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1.  INTRODUCTION   

In May 2010, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT), in 
partnership with the Cities of Glendale, Peoria, El Mirage, Luke Air force Base, and the Maricopa County Department of 
Transportation (MCDOT), published a Design Concept Report (DCR), Environmental Assessment (EA), and Finding of No 
Significant Impact (FONSI) to construct a regional transportation facility, known as the Northern Parkway, extending from 
State Route (SR) 303L to United States (US) Route 60 (Grand Avenue). This facility would serve population growth; improve 
travel time between the western and central portions of the Phoenix metropolitan area; provide regional connectivity 
among SR 303L, SR 101L and Grand Avenue; improve regional facility spacing; provide an Agua Fria River crossing; improve 
west-east traffic flow; implement regional plans; and reduce crash rates as a result of eliminating traffic signals, installing 
raised median barriers, and improving access management. 

 

1.1 Project Location and E xtent  

MCDOT Project TT0600 Northern Parkway Scoping Assessment: Agua Fria River to 99th Avenue (ADOT TRACS Number 
T0188 01L) studies the 2.5-mile segment of Northern Avenue, between the Agua Fria River and 99th Avenue, located in 
Maricopa County Board of Supervisors District 4. Major features located within or near the project area include the Agua 
Fria River, New River, LAFB to the west, Glendale Municipal Airport to the south, and Loop 101 traffic interchange, 
Desert Diamond Casino, and State Farm Stadium to the east. Major intersecting arterial streets include 107th Avenue, 
103rd Avenue/Glen Harbor Boulevard, and 99th Avenue. South of Northern Avenue, 103rd Avenue becomes Glen 
Harbor Boulevard. (See Figures 1 and 2). 

The project is located within Township 3 North, Range 1 West, Section 36; Township 2 North, Range 1 West, Section 1; 
Township 3 North, Range 1 East, Sections 31 and 32; Township 2 North, Range 1 East, Sections 5 and 6 of the Gila and 
Base Line and Meridian. The study area generally consists of rolling terrain with an average project elevation of 1,080 feet. 
The project area is bound by the Agua Fria River to the west and the New River to the east. 

  

1.2 Purpose  and  Need of the Proposed U ndertaking  

The current study (MCDOT Project TT0600 Northern Parkway Scoping Assessment: Agua Fria River to 99th Avenue, ADOT 
TRACS Number T0188 01L), is a roadway, traffic, and bridge scoping project meant to aid the Northern Parkway Project 
Partners in evaluating the Northern Parkway program, in terms of configuration needs, phasing, and identification of gaps. 
This study will confirm the ultimate right-of-way needs, allowing agencies to move forward with economic development 
opportunities. 

The project is needed to serve population growth, improve travel time, provide regional connectivity, improve west-east 
traffic flow, implement regional plans, reduce crash rates, reduce congestion, and improve emergency response times.  

The purpose for Northern Parkway is to provide a regional transportation facility in the West Valley which reduces travel 
time, increases capacity, improves traffic safety, provides connectivity to the regional roadway network, promotes 
economic vitality, and serves population and employment growth.  

 

1.3  Recommended Alternative  

The TT0600 Northern Parkway Scoping Assessment: Agua Fria River to 99th Avenue, (ADOT TRACS Number T0188 01L) 
scoping project identified the Recommended Alternative which is centered on the existing alignment and consists of the 
following items: 

¶ Constructing one to two additional travel lanes in each direction with a center raised median. The final roadway 
section would consist of six to eight total through travel lanes with a median separating eastbound and westbound 
traffic 

¶ Constructing a new bridge across New River to accommodate the eastbound travel lanes 
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¶ Constructing Augusta Avenue from 108th Avenue to 107th Avenue to provide access to Country Meadows II 
Condominiums. Augusta Avenue would consist of one 16-foot lane, curb and gutter, and an attached 5-foot 
sidewalk in each direction.  

¶ Extending Orangewood Avenue from 107th Avenue to Glen Harbor Boulevard. Orangewood Avenue would consist 
of two 12-foot lanes in each direction.  

¶ Constructing new sidewalks where they currently do not exist 

¶ Striping crosswalks at intersections 

¶ Constructing a shared use path area on the bridge across the New River 

¶ Improving intersections by adding medians, dual and single left turn lanes, additional turn-lane storage length, 
pocket right-turn lanes, and improved pedestrian crossings. 

¶ Optimizing traffic signal timing  

¶ Constructing new storm drain facilities 

¶ Modifying some existing access points by changing full access to right-in-right-out. 

¶ Obtaining right-of-way for future bus bays at 111th Avenue, 107th Avenue, and 103rd Avenue 

¶ Relocating utilities that are in conflict with the widened roadway 

 

The existing right-of-way is inconsistent along Northern Avenue in the project area and varies from 50 feet to 225 feet 
centered on the section line. It is anticipated that new right-of-way will be required for the Recommended Alternative. 
The parcels affected by changes to right-of-way include residential, commercial, industrial, agricultural, municipal, and 
state lands. An estimated 11.6 acres of land will be impacted. While transit infrastructure is not included in the 
Recommended Alternative, the proposed right-of-way reserves areas for future bus service along Northern Avenue.   
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Figure 1.  Project Location Map 
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Figure 2. Project Vicinity and Jurisdiction Map


































