incerely,

Jack Williams

JW:js
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1964 and the regulations of the Secretary of Agriculture (7 C.F.R. Sec.
15.1-15.13), which provide that no person in the United States shall,
on the ground of race, color, or national origin, be excluded from
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to dis-
crimination under any activity receiving federal financial assistance.
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ix




This action authorized at an official
meeting of CITY OF GLENDALE on

_December 11, 1973 at_Glendale

Arizona.

Title: Mayor " :
Attest . .
Date: 1-8-74 City Clerk

CITY OF MESA This action authorized at an official

”' meeting of CITY OF MESA ON 1-21-74
By 2= at Mesa, Arizona.

City Manager Attest W

5
City Clerk
Date: January 25, 1974
CITY OF SCOTTSDALE This action authorized at an official
meeting of CITY OF SCOTTSDALE on
I st tada Lo , Arizona.
Title: /’74,74-4_/
Attes
Date: 20 /11 /73 Gity Clerk
CITY OF TEMPE This action authorized at an official
& meeting of CITY OF TEMPE on
By: <2&4ubwmt ¥ ' 197§fat
VAR , Arizona,
Title: P —s
//7 Attest %M/\/W
Date: //41?/7 / / City Clerk . 7
EAST MARICOPA NATURAL RESOURCE » This action authorized at an official
CONSERVATION DISTRICT neeting of EAST MARICOPA NRCD on
~ -ﬂ' %’7&,0. Eiﬂ: ’f y 1973 at
v , Arizona

By
Title: M/ ’(/. 'Attest .
Secreta

Date: Z;—ﬂ { — 72_

EAST MESA AREA DEVELOPMENT ASS'N. This action authorized at an official
meeting of FAST MESA ARFA DEVELOPMENT

M ASS'N., on L F- /5~ o7 at
Title: @ﬂ“‘%ﬁ‘y\‘ /j///’/ﬂ«/} , Arjzona
Attest /A///M /ﬁk

" Date: // 9—9/7.‘(_. ( Sdcretary

ll




\l

GILA BEND NATURAL RESOURCE

CONSERVATION DISTRICT

By: o nbta/éég?' 15?725‘1&¢
Title: C AWo7ooer &V |
Date? I 3o 7973

GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY
By:ﬁ ﬂ/ﬂ/{’)%\ ad

Title: ST Ul g T
Date: 78/ 77/

MARICOPA CO, MUNICIPAL WATER
CONS. DIST., NO. 1

4

Date:r / 3 /&/73

ON DISTBACT

Title: resident

Date: 1/2/74

ROOSEVELT WATER CONSERVATTION
DISTRICT |

By: ;2:24‘42£1 [3‘5%4;9%4'(1 '
Title: President

Date: November 6, 1973

SALT RIVER VALLEY WATER USERS'
ASS'N.

By/%_vé %W
Title: President

Da#e: l//&/-7‘/’

This action authorized at an official
meeting of GILA BEND NRCD on

V. 1Y - Jo y 1973 at
P/ . 2% -] , Arizona.
Vs ’

y 4

This action authorized at an official

meeti of GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY
n 2 y 1973 at
‘ » , Arizona.

Attes

O

This action authorized at an official
neeting of MARICOPA CO. MUNICIPAL WATER
CONS. DIST. NO. 1 on -DECEApER.. 4L
1973, 7 ¢ , Arizona.

Attes

ZC;/’ Séc%7%ary

'This action authorized at an official
meeting of ROOSEVELT IRRIGATION DIST.

on December 18 , 1973 at
Buckegye , Arizona.
Attest . ,
Secretary
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SUMMARY OF THE PROJECT PLAN

The Hohokam Resource Conservation and Development Project area
consists of approximately six million acres of land located in south-
central Arizona. It contains a metropolitan area which includes
Phoenix, Glendale, Tempe, Mesa, Chandler, Gilbert, Scottsdale, Wicken-
burg, Buckeye, Gila Bend and other smaller cities. It also includes a
large rural area, mostly desert, and a large, intensely cultivated
cropland area. :

Approximately one millionrpeople live in the Hohokam RC&D Project
area. Thelr occupations vary from agricultural related work to the
construction of highly sophisticated electronic devices.

The Hohokam RC&D area is one of the fastest growing areas in the
United States, It is a wonderful place to live, but it has many of the

. problems connected with rapidly developing urban areas.

The proper use of the natural resources is one of the greatest
problems facing the people of the area, Some of the problems and
opportunities discussed in the program of action are as follows:

Problems

--—- land is becoming more and more scarce as the urban develop-
ment expands into the rural areas. The great demand for land
brings about improper use in many cases. The definition of
"Proper Use" varies considerably between planning organizations.

--—- Air is becoming more and more contaminated with pollutants
from many sources. The rapid population growth requires
tremendous construction projects which create dust.

-~-- The great increase in the number of automotive vehicles to
serve the needs of the increasing population contributes to
the pollution of the air,

---~ Water is a key natural resource to the survival of people in
the desert. The rapidly growing population brings about an
increasing demand for water. The supply of water is con-
stantly decreasing, since the use exceeds the recharge,

---- The control of floodwaters is a major problem, since many sub-
divisions have been constructed in flood prone areas.
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The cropland acreage 1s being rapidly reduced by urbanization.
Some cropland should be maintained to provide open space,
buffers against noise, air pollution reduction and other
amenities afforded by having cropland in urban areas,

Transportation facilities are extremely overloaded during
hours of peak use.

Wildlife habitat is being reduced by the increasing demand
for urban lands, '

There are erosion and sediment problems throughout the area,

Some of the areas have soils with high salt content and other
soils are high in clay.

Opportunities

There are many conflicts regarding the use of desert rangeland
and the irrigated cropland. There is an opportunity to deter-
mine what use should be made of the remaining land, and coor-
dinate efforts to develop an overall land use plan,

There is an opportunity to assist in coordinating plans for
the use of water.

There is an opportunity to accelerate flood control programs
and to coordinate the efforts of various government agencies
working on flood control projects.

There is an opportunity to replace cropland lost to urbanization,
This would require changes in policies and procedures, and per-
haps legislation,

The increasing demand for land is reducing the wildlife habitat.
There is an opportunity to identify biotic communities and
include wildlife needs in land use planning.

There is an opportunity to reduce the problems of the area by
accelerating the rate of planning and application of conser-

vation measures,

Key Objectives

Quality in the natural resource base for sustained use,
Develop the economic potential to provide sufficient income
for better housing, utilities, health care, education and

other facilities that satisfy the basic human needs.

Provide a satisfying cultural, historical and recreational
environment,

Xiv
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Major Policies

—-——— Promote coordination between agencies, groups and individuals
in the conservation and development of the natural resources.

—-——- BEncourage new industries and the expansion of existing industries
in the rural communities of the project area,

-——- Assist in the development of the recreational resources of the
project area by coordinating the efforts of many public and

private interests.

Ma.jor Courses of Action

-——- Proposed measures will be considered and accepted if eligible.
These measures may be initiated by agencies, organizations or
individuals.,

-~-- Financial and technical assistance may be provided to sponsors
in carrying out eligible RC&D measures as shown in the plan of

action.

———- Provisions have been made for reviewing this program on an
annual basis, It will be revised and amended accordingly.

' ———— An annual plan of work will be developed.

Financial help in the form of loans and grants will be requested
from federal, state, and local agencies to carry out RC&D measures.
Technical assistance will be obtained to plan, design and implement
then, ’

Priorities

Priorities for measure adoption and installation will be determined
by the following criteria:

———— Will it accelerate the conservation, development and utilization
of natural resources.

-—-- Will it improve the general level of economic activity, and
enhance the environment,

———- Will it conform to overall project objectives.

--—- What is the interest of the local project sponsoré. Do they
have leadership ability and resources to carry out their respon-
sibilities.

———- What is the economic urgency and the economic feasibility of the
project measure.
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---- What would be the impact on physically deteriorated and econom-
ically depressed areas.,

---- How many people would benefit.

Method of Operation

--—- Cooperate with The Arizona Council of RC&D's on statewide
problems.

—---- Encourage local groups to consider the needs of their area
and submit them as RC&D Measure Proposals.,

--—— Refer new RC&D Measure Proposals to the Measures Review
Committee for comments and recommendations.

---- Accept or reject the new measure proposals.

---- Request technical and financial assistance from appropriate
agencies or other organizations,

~-~--- Coordinate the development of the measure plans.

----~ Coordinate implementation.

Arizona Council of
RC&D members dis-
cussing the program
with government
representatives.

PHOTO COURTESY OF WAYNE KESSLER

Agua Fria-New River
Natural Resource Con-
servation District
supervisors discuss-
ing a new RC&D
Measure Proposal.

PHOTO COURTESY OF WAYNE KESSLER




ORGANIZATION CHART
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INTRODUCTION

A resource conservation and development project is defined as a
locally initiated, sponsored and directed project. It is designed to
carry out a program of land conservation and use, accelerated economic
development, and reduced chronic unemployment or under-employment,

wherever these activities are needed to foster a sound local economy.

Tts basic objectives are: -

-——- To develop, improve, conserve and use the natural resources of
the project area, thereby providing employment and other eco-
nomic opportunities to the people of the area.

-——- To give local leaders a chance to use all existing related
programs in executing the project.

-——- To effectively plan and carry out the measures necessary to
achieve the goals of the project. '

Resource conservation and development projects are initiated and
carried out by local people with the assistance of agencies of the state,
and agencies of the U.,S., Department of Agriculture under present program
authorizations including that contained in Sections 31 and 32 (e) of
Title III of the Bankhead-Jones Farm Tenant Act as amended by Title 1,
Section 102 of the Food and Agricultural Act of 1962 (Public Law 87—703)
and the Soil Conservation Act of 1935 (Public Law 74-46). Projects will
be planned and carried out in areas where there is a need to accelerate
the development and utilization of natural resources, improvement of the
general level of economic activities, and enhancement of environment
and standard of living.

The success of a resource conservation and development project
depends on coordinated planning by the sponsors and assistance from state,
federal, local agencies, groups, and individuals.

The program concept includes ideas, activities, and program efforts
to achieve more prosperous and attractive communities. It is based on
the following principles:

1. Prudent use, management, and protection of natural resources,
with full consideration of the social and economic benefits
to people as a fundamental requirement for improving the
quality of life. '




2. People can develop and carry out an action-oriented resource
conservation and development plan for the betterment of
their area, if:

a. Attention is given to the orderly development, use
and management of resources,

b, Local leaders assume responsibility for their area's
development.

¢, Local people learn about their availlable resources,
the various alternatives for their development and
use, and the probable consequences of each alternative,

d., Local, state, and federal agencies work together to
assist the project sponsors, thus enabling them to
coordinate available services to meet objectives.

e. Local people bring to bear all available political,
social, and economic forces to aid in the area's pro-
tection, improvement and development,

The Hohokam Resource Conservation and Development Project can be
the catalytic agent that leads to increased participation of local people
in shaping their future, It can result in larger investments for im-
provement and growth by private interests, and by local, state and
federal agencies,

Initative and leadership in all phases of RC&D project activities
is a responsibility of the local people that cannot be assumed by others,
Projects are initiated by conservation district governing bodies, county
boards of supervisors, irrigation districts, cities, towns and other
similar groups.

The Hohokam RC&D Project is composed of, and sponsored by, six
natural resource conservation districts, nine cities and towns, four
irrigation districts, two Indian reservations, and an area development
association; they solicit assistance from any and all other interested
organigzations,




LOCATION and SETTING
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LOCATION and SETTING

The Hohokam Resource Conservation and Development Project takes its
name from an ancient civilization that flourished in central Arizona and
mysteriously disappeared about six centuries ago.

The Hohokam Resource Conservation and Development Project is located
in south central Arizona. It includes 5,904,640 acres in Maricopa County
and 283,332 acres in Pinal County, as shown on the Project Map at the
end of this section,

The project area is one of the fastest growing areas 1in the United
States. The present population is in excess of one million people.

Even though the project area is largely desert, the northeastern
portion borders on the largest Ponderosa Pine forest in the world.

The project area includes Arizona's capitol, Phoenix, which has a
population of approximately 600,000. It also includes the cities of
Glendale, Chandler, Mesa, Tempe, Gilbert, Scottsdale, Gila Bend, Wicken-
burg and Buckeye, all of which are project sponsors.

Irrigation water is furnished to the cropland by several large
irrigation districts, most of which are discussed in the "Water" section
of this Program of Action. Four of the major irrigation districts are
project sponsors. They are the Salt River Valley Water Users' Ass'n.,
Roosevelt Water Conservation District, Maricopa County Municipal Water
Conservation District No, 1, and the Roosevelt Irrigation District.

The project includes several Indian Reservations which are extremely
progressive, Two of them, the Gila River Indian Community and the San
Lucy Tribal Council, are project sponsors.

The area is developing rapidly and one of its leading development
associations, the East Mesa Area Development Ass'n., is a project sponsor.

The project area includes six natural resource conservation dis-
tricts, all of which are project sponsors. They are the Agua Fria-New
River, East Maricopa, Wickenburg, Gila Bend, Tonto and the Buckeye-
Roosevelt,

These districts have long been involved in resource development and
welcomed a chance to band together with cities, towns and other organi-
zations with similar interests to form the Hohokam Resource Conser-
vation and Development Project.




Various nomadic Indian tribes
inhabited the areas now known as
Arizona and Maricopa County from
as early as 9,000 B,C, Very little
is known as to who these ancient
people were, where they were going,
or what they carried with them.

The first known permanent
dwellers in the project area were
the canal builders or the Hohokam
Indians, It is now believed that
the Hohokam Indians settled in
central Maricopa County about two
thousand years ago. At theearliest
stages of their occupancy they lived
in small farming villages. Their
dwellings evolved from pit houses,
to structures built above ground,
to concentrated villages which were
eventually walled.

Extensive irrigation works
were developed over a period of
time, which may have been nearly
thirteen centuries. The largest
of these canals was thirty feet
wide and seven feet deep. There
were over 125 miles of these canals.
Sometime during the 1300's the
Hohokam abandoned their fields and

b villages. It remains a mystery why
they left and what became of these
Arizona Desert View. scs ruoto 2-5249 ingenious people.

The territory now known as Arizona was claimed by the Spanish Crown
from 1540 to 1821. Spanish explorers crossed Arizona several times.
Friar Marcos de Niza in 1539, De Niza in 1540, Coronado with De Niza in
1540, Pedro de Tovar in 1541, Lopez de Gardenos in 1542, Hermando de
Alarcon in the same period.

Starting in 1692, Father Kino established 24 missions during the
next 24 years. Only three of the missions, Quevavi, Tumacacori, and
San Xavier Del Bac, were in full operation at the time of his death in
1711, There were still no settlements in the area now known as Maricopa
County.

Mission activity was continuous from 1692 until 1827 when Mexico
expelled the Franciscan Order and the Mission era came to an end.




Intensive settlement of Maricopa County did not commence until after
the formation of Arizona Territory in 1863, and the end of the Civil War
in 1866. Stage, wagon, and freight routes were opened during the period,
and by 1867 farms were developing along the Salt and Gila Rivers,

By 1877, Phoenix, the county seat, was described as, "Six or more
stores, a good public school, a public library of 250 volumes. The

houses are nearly all constructed of adobe.....lumber being expensive
«....5treets are wide and lined by cottonwoods and other trees". Tempe
was described as, "A flour mill and large store buildings, with a half
. dozen dwellings---".

Maricopa County has come to be a complex area of urban and rural
development exceeding one million in population.

Most of the area is desert., It is the home of many kinds of wild-
life including Diamondback rattlesnakes, Gila monsters, mountain lions,
coyotes, Desert Mule deer, Desert Bighorn sheep and many species of birds.
It is a beautiful place if you understand and respect it. It can be
unbelievably cruel to people who do not know its ways.

Dendora Valley Pony Express
Stop west of Gila Bend, Arigona,
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Diamondback Rattlesnake.
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Many plants live comfortably in the desert heat. These include the
giant saguaro cactus, Joshua trees, mesquite trees, ironwood trees,
palo verde trees and many perennial grasses and shrubs.

There are 18 incorporated cities and towns in the Hohokam RC&D
project area and numerous unincorporated towns. The people have not
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